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“Until I discovered SP Car Workshop Manuals 
| couldn't even change the points. 


Now I reckon to save about £100 a year: 
And enjoy it.’ BRIAN MORGAN, OSTERLEY, MIDDLESEX. 
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People all over Britain are finding that 
repairing, tuning and servicing their cars is a whole 
lot easier than they thought. They find it satisfying, 
save themselves the £6 an hour that a garage would 
charge, and doa really thorough, reliable job. 

That's exactly what Brian Morgan found: a few 
hours a week on basic repairs and maintenance 
have saved him over £90 during these last eight 
months. 

The reason is a really good car Workshop 
Manual, an SP Car Workshop Manual. 


THE BOOKS— There's an SP Car Workshop Manual 
for more than 50 popular makes and more coming 
out all the time! Each one contains complete 
information on fault-finding, basic maintenance and 
changing components spelled out in large print, 
with hundreds of photographs, exploded parts 
illustrations and crystal-clear diagrams. 

Every step of the way has been researched in 
SP’s workshops where cars are dismantled and 
reassembled to check and re-check the accuracy of 
the instructions. 


THE FEATURES Every part of your car is shown In 
the average 200 pages of your SP Manual — engine, 
cooling, fuel system, clutch, transmission, 
suspension, brakes, steering and lubrication. Fault 
finding and everyday maintenance are there too. 

SP Car Workshop Manuals are available at 
bookshops, motor accessory 
shops and newsagents 
where you see the SP 
symbol. 

Go and get one 
for your car. 
It'll give you 
(1y) satisfaction 
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J and save you money. 


SP Manuals are produced by our own THESECARS-ANDMORE! = Ford Renault 
; nets apri | cc - 121 cc 1 - 
qualified technicians in our own Ee ay Capri Mk I 1300/1600/2000cc 1974 Toyota 
workshops — we buy/hire the subject Allegro 1100/1300cc 1973-76 A Mata ee cl Ee Meg she ge Corolla 1100cc 1967-70 
, - Skoda 
car, take it into our workshop Pe eae et Cortina Mk ll! 1300/1600/2000ce 1970-76 $100, $110, 988, 1107cc 1970-77 
: : ’ Maxi 1500/1750cc 1969-76 Cortina Mk IV all models Vauxhall 
dismantle it and photograph the process, 1800 Mk | & II 1964-72 re RN ages ee ignores den 
: Mini 850/1000/1100/1275cc Escort Mk II 1100/1300/1600cc 1975 on Viva OHV 1 159/1256ce 1970-76 
reassemble it and check the best 1959-71 cecil Bi creey Bibbidieng ene Sr ners 
* illman t e1 CC 
procedure — our first hand experience et ese Avenger 1250/1300/1500/1 600ce 1970-76 1962.70 
eran : c unter 5cc 1967-7 Golf 1100cc 
and skill is then used to write the best areca. (ear ae Hunter/Sceptre 1500/1726cc 1970-76 Passat 1300/1500/1600ce 
i , mp S 
step by step DIY method to be published iss saad a he Se Honda 
in our manuals. 120Y 1171/1288 1973-76 Civic (Auto) 1170cc 1973-77 


Civic (Manual) 1170cc 1973-77 


__ SPCarWorkshopManuals Eireann 
Professional help at your elbow for only £3.75. 777 == 


ae sani 
SP Car Workshop Manuals are published by: Murray Book Distributors Pty Ltd., NOGER Res B 
International Publishers: Ludgate House, 107 Fleet Street, London EC4A 2A. BSS Hae 


A cut-out-and-keep guide 
to help you make the most 
of your motoring holiday 

across the water. 
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Wefit your plan 


The secret of a successful motoring holiday 
overseas is good planning and careful budgeting. 
This guide is designed to help you plan your timing, 
your route and your finances to suit you, wherever 
you're going in Europe or Ireland. There are also 
some bright ideas if you'd like a different kind of 
holiday this year. 

Sealink has more routes and more sailings than any 
other ferryman, so there’s a greater chance we have 
exactly the sailing you're looking for, night or day. 

In other words, we fit your plan, rather than you 
fitting ours. In many cases, you can go out by one 
route and back by another without paying extra. 

The typical family upon which we've based our 
price examples comprises mum, dad and two children 
aged 4-14 (aged 3 but under 14 in the case of Ireland). 


They travel in a standard saloon, such as a Ford Capri 
or Austin Maxi and unless otherwise stated they pay 
Summer Season fares. These fares are available to 
travellers to Europe from Sundays to Thursdays 
inclusive from July 2nd to September 2nd, and they — 
are appreciably cheaper than SummerWeekend | 
fares. So if you can organise your crossing in this 
mid-week period, you'll be doing your holiday ; 
budget a big favour. Ireland, too, has a big selection 
of reduced fares in off-peak periods. 

There are, of course, lots of other ways to save 
money with Sealink- excursions and inclusive 
holidays all carry big reductions, and apply to all routes. 

If you use the form at the end of this advertisement, 


it'll help your Sealink Travel Agent to help you 
save money. 


Sail from Harwich Parkeston Quay to the 
Hook of Holland. From there the E8 motor- 
way goes to the Hague and Amsterdam, the 
E36 to Rotterdam and on into Germany. 

4 big, comfortable ships, including the 
“Prinses Beatrix” which only entered 
service last year, operate this route, making 
1 sailing by day (about 6! hours crossing 
time ) and 1 by night (about 8 hours) in 
both directions. There’s an extra day sailing 
both ways from June 23rd to August 27th. 
Cabins are available, at an extra cost. 


Departure times 

Departures during the Summer Season 
are from Harwich Parkeston Quay at 10.15, 
11.30 and 22.00 hours. 


AdultS=- @arnnetnese LE ER een: £94.20 
Childrens 2 oss un eee ees £24.00 


Total £118.20 


Typical famil 
return fare (2nd Class) 


(Sun-Thurs ) Summer Season Tariff 


SHORT CROSSINGS 


From both Dover and Folkestone 
you can sail to Calais and Boulogne. 
You can also sail to Dunkirk West from 
Dover. From Calais and Boulogne take 
the NI to Paris and then on to the South 
of France, and the N43 to Brussels 
and Northern France. 

Dunkirk West is linked to the A25 
motorway for all parts of Europe. 
Crossing times are from around 90 
minutes to 2!4 hours. 


Departure times 

At peak times there are up to 29 
sailings every day on the short 
crossings, which means you can go 
virtually any hour of the day or night. 


Typical family return fare 

(Sun-Thurs ) Summer Season Tariff 
Adults+ carina ecis 
Ghitdren: 2-9 ones 


Total 


MOTORING MONEY 
SAVERS =a 
TOEUROPE Ze): 
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There are many excursion tickets we 
which can save you big percentages F_ Neer 
on the Standard Season fares. 


£77.60 
£17.20 
£94.80 


24-hour excursions 


Upto 24 hours on the Continent for a lovely day out, shopping and 


sight-seeing in the Channel ports and surrounding countryside. 
This ticket saves you 50% of the full tariff. 


£43.80 Standard Season 
£47.40 Summer Season 


Typical family fare incl.car 
Folkestone-Boulogne 


60-hour excursions A welcome break from routine and 
top-up to your annual holidays. Up to 60 hours on the Continent. 


This ticket saves you about35% of the full tariff. 


Typical family fare incl.car 
Belgium and France 
(Dover-Boulogne/Calais) 


£63.00 Standard Season 
£67.70 Summer Season 


Typical family 
return fare 


(Sun-Thurs ) Summer Season Tariff 


4-HOUR CROSSINGS 


The longer crossings from Newhaven 
to Dieppe, and further west, from 
Weymouth to Cherbourg. The N27 from 
Dieppe gives you the fastest motoring 
route to Paris. From Cherbourg the D2 
is an excellent route for a tour of Brittany 
and into provincial France. It’s also a 
major route to Bordeaux and thence, 
Spain. Both are excellent routes for 
smooth, scenic motoring. 


Departure times 

During the peak Summer Season 
sailing times from Newhaven are 01.00, 
06.45, 10.00, 13.00, 19.00 and 22.00. 
From Weymouth sailings are at 10.00 
and 22.00. 


Typical family return 

fares (Newhaven to Dieppe) 

(Sun-Thurs ) Summer Season Tariff 
Adults + Car ...ccsccceccec £89.20 
Childrenn 3.35 20£22°40 


Total £111.60 


From Dover and Folkestone there’s a 
round-the-clock service to Ostend with up 
to 15 sailings every day in peak season. At 
Ostend the N10 goes direct to Bruges and 
Ghent, the E5 to Brussels and Central 
Germany, and the N63 to Lille, Northern 
France and Luxembourg. 

The crossing time from Dover is about 
3!2 hours, from Folkestone 4 hours. The 
“Prince Albert”, brand new, was introduced 
to this route last year. 


Departure times 

During the Summer there are up to 15 
sailings each day, so there’s a good chance 
we have exactly the one you're looking for. 


Adults + car 
Children 


Total 


£77.60 
£94.80 


PRICES 


All the prices and sailings to 
Europe in this advertisement are 
accurate at the time of going to press, 
and are based on 3 travelling periods. 

The Standard Season Tariff is the 
cheapest and is available outside the 
main Summer Season. The Summer 
Season Tariff (on which our fare 
examples are based) is available 
Mondays to Thursdays throughout 
the Summer, and the Summer Weekend 
Tariff, the most expensive, on Fridays 
and Saturdays during the Summer. 


The dates for the Seasonal Tariffs are: 


Standard Season 
January Ist to July Ist and 
September 3rd to December 31st. 


Summer Season 
Mondays to Thursdays July 2nd to 
September 2nd, also Fridays and 
Saturdays, July 6th, 7th, August 31st 
and September Ist. 


Summer Weekend 
Fridays and Saturdays July 13th to 
August 25th. 


5-day excursions With up to 5 whole days on the 
Continent, an invigorating get-away-from-it-al], and ideal fora 
second holiday early or late in the year. This ticket saves you 


about 20% of the full tariff. 


Typical family fare incl.car 

Holland £93.20 Standard Season: £99.40 Summer Season. 

Belgium £73.60 Standard Season: £79.40 Summer Season. 

France (Newhaven-Dieppe) £88.00 Standard Season: 
£94.00 Summer Season. 


2-day excursion tickets to Holland 

The beauty of this ticket is that it allows you 2 full days to 
sample the delights of historic towns, cities and colourful 
landscapes. You'll save up to 35% or more of the full tariff. 


Typical family fare incl.car 


£80.20 Standard Season: £85.30 Summer Season. 


5-day Winter Excursion at 50% of the 


full tariff Available by all Sealink European routes (all 


until March 31, 1979. 


sailings EXCEPT Harwich-Hook of Holland night sailing ) 


NB: Please make sure you understand the time limits attached to excursion 


tickets. If you over-stay the limit of your ticket we must charge extra. 
Caravans half-price On selected sailings on all European Services, 


caravans can goat half-price, a saving of up to £26. We also have our Sealink 
touring caravan hire service in Europe and Ireland and sited caravans for hire, 
too. See your Sealink Travel Agent for details. 
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INCLUSIVE HOLIDAYS 
THROUGH SEALINK 
TRAVEL LTD. 


( Accommodation and crossing for car and passengers included in the prices ). 


FRANCE, 
“LES VACANCES VERTES” 


In conjunction with the French Travel Service, Sealink 
Travel Ltd offers a wide-ranging series of holidays in rural 
France. They are called ‘Vacances Vertes’: some are full 
board, some self-catering. You'll find the prices, which 
include the ferry crossings, very reasonable. 

All the details are in this Sealink Vacances Vertes colour 
brochure from your Sealink Travel Agent. 

But just to whet your appetite, here’s an example of 
Vacances Vertes: 


Sealink operates the 3 shortest 
sea routes to the Republic of 
lreland. Our Holyhead to Dun 
Laoghaire and Fishguard to : 
Rosslare services are both 32-hour crossings. 


~ 


Our Stranraer to Larne route is only a 24-hour | \ ( 
crossing and is the popular link to Northern Ireland. 

Crossing to the Republic of Ireland, you may, if you wish, take one 
route going out, and another returning without paying any extra. 
At Dun Laoghaire you can take the T44 to Dublin, and the T5 across 
country towards Galway. Rosslare is a starting point, via the N25 to 


Waterford, Cork and the South West, and thence the breathtaking 
scenery of the Ring of Kerry. 

There are 2 sailings each day from Holyhead throughout the year. 
An additional route, Fishguard to Dun Laoghaire operates during the 
Summer only and takes about 512 hours. Fares and charges are the 
same as for Second Class travel on the other two routes to the Republic 
of Ireland. 

lreland is a super place for family holidays and the only place in 
Europe where even Rover the dog is a welcome holiday guest. Why Holidays in ‘Gites’(self-catering) 
not take him along and save yourself a small fortune in kennel fees? 3 ; 

; Gites are French country cottages, houses or flats in 

villages and hamlets. You rent the Gite Rural, as it’s called, 
and take part in the country life just like the local people. If 
you love rural France, you'll love Gites. Our typical family 


price starts at £180 for 2 weeks, including the car fare. 


MOTORING HOLIDAYS "79 


If the idea of an ‘organised’ holiday doesn’t appeal to 
you, Sealink has the answer. A whole series of motoring 
freedom holidays on the Continent, in Ireland and the 


Typical family ‘ £64.00 
return fare Wchtilist Set} cnet eats $38.00 
(2nd Class) Children £19.00 
Summer Weekend _ /tal 


MOTORING 
MONEY SAVERS 
TO IRELAND 


Monthly ReturnTickets 


Channel Isles. You can choose from this exciting selection: 
A self-catering holiday in France, Germany, Austria or 

Switzerland. In afew words, a ‘Swiss chalet’ style holiday. 
A self-catering bungalow holiday in Belgium at the 

point where the Netherlands, Belgium and Germany meet. 


A Monthly Return ticket saves you 50% of the peak season cost for A sited caravan holiday in the Dordogne or the Loire 
your car and any other towed vehicle, such as a trailer or caravan. This Valley. 
ticket is available outward before June 28th and after August 28th. Plus lots of caravan and camping opportunities on the 
: . Cari se 7 eet er eo £32.00 Continent and in the Republic of Ireland. 
Ae Glee Aduits x3 28s sere ote, £38.00 See your Sealink Travel Agent for more details of 
Childrens... cam. tnsem mises £4.00 Motoring Holidays 79, 
Total £74.00 


Please note: Monthly Return Tickets also save you 50 of the peak 9 
season cost for any towed vehicles. These are charged separately, ata IRELAND 49 
single rate for the return journey. : : : 
; Again you book the whole holiday through Sealink. 


z You have a big range of free-and-easy holidays to choose 
10-day ReturnTickets (Notavailable outward from from, so you can explore Ireland to your heart’s content in 
June 29th-September 9th nor at Easter and Christmas periods. ) whatever way suits you. 


Another off-peak ticket. This basic price is £76 (2nd class) The accommodation consists of cottages, farmhouses 


regardless of the length of your car. That price covers 4 adult fares, so if ee : 
4 adults travel, the car is going free. 2 children, aged 3 but under 14, sited caravans, small comfortable hotels and guest houses, 


count as | adult. You can still save money on this ticket even if Your car and the price you pay includes your ferry crossings and 
does not have 4 adult passengers. accommodation. An Irish welcome is a sincere and warm 
one, and you'll feel at home so quickly it will be a wrench to 
3-day Return Tickets (Valid outward upto April 6th; leave when your holiday ends. There is also a wide variety 
F F p to April 6th and Len eee : oy Pe 
from September 28th to December 14th. ) of self Selene holidays to choose from. ay: 
The basic price is a maximum £38, and covers 2 adults and any car. ; The sporting enthusiast, too, has lots of SCORE: Fishing, 
2 children, 3 but under 14, count as 1 adult. Additional adult max. £19 riding and golfing can be enjoyed from self-catering 
extra, additional child max. £2 extra. chalets, luxury hotels, caravans, delightful country 
SS farmhouses and even holidays afloat. And as you'd expect 
; . the scenery is delightful 
Kids for a quid (Onall dates except Fridays- Daas ane nk Ii 
July 28thto aie ote nall dates except Fridays-Mondays from Full details of lrish holidays are in the Sealink Irish 
“At off-peak times, children aged 3 but under 14 who are car Holiday brochure. Get one from your Sealink Travel Agent. 
passengers can travel for only £1 each way (Second or One class). If you'd like to improve your golf, why not take part in 


NB: the Dai Rees Golf Clinics? There are 5 of these throughout . 
. the year. 


Please make sure you understand the time limits attached to bargain tickets. If you over- 
stay the limit of your ticket we must charge extra. 


SEALINK 
CARAVAN HIRE 


If youre going 
to the Continent 
you can hire a 
United British 
Caravan through 
Sealink at Ostend and at Montreuil near Boulogne. If you’re 
bound for Ireland you can hire a Young’s Caravan from Dublin 
or Wexford, The caravans are in excellent condition and from 
4 to 6-berth. We'll give you plenty of instructions as to how to 
prepare your car, and some useful tips, too. 

Details from the Sealink Car Ferry Brochure. Ask your 
Travel Agent for a copy. 


Price example Ireland. (includes a return crossing for typical family 
and car any length.) 


A12-foot 4-berth caravan, two weeks in June, £148. 


Price example Europe.( Includes return crossing for typical family 
and car any length.) 


12’ 3” Caravan, 4-berths, two weeks in July, £221.20 


You and your car and 


Sealink* 


SEALINK 
CAMPING HIRE 


Up to 50% discount through 
Blacks Camping and Leisure. 


This year your camping holiday will be even cheaper than 
last year. Blacks have frozen their hire prices for 1979 and all 
Sealink customers get an even bigger discount. 

A Ge nt nere’s 50% off if you go 
ae -- __ off-peak (before 
\ June Ist and after 


25% off at 
all other times. 
For example during the low seasona 
Safari 4-berth frame tent costs only £8.75 for 7 days, a saving 
of £8.75 on the normal rate. Additional days are £1.25 each. 
Packed weight, 70Ib. 

Full details are in the Sealink Car Ferry Brochure. 


G \_ September 
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Its a better way to get away 


SEALINK HOLIDAY 
PLANNING FORM 


Oncé you've got some idea what you’re planning to do this 
year, fill in this form (as far as you can) and take it to your 
nearest Sealink Travel Agent, Principal BR stations, BR Travel 
Centre, or motoring organisation. There you'll get advice on the 
best way to do what you want to do, plus your copies of all the 
relevant colour Brochures, including the Car Ferry Brochure. 
Your destination abroad 
Your Sealink route... 

Time of day you wish to sail (e.g.am/pm) 
Date of sailing 


Length of holiday abroad 


Type of holiday being considered 


5 
J 


Vehicle and Passenger Details 


No. of passengers adults children 4-14 years* 
“3-14 in the case of Ireland 

Make of car... length reg. no. 

Any towed vehicle... 


e.g. caravan, boat trailer, baggage trailer. 
Your name 


Address 


You and your car and 


Sealink 


Its a better way to get away 
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They both makea big new Safety claim. 


And youcan see right through it. 


The Volvo 262C is a sleek coupé version 
of one of the world’s most admired safety cars. 

The Triumph Dolomite range offers the 
complete spectrum of motoring, from quiet 
luxury to a lively sports performance. 

And both cars now fit Triplex Ten Twenty 
Super Laminated windscreens as standard: 

. both now carry the world’s most advanced 
safety windscreen. 

A windscreen that reduces facial 
lacerations on head impact by an average 
of 99%. 

A windscreen that won't turn opaque if a 
stone hits it. Awindscreen that helps to retain 
driver and passengers inside the car in case of 
a severe collision. 


Triplex Ten Twenty is already standard 
on the Rover range, The Princess 2 and the 
Rolls-Royce Camargue. 

From all of us to Volvo and Triumph: 
welcome to the club. 


Triplex 


10) 0 


SUPER LAMINATED 


Triplex Safety Glass Co. Ltd., Eckersall Road, Kings Norton, 
Birmingham B38 8SR. (021-458 2031, Telex 338097). 


Triplex Safety Glass Co Ltd is &..... of the Pilkington Group 
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IS IT corny for an editor to wish his 
readers a Happy New Year? It 
used always to happen; but these 
days we’ve become—well, a trifle 
more sophisticated. Or is it simply 
uninvolved with people ...? 

Anyway, good wishes to you from 
all of us at DRIVE. Good wishes for 
an enjoyable and, above all, a safe 
motoring new year. A year when, 
despite the escalating costs, you 
find new joy in your car... . and 
when perhaps, for all our sakes, 
the politicians demonstrate their 
involvement with people and do 
something positive about seatbelts 
and drink-driving. 

A vain hope? We shall have to 
wait and see. Just as we have 
waited, and waited, and waited 
these past several years, as succes- 
sive governments have done little 
more than mouth platitudes and 
slap up gruesome _ road-safety 
posters on the twin principal 
hazards of our motorised society. 

More immediately, in this first 
issue of 1979, we once again high- 
light the dangers to driving in 
everyday drugs and medication (as 
we first did back in January 1969, 
since when little, again, has been 
done to safeguard us all). See page 
32 for the latest information. 

We illustrate also the miserable 
-conditions that prevail in many 


multi-storey carparks, and make 
them places most of us choose to 
avoid (page 13). And put a few 
shots across the bows of motor 
manufacturers who supply useless, 
cut-price toolkits with their costly 
new cars (page 54). 

All this, plus the start of a regular 
programme of motorcycle tests 
(page 50); the latest from the Long 
Term Test Club, where a Triumph 
TR7 checks in for 12-month 
scrutiny (page 24); tests of the Jeep 
Cherokee S (d’you like our cover 
girl?), Subaru 4wd and Range 
Rover (page 16), and Citroen 
Dyane, Skoda Estelle and Fiat 126 
de Ville (page 40); a Special Offer 
that evidences our very real con- 
cern for the in-car safety of 
youngsters (page 58); and, of 
course, all our regular depart- 
ments, from the useful Index of 
Motoring Costs (page 39) to the 
Used-car Price Guide (page 63). 

It’s our way of welcoming you to 
Motoring 79, and wishing you all 
the best that it has to offer. You 
can return the greeting by staying 
with us throughout the year—and 
do yourself a favour by taking a 
regular subscription (page 47). 


— to Fdttev 


Travelling hopelessly 
Motorists lulled into believing 
that they will not pay any extra 


as a result of the road-fund 
licence being abolished in favour 
of duty on petrol could be in for 
a shock. For the break-even point 
—the annual mileage that the 
average car will be able to travel 
without the motorist paying 
more tax than the present £50— 
is likely to be as low as 6000 
miles a year, not the 7500 that 
government claims; and a Petro- 
leum Retailers Association 
spokesman confirms that the 
new system will increase costs to 
garages and filling stations, and 
that these will have to be passed 
on to customers. 

How much more, on top of the 
20p-a-gallon tax scheduled for 
the year 1983? 

It could be another 5p, for 
garages will be obliged to charge 
an extra Ip a gallon to cover 
credit and depreciation on hard- 
ware (such as pump replace- 
ments); 0.2p for petrol loss 
through evaporation; and Ip 
for increased security and insur- 
ance premiums because of the 
additional money that will be 
held on garage premises. 

Add these on to the 20p-a- 
gallon tax, and at once customers 
will be paying 22.2p. And will 
then have to meet VAT on this 
amount—2.7p, making a total of 
25p more a gallon. 


Just the Jobs 

A fish-and-chip shop isn’t the sort 
of place you’d expect to meet a 
motoring Good Samaritan, but 
that is where Jack Hartwell, 48, 


| es 
we ah, 


SPARES COUNTER 


‘Well, it wasn't obsolete when I started queuing!’ 


and his_ wife Maureen, of 
Basingstoke, Hampshire, found 
their Caring Motorist—the sixth 
and last in DRIVE’s year-long list. 

The Hartwells and their three 
young daughters were on a visit to 
relatives in Scarborough, last 
Easter, when, half a mile from an 
MI service station at which they’d 
filled up, clouds of smoke billowed 
from their 1964 Hillman Minx. 

Coasting down a hill off the 
motorway, the five tired and 
hungry people spotted a fish-and- 
chip shop—open. 

“There were two nurses in the 
fish-shop queue,’ says Maureen, 
42, and, when we asked about 
boarding houses, one of them said 
that, if we could goto her hospital, 
she would ask the sister for time 
off to take us to a place she knew. 
So all five of us squeezed into 
her car, clutching packets of fish 
and chips, and off we went.’ 

In the end, Nurse Evie Job took 


them to her own home in 
Bradgate, Rotherham: ‘They 
looked desperate, and I just 


couldn’t abandon them. 

The Hartwells remained the 
Jobs’ guests over the entire 
Easter weekend. ‘While Evie’s 


husband Eddie, 68, worked on 
the car with Jack, Evie and her 
daughter cooked and cared for 
us, says Maureen. ‘They even 
took us to local beauty spots to 
give the girls a treat. 

‘They wouldn’t take a penny 


for food or fuel. I think they 
deserve a medal—but I'll settle 
for DRIVE’s prize for them of 
10 years’ free AA membership.’ 

And that’s just what the Jobs 
get, while Jack and Maureen 
win their choice of £10-worth of 
goods from the AA’s current 
mail-order catalogue for nomin- 
continued on page | 1 
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Value, variety and information—all in two free 
brochures from Scotland’s HIGHLANDS AND 
ISLANDS. Area by area, ‘THE SCOTTISH HIGHLANDS 
AND ISLANDS’ points out the beauty and contrasts 
awaiting you. Towering hills, deep glens, calm lochs, wild 
moors, busy towns, welcoming villages. Also 
information on sights, routes, events. 

Then ‘HOLIDAY IDEAS ‘79’ offers any number of 
holidays, short and long, active and relaxed—for 
golfers, anglers, tourists, riders, gliders, 
yachtsmen, families, loners—the list of 
recreations and resorts is magnificent. Together, 


Let holidays and activities—all set in the spectacular 
grandeur of the HIGHLANDS AND ISLANDS. 

Write now to HIGHLANDS AND ISLANDS, 54 High 
Street, Grantown-on-Spey, Scotland. Coupon No. 1. 


North? South? Or both? Camping? Caravanning? You choose. We welcome you. Tour 
the Yorkshire Coast and the Isle of Wight with UPTONSPUR. 

Fine touring sites are yours to visit at Scarborough and Whitby. See the fine scenery of 
the Yorkshire Wolds. The splendour of the Dales. Walk the North Sea cliffs. Laze on 
the beaches. 

Or make the Isle of Wight your oyster. From Wroxall and Thorness Bay this lovely island 
lies within your grasp. Take the evening to relax witha drink, a dance or a show at our 
sites. Entertainments for the children too. Visit two or more UPTONSPUR sites in the 
season and take advantage of our special ‘Site-Hopper’ discount! 

North, South or both! Camping, caravanning! You choose. We welcome you. 

For our Special Brochure 
tick Coupon No. 4. 


CHARACTER COTTAGES are 
specialised agents for West Country, 
furnished holiday cottages, houses, flats 
and bungalows—period or modern and 
available all year round. Send 22p 
postage for a colour brochure 
highlighting over 250 properties and 
tick Coupon No. 6. 


Have you missed out on Morecambe 
and Lancaster? The historic City of 
Lancaster is arguably the most 
undiscovered treasure in Britain. And 
Morecambe is like a breath of tonic air. 
Ideal for exploring the lakes and dales. 
There are musical events, festivals and 
super facilities. Easiy beagtied from M6. 
Coupon No. 
7. You'llbe | 
surprised 
how much 
you've 
missed. 


Make it MYDDLETON HOTELS fora 
budget holiday in Eastbourne, the New 
Forest, Bath, York and Bournemouth. 
Excellent hotels at prices you can afford. 
For example: The Burlington, 
Eastbourne—dinner, bed and breakfast 
for two in room with bathroom and 
colour TV, for a minimum of five days— 
£135. Special rates for families. Other 
hotel rates in our summer brochure. 
Coupon No. 2. 


Stay at a luxury flat at Maxton Lodge 
near Torquay seafront. Super self- 
catering holidays for up to four or six 
people in one- or two-bedroomed flats. 
Each one superbly furnished and 
equipped. Laundry facilities available, 
fresh linen weekly. Sunbathe in 
attractive grounds, swim in the outdoor 
pool. There's central heating too. Pets 
welcome, Coupon No. 3. 


Holiday in Ireland the way you want it with RYANS. ‘GO AS YOU PLEASE’ for one 
week or more planning your own itinerary around RYANS hotels in Killarney, Limerick, 
Galway and Sligo. 

One week by sea with your own car costs from £47.50, or by air with self-drive car from 
London from £101, both including seven nights accommodation and breakfast. Or you 
may prefer a Farmhouse and Fishing Holiday with your own car from £68.50 mid-week. 
Or choose Shannon Cruising Self-Catering 
Cottages or Bungalows or Golfing Holidays. 
RYANS have them all. (Rates are per person 
and based on four travelling.) For an Irish 
holiday arranged by experts, RYANS No. 5. 


The Southern Tourist Board HOLIDAY PLANNER is a must 
for holidays in Hampshire, Dorset or the Isle of Wight. It's a 
pocket-size pack containing useful information, a map and 
colourful mini-guides to Bournemouth, the Isle of Wight, the 
New Forest, Portsmouth and Southsea, Southampton, 
Salisbury, Swanage and the Isle of Purbeck, and 
Winchester: 40p + 10p p & p (Coupon No. 8A). 
ACCOMMODATION LISTS of establishments in these 
areas, plus Weymouth, Poole, Christchurch and South 
East Hampshire, also available 10p. 

Fancy along weekend break in winter or spring? If 
so, take advantage of special reductions in SWING 
SOUTH, the Board's free publication. 100 hotel 
‘bargain breaks’ at Bournemouth, the New Forest, 
rural Hampshire and Dorset or the Isle of Wight. From 
£10 for two nights per person including breakfast, 
VAT and service. Coupon No. 8B. 


Escape from routine and indulge yourself in the warmth of a winter welcome in 
Bournemouth. BOURNEMOUTH is the seaside resort that /ives all year through, and 
the quieter months lend that much more scope for enjoying sea-shore walks and the 
pine-scented Chines or exploring the hills and the outstanding countryside of historic 
Wessex and the New Forest. You will be surprised at the number of crisp, sunny days 
to be had. Warm, friendly restaurants and bars await you, and there are concerts, 
exciting eas and super shopping facilities too; in fact there are over a hundred ways 


to enjoy your stay in and around town. 
BOURNEMOUTH is a ‘Golden Rail’ resort offering 
out-of-season bargain rates at many of its fine hotels 
and holiday flats. Tick Coupon No. 9 and send 30p 
(see Money Form) for the accommodation guide 

gq and winter brochure; or the ‘special interests’, 

aa honeymooning, sports or summer brochure—please 
state which. Come on down and warm up winter. 


Where’s all the fun? On the North West 
Holiday Coast, that’s where! From 
Morecambe Bay in the north to the Wirral 
in the south there’s a string of fabulous 
resorts tingling with exciting 
entertainment, broad sun-trap sands and 
fascinating places to see. Let the holiday 
guide to the friendly North West, 
published by the North West Tourist 
Board, help you pick a winner. It gives 
complete descriptions of all the brochures 
available for the resorts along the coast, 
as well as a large-scale motoring map 
guide to the area. Over 60 places well 
worth visiting are listed, including stately 
homes and castles, craft centres, pleasure 
grounds and safari parks. Also how to get 
there by rail, coach or in your car, and 
lists many 
companies 
offering special 
coach tours. 
Fill in coupon 
No. 11 and 
send 20p (see 
Money Form) 
for the brochure 
that tells you all 
you need to 
know for a 
great holiday on 
the North 
West Coast. 


TAKE A BREAK FOR THE WEEKEND 
WITHOUT BREAKING THE BANK. 
Get away from it all on a Weekend 
Whileaway with OSPREY. No matter 
which of our 18 hotels in Scotland you 
choose, you're assured of the highest 
standard in food and comfort. And 
absolutely everything's included in our 
special low Whileaway rate... from 
Friday dinner until after Sunday lunch... 
from only £18.50 including VAT. 

You're not restricted to weekends either— 
book a Midweek Whileaway if you prefer. 
Send for brochure No. 12. 


The excitement of a tour and the relaxation of a cruise, 
that’s what you get on a BOTEL CRUISE through the sun- 
lit heart of Europe. Your floating hotel winds along the 
sheltered, sunlit Rhine Valley, visiting the four fairytale 
countries of the Continent. Bask on the large sundeck and 
watch the superb, ever-changing scenery, or relax in 
your air-conditioned cabin with its outward-facing 
windows. Many cabins have their own private bathroom 
(with full-length bath, shower and toilet), varied and 
| tempting meals are served in the panoramic restaurant 
| and English is spoken by the friendly and attentive Dutch 
staff. You can also visit famous cities—there’s ample time ashore for coach trips, 

| sightseeing and shopping—and sample nightlife and winetasting in fascinating towns 
_ and romantic villages. Enjoy all the amenities of a hotel afloat, from early morning tea 

| to anightcap in the bar. 8 and 15 day cruises from £287 and £506. Also 8 day cruises 
to Holland the Bulbfields from £238. Cornelder’s Rhine Cruises No. 16. 


| WHY NOT TRY SKIING WITH AN OSPREY THIS YEAR? 

During the winter months the BADENOCH HOTEL in Aviemore offers you a really good 
holiday deal which includes bed and breakfast and an evening meal plus the use of skis, 
boots and sticks. You're given free use of chair lifts and ski tows too. 

Enjoy the fun and excitement of skiing, the beauty of Scotland and the 
warm welcome provided by the BADENOCH HOTEL. 

And there’s accommodation to suit all tastes. Whether you are skiing on 
the cheap or going the whole hog, the BADENOCH has got a price that’s 
right for you. 

Come and ski with an OSPREY this year. For further details fill in 
Coupon No. 18. 


Why suffer the long, tiring drive south to the Channel? Unwind on NORTH SEA 
FERRIES from Hull to Rotterdam (Europoort) or Zeebrugge. For northern 
holidaymakers Hull is easy to reach, with excellent road links to the M62 leading to the 
Port. Once aboard, start with a 5-course dinner—it's included in your fare—then relax 
in comfortable bars and lounges or watch colour TV. Alternatively, have a flutter in the 
games’ room or take to the dance floor. There’s a duty-free shop too. Sleeping 
accommodation Is provided at no extra charge, and 
when you finally retire you still have early morning 
and either English or Continental breakfast to look 
forward to—again included in your fare. And for 
independent travellers there are no increases on 
/ast year’s prices and even reductions on 
certain Zeebrugge accommodation. This 
year sleep-easy overnight, any night with 
NORTH SEA FERRIES and dream your way to 
the Continent. No. 10. 


Have a HIGHLAND HOLIDAY this Summer in 
OBAN, FORT WILLIAM and INVERNESS. Milton 
Hotels are offering a wide and varied selection of 
centred and touring holidays in these three popular 
locations. Each day you can relax and 
enjoy the fresh mountain air, view the 
mystic lochs and the deep wooded glens 
or pursue your favourite sport or pastime. 
At night you have the choice of 5 hotels 
and an opportunity to sample our 
renowned Scottish hospitality. 

Centred stays range from £17 to £30 for a weekend 
and from £59 to £105 for 7 nights. There is also a 
wide choice of touring holidays from £64.80 to £100.80 for 7 nights. All rates quoted 
are per person in a twin room and include half-board accommodation and VAT. 

For illustrated colour brochure, listing all holidays, price list and booking form, call Fort 
William (0397) 3139 or fill in Coupon No. 13. 


Over the sea 


Highlands, lowlands, lochs and a 


to Skye... beautiful coastline—that’s Dumfries and 
For peace Galloway. Peaceful roads abound, and 
and there is so much to see and do! Visit 
relaxation ruined abbeys, historic castles, 

visit Skye, fascinating museums and lovely gardens, 
‘the gem of or explore charming villages and superb 
the Western forest walks. Dumfries and Galloway 


seas’. Marvel at the eheel grandeur, the 
superb coastal views and the total charm 
of this lovely island, steeped in the 


has a charm of its own. If 
g you can get away 
» early so much 


remote, mystic quality of the Hebrides. the better, 
Go in spring for hours of sunshine or in Scotland is 
autumn when nature’s colouring is most at its best in 
glorious. Excellent accommodation is May and 
available. There are four car ferries, also June. 

air and coach services. Coupon No. 14. Coupon 15. 


There’s only one thing more refreshing than Austrian air—Austrian hospitality. 
Wherever you go in AUSTRIA, you'll be greeted with genuine hospitality. At a 
comfortable hotel, a cosy little inn or a simple farmhouse where you'll be treated as one 
of the family. 

The Austrians love visitors. And you'll love Austria. The pure, fresh air. The breathtaking 
scenic beauty. The emerald lakes, rugged mountains, crystal-clear streams and rolling 
Alpine meadows. Then there's the richness of its cultural heritage. The ancient castles 
and historic towns. And the vitality of the music 
you'll hear everywhere. Opera, brass bands, and 
the violins and zithers that accompany almost 
every meal. 

You'll enjoy the sailing, the swimming, walking, 
climbing and the traditional folk evenings. 
AUSTRIA has so much to offer. So post Coupon 
No. 17 today for more details of AUSTRIAN 
SUMMER HOLIDAYS. 


MAIL ORDER PROTECTION SCHEME 

The publishers of this magazine have given to the Director General of Fair 
Trading an undertaking to refund moneys sent by readers in response to mail 
order advertisements* placed by mail order traders who fail to supply goods 
or refund the money and who have become the subject of liquidation or 
bankruptcy proceedings. These refunds are made voluntarily and this 
arrangement does not apply to any failure to supply goods advertised in a 
catalogue or direct mail solicitation. 

If a mail order trader fails, readers are advised to lodge a claim with this 
magazine within 3 months from the date of the appearance of the advertise- 
ment. Claims received after 3 months will be considered at the discretion of 
the publishers. 

*For the purpose of this Scheme, mail order advertising is defined as: ‘Direct 
response advertisements, display or postal bargains where cash has to be 
sent in advance of goods being received’. 
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Drive Directory Coupons 

It costs you absolutely nothing to obtain further information on 
the items in Drive Directory. All you have to do is quote the 
brochure numbers (these are in bold type at the end of each 
Directory) in the appropriate box on the coupon below. Then 
PRINT your name and address and cut out the number of 
coupons you require and put them in a sealed envelope. It 
requires NO STAMP because Drive is paying the postage 
for you. Send the envelope with enclosures to this address: 
Drive Directory, FREEPOST, Basingstoke, Hants, RG21 
2EA. Valid until 30/6/79. 


Please ensure each coupon is fully completed for each brochure 
requested. Complete money form for brochures numbered 6, 
8A, 8B, 9 and 11. 


MONEY FORM 


If you've asked for brochures costing money, write their numbers and prices here and 
enclose cheque/Postal Order made out to Drive Directory for the total amount. 


Quote Price 


Quote Brochure No. 
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There are no hidden extras. The price of your 


variety of excursions. 


ete 


PARIS TRAVEL SERVICE offers you the many faces of FRANCE through a selection 


of inviting holidays that include own car, self-drive and fly/drive itineraries. Between 
April and he pa you can tour the Loire Valley in your own car, with 4 nights’ room 


and breakfast in Tours, from as little as £45 per person. 
This price also covers cross-Channel ferry, regardless of 
size of car. Further afield, there’s a fly/drive holiday that 
takes in Brittany, the Loire, Massif Central, Auvergne and 
the Pyrenees: 8 or 15 days from £174 each for two, 
including scheduled flight, car hire and hotel with 
breakfast and dinner. Simply book ahead as you tour and 
set your own pace. Paris Travel Service will give you all 
the help you need, and this extends to all their holidays— 
from Brittany to Corsica—with or without a car. If you 
don't fancy driving, there are Weekend Breaks (Paris 
included from £25), Special Interest Tours and the Grand 
Tour of France by luxury coach. Many other holiday ideas 
can be found in their brochure. Coupon No. 19. 


For a relaxing holiday amid magnificent scenery go Dutch this year with a BOTEL 
CRUISE to Holland. An 8-day sailing along the majestic, sheltered Rhine during April 
and May shows you spring at its loveliest. Discover all that Holland has to offer: 
gorgeous bulbfields, medieval and Roman cities, quaint villages and flower markets, 
and see the cheese-making centre of Gouda. Your floating hotel sails only by day and at 
a leisurely pace. Relax on the sundeck or in your air-conditioned cabin and watch the 
ever-changing scenery slip past. All cabins have hot and cold water and shaver point, 
some have their own private bathroom. Enjoy 
attractive meals servea by the friendly, English- 
Dutch staff in the wide-windowed dining room. 


cruise includes 1st class rail/boat/coach, 
London—Amsterdam return, plus a fascinating 
For a lifetime of happy 4 
memories book BOTEL No. 20. 8 day cruises to 

Holland and the Bulbfields £238. Also 8 and 15 


day Rhine cruises from £287 and £506. 


GERMANY 


Have a holiday on the way. 


There’s no need to hurtle to Europe. How much more pleasant 
to eat, drink, doze, perhaps dance your way there, in surroundings 
of considerable luxury. 

That’s what Prins Ferries are all about. Every day, one of our 
magnificent ships leaves Harwich direct for Hamburg or Bremer- 
haven. You’ve hours to share between your cabin, the dance floor, 
one of the bars, the smorgasbord... And then you cag enjoy one 
of our special holidays in Germany 
or Scandinavia. There’s a superb B_ Ss 
choice in our brochure. oe DS Sete 


OE el 
Please send me your 1979 Timetable. | 
Tick if you require: Holiday Programme (_! 
Through fares to Scandinavia [_} i 


Waltieeer gi eo eee ae Bie Td Sa 2 sec ---~~ | 
Address es Sete AL eZ Ye >) 
o~ BREMERHAVEN HAMBURG 

et i ? ale 

Prins Ferries, 
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ating the Jobs. What, exactly, 
was wrong with the Hartwells’ 
car? It had been filled with diese/, 
not petrol, at that last motorway 
service station. 


And that brings to a close 
DRIVE’s Caring Motorist com- 
petition, launched in our tenth- 
anniversary issue in May 1977 
to find six selfless drivers who 
used their cars to help others. 
The response was tremendous, 
with scores of entries, many from 
old folk wanting to thank friends 
and neighbours for regular lifts 
to shops, doctors, hospitals, or 
just for runs in the country. 

The judges’ task was never easy; 
the other five winners—each of 
whom has received 10 years’ AA 
membership—were: the neigh- 
bour who looked after a woman’s 
car while her husband was in 
hospital; the chap who rescued a 
honeymoon couple who _ had 
broken down; a man who accom- 
panied an L-driver for months to 
give her the confidence to pass her 
test; the arthritic motorist who 
collected elderly and disabled 
friends from their homes for 
shopping expeditions; and the 
man who drove a crash-victim 
20 miles to hospital. 

Our congratulations to all of 
them—and our thanks. 


Baader or worse? 

Red faces at the London HQ of 
the Motor Agents Association, 
following a less-than-charitable 
statement released in the wake of 
the arrest of ‘motor mechanic’ 
and Baader Meinhof-gang mem- 
ber Astrid Proll. 

Within 72 hours of a swoop by 
-armed detectives on the premises 
of the North London Vehicle 
Repair Workshop, where Ms 
Proll was employed to instruct 
unemployed — school-leavers in 
basic mechanics, the MAA was 
referring to the workshop as the 
‘sole survivor of the ill-conceived 
community-group attempts of 
1977 to compete with professional 
garage managements in garage- 
skill training’. The MAA couldn't 
understand how Ms Proll came to 
be employed as ‘it seems fair to 
assume that routine checks and 
enquiries would have cast doubts 
on her status asa fully experienced 
worker in possession of the 
appropriate City and Guilds 
certificate’; and it was ‘patently 
absurd’ to pay her a ‘salary in the 
range of £4000—£4500 when con- 
sidered against the wage levels of 
’ mechanics in the industry’. 

The MAA concluded it ‘now 
believes that this entire episode 
{the arrest of Astrid Proll] well 
illustrates -the value of its 
approach to the Manpower Ser- 
vices Commission last year in 
_ ensuring that garage-skill/training 
remains where it should stay— 
with the professionals.’ This 
approach led to an agreement, 
claims the MAA, with the 


government-backed MSC _ to 
‘control the proliferation of 
garage-training projects mounted 
by well-meaning but inexperienced 
community groups’. 

The red faces? Well it appears 
that, among the members of the 
Management committee of the 
workshop—established in 1977 
as an employment project and 
funded under the MSC’s job- 
creation programme to the tune 
of some £42,000—are four 
London garages: Henlys, Shaw 
and Kilburn, R E King, of Belsize 
Lane, and Salvage and Wyatt, of 
Kentish Town. 

The four garages, all of whom 
are members of the MAA, have 
always taken an active interest in 
the running of the workshop. In 
fact, two representatives of 
Henlys were on the management 
panel that interviewed Ms Proll 
(known then as Anna Puttick). 

Workshop’s secretary, David 
Martin, tells DRIVE: ‘Her qualifi- 
cations for the job, apart from 
her obvious interest in the project, 
were a certificate in City and 
Guilds, Part 1, in vehicle repair, 
and a certificate from the Training 
Opportunities Programme course 
on the same subject; she was also 
taking a course in welding. In 
addition we received an exemplary 
reference from a past employer, 
who was a mechanic. 

‘The details of her employment 
were straightforward—she had a 
P45 and a National Insurance 
number. We needed her as a third- 
string in our trio of instructors. 
The other two each had 15-20 
years’ experience in all aspects 
of vehicle-repair and mainten- 
ance, and we needed her to teach 
lads the basics.” 

The MAA now tells DRIVE that 
the matter is ‘over and done with’, 
though the wage paid to Ms Proll 
was ‘way below’ that which a 
qualified mechanic employed by a 
garage could command. 


Popularity Pole? 

Teach the natives to shoot 
straight, and they might just end 
up shooting you! It’s a thought 
that must cross Fiat’s mind as it 
views the introduction of the 
Polonez. 

Fiat was surely pleased to find a 
profitable outlet for its outdated 
models when it got into deals with 
the Soviets (Lada) and the Poles 
(Polski—Fiat) in 1970 and 1967. 
True, a few might trickle back 
into EEC countries, but... 

The Poles had other ideas, how- 
ever, and, using that Western 
trick known in the business as a 
‘re-skin’, they have pitched into 
the Western market-place with a 
thoroughly modern bodyshape, 
without having to spend millions 
on new running gear. 

The result is the Polonez (pic- 
tured above), with appeal to the 
trend-following European buyer. 

The Warsaw car-builders have 
decided that the Polonez can sell 


on its merits rather than its price 
but at £3000 it is hardly expensive. 


Performance from the 148lcc 
overhead-valve, four-cylinder 
engine is claimed to be competi- 
tive, with a maximum speed of 
around 90mph and fuel con- 
sumption of 25—26mpg overall. 

Britain has been earmarked as a 
main sales-target. 


Pounds and pounds 

The many dozens of motorists 
who complain to the AA’s legal 
services each year about vehicles 
being towed off London streets 
and into the pounds of the 
Metropolitan Police cannot be 
too pleased by the news that the 
fine for retrieving an impounded 
car has gone up from £20 to £22. 

In fact, many of the complaints 
received by the AA are unjustified. 
If you park on a double yellow 
line, clearly you run the risk of 
having your vehicle removed. 
But, those who are not regular 
visitors to London can often 
make an innocent mistake, such 
as putting a coin in the wrong 
side of a double-headed meter, or 
parking in a street without 
restrictions but nevertheless 
causing an obstruction. 

One AA member, urgently need- 
ing to respond to a call of nature 
and unable to find a meter, parked 
on a single yellow line just off 
Leicester Square, outside a public 
convenience. He was gone for 
two minutes—a fact confirmed on 
the ticket—but the car was never- 
theless removed and it cost him 
£20 to get it back. 

Scotland Yard tells DRIVE that 
49,944 vehicles were towed away 
in the Metropolitan Police area 
in 1977, and motorists paid nearly 
£1 million to retrieve them. An 
additional £4,627,996 was paid in 
fixed-penalty fines. 

This makes a total revenue of 
nearly £5.5million. Yet the 


Department of Transport, which | 


authorised the latest £2 increase 
maintains that the towing-away 
operation is run at a loss. The new 
fines are not a deterrent, it insists, 
but ‘a modest increase’ to prevent 
a deficit. 

The Transport department adds, 
ironically, that the proliferation 
of anti-theft devices is contri- 
buting to the rising cost of 
removal. Says a spokesman: “The 


police are unable in such cases 
simply to drive the car away. They 
have to lift it on to a transporter, 
and obviously this involves more 
people and other vehicles.’ 


Ahhh... 

All right, Yak? 

Manchester Garages Ltd sold 
around £10million-worth — of 


Fords in 1978, but this year one of 
its vehicles in particular will be 
the centre of attraction for buyers 
world-wide. Called the Yak, it’s a 
bit like a Jeep, and has some off- 
road capability thanks to a 
differential-lock that, Manchester 
Garages claims will allow it to go 
anywhere a Land-Rover can. 

At the moment, the Yak is still 
in the prototype stage and some 
changes are likely, but the testers 
are happy with the trusty mechani- 
cals of the Ford Escort. 

The project is being backed by 
the National Research Develop- 
ment Corporation to the tune of 
about £110,000; Manchester 
Garages hopes to build up to 500 
in 1979 and sees the vehicles— 
priced at about £3200—going 
mainly to developing countries. 


Seal of Approval 

Monte Carlo and Grand Prix sheep- 
skin car  seatcovers have been 
awarded an AA Seal of Approval; the 
Braidlok towrope will also be known 
as Rollorope; and the Seal of Approval 
has lapsed on the Cartrend GT One- 
piece Headrest. 


Road-number changes 
Important changes in the Chelmsford/ 
Harlow/Bishop’s Stortford area 
include: Bishop’s Stortford—Harlow 
now A1184; Harlow—MI11 junction 7 
now A414; M11 junction 7-Theydon 
Bois now B1393; A414 Chelmsford— 
Hatfield Heath now A1060 (from 
Hatfield Heath—north of Harlow now 
un-numbered): and A122 Chelmsford 
—M11 junction 7 now A414. AA 
members should refer to the Hand- 
book atlas, page 19. 


Roads information 
Numbers in parentheses refer to 


maps in the 1978-1979 AA 
Members’ Handbook. 

BRITAIN 

Motorways open MI80, Thorne 


Belton (A161), 74+ miles (34). 
Major roads open A36, Whaddon and 


Alderbury bypass, 1.4 miles (8); 
A776, East Kilbride Expressway, 
1.7 miles (48). 


Argosy give two letters 
of recommendation 
with every holiday. 


Take a look at our brochures. You'll like 

the holidays we've organised to some 

of the world’s best known tourist 
spots, and for prices you'll find 
hard to match elsewhere. 

Whether it be an 
Argosy motoring 
Or holiday in Europe, tour 
i of the North American 

continent or a trip to the other end 
of the world, you can be sure of 
200d value and efficient organisation @ 
from the AA’s own tour operator. 
For brochures and 
reservations contact your 
nearest AA Travel Agency, or 
Argosy Holidays, PO. Box 100, 
Halesowen, West Midlands, 

Bo3 3BL Or telephone 
021-550 7401. 
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Wholly owned by the Automobile Association 


‘JUST WATCH the look of panic on their 
faces,’ said the carpark superintendent, as 
the queue stretching nearly 200 yards 
crept slowly into the multi-storey like a 
doomed ghost train. Certainly, the ramps 
were typically daunting, causing chaos 
and near-collisions, while blind-corners 
_and two-way traffic on steep inclines 
demanded skill beyond some drivers... 
Most covered carparks are cheerless 
places, with low headroom making the 
atmosphere oppressive. With under- 
ground parks, there is the additional 
claustrophobic effect from the proximity 
of the concrete walls: and even if they are 
properly ventilated, underground parks 
always seem to be airless and smelly. 
Neither type offers protection from 
the careless parker, the vandal or the thief: 
if your car is damaged or stolen, you are 
unlikely to be compensated by the carpark 
owner, unless it is clear that its staff has 
been negligent—a task that is so difficult 
to prove that few victims even try. 
National Car Parks, the giant that, in 
30 years, has acquired the lion’s share of 
the country’s carparks, confirms that 
fewer than one customer a week com- 
plains about crime. The most-frequent 
complaints are about staff rudeness and 
small-change cheating at the check-out. 
NCP admits that security at its 250 or so 
under-cover parks in this country—more 
than 100 in the London area—could be 
improved . . . but only at a price that 
motorists would not be prepared to pay. 
It would need an army of. security men 
and probably closed-circuit television, 
too. Such a move, says NCP candidly, isn’t 
going to happen: ‘Anyway, if you leave 
your car in the street, you run just as much 
risk of having it stolen or things taken 
from it,’ says a spokesman. 
_ Lack of security was a major criticism by 


carpark users questioned by DRIVE in 
straw polls at multi-storeys throughout 
Britain recently, but they also complained 
about delays, particularly on busy shop- 
ping days, in parking and collecting 
vehicles from town-centresites; difficulties 
in manoeuvring cars through narrow, con- 
fined spaces and ramps; and niggling 
‘nasties’ such as dripping water from 
higher levels that stains car paintwork. 

Most motorists preferred open-air 
surface parks, with some even braving the 
peril of the traffic warden rather than face 
the rigours of queueing for a place ina 
multi-storey. Regular multi-storey users 
were generally those who had no choice 
anyway, and many were only too aware of 
the dangers of vandalism and mugging. 
Few had a good word to say about the 
outside appearance of purpose-built car- 
parks, with their barrack-like facades. 

Cash, of course, is a big complaint in the 
carparks debate: when it costs so much to 
keep a vehicle moving, it hurts to spend 
more to leave it standing still. At the car- 
park in Whitcomb Street, off Leicester 
Square, London—a multi-storey tomb 
that’s almost always full of season-ticket 
holders by day and theatre-goers by night 
—the tariff is £2.75 for 12 hours, though 
you can have an extra 12 hours for just 10p. 

But it’s short-term parkers who can 
be heavily penalised. Regular carpark 
users will tell of the checkout clerk who 
leaves his barrier resolutely down while 
he is absent from his post. And the frus- 
trated motorist, having suffered in claus- 
trophobic conditions for fruitless minutes, 
can find that he is charged 60p extra for 
overstaying his ‘welcome’. 

Recently, at an NCP park in Liverpool, 
a queue of fuming motorists was held up 
for more than an hour when the barrier 
mechanism went wrong. Despite protests, 


. rhe bad, the worse 
and the ugly 


the attendant refused to let them pass until 
the extra hour had been paid for. 

Later, NCP relented and agreed that, in 
future, if equipment failed, the barrier 
would be removed altogether and 
customers allowed to leave without 
further charge. “This will apply all over 
the country,’ a spokesman promised. 

Of course, there is another option to 
queueing to get in and out of the cata- 
combs: you can resort to mechanicals. Just 
drive into a multi-storey’s reception area, 
park your car on a giant ‘tea-tray’, and 
leave it all up to a computer that will issue 
instructions to an automatic lift that can 
stack and recover vehicles in only three 
minutes, and with far greater precision 
than a mere human. The driver doesn’t 
even have to set foot inside the gloom. 

It sounds fine in theory, but an early 
version at Houndsditch, in south London, 
has turned out to be an enormous waste of 
space in the heart of a vital commercial 
area, with motorists reluctant to entrust 
their machines to machinery. The car- 
park, designed to accommodate 440 
vehicles, now holds only 140—below 
ground level and on the forecourt. 

Depressingly, the nature of Britain’s car- 
parks is unlikely to change for years yet— 
and even attempts to brighten up the 
existing buildings with markets, skate- 
board parks and even simple vending 
machines are quickly thwarted by vandals. 
Multi-storey carparks remain just what 
they always have been—places to get away 
from as fast as possible, an alien world of 
dark corners, wheel-spinning turns, 
engine-stalling climbs, narrow corridors, 
danger-filled stairways . . . in short, build- 
ings that seem designed specifically to be 
unsuited to cars and people. 

It’s a picture that DRIVE’s photographers 
have captured overpage. 
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THE BAD, THE WORSE AND THE UGLY 


WHY ARE we waiting? There’s 
nothing like a queue for raising 
a driver’s temperature to boiling 
point, especially when_ traffic 
coming, going and simply passing 
by all have to criss-cross like army 
motorcyclists at a military tattoo. 
Cunningly engineered exits and 
entrances ensure a near-miss 
every few minutes. And, when 
patience finally is ‘rewarded’, 
drivers must struggle with coins, 
tickets, loose-change dispensers 
and the ever-threatening barrier. 
It’s all bad enough when you are 
stuck outside waiting to go in; 
how much worse as you choke in 
an exhaust-filled gloom like a 
tunnelling prisoner-of-war wait- 
ing to escape? It all takes its toll 
on tempers; it may even take a toll 
on health; but it also takes a toll 
on petrol consumption, brakes, 
clutches, and, inevitably, in the 
excitement of the hunt for a space 
or an exit, on bodywork, too, with 
cars rolling backwards and 
forwards as concentration wanes 


EXIT. lifts and| 


stairs to a@ level 


THE INTRODUCTION of the aerosol 
paint spray was a mixed blessing 
for the motorist. Of course, it 
isn’t only carparks for whom the 
writing is on the wall, but few 
environments can be better-suited 
to furtive graffiti artists. In fact, 
motorists can be grateful if paint- 
sprayers restrict their efforts to 
the walls... And poverty-stricken 
vandals don’t have to feel left out 
of it: without having to invest in 
paint, there are expensive electric- 
lit signs that are ever-vulnerable 
to the hooligan who can swing a 
bottle and be gone before the 
glass hits the ground. All of this 
is merely unsightly; more incon- 
venient—even dangerous, with a 
possibly mugger-infested stairway 
to brave—is the fact that, if the 
lifts are working, it’s only because 
the vandals are having an easy 
week. But, never mind: at least in 
a multi-storey carpark, you're out 
of the wet... 


.. . ORARE YOU? A large flat roof 
such as forms the top floor of a 
multi-storey carpark is a wonder- 
ful place to measure rainfall. A 
blocked drain or badly sloping 
tarmac can rapidly convince 
drivers of the wisdom of having 
three boots: one for the car, and 
a Wellington pair for himself. But 
it isn’t only the top people who 
suffer when the skies open up; 
both in underground and overr 
ground carparks, motorists down 
below may find that water drip- 
ping through the concrete levels 
can pick up enough lime to leave 
a bright stain on highly polished 
cars. If this isn’t. washed off 
quickly and thoroughly, it can 
damage the paintwork, necessita- 
ting a respray. Yet one of the most 
common reasons that DRIVE heard 
for using multi-storey carparks 
was that they gave both the car 
and the motorist ‘protection from 
the weather’ 


WOMEN AND children last—cars 
and kids don’t mix at the best of 
times, but, in the confines of a 
multi-storey carpark, with no 
pavements and drivers who often 
forget to switch on headlamps, 
the mixture can be deadly. 
Especially if Mum has to struggle 
with a pram, lock doors—and 


look after an impatient youngster. 
And the next time you’re cursing 
the lifts that don’t lift, think of 
the lady with the pram. For her, 
it's a choice of bumping her way 
down the interminable series of 
steps or competing with indoor 
boy-racers on the ramps. And 
Mum knows better than to try 


ENOUGH TO drive you round the 
bend. The arrow painted on the 
ground in the scene top left is 
more than just symbolic: two-way 
traffic with but a single exit, and, 
when opposing drivers find them- 
selves on a collision course, it’s 
often a case of first come, first 
swerved. Who has the right of 
way? Well, who has the courage 
to hold his line when all around 
are chicken? There are no traffic 
signals around here. And hands 
up everyone who has ever fol- 
lowed the arrows and followed the 
arrows and followed the arrows 
—only to find himself back where 
he started? All right, then— 
hands up any who haven't... ? 
Then there is the carpark that 
seems to have been designed 
exclusively for Minis—and the 
message is painted clearly onthe 
wall, far left. Black-and-yellow 
stripes don’t, unfortunately, make 
a roadway any wider or a corner 
less sharp, and any driver of a 
family-sized saloon who misses 
his turn by a coat of paint in a 
rabbit warren such as this will find 
his chances of compensation are 
as slim as the clearance he was 
allowed. Even worse can lurk 
around a gloomy corner of the 
stairway in the eternal night of an 
underground carpark. In these 
Clockwork Orange settings, it 
could be anything or nothing. A 
shadow? Or... ? 


Where are the worst multi-storey carparks in Britain? 
And what are the frightening, funny, expensive, dangerous, maddening, 
stomach-lurching, ludicrous experiences YOU and your car 
have had in them? Write and tell us. We’ll select the best, and pay £5 
for each one published. Address your letters to: Carpark Capers, 
DRIVE, AA, Fanum House, Basingstoke, Hants RG21 2EA. 


CAR TESTS 


Yes, it was tough out there—the mud and the noise, where men 
are men and car testers wear Wellies. The British Range Rover 
went over the top, prepared for a giant tussle with America’s 
Jeep Cherokee S; but then Japan’s Subaru 4wd estate arrived— 
small but meanly priced. This, then, was the Four-Wheeled War. 
When the muck hit the fanbelt, who advanced . 


REINFORCEMENTS FOR 
THE JAPANESE FRONT 


Value for money was the unbeat- 
able quality that impressed DRIVE 
in May 1978, when we tested the 
Subaru as a £2700 conventional 
family saloon. Few rivals, we 
pointed out, manage to price 
themselves under £3000. 

Well, here’s the clincher: for 
another £1000 or so, makers Fuji 
Heavy Industries can add a four- 
wheel-drive facility to estate-car 
bodywork, putting its family hack 
into the same farm rut as the 
£10,000 Range Rover, Jeep and 
Co. Not only that, but Subaru- 
buyers don’t have to stay down 
on the farm: at the click of a lever, 


they can convert back to two- 
wheel drive, with all the road- 
going fuel savings that that 
implies. 


Is this the end of the road for the 
Famous Fours? Or is the little 
Jap just a stick-in-the-mud when 
the going gets really rough? 


oa 


.. and who stuck? 


Price £3990 On the road £41 oS 2 


On (and off) the road 
DRIVE had an easy time starting 


the Subaru—our testers were 
taken with the click-stop progres- 
sion of the choke control. Warm- 
up is, for the most part, untem- 
peramental, despite some naughty 
carburettor flat-spots we thought 
the Japanese had mastered. 

On paper, the flat-four, water- 
cooled engine could have been 
borrowed from an Alfasud, but 
there the resemblance ends. Pull- 
ing hard, it sounds harsh, and 
boom periods at 60mph and 
70mph compound the racket. 
On the road, too, it is all too easy 


to condemn the Subaru as slug- 
gish for a 1600cc- engined car, but 
it has to be remembered that this 
one will reach places most others 
cannot; and, despite the weight of 
its estate body and underbody 
shielding, it isn’t that much 
slower than the conventional, 
£1000-cheaper saloon-car Subaru. 

DRIVE’s forays over hill and dale 
didn’t help to produce good fuel 
economy, but the test car none- 
theless narrowly missed achieving 
an overall 30mpg on 2-star petrol. 
Whatever your conclusions as yet, 
no other four-wheel drive vehicle 
that we have tested can get near 
the Subaru’s mpg figures. 

The gear change may not be as 
slick as a Ford Cortina’s—nor, 
for that matter, a Toyota’s—but, 
given that the Subaru is a front- 
wheel drive car most of the time, 
it is acceptable. Happily, it has 
none of the zizzing gear noise 
found on our last Subaru test. 

The clutch has an easy action, 
although it left occasional doubts 
about its stamina off the road: 
there was a strong smell of burn- 
ing on a |-in-3 hill-restart .. . 

With tyres designed to chew 
their way through a mudbath and 
suspension made to take a sadistic 
pounding, there have to be some 
compromises on the road. . . and 
DRIVE didn’t even love the ride of 
the conventional Subaru saloon 
that much. The all-independent 


set-up looks good on paper but 
doesn’t keep its promises (though 
it is still better than many 
Oriental rivals), and the low-speed 
ride is particularly poor. 

Positive steering would be kicked 
out of a driver’s hands on arutted 
cart-track, so the Subaru’s is per- 
haps necessarily sloppy. In 
Japanese terms, however, the 
rack-and-pinion system is still a 
big step forward. 

Subaru braking is good, free 
from fade and immune to a soak- 
ing, with the brake pipes routed 
high and out of the way. It shows 
even progression up to an almost- 
there best stop of 90° for afoot 
pressure of 55lb. The car-sized 
pedals might not appeal to a 
farmer in muddy Wellies, but his 
wife will love them. 

Off the road, DRIVE expected the 
Subaru to be eaten alive by the 
heavyweights in this test group, 
but in most respects it wasn’t the 
case. In fact, after a day of driving 
across terrain that could be used 
for tank testing, it was the only 
vehicle that hadn’t had to be 
pulled out of a giant mud pie. 

The surprise was that, with its 
good ground clearance and grippy 
tyres, it could get to many places 
using only two-wheel drive, leay- 
ing us asking if the four-wheel 
drive facility really is worth the 
extra £900. But, when you are 
bogged down, it’s comforting to 


be able to sit back and marvel at 
what a four-wheel drive can do. 
The Subaru didn’t do the job 
with the Range Rover’s aplomb— 
we suspect that nothing could— 
but it made the Jeep look crude 
at times. And its ride over_less- 
arduous green lanes lets you know 
that the car is well made, with an 
almost total absence of creaks. 


Inside story 

Vehicles that can take muddy 
fields in their stride ought not to 
be carpeted, so the Subaru’s floor 
is covered by sturdy, well-fitted 
rubber mating, and there are 
sensibly designed scuff guards on 
the base of the doors. Plastic- 
covered seats, too, may not be as 
luxurious as the cloth-covered 
variety, but they are more 
resistant to soggy dogs and such. 
The snag is that they also allow 
the driver to slide around. 

The basic but easy-to-read 


instrument layout of the saloon 
Subaru needed no changes for 
use in the off-road estate, apart 
from a green light to let you know 
when four-wheel drive is engaged 
—vital, for apart from a slight 
heaviness in steering there are no 


clues while driving, and, because 
there is no differential between 
front and rear wheels, speeds 
in four-wheel drive are restric- 
ted to under 50mph. 

Switchgear and minor controls 


Fe Ni es ie 

work well and are easily to hand. 
Our only complaint is a rear- 
window demist switch that is hard 
to find in the dark. 

The Japanese drive on the left, so 
British buyers will be pleased to 
find the Subaru’s main stalk 
control on the right of the steering 
column for the indicators, head- 
lamp dip and flash, 2-speed wipers 
and electric washers; there’s 
a smaller one on the left for the 
essential tailgate wash-wipe. 


Headlamps are operated by a 


pull-out knob on the righthand of 
the facia, and though the tungsten 
sealed-beam units on the test car 
were poorly adjusted we deemed 
them adequate. 

Like most Japanese builders, 
Subaru fits a standard push- 


-Jeepers,creepers 


button radio, but it’s a medium- 
wave-only device of poor quality. 

Ironically, the Subaru was the 
only car in DRIVE’s trio to have 
reclining seats, but they could not 
be expected to match the arm- 
chair proportions of the Jeep’s or 
the Range Rover’s. Indeed, there 
is nothing subtle about the sup- 
port they offer, and the back seats 
lack comfort, too. 

Legroom is in short supply, front 
and back, but the Subaru can 
swallow a lot of luggage— 
especially when the back seat 
folds to produce a 53in-long plat- 
form. Heavy objects, however, 
need to be lifted 2ft off the ground 
—the penalty for having good 
ground clearance. Oddments 
space consists of a lockable glove- 


overall length 13ft O4in 
overall width 5ft Jin 
overall height 4ft 82in 


kerbweight 2Ocwt | 


box, a parcels shelf and a map 
pocket in the driver’s door. 

The heater’s ability to recirculate 
the car’s air is useful on dusty 
off-road lanes as well as in traffic 
jams, but in too many respects it is 
disappointing—fiddly to adjust 
and slow to respond to the driver’s 
needs, producing a stuffy car at 
times; and it’s an effort to open 
the stiff windows. Rear-seat pas- 
sengers find that little warmth 
filters through. 

The ventilation system, on the 
other hand, is better than many 
that DRIVE has encountered, with 
a powerful flow from either end of 
the facia that cools your face, not 
your fingers. 

Safety is, of course, aided by the 
four-wheel drive facility, which 


Cars with power at > 
every corner 


John Perkins 


should help Subarus keep their 
footing in ice and snow. Secondary 
safety includes the usual col- 
lapsible ‘safety zones’ surround- 
ing arigid passenger cell. 

Overall, the company has given 
more than a passing thought to 
keeping its customers alive, but 
defects include the far-too-usual 
shortage of padding along the 
windscreen header rail, and the 
absence of child-safety locks on 
the rear doors. 

Doors have been designed to stay 
closed in the event of a side- 
swipe, and Britax inertia-reel 
seatbelts are standard—although 
the position of their mountings 
on the central door pillars won’t 
suit tall drivers. 


Living together 

The Subaru saloon that DRIVE 
tested last year was poorly pro- 
tected from rust, and sadly this 
off-road version is no better. Our 
expert declared that there had 
been ‘virtually no attempt made 
to protect the underside of this 
car’. All important areas such as 
sills and wheelarches were missed 
completely, and box sections, too, 
look ill-equipped for a hard life. 
Rust was already weeping from 
the 3000-mile test car’s seams, 
and dirt poultices were building 
up in nasty mudtraps, such as 
behind the headlamps. 

Mudflaps fitted front and rear go 
some way towards protecting the 
well-applied paint, but, like the 
Jeep, the Subaru’s metallic finish 
seemed rather ‘posh’ for an off- 
road vehicle. 

Underbonnet, only the engine-oil 
dipstick is awkward to reach, but 
DRIVE admired the separate dip- 
stick for the gearbox level. 

Getting to grips with the works 
demands the removal of the spare 
wheel and air cleaner, though 
routine jobs look then to be 


simple. 
With secondhand Subarus still 
rare on. dealers’ forecourts, 


ownership costs are still a matter 
of guesswork. But if demand out- 
strips supply, prices will be high. 


Whereas many Range _ Rovers 
rarely leave the confines of 
London’s West End, DRIVE can- 
not imagine anyone buying a 
Subaru for its snob value. It’s a 
workhorse, and proud of it; and, 
if you need a go-anywhere vehicle 
for around £4000, what else could 
you buy? Perhaps a Russian-built 
Lada Niva, but that won’t have 
the Subaru’s road-going economy 
or refinement—and it comes only 
in lefthand-drive, currently. 

DRIVE also suspects that many 
Range Rover owners buy more 
car than really they need to gain 
that four-wheel drive facility. 

If you are still unconvinced, how 
about buying the Subaru to tide 
you over while you wait a few 
years for your Range Rover to 
arrive ....? 
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Jeep Cherokee S auto 


Price £9499 On the road £9604 


AMERICA SENDS IN HER BIG GUNS 


Until very recently, any Briton 
who knew what a Jeep even 
looked like was either old enough 
to have fought alongside the Gls 
in the last war or had seen too 
many John Wayne movies. But 
BL’s inability to satisfy demand 
for Range Rovers has led to an 
American revolution, with the 
American Motor Corporation 
quick to spot the possibilities of 
exporting its legendary four- 
wheel-driver to Britain. 

Jeep’s models run from work- 
horse rivals of the Land-Rover to 
the upmarket Cherokees, aimed at 
well-heeled but frustrated Range 
Rover buyers. DRIVE gave the 
Yanks a chance to shine, and 
asked for the five-door Cherokee 
S V8 automatic. Would it be at 
home on the range? 


On (and off) the road 
Jeep’s leviathan tips the scales 
at 2ton, so, with the meaty 
5.9litre V8 filling the engine bay, 
AMC is not exactly using a sledge- 
hammer to crack a walnut. Fuel 
pours in via a Motocraft twin- 
choke carburettor—and we mean 
pours: we used 75gal of 2-star 
on our 1000-mile test—an overall 
135mpg. 

Dip the throttle slightly, and the 
Cherokee burbles into life after 
a moment’s engine churning and 


warms up quickly. Idling speed on 
the test car was annoyingly high, 
though, and putting it right 
proved beyond the knowhow of 
our roadtesters. 

The law-abiding might be 
interested to note that, when 
travelling at an indicated 70mph, 
we were doing a true 61 mph. 

Stepping smartly away from the 
traffic lights, the Cherokee can 
leave some sports car drivers 
gasping in its wake, with 30mph 
reached in a remarkable 3.6sec. 
Things aren’t so impressive at 
higher speeds, with 60mph being 
13.2sec from standstill (remember 
the engine capacity); but then 
American buyers do have to abide 
by what Britons may regard as 
punitive speed limits. 

With so much torque available, 
the Cherokee hardly needs its low 
gears .. . whichis just as well. The 
automatic box tends to like hang- 
ing on to top gear, but there are 
no performance gains to be had by 
over-riding auto selection from 
standstill. Alarmingly, if you 
try, there are no stops along the 
way, and the selector can be 
pushed through Drive into 
reverse! 

The Cherokee will not change 
down from 2 to | above 10mph, 
nor from Drive to 2 above l6mph 
using part throttle. Flooring the 


3 | All measurements in inches 


pedal produces changes up at 
18mph and 48mph, but the auto 
down-change is jerky. 

The suspension set-up makes you 
wonder which end of the car is 
which. Four-wheel drive resorts to 
a live axle at each end, with leaf 
springs and telescopic dampers; 
anti-roll bars are deemed unneces- 
sary. And, as we expected, there 
is quite a bit of body roll, though 
never enough to become alarm- 
ing. 

At first, it is difficult to drive 
even in a straight line, so vague is 
the steering around the straight- 
ahead: Americans favour light- 
ness, and this recirculating-ball 
steering certainly gives that. 

Pushed hard into corners, the 
Cherokee displays a mild 
tendency to go straight on, with 
all tyres squealing—an impressive 
sight; but the beast is easily tamed 
by backing off on the accelerator. 

We expected the ride to be some- 
thing of a compromise, bearing in 
mind the car’s off-road capability, 
but it is ‘typically American’. Soft 
and bouncy. Hardier British 
buyers can opt for a heavy-duty 
suspension kit—a £103 factory- 
fitted extra; but without it, the 
test car was happiest at a gentle, 
‘freeway -style 60mph, displaying 
a very impressive level of comfort 
. . . though even baby humps 
could set the front end pitching. 

The giant brake pedal offers 
plenty of room for a Wellie-clad 
size 12, but demands a he-man 
approach. DRIVE’s brake-testing 
started well, with reasonable pro- 
gression up to a best-stop of 95%, 
for a pedal pressure of 100Ib. 

Brake fade is, however, a big 
problem for the Jeep. Just imagine 
the 2ton Cherokee towing a 
7000Ib trailer down a mountain 
pass—not a time to discover that 
pedal pressures are rising . . . 
Worse, especially in such a cross- 
country dreadnought, are the nine 
prods on the pedal demanded to 
restore full efficiency after a 
soaking. 

The absence of the hard-suspen- 
sion kit, or even knobbly tyres, 
almost certainly marred our 
impression of the off-road 
Cherokee. Its ride on ‘mild’ green 
lanes was as good as its power; 
but over the real rough stuff, 


kerbweight 40cwt 
overall length 15ft 34in 
overall width 6ft 63in 
overall height 5ft 72in 


i a 
Range Rover 


control’ 


Otherwise, 


limits are set by how much agony 
the occupants can endure. 

Quick driving off-road produces 
sickening leaps, dives and crashes 
drowned only by human protest. 
It grounded one end after the 
other of the test car. 

The automatic gearbox is a boon 
off the road, allowing the driver to 
concentrate on more important 
things. There is alow-ratio lever— 
badly placed on the passenger side 
—but DRIVE never needed it to 
climb even the steepest hill. 

Drivers who do manage to get 
bogged down can delve into the 
glove compartment(!) where they 
will find the switch for Jeep’s 
Quadratrac—a gadget that directs 
power to wheels that can use it, 
avoiding wheelspin. Our testers 
found it made little difference, 
but that was probably the fault 
of the road-going tyres fitted. 


Inside story 

The Cherokee’s armchair front 
seats and settee-like rear bench 
are covered in genuine Levi denim 
—complete with buttons and 
badges—and are very comfort- 
able. They could be more com- 
fortable still if they reclined and 
had head restraints. 

One tall tester complained that 
he couldn’t get far enough away 
from the nicely-padded steering 
wheel (which, by the way, has an 
excellent tilt mechanism). But 
legroom is unsurpassed. 

The rest may be the latest thing in 
America, but it looks distinctly 
1950-ish to European eyes, with 
features such as a floor-mounted 
dipswitch. There’s no shortage of 
instruments, with a _ central 
speedometer flanked by fuel, 
temperature and_ oil-pressure 
gauges and an ammeter. 

Though all the dials are easy 
to read, we didn’t like the way 


they reflected in the side windows ° 


at night. Warning lights let you 
know if the parking brake is on, or 
if Quadratrac drive is selected. 

Wipers are not converted to suit 
righthand-drive, and leave a large 
unswept area to blinker the driver. 
visibility from the 
driving position is superb. 

Minor controls are something of 


_a hotchpotch, with a pull for the 


lights and a twist for the wash/ 
wipe. Side-by-side switches 
operate the rear de-fogger and 
powered rear window—the latter 


‘a necessity, as the tailgate has to 


be opened from inside the car, 


which can mean getting yourself 


muddy as you lean in. 
The righthand steering-column 
stalk is the find-it-and-forget-it 
gear selector. On the left. are 
indicators and—an_ attractively- 
priced option at £88—a ‘cruise 
that allows 


_ determined speed to be held. 


As a people or luggage trans- 


_ porter, the Cherokee wins nothing 


| 


but praise, and, if more room is 


ever needed, the back seat can be. 


any pre- - 


folded out of the way or removed. 
There are some useful cubbyholes 
inside—sadly, none-too-secure— 
but a roofrack is a £109 option. 

Four doors and a tailgate make 
entry and loading easy, but a high 
sill is the price of good ground 
clearance, and children and the 
less-agile will find the seats along 
way up. Once in, a bit of off-road 
work will swiftly make passengers 
aware of the absence of grab- 
handles, and a centre-armrest 
would be as welcome in the erect 
rear seat as it is in the front. 

Being slab-fronted, the Cherokee 
is more likely than most to suffer 
from wind noise, and listening to 
the hi-fi is a strain at 65mph or 
more. There was noise, too, from 
the big radial-ply tyres, and 
special off-road ‘boots’ would no 
doubt be even noisier. The engine 
only becomes harsh-sounding 
when pushed hard. 

Cherokee heating and ventila- 
tion makes us think Jeep must be 
keen to sell the optional air- 
conditioning system—not cheap 
at £780. Main grouse is a total 
lack of face-level ventilation: even 
with the fan working hard, we 
needed a window open. (Drivers 
are warned not to open the tail- 
gate window on the move as it 
will suck in exhaust fumes. ) 

Cherokee’ drivers certainly 
believe that they will come off 
best in a crunch, and they could 
be right. But there are safety omis- 
sions, such as head restraints and 
child-proof door locks. 


Living together 

The well-chosen underbody seal- 
ant looks well applied, but the sills 
are paint-protected only, and the 
matt-black finish was already 
chipping off the grille of the test 
vehicle. The blue metallic paint 
was evenly sprayed on, despite a 
few nibs, but is it practical? 

DIY types will need long legs, or 
a box on which to stand, for get- 
ting to grips underbonnet, but 
most check items are easy to 
locate. Having tried to change a 
wheel—the spare is mean-minded 
steel, not alloy—we reckon that 
most owners will call out the AA. 

Depreciation on the new model 
is a matter for guesswork as yet; 
but insurers view the Cherokee as 
a ‘special’—rates on application. 


We cannot regard the Cherokee 
as a serious rival to the Range 
Rover: the British vehicle remains 
uniquely desirable as a rich man’s 
toy or a workhorse. The Jeep’s 
advantage is extra room = and 
doors, but these have to be set 
against its tremendous thirst and 
surprising crudities (for a £10,000 
vehicle) such as its ventilation. 

Where the Cherokee may how- 
ever score is in its instant, off-the- 
shelf availability—some Range 
Rover buyers: are sure to tire of 
queuing for years to buy the car 


they want today. | 


Price £9151 On the road £9261 


The amazing thing is that Rover 
had the lucrative off-road market 
all to itself for so long. For nearly 
a decade, demand has consistently 
outstripped supply, and the 
announcement at the recent 
Motor Show of plans to increase 
production should go some way 
to making the Range Rover less 
vulnerable to profiteering. 

The model, first seen in 1970, is 
also one of the least altered, and, 
not surprisingly, well-kept two- 
year-olds fetch prices far higher 
than they cost new... and our 
lament, in a 1971 test, that the 
.Range Rover cost an ‘expensive’ 
£2200, now looks ludicrous. 

Can any vehicle that increases 
its resale value by 54p for every 
mile driven in its first 24+ years be 
a bad buy”? 


On (and off) the road 

Unlike the Land-Rover, whose 
appeal has always been strictly 
utilitarian, the Range Rover sets 
out to combine uncompromised 
off-road working capabilities with 
luxury-car characteristics. If any- 
thing has to -give, it must be 
economy: not for Rover the 
appearance of a workhorse with- 
out the guts to back it up. There is 
a beefy 34litre power unit under- 
bonnet and permanent four-wheel 
drive (with, we suspect, more gear 
levers inside than many owners 
know what to do with). 

Not surprisingly, petrol con- 
sumption is heavy compared with 
similarly powered saloons or 
smaller cars with comparable 
performance, yet it remains com- 
fortably superior to the Jeep. 

A maximum nearing the ‘ton’ and 
0-—60mph in 15.7sec feel impres- 
sive in a vehicle of this build—its 
four-wheel-drive blast-off from 
rest.in our standing-start test was 
a revelation in itself. Equally 
captivating is the sheer amiability 
of the silky V8: it will waffle away 
from |5mph in fourth gear, if you 


IF YOU HAVE THE TIME AND THE MONEY... 


‘negotiate, 


wish, and bowl along in the fast 
lane of the motorway. 

Overdrive slashes engine effort 
to a trot at 7Omph, but it isn’t 
essential to maintain decorum, 
and it affects acceleration notice- 
ably if retained in give-and-take 
conditions; with 30-—SOmph and 
50-7Omph each taking some 10 
sec longer than in fourth gear. 

Nowadays, most of the bad 
baulking in gear changing is 
eliminated, but the lever’s long, 
swinging action, ‘don’t rush me’ 
synchromesh and _ obstinate 
reverse gear spoil things. 

Gear whine reminiscent of an 
army lorry gives the vehicle a false 
impression of fussiness at 40mph, 
but press on and it feels much 
easier at twice the speed. 

Our other original 1971 grouse— 
the Range Rover’s desperately 
heavy steering—is rectified by a 
power-steering option that avoids 
the over-lightness that afflicts the 
Jeep but reduces turns between 
locks from 5} to 34. We wouldn’t 
have a Range Rover without it, 
for. even high-speed stability is 
enhanced (not usually -true of 
power steering). With it, the car 
corners briskly and is completely 
predictable. Usually, it’s how 
high-seated passengers fall about 
that limits cornering speeds. 

Ride comfort on ordinary roads 
is supple and acceptable, but no 


‘more. It-can, in fact, feel a little 


loose-limbed and wobbly at times 
—but it does, after all, have two 
live axles leaping about below. 
Head off the road on to the 
rough, however, and one’s 
opinion is transformed. It copes 
nonchalantly with ruts and ridges 
that-a walker would struggle to 
and in a way that 
neither the Jeep nor the Subaru 
can match. Its hill-climbing ability 
is almost magical: you feel sure 
that the car will capsize before it 
loses traction. 

All. in all, it’s no’ wonder the 
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model enjoys fanatical loyalty 
among those who really exploit 
its off-road capability. You 
quickly develop an_ irresistible 
urge to charge across rough 
ground or wade rivers for the 
sheer fun of it. 

In general, the brakes are fully 
up to saloon-car standards, except 
for an early tendency when 
unladen to lock the rear wheels— 
a rear apportioning valve would 
be the answer. The all-disc system 
resorts to a separate parking 
brake in the transmission, but we 
were disappointed by the effort 
needed to secure the car on a 
steep hill and—worse—release 
the lever afterwards. 


Inside story 

After parting with nearly £10,000 
for a Range Rover, the first 
realities to face are that you’ve 
only two doors, that they’re big 
and cumbersome (no effective 
checks on gradients, for instance), 
and that you have to heave a front 
seat forward on its runners every 
time someone gets in the back. 

Twenty inches can be a big step- 
up into the cab for some people, 
and the driver’s knee can easily 
make painful contact with the 
choke. But the dining-chair driv- 
ing position is splendid, and, 
despite the absence of rake adjust- 
ment, both front seats must be 
high on any osteopath’s very- 
short-list of cars with anatomic- 
ally correct support. 

Most aspects of the facia and 
control layout have stood the test 
of time well. The main dials sit 
prominently in a binnacle, with 
fuel and water-temperature 
gauges and a vertical row of tell- 
tale lights between. There are four 
column stalks, and four additional 
gauges, but these are scattered 
along the lower facia and conse- 
quently are hard to read. 

Outside mirrors are poor, but 
the interior dipping mirror com- 
plements a_ splendid all-round 
view for the driver—negotiating 
heavy traffic, or mist at night, is 
so much easier when you can see 
over the cars in front, or your own 
dipped headlamp beams. 

Washers and wipers at both ends 
work well, and the rear glass is 
heated. Neat features include a 
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power socket on the steering 
column alongside the switches for 
facia and roof lighting, and a 
choke warning that comes on only 
when it’s time to ease it home. 

Rear passengers enjoy good 
headroom and magnificent seat 
width (easily enough for three 
adults), but legroom is _ less 
generous than kneeroom—it’s 
usually the other way round in 
lower-built' saloon cars. Front 
headrests badly restrict the view 
forward, but rear-seaters get a 
good look-out through the sliding 
side windows. 

It’s not, however, very secure in 
the back when the driver is 
cornering briskly or negotiating 
rough terrain: there really ought 
to be more to hold on to than just 
one another! On the other hand, 
the rear seat can be folded 
forward to extend the load space 
in a trice, and the split tailboard 
can also take weight when it’s 
down. All-up load capacity 
exceeds half a ton. 

Ventilation and heating were 
originally so well conceived that 
the system—unchanged nine years 
later—performs flawlessly. 

It’s a similar story on the safety 
front: interior padding is well 
thought-out, and the cushioned 
roof remains an object lesson to 
others. The inertia-reel seatbelts 
(‘meany’ BL charges extra for 
these) work very well, being 
integrated into the seat structure 
in a way that other car makers are 
only now beginning to copy. 


Living together 


Despite its greater elegance com-. 


pared with the Land-Rover, the 
Range Rover has all the sturdi- 
ness and rust-cheating properties 
of its plainer sister. Most external 
body panels are aluminium, the 
heavy chassis underneath 1s galva- 
nised and there’s a complete 
absence of frivolous chrome 
plating, unlike the Jeep. 

Normal comments about rust 
protection don’t really apply, for 
the Range Rover’s metalwork has 
sheer thickness to help. And if the 
chosen metal cannot rust, there’s 
no need to coat it with sealant. 

Having triggered. the badly- 
placed bonnet release, less- 
physical males or women drivers 


will need to call for help simply 
to open the bonnet: it takes a 
mighty lift. In fact, mechanical 
accessibility is very easy for 
routine items such as plugs and 
points. All level checks are 
straightforward, too, though the 
Stromberg carburettors are best 
left to experts. 

Even crawling underneath is 
easier with ground clearance like 
the Range Rover’s, and a canopy 
on the right of the rear load deck 
lifts to reveal a splendid toolkit. 

The handbook is a mine of 
information, obviously written 
with self-sufficient types in mind. 
But the servicing schedule is 
arduous and therefore expensive, 
mainly because it is assumed the 
vehicle is going to operate in filthy 
conditions. (If the worst it sees is 
a soggy gymkhana ground, certain 
checks could safely be delayed.) 
Likewise, spares prices are high— 
but they do have more to them. 

Insurance rating—Group 5—is 
not too bad, considering the 
Range Rover's power and 
potential; and scarcity has made 
it a shrewd short-term invest- 
ment. Overall, our calculations 
suggest the vehicle isn’t likely to 
cost more to run than Rover 
saloons or their rivals. 

Trim is essentially practical, with 
plastic floor coverings, yet the 
central hump neatly carpeted. 
Cloth trim is an option, but the 
basic pve is probably easier to 
care for. Having a flat rear floor, 
with no ledges. at the door sills, 
makes sweeping out much easier. 


Even after all these years, the 
Range Rover seemed irresistible 
to our testers’ friends and rela- 
tives, who proffered admiration 
not fully explained by its price- 
tag. But when the novelty has worn 
off, and the fuel bills start rolling 
in, a Range Rover in normal road- 
use really doesn’t offer anything 
you can’t enjoy at half the price. 
It’s when you head for the hills 
and go in for the rough stuff that 


it suddenly makes irresistible 
sense. As a domestic hold-all- 
cum-status symbol, you get 
questionable value for money; 


but as a rugged workhorse off the 
beaten track ... the Range Rover 
still rules. 


a aa 
‘ ‘ | All measurements in inches 


kerbweight 35}.cwt 


overall length 14 ft 8in 
overall width 5ft 10in 


overall height 5ft 10in 


JEEP CHEROKEE S auto 


Front engine: 5900cc/8cyl, OHV (chain); 
one Motorcraft twin-venturi carb; 175bhp 
(SAE) at 4000rpm 

4-wheel drive: 3 ratios auto plus low 
range reduction; 19.7mph/1000rpm 
Suspension: front and rear—semvr-elliptic, 
leaf-sprung live axles 

Steering: p/a recirculating ball, 34 turns/ 
394ft circle; 7in wheels, HR 78-15 radials 
Brakes: servoed discs front/drums rear 


Parts/repairs (inc VAT) 
auto box £986 no p/ex (fitting Shr) 
exhaust £70.50 (2.5hr) 
headlamp unit £9.60 (0.3hr) 
front bumper £137.22 (O.3hr) 
laminated windscreen £63.23 (O.9hr) 
oil filter £3.04 (O.2hr) 
major service 5000 miles (3.6hr) 

per year permile 
Running costs £1307 10.9p 
Loss of value not yet known 
Total depreciation not yet known 
Insurance group __ refer 


RANGE ROVER 


Front engine: 3528cc/V8cyl, OHV (chain); _ 
two Stromberg vari-jet carbs; 130bhp/5000 | 
4-wheel drive:-8 gears; 21.1 mph/ 
1000rpm (27.0 with overdrive) 
Suspension: coil-sprung live axles; 
front—radius arms, Panhard rod; rear— 
trailing links, A-bracket, selflevelling strut 
Steering: recirculating-ball type, 34 turns/ 
387ft circle; 6J wheels, 205 x 16 radials 
Brakes: servoed discs all round 


Parts/repairs (inc VAT) 
clutch £68.82 (fitting 5.2hr) 
exhaust £128.51 (2hr) 
headlamp unit £3.34 (O.5hr) 
front bumper £38.07 (O0.7hr) 
laminated windscreen £46.44 (2.8hr) | 


oil filter and points £7.07 (O.9hr) 
major service 6000 miles (av 3.9hr) 


per year per mile 
Running costs £1046 8.72p 
Gain in value £655 5.46p 
Total depreciation £1408 11.73p 


Insurance group 5 
SUBARU 1600 4wd ESTATE 


Front engine: 1595cc/4cyl, OHV (belt): | 
one Hitachi twin-venturi carb 68bhp 

at 5200rpm 

Front or 4-wheel drive: 4 gears; 16.1mph/ 
1000rpm 

Suspension: front—ind MacPherson 
damper/struts, coil springs. anti-roll bar; 
rear—ind semi trailing arms, torsion bars 
Steering: rack and pinion, 32 turns/ 

32Fft circle, 43J wheels, 155SR 13 radials 
Brakes: servoed discs front/drums rear 


Parts/repairs (inc VAT) 

clutch £38.52 (fitting Shr) 

exhaust £105.59 (1. 7hr) 

headlamp unit £15.90 (O.2hr) 

front bumper £46.50 (0. 7hr) 
laminated windscreen £77.53 (1.1hr) 


oil filter and points £4.16 (O.5hr) 
major service 6000 miles (av 3.7hr) 


per year per mile 
Running costs £724 6.04p 
Loss of value not yet known 
Total depreciation not yet known 


Insurance group 5 


What is a differential lock? 

The normal family car wends its way 
happily along metalled roads with a pair 
of. wheels at one end or the other driven 
by the engine. To prevent conflict round 
corners, when the outside wheel. must 
go faster than the inside wheel, differen- 
tial gearing is a standard feature. The 
snag (as anyone who has stuck in snow 
knows) is that the differential. happily 
drives: the wheel. that offers least: resis-* 


PERFORMANCE 
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FUEL 2 star/87 octane min 
overall consumption 133mpg 
effective tank range 200 miles/154gal 


a A 


Normal range of consumption 


short journey, suburban O+mpx 
hard driving, heavy traffic 11im 
motorway—/Omph cruisine 1 
mixed roads—brisk, 50mph cruising 23 
quiet rural—4Omph cruisin¢ 5mpc 
Consumption at steady speeds 

30mph 83mpg 
S6mph . i3mpg 
7Omph smpg 
max mph 7 mpg 
SAFETY CHECKS 


steering: energy 
absorbing? 


hazard warning: fitted? Yes 


Yes interior: well padded? No 


(56) 2 in gears % efficiency (ideal car's braking performance falls front seats: secure w/screen: laminated? Yes 
max engine speed within central zone—above, too heavy, below, too light) mounts? No doors: crashproof? No 
used 4050rpm:; Fade test pedal pressure needed for 75% stop head restraint? Yes childproof? No 
32)] max in top 4600rpm; (ideal car would show no variation) front belts: effective? No petrol: spillproof? No 
standing tmile 70Ib at start; 9Olb in constant use; 120Ib in severe use convenient? Yes brakes: failsafe? Yes 
18.7sec Watersplash 170lb at first, 9 stops to recover rear belts: fitted? No load sensitive? No 

PERFORMANCE BRAKES—pedal pressures and responses FUEL 2-star/91 octane min 

90 . overall consumption 164mpg 

5.0 7.5 11,0 15.7 22.0 Han ae 38° Bact stor effective tank range 275miles/17gal 
80 Tie punt Gradient | si Normal range of consumption 


. 3 40a 5 60—70 
Acceleration through gears from rest (sec) 


Maximum speeds 
in gears 


max engine speed 
used 5500rpm; 

max in top 3600rpm; 
standing ¢mile 

_ 20.4sec 


TOL 20.300 40.3250 ~(60na0! 2-80) 
% efficiency (ideal car's braking performance falls 
within central zone—above, too heaw, below, too light) 
Fade test pedal pressure needed for 75% stop 

(ideal car would show no-variation) 


43lb at start; 35lb in constant-use; 40Ib in severe use 
Watersplash 60lb at first, 2 stops to recover 


90 100 


short journey, suburban 123mpc 
hard driving, heavy traffic 13mpg 
mixed roads—brisk, 50mph cruising 163mpg 
motorway—/Omph cruising 17mpg 
quiet rural—4Omph cruising i9mpg 
Consumption at steady speeds = 4th To 
30mph 25 27impg 
56mph 194 213mpc 
7Omph iges l17mpg 
pimcmph eS Set ee ig 


SAFETY CHECKS 0 = factory fitted option 

steering: energy hazard warning: fitted? Yes 
absorbing? No — interior: well padded? Yes 

front seats: secure w/screen: laminated?. Yes 


mounts? Yes doors: crashproof? Yes 
head restraint? O childproof? Yes 
front belts: effective? Yes petrol: spillproof? Yes 
convenient? O brakes: failsafe? Yes 
rear belts: fitted? No load sensitive? No 


Z 30 40 50 60 
Acceleration through gears from rest (sec) 


Maximum speeds 


in gears 
max engine speed 


used 5500rpm; 

max in top 5300rpm:; 
standing mile 
20.4sec 


BRAKES—peda! pressures and responses 
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% efficiency (ideal car's braking performance falls 
within central zone—above, too heavy, below, too light) 
Fade test pedal pressure needed for 75% stop 

(ideal car would show no variation) 

45lb at start; 40lb in constant use; 45lb in severe use 
Watersplash immediate recovery 


tance, and forgets about !ts counterpart 
The 

Why four-wheel drive? 
In ordinary use, it's enough to pull or 
push the’ car along from one end or the 
other. However, on treacherous surfaces 
—with, say, one axle sunk in inches of 
mud—it's a tremendous asset to have 
. the wheels at the other end capable 
temporarily of doing all the gripping 
This is why all of the three test cars in 


DRIVE’s group possessed four-wheel drive. 
problem 
going slowly in a straight line, you can't 
drive like this on grippy surfaces—around 
corners, the rear wheels always take a 
“short cut, and do. not rotate as fast as 
their counterparts at the front 

The answer is either to use four-wheel 
drive only when bogged down—as on 
the Subaru—or to have an extra differen- 
tlal in the centre of the car, to allow for 


these 


is that,- unless you are 


Why high and low range? 


options they need 


has inherent gearing 


axle-speed differences—both the 
Rover and the Jeep feature this 


If cars spent all their time travelling at 
bicycle-speed on flat roads, they wouldn't It 
need gearboxes at all. The more operat- 
ing conditions vary, the more gearing 


The Jeep's three-speed automatic box 
variation in its 


FUEL 2 star/83 octane min 
overall consumption 293mpg 


effective tank range 250 miles/84gal 
Re ee ee a re 


Normal range of consumption 

short journey, suburban 25mpqd 
hard driving, heavy traffic 253mpg 
motorway—/7Omph cruising 264mp¢ 


mixed roads—brisk, 50mph cruisin¢ 30mpc 
ulet rural-——40mph cruisin 341mpg 


Consumption at steady speeds 
30mph 45mpg 


7Omph 26impg 

SAFETY CHECKS 

steering: energy 
absorbing? Yes 


hazard warning: fitted? No 
interior: well padded? No 


front seats: secure w/screen: laminated? Yes 
mounts? Yes doors: crashproof? Yes 
head restraint?. Yes childproof? No 
front-belts: effective? No petrol: spillproof? Yes 


convenient? Yes brakes: failsafe? Yes 
rear belts: fitted? No load sensitive? No 
fluid torque-converter coupling {at the 
cost of some power wi the Rangs 
Rover offers a ‘second gearbox that 
makes top gear in its low range feel like 
second gear in normal high range 
follows that the lower gears in low 
range seem capable of pulling the Rover 
up the side of a house; yet on ordinary 
roads. these same ultra-low ratios art 
useless—the engine is flat. ‘out at 


jogging speed in first 


Supersix car tests continue on page 40: Citroen Dyane, Skoda Estelle 105L Plus, Fiat 126 de Ville 


Supertrol 001 
fights rust 

where you 

cant sees 


The trouble with 
rust is that it does most 
of its damage out of sight. 


‘T expected the Jeep to be the best 
and the Subaru the worst,’ said 
Cpl Knight, 26, a married man 
and Ford Cortina owner, ‘but the 
Japanese car does everything the 


. or en be other two can. And the Range 

pes he: baal ea ier : Rover did get bogged down in 
€ rots well and uly set in. the mud and need atow... 

So how do you fight rust ‘Subaru can cut this out and 


frame it, said David Everest: ‘The 
little Japanese car is fantastic. It 
went easily over the really rough 
stuff when the Jeep was struggling. 
My only criticisms are of its size 
and its lack of power.’ 

Denise Bewsy thought that the 
Subaru’s only problem was its 
small pedals—not designed for 
drivers in Wellies. ‘But it looks 


you can’t even see, let alone 
reach? 

Simple—with Supertrol 
001, the spray-on corrosion 
fighter from CADULAC. Use it 
as a deterrent, to protect your car 
before rust sets in. Or use it to fight 
rust that’s already there. Either way, 
Supertrol 001 gets down to rust in 
a way that you never could. 

JUST POINT AND SPRAY 

No tiresome preparation or 
mixing. Just spray Supertrol 001 into 
the concealed danger zones: behind | 
the bumper, under the wings, inside the | 
doors, sills and box sections, and all 
those other hidden areas so vulnerable 
to rust attack, and so dangerous—and expensive to repair— 
if left unprotected. 

A simple application 
of Supertrol 001: 
(| Penetrates those hidden 
cavities. 
L| Prevents rust forming in 
the first place. 
LJ Stops existing rust 
spreading. 
(_] Protects anything metal 
from corrosion: not just 
cars but bicycles, 
agricultural machinery, 
gardening and hand tools, 
boats and heavy 
machinery too. 


ertrol (ip 


from Cadulac Chemicals Ltd. 


‘The Jeep is a pretty good road- 
car, said David Everest, 30, ‘even 
if you do expect a 6litre V8 to be 
a lot quicker.’ Everest, a company 
director from Heathfield, Sussex, 
normally drives a Ford Granada. 
‘Off the road, however, the Jeep 
is awful—especially if you're a 
passenger. The power steering is 
much too light, and the gadgets 
are superfluous And if the creak- 
ing and groaning of the test car 
was anything to go by, it won't 
last long, either.’ 

‘I thought it was nice to drive,’ 
said Denise Bewsy, ‘and I liked 
the auto gearbox. But the too-soft 
suspension is lousy off the road.’ 

‘It has the power to go anywhere 


‘The Range Rover is Number 1, 
isn’t it? But only if money is 
no object,’ said office manager 
Denise Bewsy, 21, from St Albans, 
Herts. She does her everyday 
driving in a Ford Cortina 1500. 
‘The Rover’s greatest attribute is 
that it doesn’t look out of place at 
The Savoy or ina field.’ 

‘I nearly bought one when they 
cost £3000—only the consumption 
put me off, said Triumph Stag- 
driver and insurance broker Roy 
Kidman, 55, from Weybridge, 
Surrey. ‘It has space, power— 
everything. If I were a farmer, I'd 
have a Range Rover, but I’d buy 
a Subaru for my wife...’ 

“You pay thousands of pounds 
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Haydock, Merseyside, U.K. Tel: (0942) 75311 
The car protection specialists. 
Available in handy 14 oz aerosols from garages, filling stations, 
motor accessory shops, DIY and hardware stores and supermarkets. 
(Also available in 1,2% and 5 litre cans) 


Ne The surprise of 

’ DRIVE’s Everyman 
test day—when we 
turn readers loose 

—was that the 
Jeep came last. 
# Denise Bewsy, Roy 
~" Kidman and David 
? Everest liked the 


bargain-price Subaru a lot, but, money being no object, picked the 
Range Rover. But there was a fourth Everyman—a ‘professional’, 
with lots of off-road experience. And without a hint of patriotism 
Cpl Philip Knight, of the Royal Corps of Transport, based at 
Arborfield, Berks, gave the Subaru the honours of the day 
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smart, and it’s terrific value. This 
car is ideal for the person who 
really wants only an estate car, 
and occasional four-wheel drive.’ 
‘I have seen faster 1600s,’ said 
Roy Kidman, ‘but not across a 
ploughed field. It’s obviously a 
specialist car, but it’s good on the 
road, too. It suffers from slight 
lack of power, but anyone looking 
for a small cross-country vehicle 
would find it ideal.’ 

‘A game little car,’ was how 
DRIVE professional tester Peter 
Denayer described the Subaru. 
‘Only ground-clearance problems 
catch it out when chasing the 
Range Rover. And you do get 
thrown about.” 
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you want it to,’ said Roy, ‘but it 
“bottomed” on the rough: stuff 
again and again. It has a good 
on-the-road ride, though, and 
would make a lovely cruising car. 
It'd eat the miles... and petrol.’ 
Phil Knight, however, was 
damning: ‘A complete waste of 
time. It is far too big and cumber- 
some for cross-country work, and 
the steering is too light for road- 
work. The Quadratrac didn’t stop 
us sticking in the mud, either.’ 
‘The panel is right,’ said Peter. 
‘The Jeep was a let-down com- 
pared to the Rover. Still, if it had 
been fitted with heavy-duty sus- 
pension, it might have been a 
different off-the-road story.’ 
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for very few advantages over the 
Subaru, added Phil. ‘I can’t see 
the Range Rover as an army 
vehicle, either: it doesn’t look 
soldier-proof, and could be mis- 
used by a flash driver.’ 

‘It can do things that the less- 
powerful Subaru cannot,’ said 
David, ‘like stopping on a steep 
hill and pulling away again. The 
only thing I have against the 
Range Rover is its transmission— 
noisy and clunky. But this vehicle 
is an investment.’ 

‘Sheer guts and power takes the 
Range Rover where, finally, the 
others just can’t reach,’ said 


Peter. ‘But it is dear—like most ’ 


of the best things in life...” 
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AA MEMBERSHIP 
MAKES AS MUCH SENSE 
TO MOTORISTS 
AS‘CLUNK-CLICK? 


It’s great to feel you belong. 


For details of membership for you or your friends, complete the inserted reply paid card. 


AVAILABLE 
BUYING LUMENITION Sica 
OPTRONI —* REVOLUTIONARY 
cal BI-FI INTERNAL 
: a CAR AERIAL 
LITTLE ee Se 
LOT OF PATIENCE 3 A unique accessory which enables a normal heated window element 


to operate as an effective car aerial, as well as a demister. 


* VANDAL PROOF 


If you want the best from electronic ignition, ‘ 
you need a system tailored to your particular car. “ DRT RUA Cane 
Lumenition Optronic is. That’s why there are : Ae PORE NES eee 
4O different Optronic systems. _ 
ae ae G : i ENHANCES CAR RE-SALE VALUE 
And so few stockists—most accessory shops * ALSO SUITABLE FOR STICK-ON TYPE 
can’t carry such a range. * EASILY AND QUICKLY FITTED BY THE 
This is inconvenient, but it has its AVERAGE DIY MAN pce 
Available through most good 
acumenpations Aaa SC cea I | 
Because for around £40.00 you'll not only have obtaining contact below for a 
the best electronic ignition system, you'll also nearest stockist. ‘SotGiaR > 


have the most exclusive. 


LUMENITION } 
Ootr OGNIC yz _B.S.H. ELECTRONICS, B.S.H. HOUSE, 


ee Rutland Street, Swinton, Manchester, M27 2AU 
m you can buy. : 
The best ignition system youcan buy. Tel: 061 793 5148 Telex: 668371 KSB Knutsford 
To find out why Lumenition Optronic is so different write to 


TR 
Autocar Electrical Equipment Co. Ltd., Chantry Road Industrial Estate, Kempston, Bedford MK42 7SD, ADE ENQUIRIES WELCOME 
or telephone 0234 853535. 


ARTIN DAVIS is a 30-year-old 

bachelor and executive in an 
advertising agency—just the 
customer BL had in mind when 
it started selling the Triumph 
TR7. And he has always wanted 
a real sports car; something to 
boost his image. 

The styling of the British car 
swung it for Martin, although he 
gave a few moments’ considera- 
tion to Italian opposition from 
Fiat and Alfa-Romeo. Yes, he 
knew all about those TR7 horror 
stories, but the quality problems 
surely would have been attended 
to by now. After all, he reasoned, 
BL must be working hard on its 
quality-control reputation. 

Buying the dream car was not 
so easy, though. His local dealer, 
in Bromley, Kent, couldn’t help; 
smiling salesmen shook _ their 
heads and offered to put his name 
at the bottom of a lengthy waiting- 
list. So Martin went to Henlys, in 
London, where he could buy the 
blue TR7 he wanted ‘off the shelf’. 

The next day, with just 161 miles 
on the clock, Martin drove to the 
AA technical centre at Basing- 
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stoke to begin his year as the latest 
recruit to DRIVE’s long-term test 
club. And it was there that the 
smile of a proud owner changed 
to a look of disbelief... 

AA engineer - Chris Warwick 
found dirt under the paint on 
several panels, scratches on the 
boot and bonnet, chipped areas, 
and a resprayed nearside door.. 
The rear numberplate had been 
secured with self-tapping screws, 
the points of which protruded 
into the boot. There was excess 
glue round the front and rear 
screens, and a hole in the carpet. 
There was no sign of rusting 
underneath, but Warwick noted 
that no protection had been 
applied, apart from an inadequate 
bituminous coating to the wheel- 
arches—where vulnerable areas 
had nonetheless been missed. The 
rear foglamps didn’t work. 
Underbonnet, fluid levels were 
correct, apart from the engine oil 
level, which was far too high. The 
distributor advance - pipe had 
come adrift from the distributor 
and the timing was out. 

On the road, our engineer judged 


the car's performance and 
handling to be acceptable, apart 
from three faults: a distinct whine 
in second gear was unusual both 
in its intensity and given the fact 
that the other gears were silent; 
clutch-spin at rest meant a crunch 
when reverse was selected, and 
made first gear a struggle; and 
steering-shudder at S5Omph indi- 
cated a need for wheel balancing. 

It was all . . . well, unimpressive, 
especially as Henlys had delayed 
delivery to ‘iron out minor faults’. 

Warwick’s verdict? ‘I realise that 
the days when one could expect 
a brand-new car to be delivered 
fault-free are past, and these days 
we are often exhausted into 
accepting second-best. But I 
would have expected the majority 
of these faults to have been 
detected by the dealer. 

‘Martin Davis should take the 
car back and showit to the service 
manager. He should tell him 
about the paintwork and the rest, 
and hope for a favourable 
reaction. Workmanship like this 
earns British cars a bad name.’ 

Martin’s verdict? ‘Yes, it is poor 
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workmanship, but it’s simply the 
reflection of a troubled factory, 
and a factory force that had its 
mind on something other than the 
car it was building. But Henlys 
should have spotted the faults . .. 

‘Still, ’'ve no grumbles over the 
car’s performance. In fact, as it 
gets worked in, it seems to go 
from strength to strength. I shall 
have no regrets, provided Henlys 
puts right what is wrong.’ 

And that’s precisely the sort of 
thing DRIVE will be keeping an 
eye on, too, during the next year. 
Over that period, we'll report 
from time to time any trials, 
tribulations or triumphs Martin 
Davis may have, but the full TR7 
report will appear in our 
November—December 1979 issue. 

In the meantime, we welcome 
the views of other TR7-owning 
readers, and of readers who own 
any of the other models currently 
on our long-term test: the Alfa- 
sud 1300ti, Austin Allegro 1300 
Super, Citroen CX2400 Super 
C-matic and Toyota Celica 
XT2000. David Jones’ final Ford 
Cortina report begins on the right. 


FORD CORTINA 1600GL 


A year 
in the life of... 


Stuart McPherson 


CAR is a real friend to me, 

not just a way of getting from 
A to B. I always give them names. 
This one’s called ‘‘Blue’’, my old 
Ford Capri was called “‘Baron”’ 
—it was red—and the one before 
that was called ““Hairy” because it 
felt so quick after my 1300cc 
Cortina.’ 

That’s DRIVE’s first long-term test 
guinea-pig talking, Ford Cortina 
owner David Jones—and with a 
year’s motoring under his belt he 
now has a cutting reply ready for 
anyone who calls his 1600GL 
automatic a ‘Dagenham dustbin’. 

David’s Cortina has spent the 
first 12 months of its life under 
the critical eyes of AA engineers, 
who finished their checks with the 
verdict: ‘Only by being hyper- 
critical has it been possible to 
fault the car at all during this final 
check . . . the body alone reflects 
a high standard of owner-care.’ 

Certainly, David Jones, 28, 
manager ofa fuel-supply company 
at London’s Heathrow Airport, 
must be the most car-proud owner 
that DRIVE has met. He confesses 
that he not only cleans his car two 


and three times a week, but even 
polishes the underside of the 
bonnet and boot lid, and the 
engine itself. So it came as a 
surprise to us when David 
announced that he was planning 
a change. He has decided that a 
new 2litre Capri would bea better 
towcar for the caravan he’plans 
to borrow from his father-in-law, 
and a hatchback would make life 
easier now that baby son Adam 
has arrived. 

‘I start looking for a new car 
after a year, and it usually takes 
another 12 months before I finally 
make the change. After a year, 
exhaust pipes wear out, tyres 
wear down . . . While my car is 
less than two years old, I can be 
sure that it will start every morn- 
ing and be reliable. 

‘I need also to buy a new one 
before the price gap gets too wide: 
£1000 is relatively easy to find: 
the longer you wait, the more it 
becomes, and theharder it gets...’ 

David had never before bought 
a car from Friary Motors, of Old 
Windsor, Berks, and he suspects 
that, once DRIVE’s involvement 

continued on page 29 
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Put an |AA 


Members Loan 
at the top == 
ofyour {\ k= 


shopping list _ 


Whatever youre thinking of buying that’s going to cost you £200 
or more, you'll find you’re better off buying it with the help of an 
AA Members Loan. | 

* You can shop around with all the edge of paying cash. 


—— 
* You buy now, at today’s prices. SA 
* You spread the cost over monthly instalments. 


* Your instalments are lower than most other finance plans 
because you enjoy a special reduced rate of interest exclusively 


arranged for AA Members. ' 
Save time by using the form opposite to apply for your loan now. a 
We promise you a speedy answer. 
How much? How long? The minimum Apply now Below are tables at the 


initial loan is £200 and normally repayment can current rate of interest which will help you decide 
be spread over periods up to five years andeven ontheloan which suits you best. Complete the 
longer for more costly home improvements. application form opposite and post it to 

All loans are subject to compliance with Mercantile Credit, FREEPOST;, London 
government controls, for example the maximum WC2B5XA...no stamp is needed. As soon as 
loan ona motor car is two thirds of the costand your loan is approved you will receive a personal 


the longest payment period is 24 months. cheque in a few days. 
AA MEMBERS’ LOAN MONTHLY REPAYMENT TABLES a 
Interest on amount of loan: 1-2 years—10-5% flat for each12 months 3-5 years—11% flat for each 12 months a a 
12 Months 24 Months 36 Months 48 Months 60 Months 


Sey True interest 20-5% p.a. | Trueinterest20-5%p.a. | Trueinterest 21% p.a. | Trueinterest20:5%p.a. | True interest 20% p.a. 2 


loan Total Mthly.| Total Mthly.| Total Mthly.| Total Mthly.| Total 
Repayable | Interest | Pay. | Repayable | Interest | Pay. |Repayable| Interest | Pay. | Repayable | Interest | Pay. Repayable | Interest 


Ep Lp. 1 Se Seay 8) eae 85 
221-04 241-92 : 288-00 
331-56 363-12 : 432-00 
441-96 484-08 : 576-00. 
552-48 605-04 -92 | 720-00 
663-00 . 726-00 : 864-00 
773-52 . 846-96 : 1,008-00 
884-04 967-92 . 064-16. 1,152:00° 
994-56 1,089:12 . 197: 33-25] 1,296-00 
1,104-96 1,210-08 1,329-84 36-94] 1,440-00 | 440-00 | 30-00] 1,549-80 | 


For loans in excess of £1,000, total repayable, interest and monthly payments are pro rata. Rates at 1st December 1978 


Use this form to get your cheque quicker 


To apply for your AA Members Loan complete this form and post to 
Mercantile Credit, FREEPOST, London WC2B 5XA. 


Surname 
First Names 


Married/Single (Tick as applicable) 


Country of Birth 
Date of Birth 
Are you in good health? YES/NO No. of dependent children 


Full postal address 


Postal Code 


How long at address? 


Tel.No. 


S 
» 


N 


You may make all enquiries necessary to enable you to consider 
this application and also to disclose to the National Credit Register details 
inrespect of this transaction excluding any information relating to income. 
It is understood that you reserve the right to decline this application 
without stating a reason. Membership of the Automobile Association or 
aprevious or current account with Mercantile Credit do not of themselves 
ensure acceptance. 


SIGNATURE 


DEPT. SERIAL NO. CHECK DIGIT 


For office use only 


Owner/Tenant House/Flat/Rooms/ 


Living with parents (Tick as applicable) 


Profession or trade 


Name of employer 


Business Address 


How long in their employ? 
Bankers 


Bankers address (in full) 


Do you hold a Barclaycard? YES/NO 


AA Membership-No. 


Purpose of loan (give details) 


Total cost of goods or service £ 
Amount of cash required se 
Repayment period required months 
Average net monthly take-home pay (i.e. after 
deduction of Income Tax, N.H.I. Contributions, etc.) 

ce monthly 
Any other income 2 monthly 
Please submit your latest P.60 or other annual 
advice or at least two monthly/weekly pay slips 
Mortgage payments/Rent £ monthly 
Total of current hire purchase and credit payments 

£ monthly 
Any other regular payments a monthly 


(Give details) 


480 


DATE 


ItS time AA Members 
stopped taking 
expensive holidays. 


If you are an AA member it’s And that’s not all. 
high time you knew the services For every £100 you pay for 
you're entitled to as far as holidays certain holidays, you are entitled 
are concerned. to a voucher of £5 which you can 


Did you know, for example, spend ona variety of quality goods 
that we can offer you low priced = (cameras, binoculars, suitcases) 
holidays from Thomsons, Cosmos, from the AA Summer Catalogue. 


Enterprise, Global, etc? There are lots of other money 
You can also benefit from saving offers, bargains and perks 

special reduced rates on car hire, = which you should know about. 

personal travel insurance... even So fill in the coupon quickly 


low priced flights or ferry tripsif | and make sure you take advantage 
you book a villaon the continent. of your privileges. 
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Send to: AA Travel, FREEPOST, Basingstoke, RG21 2EA. 
_ Please send me further information on AA bargain holidays: 


Name 


Address AA T : 
AA Membership. No“ 33 rave 
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LONG TERM TEST CLUB 


> with his Cortina’ became known, 
service improved beyond the 
norm: ‘They once lent me a 
Fiesta, free of charge, while they 
worked on my car. I was going to 
do the job myself, but they 
insisted ... | was chuffed to bits. 

‘The salesman has said that he 
will give me a good trade-in price, 
too, because he knows the Cortina 
has been well looked-after—by 
Friary’s own mechanics and by 
the AA’s experts. 

‘Everything that the AA found 
to be faulty has now been fixed. 
Like the window that whistled— 
an easy job, in the end, though 
it did take five months. But there 
is still a squeal from the wheels...” 

Over 12 months and 7749 miles, 
David Jones has averaged an 
unimpressive 2lmpg, but he 
remains philosophical: ‘I drive 
only three-and-a-half miles to 
work every day. I might travel 
two miles across the airport during 
the day, but the engine never gets 
warm. I’ve done only two longish 
runs, and then the consumption 
rose to 26mpg.’ 

David was concerned about the 


Ford strike, and he stayed away 
from the NEC Motor Show partly 
because Ford wasn’t represented. 
That sort of hold-up could mean 
a delay in buying his new car until 
next August, when the new regis- 
tration letter comes out, instead 
of in January—his usual practice. 

No doubt about it: David Jones 
is a Ford man. He bought his 
first, a Cortina MkII, in 1969 


(vet 


WIND TUNNEL 
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because he liked its size and shape 
and the ease with which it could 
be maintained—important for a 
man who does much of his own 
servicing and repairs. 

He takes some pushing before 
he will admit: ‘If Ford cannot 
deliver, I might look elsewhere. 
It would have to look as good as 
the Capri, though, and have a 
reputation for reliability. How 


ee | 


‘T shouldn't really be doing this, Doris’ 


DIARY OF A CORTINA 

It all began on 22 November 1977, 
when David Jones collected his 
new Cortina 1600GL and parted 
company with £3746.78. The next 
day it was in the hands of AA 
engineers, and our Long Term 
Test Club was born. 

On the rolling road, the 
speedometer and odometer were 
found to be under-reading—an 
annoyance that David decided to 
live with. He was also uncon- 
cerned about the lack of rust 
protection: after all, it was no 
worse than on other Fords he’d 
owned, and he had never sold a 


much is the Volkswagen Scirocco? 
That’s the one foreigner that has 
caught my eye. The Audi Avant 
is nice, too.” 

Asked about Ford’s lack of a 
factory-applied rustproofing pro- 
cess, David replies in the words 
that car manufacturers must love 
to hear: ‘I don’t keep my cars long 
enough to need it. I'd be paying 
for someone else’s benefit. And 
none of my Fords has shown a 
sign of rust.’ 

Well, that’s not strictly true: AA 
experts found rust making a home 
on his car at its very first inspec- 
tion in November 1977, but it has 
to be said that it was not making 
a meal of the car by the close of 
its long-term test. 

At the year’s end, DRIVE gave 
David’s Cortina the AA’s 175- 
point used-car inspection. Which 
revealed that . . . whoever buys 
the Jones-mobile will be buying a 
winner. 

In the next issue, we review Tony 
Colin's Alfasud year, and initiate a 
housewife and her Peugeot 104SL 
into the rites of the DRIVE Long 
Term Test Club BOB OXFORD 


rusty one to the next man. Patches 
of rust inside panels were also 
unlikely to appear on the other 
side before the car was moved on, 
and the fact that a wing had been 
resprayed was regarded by David 
as a bonus—after all, it was an 
extra coat of paint! 

AA engineers also discovered a 
loose fuel pipe, which came off 
when it was prodded, a misaligned 
boot lid and a loose boot lock. 
But these were easily remedied— 
unlike the ‘whistling window’ 
found on the road test. 

It took David until the following 
April to cover 1500 miles, when 


the dealer did the first service. 
And the window still whistled... 
He was back with the AA in 
May, still short of the major, 
6000-mile service. Friary Motors, 
however, won his friendship by 
providing a car for a day, free of 
charge, while it repaired the 
Cortina’s automatic choke. But 
the window defied all-comers. In 
fact, David was on his second 
whistling window, for a specialist 
broke the first while working on it. 
On 12 July it was time for DRIVE 
to check on David as well as his 
car. With 6000 miles coming up, 
he decided to tackle the major 


service himself, and diligently 
worked through Ford’s check-list, 
taking two to three hours to do 
the job. Our engineer was 
impressed, and had a hard time 
finding a few faults. And next 
day, Friary Motors stopped that 
window whistle . . . by replacing 
two defective screws with bolts. 
The penultimate long-term test 
check came on 6 September, and 
again Friary Motors was seen to 
have been busy. Steering geometry 
had been adjusted to stop uneven 
tyre wear, and oil leaks sealed. 
David was very happy, and 
determined to stay loyal to Ford. 


MONEY 


How to take 


it with you 


_ ‘HOW MUCH money can I take out 


of Britain?’ It’s a question asked 
by many of the 7million holiday- 
makers who head for the sun and 
sea (and the 200,000 or more who 
emigrate) each year. 

Happily, the rules have been 
relaxed considerably since the 


bad old days of the £50 travel 


limit. Holidaymakers going 
_abroad may now take up to £500 
each in foreign money or travel- 
_ lers’ cheques, plus £100 in sterling. 
And if you take a chequebook, 


cheque guarantee card and credit 
cards, you can also use them, 
within the limits set by the bank or 
credit firm. (But don’t expect to 
buy acar or a villa on them!) 

Anyone needing more than £600 
—someone travelling abroad for 
a couple of months, say, or a pop 
star staying in the best hotels— 
can usually get permission through 
a bank to take out a reasonable 
extra amount. 

Those settling abroad can now 
take up to £40,000 per single 
person or per family, which 
includes husband, wife and 
unmarried children under 18. But, 
if you are going to a Common 
Market country, you can take up 
to £80,000 per family; and there’s 
no limit if you are going to live in 
what they call the Scheduled 
Territories—all that’s left of the 
old Sterling Area, including the 
Republic of Ireland, Channel 
Islands, Isle of Man and Gibraltar. 

Any assets you leave behind, 
over and above the legal limits, 
are usually ‘frozen’ here for four 
years, during which time you 
can normally take out the rent, 
dividends or interest they're earn- 


ing. After four years, you can get 
your hands on the lot. 

If you’re in a hurry, you can take 
the frozen assets abroad provided 
you change them into special 
‘premium currency’—but, with 
the premium at about 40%, it 
means that, if you changed £1400 
into foreign currency, you'll get 
only £1000 at the other end. 

The same goes for anyone wish- 
ing to invest outside Britain. If, 
for example, you were buying a 
£10,000 flat in Spain, it would cost 
£14,000 by the time you had 
bought the premium currency. 


One of the best savings plans 
around—especially for those who 
pay a lot of income tax—is a 
save-as-you-earn scheme with a 
building society. You can put in 
up to £20 a month, and over five 
years it earns 8.3°% a year free of 
ALL tax. Leave it ina further two, 
and the return goes up to 8.6%. 

To a basic-rate taxpayer, that’s 
as good as getting nearly 13°, on 
your money before tax; to some- 
one who pays tax at 50%, it’s 
worth 17%. 

Put £1200 into a building society 


SAYE scheme, and it should grow 
to more than £2000 in seven years. 


Always take the cash! That’s my 
advice to people retiring from 
work and offered a choice between 
taking a full pension or having a 
lump-sum and a smaller pension. 

Example: One man was offered 
either £2000 a year pension or 
£4500 lump-sum, plus only £1500 
yearly pension. If he simply put 
the £4500 into a 94°, investment 
account at the National Savings 
Bank it would earn him £427 a 
year, bringing his total income up 
to £1927, and he would still have 
the cash handy for emergencies or 
to leave to his family. 

If he invested it in a British 
government stock, he could get 
12°, on it—£540 a year. That 
would increase his total income, 
and he could sell the stock when- 
ever he needed to. 

If he wanted to enjoy it to the full 
and leave nothing behind, he 
could buy an annuity from an 
insurance company that would 
pay him £700-a-year for life if he 
were to start it when he was 65. 

ROBERT HEAD 
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A HOLIDAY PACKAGES go, our camp 
looked more like a hamper from 
Fortnum and Mason. For standing 
among the tents and ‘caravans on the 
Brittany site were: a_ Rolls-Royce 
Corniche, two Bentleys, a Daimler, three 
Jags and various Rovers. 

Whatever else an ‘inclusive motoring 
deal may be, these days it certainly isn’t a 
mass, plastic-wrapped charter-jet holiday... 

My experience may have been unusual, 
but it did emphasise how successfully the 
many new package arrangements cater 
for all types and tastes of motoring 
holidaymaker, allowing them to retain 
their identity and enjoy a reasonable 
amount of individual choice. 

Britons such as yours-truly can pile into 
their C-registered Triumph Herald and 
take a go-as-you-please hotel tour of 
France just as easily as an.Aston-Martin 
owner can buy another « all-inclusive 
holiday with a self-catering villa in Italy. 
And, more or less, choose their own route 
and timetable. 

It has taken a long while for many to 
appreciate that the average motoring 
package-holiday doesn’t mean going in 
convoy from one high-rise hotel to 
another; that all auto-deal roads do not 
lead to Benidorm or Lloret de Mar. 

And it has taken the increasing cost of 
petrol, Britain’s depressed economy and 
a lot of other high-cost problems to create 
the present great demand for, and supply 
of, motoring inclusives: the simple fact 
that most of us are now unable to afford 
big-mileage, free-wheeling tours round 
Europe has made it easier for the specialist 
companies to arrange any number of 
money-saving travel deals. 

The advantage of being able to book 
low-cost. inclusive arrangements that 
include the return-ferry fare and booking, 
a wide range of accommodation, en route 
hotels, even tents and caravans, plus 
extras such as 24-hour emergency service, 
has swiftly appealed. The half-dozen orso 
specialist auto-deal firms—plus most of 
the ferry lines, such as Sealink, which 
offers similar packages—have also been 
quick to see that the greatest profit lies in 
catering for the flexibility and independence 
that private-car transport offers. Thus, 
the resorts and touring regions offered are 
generally away from the usual, mass- 
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MOTOR RACING IS DANGEROUS. 
That’s what it says on the back of 
every ticket issued, and on a 


sited in public areas at every race 
meeting, and goes on to tell you 
that you are there at your own 
risk and that no liability is accep- 
ted for your welfare. 

the 
motor racing is dangerous. It’s 
one reason why they flock to a 


package centres, cover a more interesting 
and diverse selection of places, and 
strongly feature that supremely indepen- 
dent type of holiday called ‘self-catering’. 
This year there will be a large choice, 
with villas, apartments, cottages and 
camps on offer to the family motorist. In 
fact, some three-quarters of the scores of 
auto-deals available will be for self- 
catering holidays, and approximately half 
will be on camping and caravan sites. 
Most of the sites feature ready-erected 
tents and static caravans, but a few will 
accept tourists’ own gear and trailers. 
The overall cost of camping is not 
especially low—£150-£250 a week fora 
party of four, in most cases—but, since it 
includes the ferry fare, plus all cooking 
gear, crockery, cutlery and gas, as well as 
roomy tents with beds, it is good value. 
DIY campers can also rent a tent from 
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gate Street, Dover CT17 9XA (tel 203655). 
There are two package deals based on a 
four-berth and a six-berth frame tent, 
each accompanied by a _ groundsheet, 
cooker, table, beds, chairs, gas lantern 


and cylinder—even a roofrack. Rates are 
£3.50 and £4.50 a day respectively, plus 
VAT, for a minimum of five days. 

Cost of caravans is more—usually £175 
to nearly £300 a week—though you save 
by not having to take one across on the 
ferry. But, if you prefer freedom of 
movement, certain cross-Channel lines, 
such as Sealink, do offer hire-caravans 
collected on the Continental side from 
just under £40 a week. 

By far the biggest choice of campsites 
is in Brittany, but there are others on the 
Basque coast and Mediterranean shores 


are concerned, 


number of posters 


catch fire, 


public knows that | solid-earth banks. 


means miles of 
metal Armco barrier, anchored 
on solid posts round the track. 
Armco prevents out-of-control 
cars spearing off into the crowds; 
it also provides something more 
acceptable for them to hit than, 
for instance, straw bales which 
unyielding trees or 


Six years ago, Armco was thought 
to be the complete answer to 


of France, in Italy and on Spain’s Costa 
Brava, and also a few in Alpine regions 
and Scandinavia. 

Other self-catering deals cover an even 
wider range, from Finland to Yugoslavia, 
although here too Brittany dominates. 

Accommodation ranges from villas to 
modern apartment blocks, log cabins in 
Sweden to holiday villages in Yugoslavia, 
French cottages to Austrian farmhouses. 
Charges vary, depending on the number 
of holidaymakers, season and route taken 
from Britain, but expect to pay from 
around £150 to more than £500 a week. 
And even the top rates can be good 
value, since they are usually spread 
around six to eight persons and, in the 
case of AA Argosy Driveaway holidays, 
include ferry crossings for two cars. 

Most auto-holiday package companies 
in fact expect the majority of customers 
to take a stay-put Continental holiday in 
1979. One operator tells me: ‘Since the 
cost of petrol and overnight stops has 
increased so much, there has been a big 
switch from touring to resort-type 
holidays. In fact, a large proportion of 
our clients go hardly more than 150 
miles from the ferry on the other side. 
Many seem simply to use the car as a 
means of shifting the family and the 
luggage, and basic foodstuffs, from one 
doorstep to another.’ 

Nonetheless, there will also be a fair 
selection of touring packages on sale this 
year. Most will feature cheaper (many 
also think nicer) overnight stopping- 
places, such as small country hotels or 
those charming auberges all over France; 
but at least one company has more- 
luxurious French chateau-hotels. 

Several tour firms, such as Car Holidays 
Abroad, have a go-as-you-please voucher 
system in which the first and last night’s 
hotel is booked in advance; in between, 
you invite each hotel to book the next 
one of your choice. 

Among auto-packages, including stay- 
put hotel holidays, is that sold by Argosy 
in which you have a choice of 100 of the 
independently owned and _ attractive 
Logis chain of hotels spread through the 
French countryside. There is a basic six- 
night stay, but you can add another six 
nights, or move on to another Logis for a 
similar period. Cost per week varies 


rows of wire netting on corners 
that attracted incidents and 
accidents, trapping wayward 
men and machines like giant 
metal cobwebs. 

Armco and wire catch-fences 
have saved many lives. But 
Armco has killed people, too. 
Cars flipping on to its top edge 
have been cut in half, and badly 
secured Armco has allowed cars 
to penetrate between layers, 
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sport that claims lives every year. 
The circuit owners and promo- 
ters know that it’s dangerous, 


to provide 


measures for cars that, 
each year, get faster and faster. 
Safety, so far as circuit owners 
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circuit safety. The only problem 
was that cars and motorbikes 
raced on the same circuits, and 
Armco was everything that the 
bike men wanted to avoid when 
they took a tumble. The com- 
promise was to use multi-layer 


causing ugly accidents. 

The circuit owners do their best: 
no One wants gruesome accidents. 
Nivelles, in Belgium, was a 
brand-new. tailormade circuit 
that was said to have all the 
answers. Enormous run-off areas 


considerably, but it can be from as little 
as £60 per person in early summer to 
£300 for a good hotel in high season. 

One of the more costly but popular 
hotel auto-tours in 1978, to be repeated, 
covered the lakes and forests of southern 
Finland. It included double ferry 
crossings there and back—Harwich— 
Hamburg, Travemunde, W Germany— 
Helsinki—with the latter sailing in the 
world’s largest and fastest car ferry, 
Finnjet. Booking the two services inde- 
pendently (let alone the various hotels) 
would clearly be too much bother and 
expense, and the simplicity of being able 
to get it all done with just one booking 
was—and will be—a big attraction. 

It can, however, be difficult to deter- 
mine exactly what the value-for-money 
content is when looking at the many and 
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varied motoring packages. So much 
depends on how many persons travel 
together; whether one or more car is 
involved; the route taken across the 
Channel or North Sea; and, of course, 
the time of year. 

If you are more used to charter-jet 
packages, it is easy to mislead yourself, 
for an auto-deal in nearby France can 
seem much worse value than in farther- 
away Italy: the prices look the same. You 
need to do your own sums, calculating 
the cost of petrol, meals and any over- 
night stops, plus perhaps tolls, and add 
that to the price of the basic package. 

While all the specialist tour firms known 
to me are reputable and certainly don’t 
set out to confuse, it always pays to read 
the small print closely. It sometimes 
includes (or leaves out!) items such as 


24-hour emergency service, insurance, 
en route hotels, etc. 

Ask yourself: does the deal for an hotel 
stay or tour include full board (not very 
common), demi-pension (more likely), or 
simply bed-and-breakfast? European 
meal-charges can be high, and what may 
seem a cheap inclusive can turn out quite 
expensive. And in your final reckoning 
if you take any but the shorter cross- 
Channel ferries to and from the Con- 
tinent don’t forget to check on surcharges. 

It all may seem to make the motoring 
deal less convenient than the conven- 
tional kind, but really it is a small price 
to pay for the greater independence and 
freedom offered. At least, I believe it to 
be so. And since most are based on any 
length of car, you can always afford to 
take the Rolls! BILL GLENTON 


HELLO, SAILORS... 

Of course, you don’t have to wait until 
Summer to cross the Channel: ferry 
operators are continually racking their 


brains to think of ways to fill up their ships 
by luring people over the water in winter. | 
| Most are tied to duty-free shopping, in an 
attempt to make economical sense of what 
might be construed a mad impulse. 

A day-trip Streak to France, for example, 
with P&O Normandy Ferries brings a free 
litre of whisky or gin with your ticket, plus 
other duty-free goods—an offer that holds 
good for both the Dover-Boulogne run 
(£8.50, Monday-Friday, £10 Saturday—! 
Sunday) and the Southampton-Le Havre 
;run (£14 any day). If there are at least four | 
of you travelling (children under four go 
free, so don’t count), P&O offers a £4 
cheapie Dover-Boulogne day-return. 
Sealink and Seaspeed (Hovercraft) offer Go | 
French Day Excursions from London to 
| Boulogne or Calais for £7, or £5 from Dover; 
| Townsend Thoresen also does day-trips 
between Dover and Calais for a fiver. / 
The Olau Line offers a duty-free trip from | 
Sheerness, Kent, to Vlissingen, Holland, 
at £10.50—£13.50 per person, throwing in a 
£7 voucher to ‘spend’ in the duty-free shop. 
Danish Seaways operates two mini-cruises 
to Esbjerg, one leaving daily from Harwich, 
the other three-times-weekly from New- 
castle. You have two nights on board and an 
afternoon to wander round Esbjerg for as 
little as £8.50 per person. Food comes extra, 
and be warned: the Danish cost of living is 
one of the highest in the world. 
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separated spectators from cars; 
grandstands were sited away 
from dangerous corners. It was 
clinically safe . and it went 
broke as spectators stayed away. 

“You can watch a serious acci- 
dent happen, build elaborate 
precautions to cope with the next, 
and it will never happen,’ says 
Peter Gaydon, managing director 
of Britain’s newest spectacular 
circuit, Donington Park. ‘No 
two motor racing accidents are 
the same. That’s why it’s so 
difficult to make a circuit safe.’ 

Cars are built as strongly as 


possible. Protective cages sur- 
round the driver's feet in 
Formula 1 single-seaters; roll 


hoops protect his head when he’s 
belted in by a six-strap harness. 
An on-board fire extinguisher, 
activated by a button or a 
sophisticated heat sensor, will 
feed pressurised powder into the 
engine bay and the cockpit. 
Predictably, the drivers them- 
selves take the greatest pre- 
cautions. They wear fireproof 
suits, and have underwear, boots 
and gloves to match. The all- 
enveloping helmet plugs them 
into an air supply and houses an 
audio system that links them to 
their team managers. 

Fire is the greatest enemy. Not 
so much because it burns flesh, 
but because it burns up oxygen, 


leaving the driver with nothing 
to breathe; a canister of air in 
his Ferrari undoubtedly saved 
Niki Lauda in the fiery crash 
that took him so close to death 
at Nurburgring in 1976. 

Drivers also have their own 
code of safety, and can be their 
own enforcers, as was proved 
when the GP men turned on one 
of their own and banned him from 
one of last year’s GP races. The 
drivers simply issued an edict to 
the organisers of the grand prix: 
If this man races, we don’t. 

Top British driver John Watson 
explains and justifies the drivers’ 
action: ‘Safety is being able to 
judge 2in of placement at 180 


mph. Nobody but a driver can 
make that judgement. We know 
who behaves dangerously—not 
the people at the side of the track.’ 

Motor racing can never be 
completely safe so long as it 
consists of open-top, open-wheel 
cars circulating in competition at 
180mph. So long as internal com- 
bustion engines use petrol, there 
will always be the risk of fire. 
There will always be mechanical 
and human failure. 

Safety in motor racing is a 
matter of minimising the inci- 
dents, not eliminating them. And 
the truth is that the public 
doesn’t want it any other way. 

NICK BRITTAN 
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THE STEAM car is one of those 
will-o’-the-wisp ideas that sur- 
faces every few years, then 
vanishes again as yet another 
engineer's hopes come to grief. 

In the early days of motoring, the 
Stanley Steamer sold well, but 
rapid development of the petrol 
engine soon showed up the dis- 
advantages of steam power. 

Since then, many others have 
tried, and now an Australian 
inventor thinks that he may have 
licked the steam car’s problems 
without spoiling any of its advan- 
tages—such as low. exhaust- 
emission, silence and smooth 
power enough to eliminate the 
need fora gearbox. The Australian 
government shares his optimism, 
apparently, and has granted him 
nearly £100,000 for development. 


Due out in April are a series of 
compact saloons from General 
Motors in the United States... 
with full European specifications. 
That means such features— 
unheard of, for Detroit, even a 
few years ago—as_ transverse 
engines, front-wheel drive and 
independent rear suspension. But 
the familiar American extras— 
power steering, air-conditioning 
et al—will also be available. 


Volkswagen _ still believes in 
having a convertible in the range, 
and has the sales figures for the 
old Beetle Cabriolet to prove that 
it’s right. Now a replacement is 
on the stocks—a neat conversion 
of the Golf, with a Targa-style 
hoop that stays in place when you 
put the hood down. 

The Golf Cabriolet, like its open 
Beetle predecessor, will be pro- 
duced by Karmann, probably at 
arate of around 10,000 a year. 


Australia is the Soviets’ next 
market: 30,000 cars a year. 


Honda has decided to call its 
forthcoming sports coupé the 
Prelude, somewhat to the chagrin 
of salesmen who can imagine 
critics being fearfully witty about 
a name that suggests that some- 
thing better is coming later! 

There may be confusion, too, 
over the Prelude’s odd combined 
speedo/rev counter, with two 
clock-style needles on a single 
dial. Will drivers have to puzzle- 
out whether they are doing 70mph 
at 5000rpm, or whether it’s ten 
past two? CHRIS WEBB 
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HE DOCTOR had taken a carefully 

prescribed dose of antihistamine for 
his hay fever. Later, he found himself 
driving straight for a traffic island, 
oblivious of the danger and laughing his 
head off... 

Dr Andrew Raffle, chairman of the 
Medical Commission on Accident Preven- 
tion transport committee, told the story 
when he addressed a Pharmaceutical 
Society symposium on drugs and driving 
in 1977. And it illustrates neatly the road 
danger lurking in the growing mountain 
of medicine being prescribed in our drug- 
orientated society. A danger largely 
unacknowledged simply because few 
motorists know about the side-effects of 
the pills they take by the million. 

Dr John Clarke, until recently honorary 
secretary of the Police Surgeons Associa- 
tion, tells DRIVE: ‘Surveys have shown 
that about 15° of drivers on the road are 
under the influence of drugs at any given 
time. That means every sixth car. Night- 
time sedation and tranquillisers are turn- 
ing drivers into potential killers.’ 

The figure comes as no surprise. A 
decade ago, this magazine carried out the 
first-ever survey to discover just how many 
British motorists might be driving with 
drugs in their system. Out of 945 drivers 
interviewed, 130 (14%) admitted they had 
taken medicine in the previous 24 hours. 

The results of DRIVE’s survey have for 
10 years been quoted at international 
conferences. But what action has been 
taken? The dispiriting answer, according 
to DRIVE’s latest enquiries, is: Not much. 
Nonetheless, there are encouraging signs 
of greater awareness of the dangers, and 
three moves are afoot. 

1 An extensive study of the relationship 
between drugs and driving is being 
mounted by the government’s Transport 
and Road Research Laboratory at Crow- 
thorne, Berkshire, involving interviews 
with 2000 drivers, half of whom have 
experienced accidents. 

2 In tandem with this, the Department of 
Clinical Pharmacology at Oxford Univer- 
sity is investigating which drugs are 
associated with greater or lesser risks. 

3 And the Department of Health and 
Social Security has called together a work- 
ing party representing the British Medical 
Association, the British Dental Associa- 
tion, the Pharmaceutical Society, the 
nursing profession, community health 
councils and the pharmaceutical industry 
to discuss the level of information about 
medical prescriptions given to the public. 

But it will be some while before the full 
benefits of these studies reach drivers. In 
the meantime, many will be ploughing 
their way through that medicine mountain: 
in 1975 (the latest year for which figures 
are available), more than 50 million 
National Health Service prescriptions for 
sleeping pills, tranquillisers, anti-depres- 
sants, antihistamines and stimulants were 
issued in England alone. 


Ironically, in that same year, the British — 
Medical Journal carried a solemn warning _ 


from Dr William Reilly, a GP in Telford, 


Shropshire, about drugs and driving. Since 
the introduction of the breath-test, he 
wrote, police seem to have forgotten the 
existence of drugged drivers, particularly 
when the drugs are prescribed. He added: 
‘Drugs to them, in all likelihood, mean 
heroin, cannabis or the amphetamines, 
and a well-dressed woman driving a family 
car would hardly fit their picture of adrug 
addict...’ = 
Case-histories illustrated his point. On 
woman, discharged from a mental hospi- 
tal, having been prescribed five different 
drugs affecting the central nervoussystem, — 
drove to his surgery and arrived in an 
obviously drugged state. Despite his warn- — 
ing, she insisted on driving home. reach 
A middle-aged man under sedation ran 
his car off the road and hit a telegraph 
pole. In hospital, his dazed condition was 
thought to have been caused by con- 
cussion. In fact, it was due to sedation. | 
A woman under sedation, stopped twice 


by police because of her erratic driving, 
was breath-tested with negative results. 
But Dr Reilly saw her getting out ofher 
car, barely able to articulate andstanding —_— 
erect only with difficulty. He wrote: ‘I _ 


doubt if it occurred to the policemen who 
stopped her that she might be drugged. 
He concluded: ‘As one who has been 


Daytrippers : 


one-way drivers, _ 


yeah? 


to that are patients’ varying needs for 
medication, and the diversity of personal 
idiosyncrasy, illustrated by my colleague 
who drove at that traffic island after taking 
antihistamines. 

‘A few decades ago, we were pretty sure 
that alcohol impaired the capacity to 
drive, but we had no hard evidence to 


| prove it. We are now in much the same 


both a driver and a prescriber for many 
years, it is my belief that a great many road 
accidents happen as the result of impaired 
judgement due to drugs. How many, it 
would be difficult to estimate; but much 
more, I am sure, than the police or the 
general public realise. 

‘How this hazard can be eliminated, I do 
not know. But I am equally sure that it is 
a growing hazard and that the problem is 
one that must be tackled sooner or later.’ 

Nothing has happened in the three years 
since Dr Reilly wrote that article to make 
him change his mind. Hesays, today: ‘I’ve 
no reason to believe that the situation has 
improved. In fact, it probably has 
deteriorated as more people are driving 
cars and more are taking drugs.’ 

Why has there been delay in offering the 
public protection from the side-effects of so 
much medication? If international sporting 
bodies can identify drugs so swiftly, and act 
even. more swiftly, why have we not moved, 
long before now, first to quantify the problem 
that appears to exist on the road, and then 
to combat it? 

Professor Arnoid Beckett, who has made 
extensive studies of drugs and driving and 
who is also a member of the International 
Olympic Committee’s medical commis- 
sion, tells DRIVE: ‘In sport, there are 
forbidden drugs. We are concerned solely 
with testing for their presence, not with 
_whether or not they affect performance 
or judgement. Any legislation under the 
~ Road Traffic Act would have to take those 
elements into consideration, but it will be 
difficult for any nation, at least in the 
foreseeable future, to have a system of 
testing blood levels that could be enforced 
in law and at the same time be fair...” 

It is all a question of positive proof. To 
date, most studies of the effects of drugs 
on driving ability have relied on labora- 
tory investigation, driving simulators and 
‘gymkhana’ tests—vehicle-handling in 
controlled, traffic-free conditions. They 
do not allow for tiredness, bad road 
surfaces, weather or traffic conditions, 
and most of those taking part have used 
drugs for the purposes of the tests, not 
for therapy. In reality, of course, a sick 
person might drive even worse without 
medicine; a highly tense person might 
drive more efficiently with tranquillisers. 

Dr Raffle says: “The problem is one of 
sheer size. There is the number of people 
involved and their widely differing types 
of driving; the large number of drugs that 
might affect driving performance; anda 
virtual lack of data about the relationship 
between drugs and road accidents. Added 
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situation with drugs. We believe that they 
can affect drivers adversely, but have no 
scientific proof gained from experience on 
the road. Gathering that proof will take 
time, but at least we know the techniques 
from our experience with alcohol.’ 

Today’s maximum blood/alcohol level 
was agreed after assessments of driving 
performance in experimental conditions 
had been complemented by studies in 
which the accident-involvement of drivers 
with various blood/alcohol counts was 
compared with control samples. The 
largest of these was conducted in the US 
by the department of police administra- 
tion at Indiana University, which com- 
pared a group of 5985 drivers who had 
been in accidents in Grand Rapids, Michi- 
gan, with a group of 7590 drivers selected 
from the city’s traffic in 1962-1963. 

The TRRL study of 2000 British 
motorists drawn from the electoral 
register will be, in effect, a similar 
operation to provide hard information 
about drugs and driving. But why, again, 
has it taken so long to mount, when the 
potential dangeris so clear? 

The answer is that, until recently, it has 
not been a practical proposition because 
methods of analysing drugs in the blood 
simply were not good enough. But, in the 
last two years—and, with some drugs, in 
the last 12 months—substantial progress 
has been made. 

Dr Anthony Moffat, head of the drugs 
and toxicology division at the Home 
Office Central Research Establishment, 
Aldermaston, Berkshire, says: ‘We can 
now test for most drugs that might impair 
driving, using the blood sample taken in 
accordance with the Road Traffic Act. 

‘We can do so without knowing what 
drug is suspected, though that should 
rarely be the case. A police surgeon should 
ask a suspect driver whether he has been 
taking any medication, and there should 
be other leads, such as his behaviour—or 
a tablet bottle in his pocket. 

‘Having identified the drug, it is a simple 
extension of the exercise to determine its 
level in the blood. But that does not mean 
we can state the extent—if any—to which 
it impairs driving. To establish a danger 
level will involve epidemiological studies 
on the Grand Rapids scale. . . 

‘The problem is much more complex 
than that of alcohol because the relation- 
ship between drug level and driving per- 
formance is likely to differ widely from 
drug to drug. Someone obviously intoxi- 
cated by barbiturates, for example, may 
register a low level in his blood. Cannabis, 
on the other hand, remains in the urine 
for some while after its effect has worn off. 
Analysis would reveal it, but a driver’s 


efficiency may be impaired no longer.’ 

Cannabis raises special problems, not 
merely because it is illegal but because its 
strength varies considerably. A recent 
study at Surrey University, in collabora- 
tion with the Home Office’s Aldermaston 
team, has revealed that 10 out of 54 drivers 
and 12 motorcyclists killed in accidents 
over an 18-month period had cannabis in 
their blood. But Professor Vincent Marks, 
whose Surrey team has produced the first 
sophisticated method of analysing canna- 
bis in the blood, warns that the figures 
must be treated with considerable caution. 

He says: ‘The only real conclusion we 
can draw from them is that the victims 
had cannabis in their blood. Whether it 
impaired their driving is a matter for 
conjecture. But it is a cause for concern 
because cannabis is now so widely used.’ 

It is a view that surely reinforces the need 
for further investigation of the relation- 
ship between drugs and driving. 

Among aspects to be covered by the 
TRRL in its survey of 2000 drivers are 
environmental conditions at the time of 
the accident; the drivers’ experience and 
accident records; drug and alcohol con- 
sumption prior to the accident; physical 
disabilities, including eyesight, hearing, 
illness and fatigue; and smoking. 
~Barbara Sabey, head of the TRRL’s 
accident investigation division, tells DRIVE: 
‘{ doubt whether our current studies could 
lead to legislation governing unacceptable 
levels for particular drugs; the nature of 
the problem is very different to that of 
alcohol. But we hope that they will provide 
the medical profession with valuable 
information about the dangers of driving 
with the drugs that the studies identify.’ 

It should also provide badly-needed armour 
for the motorist, who is a bewildered 
gladiator in this medico-legal field. 

Broadly speaking, the law concerning 
drugs and driving is that which existed for 
alcohol before the 1967 introduction of 
the breath-test: driving ‘under the influ- 
ence of a drug’ is an offence under Section 
5 of the Road Traffic Act 1972, normally 
earning disqualification for 12 months. 

If a driver gives a negative alcohol test, 
a police officer may consider whether he 
or she is ill or impaired by drugs. A police 
surgeon can ask for a blood sample, and 
a refusal to give it, while not an offence, 
may be used in evidence by the prosecu- 
tion. Analysis of the sample may establish 
the presence of a drug believed liable to 
impair driving ability, but any such 
evidence would need to be supported by 
police and medical evidence. 

Such cases are rare. The 1975 Blenner- 
hassett Report on drinking and driving 
stated: ‘Although drugs account for 
perhaps 100 cases detected each year, as 
compared with more than 50,000 of 
driving with excess blood-alcohol, impair- 
ment by them is unlikely to be as rareas 
this disparity would imply. The reason is 
that proof of this offence is even harder 
than proving unfitness through alcohol 
was before 1967.’ 

The report added that standard routine 
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“Protectol Rust 
if it wasn 


roofing? 
stprporings 


you wouldn’t catch me 
C was y stirling Moss 


saying 


“When Protectol came 
along and asked me to help 
them sell their rustproofing, 
I started thinking of the 
nicest way to say ‘No’. But 
they were very enthusiastic 
about bringing more 
motorists the benefits of 
their system, and really 
wanted to get the message 
across. Naturally I became 
curious. So I asked them 
what it had going for it. 

‘It’s the best in Britain,’ 
they said, ‘because we've 
developed it far in advance of 
earlier methods - using 
modern laboratory and 
simulated weather tests in 
the UK and abroad. 

The application is very 
thorough, the products are 
non-drip and cleanly applied. 


The technicians are highly 
trained. The stations have 
the AA Seal of Approval and 
you can’t go better than 

that! 

Okay, I thought, that’s 
fine for Protectol. But what 
about the customers and 
their cars? 

‘Well-they benefit, 
naturally. That’s what good 
rustproofing’s all about. 
Look at our Gold Seal 
system. It has a 12 year 
guarantee - the longest on 
the market; and our Standard 
system has a 6 year 
guarantee. Both are 
transferable and have 
clauses without catches. 
They have to, to meet the 
AA’s Seal of Approval 
requirements. We don’t 
mess about you know.’ 

So they weren't just 
another rustproofing system, 
I suggested. 

‘You bet we’re not. 

In fact Protectol pioneered 
modern clean vehicle rust- 
proofing in Britain.’ 

So Lasked them why I 
hadn’t heard more about 
them before? 


‘Because we didn’t have 
Stirling Moss to sell 
Protectol.’ 

That did it. From now 
on I'll be telling you alot more 
‘about Protectol and Gold 


ROTECTOL 


Because if it wasn’t good- 
you wouldn't catch me 
saying it was! 


ie 
/ [ew 
/y Stirling Moss. 


If you'd like to know more before you read 
our next Stirling Moss advertisement, 
send this coupon for details of Protectol 
Rustproofing and the address of your 
nearest station (there are almost 100 
Protectol Stations - check in your local 
Yellow Pages). You don’t needa stamp. 


Name 


Address 


Tel. 
Send to: FREEPOST, 
| Protectol (Rustproofing) Ltd., | 
Commercial Yard, Galgate, Barnard Castle, | 
Co. Durham DL12 8BG. | 
Tel: Teesdale (0833) 38638/37752. | 


A RELIABLE BATTERY WOUL 


When your battery packs up, isn’t it comforting to 
think that there’s usually a charitable soul, like the Vicars 
wife, on hand to help you out? 

The fact that she’s having a quiet chuckle up her 
sleeve doesn’t bother you at all. Does it? 

And you couldn't care less what those three lovely 
ladies are thinking. Could you? 

Well now, unless you’re sure you can survive that 
kind of experience without suffering severe emotional 
damage, do the safe thing: ask your garage fora Tungstone 
battery. By name. 


Or get one from Associated Tyre Specialists: 
Brown Brothers; Halfords; Longlife; National Tyre Service; 
Tyreservices Great Britain, or one of the scores of other 
dealers who stock their own brand batteries made by 
Tungstone. They're all over Britain and they all carry an 
excellent full national guarantee. 

Naturally, a Tungstone made battery costs alittle 
more than less reliable kinds. 

But put it this way. 

Wouldn't you rather spend an extra pound or two now 
than accept charity later on? 

We’re sure you would. 


TUNGSTONE. Remember the name- 


TUNGSTONE 


5 star heavy duty battery 


WYK HK 


Tungstone Batteries Limited, Market Harborough, Leicestershire LE16 9EZ. 
Tel: Market Harborough 5161. Telex: 34305. 


the poweris unforgettable. 


Ast |B Charles, 37 Lidgett Lane, Leeds LS8 1PL 
2nd PACross, 19 Old School Lane, Milton, Cambridge. 


S A Brewer, 44 Blencarn Park, Rockcliffe, Carlisle CA6 4AH 
JH Stubbs, 22 Northfield Road, Burton on Trent, Staffs. 
EARLY BIRD ZS Burton, 15 Middleton Road, Crumpsall, Manchester. 


WINNERS OF RUNNER-UP PRIZES 

100 Solarstar Watches (worth £75) 

Miss E Evans, LLANGOLLEN, Clwyd; Miss S A Harris, EXETER, Devon; Mr B R Shaw, 
PETERBOROUGH: Mr EN Brawn, BOLTON, Lancs; MrT H Matthews, BRISTOL, Avon; MrK B Brown, 
KIDDERMINSTER, Worcs, Mr J M Sharp, CROYDON, Surrey; Ms P A Dick, KINGS LANGLEY, 
Herts. Mr R F G Ball, LONDON: Mr K Ruck, NEWTON, Dorset; Mr F MacLeod, INVERNESS; 
Mr P W Hadley, ROCHESTER, Kent; Mr H B Read, LEEDS; Mr F H Callaby, LONDON; Mr F Tinklin, 
KEYWORTH,. Notts; Mr H P Lawrence, WALSALL; Mr A Rhodes, KNOTTINGLEY, Yorks; 
Mr J Brennan, BLACKBURN, Lancs; Mr G C Williams, NORWICH, Norfolk; Mr D W Tunstall, 
TELFORD, Salop; Mr P J Lyon, WEYBRIDGE, Surrey; Mr C Postlethwaite, HARROW WEALD, 
Middlesex; Mr WT Evans, BEACONSFIELD, Bucks; Mr B A Scowen, DANBURT, Essex; Mr P Spiers, 
ROMFORD, Essex; Mr R F Gallagher, EAST MOLESEY, Surrey; Mr A M Williams, ELY, Cambs; 
Mr H A Sankey-Smith, KENILWORTH, Warks; Mr P S Cooper, MIDDLESBROUGH, Cleveland; 
Mr F WJ Davis, WOLVERHAMPTON: Mr K J Lupton, BUXTON, Derbyshire; Mrs J Younger, 
STANLEY, Co Durham; Mr F Simcock, HANLEY, Stoke-on-Trent. 

Mr K R Borkowski, BRADFORD, W Yorks; Mr W Davies, SHREWSBURY; Mr R D Gray, 
COVENTRY, Warks; Mr K Fitz-Hughes, GREAT YARMOUTH, Norfolk; Mr J N M Lakin, ASCOT, 
Berks; Mr D H Bailey, SOUTHAMPTON, Hants; Mr C R B Glover, SURBITON, Surrey; 
Mr JE Gilderdale, POOLE, Dorset; Mr WA Simpson, CHALFONT ST PETER, Bucks; MrT R Knighton, 
NOTTINGHAM: Mr P A Monoghan, WEST MOLESEY, Surrey; Mr H Thomson, LEEDS; 
Mrs E M Wilson, FORDINGBRIDGE, Hants; Mr V J Cawthorn, NORTHWOOD, Middlesex; 
Mr SC Holmes, HARLOW, Essex; Mr J A Smith, UXBRIDGE, Middlesex; Mr J A Sharman, STAINES, 
Middlesex; Mr S J Haggie, BARNET, Herts; Mr A R J Poulton, BATH, Avon; Mr B D Salwey, 
WINCHESTER, Hants; Mr WH Foster, GEORGEHAM, Devon; Mr M J Walker, CARDIFF, 
Mr PC W Victory, ROMFORD, Essex; Mr P Vigdor, LEEDS; Mr R L Whitehead, HORNCHURCH, 
Essex, Mr K Tunstall, SOUTH MILFORD, York; Mr C J Nicol, SUTHERLAND; Mrs J B G Harrison, 
GOUROCK, Renfrewshire. Mr G T Watkins, WITHAM, Essex; Mr T B Coleman, WISHAW; 
Mr W Mitchell, KELLOE, Durham; Mr J A Lilley, COLCHESTER, Essex; Mr J WB Kidd, BANBRIDGE, 
. Mr R Jessop, FARNHAM, Surrey; Mr H Bagshaw, HEXHAM, Northumberland; 
Mr CS Holmes, ST AUSTELL, Cornwall; Mr A Priest, READING, Berks. 

Mr G D Masterton, CHESTER, Cheshire; Ms P M Hitchens, CARDIFF; Mr H E Stansfield, 
WHITEFIELD, Manchester, Capt. M Petty, COLCHESTER, Essex, Mr D Williams, HORSHAM, 
W Sussex; Mrs E M Atherton, BOSTON, Lincs; Mrs G M F Carey, OXFORD; Miss J Wood, 
LIVERSEDGE, W Yorks; Mr K K Patel, CRAWLEY, Sussex; Mr R G Watts, BRISTOL, Avon; 
Mr € R Morley, SOUTHAMPTON, Hants; Mr EW Mason, STOCKPORT, Cheshire; Miss AC Healey, 
LIVERPOOL; Mr A J Monk, BISHOPS STORTFORD, Herts; Mr E A Stevens, HITCHIN, Herts; 
Dame M Tyrwhitt, CHIPPENHAM, Wilts; Mr R G Ellis, GOLDENASH, Northampton; Mr K Denton, 
MAIDENHEAD, Berks; Mrs A M Beard, HUNGERFORD, Berks; Mr C M Jasey, GUILDFORD, 
Surrey; Mrs H Clear, TUNBRIDGE WELLS, Kent; Mr £ Bingham, ROTHERHAM, Yorks: 
Mr G R Botton, Walsall: Mir H Hall, LONDON; Mr A Underdown, EXETER, Devon; Mr J H Nash, 
WARLEY; Ms H Bartle, CHELMSFORD, Essex; Mr E Cockshaw, NR GOOLE, Yorks; Mr J A Rommer, 
EFFINGHAM, Surrey; Mr R E Linley, MANCHESTER. 


WINNERS OF BONUS PRIZES 
200 Denim Suit Carriers (worth £10) 


Cornwall; Mr J V Lorimer, READING, Berks; Mr C E Abbott, STANFORD LE HOPE, Esse 
Mr W E Vaisey, HEMEL HEMPSTEAD, Herts: Mr R J Allen, LEICESTER: Mr E W Hanna 
PLYMOUTH, Devon; Mr A S Blackham, STOURBRIDGE, West Midlands: Mr D J Brow 
SOUTHPORT, Merseyside; Mr H Rees-Parnall, LONDON, Mr F C J Green, BURSCOUGH, Lanc 
rRA Quiney, STOURPORT ON SEVERN, Wores; Mr C M Wright, ST ALBANS, Herts: MrA J Pra 
EST BRIDGEFORD, Notts, Mrs J S Nunn, SINFIN, Derby; Miss L Mills, BARRY, South Gla 
r J E Millar, FAREHAM, Hants; Mrs E C Sadler, MIRFIELD, West Yorkshire: Mr D Walto 
CHELTENHAM, Glos; Mr L E Park, BROMLEY, Kent; Mr V Grandos, WOLVERHAMPTO 
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EGF Clarke, 71 Lilac Avenue, Streetly, Sutton Coldfield, West Midlands B74 31F. 
3rd HG Cole, Winton House, Manor Road, Aldershot, Hants GU11 306 


Mr F Darbyshire, NORTHAM, North Devon; Mr P D Jones, TONBRIDGE, Kent; Mr H W Close, 
BILLESDON, Leics; Mrs A A C Kirk, STOCKPORT, Cheshire; Mr G A Tregidga, FALMOUTH, 


Pao vectiealies 


45353 


Mr | J Evans, MANCHESTER; Mr G R Harvey, CAMBRIDGE; Mr Morris, PLYMOUTH, Devon. 
Mr R B Pierpoint, LIVERPOOL; Mr J D Topalian, MACCLESFIELD, Cheshire: Mrs V M Franklin, 
CHESTER; Mr J Blyth, KILLIN, Perthshire; Mr D J Milborrow, HORSHAM, West Sussex. 

Miss C M Bell, REIGATE, Surrey; Miss C Clark, LIVINGSTON, West Lothian. 
Mr E C H Emmerson, IPSWICH, Suffolk; Mr E J Millett, POOLE, Dorset: Mr S S Bilkhu, 
BIRMINGHAM; Mr F M Cottage, FOLKESTONE, Kent; Mr 0 Jones, WIRRAL, Merseyside; 
Mr J Field-Bibb, LONDON; Mrs M S Jones, LONDON; Mr DJ Green, TORQUAY, Devon; 


Mr T R Howe, WOKINGHAM, Berks; Mrs S A Carter, IVER, Bucks; Mr G A Barker, CANTERBURY, 
Kent; Mr A F T Drew, BILLERICAY, Essex, Mr F Lofthouse, WAKEFIELD, Yorks; Mr H W Chapman, 
HALSTEAD, Essex; Mr P J Kavanagh, NEWBURY, Berks; Mr L Webster, HOUNSLOW, Middx; 
Mr A W Brown, BATH, Avon; Mr J Robinson, DENTON, Lanes; Mr B Dowd, OLDHAM, Greater 
Manchester; Mr H R Ross-Grundy, FRINTON ON SEA, Essex; Mr R Pilbeam, GUILDFORD, Surrey; 
Mr G Johnson, SUTTON COLDFIELD, West Midlands; Mr R Davidson, LONDON; Mr GC Moodie, 
YORK; Mr C Cruickshank, ABERDEEN: Mr T H Wood, MARLOW, Bucks.. 

Mr M Bowman, TRIMDON STATION, Co Durham; Mr K J Wooden, BURGESS HILL, Sussex; 
MrHWC Davis, POOLE, Dorset; Mr R J Wright, WOLVERHAMPTON; Mr JF McNally, HAMILTON, 
Mr GL Knight, ATHERSTONE; Mr H R De Belleroche, LONDON; Mrs W McLaughlin, GLASGOW; 
Mr H W Roberts, WREXHAM, Clwyd; Mr D EC Rooke, LONDON; Mr B Greenwood, PRESTON, 
Lancs; Mr W G Ivey, WOKING, Surrey; Mr AV Bradley, BFPO 801; Mr D R Simpson, CAMBERLEY, 
Surrey; Mr LA Madelaine, HYTHE, Kent; Mr B F Hosier, HEMEL HEMPSTEAD, Herts; Mr N Jle Grice, 
PURLEY, Surrey; Mr N Powell, LIVERPOOL; Mr A J Nicklin, FECKENHAM, Worcs; Mr R Walton, 
DEAL, Kent; Mr T Hussain, BRADFORD, Yorks; Mr S J Hancock, SIDMOUTH, Devon; 
Mr B E Lambert, RUGBY, Warwickshire; Mr B A Bertram, SHEFFIELD; Mr 1 W Lawson, 
MILTON KEYNES, Bucks; Mr K M Hall, YORK; Mr A M Collett, LONDON; Mr D J Laune, 
RAYLEIGH, Essex; Mr H A Clarke, RIPON, North Yorkshire; Mr E Williams, WREXHAM, Clwyd; 
Mr M Collins, BURY, Lancs; Mr K Tingay, CAMBERLEY, Surrey; Mr S L Coward, THORNBURY, 
Avon; Mr D W Griffin, CROWTHORNE, Berks; Mr R C Young, LISS, Hants; Mrs C M Jetten, 
ALLINGTON, Surrey; Mr H V Hutson, BLACKPOOL, Lancs; Mr R J Kelly, GOSPORT, Hants; 
rs E W Duffy, STEWARTON, Ayrshire; Mr S D Chambers, UPMINSTER, Essex; Mr R L Pendall, 
ORWICH, Norfolk; Mr F J Silver, LONDON; Mr A F Pitcher, WINSCOMBE, Avon; Mrs KL Pringle, 
ALKEITH, Midlothian; Mr A S Yates, COULSDON, Surrey; Miss E J E Day, CHELMSFORD, Essex; 
Mr N L Russell, WOKINGHAM, Berks; Mr R Carr, CARLISLE; Rev E S E Clark, BANBURY, Oxon; 
Mr P WH Goodson, STAFFORD; Miss | M Hutton, KINGTON, Herefordshire; Mr M H McBay, 
OTLEY, West Yorkshire; Mr D Cooper, BLACKBURN, Lancs; Mr M-G Ford, SOLIHULL, West 
Midlands; Mrs D W Fernley, NEWCASTLE UPON TYNE. Mr A-J Fell, LIPHOOK, Hants; 
Mr H B Farrell, CARDIFF, Glamorgan; Mr H G Bogie, SOUTHPORT, Merseyside; Miss D M Hewitt, 
RIPON, North Yorkshire; Mr T E O'Neill, WALSALL, West Midlands. 

Mr W A Grindey, DOVERIDGE, Derbys; Miss C Hamilton, MERTHYR TYDFIL; 
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Mr J P De A’Echevarria, OXFORD; Dr G M Rhodes, CAMBERLEY, Surrey; Mr M J Stockers, 


CHALFONT ST GILES, Bucks; Mr M W Manderfield, ST ALBANS, Herts; Mr G W Dorward, 
SEVENOAKS, Kent; Mr! M Perken, NEWBURY, Berks; Fit LtA E Kirk, GLENROTHES; Mr C R Brown: 
PORTSMOUTH, Hants; Mrs P Machen, YORK; Mr A Cameron White, WALLINGTON, Surrey; 
Mr P O Carmichael, PERTH: Miss J Knowles, UPPER BELVEDERE, Kent; Mr E H Townsend, 
THORNTON HEATH, Surrey; Mr A J Rolfe, NEWARK, Notts; Mr D L Griffiths, HEREFORD; 
Mr D | Gough, WOKINGHAM, Berks; Dr G F G Batchelor, LONDON: Mr W R Denney, READING, 
Berks; Mr J W Waddell, SIDCUP. Kent; Mr W W Blain, GLASGOW; Mr D € Griffiths, BIRMINGHAM; 
Mr D Caselli, MARSDEN; Mrs A H Watson, KINGSBRIDGE, South Devon; Mr J P Brally, 
SEVEN KINGS, Essex; Mr G C Mascall, LONDON; Mr BJ Mehew, HARLOW, Essex; Mr R Robinson, 
SKIPTON, North Yorkshire; Mr J C Martin, BIRMINGHAM. 

Mr D M Corr, FOCHABERS, Moray. Mr K Davidson, STOCKTON ON TEES, Cleveland; 
Mr M1 Braddock, STOCKPORT, Cheshire; Mr D C Horsfall, HALIFAX, West Yorkshire; Mr N R Piggott, 
BLANDFORD FORUM, Dorset; Mr H G Tonkin, LOOE, Cornwall: Mr V Hewitt, WALSALL; 
Miss LE Mitham, SWAVESEY, Cambs; Mr JM MacLeod, MUNLOCHY; Mrs B J Jones, BANBURY, 
Oxon; Mr V L Forrester, NORTHAMPTON: Mr R Scott, ABINGDON, Oxon; Mr B | Chalmers, 
LEICESTER; Mrs R H Lamboll, ABINGDON, Oxon; Mr R J M Snelgrove, BASILDON, Essex; 
Mr W J Markham, KETTERING, Northants; Mr R Haysom, WORCESTER PARK, Surrey; 
Mr RS Smith, EDINBURGH; Mr K T Williams, SOUTHALL, Middx; Mr A L Dawe, TINTAGEL, 
Cornwall; Mr Dickson, BURLEY IN WHARFDALE; Mr S Melbourne, NOTTINGHAM: 
Mr C P Donovan, CAMBRIDGE; Dr S$ D Pratt, ALDERLEY EDGE, Cheshire: Mr P J Ware, 
AMERSHAM, Bucks; Mr A R Parr, CHELMSFORD, Essex; Mr D O Dimond, BRAINTREE, Essex; 
Mr W J Shepherd, BIRMINGHAM; Mr C H Garside, TONBRIDGE, Kent; Mr J D Grady, BASILDON, 
Essex; Mr L JS Sim, GLASGOW; Mr. R Currie, MANCHESTER; Mr R M King, HULL, Yorkshire; 
Mr E D Bamgboye, GLASGOW; Mr C H Jenkins, TAMWORTH, Staffs; Miss B E Chard, BISHOPS 
STORTFORD, Herts; Mrs S D Smith, LOWESTOFT, Suffolk; Mrs A B Hughes, ANSTRUTHER, Fife; 
Miss M J Carter, LEICESTER: Mr R C M Beeny, LONDON; Mr S M Cuthbertson, BIRMINGHAM, 
Mr E L Irwin, COWPLAIN, Hants; Mr | Brewer, ROLLERSTON ON DOVE; Mr P D Lea, 
EASTBOURNE East Sussex; Mr D G Smeeton, HARLOW, Essex. Mr J A E Robinson, HALIFAX, 
Yorkshire; Mr N A Flanigan, CAMBERLEY, Surrey; Mr J Goldsworthy, LONDON; Mrs V J Roberts, 
LONDON; Mr V Thacker, STOKE ON TRENT, Staffs. 


Cheap frills 


MOTORISTS are keeping an ever 
tighter hold on the purse strings 
—a trend highlighted by a marked 
drop in the amount spent on 
accessories during the |12-month 
period to last August. According 
to this latest DRIVE Index of 
Motoring Costs, expenditure on 
such ‘frivolities’ as cassette 
players, foglamps, wheel gloves 
and the like is down 14% on the 
Index’s October 1973 launch. 

The drop also contributes to the 
fall of one point in the overall 
Index figure, to 191, which com- 
pares with the more dramatic fall 
of two points recorded four 
months ago—the first in the 
history of the table. 

Lower petrol costs have played 
a decisive part in these somewhat 
surprising developments: motor- 
ists spent £2.68 less on petrol in 
the year than they did in the 
corresponding period two months 
ago. Now down to 202 points, 
the Index on petrol is back at 
the level of nearly two years ago, 
and though it is still nearly 
double the October 1973 figure, 
it has dropped 11 points below 
the peak of 213 reached in ‘the 
tables published in the first two 
issues of 1978. 

Oil and _ servicing/repair costs 
appear to have stabilised at the 
levels reached in the last Index, 
but insurance costs continue to 
increase, and the figure is now 
£2.83 higher at £50.51. 

In July-August alone, the in- 
crease was half as much again as 
the total in the same two months 
of 1977. Between August and 
September 1977, it increased by 
a third, but this rise, though 
reflected in the total Index points, 
right, has been more than out- 
weighed by cuts in petrol prices. 


Index indicators 

Ford’s Escort 1300 remains the 
most economical car to run, at 
4.99p per mile, followed by 
Datsun’s Cherry/Sunny at 5.09p 
and BL’s Allegro at 5.15p. The 
Austin-Morris Princess has the 
highest cost for servicing and 
repairs, at £31.31, followed by 
the Vauxhall Victor 1800/2300 at 
£24.59 and the Ford Granada/ 
Consul at £23.11. 

Although Japanese cars recorded 
the cheapest cost-per-mile at 


5.89p, and covered the most miles 
—886 in a month—British cars as 
a whole came close-second in 
costs, and covered an average 
42 fewer miles. 


MONTH-BY-MONTH 
ANALYSES (all cars) AND 
ENGINE RATING 


September 1977___—«(BABTITBSIET| 24.59] 0.70 | 10.86 
[October 1977 —=S=S—=*d;C 8B] BBO] 24.10] 1.63 


November 1977 | 778 | 6.04 


December 1977 


January 1978 616 
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August 1978 
TOTAL (for year) 
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MODEL-BY-MODEL ANALYSES—post-1968 cars 


Chrysler |mp 
Avenger 
Hunter 1500/1750 6 
Datsun Cherry/Sunny 
Fiat 128/124 

500/127 

Ford Escort 1100/Popular 
Escort 1300 

Cortina 1300 

Cortina 1600 

Cortina 2000 

Capri 1600 
Granada/Consul 

Leyland Mini 

1100/1300 

Allegro 
Maxi 1500/1750 7 a 
Marina 1300 ~913 [5 
Marina 1800 

Princess 1800/2200 
Rover 2000/3500 

Simca 1000/1 100 
Triumph Toledo/Dolomite 
2000/P1 
Vauxhall Viva 
Victor 1800/2 
VW Beetle 
All Chrysler U 
Ford 

Leyland 
Vauxhall 

All British 

All Fiat 
Renault 
Simca 

Volvo 

All French 
Italian 
Japanese 

W German 
All Foreign 
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5.15 | 
6.50 | 24.87] 0.77 | 
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Insurance 


204 


Other 


costs 
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Acces 
sories 


Petrol Oil 


Servicing 
repairs 


COST OF MOTORING: September 1977—August 1978 


INDEX 
foaterie ico |104|184| 202 | 110] 183] 86 


ANALYSES (post-1968 cars) aise 


191 | 


TOTAL 


9.04 | 0.32 
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P19 | 5.72 | 22.60] 005 | 664] 018 | 411 | 692 | 
February 1978 _ 738 | 6.17 | 21.26 | 


11.80 4.24 6.59 


0.86 | "ost | 424 | 659 | 
April 1978 757 [6.47 | 23.85 | 0.93 | 10.86] 040 | 4.17 | 
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Roll up, roll up! Three rid 


CAR TESTS | 


es for less than £2000! Yes, sir, it 


ag 


seems a lot, but Citroen, Skoda and Fiat are virtually the only 
operators offering anything at that price—the Dyane, Estelle 
105L Plus and the 126 de Ville, or their close stablemates. 
We know it’s not exactly the Big Wheel, but you canstill have 


Citroen 


UPS, DOWNS, SWINGS 
AND ROUNDABOUTS 
Tell the owner of a Citroen 
Dyane 6 that his car looks like a 
dustbin on wheels, and he’ll prob- 
ably agree with you . . . while 
thinking to himself that he has 
the nearest thing to perfection. 
While in France the cheaper, 
even uglier 2CV has sold in 
millions to drivers who couldn’t 
care less about their car so long 
as it goes, in Britain, the basic 
Citroen has inverted snob-appeal. 
But there’s more to a Dyanethan 
meets the eye. There’s also a 
magic ingredient called fun, 
thanks to tenacious roadholding 
and roll angles that give passen- 
gers and following-drivers mild 
hysterics. Why, with rollerskates 
on its door-handles, it could 
probably do a U-turn flat out. 


How it goes 

Buried in the Dyane’s nose is a 
power unit that would look more 
at home on a lawnmower. With 
only 602cc to play with, the power 
output is a surprisingly good 
32bhp, making it (according to 
Citroen) slightly quicker off the 
mark than the 2CV. 

Everything about the Dyane is 
unconventional, and starting is 
downright awkward. Once rolling, 
though, the car ticks over reliably 
and pulls smoothly, other than 
when pottering around town—a 
grumbling affair. 

Despite its.economy image, the 
Dyane demands 4-star petrol; but 
filling the jokey S4gal tank won’t 
break the bank, and even flat out, 
at a rip-roaring 73mph, the car 
manages a _ not-unreasonable 
314mpg. Overall, DRIVE’s Dyane 
averaged 47mpg. 

The quirky gear change—that 
facia-mounted push-me/pull-you 
walking stick—has a top gear 
that’s difficult to locate and a 
bottom with no detectable syn- 
chromesh, producing frequent 
protesting, crunchy noises; and 
it’s not difficult to engage reverse 
instead of first, once familiarity 
has bred alittle contempt. 

A 0-60mph ‘dash’ of 26.9sec 
sounds incredibly backward for 
a current-model car, but the 
Dyane isn’t often left behind at 
the traffic lights. 

Top-gear 30—50mph acceleration 
in 20.5sec, explains why some 
Dyane drivers pick . well, 
‘unusual’ passing points. 

Noise, we suspect, cannot worry 
many owners, although they have 
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thrills—and ills—for your money. Here is DRIV 


Price £1989 On the road £2105 


E’s fair report 


to shout at passengers while driv- 
ing on the open road. Around 
town, low-speed vibrations can 
prove offensive. 

This being so, it may seem odd to 
say that the Dyane is at its most 
impressive bowling along a pot- 


holed track. All the same, 
people who can’t stomach an 
ocean cruise should beware: the 
Dyane bounces up-and-down 
and side-to-side at the same time 
and in slow motion, and the wheels 
get to look like yo-yos. 

The penalty for the gymnastic 
ride is plain to see: just follow a 
Dyane round a brisk tight corner 
and watch its French roll. The 
limits are set by the strength of 
the driver’s wrists. It doesn’t add 
up to good handling in, say, the 
Alfasud manner—but you have 
to admit it can be enormous fun. 

There is, in fact—because the 
power output is so feeble—more 
grip than the car will ever need, 
even in the wet, and, if your nerve 
gives out, you need only lift the 
throttle to restore equilibrium. 

The brake pedal needed a much 
heftier stomp than the last Dyane 
tested by the AA, in 1975, to pro- 
duce a best stop of 95%, but the 
system manages to feel reassuring, 
with even progression through the 
range. Heat-fade never becomes 
alarming, and DRIVE’s water test 
did prove more difficult than 
usual: with such good ground 
clearance, you need virtually a 
swimming pool to wet the discs. 

Although a 1-in-3 hill presents 
no handbrake worries, a restart 
is in fact out of the question with 
such little power. You'll just have 
to roll back down. 


Inside story 

One tester looked agog at the 
Citroen’s botched-up, stuck-on 
trim, with nasties such as screw 
points protruding into the pas- 
senger area, and wondered how 
the French can get away with it. 
Would anyone, he asked, buy 
even a Mini in such a state? 
Nonetheless, it’s surprising how 
comfortable the Dyane is. Our 


only niggle is with the driver's 


seat back—it’s too erect, and cries 

out for a reclining mechanism. A 
silly but effective idea—a peg in 
a hole—allows the seat to be 
moved back far enough to accom- 
modate the longest legs, but the 
snag is that, with the driving seat 
pushed back, there is no longer 
room enough to fold the back seat 
over and use the car’s estate 
facility. 

The Dyane’s instrument pack 
was designed for lefthand-drive 
cars and certainly suffers in the 
UK market change-round. The 
wiper motor, for instance, ob- 
scures part of the speedometer, 
and the three pushbuttons—for 
wipers, hazard-flashers and brake- 
test light—on the facia-top are a 
longish stretch away. 

There are two column stalks— 
on the right for lights and horn, 
left for indicators which don’t 
flash inside the car and don't 
cancel. At night, a headlamp 
main-beam warning light is badly 
needed, too. 

The tailgate opens to reveal a 
large boot, and, with the spare 
wheel up front under the bonnet, 
all its space is usable. Fold down 
the rear seat, and the Dyane be- 
comes a very roomy load-carrier 
indeed. 

The back seat is comfortable: 
passengers don’t have to struggle 
for kneeroom and getting in and 
out is easy. A canopy stretching 
back from the top of the back seat 
hides luggage from sight, but can 
be removed (with a little fiddling) 
to provide room for the family 
dog. Anyone needing more 
room—for carrying a ladder, 
for instance—can simply stick it 
up through the standard, fold- 
back sunshine roof... 

Pay £7000 for one German 
luxury car that we know, and the 
ventilation system won’t work 
half as well as the Citroen’s 
cheap little affair. Output through 
the ingeniously simple ventilation 
grilles is tremendous. The snag is 
that they can be a source of noise, 
but it’s unlikely to be noticed 
above the rest of the din. 

The Dyane has sliding windows 
that allow a good throughflow of 
air without causing draughts and 
don’t steal room from inside. 

The heater is as simple—or 
crude, depending on your view- 
point—as the super ventilation 
system. It’s worked by just one 
slider control, and, while the out- 
put won't be much good for roast- 
ing the family joint, it’s good 
enough for thawing people. How- 
ever, winter demisting can be a 
big problem, and there’s no heated 
rear screen. 

Brakes and steering are what 
the Dyane owner relies on to 
keep him in one piece; but if 
something solid gets in his path, 
he may wish to be in the other car. 

A shunt in the side does not 
bear thinking about, and roll- 


over protection looks terrible— 


or, rather, it doesn’t look at 
all! Door releases inside the 
car may be hard to find, yet 
the rear doors are far from child- 
proof—a serious omission in a 
family car. And, while the front 
seats are more securely anchored 
than they appear to be, the rear 
seat has a flimsy fastening that 
may not stand up to violent 
impact. 

Seatbelts are now the inertia-reel 
type—an overdue change for the 
better, allowing drivers to reach 
the handbrake—and are both 
comfortable and very efficient. 


Cheap fares... 
but not all fun 


xi 
. . 


All measurements in inches 


kerbweight 12cwt 
overall length 12ft 84in 
overall width 4{t 11in 
overall height 5ft OFin 
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Poor visibility of the car’s 
extremities can mean owners 
learn the hard way, but at least 
it’s the sort of car where a dent is 
not the end of the world. French 
drivers are surely convinced that 
battle-scars merely addtothecar’s 
character. 


Living together 

If a muscular cat walked over the 
Dyane’s bonnet, the footprints it 
left might be permanent; at least, 
the Dyane looks to be as flimsy as 
that. Nevertheless, the car 
doesn’t have a reputation for fall- 
ing to bits, and DRIVE’s test vehicle 


appeared to be very well painted. 

Seams and edges suffer too 
readily from rust in the longer 
term. Underneath, the latest cars 
have a well-applied petroleum- 
wax coating which should be more 
effective than the former light 
wax spray. 

Wings are easy to unbolt and 
owners ought perhaps to clean out 
their nasty mudtraps twice yearly. 

Opening the bonnet can give a 
DIY owner delayed shock. Jobs 
look easy to tackle until you try 
them, and, apart from routine 
topping-up chores, many owners 
will leave things to their nearest 
Citroen dealer. 

The fabric roof is difficult to keep 


smart—perhaps Citroen has an 
answer to that one—and you can 
cut your hands on the sharp- 
edged bumpers. But cleaning the 
rest of the car is easy: thick rubber 
floormats are practical and hard- 
wearing and, if the fabric seats 
don’t look up to the job, there’s 
a pvc alternative. 

Good secondhand Dyanes are 
thin on the ground and are much 
sought-after by those wanting 
something cheap but different. 
Look after one, and it certainly 
won't turn out to be a millstone 
round your neck. The insurance 
companies’ computers have 
nothing against the car’s risk 
potential—perhaps more of a 


tribute to its roadholding—and 
slot it into the cheapest Group |. 


There was a time when the Dyane/ 
2CV was regarded by the British as 
a joke—a car completely out of step 
with the rest of the motoring 
world. But, while the British 
guffawed, millions of Frenchmen 
went out and bought the thing. 

But times change, and there can’t 
be many anachronisms left with 
the ability to average almost 50mpg 
in such style. Like all Citroens, 
the Dyane needs time to win a 
driver’s affections, but, once 
hooked, his loyalty is likely to be 
as unswerving as his little car at 
full cry down the autoroute. 


Skoda Estelle 105L Plus _ 


Price £1899 On the road £2019 


ONCE MORE—BUT STILL WITHOUT FEELING 


New car designs from the Eastern 


bloc are not, it is true, usually 
greeted with ready praise by 
Western motoring writers, but the 
chorus of criticism that met 
Skoda’s Estelle on its 1977 debut 
was reminiscent of newspaper 
reviews for a bad West End play. 
And the AA was in there with the 
rest of them: ‘Crude road-going 
manners’ and ‘lurking treachery 
in the wet’ were phrases used in 
our 1977 road test report. 

To its credit, Skoda didn’t 
merely slink away to lick its 
wounds: it asked for—and 
received—the consultative help of 
such critics as the AA’s chief 
engineer to tame the Estelle’s 
wildest excesses with a cluster of 
subtle modifications. 

Certainly, this bargain-basement 
transport is now a much safer and 
more comfortable proposition. It 
is, however, no secret that much 
more drastic changes for the 
‘Estelle are on the way: the 
radiator has already moved from 
back to front, where it will one 
day be joined by the engine. 

In the meantime, the 105L Plus 
is a lot of car for comparatively 
little money, and even the ‘luxury’ 
of Skoda’s top-of-the-range 120LS 
won't mark you down as abloated 
capitalist. DRIVE gave the former 
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another chance, then sampled the 
bigger-engined latter. 


On the road 

The Estelle is still hardly the car 
to thrill and flatter the average 
driver. Performance isn’t startling, 
for 46bhp doesn’t go very far 
when there’s 17}cwt of family 
car to propel. Yet it still manages 
to emerge as the liveliest of this 
test trio. There are no starting 
problems, so long as the accelera- 
tor is untouched for 10sec or so 
after the engine fires—otherwise, 
like the Fiat, it tends to gulp and 
stop dead. Low-speed flexibility is 
good, with top gear pulling 
happily from around 20mph. 

The driving position and control- 
layout is businesslike and 
attractive: you don’t have to con- 
tort yourself at the wheel, as in 
some small cars. 

Once under way, however, you 
discover that things aren’t all 
sweetness. There’s a sticky and 
‘sudden’ accelerator action anda 
clingy, obstinate gear change, 
especially into the lower ratios. 
The muscle-building properties of 
the heavy clutch are more than 
matched by those of the steering, 
which compounds its sin by being 
sticky, too, in minor correction. 
The steering is certainly too high- 


geared, and the suspension 
changes have served to make its 
weight problem worse. 

A car conducts a two-way rela- 
tionship—with its driver and with 
the road surface. The revised 
Estelle still has problems in the 
first, but it certainly does better 
in the second. Gone is the wilful 
tail-swing in quite ordinary 
cornering, and_ directional 
stability on a windy day is much 
better, too. 

True, you can get some oversteer 
if, after putting the boot in, you 
cut the throttle abruptly halfway 
round a wet bend. However, it all 
happens so much later, and with 
so little spite, that only the fool- 
hardy could now get into trouble. 

One outright improvement is in 
the braking. The addition of a 
servo pays dividends, especially in 
gentler check- braking, and our 
best stop of 95°% really is quite 
remarkable for a rear-engined car 
with an unladen front boot. Fade 
is not a problem in any but the 
most arduous conditions, but 
complete recovery from a soaking 
takes longer than we'd like. 

The car’s ride is less turbulent 
in this latest form, and even shines 
over really broken-up surfaces— 
it doesn’t jar occupants at any 
time. There is, however, still a lot 
of ‘fuss over nothing’: over slightly 
undulating surfaces and even 
basically good roads, it feels more 
perturbed than cars with more 
weight on the front wheels. 
Certainly, its best ride is ‘on holi- 
day’ with a full boot. 

Noise control is something else. 


Our test 105L had ear-splitting 


boom at 45—47mph that made all 
that came before seem silence by 
comparison, and it built up again 
between 60mph and 70mph. 
Tyre noise, by comparison, is no 
problem, and, though there are 
odd body creaks and pronounced 
wind whistle from the door frames 
at cruising speeds, the engine 
note tends to obliterate all else. 
There’s little to choose between 
the degree of thirst of the Estelles, 
despite the disparity in engine 
size and performance. Compari- 
sons give |mpg difference overall 
—34mpg—in the 105L’s favour. It 


also gives better economy at 
70mph by some 23mpg, but does 

Impg worse than the 120LS in 
suburbia—not the results we 
would have predicted. It is no 
surprise, however, to discover 
that either version is dipsomaniac 
by the 45-plus standards of the 
Dyane/Fiat 126. 

Seven gallons is the most we got 
into the tank, even when the low- 
level lamp had been glowing 
resolutely for some miles. It fills 
to the brim easily and a somewhat 
unlovely locking cap is standard 
—though, because it doesn’t fit 
flush, it runs the risk of being 
ripped off in a side-swipe impact. 


Inside story 

There’s no denying the Estelle’s 
showroom appeal. It’s unques- 
tionably a lot of car for the 
money. The standard of trim— 
even on the cheapest 105L—and 
the seats’ comfort, with all their 
various permutations to accom- 
modate the impedimenta of family 
life, are impressive, too. The driv- 
ing seat gives reasonable support, 
with stiff but valuable rake 
adjusters. 

It would do some British manu- 
facturers no harm to copy Skoda’s 
rear-seat example: it can be 
especially useful to fold down one 
side of the split seat back and 
have a family pet or carry-cot on 
the solid base beside the other 
rear passenger. Of course, a front 
offside-loading boot is no match 
for a ‘proper’ arrangement (and 
protecting the vulnerable paint on 
the wing is not the least of your 
worries). But the extra stowage 
space elsewhere helps to offset 
this disadvantage. 

Legroom all round is good, and 
another rear-passenger perk is a 
supply of warm air to the rear 
footwells. The handbook’s heater 
instructions are difficult to under- 
stand, but, by juggling with the 
centre and righthand slides, good 
temperature control can be 
achieved. The only absurdity is 
that air emerges from the front 
floor outlets at all times— 
unwelcome on merely fresh days, 
when you don’t need heat but 
could do without cold. A 2-speed 
fan boosts the system. 

Skoda has no heated rear win- 
dows on offer in its range, and the 
reasonable rear-extraction system 
cannot fully compensate for this. 

The facia symbols that denote 
telltale functions may at first 
cause some confusion, but the 
shape and feel of minor controls 
is pleasing. If only the major con- 
trols matched them... ! 

A squared-up shape allows the 
driver a good all-round view of 
his own car and the world outside. 
Headlamps are powerful, but any 
form of realignment means 
removing the front grille. 

Steep gradients cause idling and 
restarting problems, but the door 


checks resist a l-in-4 slope. The 


wipers clear good arcs, and the 
driver's door mirror, now pro- 
vided, is a great improvement. 
The Estelle acquits itself quite 
well in our safety checks—items 
such as head restraints and a Tami- 
nated windscreen are still unusual 
in domestic family saloons. Seat- 
belts are the non-retracting sort 
that do their job well but tend to 
fall out of the doors or get 
trampled on; no factory-fitted 
inertia-reel option is available. 
The roof interior is not adequately 
padded, and the front seats have 
spiteful metal edges. 


Living together 
This latest generation of Skodas 
appears to be more workmanlike 
than its predecessors and most 
other Eastern bloc cars that we 
have sampled. 

The paintwork is thick and 
uniform: chrome plating looks to 
be of fair quality; and, although 
some of the dearer versions’ other 
brightwork is bound to give the 
rust-bug a chance to breed, the 
10SL was mostly free from this. 

Underneath, too, Skoda is work- 
ing along the right lines, with 
flexible, pvc-coated protection on 
the floorpans and wheelarches. 
Sadly, obscure areas are skimped. 

Standard items such as rear 


mudflaps and rubber over-riders 
are also impressive, and, in typical 


Eastern European fashion, a 
handy roll of tools is provided. 
One new problem is that the 
revised wheel specification makes 
it well-nigh impossible to shut the 
spare-wheel cradle—slung under 
the front of the car—after a wheel 
change. And, contrary to Skoda’s 
claim, you can drive off with the 
Estelle’s jaw hanging on the road. 
Skoda offers an unlimited- 
mileage warranty of 12 months’ 
duration, and most of the main 
mechanical components are 
covered for a further year. 
Most routine  servicing—due 
every 6000 miles—could be 
tackled by an _ enthusiastic 
amateur: -engine access is very 


good, with neat inspection plates 


check more-remote 
items. The interior trim seems 
particularly hard-wearing on the 
cheaper versions. The seats don’t 
collect hairs. 

Depreciation is steeper than on 
alternatives such as the Ford 
Popular or the Lada 1200, and it 
is the heaviest in this group com- 
parison, too. Future prospects 
depend largely on how effectively 
Skoda can rejuvenate the Estelle’s 
tarnished reputation. 

This also applies to its chances 
of more-favourable insurance 
terms, for some companies quote 
loadings on the model. 


inside to 


She’s no beauty queen, but the 


| Estelle looks a very comfortable 


‘see All measurements in inches 


kerbweight 173cwt 
overall length 13ft 73in 
overall width 5ft 221n 
overall height 4ft 7in 


and well-endowed proposition at 
its current asking-price. Indeed, 
for those who always prefer new 
to used and who want a proper 
four-door saloon, with decent 
seating and a boot, the Estelle 105L 
is about the cheapest there is. 

So far, her prospects have been 
sullied by those early, unforgivy- 
ably bad road manners; but these 
are thankfully a thing of the past. 
Yet, unlike the Fiat 126, and 
especially the Citroen Dyane, the 
car’s character seems devoid of 
any fun value. 

Motoring in the Estelle is like 
watching black-and-white _ tele- 
vision or eating soya meat: it 
probably does you as much good 
... but it’s not half as enjoyable. 


od. 


In the early days of motoring, 
when cars were the playthings of 
the rich and the aristocratic, the 
idea of using just one car for all 
reasons was unheard of. For tour- 
ing journeys, the wealthy auto- 
mobilist would enjoy the mixed 
blessings of an open car; in town, 
he would need a de Ville. 

Today, the town car is a very 
different proposition. It needs to 
be chic, but it also needs to be 
compact, nippy and economical. 
_ And the Fiat 126 de Ville justifies 
its prestigious title because it is 
all of this. 

The little car dates back to 1936, 


Fiat 126 deVille 


Price £1799 On the road £1925 | 


BETTER WITH THE DE VILLE WE KNOW? 


when the Italian company pro- 
duced the tiny 500cc Topolino— 
considered by the fashionable 
blades of the day to be a motoring 
joke. But thousands of miniature- 
minded motorists are still running 
round Europe in Fiat 500s and 
126s. Who has the last laugh now? 


How it goes 

As befits a bee-sized car, the baby 
Fiat has its sting in its tail—a 
652cc, twin-cylinder engine that 
bears more than a passing resem- 
blance to the heart of the Fiat 500. 
The 500 was never an easy car to 
start, and the 126 isn’t either. 


Liberal applications of the floor- 
mounted chokeseem to make little 
difference, and DRIVE’s testers had 
trouble, whether the engine was 
fully warmed or not. 

Even with the latest power unit, 
126 owners will never become 
victims of motorway police cars. 
The test vehicle managed a howIl- 
ing 6$8mph, flat out on the test 
track. And, if you can stand the 
din, flat-out is also cruising speed. 

Passing a SOmph lorry can be a 
work of art. But, in the city, a 
0-30mph time of 7.lsec won’t 
embarrass owners at the lights. 

A conventional four-on-the-floor 
gear change makes it easy to stir 
the little 126 into action, but Fiat 
still economises by omitting to put 
synchromesh on first gear. 

For all its problems, though, the 
126 was still the best town car in 
our bunch... . and who can com- 
plain about a town thirst of a 
gallon of 4-star every 42 miles— 
just Smpg less than DRIVE’s overall 
figure. 

Both handling, and roadholding 
are reminiscent of a go-kart, and 
there simply isn’t enough power 
to get into trouble. The tiny, well- 
padded steering wheel seems re- 
sponsive, its only bad manners 
being a marked reluctance to self- 
centre, leaving drivers to twitch it 
back on course after every bend. 

Rear-engine cars with swing- 
axles have, in the past, been noted 
for the treacherous way in which 
the engine can overtake the driver. 
But 126 owners are unlikely to 


suffer any heart-stopping mo- 
ments on that score: like any safe 
car should, the 126 runs gently 
wider as speed increases through 
a corner; a driver would have to 
be brutal, and on a wet road, to 
get the tail out of line. 

With such a short wheelbase, 
ride problems are legion. Over 
second-rate roads, the little car is 
always- fidgety; but it manages to 
tackle vicious bumps and ruts 
without the crash-bang that you 
might expect. 

Undulations taken at speed make 
the front end quiver like a fiddler’s- 
elbow, and drivers learn that at 
times they have to take it easy. 

It has taken BL till now to fit 
dual-circuit brakes on its Marina, 
so it’s nice to find this valuable 
‘feature on such a tiny creature as 
the 126. With the introduction of 
the de Ville, the 126 was fitted with 
bigger drum brakes all round—as 
used on the rear wheels of the 128 
—to adapt it more to the demands 
of motoring in town traffic. 

Despite all this ‘sophistication’, 
DRIVE’s best stop of 85°, didn’t 
impress the professional testers, 
especially when it was achieved 
at a pedal pressure of 80lb. It’s a 
problem that ought to be recog- 
nised by Fiat, especially as more 
than half of all 126 buyers aresaid 
to be women. 

A 40°, stop, using the handbrake 
only, is impressive, and the car 
sits happily on a |-in-3 hil with- 
out rolling. Fade becomes appa- 
rent only in really severe use; and 
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a soaking has no effect on brake 
efficiency. 


Inside story 

The interior—floor, doors, side 
panels, even the dashboard—is 
covered in pile carpeting in an 
attempt to soften to the essen- 
tially practical 126. Carpets re- 
duce noise intrusion, too, and the 

126 needs all the help it can get 
Ere > =: 

Straight ahead of the driver sits 
a speedometer in a. binnacle. 
Gear-change points are usefully 
marked on the speedo’s clock at 
19, 32 and 49mph; but, although 
there is an odometer, it has no 
tenths marked, and there is no trip 
recorder. 

A warning light lets you know 
when fuel is low, and others glow 
for main beam, oil pressure, no- 
charge and indicators. There is 
also an illuminated switch for the 
heated rear-screen—a welcome 
touch of luxury, compared with 
the Skoda and the Citroen; but 
why hasn’t Fiat completed the 
effect with an electricscreenwash? 

Other controls are operated by 
the three-column-stalk set-up 
now used on all Fiats. The 
horn is sensibly in the middle of 
the steering wheel, where 
strangers to the car tend to look 
first. A hand throttl—a choke- 
like gadget on the facia—can be 
used to drag the throttle pedal 
down to the floor and keep it there 

. which might be just the thing 
for a Rome-based 126, butit could 
lead to disaster in London. 

The little car’s pedal lay-out 
upset our professionals, and the 
angle of attack on the accelerator 
made one tester complain of an 
aching calf muscle. Pity, for the 
front seats are comfortable. 

Fiat has worked hard to find leg- 
room for everyone in the 126, and 
DRIVE’s test reveals how it has 
been done: we normally take rear 
legroom measurements by moving 
the driver’s seat back to allow 
39in of legroom and measuring 
what is left, but the best we could 
manage was 384in—just enough 
for Mr Average. So, if you must 
travel with more than two adults, 
it helps to be good friends! 

There is quite a bit of room for 
oddments, including useful bins 
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All measurements in inches 


kerbweight 12+cwt 
overall length 10ft 34in 
overall width 4ft 651n 
overall height 4ft 541n 


in the front doors—remember 
when these were a feature of the 
Mini?—a tray in front of the gear 
lever, and a shelf below the rear 
window. The boot—the hole atthe 
front end—will just about take a 
small suitcase and a few squashy 
bits and pieces. Sadly, the rear 
seat does not have the versatility 
of the Dyane’s or the Skoda’s. 
Fiat decided that the best place 


for the 126 heater’s master control 


was under the rear-seat cushion. 

(Where else?) Something has been 
done to improve comfort, but 
attempts to provide progressive 
heat control have .not been 
successful. 

You still have to suffer loud 
waffling noises that come in via 
the heater pipes, and—worse— 
the hot air is decidedly smelly. 

The continuous-flow fresh-air 
system does not flow continuously 
enough, unless it is given help by 
opening the quarterlights or by 
flapping open the ear-like rear 
windows. But complaints about 
the ventilation system are 
brushed aside in one easy move: 
open the easy-to-operate sunshine 
roof—while stationary—and you 
can have excellent wind-in-the- 
hair driving. 

With the rear engined 126, the 
answer to a crunch has to be metal 
beams inside the doors and under 
the floor, all of which adds weight. 
Protection against parking nudges 
consists of smart plastic bumpers 
and hefty, dodgem-like rubber 
side-strips; but they won’t help 
if the crunch is all-engulfing. 

The de Ville’s safety scoreboard 
is altogether a hit-and-miss affair, 
with, for example, energy-absorb- 
ing steering gear being countered 
by hinged but unanchored front 
seats that could easily tip the un- 
belted head-first through the non- 
laminated windscreen. There is 
no padding round the screen, 
either, but Fiat has made an honest 
effort to pad the rear-screen 
header-rail. 

DRIVE likes the fuel-tank siting 


_ and the filler cap, but we found 


the seatbelt mounts more trouble 
than they were worth, allowing 
the belts to twist. 


Living together 
Fiat has made great strides in the 


rust protection of its vehicles, and 
it’s comforting to see that this 
thinking stretches uniformly from 
the top to the bottom of its range. 
Underneath the 126 de Ville is a 
thick layer of pvc sealant that at 
least looks reassuring. We had to 
look very hard to find skimped 
areas. Criticism, therefore, is 
slight . . . but why not protect 
the painted sills with pvc, too? 
And surely, in this mechanised 
age, manufacturers could do 
something about unprotected 
wheelarch lips? 

DRIVE found some body panels 
with paint nibs in evidence, but 
the car’s appearance was generally 


pleasing. Thankfully, there is no ~ 


chrome anywhere on it. . 

If we said that the DIY man 
would find the Fiat much easier 
to work on than the Citroen, we 
wouldn't be saying. much. And 
there are annoyances—such as a 
fanbelt that has to be adjusted by 
laboriously removing spacers to 
take up slack. Access to most 
routine items is, however, sur- 
prisingly good, and drain-plugs 
are all easy to reach. 

The handbook is not much help, 
but you do get encouragement in 
the shape of two spanners, a 
double-ended screwdriver, a plug 
spanner and a wheelbrace. The 
side-screw pillar jack is not the 
easiest gadget in the world to use, 
though. 

Velour-cord-trimmed seats are 
reluctant to part company with 
dog hairs and such, but, with so 
little car to clean, keeping every- 
thing shining is an easy task for 
weekend washers. 

The 126 should,- on DRIVE’s 
figures, be the cheapest of the test 
trio to own in terms of loss of value 
and depreciation, and insurance is 
in the lowest Group 1—a pointer 
to low accident-repair costs. 


For sheer driving pleasure, the 
Fiat 126 de Ville gives you in town 
what a Dyane offers on the open 
road—a smile on your face, and 
the possibility of 50mpg motoring. 
In town, the ride and the noise 
level are acceptable, and you could 
park a pair of de Villes in the space 
of a Rolls-Royce. 

And buy a score of them for the 
Same money! 


FIAT 126 DE VILLE 


Rear engine: 652cc/2cyl, OHV (chain); 
one Weber single-venturi carb; 24bhp at 
4500rpm 

Rear drive: 4 gears; 13.9mph/1000rpm 
Suspension: front—ind upper wishbones 
and transverse leaf spring; rear—swing 
axles with coil springs, semi-trailing arms 
Steering: worm and roller, 3 turns/285ft 
circle; 4J wheels, 135SR 12 radials 
Brakes: drums all round 


Parts/repairs (inc VAT) 

clutch £29.52 (fitting 2.5hr) 

exhaust £12.35 (O.9hr) 

headlamp unit £9.84 (O.3hr) 

front bumper £19.55 (O.2hr) 
laminated windscreen £34.92 (O.8hr) 


points £0.63 (O.2hr) 


| major service 12,000miles (av 2.25hr) 


per year per mile 
Running costs £414 3.45p 
Loss of value £100 0.83p 
Total depreciation £399 O320 73 


Insurance group 1 


CITROEN DYANE 


Front engine: 6O2cc/2cyl, OHV (gears): 

one Solex twin-venturi carb; 32bhp at 
5750rpm 

Front drive: 4 gears; 13.2mph/1000rpm 
Suspension: front—indJeading arms 
interconnected to rear by horizontal coil 
springs, dampers; rear—ind by trailing arms 
Steering: rack and pinion, 3 turns/364ft 
circle; 4J wheels, 125SR 15 radials 

Brakes: inboard discs/drums 


Parts/repairs (inc VAT) 

clutch £29.07 (fitting 5.Ohr) 

exhaust £33.52 (2.5hr) 

headlamp unit £12.26 (O.55hr) 

front bumper £34.33 (O.55hr) 

laminated windscreen’ £25.69 (2.4hr)) “> ~ 


ail filter and points:£4.62 (1.85hr) 
‘ma or service 10,000 miles fav3.2hn) 


é per year’. per mile 
Running costs £454.58 3.78p- 
Lossofvalue = £143 1119p 
Total depreciation £487 406p 


Insurance group ] 


-SKODA ESTELLE 105L PLUS - 


Rear engine: 1046cc/4cyl, OHV (chain); 
one twin-venturi carb, 46bhp at 4800rpm 
Rear drive: 4 gears; 17.6mph/1000rpm 
Suspension: front—ind coil Springs, 
wishbones, anti-roll bar; rear—ind swing = ~ 
axles, coil springs 

Steering: worm and nut, 3 turns/344ft. 
circle; 53J alloy wheels, 165SR 13 radials 
Brakes: servoed discs front/drums rear 


Parts/repairs (inc VAT) 

clutch £28.36 (fitting 3.7hr) 

exhaust £15.69 {O.9hr) 

headlamp unit £12.50 (O.4hr) 

front bumper (2 sections) £24.30 (O.4hr) 
laminated windscreen £44.20 (1.2hr) 


oil filter and points £1.74 (0 4hr) 
major service 6000 miles (3.5hr) — ~ 


per year per mile 
Running costs £562 4 68p 
Loss of value £147 1230 
Total depreciation £536 4 46p 
Insurance group 3 (see text) 


THE RIVALS CLOCK IN 


BL Mini 850 

Ford Popular 1100 
Polski 1500 
Renault 4 

Datsun F112 drL 


PERFORMANCE 


The T2:Oxt2 1.3. 37-2 


3 O 5 6 
Acceleration through gears from rest (sec) 


Maximum speeds 


in gears 
max engine speed 


used 5200rpm; : 
max In top 4900rpm; 
standing zmile 
24 7sec 


90 


80 


BRAKES—pedal pressures and responses 


Handbrake 40% | | 
; ae. x" 


10.420. 30~ 40- -60°--60° 70° 80 90.100 


% efficiency (ideal car's braking performance falls 
within central zone—above, too heavy, below, too light) 
Fade test pedal pressure needed for 75% stop 


- (ideal car would show no variation) 


63lb at start; 63lb in constant use; 86lb in severe use 
Watersplash immediate recovery 


PERFORMANCE 


6.7 11.3 16.8 26.9 


30m 146 760s ~60 
Acceleration through gears from rest (sec) 


| 18.5 | 
iO. — 


Top-gear acceleration (sec) 


3 


Maximum speeds 
in gears 


max engine speed 
used 6500rpm; 

max in top 5600rpm: 
standing tmile 
23./7sec 


BRAKES—pedal pressures and responses 
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10 20 30 40 50 60 70 80 90100 


% efficiency (ideal car's braking performance falls 
within central zone—above, too heavy, below, too light) 
Fade test pedal pressure needed for 75% stop 

(ideal car would show no variation) 

72\b at start; 72Ib in constant use; 9Olb in severe use 
Watersplash 105lb at first, 7 stops to recover 


FUEL 4-star/97 octane min 
overall consumption 47mpg 
effective tank range 180 miles/4gal 


Normal range of consumption 
short journey, suburban 42mpg 


hard driving, heavy traffic 43mpg 


motorway—/7Omph cruising 43mpq 


mixed roads—brisk, 50mph cruisine 481+mpc 


quiet rural—40mph cruising 644 mpg 
Consumption at steady speeds 

30mph 7O5mMpg 
56mph 44+mpg 
7Omph 43mpg 
max mph 345mpg 


SAFETY CHECKS 


steering: energy 


hazard warning: fitted? No 


absorbing? Yes interior: well padded? No 

front seats: secure w/screen: laminated? No 
mounts? No doors: crashproof? Yes 

head restraint? No childproof? Yes 

front belts: effective? Yes petrol: spillproof? Yes 
convenient? No brakes: failsafe? Yes 

rear belts: fitted? No load sensitive? No 


FUEL 3/4-star/96 octane min 
overall consumption 47mpg 
effective tank range 200 miles/43gal 


Normal range of consumption 

hard driving, heavy traffic 39-mpg 
short journey, suburban 41mpg 
motorway—62mph cruisin¢ 433mpg 
mixed roads—brisk, 50mph cruising 49mph 
quiet rural—40mph cruising 55mpaq 
Consumption at steady speeds 

30mph 72mpq 
56mph 5 impg 
7Omph 434mpg 
max mph 313mpg 


SAFETY CHECKS 


steering: energy 
absorbing? 
front seats: Secure 
mounts? 
head restraint? 
front belts: effective ? 
convenient? 
rear belts: fitted? 


Yes 


Yes 
No 
Yes 
Yes 
No 


hazard warning: fitted? Yes 
interior’ well padded? No 
w/screen: laminated? No 
doors: crashproof? No 

childproof? No 
petrol: spillproof? No 
brakes: failsafe? Yes 

load sensitive? No 


PERFORMANCE 


6-1-5 Vis) fora 22.4 -26.3 


30 40 50 60 70 


Acceleration through gears from rest (sec) 


90 


BRAKES—pedal pressures and responses 


SPAR weak r ere: 
Handbrake 45 vs 
maximum a sa Best stop mes 
Tins | | | | 

| ae et | / 

sale 


: | Ib pedal effort (100!b is 


FUEL 3-star/94 octane min 
overall consumption 34mpg 


effective tank range 240 miles/7gal 


Normal range of consumption 


short journey, suburban 


hard driving, heavy. traffic 


mixed roads—brisk, 50m 


motorway—/Omph cruisinc 


quiet rural—40Omph cruising 


27mpqg 


ph cruising 323mpq 


Consumption at steady speeds 


30mph 53mpg 
56mph 40mpg 


7Omph 


324mpqG 


max mph 252mpg 


SAFETY CHECKS 


0 20 : 30 AG’ S50 "560-70 2 80 290.700 steering: energy hazard warning: fitted? Yes 
Maximum speeds i absorbing? No — interior: well padded? No 
BEHeATS %-efficiency (ideal car's braking performance falls front seats: secure wrscreen laminated ¢ Yes 
max engine speed within central zone—above, too heavy, below, too light) mounts ¢ Ye doors: « rashproor? Yes 
used 5600rpm, —_ Fade test pedal pressure needed for 75% stop head restraint? Yes childproof Yes 
max in top 4900rpm; (ideal car would show no variation) front belts: effective? Yes petrol: spillproof No 
standing 1mile A7\b at start: 53lb in constant use: 57Ib in severe use convenient? No brakes: failsafe Ye 
22.8sec Watersplash 65lb ai first, 7 stops to recover rear belts: fitted? No load sensitive? No 
FUEL MAXIMUM 30—-50MPH OVERALL MAXIMUM TYPICAL STEERING 
CAPACITY OVERALL SPEED O-60MPH_ INTOP BESTSTOP LENGTH LEGROOM LEGROOM - TURNS/ 
PRICE (£) (CC) (MPG) (MPH) (SEC) (SEC) (% g/Ib) (FT/IN) FRONT(IN) REAR (IN) CIRCLE (FT) 
2091 848 41 ZS 26.1 14.4 97/70 10/04" 394 344 24/30 
2203 1098 ao Mel AAG: 19.0 94/80 1SfO3" 39 38 4/304 
Bt 136 1481 292 91 Moral 12.0 96/80 13° 105-2 382 40 34/394 
2120 845 39 74 26.4 15.8 98/60 yam 40; 343 33/32 
=’. 2190. 988 384 83 20.4 17O 92/70 12°61" 331 35 31/391 
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permanent 
answer fo 
car thieves 


Each day an ever increasing number of vehicles are stolen, 
re-sprayed, re-registered and sold. 


Yet you could deter would-be thieves once and for all with 
AUTOMARK Window Etchings: a permanent record of 
your vehicle’s registration number, etched into the corner of 
each window. Replacement of all glass is an expensive and 
lengthy job — a most powerful deterrent to theft. 


How does it work ? Just moisten the custom-made, chemi- 
cally impregnated AUTOMARK transfers: apply to each window 
and leave for 3 minutes. Tiny, neat; no mess, no fuss, no special 
tools or skill required — it couldn't be simpler. 


For your own peace of mind, send for AUTOMARK. 


CAT ioy 


£2:715 


per set of six 
self-etching trans- 
fers (inc. p & p). 


Automark 


DEPT D7 ETCHING TRANSFER COMPANY LTD 
6 Foamcourt Wave Ferring West Sussex BN12 5RD 
Tel. (0903) 44642 


Fully patented. Trade enquiries invited. 
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Dept D7 
g Name 
Address 


Vehicle Registration — please print clearly in block capitals 


1st Vehicle 4 


Friend's or 
2nd Vehicle 


(extra £2.75) 
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to merit 


«.. The Everyman day 
“> for the £2000 
tiddlers was also 
the last for 
regular panellist 
David Everest. 
Veteran of 10 

ss test days, he was 
now too ‘professional’ 


the amateur status of a DRIVE Everyman! On the other 


hand, it was the debut of Wimbledon, London, housewife Sheila 
McGowan, 25, a Mini Clubman estate driver and mother of two. 
With regulars Denise Bewsy and Roy Kidman, they set to work on 
the Citroen, Skoda and Fiat—and plumped for the petit Frenchman 


CUTR GEN DVAN © Bee Saeae area an 


If the panel had seen the group in 
a showroom, the Citroen would 
have been an also-ran. But, over 
DRIVE’s 30-mile Everyman test 
route, they discovered that you 
can’t always believe your eyes... 
‘I love the roly-poly suspension,’ 
said David, ‘and I was impressed 
by the comfort and _ five-door 
practicality. The performance is 
worse than useless, top gear is 
very obstructive, and everything 
is plasticky and flimsy; yet it still 
seems as if this is the car that will 
get there in the end.’ 

Sheila was rather bemused by 
the odd gear change: ‘Getting 
used to it really was hard—I’d 
seen nothing like it before! But 


the space is great for shopping, 
and I didn’t think it was noisy— 
my Mini makes such a din.’ 

‘It’s a fun car,’ said Denise. “You 
could take it anywhere. I had fun 
with the gear lever to start with, 
but in the end it seemed quite 
logical. Not so the handbrake—it 
was too far away.’ 

‘The steering is heavy for sucha 
small car,’ said Roy. ‘Being short, 
I couldn’t see the speedo—but I 
didn’t need to: I could hear how 
fast I was going!’ 

‘They obviously loved it,’ said 
DRIVE professional tester Richard 
Taylor. ‘I wonder, though, what 
they'd have thought of it if they’d 
had to change the distributor?” 


SKODA ESTELLE Se esa ae ae ere 


All but Sheila McGowan voted 
the Skoda into second place— 
Sheila made it third. ‘I had trouble 
driving it at all. I couldn’t get the 
right gears, I couldn’t make any 
sense of the steering; it was all 
very worrying. After this one, I 
just wanted to go home. It is 
good-looking, in a way, but I 
wouldn't ever have one.’ 

‘The gear lever felt as if it were 
mounted in a pile of jelly,’ said 
Denise. ‘And I had to sit sideways 
to reach the pedals. It was the 
best of the three for performance, 
but I noticed that the oil-pressure 
gauge was reading rather high...” 

‘It is good-looking,’ said Roy. 
‘Better than the other two. But its 


steering is the worst I’ve encoun- 
tered. The seat backs are too hard, 
and the static belts were difficult 
to adjust; but the roadholding 
seemed good, and it does have a 
lot of room inside.’ 

‘It is the worst car I have ever 
driven, said David. “The only 
thing that made it preferable to 
the Fiat was its roominess. If this 
is the improved version, what was 
the earlier model like?’ 

‘The panel is being a bit hard,’ 
said Richard. ‘The gear change 
is a_ struggle, the steering is 
heavy, but this is a lot of car for 
little money. Denise’s ‘high oil- 
pressure’, by the way, was normal 
water-temperature...” 


FIAT 126 DE VL LE aaa 


Fiat’s offering was just too small 
for everyone—‘a motorised shop- 
ping basket,’ said Roy. ‘And the 
ride is very rough. The gear lever 
is nearly as big as the car, and my 
left foot kept getting caught under 
the clutch. The seats were all 
right, though.’ 

‘Its a crying shame it isn’t 
bigger,’ said David, ‘for it could 
be quite a good car. It’s super to 
drive, but I can’t see where it 
would fit into a family, even as a 
third car. The ride is terrible—it 
really jumps about—and it’s 
noisy; but so are all these cars. If 
it just had more space...” 

‘One of the worst cars I have 
ever driven, said Denise emphatic- 


ally. ‘I hate small cars. Even the 
seats in this one are small... but 
perhaps that’s more a comment 
on me. The brake and clutch 
pedals are too close together, and 
the angle of them gave me cramp 
in my left leg. I liked the steering 
and the gearbox, but I wouldn’t 
want the car as a present.’ 

‘Just too small,’ said Sheila. ‘I 
couldn’t put my children in the 
back, let alone the dog, too. But 
if it was just’ that little bit bigger, 
I'd have no complaints.’ 

‘They’re missing Fiat’s point,’ 
said Richard. ‘This isn’t a family 
car—it’s an urban two-seater. 
Maybe there just isn’t a market . 
for this kind of car these days...’ 


MY KIND OF PLACE 
Hospitality 
sweet 


AFTER 30 YEARS’ eating out in the 
line of duty, my kind of place is 
where they don’t 
—fix the charges to attract a 
‘higher class’ of patronage 
—make the decor derivative of 
every current in-place 
—dress the staff in ridiculous 
uniforms in the mistaken belief 
that it adds ‘atmosphere’ 
—treat the customers with barely- 
concealed distaste. 

On the other hand, my kind of 
place most definitely is 
—where the food is well-cooked 


and is reasonably priced as well. 
—where the decor is unpreten- 
tious, functional, immaculately 
clean 

—where the service is friendly, 
helpful, welcoming 

—where the menu has been 
chosen with the limitations of the 
cook in mind, rather than the 
expectations of a largely philistine 
clientele! 

The other day I atein a restaurant 
that I can only describe as un- 
speakable. It committed the cardi- 
nal sin of listing some of the most 
refined dishes from the best restau- 
rants in London, yet preparing 
them with neither the knowhow 
nor the skill to approximate to any 
acceptable standards of cuisine. 

The prices were astronomical, 
and there was an unjustifiably 
high, and obligatory, service 
charge... yet the place was full. 

I wondered why, and studied the 
people tucking in, and came tothe 
conclusion that they belonged to 
that exclusive set who eat on other 
people’s money. 

It was that horror-of-horrors— 
an expense-account rip-off joint, 
feeding off the ignorance and the 


indifference of those with jaded 
palates and no appreciation of 
value for money. 

The sort of place where, for in- 
stance, they serve lemon sole in 
place of the more-expensive 
Dover sole, confident that the 
customers won’t know the dif- 
ference; where they try to get away 
with all kinds of tricks to disguise 
an inferior cellar stock. 

At any restaurant, a welcoming 
smile at the door is agood sign; an 
attempt made to guide the guest 
through the menu is another. Look 
for service that aims to please. If 
the staff doesn’t appear to enjoy 
the job, they shouldn’t be in it. 

The bill, of course, must be 
correctly totalled and itemised in 
legible detail. And, if there is a 
service charge, it should be in 
keeping with what you would 
have left as a tip. 

If ever you stray into a strange 
place where none of these things 
is satisfactory—don'’t go back. 

In the end, if enough customers 
stay away, a restaurant proprietor 
will mend his ways or go out of 
business. And nobody should 
weep over his going. 


* Bubb’s 
329 Central Market 
London, EC1 (tel 01-236 2435) 
Almost aggressively downgraded, 
with bare floorboards and 
maroon-painted walls, this is an 
excellent example of a restaurant 
that concentrates on food. Mr and 
Mrs Bubb (Yes, they do exist!) 
take advantage of their proximity 
to Smithfield and Billingsgate 
Markets to buy the finest meat 
and fish and prepare it with skill. 
Dinner for two, £15; wine extra. 
* 15th Century 
42 High St, Billingshurst 
W Sussex (tel 2652) 
Owned and run by an Austrian, 
who supervises the kitchen while 
his wife runs the restaurant, this 
is, as the name suggests, a white- 
painted, half-timbered cottage 
with true period atmosphere. 
Excellent value, though not cheap 
for a country restaurant. Dinner 
for two, about £17, with wine. 
GEOFFREY LERWAY 
Geoffrey Lerway is the AA’s new chief 
hotels inspector, succeeding former 
DRIVE columnist Robin Wills, who has 
gone off to run the AA’s luxury holiday 
village in Scotland’s Spey Valley. 
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TODAY, as the lights go out all over 1978, we promise to 
make your New Year lighter, brighter and a whole lot 
happier, January through December, with DRIVE. It’s 
our proud boast that DRIVE is the wholly different motor- 
ing magazine. And, in 1979, we aim to prove it—once 
again—quite simply by meeting your everyday-motoring 
_ needs with all the facts and figures, advice and information 
that, via the AA, we are uniquely equipped to provide. 
From our tough-talking car tests, exclusive Index of 
- Motoring Costs and widely-reported investigative features 
to our Q&A clinic, used-car price guide and advice- 
columns on everything from holidays and hotels to motor 
sport and motor mechanics (plus those Special Offers) Ci 
we honestly believe that DRIVE is essential reading in every 
motoring household. Ensure its presence in yours, 
throughout 1979. Complete and send us the coupon right, 
FREEPOST. And we'll light fires under the rest... 
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| year’s subscription—SIX issues at the special reduced rate of £2.25 


Do not use this form for subscri ption renewal; 
you will receive a separate invitation 


Name 
(BLOCK CAPITALS, PLEASE) 
Address 


I 

| 

1 

i 

! 

| 

| 

I 

I 

| 

| 

: | 

1 | want to subscribe to DRIVE. | enclose my remittance : 
I for £2.25/Please invoice mets °° (delete whichever is inapplicable) i 
| You need send no money: : 
| 
| Signature ___ ____Date 
I 

| 

| 

! 

I 

| 

| 

! 

i 

| 

] 


be tie ee | 


Send in an unstamped envelope to: 


| am more than 18 years old 


I 

I 

1 AA Membership Number 
(if any) 
| 
| 
! 
! 


BLOCK CAPITALS 
surname 


About yourself initias 


FOR OFFICE 
USE ONLY 


Daytime 
Telephone No vsskcccs.25.50o tees secs Post Code 


Membership No. (or write non-member) 


When would you like cover to commence? 


On that date (a) How old will you be? yrs 


7 
(b) How long will you have been resident in the UK? Cael yrs 
(c) How long will you have held a full UK driving licence? pee | 


(d) How many years No Claim Discount will you have 
earned in your own right? 


Name of your present Insurance Company ...................2..0.. : 


About your car 


Make and model of car including details of modifications 0.0.0.0... 0. ccccccsee. 


cia 


Engine'Ce 3.s.0c-:.-. ... Year of manufacture 19 | ] Value £ ee 


When do you use your car? * Please delete the word 


In addition to private use, will the car be used for. that doesnot apply 


(a) Driving to work on three or more days a week? YES NO* 
If yes, name city, town or suburb where YOU WOTK -........cc.c0+c0cceeseeseeseesececesees Pe’ 
Is your place of work more than 10 miles from your home? YES, NO 


(b) Business use by yourself only? 
(c) Business use by any other person? 


(d) Commercial travelling? 


(e) What is your estimated annual mileage? ooo... csc ceccccesesceeseeeceeee miles 
Have you or any other person who will drive this car 
(a) Been convicted of any driving offence other than parking? —_ YES/NO° 
(b) Been involved in any accident in the last five years? YES/NO* 
(c) Suffer from any physical disability or infirmity 
e.g. heart disease etc? YES/NO’ 


If you have answered yes to ‘a; ‘b’ or ‘c’ please give details on 
separate sheet. 
Please indicate (.~ ) who will drive the vehicle: 
(a) Yourself only 
(b) Yourself and wife/husband only ‘a 


(c) Yourself and one named driver only 


(d) Any licensed driver 


In the case of (b) and (c) please give details of other driver Ea 
or in the case of (d) details of youngest known driver. Age 


Length full UK Driving Licence held? oo... cccccccccccessesesseeseseeseeeees years 
What cover do you want? 


Please tick the type of cover you require: 


Comprehensive Fs Third Party Fire & Theft a Third Party Only el ea 
Do you wish to reduce the premium by bearing up to £25, YES NO° 


£35 or £50 of the cost of any damage to your car? 
LI] Travel 


If yes, please write your choice here £ 
Registered Office: Fanum House Basingstoke Hants RG 21 2EA Regd. No. 912191 England 

L] Life cover for family man or woman 
L] Retirement plan for self-employed 


L] Motorsure — Extended Warranty Insurance 


Please send details of the other special AA policies | have ticked: 

LJ] Homesure LI Leisu replan for caravan, camping etc. 

L] Regular savings plan 

CL] Mortgage protection 
Income in ill-health 


Just fill in and snip 
out this checklist — then post 
it free, in an unstamped envelope 
addressed to: 
AA Insurance Services Ltd, 
FREEPOST, Newcastle on Tyne, 
NEE99 2RP. 


Or take it to your 
nearest AA office. 


| Let us give 
your motor 
insurance 
| a cost/cover 


Check up. 
It’s a free 
Service! 


It's So easy to make a mistake when arranging your 
motor insurance. Trying to balance the best cover 
against the hefty premiums you have to pay today, you 
can make the wrong decision without even knowing it 
— until it’s too late. The AA want you to be sure you 
have the best-value policy for your own needs, and we 
do this free. 
The time to check your existing policy is now. Don’t 
wait until you need it. The way to check is simple — just 
fill in the form on the left and free-post it back to the AA. 


Remember too, you may be 
eligible for these special 
| discounts... 


If only you and your wife are driving the car, we can 

Save you up to 20%. 

If you are over 51, you can obtain at least a 10% discount. 
If your car is over 6 years old you can geta further 10% 


discount. 

If you are willing to bear the first £25, £35 or even £50 of 
any damage bill, we can save you up to 20%. 

We can also get you substantial discounts for certain 
occupations. You can even pay your premiums by easy 


instalments if you wish. 


Get details of other 


extra-value AA policies too 


| AA Insurance Services offer members a free broking 

service for all policies. Motorsure for example — 2 year 
warranty cover for your car repair bills. Cover for your 
house and contents too, your leisuretime activities, or 

| holiday and business travel. We also have low-cost life 
assurance and high-return regular savings policies on 
special terms. For details, tick the appropriate box on 

the checklist left, before you send it off. 
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- Vespa P200E 
-Scootering has so little in com- 


Price £489 


mon with motorcycling that few 
enthusiasts are prepared to take 


it seriously. Yet the Vespa P200E 
proved, in our tests, superior to 
- a conventional motorcycle in any 


number of ways. 

At low speeds it purrs along like 
a cream-filled cat, barely audible 
to the rider. On the open road, 


what little exhaust noise there is 


fades away altogether. And 


: partnering this delightful charac- 


_ maintenance tasks 


4 plug adjustment. 


s appear 


teristic is a lack of vibration that 
suggests the power source isn’t on 


board atall. | 

Starting is quick and easy, and 
the machine’s demeanour in 
heavy traffic is gentle and wholly 
civilised. So wide is the power 
spread of the engine, for instance, 
that acceleration in top gear is 
sweet arid strong from as low as 
10mph. And it can be balanced, 


; feet-up, like a trials machine. 


But nothing is perfect, of course, 
and the P200E shares the tradi- 
tional faults of most scooters. The 
front brake is weak, and lacks 
vital ‘feel’, while the rear is useful 


in all but hard emergency stops, 


when it proves to be too powerful. 
Strangely, while higher speeds 
feel secure, SOmph cruising, 


especially in a gusty down-wind, 


or when following in the wake of 
another vehicle, makes the scooter 
wobble lightly. In fact, this proved 


on test to be no more than a harm- 


less idiosyncrasy, for, however 
the P200E wavered, its wheels 
remained firmly in line. 
These are the only real faults. In 
all other respects, the machine 
excels. Although obviously 
designed as a town vehicle—on 
which roads it returns between 
53mpg and 7Ompg—it quickly 


adapts to the role of super little 


inter-city express. 

On long rides, the P200E pro- 
vides an unusually comfortable 
and undemanding ride. Its two- 
stroke engine is probably unique 
among its type, producing a deep 
and well-modulated exhaust note 


instead of the usual rasping fussi- 


ness; and, when cruised at full 
throttle for long periods, it dis- 
plays not the slightest hint of 


stress. The only disappointment is 


a cruising range of little more 
than 100 miles from a 1.76gal 
(including tgal reserve) fuel tank. 
Lubrication is by old-fashioned 
petroil mix at a 50-to-1 ratio. 
With the power unit over the off- 
side of the rear wheel, all routine 
are simple 
enough, although electronic 


' ignition (which contributes valu- 


ably to the faultless low-speed 


; engine performance) helps to 
_ reduce the chores to little more 


than occasional control cable and 

Sadly, the British importers 
to have taken the 
simplicity theme to extremes, and 


5 are selling the model without a 


4 


. 


The result is a lighting 
without parking lamps, 
main beam that extin- 
guishes at an accidental engine 
stall. The lack of a rearview 
mirror and a decent horn are 
other serious oversights. 

Thanks to car-type, pressed- 
steel body construction that 
stylishly covers the mechanics, it 
is not only simple to wash the 
Vespa (10—l5min), but it also 
keeps itself and its rider clean and 
reasonably dry in wet weather. 
There is a useful shopping-bag 
hook under the nose of the dual 
seat, and an even more useful 
light-luggage locker on the leg- 
shield. At the other end of the 
Vespa, on the nearside and hidden 
under the sprung-hook-fastened 
blister, is the spare wheel—suit- 
able for front or rear, of course, 
and changed in a very similar 
manner to a car wheel. 


battery. 
system 
and a 


The Vespa may have changed ~ 


little in concept or shape since 
1947, but it is still the closest 
thing to a two-wheeled city car. 


Kawasaki Z200-A1l Price £579 
Kawasaki has long been famous 
as a maker of exotic sportsters, 
especially two-strokes. But times 
are a-changing, and as the super- 
bike power-game approaches its 
climax, Kawasaki is beginning to 
treat the down-to-earth, light- 
weight commuter-machine 
market with respect. And one of 
the best lightweight all-rounders 
to come from any manufacturer 
is Kawasaki's Z200. 

This four-stroke single is very 
much a scaled-down big bike, 
reminiscent of the old heavy- 
weight ‘thumpers’ turned out by 
the now-defunct British industry. 

In all major respects, the Z200 
appears to be robustly built, 
giving an impression of durability. 
Although simple in construction, 
its performance is impressive and 
its detail finish is thoughtful—and 
no less sophisticated than any 
expensive, large-capacity machine. 

Unlike most Japanese bikes, 
Kawasakis require a long running- 
in period. DRIVE’s test model was 
brand-new. 

One key fitted the ignition, steer- 
ing, fuel tank filler cap and hinged 
seat lock (which incorporates a 


MOTORCYCLE TESTS 


helmet lock). An electric starter 
is backed up by a big 12v/10ah 
battery and a powerful generator. 
Compared to the Vespa, the entire 
electrical system is magnificent— 
except, unhappily, for the 35w 


headlamp, which is barely 
adequate for 55mph cruising. 
Starting, whether by foot or 
electric, is quick and _ easy, 
although requiring deft use of the 
choke early in the morning. 


In daytime cruising, DRIVE 


testers found that speeds in the 


60-65mph bracket were best. 
These kept the engine spinning 
at around 7000rpm—still some 
way from the 9000rpm limit, but 
smack on the fattest part of the 
power curve. 

On average, the 1.75gal pre- 
reserve (4+gal) capacity of the tank 
made refuelling necessary only 
over 150 miles or so during our 
test period. A careful private 
owner should enjoy 100mpg. 

The degree of comfort afforded 
by this little ‘big’ bike is quite 
extraordinary. The handlebars 
have a generous curve; the tank 
is fat enough to grip comfortably; 
the seat is large enough to move 
around on, and to carry apillion 
rider with ease; and the suspen- 
sion is close to luxurious. Firmer 
springs and damping might elimi- 
nate the slight wallowing that can 
be induced by high-speed corner- 
ing over poor road surfaces, but 
probably only by impairing the 
overall pleasant feel. 

Braking is excellent, 
there is a lag in the operation of 
the front unit during wet weather 
while the disc is wiped clean of 
water film by the clamping pads. 
The rear drum brake makes up 
for this at low speeds. 

Regular maintenance is 
restricted to a 3000-mile oil 
change and occasional control 
cable, battery, chain and contact- 
breaker checks: air and oil filters 
require changing every 6000 miles. 
All this can be accomplished 
simply using the 13-piece toolkit 
and useful owner’s handbook. 
The Z200 is not a sports machine. 
It is a lightweight of quality that 
should appeal strongly to anyone 
with a yen to try bikes again, or to 
a youngster with sense enough to 
want more than a high top speed. 


HOW THEY VESPA KAWASAKI 
MEASURE UP P200E Z200-A1 
Engine Fan-cooled, disc-valve, Air-cooled, single ohc, 
2-stroke single 4-stroke single 
output not available 18bhp/8000rpm 
Transmission 4-speed 5-speed 
gear-drive exposed chain 
Kerbweight | 260!b 300Ib 
seat height 31in 31tin 
max width 27+4in (handlebars) 27+1n (handlebars) 
max length 69zin 78in 
Fuel tank 1.76gal/100 miles 2gal/155 miles 
Mpg—overal! re 89 
quiet use 97 98 
suburban use 81 91 
brisk use 66 80 
hard use $3 64 
Performance —max 61 Smph 72-5mph 
O—50mph 14sec 9 6sec 
30-50 (top) 14. isec 10.6sec 
Warranty 6 months/5000 miles 6 months/unlimited miles 


parts and labour (negotiable) 


parts and labour 


though 


Details of your 1979 summer 

break are all in TRAIL—sister- 
title to DRIVE—for campers, 
caravanners and all who love the 
great outdoors. There’s an issue 
on the bookstalls now, and the 
next, summer sun-filled number 
appears on 25 January .. . com- 
plete with a FREE full-size site 
map of Gt Britain. Don’t miss it! 
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we 


catch acold 
this Winter 


Cars can catch cold too, in Winter. Frosted 
windscreens, condensation, chilly steering wheel 
and seats. 

And cold air blasting from the ‘heater’ ... 

It’s enough to send you back to bed! 

Fortunately, it need not last long. All is 
resolved when the car’s engine warms up - and 
that’s where a Waxstat can help. 

A genuine Waxstat thermostat, fitted to your 
engine, gives your car arapid warm-up. Heaters 
work sooner and blow hotter air; driving quickly 
becomes comfortable. And, because visibility 
clears earlier, motoring safety can be improved. 

Furthermore, rapid attainment of optimum 
engine temperature actually saves you fuel. 

Fitting anew Waxstat thermostat is easy, 
usually being accomplished in about 20 minutes 
without special tools. The Waxstat range is 
available from your garage or accessory shop. 
Treat yourself (and your car) to one today! 


Warm up quickly this Winter 
with a genuine WAXSTAT* 


Waxstat is the name of the engine thermostat 
used as original equipment on over 90% of 
British cars. 


Western Thomson 
Controls Ltd 


Millfield Industrial Estate Chard Somerset 
Telephone Chard (04606) 5101 


Any problems? Whether 
they are technical, insurance 
or legal, DRIVE’s experts can 
help. Write to: Clinic, AA, 
Fanum House, Basingstoke, 
Hampshire 


Spray no more 

My 1973 Ford Cortina has been 
well looked-after, but rust has set 
in, despite my efforts with many 
of the ‘best’ anti-rust treatments. 
As I intend to keep the car for a 
reasonable period, I have not yet 
given up hope of warding off the 
corrosion and I am considering 
trying one of the DIY rustproofing 
kits on sale. I have heard, how- 
ever, that rustproofing over rust— 
which must exist in areas such as 
the box sections—can accelerate 
rather than prevent corrosion. 
Would I be wasting money?— 
C WSTEVENS, REDCAR 

Provided conditions are favourable, 
proprietary DIY treatments can be 
satisfactory. However, there are 
problems in DIY rustproofing, 
such as the difficulty of thorough 
cleaning prior to application; know- 
ing where to drill and where to spray 


for complete coverage; and the 


problem in checking whether closed 
sections have received enough 
coverage. 

No DIY treatment, in our opinion, 
is likely to prevent further corrosion 
on a six-year-old Cortina. In fact, 
we don’t recommend rustproofing 
cars of this age. Even if all the 
underside and closed sections 
could be coated, rust could still 
progress from pinholes or other 
points where the paintwork has 
been penetrated. And if closed 
sections are not covered completely, 
then, as you say, corrosion will be 
accelerated where treated and 
untreated surfaces meet. 

Sorry, but while such treatments 
may be good for your soul, they 
won't do much for your Cortina. 


Pole fault 

Told that my Morris 1000's 
dynamo had burnt out, ! fitted 
another bought from a scrapyard. 
I thought all was well, since the 
ignition warning light in the facia 
came on and went off as it should. 
But, after driving the car for only 
a day, | found that my fully- 
charged battery had gone flat. 

I got the car to a garage which 
fitted a new dynamo and control 
box. A mechanic told me that the 
dynamo I had fitted was of the 
wrong polarity. How can this be 
so? Surely a dynamo will charge 
no matter what?—J KIRKPATRICK, 
WHITE WALTHAM 
A dynamo produces electricity by 


Aworld of difference 
at economy prices. 


We offer self-catering holidays in comfort- 
ably furnished caravans accommodating 
between 2 and 6 people. The sites, which are 
in delightful surroundings in the South of 


France and Italian Riviera, have all the modern 
amenities you’d expect and some even have 


swimming pools. 


Prices are from £47 per person for 2 weeks 
and include ferry car/passenger fares and 
holiday insurance, full details of which can be 
found in our new 1979 brochure available on 


request from:- 


8 Barclay Road, Croydon, Surrey CRO UN. 


oo BB, 
s % 


Telephone (Ol) 681 2184 sro. 
A Holiday Villas Company 


its armature turning in a magnetic 
field as the car moves. The same 
dynamo can be used in either a 
positive- or negative-earthed car, 
provided the north and south poles 
of the field magnets in the dynamo 
case are arranged to suit. 

Because. the dynamo. that you 
fitted was not correctly polarised, 
it produced current in the opposite 
polarity to the battery as soon as 
the engine was started. And, 
when the cut-out points in the con- 
trol box closed, a short-circuit 
welded the points together. 

When you stopped the engine, 
the cut-out points could not open 
as they should, and the battery 
went flat as its current drained 
through the dynamo windings, in 
turn damaging these _ beyond 
possible repair. 


Tight spots 
I recently parked my Ford Cor- 
tina under some trees from which 
birds—big ones, by the look of it 
—carried out target practice. So 
hard have their droppings set on 
the car roof that I just can’t find 
any way to shift them. 

I'm afraid to try anything too 
drastic for fear of damaging the 
paintwork. Is there any solvent 
available that will do the trick?— 
L MURRAY, ALTON 
Two paint manufacturers admit 
that this is an awkward problem. 
They are both adamant in saying 
that you should not use solvents, 


as these are likely to bleach the 
paint. They suggest, instead, that 
you use plenty of hot, soapy water 
and a lot of patience. 

Don't rub so hard that you scratch 
the surface. If necessary, build a 
wall of modelling clay round the 
affected areas, fill them with water 
and let the deposits soak and 
soften; then keep washing until 
they disappear. If (as is quite 
likely) the droppings have marked 
the paintwork, polish with a fine 
compound such as Bluebell or Silvo. 


Hush money 

While I was turning into a 
station, a van started up and 
reversed into my car. The driver 
was very apologetic, accepted full 
responsibility, and gave me his 
name and address and van 
registration number. I said that 
I would write to him as soon as I 
had obtained estimates for the 
repairs. This I did, and promptly 
sent him the one I thought most 
reasonable—£35.56. 

After three weeks, and no reply, 
I sent a further letter by recorded- 
delivery, stating that, if I did not 
hear anything within a given 
time, I would be obliged to take 
more formal action. Still nothing. 

What should be my next move? 
—MRS M MORGAN, HAMPSTEAD 


It is, of course, late in the day for | 


you, but, if you have a comprehen- 
sive policy, you should have notified 
your insurer that an accident had 


occurred, that the other driver had 
agreed to pay, and asking your 
insurer to do nothing until you 
gave further instructions. That 
way, you could simply file aclaim 
in the normal way and stand a 
good chance of protecting any no- 
claims discount you may have: 
your insurer would claim its costs 
from the van driver. 

At this late stage, however, few 
insurers will agree to becoming 
involved in a private arrangement 
between you and the van driver. 

Now, if the van driver isn’t pre- 
pared to consider your claim, you 
will have to start proceedings in the 
small-claims section of the county 
court—and you would seem to 
have a reasonable case. The matter 
can be dealt with by the court at 
little expense to you: generally, 
costs are not recoverable by either 
party where the claim is less than 
£100. Your local county court will 
help complete the summons. 

We don’t believe it would be 
worthwhile instructing a solicitor, 


- for his costs would be higher than 


the amount of your claim. Alterna- 
tively, if you are a member, you 
could ask the AA to take up your 
case. 


Protection of privacy 

I have recently witnessed two 
accidents: one was in an hotel 
carpark, when a guest scrapea 
his car along the side of another: 
the other was on a campsite, when 


an L-driver crashed into a cara- 
van, causing extensive damage. 

In both cases the offending 
drivers washed their hands of the 
incidents, ‘claiming that they had 
occurred on private property and 
weren’t subject to normal law. 

Is there nothing that the owners 
could have done, other than make 
private (and possibly expensive) 
court claims against the guilty 
parties?—R V_ ORPIN, SOUTH 
OCKENDON 
There is no reason at all why the 
two drivers you mention shouldn't 
be sued in the normal way via the 
respective insurers. In a civil case, 
it makes virtually no_ difference 
whether the damage was caused on 
a public road or on private property. 

It sounds as though your two 
offenders are confusing police 
actions and private actions to good 
effect: as you can read in Motoring 
Law on page 60, for the police to 
pursue a case against them may be 
altogether more difficult . . . 


DRIVE is indebted to Mr CJ A 
Gallimore, ARICS, of Hereford, 


for pointing out that car auctions 


(May—June 1978 issue) may be 
conducted by a ‘chartered surveyor, 
chartered auctioneer and estate 
agent’ under the auspices of the 
Royal Institution of Chartered 
Surveyors, and that any sharp 
practices would certainly involve 
the member in question being 
suspended from the RICS. 


It may be a gleaming new model straight off the production line —or 
an ageing reminder of happy motoring in the past. But if you care about 
it —there’s one thing you should do. Look in the boot. Check your tool 
kit, and make sure you’re prepared to do more than just change atyre. 

Be prepared. With one of the AA’s Tool Kits. Essential for every 
motorist — not just the enthusiast. Take your pick, from the superb 24 
Piece Socket Set or thesimple, yet carefully thought out Motorist’s 
Tool Roll — or even take both! It makes sense. 


Thehandycollectioncom- |, ; 
prises set of 6 combination wie 
spannersin A/F orMetric, <2 < 
engineers screwdriver, and a 
crosspoint Phillips model, insulated 
combination pliers, multi-grip pliers, ten 
blade feeler guage, sparking plug socket. Tools 
are visible in the wipe clean PVC roll. Pockets to keep 
screws etc. safe, and hand cleansing tissues too. 


£9-95 


platen pall octnnth net algal g arate tagger >é 


end your order today to: 
5 AA'Mail Order Dept., P.O. Box 50, Basingstoke, Hants, RG21 2EA. AA 


post free 
or if you prefer 5 monthly payments of £1.99 


z Name 
g Address 


2 : Orders withouta signature 
g : Signed (lam over 18) cannot be accepted 


Offer applies to U.K. only. The AA confirms that it will hold prices until 1/3/79 
subject to changes in VAT. Please enter your membership number here 


z 
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Get at those nuts where a spanner can’t reach. The comprehensive set contains 
18 x 3” square drive sockets (10 A/F 3” — ;;" sizes and 8 metric 10-22mm sizes), a 
reversible ratchet, speeder handle, sliding tee-bar, 12cm and 25cm extension and a 


universal joint. inc p&p 
£26-95 or if you prefer 


5 monthly payments of £5.39 


PBM 698 
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J BULL'S FIRST CA 


Hungarian 
rhapsody 


by GEORGE MIKES 


IT WAS a pioneer, my first car. I 
bought it in Budapest in 1937 asa 
very young journalist, when I did 
not have the slightest intention, or 
indeed desire, to live the rest of 
my life in Britain. Yet it was a 
British car. A pioneer of British 
craftsmanship; the very first 
British car to arrive in Budapest, 
and not just as a visitor. (For the 
sake of historical accuracy I must 
add that it was in a batch of three.) 

My Austin Seven was a purely 
political choice. Germany was 
under Nazi domination, and I 
refused to buy a German car. An 
Italian car would have been a pos- 


sibility, but I did not like the then 
extremely popular Fiat Topolino. 
So it had to bea British car. 

Those of us who still remember 
the pre-war Baby Austin recall it 
with great affection. It was with- 
out doubt the ugliest car ever 
made, being extremely narrow 
and very tall. It was, I was told, a 
favourite of English doctors (per- 
haps true), and English doctors 
visited their patients wearing top 
hats (true in 1837, untrue in 1937). 
And the great height of the car, 
the explanation went on, enabled 
the doctors to keep their top hats 
on while driving. 

This explanation gained cred- 
ence and caused merriment in 
Budapest. In fact, I received three 
top hats as gifts from friends... 

The dealer instructed me to have 
the car serviced every week. He 
wanted to make money, and I was 
a sucker. So I took my car to be 
serviced every Wednesday after- 
noon. There, in the courtyard of 
the service station, I met other 
new car-owners and, naturally 
enough, we talked exclusively of 
cars and driving. 

I told one of my new friends that 
I intended to drive up the Gross 
Glockner mountain, which then 


had a brand-new motor-road, 
rather difficult to negotiate. My 
friend shook his head and dis- 
approved of my plans. I was too 
inexperienced for such a trip; I 
would never make it. 

I smiled. 

Two weeks later we met in the 
street, in front of the narrow 
entrance to the service station—in 
fact, the entrance of a courtyard 
to an ordinary house never meant 
to be a service station. 

He was coming from the right, I 
from the left. I gave him a 
triumphant look: I had just 
returned from that very difficult 
mountain journey without a hitch. 

He gave me a signal of apprecia- 
tion and waved me on to drive in 
first. I reciprocated with an ‘after 
you’ gesture, but, as he insisted, I 
went in first. 

Having negotiated one of 
Europe’s most dangerous moun- 
tain passes without any trouble, 
now in the flush of my triumph 
and wanting to show off my driv- 
ing skill I drove into the wall at 
great speed, smashing my lamps, 
my radiator and one of my front 
wings to smithereens. 

That day was the last occasion I 
cried real tears over a motor car. 


aR 3 
Sex lesson 


IN HER student days, Sheila French 
campaigned vociferously for sex- 
equality; at veterinary college, she 
made every effort to speak up for 
the cause of women. And she 
didn’t allow marriage to a fellow- 
student to temper her views one 
iota... Soon after they qualified, 
though, she found it hard to 
reconcile her sense of fair play 
with the realisation that, so far as 
motor insurance was concerned, 
it was her husband who was being 
discriminated against. 

Having moved to asmall Devon 
market-town to set up their own 
veterinary practice, they each 
bought a small estate car and 
went to the same insurance com- 
pany for cover. What shocked 
them was that, not only were they 
offered different terms because of 
their sex, it was Sheila who got 
the better bargain. 

‘But why should Frank pay more 
than me?’ she asked her broker. 
‘We've had much thesame driving 
experience, we passed our tests in 
the same year, and neither of us 
has had an accident.’ 

Statistically, her broker told her 
blandly, women have fewer acci- 


54 


dents. He wasn’t able (or willing) 
to support the statement with 
figures, but he assured her that 
most big companies agree that, 
in the most vulnerable 20-29 age- 
group, women drivers make fewer 
claims, so are better risks. 

Having a restless and enquiring 
mind, Sheila couldn’t resist the 
challenge to put the claims to the 
test. She contacted several major 
companies: 

Sun Alliance, London: ‘For the 
named drivers over 25, we offer 
a 15°, discount for women and a 
10% discount for men. Sorry— 
we can’t tell you why we arrive at 
this difference.’ 

Provincial, Kendal: On each 100 
policies, women make six fewer 
claims per year than men, and the 
claims they make are cheaper. 
That’s why we think women are 
worth a 15° discount on a one- 
named-driver policy, against only 
124% for men.’ 

Commercial Union, London: ‘We 
don’t normally give comprehen- 
Sive insurance to drivers under 25, 
or discriminate between men and 
women; but, because women tend 
not to “‘show off’? as much as 
men in a car, on balance we prefer 
to insure them.’ 

General Accident, Perth: ‘We offer 
favourable terms to women under 
30, adding two years on to their 
actual age to give them a better 
insurance rating.’ 

Do women aged 20-29 have 
fewer accidents than men? The 
Department of Transport’s latest 
casualty figures (for 1977) show 
that 31.5% of all female casualties 
are in the critical age-group, while 
among men theproportion is 34%. 

This didn’t seem to Sheila 


French to be conclusive evidence 
that young male drivers should 
be discriminated against, so she 
spoke to the British Insurance 
Association, which quoted her the 
results of a 1977 market survey by 
an insurance company. These 
showed that, on average, women 
drive smaller but newer cars, 
thereby reducing the risk of acci- 
dents from mechanical failure. 
Mike Saunders, the AA’s motor 
insurance manager, believes that 
young male drivers are more 
prone to accidents during the first 
12 months after having passed 
their tests, and that men under 21 
make more claims than women. 
On the other hand, he thinks that 
claims from female drivers 
increase between the ages of 21 


and 24, although, with no 
Statistics, it is difficult to be 
certain. 


‘In insurance, we work on 
probabilities of particular groups,’ 
Saunders comments. ‘It is 
obviously impossible to look 
individually at drivers’ personali- 
ties or driving skill, so it’s not just 
gender but also occupation that 
can be a decisive factor.’ 

Among the less-desirable occu- 
pations from an insurer’s point of 
view are professional sportsmen 
and women, models, doctors, 
journalists—and vets. All are 
often exposed to high mileages 
and an intense lifestyle, and are 
bound to be higher risks than civil 
servants and bank clerks with 
more stable routines. 

It was disappointing news for 
equal-opportunities Sheila. Equal 
we all may profess to be, she 
argued, but, in insurance terms, 
some are more equal than others. 
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MECHANIC 


Give us 
the tools! 


IT PROBABLY was the last thing 
you thought of as you stood in 
the showroom, but sometimes, at 
the side of some road, you are 
almost certain to have good cause 
to examine closely the toolkit of 
your car. And, chances are, you'll 
wish you'd thought of it before... 

Here, DRIVE examines 12 new- 
car toolkits, and finds that what 
you get doesn’t always match 
what you'll need when the little 
things leave you stranded. 

Of DRIVE’s dozen, both the best 
and the worst were British, and 
BL’s kit for Rovers and Jaguars 
came close to the ideal. The irony, 
though, is that the best kits almost 
invariably belong to the cars 
whose owners are /east likely to 
need or choose to use them. 

A general criticism of all the kits 
examined is the almost-universal 
lack of odd tools—the curios 
needed for special screws, nuts 
and bolts of a maker’s whim. 

Location is important, too: a 
toolkit is of little use if it is 
dispersed willy-nilly around the 
car, necessitating a hunt in dark- 
ness. And cost, of course, is vital 
—that’s why accountants now 
design cars, and approve inade- 
quate toolkits. 

But a £20 kit could earn its keep 
in just one roadside repair... and 
its cost, added on to the already- 
considerable new-car bill, surely 
would be accepted, not resented? 

It’s reasonable to assume that 
keen DIY motorists will build up 
a toolkit of their own; but they 
won't necessarily want to carry 
all of it with them all the time. A 
manufacturer’s kit is invaluable if 
only to ensure that you have 
metric spanners for a metric car, 
whatever you have at home. 

So, what should the basic toolkit 
consist of? 

DRIVE asked the AA’s technical 
services department for a check- 
list of what would be desirable 
and useful to cope with on-the- 
road problems and mini-services. 
The list reads like this: set of open- 
ended spanners—more useful 
than ring-type (include small 
sizes, please); feeler gauge; tyre- 
pressure gauge; pliers; screw- 
driver with two sizes each of 
flat-bladed and crosshead bits; 
plug spanner and tommy-bar. 
.And this, on the next few pages, 
is what we found... | MIKE HILL 


Rod Clarke 


LADA 


Standard with all UK models 


What you get Pillar jack; wheelbrace/hub-cap lever; plug 


spanner/tommy-bar; 4 open-ended spanners; 2 ring 
spanners; hexagonal sump-plug key; pliers; tyre lever; 
plug-in wander-lamp; tyre-pressure gauge; tyre pump; 
starting handle; touch-up paint 

All that toolkits used to be, including the basic Fiat 
plastic box, plus some fascinating Russian anachronisms. 
AA comment Do you need a tyre lever if you carry a spare 
wheel? The stirrup tyre pump is useful for air beds. Tyre 
gauge is of questionable accuracy. And would you know 
what to do with a starting handle? Still, on one of the 
cheapest cars available, no one could quibble about value. 


ALFA ROMEO 


Standard kit with all Alfasuds 


What you get Scissors jack; wheelbrace/jack handle; plug 


spanner/tommy-bar; small flat-bladed screwdriver. 
Scissors jack has to be wound up from the ground, then 
located in underbody sockets—awkward in dark or on 
a wet night; hook-and-eye location of jack winder is 
sloppy and the lack of a free-turning handle on the brace 
could quickly raise blisters on tender hands. Plug spanner/ 
tommy-bar offers little leverage on over-tightened plugs, 
and screwdriver will meet only a limited range of needs. 
AA comment Disappointing kit for a prestige-car manu- 
facturer. The jack is a real nasty. 


BL 


Princess (standard, without chock, on Austin-Morris) 


What you get Cantilever jack and ratchet bar; wheelbrace; 


bent metal for wheel trims; single wheelchock 

Apart from the recent addition to Princess kits of a hefty 
chock to help keep the nose-heavy car stable while jack- 
ing, BL kits help only with wheel changing. All the tools 
it used to give with its cars are now sold in a Unipart set at 
£15. Compare the basic kit to the handsome Rover-Jaguar 
offering on page 57, and ask yourself which owner is 
likely to need the better tools? 

AA comment Jack is awkward to locate and means wet 
knees for a rainy wheel change—ratchet bar stays at 
ground level. Good ‘heel’ on the jack for stability. 


ae 


Standard kit for all small/medium cars 


PEUGEOT 


What you get Scissors jack; wheelbrace/jack handle; plug 


spanner 
Ei ioes is the French maker’s philosophy. Scissors 
jack locates into its body socket, then winds down to the 
ground—easier than winding up from ground level and 
trying to ‘thread’ it into place. Winder peg is a positive 
lock into the jack eye, and there is one rotating hand-grip. 
AA comment Not enough leverage from wheelbrace for 
over-tightened nuts. Plug spanner is much better—hooked 
tommy-bar enables an extension tube (not provided) to be 
used. Tools are well-located in under-bonnet clips. 


55 


GIVE US THE TOOLS! 


FIAT Standard kit with all models 


What you get Pillar jack; 2 open-ended spanners; plug- 
spanner/tommy-bar; wheelbrace; screwdriver with flat- 
bladed and crosshead bits 

Tidy plastic box houses very basic kit, which used to 
include a feeler gauge (why no more?). Spanners cover 
only very limited range of nuts, and plug spanner/tommy 
bar is thin and short: more leverage may be needed for 
obstinate plugs. Pillar jack earns AA criticism for its 
inadequate ‘foot’ which offers no fore and aft stability for 
a raised car, and it can lean too far out or in (fouling the 
bodywork) if not set at the correct angle. 

AA comment Fair basic kit, but jacking should be safer. 


BMW 


Kit from the 5 Series 


What you get Bilstein pillar jack; wheelbrace with notch 


for trims; 3 open-ended spanners; plug spanner/tommy- 
bar; screwdriver with flat-bladed and crosshead bits; 
adjustable pliers/wrench 

Except for the wheel-changing ironmongery, BMW 
owners get their tools in a neat plastic tray which snap- 
fits under the boot lid. Pillar jack has good positive loca- 
tion in car sill, and its base changes angle as car is raised; 
it doesn’t, however, prevent fore and aft movement. 

AA comment Chocks would be useful. More less-fancy 
tools (see Rover) would be preferable to chrome 
vanadium. Tray is an excellent idea. 


Mi E RC E DES All models, with minor alterations 


What you get Pillar jack; wheelbrace; screwdriver with 
two cross- and flat-blade sizes; 3 open-ended spanners, 
plug spanner/tommy-bar; warning triangle 

Some excellent features, unmatched by any other maker. 
Plug spanner is flexible on its shaft to reach awkward 
places, and a special grip holds ceramic plug collars. The 
only kit with AA’s recommended range of screwdrivers. 
AA comment Not much to show for one of Europe’s top- 
line makers. Pillar jack has little stability, and chocks are 
desirable. Warning triangles are superfluous in this 
country, but it wouldn’t save much if they were omitted. 
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DATSUN 


Standard kit with all UK models 


What you get Scissors jack and winder; pair of steel wheel- 


chocks; wheelbrace/trim remover; 2 open-ended spanners; 
pliers; one crosshead, one flat-bladed screwdriver 

Datsun tools come in a cardboard box that has no fixed 
place in the car. When the box falls apart, items will clank 
about loose in the boot. Jack has good wide base for 
stability and it is located in the body before winding. 
Winder fits positively, and rotating grips make use easy. 
AA comment Looks impressive, but really quite basic as 
far as range of maintenance jobs is concerned. Chocks are 
a good idea, but Toyota’s, for example, take up less space. 


TOYOTA Standard kit with all UK models 


What you get Scissors jack and winder; wheelbrace; plug 
spanner/tommy-bar; pliers; 2 open-ended spanners; 
screwdriver with cross- and flat-bladed bits; folding 
wheelchock; touch-up paint 

Safe, positive jack, with locating point in the body, has 
wide base for stability and rotating handles for easy 
winding. Wheelbrace gives good leverage, but tommy-bar 
for plug spanner should be longer. Wheelchock folds to 
size of cigarette packet, and all tools have a secure home. 
AA comment Good as far as it goes—but that isn’t very 
far. As in the Lada’s kit, it’s always useful to have a tin 
of manufacturer’s touch-up paint for colour matching. 


FORD Standard kit with all models 


What you get Pillar jack; wheelbrace 

Whatever Ford you drive, you’re expected to do nothing 
more than change a wheel. If you want more, you'll have 
to buy it from the vast Motorcraft range of service tools. 
Jack is easy to use, but you must angle it perfectly to 
avoid fouling the body or tipping too far out when it’s 
wound up and down. Wheelbrace could be longer to deal 
with tough nuts. 

AA comment The absolute minimum—Ford (like Vaux- 
hall) doesn’t believe in self-help. And it’s all packed in a 
rough hessian bag with no fixed location in the car. 


BL Rover and Jaguar models 


What you get 7 open-ended spanners; insulated pliers; 
cantilever jack; combined wheelbrace/jack handle; tyre- 
pressure gauge; feeler gauge; plug spanner/tommy-bar; 
screwdriver with cross- and flat-bladed bits 

Nice to be able to pat BL on the corporate back—the best 
kit that DRIVE found, bar none. Spanners may be dull 
black instead of shiny chrome vanadium, but ‘more and 
cheaper’ is of greater use to the car-owner than hidden 
glitter. It would be hard to find better pliers (German 
made) at any price. Jack lets the kit down for needing to 
be wound up from the ground before locating. 

AA comment Almost there—an object lesson to all. 


CHRYSLER Standard with all UK models 


What you get Scissors jack; bent-wire posing as jack 
handle; wheelbrace; another piece of bent wire 

Chrysler wins the wooden spoon: even this most-basic of 
kits is below par. Scissors jack has to be wound up from 
the ground, with awkward hook-and-eye handle, then 
located in chassis holes by trial and error. Cranked handle 
has two different axes, ostensibly for greater leverage, but 
in practice it makes a wobbly operation more wobbly. 

AA comment Thoughtful of the company to provide a 
‘metal thingy’: while you are waiting for the AA patrol, 
you can use it to pick your teeth... 
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DRIVE Playsafe Offer 


| 
| Name 
(BLOCK CAPITALS, PLEASE) 


Address 


AA Membership Number (if any) 


Enter quantity 


Ref 73150 Hoe 
Skip 
Out {f£ 


| enclose my cheque/postal order for 
DE SD Sas aks es atone eed tia 
|To: AA Mail Order Department, PO Box 50, 


be asingstoke; Hants RG21 2EA PBM 699 j 
I 


| Please send me 
| Playsafe(s) 
I 


This section for 
pangs use only 


Only £12.95 


WITH RENEWED interest in the contro- 
versy over the compulsory use of seat- 
belts, DRIVE’s Special Offer is a timely 
reminder that every child carried in the 
car should have a safety restraint. The 
new Britax Playsafe is the ideal system 
for the tot who doesn’t take kindly to 
being belted up, allowing children over 
four years old to sit in the normal rear 
seat and be protected by a clever poly- 
styrene play-‘shelf’, held in place at 
waist-level by a lap belt. 

Not only does the Playsafe meet all the 
stringent British Standards Institute 
requirements, it has also earned a coveted 
AA Seal of Approval. And DRIVE readers 
can obtain the Playsafe for a limited 
period only for £12.95— that’s up to £7.50 
less than shop prices. 

Don’t delay. Send the completed 
coupon, with a cheque or PO made 
payable to the AA. The offer, available 
only to readers in Gt Britain and N 
Ireland, closes 31 May 1979. 


WHAT'S NEW 
Eternal flame 


ANYONE who has ever taken emery paper 
to a corroded sparkplug gap will rejoice in 
the news of the everlasting plug. And The 
Master Ignitor is guaranteed for the life of 
a car or commercial vehicle, or for 100,000 
miles—for which it won the prize as the 
most interesting exhibit at the Auto- 
mechanika show in Frankfurt, W Germany. 

American makers Laser Nucleonics is 
being coy about its brainwave, saying only 
that it features an electrode configuration, 
and radical changes in materials, ‘resulting 
from developing laser technology’. 


You never miss the water until the screen- 
wash reservoir runs dry—which is usually 
when you need it most. So a Bracknell, 
Berks, firm has come up with Wash 
Monitor, a gadget that gives warning of 
impending windscreen drought. 

Wash Monitor consists of a self-adhesive 
sensor pad connected to a facia-mounted 
warning light. You simply stick the pad to 
the outside of the reservoir at whatever 
level you consider to be dangerously low 
... and when the fluid falls below that, the 
warning light comes on. 

The Monitor won’t work on metal reser- 
voirs; but, provided containers are of 
rigid plastic, polythene or glassfibre, it 
can also be used for freshwater tanks on 
caravans and boats. 


One swallow may not make a summer, 
but one good summer (1976, remember?) 
certainly gave a fillip to the sunshine-roof 
business in the UK. There are now any 
number of companies anxious to cut a 
hole in your car and fit a quick-action 
sunroof . . . and join the lively debate, 
with some vehicle manufacturers, about 
structural safety and British Standards. 

Laddaw Ltd is the sole importer of the 
Amilite Sky-Lite range—‘tinted solar 
cool glass opening panels’ set in a one- 
piece, black-finish aluminium frame, 
designed and proved in the US. 

The glass panel—and indeed the two, 
side-by-side ‘individual’ panels in the 
Sky-Twin-Lite fitted to a DRIVE Princess 
1800HL—tilt for fresh air without 
draughts, and can be removed altogether. 
Good-looking and neat-fitting, the roof 
in our car has so far met almost all the 
claims made for it by a proud importer. 
Only problem (and one that astonishes 
and baffles Laddaw, which suspects a 
‘rogue’ sample) is that, though the £199 
Sky-Twin-Lite will pass through a carwash 
with impunity ...it leaks in rain. 

More anon, when Laddaw investigates. 


_ Views to air? Tell DRIVE 
about your motoring . and 


what it means to you. 
You can _— send letters 
for publication—unstamped 
—via DRIVE Directory, 
FREEPOST, Basingstoke, 
Hampshire 


On the road—1 


At the time when Transport 
Minister William Rodgers wrote 
to DRIVE (November—December 
issue) about road-spending cuts, 
the counties of England and 
Wales were putting in their budget 
plans for transport for next year— 
and nearly all gave a blunt warn- 
ing that the fall in maintenance 
standards represented a threat to 
motorists and other road-users. 

Two counties, East Sussex and 
Tyne and Wear, say that the 
number of insurance claims 
against each has risen by 35% 
over the past three years; in 
Bristol, the increase has been five- 
fold in a two-year period, while 


Devon reports that accident 
claims there shot up 25°, in one 
year alone. 


The government has itself con- 
firmed that 28°, of all accidents 
can be attributed to ‘deficiencies 
in the road environment’. Surely 
Mr Rodgers should take into 
account the increasing burden of 
accidents on tax—and ratepayers? 

No one can say that cutting 
county road-spending by £1000 
million a year isn’t making a 
difference. Accidents apart, you 
can be sure that the motorist is 
paying more than ever before in 
maintenance charges because of 
potholes and ruts. Bus operators 
report a vast rise in the replace- 
ment of bus springs alone—in 
Dorset, it’s four times as high as 
it was a few years ago. 

Robert Phillipson 
Director, 

British Road Federation, London 


On the road—2 


Mr. Rodgers says he does not 
believe that responsible highway 
authorities would spend less on 
road maintenance than necessary 
for safety and structural stability 
from their available funds. He 
conveniently forgets that, on 
government orders, they have to 
subsidise first the buses from the 
funds, and can spend only the 
remaining small fraction on 
roads. 

The government is spending 
£200million a year on job- 
creation schemes. If this money 
were spent on road maintenance, 
no more would be spent than at 
present. It would only be a re- 
direction of money that would 
- create real jobs, would make use 


of existing skills, reduce un- 
employment and increase the 
gross domestic product without 
causing inflation. 

The pious words of Mr Rodgers 
cannot hide the fact that our 
roads are dying, and that our 
money is not rightly spent. 

Paul S W Bryant 
MSC, MICE, FIAE, FSCE, MCS 
Chartered civil engineer 
Northampton 


Intense interest 

Recent DRIVE correspondence on 
high-intensity rear lamps has con- 
centrated on cars, but what about 
heavier vehicles? I am consistently 
amazed at the pinhead-sized rear 
lamps fitted to 35cwt vans—and 
even juggernauts. My Citroen 
2CV has better lighting—back 
and front—than many of these. 

D Bennett-Hughes 

Todmorden, Lancs 


Guise ‘n’ dolls 

So that’s a City slicker on the 
cover of DRIVE, is it? Well, thank 
Heaven I don’t work in the City: I 
should hate to rub shoulders with 
what looks like a blonde woman 
dressed up as a man, complete 
with high-heeled shoes. Very bad 
taste to associate this creature 
with motor cars. 

L Glen 

Wickhambrook, Suffolk 


Val Owen, 22, the blonde on our 
last-issue cover, replies: ‘If dress- 
ing up like a bloke for DRIVE is 
getting me a bad name, I'd better 
stick to adverts for shampoo. But 
if it’s any interest to Mr Glen, I've 
never seen a City slicker that I 


fancied, either... 


Blowin’ in the wind 

After reading how polluted air 
damages a car’s paintwork, I 
would like to see more emphasis 
in DRIVE on the need to reduce the 
poisonous and deadly fumes 
emitted from car engines, includ- 
ing the effect of the lead content 
in petrol and asbestos in brake 
linings. Why is it that the US and 
other countries are always first to 
take action, and we only follow? 
GT Smithyman 

Derby 

Regulations limiting the lead con- 
tent in petrol already exist, and 


further measures are to be intro- 


duced in a few years as part of our 
obligations to European legisla- 
tion. DRIVE, in its very first issue, 
in Spring 1967, campaigned for 
more stringent controls of exhaust 


Silvair Motoring 
Holidays in France- 
Summer 1979. 


If you prefer to organise the travel and 
accommodation for your holiday in advance and leave 
yourself all the freedom to explore at your own leisure, 
enjoy a drink or a meal when and where you like, the 
Silvair Villa Holidays in France are ideal for you. 

We offer you — 

Choice of Area 

A large selection of motoring holidays in many of 
the picturesque and interesting areas of France in the 
countryside and on the coast. 


Choice of Accommodation 

A wide range of accommodation Is available from 
Studio flats and apartments to ‘Gites’ and luxury villas 
some with their own swimming pool. 
We care about value 

Prices start from: £53 in the South of France, 
£5/ in the Lakes and Mountains, and in Brittany from 
£49, The prices are per person for one week and are 
inclusive of ferry fare of both passengers and car, 
accommodation and holiday protection insurance. 


We care about Guarantees 

There is a price guarantee on all holidays in our 
brochure. 

In addition to motoring holidays the brochure |s full 
of exciting summer holidays by air from Gatwick, Luton, 
Heathrow and Manchester to the Canary Islands, Majorca, 
Costa Del Sol, Costa Blanca, Algarve, Malta and Ibiza. 

With all this you'll find it difficult to resist choosing 
Silvair for your Summer holiday in 1979. 

Contact us today using the coupon below or see 
your local travel agent. 
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Please send me a copy of the Silvair Summer 1979 Brochure. 


H Name oft mace syste 
La 4 Ecce 1S . = 


: 
: 

ov due 
Gat 


THE DIFFERENCE! 
IS IN THE CARING 
Silvair Holidays Limited. 


g 13/15 King St., Luton, Beds. Tel. Luton (0582) 412131. sas all 
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LETTERS 

emission and discussed the ‘menace 
to public health’ of carbon monoxide 
in traffic fumes—Editor. 


Mastic mistake 

I am concerned at  DRIVE’s 
misuse of the term ‘bitumastic’ to 
describe the — rust-prevention 
treatments supplied on_ the 
Chrysler Avenger and Austin- 
Morris Princess that failed to 
impress in recent car tests. 
‘Bitumastic’ is our registered 
trademark; you should have used 
the word ‘bituminous’. 

As we make a product that is 
suitable for rust prevention of 
motor vehicles, this sort of 
reference is, to say the least, 
unhelpful! 

G M Watson 

Wales Dove Bitumastic 

Hebburn, Tyne and Wear 


Honest facias 

The ‘threat’ that car facias will 
soon look like aircraft flight- 
decks, with masses of dials and 
digits, fills me with horror. It’s 
bad enough already, with the 
completely nonsensical design of 
switches. Oh, how I yearn for the 
old days, when the words ‘choke’, 
‘lights’ and ‘screen wipers’ were 
clearly indicated. 

My Ford Escort has_ three 
switches and it’s all too easy to 
put on the wrong one. 

Leila S Mackinlay 
London, W1 


“LEGAL 
American 


national 
park 


ON THE STRENGTH of a modest 
Pools win, John Hawkers thought 
it time he exchanged his five-year- 
old Mini for something more 
powerful and head-turning. But 
his delight in acquiring a second- 
hand Cadillac soon turned sour. 

A little nervous of leaving the 
US monster at the kerb ona busy 
Saturday while he went to meet 
his wife, Hawkers decided to 
park in anearby multi-storey car- 
park. He had just reached the top 
of a ramp, on a bend, when a 
small boy jumped out of a parked 
car in front and ran into his path. 

Hawkers spun the wheel and 
braked. But it was too late. He 
couldn’t avoid clipping the child 
with the offside wing. 

In the pandemonium that fol- 


lowed, Hawkers kept protesting: 
‘It wasn’t my fault.” But the boy’s 
father thought otherwise. “You 
were driving this thing like a 
maniac,’ he shouted accusingly. 
And when Hawkers admitted that 
he had only just bought the car, 
the father insisted on calling the 
-police. They promptly breath- 
tested Hawkers, but then, to the 
father’s chagrin, let him go. 

‘I’m afraid the Road Traffic Act 
doesn’t normally allow us to 
prosecute for careless or reckless 
driving in a carpark,’ the police 
sergeant explained. “The charges 
apply only to offences committed 
on the roadway. And a carpark is 
not usually part of the road.’ 

The child’s parent was outraged. 
‘Do you mean to say that a chap 
driving without thought to any- 
one else cannot be prosecuted, 
just because he’s in a carpark” 

‘Oh, he can,’ replied the sergeant 
patiently, ‘if, for example, his 
blood/alcohol level is found to be 
above the prescribed limit. In this 
case the breath-test was negative. 
But, if a motorist commits a 
drink-drive offence in a carpark 
adjoining a public road, for 
example, he could be just as liable 
for prosecution. as if hed 
committed it on the road.’ 

The AA confirms this apparent 
anomaly. Says Head Office legal 
manager Jack Smith: ‘If Hawkers 
was at fault, one can sympathise 
with the father’s indignation, and 


even with his desire for retribu- 
tion; but, as the law stands, in this 
case the driver hadn't committed 
any criminal-offence.’ 

He goes on to point out that the 
father could, on behalf of his son, 
have sought redress through the 
civil courts, claiming damages for 
negligence. ‘He may have had a 
stronger case, certainly, if there 
had first been a criminal convic- 
tion against the defendant. He 
might even have had a case 
against the carpark owners, for, 
under the Unfair Contract Terms 
Act 1957, the owners, too, could 
have been nailed had they failed 
to exercise their ““common duty 
of care’. 

‘But liability is difficult to prove 
against owners unless there have 
been several similar complaints or 
accidents, and they can be 
shown not to have done anything 
about preventing a recurrence.’ 

In the event, the father sued in 
the county court and was awarded 
£200 damages and costs. The boy 
was kept under observation in 
hospital for a few days. 

Though Hawkers’ insurance 
company paid up, the joy in his 
modest Pools win evaporated as 
he faced the fact that he was 
perhaps not meant to be a Cadil- 
lac owner. He sold it, and got 
barely half what he had paid for it. 

As one disinterested buyer after 
another told him: ‘Well, where 
would you park it?’ 
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CHASES WATER OFF MILD STEEL 


HOLDS CAR IN 


SHOWROOM 


EASY! QUICK! ANDO 
CLEAN! 


NO NEED TO CRAWL 
UNDER CAR (in most 
cases). Finnigan’s Appli- 
cator forces airless spray 
into entire car underbody. 
HEAVY COATING. One gallon 
equivalent to THIRTY aerosols 
at one sixth of cost! 
inspection 


AA indicates no 


rust on visible 
WAXOYL treated 


NORTH 


LAING 

off-shore’s 

largest Rig 
a /} uses 

);, WAXOYL on 
fr sea. washed 


value. 


e of world’s biggest SWISS 


CONDITION 


ENTIRELY 


EASILY RUSTPROOF CAR IN ¥2 A DAY! 


LIVENS-UP OLDER CARS. Revives ‘tired’ electrical 
insulation. Dispeis water in plugs distributor 
wet weather starting. One coating outlasts engine. Wax 
content lubricates. Saves repairs. Restores trade-in 
Eases 
mechanism, Silences road noise, hidden squeaks and 
rattles. Use coupon now. 


Instant 


door closure, smooths window 


LAB TESTS: ‘Rust stopping 


MIN. PREPARATION. NO SKILL. NO SPECIAL 
EQUIPMENT. Thin dust layers act as ‘binding’ agent. 
FINNIGAN’S APPLICATOR rustproofs wheel-arch in 
only 30 SECS! Forceful airless spray up to 4ft long. 
100% EFFECTIVE SWIRLING ACTION and shaped 
nozzle, sprays right into small screw holes. No drilling. 
No mess. No waste. 


WHY E16 WORLD ULCERS TRUST WAXOYL RUSTPROOLING 


WAXOYL DOES AS IT SAYS. Kilis rust. Users report: 


since new; extremely satisfied’. 
GOVT. 


Nene 
WAXO 


to world users) because Waxoyl 
corrosion. Prevents reactivation! Never 
exhausts itself with time, like schemically 


activetypes used by many rival rustproofers. 
TRADE HOUSES CHARGE UP TO £80 for 
rustproofing, mostly for labour. DO-IT-YOUR- 
SELF with Wako! at only ONE TENTH of cost. 
Pay simply for raw materials at manufacturers’ 
prices. Save up to 50% on many competitors’ 
materials. Needs no further attention apart from 


~ x ARCHES 30 sec. wheel arch Autumn check. 
DOORS LOAD a ane pee FORGET CORROSION. Waxoy! micro rust 
BOX MEMBERS FUELPIPES. Killer’ inhibitor resembles tadpoles! ‘Tails’ 
SECTIONS penetrate oil, grease, mud with magnetic speed 


attracted to metal like dust to LP records. With 
deadly efficiency molecules sink deep into every 
minute pore within entire vehicle surface. Re- 
places air moisture stops and KILLS iron oxide 


£4.98 


tae 


TSLESS 


a8) R 


“Wii DO-IT: YOURSELF 
4 RUST PROOFING 


RUST GNAWS UPWARDS to metal surfaces, despite dedicated polishing. Factory-NEW cars hide 
rust pinpoints within faulty seams, spot-welded joints. Assembly line rivets, bolts, crack paint on 
prefab panels. Rust air damp creeps through thinnest gaps. Grows, spreads, penetrates. Gnaws metal. 
Brush-on rust killers can’t restore surface bubbles damage. Every inch of surface rust scraped and 
painted over still leaves devilish rust on the UNDER side. Hidden! And deep in-below corrosion 
weakens suspension, load-bearing members, brake cables, sills, box sections. The very vital spots that 
Waxoyl rustproofs for evermore! Lowers depreciation by at least £150 p.a. 


Most up to date rust inhibitor known to science? 
Waxoyl’s rust inhibitor sets it apart from all rival systems. Believed to be the most up to date (according 


polarises the 


metal, prevents electrolysis, halts 
rusting. Tadpole ‘heads’ seal oft metal with 
continuous water-repellent skin. RUSTFREE 
CAR ‘sleeps out’ immune to winter rust havoc; 
vicious road salt, rain, mud, slush.. Deep within 
metal pores. Waxoyl NEVER STOPS WORKING! 


PROTECTS IN GRUELLING WINTER 
conditions. One simple, quick WAXOYL 
application NOW ensures complete protection. 
WAXOYL KILLS rust outright, doesn’t just slow 
it down. Send now. Per return despatch with 
easy, illustrated instructions. 


KILLS SUMMER DAMP HAZARDS on wet, 
sticky days. Protects raw metal edges within sills, 
box sections, door panels as_ trapped 
condensation drips into pools of moisture, even in 
garaged car. FORGET CORROSION! 


ORDER DIRECT. Personal callers welcome 9 till 
4.30 Mon.-Fri. MINI & 1100 SIZES. 5 litres (1.1 gal.) 


+ 85p carr. LARGE SALOONS: 10 litres (2.2 


gal.) £9.27 + 85p 20 litres (4.4 gal.) DRUM £17.16 + 
95p. Finnigan’s Applicator £1.95, 28pp/p. 
TRAIL OFFER: 500 mi (.88pt) TIN for 
your trigger oil can test behind chrome 
strips (or brush on door edges, free 
brake linkages, 
chase water off a simple metal strip. 
Quite amazing! Send 85p add 58p. 


(AL 
etc). Watch Waxoyi TER 


OIL COMPANIES says: | qualities very good’. CITROEN CAR CLUB: ‘Fantastic NEVER COMPACTS WITH AGE Waxoy! I7>FinniGAN'SLTD (D.RW) EltinghamWors, I 
“Of ail rustproofers stuff’. BRITISH STEEL CRP’N: ‘Most satisfactory’. flexes with vibration, outlasts conventional underbody | pRUDHOE, Northumberland. Ph. 0661 32411 | 
tested, ONLY WAXOYL SWISS AUTO. RACING A.G ‘Clean, easy Seals that as you've probably observed, often oxidise; | Rush my order as shown (please tick) 
application. No after-cleaning’. WESTERLY Crack, flake off. Expose metal to air moisture rusting. y P | 
KILLS existing rust” ee desi pa ee ; geeiauisti aco ra Paty Chq/PO/MO) 
g MARINE, PORTSMOUTH: ‘Waxoy! oprotectian Waxoy! actually benefits existing body seals, prolongs Itres q/ /MO/cash€... | 
SC! veteidnena excellent on marine diesel oil tanks’. (Tank bases life. Makes and keeps them soft and supple. As further | O10 litres | 
WAXOYL otherwise impossible to rustproof, standing on bonus, Waxoyi re-seais broken areas. Kills invading rust | 020 litres Name : 
fowhcine supports). MOTOR MAGAZINE: ‘Remains active SP0res. Holds top book price value! j 0 Appii- Block Caps 
acne pee urey CHRYSLER CENTRE, ; BASEL: WAXOYL is clean, exceptionally easy and quick to l Case PGES CoP eas , | 
on pplication so clean. Entirely satisfied’. ROVER apply. Order now, deal direct with an old established | Off / 
pipes SPORTS REG. MEMBER: 197,000 miles. No sign of manufacturing concern, with world wide reputation for id ats We rae OP ee 
Waxoy! penetration’. LEICESTER: ‘On ‘72 Beetle, honesty and fair dealing. Order with every confidence. Pee Regd Office 354 180 (London) hot 
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_ DAY TRIPPERS 


tests were not yet available to identify 
many of the drugs. But, since then, the 
situation has changed considerably, and 
the Metropolitan Police forensic science 
laboratory now offers a facility for drug 
analysis with a sample of blood that has 
shown a very low or zero alcohol level. 

Already that facility has encouraged an 
increase in the number of samples being 
sent for drug analysis. The laboratory that 
covers London, Kent, Sussex, Surrey, 
Hertfordshire and Essex now handles 200 
blood samples a year, compared with 100 
two years ago, and the number will 
increase further as the police become 
more aware that drugs, as well as drink, 
are likely to impair driving. 

The laboratory staff is doing what it can 
to spread that awareness. It lectures police 
on the need to watch for drugged drivers 
where drink does not appear to be the 
problem, and tells them the signs that 
should arouse suspicion. And, when a 
sample shows a ‘legal’ or borderline 
alcohol level, it is now routine to send a 
circular with the report suggesting that 
drugs may have been mixed with drink. 

If, subsequently, police want an analysis 
for drugs, they are asked to state whether 
drugs were found in the driver’s possession 
and, if so, what they were; what was his 
condition (drowsy, asleep, agitated): 
whether he was prescribed drugs by his GP 


- and, if so, which: when was his last dose; 


and how long had he been taking them? 
Illustrating the motorist’s dilemma, 
Dr Raffle says: ‘It is a driver’s responsi- 
bility not to drive while his ability to do 
so properly is impaired by illness or the 
treatment for it. But that responsibility 
cannot be exercised effectively unless he 
is given the necessary guidance by his 
doctor or pharmacist—preferably both. 
‘And that guidance cannot be given effec- 
tively unless the data sheets about drugs 
that, by law, all doctors and pharmacists 
must receive state that they may impair 
driving. They seldom give such a warning 
because it is difficult to back it up with 
evidence which, in turn, needs further 


» research. It’s Catch 22. 


Certainly many motorists seem to be 
totally unaware of the dangers they may 
face from their medicines, particularly 
medicines mixed with alcohol. Dr David 
Filer, a police surgeon for nearly 15 years, 
serving Hammersmith and Fulham 


_ stations, says: ‘Only a few of the drivers 


_ that I examine actually say that they have 
- been warned by their doctors not to drive 


if they mix alcohol with drugs affecting 
the central nervous system. The majority 


tell me they have not been warned, and, 
while some may be covering up, some 
obviously are telling the truth, 

‘One of the most common drugs of this 
nature is Valium. Its data sheet states 
clearly that patients should be instructed 
to avoid alcohol while using it, since an 
individual response cannot be foreseen. 


» It adds that, like all medicaments of this 
glype, 


Valium may modify patients’ 
reactions, driving ability and ability to 
operate machinery.’ 

Dr Filer believes that any doctor who 
prescribes Valium without warning a 
patient about possible side-effects is guilty 
of negligence. And negligence in this area 
can have serious consequences, as the 
following case-histories from his experi- 
ence as a police surgeon show. 

Case one A businessman had been man- 
ning his firm’s stand all day at a trade 
exhibition. To relieve tension, he had 
taken some tranquillisers, and finally a 
couple of small gins. As he drove home, 
a police patrol car crew saw him switching 
from lane to lane with unusual abandon 
and at excessive speed. A breath-test 
produced a negative result, but a blood 
sample confirmed the. small level of 
alcohol and tranquillisers in his system. 

Case two A patrol car crew spotted a girl 
scraping her car against two parked 
vehicles and driving on erratically. She 
was chased and stopped. When she got 
out of the car she staggered and her speech 
was slurred. The breath-test was border- 
line—she’d had two half pints of beer— 
but she admitted that she had been taking 
Mogadon—a sleeping pill—and analysis 
revealed that it was still in her blood. 

Case three A housewife nearly knocked 
down a pedestrian on a zebra crossing. 
Police stopped her and she said that she 
had had a couple of sherries with friends. 
But asked whether she had been taking 
any prescribed drugs, she replied: ‘Only 
antihistamine for my hay fever.’ 

All three drivers said that they had not 
been warned by their doctors about the 
danger of taking their drugs with even a 
small amount of aleohol. And the proba- 
bility that tens of thousands could say the 
same thing was suggested in a report on 
sleep in this July’s issue of Which? Of 430 
Consumers Association members report- 
ing, three-quarters had seen their doctors 
about sleep problems. Nine out of 10 had 
been given sleeping pills or tranquillisers, 
and the magazine stated: ‘Very few doctors 
gave warnings about the side-effects of the 
pills they prescribed.’ 

More may be encouraged to do so by 
Medical Aspects of Fitness to. Drive, a 
Medical Commission on Accident Pre- 
vention booklet that the BMA has now 
persuaded the Department of Transport 
to send to all doctors. It contains a chapter 
on drugs and driving by Dr John Havard, 
principal deputy secretary of the BMA 
and author of a United Nations report on 
alcohol, drugs and driving. 

It carries advice for doctors, and des- 
cribes how a wide variety of drugs may 


affect drivers: “The very. large numbers of. 


prescriptions for sedatives and tranquil- 
lisers, running into tens of millions each 
year in this country, together with the fact 
that 19 million people have driving 
licences, suggests that a substantial pro- 
portion of the population must drive at 
some time or other under the influence of 
central nervous system-active drugs.” 

Dr Havard points out that, after most 
general anaesthetics, it is safer for adoctor 
to advise against driving for 48 hours. 
Most pain-killers—aspirin, paracetamol, 
phenacetin, for instance—are unlikely to 
impair driving, but some may be less safe 
than others. Distalgesic, for example (for 
which there were 3,680,000 prescriptions 
in 1973), is a combination of paracetamol 
and dextropropoxyphene; the data sheet 
for Distalgesic contains no warning about 
driving, but that for Doloxene—a pro- 
prietary dextropropoxyphene preparation 
contains a specific warning. 

‘The public, confirms the Police 
Surgeons’ Dr Clarke, ‘is mostly unaware 
of the fact that, when the maximum 
“benefit” of a drug has worn off, the 
residual effect still present may impair 
driving ability even though a person may 
feel perfectly fit...” 

In an age when it seems as if every other 
person is on daytime tranquillisers or 
night-time sedatives, or both—never mind 
more-exotic drugs—it’s about time we 
woke up to this fact among many others. 

Before the next day-trip becomes the 
final one... ALAN BESTIC 


Here’s the 
modern way 
to buy 
or sella car: 
ring 
01-903 8383 


Buying: Find the car you 
want — absolutely free—through 
Computacar. Thousands of new 
and used cars on computer — 

and updated daily! 

Selling: Sell your car 
through the Computacar system 
—at very competitive rates! 


LOMPUTALCA 


(London and South-East only.) 
NOW PART OF THE THOMSON ORGANISATION. 
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In Britain we reckon we get more 
than our fair share of rain. But it’s a drop 
in the ocean compared with Pirelli’s 
proving ground at Vizzola, Italy. 

When we tested the grip of our 
remarkable new steel plusnylon belted Z 
P3 radial we really diditindepth. 
We practically flooded the track. 

Many tyres would have been 
a complete wash out. But the P3, 
with its unique construction and 
tread design, didn’t seem to notice 
the water at all. Itlost little 
of its superb grip. 

We tested the P3 for mileage 
too. Lap after lap of the Vizzola circuit 
didn’t wear the tyre down. (We even 


went as far as taking a set of P3s for a Marathon 
Round Britain Drive. After 45,000 miles the tyres ot a = ee 


still had thousands of miles of life in them.) 


And finally we tested the tyre for comfort. The best tyre on a rainy road. 


The tough yet highly flexible tyre absorbed 

most road surface bumps to give a 
smoother, more relaxing ride. In fact 

our test drivers were more shaken by 
the P3’s amazing performance than 
the cobble stones and granite blocks 
we made them drive over. 

At the end of our tests, we 
had proved that the P3 hada 
combination of all three major 
motoring benefits in one tyre. 

Mileage, grip and comfort. 

So we simply called it ‘the best 
tyre for you” And we think we’ve got a 
pretty watertight case for saying it. 


STEEL+NYLON 


USED-CAR PRICE GUIDE 
Autonomy 


MOST secondhand buyers have an 
inbuilt prejudice against auto- 
matic cars, especially in the sub- 
2litre market—wary of their thirst 
for petrol, ‘sluggish’ performance 
and repair bills when things go 
wrong. But the experts know 
better, and at least one major 
police force has reaped substantial 
benefits by switching from 
manuals to automatics. 

The Swedes found that their 
manual cars, each driven by many 
different large-footed gentlemen, 
suffered excessive clutch wear; 
since going over to automatics, 
their transmission-repair bills 
have been halved. 

They also found that the Saab 
automatic was only a split-second 
slower than the manual version 
over important speed ranges. 
More to the everyday-motorist 
point, when they tested 10 
‘average’ drivers, all were far, far 
quicker off the mark in auto- 
matics than in manuals. And fuel? 
That fell from 38mpg to 34mpg. 

If you are convinced that an 
automatic is for you, it is well 
worth making the following 
checks—where applicable— 
before parting with money. 

Make sure the car starts only in 
P and N, and that the reverse light 
operates only in R. 

On the test drive, check that the 
car goes smoothly through all its 
gears on a light throttle. Shifts 
should also be silent: ‘clunks’ 
point to the need for a new gear- 
box. The same goes for a full- 
throttle kick-down: driving with 
a badly-adjusted kick-down cable 
can result in a major repair. 
(Kick-down should come in just 
before the accelerator is floored.) 

You should also go through the 
gears using manual over-ride to 
test the effect of engine-braking. 
If performance from rest is poor, 
seek a garage check on the ‘stall 
speed’ to determine the condition 
of the torque converter—a few 
seconds’ work with a rev counter. 

As to price, our list contains 100 
of today’s most-popular models in 
the UK. Specifications are com- 
piled from AA road-test reports, 
the numbers and issue dates of 
which are shown in the table. 
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Audi 100 LS 2600 895 
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Hunter GL 4-door 234 = 1815 Ty is 
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Allegro 1300 Mk1 329 2 2 = = 
Allegro 1300 Mk2 4-door 377. 2 2150 | 1815 — 
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Renault 51S 370 4 | 2250 | 1925 | 1635 = = 
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Our seaside is something special. Historic castles ! Please send me your free colour brochure. 


rub shoulders with lively resorts. We’ve some of 
the most spectacular, sandy coastline you'll find 
anywhere. All at down to earth prices —especially 
if you go self catering or stay at a big value resort 
hotel. Make your getaway with the help of our 
new brochure. 


Name 


Address 


. : Post Code 


Send to: Wales Tourist Board. Dept.M 61. P.O. Box 151. WDO. 
Cardiff CF5 1XS. (Please allow 21 days for delivery) 
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Letters 
Motoring law 
DRIVE EXT RAS _ 


Up the wall. 
On the road 
In the garage 
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HOW LONG do you reckon to keep 
your car? Eighteen months, two 
years? Longer? Do you prefer to 
sell it before expensive trouble 
occurs, or ‘run it into the ground’ 
to squeeze every scrap of value 
from it... ? 

DRIVE’s latest long-term-test 
owner (see page 56) insists that her 
new car must last for at least 10 
years, and explains why, in her 
view, that ruled out any British 
make . . . except, maybe, a Rolls- 
Royce. And the long-term health 
of cars from home and abroad 
gets extra scrutiny in this issue’s 
Secondhand Review (page 36 on- 
wards), where readers discover 
the pride and the problems that 
£1500 can buy in the used-car 
market of 1979. 

Of course, all plans for a long or 
a short relationship with your car 
are thwarted if thieves move in on 
it, so all who have had their 
precious wheels stolen will react 
strongly to our disturbing report 
on pages 32-34. And pride of 
ownership can also end—abruptly 
—if the car brakes behave with a 
mind of their own; so readers who 
have so far given the car thieves 
the slip can alarm themselves all 
over again with Mike Hill’s 
investigation, starting page 51. 

Another way to go in search of (at 
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Sainting the town red, yellow, blue, green — 
_ Patience of the long-distance passenger 
Nowt so queer as car-owning folk 


~ Your nine-penn’orth 
Open mouth, insert foot 


| Member of the Audit Bureau of Circulations 
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worst) the Big Exit or (at least) 
a fender-bender is explored on 
pages 8-9, where a W German 
Audi tangles with a tank; and 
garageman Arnold Handley tells 
how equally deflating it can be 
trying to play Car Doctor to ‘yer 
average motorist’ (page 54). 

Then, naturally, there’s the DRIVE 
Clinic (pages 28-29) . and 
SuperSix car tests (pages 16-22, 
40-46) . . . and our unique Index of 
Motoring Costs (page 10)... and 
used-car prices (page 63)... and 
the regular departments of Law, 
Mechanic, Insurance, Holidays, 
Motor Sport, Money and the rest 
(including a new column from 
the office of the AA’s chief engineer 
—page 25) . plus a Special 
Offer (page 15) that’ll keep your 
car happy for as long as you’re 
happy to keep it. 


Yes, folks—once again we seek to | 


serve and amaze you with a mix- 
ture that fully supports our cover 
boast: The motoring magazine 
that’s so different. When you’ ve 
read it, please tell us how you” ve 
liked it, and what else you’d like 
us to write about. For you. 


— to Ediiv 


Gunning for you! 

It’s astonishing to realise that the 
police have been up to speed- 
trap tricks with radar meters for 
almost a quarter of a century. 


PETA—the familiar, grey-box 
Portable Electronic Traffic 
Analyser, not half as friendly as 
its name—went into service in N 
Ireland in 1956, and has since 
tracked hundreds of thousands 
of motorists into the courts; 
15,000 of them in the London 
area alone in 1977. 

Now PETA is to be scrapped, 
overtaken by new technology in 
the shape of the Muni Quip T3, 
the Kustom HR8, the Gatso 
Mini and the Truvelo Speed- 
meter—trendily-named, and 
trendily-priced, radar guns and 
gadgets to crowd a police 
armoury of speed _ detectors 
alongside such established exotica 
as VASCAR (Visual Averaging 
Speed Computer and Recorder). 
The Muni Quip and Kustom 
are hand-held devices, look a bit 
like ladies’ hair-dryers, are made 
in Canada and the US respec- 
tively and cost about £800 each; 
the. Gatso Mini and the Truvelo 
Speedmeter are made in Scotland 
and S' Africa and are somewhat 
less-novel kerbside equipment, 
priced at £1800 and £3000 each. 
The Muni Quip, in particular, is 
already in use in Derbyshire, 
Sussex and the Thames Valley, 
and trials now under way with the 
Metropolitan police will, if they 
prove successful, undoubtedly 
lead to its adoption by forces in 
many parts of Gt Britain. 

Speed limits and their enforce- 
ment have always been conten- 
tious subjects: they date back to 
the earliest days of motoring, 
and were the real reason behind 
the AA patrol’s snappy salute— 
if he didn’t greet you, it meant 
there was a speed trap down the 
road. Now, the marketing in this 
country of new-technology speed- 
metering devices gives further 
cause for alarm. As the Director 


General of the AA, Mr O F 
Lambert, wrote to the Home 
Secretary recently: ‘The Associ- 
ation has no brief for the law- 
breaker, nor does it wish to make 
the enforcement of road-traffic 
laws any more difficult for the 
police . . . but we do view with 
considerable concern recent 
developments in speed detection, 
and the apparent lack of central 
control of the adoption of 
sophisticated devices...” 

In particular, as Mr Lambert 
went on to stress, the AA 
believes that ‘the way in which 
such devices may be offered to 
and adopted by individual police 
forces for the provision of evi- 
dence of speed-limit offences 
may not be in the overall public 
interest.’ 

The situation, simply, is that, 
with the Home Office involving 
itself only in the use of PETA 
and, perhaps, its successor, there 
is no independent central author- 
ity engaged in testing the 
accuracy and reliability of all the 
other radar devices currently on 
offer, nor involved in advising 
forces on their use. The dis- 
quieting fact is that it is those who 
sell the devices—those directly 
interested in profiting from them— 
who offer the only advice and 
instruction available to the police, 
and who provide, in court, any 
supporting evidence that may be 
required. 

The importance of a central 
authority, such as the Home 
Office, involving itself in the use 
of electronic gadgetry by the 
police surely cannot be over- 
stressed. Neither the motoring 
public nor magistrates who sit in 
judgement are in any position 
to question the accuracy of 
evidence supplied by sophis- 
ticated machines, nor the manner 
in which they have been used. 

But, to date, the Home Office 
indicates no desire to involve 
itself in the sale to the police of 
the proliferating ray-guns and 
suchlike, nor does it wish to take 


a strict, procedural interest in 
their use. And this, the AA 
believes, is a mistake . for its 


own tests of the Muni Quip a 
indicate that it is susceptible to 
interference from unexpected 
continued on page 7 


‘Greasy Mick of Valley Garage? Police here—we believe you 
can help us with our inquiries’ 
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ITS MY OWN FAULT. WITH ALL THAT DEZORATING 
Aen Ae TIME TO CHECK MY BRAKES. THE 
PADS NOT BEEN LOOKED AT FOR AGES. 


DAMAGED THE DIsé. So I'VE NOT ONLY GOT TO BUY 
A NEW SET OF PADS, BUT ALSO NEW BRAKE Discs! 
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THAT'S GOING TO BEA COSTLY BUSINESS, % Lal 
BUT AT LEAST YOU DIDN'T FIND OUT THE 
HARD WAY — IN AN ACCIDENT. MAKE 
SURE YOU_ FIT GOOD QUALITY FADS. 
FIT GIRUNG—ITS SAFER 
IN THE LONG RUN. 


THANKS. THAT'S GOOD 
ADVICE, AND THANKS 
AGAIN FOR THE | alae 
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Insist on 1 Girling | Brake Pads ¢ "To: Direct Mail Dept, 
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Did you survive the last 3 ir 


Winter is murky, icy and dangerous enough as it is, without 
looking at it through a smeared windscreen. 

Unless you want the unnecessary drama of driving your car half 
blind, youd do well to tit new Unipart wiper blades. 


onths by luck or judgement? 


They're high quality, reasonably priced, and they fit most of the 

cars on the road. 

Even more important to your safety this winter, are your brakes. 
You rely on your brakes to keep you out of trouble. If you've been 
In a skid once In your life, youll know It's once too often. Unipart 
anti-fade brake shoes and pads have been exhaustively tested so 
that in all conditions you can drive with more confidence. 
While you're fitting Unipart brake shoes and pads, 
@7it makes sense to change to Unipart brake fluid. Before 
# you tell yourself you don't need it, remember that brake 
fluid absorbs water vapour from the air and gradually 
becomes less effective. Unipart brake fluid is suited to every 
popular make of car on the road. | 

If you visit your nearest Unipart 
iW stockist” before winter sets in, you'll be pe 
ff safe in the knowledge that youre buying 
#7 the best products money can buy. as 
1h = And that way,we'll besafeinthe § 
4 knowledge that we'll be seeing you 
/ again in the spring. 


UNIPART 


Thousands of parts for millions of cars. 
- .*YOUR LOCAL UNIPART STOCKIST CAN BE FOUND IN YELLOW PAGES. 


Travel far and wide ye GET UPANDGOWITHT-LINE. 
Comers eoce itt. 
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i === =H ; aul year out all over the world. 
“DE iol hare as te This year we've taken 
.. Specially designed with the FREE Touring map. =— . 
4 motorist in mind — not only can For example, two nights at the 4 er the tried and tested Glen 
you A fy as der ; el ony ee see ae a} goa range and produced two 
ntryside and most historic y the side of the river Avon i i ieee 
ins 4 Britain, selecting from Salisbury will cost £23.50* per d separate series, the Glen “S 
30 hotels, but you also have the adult. Children under 14 sharing f a i and the Glen fore Both 
opportunity to stay attwo a parent's room are FREE as far . 
F Gifterety batels! Chnuse suisse Onna ane npc fate the a PRES you would traditionally expect from 
two days (or longer), between breakfast are concerned. There 
Soa ah OCTOBER 15th‘79. are also other quiet locations ' Thomsons, complemented by fe) distinctive new three tone 
One payment gives you two to choose from such as — York, exterior colour scheme. 
nights accommodation, early Canterbury or Edinburgh to ; i : 
PeeNaG tea cores cooked ISNA RODIY Eipemmeieie i And all with built-in features, many of which would come as 
ish breakfast, unc your colour brochure . GE 
ar ainage on each day of your today, or ask your Travel Agent. optional extras on competitive makes. 
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CAMELOT COUNTRY MINI HOLIDAYS caravan to suit every family and every pocket. 


P.O.BOX 863, PADDINGTON LONDON W2 2DU (or phone 01-493 2722) i I fal bar ' 

Please send me FREE colour Brochure of Camelot Mini sondace To See Just how suitable T Line would be for you, write for 
i free colour brochure and list of stockists to- 

I BIT er ere toe cate Te ie eT D ee te hae re TOTES oT Tee hatter cee 

ire ime eee. ee THOMSON T-LINE CARAVANS 
LX a Thomsons (Carron) Limited, Falkirk, Scotland 


Our Mole has an enormous 
appetite for work. 

Its powertul jaws can 
get to grips with all kinds 
of things, even in the most 


\ Make sure you've always 
gota multi-purpose mole 
grip wrench in your tool 
kit. We bet you'll become 
firm friends for life. 


awkward places. And You'll find Mole 
with its unique self- residing in all good 
locking head you'll hardware and DIY 
find youre left with 

both hands free to get 


on with the job. 
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)sources, and the validity of the 


evidence supplied may indeed 
be questionable. 

The AA believes that the motoring 
public has a right to expect that all 
such speed-trap devices should not 
be used for law enforcement 
unless they have been approved by, 
and operated in accordance with 
published procedures specified by, 
an independent watchdog agency. 


Triumph at last? 

About to be launched—at long 
last—are the Triumph TR7 con- 
vertible and a TR7 using the 
Rover 3500 V8 engine—the cars 
that, many say, BL should have 
made in the first place. 


Prices of a gallon 

Motorists on the receiving end of 
hefty price demands for petrol 
during the January tanker drivers’ 
dispute may be surprised to hear 
that not a single complaint was 
received by the Motor Agents 
Association, the body that repre- 
sents some 5000 of Britain’s 
29,000 filling stations. 

‘Clearly,’ says the MAA, ‘instan- 
ces of people charging £5 for three 
gallons are examples of rank 
greed, and if any of our members 
indulged in this practice they 
would go before our disciplinary 
board and probably face expul- 
sion from the Association.’ 

Desperate drivers who crawled 
along petrol queues only to dis- 


rere odo TENOR IRE ALO ET 


cover that pump prices had risen 
between 2p and 10p may well 
remember that after the tanker 
drivers’ go-slow of February 1978 
the MAA said that it had figures 
to prove that none of its member- 


garages practised profiteering. 
But the Institute of Petroleum had 
figures, too, and it showed that, 
as a national average, prices 
increased from 73p to 76p when 
supplies were short, reverting 
back to 72p by April 1978. 

‘We don’t think 3p unreason- 
able,’ the MAA then soothed, ‘not 


i, periwinkle-blue suit designed by 
= haute couturier Carven. Now, our 


Maiden names 
DRIVE regulars will remember the 
aubergines that turned blue: a 
year ago, we told how Paris 
meter-maids were forsaking the 
dark-red uniforms that gave them 
their ‘aubergine’ nickname for a 


man on the Left Bank tells us, the 
inventive Gallic motorist has 
renamed his least-favourite ladies 
les pevenches —which means peri- 
winkles. 

Meanwhile, despite prolonged 
acquaintance, British drivers have 
no (printable) nickname for our 
sombre-suited wardens and ward- 
resses. We look to DRIVE readers 
to fill the gap. Send us your 
suggestions: we promise to print 
the best . . . and not reveal your 
registration number. 


when you consider that vegetables 
can increase 10—15p from one day 
to the next, dependent upon 
supply.’ 

It will be interesting to see if the 
overall increase of January this 
year proves as modest. The IOP 
is already pointing to increased 
demand, the Iranian situation, 
tanker-driver-and forecourt-staff 
wage increases, probable OPEC 
price rises, increases in rates and 
electricity, and saying: ‘We are 
afraid that 80p for a gallon will 
have to be accepted as the rule.’ 


This, of course, doesn’t allow for 
the 3p that Shelt has before the 
Price Commission (as DRIVE goes 
to press), nor the ‘at least another 
3p’ that the MAA says its mem- 
bers are seeking . . . nor the good- 
ness-knows-how-much that the 
Chancellor needs for the abolition 
of the road-fund licence. 


Bangers and trash 

With the busiest time for used- 
car sales just round the corner, 
tread warily if you’re in the 
market for a cheap runabout. For 
among those on offer from private 
addresses all over Britain will be 
models prepared by a growing 
number of people who don’t know 
the first thing about car mechanics 
—encouraged into the second- 
hand-car game by an advert in 
Exchange & Mart that hints at 
rich, and easy, pickings. 

Last year, 800 readers answered 
the ad and sent off £3 for an 
18-page booklet produced by 
Chesterfield, Yorks-based used- 
car salesman Stuart Hancock. A 
publication that, in Mr Hancock’s 
words, shows how, ‘with very 
little cash or knowledge’, anyone 
can buy an old banger at an 
auction, “patch the bodywork up 
with a can of spray paint’, give it 
a good valeting and sell it at a 
handsome profit. 

Just how simple it’s all made to 
sound can be gauged from the fact 
that the full description of what 


Thecar infront and 
the car behind 
hadaKrooklok 


lf you think as much of the wife and kids as you do 


of the car, remember a Krooklok looks after them all. 


One look at Krooklok and the thief moves on to 
an easier steal. A Krooklok is both a visible deterrent and a 


physical barrier. It is very easy and fast to fit— any 
member of the family.can do tt! 
A Krooklok helps you to avoid 


all the messy inconvenience of being a 
no car family— get one soon. 


Krooklok cares for your car when you're not there 
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the visible deterrent === 


Made by Brown Brothers Engineering Limited, 


Bedford Road, Northampton 


AVAILABLE FROM HALFORDS, GARAGES AND ALL GOOD MOTORING SHOPS 
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you need to do to the car prior to 
sale occupies just 1250 words, 
in large print, and deals only with 
improving appearances. The sole 
reference to mechanical condition 
takes up exactly three lines. 

Although the author recom- 
mends at the outset that the 
novice dealer buys a car with ‘a 
good MoT’, it would be difficult 
in practice to find a vehicle in 
roadworthy condition and with 
MoT cover for around £20-£30— 
the minimum that Mr Hancock 
suggests will start you off. 

‘Anyone putting Mr Hancock’s 
scheme into practice could be off- 
loading something that is unroad- 
worthy, if not illegal, on to the 
public,’ warns Les Sims, manager 
of AA technical services. And the 
trouble is that there’s little chance 
of a buyer getting his money back 
if subsequently he discovers that 
the car is fit only for the scrap- 
heap: the AA’s legal department 
points out that recent consumer 
legislation is really only effective 
against traders: ‘In this kind of 
operation,’ it says, ‘it would be 
hard to prove that the vendor is 
anything but a private seller.’ 

It’s Stuart Hancock’s proud 
boast that, five years after starting 
out with just £35, he now runs a 
car-sales business with a turnover 
of more than £175,000. 


Tomorrow's spare 

When the top brass of Firestone 
introduced the S-211 tyre, they 
were quick to point out that they 
had no immediate plans to 
market a rival to Dunlop’s 
Denovo run-flat. Nor were they 
in a mood to speculate too far 
ahead about what the motor 
industry could demand of them in 
the future. 

Rumour has it of the possible 
closure of one of the US firm’s 
two British plants. But Jack 
Cornely, Firestone’s president, 
suggested to DRIVE that a 
rationalisation of production may 
in fact involve the opening of a 
new UK plant. Much depends on 
progress in tyre technology... 
and a significant development is 
likely to be the fate—or future 
shape—of the spare wheel. 

Firestone, in common with most 
tyre producers, has contenders 
for the lightweight spare. The 
problem, in Britain, is that both 
its designs are cross-ply and 
would therefore be illegal, even in 
an emergency. 

Despite the well-known dangers 
of mixing radial-ply and cross- 
ply tyres, the company is none- 
theless confident that talks with 
the Department of Transport will 
lead to legal changes that will 
allow specially designed light- 
weight, bias-ply spares to be used. 

Meanwhile, Firestone expects 
great things of its new steel- 
belted S-211. With straighter 
sidewalls, it is claimed to offer 
quicker steering response and 
better lateral stability. 
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It doesn't pay 
to argue with a tank 

Army tanks on manoeuvre are not 
an everyday sight on British roads. 
But every autumn, once the harvest 
is in, the W German army main- 
tains its right—granted by 
Frederick the Great—to carry out 
exercises across the country; and 
in recent years the ‘home team’ 
has been supplemented by the 
tanks, armoured personnel-carriers 
and heavy guns of the other NATO 
forces. Accordingly, the German 
road organisations lose no time in 
warning drivers to waive their 
rights as motorists: it definitely 
does not pay to argue with a 29ton 
Marder. 

With 6000 tanks clattering along 
main roads, motorways, forest 
tracks and country lanes, southern 
Germany was no safe place to be 
last autumn: in more than 200 
accidents, military vehicles were 
almost always responsible. 

Tanks, obviously, pose particular 


traffic problems: they take up 


more than half the road width; 
their crews cannot hear warning 
horns because they wear headsets; 
their drivers have good visibility 
only to the front; and, at night, 
often only tiny, camouflaged lights 
are displayed. Nevertheless, the 
locals tend to treat military 
manoeuvres as suitable occasions 
for family sightseeing picnics on 
the verges of forest and rural roads, 
despite advice to watch on tele- 
vision in the safety of home. 

Collisions involving tanks and 
civilian vehicles are mercifully 
rare in the UK, but perhaps not 
as rare as the Ministry of Defence 
may care to make out: ‘We have 
no record of any such incidents, 
and, even if we did, we couldn’t 
give you any details,’ it tells 
DRIVE. Such information, of 
course, is classified. 

However, news of one such acci- 
dent—and a very nasty one, too— 
did slip through the Official Secrets 
net when the ministry had to launch 
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n investigation, in April 1977, to 
discover how a 52ton Chieftain 
ploughed into a parked car out- 
side Lulworth army camp, Dorset, 
injuring an elderly couple inside. 
It took firemen 30 minutes to cut 
them out of the wreckage, and only 


an overnight fight by surgeons 


saved the husband’s life. 

The ministry explained: ‘The 
tank should have made a right 
‘turn but instead it drove 
straight on.’ 


Not OK, OK? 
In the US—where else?—the 
Federal Trade Commission is 
looking at a regulation that would 
force secondhand-car dealers to 
disclose all defects on the vehicles 
they offer for sale. It would take 
the form of a window sticker and 
list the major mechanical areas, 
such as engine, transmission, 
brakes, steering etc. Against each, 
the vendor would have to indicate 
OK or Not OK, and where an 
area was defective, there would 
Overpage 


have also to be a realistic quote 
for the cost of repair. 

Predictably, America’s 60,000 
used-car dealers are not exactly 
in love with the idea: the National 
Automobile Dealers Association 
is leading a campaign against it, 
saying that such a regulation will 
do nothing but force up the price 
of secondhand cars . .. and a lot 
of its members out of business. 


Bulls in China's shops 

Western vehicle makers are 
waking up to the fact that China 
represents the last great market 
they can sell into .. . if they play 
their diplomatic cards right. The 
Chinese are looking for deals that 
will let them get into production 
quickly with Western designs, 
some of which can be made in 
existing (if outdated) Chinese car 
and truck plants. Peugeot-Citroen 
—the world motor industry’s 
current shooting star—and 
General Motors have both been 
in exploratory talks. 


Roads information 

Numbers in parentheses refer to maps 
in the 1978-1979 edition of the AA 
Members’ Handbook. 


BRITAIN 
Motorways open M18 Junctions 2-4, 
7 miles (34); M180 Scunthorpe bypass 


(and M181), 9 miles (35). 

Major roads open A96 Huntly bypass, 
3 miles (57); A64 Malton bypass, 
5 miles (34); A45 Cambridge bypass, 
9 miles (19); A629 Elland bypass, 
2.5 miles (36); A9 Dalmagarry (near 
Moy)}-Bogbain (near Daviot), 9 miles 
(56); A10 Milton bypass, 3 miles (19). 
OVERSEAS 

Austria Gleinalm Tunnel (8.3km long) 
runs between St Michael and Friesach, 
near Graz. Tunnel and approach 
roads (total length 32km) form part 
of the A9 Pyhrn Autobahn to run 
from Linz to Yugoslavia, and already 
reduce the road distance from Salz- 
burg to Graz by 30km. Toll: 90 schill- 
ings, single, per car. 

Belgium Motorway A5, south of 
Brussels—7.5km section between 
Haut-Ittre (junction with motorway 
E10) and Waterloo now open. 

France St-Nazaire—toll for Loire 
Estuary bridge now 28f per car, single 
Autoroute B71 motorway extended by 
29km from Thiers W to Clermont— 
Ferrand. Toll, Clermont-Ferrand to 
Chabreloche (east of Thiers), is 9f 


per car. 
W Germany Autobahn A3—final 
2l1km of the Deggendorf—Passau 


motorway between Iggensbach and 
Passau W open. 

Autobahn A29—Oldenburg eastern 
bypass (12.6km) open. 

Autobahn A30, Osnabriick—Rheine, 
extended by Ilkm westwards from 
Ibbenbiren to Horstel. 

Autobahn A92, Ganacker—Deggen- 
dorf, extended by 1 1km from Plattling 
towards Deggendorf. Near Deggen- 
dorf, there is a direct link with motor- 
way A3 for Passau. 

Portugal Motorway E4—20km-long 
section between Fogueteiro and 
Palmela (near Setubal) open. Toll 
30 escudos per car. 

Yugoslavia New  road-numbering 
system at present affects only 
Slovenia and Macedonia: in other 
republics, old numbers likely to 
remain during 1979. 
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The run for 
your money 


IT NOW COSTS 6.14p per mile to 


run the average British car, 
according to the latest DRIVE 
Index of Motoring Costs for the 
12 months to October 1978. 
That’s a rise of 0.70p—seemingly 
insignificant, but another £7 or 
so a year to the average owner. 
Nevertheless, while not as econo- 
mical as the French—the cheapest 
to run at 6.02p per mile—UK 
cars are only 0.0Ip costlier than 
the Japanese, and much more 
economical than W German and 
Italian models (6.28p and 6.30p, 
respectively). 

For the cheapest car of all, how- 
ever, you have to look to the 
5.03p-per-mile Datsun Cherry/ 
Sunny range, which has again 
overtaken the Ford Escort 1300— 
last Index league leader at 4.99p 
per mile, now 5.17p. BL’s Austin 
Allegro is again third at 5.35p. 

BL’s Princess 1800/2200 con- 
tinues to have the highest ser- 
vicing and repair costs at £27.52 
per month, followed by Vaux- 
hall’s Victor 1800/2300 at £25.51 
and the BL Morris Marina 1800 
at £21.52. 

However, our latest Index shows 
that, overall, it now costs Jess per 
mile to run a car—a drop of 0.21p 
over the year, to an average of 
6.40p per mile, that can be 
attributed to cuts in petrol, oil 
and accessory expenditure. On 
the other hand, motorists are on 
average covering 29 more miles 
per month (766), raising their 
average total expenditure to 
£988.55), .Der, Year. ub 2 act 
reflected in the Index total (the 
figure at the top righthand 
corner of the table), which is 


two points up on the same period 
last year. 
Motorists spent, on average, 


£15.17 a year less on petrol 
between November 1977 and 
October 1978 than they did in the 
12 months up to October 1977; 
oil costs plunged by £2.26p; and 
accessories by £2.41. 

In fact, expenditure on oil has 
tumbled since February 1978, 
when it was 128 points—28% 


above the October 1973 figure 


when the Index was launched. 
It was 127 points in April 1978; 
113 in June; 110 in August; and, 
astonishingly, it is now down to 
just one point above the October 
1973 mean. 


MONTH-BY-MONTH 
ANALYSES (all cars) AND 
ENGINE RATING 
ANALYSES (post-1968 cars) 


April 1978 
May 1978 


October 1978 
TOTAL (for year) 
—900cc 
901—1100cc 
1101—1300cc 
1301—1500cc 
1501—1700cc 
1701cc + 


Chrysler |mp 
Avenger 
Hunter 1500/1750 
Datsun Cherry/Sunny 
Fiat 128/124 
500/127 

scort 1100/Popular 
Escort 1300 
Cortina 1300 
Cortina 1600 
Cortina 2000 
Capri 1600 
Granada/Consul 
Leyland Mini 
1100/1300 
Allegro 
Maxi 1500/1750 
Marina 1300 
Marina 1800 
Princess 1800/2200 
Rover 2000/3500 
Triumph Toledo/Dolomite 
2000/PI 
Simca 1000/1100 
Vauxhall Viva 
Victor 1800/2300 
VW Beetle 
All Chrysler UK 
Ford 
Leyland 
Vauxhall 
All British 
All Fiat 
Renault 
Simca 
Volvo 
All French 
talian 
Japanese 
W German 
All Foreign 
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July 1978 a 
August 1978 Bist 


MODEL-BY-MODEL ANALYS 


[21.07 [0.64 [71.23 


COST OF MOTORING: November 1977—October 1978 


INDEX 
ND EX | oo e405 (4) coz ntOm mice 


172 | 204 | 193 


Insurance 


[904 [082 | 408 [817] 
6.64 | 0.18 | 411 | 692 | 41.11 
11.23 


96 


Servicing 
repairs 


0.65 
0.64 


7_| 23.85 | 0.93 | 10.86 8.78 | 48.99 


24.38 
24.92 
25.64 


31.49 


| 1.23. | 1.91 | 0.00 “| 3.63: [5.43 _ [926.523 


0.81 
0.89 


11.88 


| 8.50 | 53.22 | 
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14.19 | 0.31 


0.78 10.42 | 1.03 
| 0.65 | 4.45 | 8.02 | 52.31 | 
0.64 12.77 | 0.70 6.88 | 50.05 


9.49 |146.80 | 7.96 


| 51.48 | 90.54 [588.35 


766 
| 691 [611 | 19.22 | 0.50 | 1062 | 0.50 | 419 | 7.19 | 42.22 | 
| 804 | 5.86 | 22.23 | 0.85 | 11.41 | 0.61 | 4.35 | 7.64 | 47.08 | 


0.58 15.94 1.05 4.89 


| 7.61 | 61629) 


| 690 | 7.26 | 22.77 | 064 | 7.20 | 2.00 | 4.39 |13.15 | 50.15 | 


| 841 | 5.03 | 20.53 | 0.54 | 10.34 | 0.00 | 4.90 | 
| 8.22 | 11.03 | 0.23 | 12.88 | 0.00 | 4.42 | 666 | 35.22 | 
j 25.71 | 0.58 | 12.44 | 0.93 | 4.44 | 7.86 _| 51.96 | 

| 8.19 | 50.00 | 
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324.521 0.72 | “9-59 120.50 | 43.46 | 
| 31.33 | 1.20 | 25.51 | 0.00 | 436 | 6.43 | 68.82 | 
43.01 _| 
| 23.25 | 0.88 | 12.10 | 1.35 | 428 | 8.54 | 50.40 | 
| 31.33 | 0.59 | 12.55 | 0.72 | 468 | 8.27 | 58.09 | 
| 23.44 | 0.81 | 12.37 | 0.58 | 455 | 7.32 | 49.06 | 
24.80 )|' 0.78} 41,715} 0.342) 43171718 ae 
| 25.98 | 0.74 | 12.20 | 0.67 | 454 | 7.67 | 51.81 | 
22:37) O25 20.171 OA9e | 6.50 | 53.93 | 
| 23.63 | 0.41 | 12.37 | 089 | 4.84 | 8.26 | 50.40 
| 19.47 | 0.44 | 11.42 | 0.33 | 5.34 | 7.92 | 44.91 | 
i] 24.01 | 0.79 | 16.71 | 0.19 | 5.37 | 7.15 | 54.21 | 
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2 Average monthly costs (f£) excluding depreciation 
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| 63.11 | 
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Supertrol 001 
fights rust 


where you 
cant see: 


The trouble with , 
rust is that it does most 
of its damage out of sight. 
And by the time it’s visible 
the rot’s well and truly set in. 

So how do you fight rust 
you can’t even see, let alone 
reach? 

Simple—with Supertrol 
001, the spray-on corrosion 
fighter from CADULAC. Use it 
as a deterrent, to protect your car 
before rust sets in. Or use it to fight 
rust that’s already there. Either way, 
Supertrol 001 gets down to rust in 
a way that you never could. 

JUST POINT AND SPRAY 

No tiresome preparation or 
mixing. Just spray Supertrol 001 into 


the concealed danger zones: behind - 


Sn STS ie aNTECORROS 
re we E 


doors, sills and box sections, and all 
those other hidden areas so vulnerable 
to rust attack, and so dangerous—and expensive to repair— 
if left unprotected. 

A simple application 
of Supertrol 001: 
CJ Penetrates those hidden 
cavities. 
CJ Prevents rust forming in 
the first place. 
L] Stops existing rust 
spreading. 
LC Protects anything metal 
from corrosion: not just 
cars but bicycles, 
agricultural machinery, 
gardening and hand tools, 
boats and heavy 
machinery too. 


supertrol CLD 


from Cadulac Chemicals Ltd. 
Haydock, Merseyside, U.K. Tel: (0942) 75311 
The car protection specialists. 
Available in handy 14 oz aerosols from garages, filling stations, 
motor accessory shops, DIY and hardware stores and supermarkets. 
(Also available in 1,2¥% and 5 litre cans) 
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Silvair Motoring 
Holidays in France- 
Summer 1979. 


If you prefer to organise the travel and 
accommodation for your holiday in advance and leave 
yourself all the freedom to explore at your own leisure, 
enjoy a drink or a meal when and where you like, the 
Silvair Villa Holidays in France are ideal for you. 

We offer you — 

Choice of Area 

A large selection of motoring holidays in many of 
the picturesque and interesting areas of France in the 
countryside and on the coast. 

Choice of Accommodation 

A wide range of accommodation Is available from 
Studio flats and apartments to ‘Gites’ and luxury villas 
some with their own swimming pool. 

We care about value 

Prices start from: £53 in the South of France, 
£5/ in the Lakes and Mountains, and In Brittany from 
£49. The prices are per person for one week and are 
inclusive of ferry fare of both passengers and car, 
accommodation and holiday protection insurance. 

We care about Guarantees 

There is a price guarantee on all holidays in our 
brochure. 

In addition to motoring holidays the brochure Is full 
of exciting summer holidays by air from Gatwick, Luton, 
Heathrow and Manchester to the Canary Islands, Majorca, 
Costa Del Sol, Costa Blanca, Algarve, Malta and Ibiza. 

With all this you'll find it difficult to resist choosing 
Silvair for your Summer holiday in 1979. 

Contact us today using the coupon below or see 
your local travel agent. 
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SUMMER 
SUN '79 


THE DIFFERENCE! 
IS IN THE CARING, 


Silvair Holidays Limited. 
g 13/15 King St, Luton, Beds. Tel. Luton (0582) 412131. am all 


Western France 
offers holidays to 
suit all tastes. 


que the south of Brittany, Loire- 
Atlantique and Vendée offer 
the holidaymaker such 
variety that no matter 
what kind of holiday 
you are looking for 
you're certain to find it - at 
a price to suit your pocket! 

Two hundred miles of fine 
sandy beaches, dotted with famous & 
resorts and pleasure ports - La Baule, 
St. Brévin, Les Sables d’Olonne, 
St.Jean de Monts, Le Croisic; St.Gilles ¢ 
Croix de Vie, LHerbaudiére, Pornic, ¢j 
Pornichet, Le Pouliguen. 

And behind the coast - more 
variety still. A verdant gentle 
countryside, where fishing, sailing and boating 
delight the outdoor holidaymaker. 

There are 430 camping sites, five holiday 
villages and areas where camping off-site is permitted. 
For those who prefer a more solid base there are 

a 400 classified hotels, 600 gites 

i; f LT ; (rural self-catering see 

Joousmeye and thousands of rooms 

al | available in the holiday season. 
27 YWp Out of high season there are 
=. 44, considerable savings to be made 

B¥\ on weekly bookings. 
And for the gourmet there 
is always the delectable cuisine of the region. 
Its seafood, shellfish, poultry. Its superb wines 
and the distinctive pineau. 


. 


For information about holidays in Loire-Atlantique and Vendée please write to: 
Dept. DVL. French Government Tourist Office, 


178 Piccadilly, London WIV OAL. LP 


Where the accent is on holidays 


To live a bit of Ghent means: revival of history, splendor 

of sites, monuments, antiques, gentle people, exquisite 

restaurants, attractive tours by boat, horse-carriage, car or 
...simply a walk-around ! 


Information special Week-end arrangements: 
Tourist Office, Borluutstraat 9, 
B-9000 Gent - phone (0)91/25.36.41 


FOR AROUND £10,000 
LUMENITION 
COMES AS STANDARD 
EQUIPMENT. 


A Lumenition Optronic ignition system 
is now standard equipment on every new 
Lotus car. 

Not that you'll have to part with £10,000 
to acquire the best electronic ignition system 
in the world. 

£41.58 buys a Lumenition Optronic 
system for most cars. (Rover models £43.37.) 

The result is improved performance, 
economy and reliability. 

Whether you drive an Escort, or an 
Esprit. 


LUMENITION 


GPURANC IGNTIGN 


The best system you can buy. 


Autocar Electrical Equipment Co. Ltd., Chantry Road Industrial Estate, 
Kempston, Bedford MK42 7SD. Telephone 0234 853535. 


~“Protectol Rustproofing? 


‘Saying 


“When Protectol came 
along and asked me to help 
them sell their rustproofing, 
I started thinking of the 
nicest way to say ‘No’. But 
they were very enthusiastic 
about bringing more 
motorists the benefits of 
their system, and really 
wanted to get the message 
across. Naturally I became 
curious. So I asked them 
what it had going for it. 

‘It’s the best in Britain,’ 
they said, ‘because we’ve 
developed it far in advance of 
earlier methods - using 
modern laboratory and 
simulated weather tests in 
the UK and abroad: 

The application is very 
thorough, the products are 
non-drip and cleanly applied. 


_ If it wasn’t good, — 
you wouldn’t catch me 
i C was! ” stirling Moss 


The technicians are highly 
trained. The stations have 
the AA Seal of Approval and 
you can't go better than 

that! 

Okay, I thought, that’s 
fine for Protectol. But what 
about the customers and 
their cars? 

‘Well- they benefit, 
naturally. That’s what good 
rustproofing’s all about. 
Look at our Gold Seal 
system. It has a 12 year 
guarantee - the longest on 
the market; and our Standard 
system has a 6 year 
guarantee. Both are 
transferable and have 
clauses without catches. 
They have to, to meet the 
AA’s Seal of Approval 
requirements. We don’t 
mess about you know.’ 

So they weren't just 
another rustproofing system, 
I suggested. 

‘You bet we're not. 

In fact Protectol pioneered 
modern clean vehicle rust- 
proofing in Britain.’ 

So I asked them why I 
hadn’t heard more about 
them before? 


‘Because we didn’t have 
Stirling Moss to sell 
Protectol.’ 

That did it. From now 
on I'll be telling you alot more 
about Protectol and Gold 


OVAL?! J 


Because if it wasn’t good- 
you wouldn't catch me 
saying it was! 


ek 
/ Yew 
/y Stirling Moss. 


If you'd like to know more before you read | 

our next Stirling Moss advertisement, 

| send this coupon for details of Protectol | 
Rustproofing and the address of your 

nearest station (there are almost 100 | 

Protectol Stations - check in your local 

Yellow Pages). You don’t needa stamp. 


Name 


| Address | 


Tel. 
Send to: FREEPOST, 
Protectol (Rustproofing) Ltd., 
Commercial Yard, Galgate, Barnard Castle, 
Co. Durham DL12 8BG. 
| Tel: Teesdale (0833) 38638/37752. 
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catchacold 
this Winter 


Cars can catch cold too, in Winter. Frosted 
windscreens, condensation, chilly steering wheel 
and seats. 

And cold air blasting from the ‘heater’ ... 

It’s enough to send you back to bed! 

Fortunately, it need not last long. All is 
resolved when the car’s engine warms up - and 
that’s where a Waxstat can help. 

A genuine Waxstat thermostat, fitted to your 
engine, gives your car arapid warm-up. Heaters 
work sooner and blow hotter air; driving quickly 
becomes comfortable. And, because visibility 
clears earlier, motoring safety can be improved. 

Furthermore, rapid attainment of optimum 
engine temperature actually saves you fuel. 

Fitting anew Waxstat thermostat is easy, 
usually being accomplished in about 20 minutes 
without special tools. The Waxstat range is 
available from your garage or accessory shop. 
Treat yourself (and your car) to one today! 


Warm up quickly this Winter 
with a genuine WAXSTAT* 


Waxstat is the name of the engine thermostat 
used as original equipment on over 90% of 
British cars. 


Western Thomson 
Controls Ltd 


Millfield Industrial Estate Chard Somerset 
Telephone Chard (04606) 5101 


Simple 
dwelling 


THE VAST majority of car break- 
downs are caused by electrical 
faults, many of them due to 
neglected contact-breaker points. 
In view of the fact that, in the 
average four-cylinder car travel- 
ling at 7Omph, the points are 
opening and closing 10,000 times 
a minute, and in a 6000-mile 
period they open and close about 
6Omillion times, it’s surely only 
fair to give them a decent break! 

Many people still set their 
contact-breaker points with a 
feeler gauge, then slip the rotor- 
arm on and snap the distributor 
cap back into place with a feeling 
of smug self-satisfaction. But 
some home mechanics’ ideas of 
what a 15, 20 or 25thou gap really 
is can be very odd. 

The trouble with relying on this 
method alone is that, if the points 
have not been renewed, the ‘pip’ 
and ‘crater’ that inevitably appear 
on the respective contacts make 
a nonsense of the setting. And, 
when new points are fitted, no 
account can be taken of wear in 
the distributor shaft and its bear- 
ings, which can also give a false 
reading and compound any errors 
introduced by the gapping. 

The result is incorrect timing of 
the spark, causing poor ignition 
performance at high engine 
speeds, increased points wear and 
even coil overload—and that’s 
only on the electrical side. More 
trouble can result elsewhere. 

If, for example, the points gap 
is too small, the so-called ‘dwell 
angle’ is increased—the period of 
distributor-shaft rotation, 
measured in degrees, during which 
the car’s contact-breaker points 
remain closed. 

There is a degree-for-degree 
relationship between the dwell 
angle and ignition timing; if the 
points dwell is, say, one degree 
out, the ignition timing will also 
be one degree out. A one-degree 
increase in dwell means that the 
points close half a degree sooner 
and open half a degree later than 
they should. Thus, the spark will 
be one degree retarded—and re- 
tarded ignition means overheat- 
ing, poor performance and wasted 
fuel. Conversely, if the ignition is 
too far advanced, it will cause 
damaging ‘pinking’—the metallic 
knock of premature ignition. 

By far the best method of setting 


the points is to use a dwell meter, 
such as our Special Offer Gun- 
son’s Sparktune 2, that measures 
electronically the dwell angle by. — 
taking an average reading of the 
points gap per rotation of the 
distributor cam, thereby taking 
into account any discrepancies 
caused by wear. 

It takes only a few seconds to 
set up, and gives spot-on points 
settings. Simply connect two wires 
—one to the coil, the other to the 
distributor—turn the engine over 
on the starter and read off the 
scale. After that, it is just a matter 
of adjusting the points until the 
correct dwell angle for the 
distributor is achieved. 

An important feature of Spark- 
tune 2 is that, because readings 
are taken at cranking speed, the 
dwell angle can be re-checked— 
should adjustments be necessary 
—without the need to refit the 
rotor-arm and distributor cap in 
order to start the engine. Because 
dwell angles vary considerably 
from model to model according 
to each car’s distributor, Gunson 
provides information for more 
than 2000 vehicles from 1965 
onwards. 

But Sparktune 2 is not merely a 
dwell meter: without changing 


‘You appreciate, sir, that city-centre 
office accommodation with adjacent 
parking space is quite a rarity 
these days’ 


connections, the meter will also 
indicate the precise instant at 
which the points open, and so 
aid accurate static-ignition timing. 
There is also a points-condition 
scale that measures the points’ 
resistance while maximum current 
is flowing, so diagnosing dirty or 
excessively-burnt contact points. 
To add even further to the instru- 
ment’s versatility, there is a volts 
scale. This is used to check the 
correct operation of most cars’ 
electrics, and can diagnose the 
cause of a malfunction in ignition, 
charging and starter: circuits as 
well as in other accessories such 
as indicators, lights and wipers. 


BARRY FRANCIS _ 


David Cripps 


HEALTH 


Three-year 
rule, OK 


ALMOST HALF Acentury ago, there 


was a horrific crash outside 
Buckingham Palace that was to 
put all drivers suffering from 
epilepsy off the road for the next 
40 years. 

What happened was that a car 
suddenly veered off the road into 
a bus queue, killing four people. 
In the car was a bottle of bromide 
—in those days the standard 
treatment for epilepsy—and it 
was assumed that the driver, who 
could offer no explanation for the 
crash, was suffering from this 
condition. 

In the wake of this 1930 tragedy, 
all London was up in arms and 
ready, it seemed, to join in the 
witch-hunt against epileptics that 
has been waged in some form or 
another throughout history. ‘Once 


an epileptic, always an epileptic,’ 
said the British Medical Associa- 
tion. Anyone who had ever had a 
fit of any kind was banned from 
taking the wheel. 

In fact, many people got round 
the problem simply by concealing 
their condition. One estimate, 
shortly before the ban was lifted 
eight years ago, was that almost 
half of all adult epileptics were 
driving illegally. 

Clearly, some epileptics posed a 
real threat to road safety: fits do 
sometimes come on_ without 
warning, and—before the situa- 
tion was rationalised in 1970— 
there was the occasional spectacu- 
lar crash in which epilepsy was 
said to be the cause. It was for 
this reason that the law was 
changed: to allow.those epileptics 
whose condition was well con- 
trolled to drive legitimately, and 
to offer hope to the rest that they 
might one day qualify for a 
licence. 

The ruling of 1970 allows any- 
one who has been free of daytime 
(waking) attacks for at least three 
years to drive a private car. 
Obviously, people with a history 
of fits are still barred from driving 
heavy-goods or public service 
vehicles. 

Today, it’is estimated that there 
are 300,000 epileptics in the UK, 
one-third of them children. But 
what they are suffering from is not 


YOU DON’T NEED to be an under-the-bonnet fanatic to get the 
best out of your car... nor do you have-to put up with sluggish 
performance until a garage can put your engine right, simply 
because you think you can’t adjust it accurately yourself. The 
ingenious Sparktune 2 meter does virtually all the work for you. 
Easy to operate, versatile and offered here for only £8.45— 
nearly a third below shop prices—this DRIVE Special Offer can 
give you petrol savings of up to 7°% (that’s £20 a year to the 
average motorist), take account of engine wear and ensure tip- 
top running performance at a turn of a screwdriver. Handily 
packed, with full instructions, it’s an essential motoring ‘stetho- 
scope’, guaranteed to monitor accurately your engine’s health. 
Read this issue’s Mechanic (opposite) for a simple explana- 


tion of how Sparktune works . . 


. then do yourself a springtime 


favour and fill out the coupon below and send it to us with a 


Name 
(BLOCK CAPITALS, PLEASE) 
Address 


AA Membership Number (if any) 


Please send me 
Sparktune(s) 


This section for 
office use only 


£ 


Basingstoke, Hants RG21 2EA 


a single disease as such. Charac- 
terised by abnormal electrical dis- 
charges in the brain, epilepsy is 
a condition that can arise from 
injury at birth, from certain 
feverish illnesses, from a head 
injury—or indeed from no known 
cause. 

The attacks vary in type and 
duration. Only about half are 
major fits—the classic grand mal 
seizures involving loss of con- 
sciousness and convulsions. Minor 
fits take the form of what are 
known as psychomotor attacks, 
where the patient appears con- 
scious but may be unable to 
respond. There are also almost 
imperceptible petit mal attacks, in 
which the patient simply goes 
blank for a few seconds. 

In all but a tiny minority of 
cases, the fits can be well con- 
trolled by anti-convulsant drugs. 
In fact, thanks to these drugs, 80°, 
of epileptics experience attacks 
only rarely or not at all. The 
trouble is that fits may recur at 
any time—even after an interval 
of years—and, when motoring, 
minor fits can be just as disabling 
as major ones. Furthermore, there 
is no guarantee that a person with 
a history of minor fits only will 
never have a major attack. 

The fact that epilepsy sufferers 
can hold a driving licence at all 
is a tribute to the success of anti- 
convulsant drugs. So the para- 
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mount rule for the epileptic driver 
is not to forget or skip a dose (and 
never suddenly to give up the drug 
altogether). 

There are other commonsense 
precautions, too. For example, 
doctors warn that epileptics 
should not overdo it by taking 
jobs involving a lot of driving or 
by spending long hours at the 
wheel, particularly without 
adequate food and rest. Most 
important of all, epileptics should 
never drink and drive, and they 
should always seek medical advice 
before mixing anti-convulsant and 
other drugs. 

As a more general safeguard, the 
British Epilepsy Association 
recommends some form of identi- 
fication—either one of its special 
cards or a Medic-Alert disc—to 
spell out the situation in an 
emergency. ‘If you do have a fit,’ 
says the BEA, ‘it’s obviously best 
to let people know that you’re not 
drunk, drugged or dying.’ 

Meanwhile, for the epileptic 
motorist, the legal liability is 
clear: any change in the condition 
itself or its treatment should be 
notified to the authorities. If fits 
recur, it may mean going back to 
the starting line. 

The three-year rule is a tough 
one, but not nearly so harsh as 


the 1930 ban. It is, moreover, 
much safer for everyone con- 
cerned. 


CAR TESTS | — 


None of them really have enough steam for relaxed everyday 
inter-city work, but 1000—1250cc should be just the ticket 
for the round-town and station runs. DRIVE lines up VW’s 
Derby LS, Vauxhall’s Chevette GL and Toyota’s Starlet... 
and looks at more than just the timetables 


Pr 
— 


VOLKSWAGEN GETS THE 
ORDER OF THE BOOT 
For stolid Volkswagen, the intro- 
duction of the Polo, Passat, Golf 
and Scirocco was as significant as 
the Industrial Revolution. Unsur- 
prisingly, the new range soon 
began to attract the ‘new thinkers’ 
of the switched-on motoring 
world; but, sad to report, the com- 
pany’s ‘loyal and ancient’ cus- 
tomers found the cars all a bit too 
. well, modern. With many a 
backwards glance, these reaction- 
aries started buying Ford Escorts 
and Opel Kadetts. ; 
It was a rot that had to be stop- 
ped, and one of VW’s answers was 
to graft a boot on to the Polo and 
—for no good reason—call it the 
Derby. Now the Derby always 
was a gamble, but, by offering the 
best of both worlds, Volkswagen 
successfully hedged its bets. DRIVE 
put its money on the LS version, 
and laughed happily all the way to 
the finishing post. 


How it goes 
The little 1093cc engine, pushing 
out a healthy 50bhp via the front 
wheels, is, DRIVE reckons, the 
nicest of the Derby’s many nice 
features. Happy to potter lazily or 
spin like a top, it will appeal to 
gentle drivers and _ boy-racers 
alike. Unlike the engine of the 
Chevette and the Starlet, it doesn’t 
complain at being thrashed, so 
VW’s belief that you need gear 
change-marks on the speedometer 
is well founded. 

After driving the Derby, it’s sur- 
prising to find that, in stopwatch 
terms, its acceleration is only 
class-average, and that it could 
be eaten alive by some of the 
sportier hatchbacks. But no 
1100cc rival delivers the goods 
like the oh-so-refined Derby: a 
top-gear spurt from 30—50mph 
takes a purring 10.9sec, and the 
test-track maximum speed is a 
growling 87mph. 

This new generation of VWs suf- 
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VW Derby LS _ : 


ice £3155 On the road £3275. 


fers none of the whines, lurching 
in low gears, clutch snatch or any 
of the other front-wheel-drive 
gremlins of old. Gone, too, are the 
days of dreadful front-drive gear- 
boxes—the Derby’s is light and 
fairly precise. 

Despite being +cwt heavier than 
its Polo sister, overall mpg figures 
for the two cars are no more than 
a spit apart. Our Derby managed 
38mpg over 1000 test miles—an 
effective range of 260 miles 
between fill-ups—but there are 
savings to be made over short 


runs, thanks not to any difference | 


in body size or shape but to a 
choke with a warning light built 


| into its knob. 


Like the Polo, the Derby does 


| it all on 2-star petrol, which we 


reckon is worth an additional 
li4mpg against a4-star thirst, such 
as that of the Chevette. Built for 
Germany’s autobahnen—tt isn’t a 
motorway guzzler, and downs a 
gallon every 334mpg at 7Omph. 
Good handling is something that 
DRIVE testers have come to take 
for granted from VW, but the 
Derby is perhaps the best to date. 
Wet or dry, it darts round hair- 
pins with notable _ stability. 
Pushed too hard—and it has to be 
very hard—the nose just runs 


gently wider, and is easily caught. | 
On a dry test track, the car | 


remained well behaved, even 
while its inside rear wheel climbed 
6in into the air! 

The Derby has ultra-modern 
self-stabilising steering to keep it 
on course on a patch of ice or oil 
—and it works. But if front-wheel 
adhesion ever should go, the 
driver gets virtually no hint of it 
from the steering . . . which is 
rather disconcerting if you are 
unwilling to let a car do your 
thinking for you. 

Ride comfort is surely the least 
impressive feature of the car— 
although we admit freely that we 
are being hyper-critical: drivers 
of UK or Japanese live-axle 
saloons would be pleased with a 
ride in the Derby, but VW Golf 
owners, for example, know better. 

It took a slightly heavy 80lb 
shove on the brake pedal to reach 
DRIVE’s best stop of 95°%, but our 
graph shows that there is even 
progression along the way. Stop- 
ping becomes easier as the brakes 
warm to their work, and they 
don’t much mind a soaking. What 


charts and figures can’t reveal, | 


however, is the way the pedal 


feels: its long travel is distinctly 


unnerving, and its spongyness 


makes you think the system needs 
bleeding—both VW traits. 


Inside story 

An extra section neatly grafted 
into its floorpan makes the Derby 
14in longer than the hatchback 
Polo. The additional length is 
given over completely to luggage, 
and the tape-measure proves that 
the Derby has one of the biggest 
small-car boots in the business. 
Practical types will appreciate, 
too, the way in which it is 
covered by an easy-to-clean plas- 
tic mat . though puncture 
sufferers will curse as _ they 
remove the boot contents to get 
at the spare wheel. 

Surprisingly, the extra luggage 
space has not come entirely from 
the length bonus: rear-seat pas- 
sengers are distinctly short of 
legroom, even though the seat has 
been angled to make the best use 
of available space. Front-seat pas- 
sengers, however, are given the 


VIP treatment, and can happily 
cover long distances despite an 
initial feeling that the seats are 
over-firm. 

An accurate speedo and fuel 
gauge are neatly set behind a 
single, reflection-free glass, and, 
with Volkswagen relying heavily 
on warning lights (one has even 
been used to replace the water 
temperature gauge), there is little 
to pull the driver’s eyes from the 
road. The other side of that argu- 
ment, though, is that, while gauges 
can usefully warn of trouble 
looming, a telltale light can come 
on too late to save trouble or mid- 
journey anguish... 

Four stalks on the steering 
column look confusing, but the 
two that fall easiest to hand— 
indicators and wipers—are those 
needed regularly. Features we 


don't like are a heated rear-screen 
telltale that’s hidden from view; 
barely adequate headlamp main 
beams; and wipers not converted 


to righthand drive—a miserly 
omission. 

Smokers are given no encourage- 
ment: with no cigarette lighter, 
they have to grope in their pockets 
for a light; and front-seat passen- 
gers just may flick ash down a 
ventilator before they can be 
stopped. Oddments space—shelves, 
back and front—is marred by the 
lack of a lockable glovebox. 


Water-valve heaters are notori- 


ous for their slow response to 
changing needs, but this VW unit 
is the exception. It is all done by 
two very simple rotary controls— 
one for temperature, the other 
for the volume of air. Their dials, 
however, don’t light up at night, 
rear-seat passengers don’t get a 
fair share of foot-level warmth, 
and screen demisting is slow. 

The crude-looking ventilation 
system, with lids that open to 
project threateningly from the 
facia top, doesn’t seem at all at 
home in a high-quality albeit 


mass-produced product, and, 
even on raw autumn mornings, 
drivers had to resort to opening 
a window to ginger along the 
sluggish demisting. 

On the safety front, the opened 
ventilators could well present a 
crash hazard; but, otherwise, 


padding has been added with 


ommuter 
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thought. Nasties such as the 
column stalks are designed to 
break off if struck by a flailing 
limb; rear-seat passengers don’t 
need help to escape from the back 
—front seat releases and door 
catches are all reachable from 
behind; and door releases and fuel 
filler cap are protected from aside 
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swipe. Pennies have been saved, 

however, by making head 

restraints and a laminated screen 

into extra-cost options. 

Living together 

DRIVE’s Derby was well protected 
| from rust, but Volkswagen did an 
| even better job on its cars two 


Pye. 
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years ago; less care is taken to 
protect sills and bumper valances 
these days. 

Paintwork was a street ahead of 
the group rivals, and construc- 
tion standards on the Derby 
remind you of the airtight-Beetle 
boast that doors were reluctant to 
close unless one of the windows 
were opened. 

For the DIY man, the complexi- 
ties of front-wheel drive, Volks- 
wagen-style, hold no terrors, but, 
with a hopeless handbook, DIY- 
owners are not encouraged to 
have a go. Instead, the persuasion 


is to take your Derby to a dealer 
for a diagnostic check-up—a 
feature that cuts garage times so 
saves cost. 

Dog owners won’t love the 
crushed velour type of upholstery 
when it comes to removing 
Rover’s hairs, and—as in 99% of 
modern car 
removed for a thorough cleaning; 
neither they nor the rest of 
the Derby’s trim look hard-wear- 
ing or plush enough. Mudflaps 
would stop filth spreading 
rapidly up the Derby’s flanks, 
and there is rather too much 


water-harbouring trim. Capless 
wheels are difficult to clean, too. 
Derbys have not been around 


long enough for us to be sure of 


their appeal on the secondhand 
scene, but, surprisingly, the Polo 
depreciates more than some 
rivals. Insurance is two _ steps 
above the Chevette—Group 4. 


Verdict 

DRIVE has always thought highly of 
the Polo (at one time there were 
three owners on the staff), and in 
everything but space the Derby is 
identical. ‘Putting the boot in’ has 


been a shrewd move, and, in Ger- 
many at least, the Derby is proving 
the better seller. 

With four passengers on board, it 
can handlé more luggage than any 
of the current crop of baby hatch- 
backs; but, of course, with only 
two up, it lacks Polo versatility. 

The Derby’s forté is mechanical 
refinement, proving that a driver 
doesn’t have to make too many 
concessions to think small. Allied 
to impressive standards of construc- 
tion, for which our ex-Polo owners 
can vouch, it is surely one of the 
best in its class. 


Vauxhall Chevette GL 3- door 


Price £3064 On ne road £31 a 


IT LOOKS GOOD, IT FEELS GOOD, BUT... 


With its Cavaliers, Carltons and 
Royales, Vauxhall seems to be 
the only British manufacturer now 
turning out astream of interesting 
new cars. But all of these additions 
to what was once a rather dull 
family are a result of the British 
company’s association with its 
European GM sister, Opel. 

The turn-round in Vauxhall’s 
fortunes began in 1975 with the 
Chevette—the first British hatch- 
back able to hold up its head 
among the best of Europe. On 
paper, it sounded like a Franken- 
stein monster, with its Opel floor- 
pan, tried-and-trusted Viva mech- 
anicals and all-new body. But— 
surprise, surprise—it worked. 

Four years later, the motoring 
world has hatchbacks coming out 
of its ears, with some very good 
ones from which to choose. So 
does the Chevette still figure on 
our shortlist? 


How it goes 

Vauxhall’s 1256cc power unit may 
be long in the tooth, and was 
unimpressive in the Viva, but in 
the shapelier Chevette it under- 
goes a_ transformation. 
30mph around town, it still dis- 
plays a characteristic roughness. 
But once rolling it’s a different 
story, and drivers are encouraged 
to keep the revs high to extract 
some fun from the 58bhp lump... 
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Below | 


even if it is, however, out of date 
compared to overhead-cam rivals 
like the VW Polo’s. 

Test-track figures confirm that 
the Chevette would now struggle 
to keep pace with some 1300cc 
cars, but noise levels are so well 
suppressed that all the perform- 
ance can be used without exces- 
sive wear on the occupants’ ears. 
Our test car climbed eagerly toa 
top speed of 89mph, and felt as 
though it could keep this up all 
day, sipping fuel at 194mpg. In 
acceleration terms, 60mph _ is 
available from a standing start in 
16.2sec, and 30-SOmph—for those 
too lazy to drop into third gear— 
takes 11.9sec. 

The gearbox is as ancient as the 


|} count 


engine, but drivers are always 
surprised to find it so slick—if not 
as butter-smooth as a_ Ford 
Escort’s. Happily, the box on our 
latest car was free from the *Vaux- 
hall whine’ that we have come to 
expect. Clutch action could be 
smoother, and newcomers may 


find it too easy to cover themselves | 


in traffic-queue embarrassment. 
The last two Chevettes tested 
had a tendency to pre-ignition 
‘pinking’ if their diets were any- 
thing less than 5-star fuel. Judg- 
ing by the latest offering, it seems 
that Vauxhall has done more than 
its worry-beads: it has 
lowered the compression without 
losing a fraction of a bhp, and our 
test car ran as sweet as a nut on 
4-star to give a creditable overall 


| figure of 37mpg. Keeping your 


speed legal is all that it needs to 
ensure that consumption never 
falls into the 20s. 

Press-ahead drivers may well 
have too much fun to notice, but 
the low-speed ride can be... well, 
restless (to put it mildly) on any- 
thing less smooth than a motor- 
way. The crashing over potholes 
can be disconcerting, too—it’s 
felt as well as heard. But put the 
Chevette on a fast main road and 
all complaining stops, such is the 
feeling of being ‘welded’ to the 
road, unruffled by crosswinds. 

If a poor rough-road ride is the 
only price that Vauxhall asks for 
the Chevette’s remarkable hand- 
ling, then it’s a deal that will find 
some takers. DRIVE testers voted 
it the best-handling car of this 
trio, and were convinced that 
it has no home-built rivals. It just 
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goes to show—yet again—that a 
well set-up rear-wheel-drive car 
has a lot going for it, even if it is 
considered ‘unfashionable’ in the 
small-car stakes. 

Roadholding is outstanding, and 
a Chevette cornered hard will run 
gently wide: a driver would have 
to try very hard on a wet road 
before the tail started to slide. 

Road ‘feel’ through the nicely 
weighted and padded steering 
wheel provoked a mixed reaction 
among our testers. Two voted it 
a delight, while a third felt that the 
real feel was transmitted more via 
the seat of his pants! All were 
agreed, however, that it beats the 
Derby and the Starlet, both of 
which are also well set-up. 

Vauxhall seems to have taken to 
heart past AA criticism of the 
Chevette’s braking system: it once 
showed a tendency to fade when 
the going got tough, and didn’t 
like a soaking, either. The latest 
offering has no such vices. Try as 
we may, though, we couldn’t coax 
better than a 90° stop out of the 
system—a reflection that, while 
tyres may corner well, they may 
not necessarily excel in braking. 

The handbrake proves strong 
enough for a |-in-3 hill and is con- 


| veniently placed. 


Inside story 
Vauxhall goes in for some odd- 
looking interior colour schemes, 
that must put off a lot of buyers 
. . who’ll never know what they 
missed. DRIVE’s test Chevette GL 
had rather gaudy plaid seats, but 
the total effect wasn’t too ‘loud’. 
It’s down to luck, however, if the 


eer in inches 
4 ‘ 


kerbweight 17>cwt 
overall length 12ft 11 {in 
overall width 5ft 12in 
overall height 4ft 34in 


Meee ee ee eee a 
Toyota Starlet 3- door 


seat adjustment suits you: fore- 
and-aft movements seems to leave 
large spaces between the notches, 
and reclining the seat is altogether 
too much like hard work, although 
it is infinitely variable. 

The control layout, on the other 
hand, is smart and businesslike. 
Indicators are on the righthand 
stalk, British style—unlike those 
of Ford—and the lefthand stalk 
operates the electric washers and 
wipers. The Opel-inspired instru- 
ment pack was a nice step forward 
for Vauxhall, with all the dials 
easily visible behind one, non- 
reflecting piece of glass. The 
accurate clock is a_ standard 
feature on the GL version, and 
there is a neat bank of six warn- 
ing lights, including one to tell 
of brake wear. 

People who enjoy straight-arm 
driving need to lean forward to 
adjust the heater and to reach 
the awkwardly placed rocker 
switches. Some testers, too, 
remained unimpressed by the 
pedal layout—no space beside 
the clutch to rest your left foot— 
and it’s quite a step up from the 
accelerator to the brake. 

As a _ holdall for two, the 
Chevette is fine. As a four-seater, 
it leaves a lot to be desired. Entry 
into the rear seats is a struggle, 
and front-seat travellers have to 
give up some of their legroom to 
ease the situation. 

The other complaint is lack of 
load height: while the uncon- 


verted luggage platform is wide’ 


and the roof is high, a box more 
than Ift tall can scratch the heat- 
ing elements on the tailgate 
window. It’s hard to be practical 
and pretty. Part of the problem is 
that the fuel tank and axle hide 
under the luggage deck... and so 
does the spare wheel. 

Fold the rear seat forward, and, 
as a two-seater with lots of room, 
the Chevette looks a much better 
proposition, revealing a. flat, 5ft- 
long platform. 

Heating and ventilation is of 
German origin, with the Chevette 
using the Opel Kadett’s water- 
valve system. But, in addition to 
seating limitations, rear passen- 
gers will complain of cold feet. 

Slatted, rectangular facia vents 
offer reasonable control of flow 
and direction, but maximum air- 
flow is a disappointment in hot 
weather. On cooler days, too, the 
driver’s left hand can get more 
fresh air than his face. 

The central vents also make no 
contribution towards demisting 
door windows on a wet day—an 
irritation that becomes more 
pronounced when you discover 
that the absence of windscreen 
drip-rails lets in the rain if you 
lower a door window an inch. 

The Chevette’s droop-snoot front 
is more than just a pretty, aero- 
dynamic face: it’s part of the car’s 
crash-protection package. DRIVE 
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reckons, however, that Vauxhall 
could make a bigger safety effort 
with its baby. 

The roof is ribbed and unpadded, 
and the ignition key and fusebox 
present driver hazards at knee 
level . . . though we did like such 
features as the well-reinforced 
door pillars, and well-protected 
fuel tank and filler cap. It all boils 
down to a need for more attention 
to detail. 

Seatbelts were uncomfortable 
for tall testers, and they always 
seemed to get in the way of the 
seat adjusters. Poor design detail. 


Living together 

While its rust protection is well- 
intentioned, Vauxhall rates a 
‘could try harder’ comment this 
time, especially if the test car’s 
paintwork was typical. Under- 
body protection is good, with a 
hard-setting plastic protective 
compound applied on the produc- 
tion line, and cavities sprayed by 
lance-injectors after priming and 
painting. Long-term rust begins 
in the Chevette’s roughly filled 
front-wing seams. 

What brightwork there is looks 
to be of good quality, and our 
only other niggle is that the sills 
are only paint-protected. Vauxhall 
is doing something about this on 
up-market Cavaliers, so why not 
on Chevettes, too? 

DIY owners have had to spend 
too much time under the bonnet 
in recent years, proving that 
mechanical othodoxy does not 
necessarily mean reliability. 
Trivial things, such as drive-line 
noise, jerky clutches and electrical 
faults have proved bothersome. 

Dog owners won’t like the car- 
peted load space... but, if your 
luggage is smart, you'll bless it. 
Certainly, a vacuum cleaner is 
needed to do a proper job inside. 
Smooth lines make the outside 
easy to wash. 

Secondhand prices show a 
healthy demand for used exam- 
ples, and insurance companies 
give the model a Group 2 rating. 


Verdict 

Public demand has led Vauxhall to 
expand the Chevette range from the 
original eye-catching hatchback to 
include a _ conventional 4-door 
saloon and a true estate. All handle 
superbly well, and have earned 
their market share through sheer 
driver-appeal. 

In hatchback form, as tested, 
the Chevette is short of rear seat 
room and luggage space, too, 
unless the back seat is not needed. 
For some buyers, that will rule it 
out of the reckoning. 

DRIVE’s testers felt that they could 
live happily with a Chevette, 
though, and might even queue up for 
one if Vauxhall could provide it 
with a thoroughly modern, flexible 
engine, like the Derby’s. That, 
they felt, was the crying need. 


Price £2858 On the road £2988 | 
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POLISHED PERFORMANCE—BUT NO OSCARS 


For at least a decade, motoring 
writers have been saying that 
Japanese cars don’t go as well as 
their European rivals . . . but 
buyers have gone after them in 
ever-increasing numbers. Witness 
the record of Toyota: from a 
meagre production of 700 cars a 
month in 1955, it built up to 
50,000 cars a month by 1964 and, 
thanks largely to the Corolla, 
which in 1977 sold better than any 
other model, is now the world’s 
third-largest car producer. 

You wouldn’t think so, of course, 
judging by the comparatively few 
Toyotas to be seen on British 
roads. Though things might have 
been different if import restric- 
tions hadn’t been decreed just 
when Toyota was ready to flex its 
muscles here, and things certainly 
should be different now that it has 
hitched its hopes to the Starlet. 

A typical small hatchback, with 
only a 993cc power unit on offer, 
it's not an obvious competitor to 
the 1100cc Volkswagen Derby or 
Vauxhall’s 1256cc Chevette. Yet 
its price and engineering make 
them inevitable rivals. 


How it goes 

The Japanese mass-production 
car manufacturers UK makers 
know and fear have generally 
shunned technical innovation and 
sophistication to build their for- 
tunes on engineering quality, keen 
pricing and availability, brash 
good looks and reliability. But the 

Starlet emerges with rack-and- 
pinion steering and a hatchback 
body that puts the emphasis on 
function rather than style—the 
kind of thing featured on the 
Vauxhall Viva 10 years ago, but 
heady stuff to a Toyota fan. 

Not that the push-rod power unit 
—a souvenir of the late and 
unlamented 1000 saloon—will 
make his pulse race. Its 47bhp 
output is respectable in the Ilitre 
class, but, presumably in a search 
for cruising-speed refinement and 


economy, Toyota has harnessed it 
to high overall gearing, which 
means that low-speed pull-away is 
inferior to similar-engined rivals; 
to keep up, the gearbox and 
accelerator must be used liberally. 

It’s very much 1000cc perform- 
ance at a 1100—1200cc price, but 
the Starlet does offer some clear 
advantages. It is a smooth and 
discreet cruiser at any speed 
between 30mph and 7Omph. It 
doesn’t complain, either, at having 
to pull from 20mph in.top gear, 
and, apart from some gear whine 
and a prominent ‘edge’ to its 
engine note at around 55mph, it’s 
very easy on the nerves. Full- 
choke starting is faultless, and the 
car has the smooth tickover 
characteristic of the idling Nippon. 

Like all the Starlet’s major con- 
trols, the gear change is flattering 
to use—Toyota has a knack of 
making you a smoother driver— 
and should make the model a 
favourite with driving schools... 

The higher-geared, slower-turn- 
ing engine does have a beneficial 
effect on motorway fuel consump- 
tion, but, in general use, results 
are no more than respectable. We 
suspect that a suitably-geared, 
1166cc Starlet (engine courtesy of 
the Corolla) could be a better all- 
round proposition, but Toyota 
offers no choice. 

Filling the tank to the brim 
is easy and, although there’s no 
low-level warning lamp, with 
experience of thevgzauge’s 
pessimism, it’s possible to squeeze 
in 74+gal at the pump to produce 
a touring range nearing 300 miles. 

With a well-located, coil-sprung 
rear axle, the Starlet’s suspension 
has much in common with that of 
the Chevette—at least, on paper. 
The results beg to differ... 

Not for Toyota the vibrant 
handling and sensitive steering 
that is enjoyed at the cost of a 
punishing ride; the Starlet feels 
competent but undistinguished— 
far less taut and sharp in corner- 
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ing, but more resilient and easy- 
going over rougher surfaces. Sheer 
roadholding, though, is extremely 
good, even in the wet. It does 
flounce over uneven roads, but it 
holds steady on windy days. 

In general, the Starlet’s handling 
is as difficult to fault as it is to 
enthuse over, although its light 
steering doesn’t give as much 
road ‘feel’ as that of the Chevette; 
as with the Derby, the tyres can be 
losing their grip seriously without 
the driver knowing. 

The brakes are a different story. 
So often, we find test cars’ anchors 
to be easy and flattering in gentle, 
everyday use but hopeless in the 
panic situations that we simulate 
in our closed-circuit tests. Not so 
those of the Toyota. Apart from 
taking a little time to recover 
from a soaking, their perform- 
ance is impeccable, and, with its 
grippy roadholding and forgiving 
cornering, the Starlet proves an 
excellent accident-avoider. 


Inside story 

The test car was a three-door, but 
Toyota offers an extra rear pair— 
something that few super-mini 
makers have thought worthwhile. 
At only £92 extra, it is a feature 
that family men shouldn’t miss. 

There’s one key for all locks, and 
the tailgate has an. additional 
remote-control latch on the floor 
by the driver’s seat. 

The driving position at first 
seems reasonably comfortable— 
front seats are generously propor- 
tioned—but longer acquaintance 
gives rise to complaints about 
inadequate lumbar and _ lateral 
support: they are rather shapeless 
and unimaginative. 

The facia is tidy and free of silly 
gimmicks, with a telltale for 
brake-system faults and a warn- 
ing of improperly closed front 
doors. Sadly, however, it doesn’t 
monitor the tailgate; and there are 
no telltales for low fuel and choke. 

Drivers have a good all-round 
view; the wipers sweep intelligent 
arcs, even if the blades do smear 
rather than clear the glass; and 
we like the rear wash-wipe— 
unusually, you can wash without 
having to wipe. Mirrors are fine, 
as are headlamps. 

Rear passengers will notice the 


prominent central tunnel and 
cramped kneeroom, with a hard 
edge at shin level on the front- 
seat backs. The rear seat itself is 
comfortable, though headroom 
and wheel-arches tend to close in. 

A tape measure reveals that the 
Starlet’s interior is similar to that 
of the Chevette, but the Toyota’s 
big asset is a divided folding seat- 
back arrangement. However, even 
this versatility cannot match the 
Derby’s capacity to swallow 
luggage, mainly because the load 
floor is so high, with the spare 
wheel stowed beneath. The area 
is neatly trimmed, though, with 
tools and the rear-wash bottle 
concealed and out of the way. 

Our dislikes include the promi- 
nent load sill and seat-squab 
catches that simply aren’t up to 
their job. The load canopy is a 
poor afterthought, too. 

Heating is powerful when fan- 
assisted—it’s very quiet—but 
ram-flow is poor unless a window 
is opened a crack. Heat doesn’t 
reach the rear floor in comforting 
amounts, but front occupants are 
generally well satisfied in summer 
or winter. The floppy central 
ventilator grilles also respond to 
the fan, but not the outboard pair. 

We are a mite disappointed by 
the Starlet’s injury-prevention 
package, especially after such 
good work in accident avoidance. 
There’s not enough roof padding, 
and those rear-seat catches and 
inconvenient static belts fail to 
inspire confidence. 

The windscreen may be tinted 
but it’s not laminated; and the fuel 
tank, just inboard of the rear 
bumper, is too exposed for com- 
fort. The 5-door does, however, 
have proper childproof latches, 
unlike the Corolla and too many 
Japanese 4-door saloons. 


Living together 
Home mechanics will open the 
bonnet of the Starlet and admire 
the easily accessible and impec- 
cably polished works. There was 
no such thing as an oil seepage, 
or rusty clips, on our test car, and, 
although the front of the exhaust 
was corroded externally, the rear 
is aluminised to keep rust at bay. 
Underbody, however, protection 
is still too hit-and-miss to be 
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reassuring. Petroleum wax-type 
material is sprayed over the floor 
panels and channels on view, but 
the gun’s range falls short of 
more-obscure areas, and nothing 
other than paint and primer 
reaches box sections. It is a good 
coat of paint, though, with 
conscientious preparation and 
penetration into door-flange 
recesses and channels and not a 
nib or miss in sight. 

Wheelarch liners stand guard 
under the front wings, but mud- 
harbouring ledges remain. The 
bumpers seem worthy of the name. 

Inside, the materials are very 
practical—the load area’s carpet 
is tough and well-secured—but 
some people may think that it 
lacks plushness at the price. 
Nonetheless, the Starlet is com- 
prehensively equipped: a (modest) 
radio is standard, and there’s a 
clock and lighter, too. 

Routine servicing every 6000 
miles is straightforward, although 
such old-fashioned thoroughness 
as Toyota’s makes the Starlet’s 
schedule more time-consuming— 
and therefore more expensive— 
than that of most European cars. 
Parts prices are mildly expensive 
—about on par with VW—and, 
with Toyota seemingly  unin- 
terested in winning sales by 
fiercely competitive pricing, 
depreciation is heavier than for 
some other Japanese models. 


Verdict 

The little Toyota is very much a 
starlet performer, and fuel con- 
sumption is equally unexceptional, 
but it does win prizes for its 
refinement and easy, undemanding 
nature. Despite inescapable simi- 
larities to the Chevette in concept, 
it feels very different on the road— 
more competent as an all-rounder, 
if rather colourless. On a journey, 
drivers will probably find them- 
selves concentrating on the radio 
or their passengers, so little an 
impression does the car make. 

This could be damnation by faint 
praise or a splendid compliment, 
especially as it is likely to maintain 
its boring reliability over many 
thousands of miles. 

Perhaps it’s the ideal small car 
for motorists who don’t really like 
motoring... 


kerbweight 14cwt 
overall length 12ft 23in 
overall width 5ft OFin 
overall height 4ft 641n 


VOLKSWAGEN DERBY LS 


Front engine: 1093cc/4cyl, OHC (belt) ; 
one Solex single-venturi carb, 50bhp at 
5800rpm 

Front drive: 4 gears; 14.6mph/1000rpm 
Suspension: front—ind MacPherson 
struts, coil springs, anti-roll bar; rear— 
dead axle, trailing arms, coil springs 
Steering: rack and pinion, 32 turns/SO+ft 
circle; 43J wheels, 145SR13 radials 
Brakes: discs front/drums rear 


Parts/repairs (inc VAT) 

clutch £44.71 (fitting 3.75hr) 
exhaust £56.55 (O.75hr) 

headlamp unit £22.09 (0.4hr) 

front bumper £34.36 (O.4hr) 
laminated windscréen £40.50 (O.7hr) 


oil filter and points £5.46 (O.3hr) 
major service 10,000 miles (2.1hr) 


peryear per mile 
Running costs EOSo 4 46p 
Loss of value £136 1.13p 
Total depreciation £572 477p 


Insurance group 3 
VAUXHALL CHEVETTE GL 3-dr 


Front engine: 1256cc/4cyl, OHV (chain); 
one Stromberg single-venturi carb; 
57.7bhp at 5600rpm 

Rear drive: 4 gears; 15.9mph/1000rpm 
Suspension: front—independent 
wishbones, coil springs, anti-roll bar, 
rear—coil-sprung live axle, torque tube, 
trailing arms, Panhard rod, anti-roll bar 
Steering: rack and pinion, 4 turns/294ft 
circle; 5J wheels, 155SR 13 radials 
Brakes: servoed discs front/drums rear 


Parts/repairs (inc VAT) 

clutch £38.17 (fitting 1.8hr) 

exhaust £46.44 (1.4hr) 

headlamp unit £24.84 (O.3hr) 

front bumper exchange £10.69 (0.7hr) 
laminated windscreen £48.44 (1.8hr) 


oil filter and points. £2.41 (O.7hr) 
major service 12,000 miles. (3.6hr) 


per year permile 
Running costs £547 4.56p 
Loss of value £80 0.67p 
Total depreciation £585 4 87p 


Insurance group 2 
TOYOTA STARLET 3-dr 


Front engine: 993cc/4cyl, OHV (chain) ; 
one twin-venturi carb; 47bhp at 5800rpn 
Rear drive: 4 gears; 16.4mph/1000rpm 
Suspension: front—ind MacPherson 
struts, coil springs, anti-roll bar; rear— 
coil-sprung live axle, four links, Panhard 
rod 

Steering: rack and pinion, 3 turns/31ft 
circle; 43J wheels, 145SR 13 radials 
Brakes: servoed discs front, drums rear 


Parts/repairs (inc VAT) 

clutch £37.89 (fitting 2.3hr) 

exhaust £49.05 (0.8hr) 

headlamp unit (sealed beam) £12.90 

(O.5hr) 

front bumper £18.77 (O.7hr) 

laminated windscreen £38.54 (2.3hr) 

oil filter and points £4.22 (O.8hr) 

major service 6000 miles (av 3.6hr) 
per year per mile 

Running costs edie yh 4 64p 

Loss of value not yet known 

Total depreciation not yet known 

Insurance group 3 


THE RIVALS CLOCK IN 


Fiat 127 1050 CL 

Ford Fiesta 1.1 L 

Honda Civic GM 

Peugeot 104SL 

Chrysler Sunbeam 1.3 GL 


PERFORMANCE BRAKES—pedal pressures and responses FUEL 2-star/91 octane min 
r ; a; jo sh overall consumption 38mpg 


effective tank range 260 miles/63gal 
ess SSUES 


Normal range of consumption 

short journey, suburban 29mpg 
hard driving, heavy traffic 3impg 
motorway—/Omph cruising 335mMpg 
mixed roads—brisk, 50mph cruising 383mpg 
quiet rurat—40mph cruising 44mpg 
Consumption at steady speeds 

3Omph 5/7mpg 
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SAFETY CHECKS 0 = factory fitted option 


steering: energy hazard warning: fitted? Yes 
10 20 30 40 50 60 70 80 90 100 absorbing? No interior: well padded? No 


% efficiency (ideal car's braking performance falls front seats: secure w/screen: laminated? O 
max engine speed within central zone—above, too heavy, below, too light) mounts? Yes — doors: crashproof? Yes 
used 6500rpm; Fade test pedal pressure needed for 75% stop head restraint? O childproof? Yes 

max in top 5800rpm; (ideal car would show no variation) front belts: effective? Yes petrol: spillproof? Yes 
standing zmile 75lb at start; 6OIb in constant use; 75\b in severe use convenient? Yes brakes: failsafe? Yes 
20.5sec Watersplash 80lb at first, 2 stops to recover rear belts: fitted? No load sensitive? No 


PERFORMANCE BRAKES—pedal pressures and responses FISEL 2 sar/97 octane min 
7 re : overall consumption 37mpg 
effective tank range 260 miles/7gal 


Normal range of consumption 

motorway—/Omph cruising 305mpg 
hard driving, heavy traffic 32mpg 
short journey, suburban 325mpg 
mixed roads—brisk, 50mph cruising 38mpg 
quiet rural—40Omph cruising 453mpg 
Consumption at steady speeds 

30mph 55mpg 


Maximum speeds 
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: max mph 193mpg 
L SAFETY CHECKS 
: steering: energy hazard warning: fitted?Yes 
es atts 10 20 30 40 50 60 70 80 90100 absorbing? Yes interior: well padded? No 
=e % efficiency (ideal car's braking performance falls front seats: secure w/screen: laminated? No 
-max engine speed within central zone—above, too heavy, below, too light) mounts? Yes doors: crashproof? Yes 
used 6200rpm; _— Fade test pedal pressure needed for 75% stop head restraint? No childproof? Yes 
max in top 5650rpm; _—_(ideal car would show no variation) front belts: effective? Yes petrol: spillproof? Yes 
standing zmile 60lb-at start; 6Olb in constant use; 6Olb in severe use convenient? No _ brakes: failsafe? Yes 
20.4sec ~Watersplash immediate recovery rear belts: fitted? No load sensitive? No 


PERFORMANCE BRAKES—pedal pressures and responses FUEL 3-star/93 octane min 


: : : 90 “" i ] at overall consumption 383mpg _ 
Si # ea RT Handbrake 36%. Best stop 400% | effective tank range 290 miles/7+gal 
80 |_maximu : 


aradient ae ; Normal range of consumption 
hard driving, heavy traffic 313mpg 
short journey, suburban 3232mpq 
motorway—7Omph cruising 333mpg 
mixed roads—brisk, 50mph cruising 403mpg 
ulet rural——-4Omph cruising 47mpq 

Consumption at steady speeds 
3Omph 625mpg 
56mph 423mpg 
7Omph 34mpg 
max mph 25mpg 

SAFETY CHECKS 
steering: energy hazard warning: fitted?Yes 
Maximum speeds 1Ona20.© S04 G SO 60s 70, eSOn Ove) absorbing? Yes _ interior: well padded? No 
in gears . front seats: secure w/screen: laminated? No 
max engine speed % efficiency (ideal car's braking performance falls a Yes doors: crashproof? Yee 
used 6500rpm; within central zone—above, too heavy, below, too light) aaH restraint? 38 childproof? ee 
max in top 5200rpm; Fade test pedal pressure needed for 75% stop rie pele! Sectional Vos petrol: spillproof? No 
standing tmile (ideal car would show no variation) z shotenicnki ; No G falicer Pallcate? Yes 
21.4sec 35lb at start; 35lb in constant use; 35lb in severe use paoriielads: fitted ? No Cane saneitive tae ie 
Watersplash 45lb at first, 4 stops to recover 
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FUEL MAXIMUM 30—-50MPH OVERALL MAXIMUM TYPICAL STEERING 
CAPACITY OVERALL SPEED O-6OMPH INTOP BESTSTOP LENGTH LEGROOM LEGROOM  TURNS/ 

PRICE (£) (CC) (MPG) (MPH) (SEC) (SEC) (% g/\b) (FT/IN) FRONT (IN) REAR (IN) CIRCLE (FT) 

2605 1049 393 84 16.4 13.8 92/80 11’ 114"- eid 383 33/32 

2766 1118 38 85 ‘Wow } 12.3 97/50 11’ 84” 40 393 34/315 

2745 1238 364 83 (Rees) 10.8 88/35 VA OY AO 371 34/324 

2984 1124 353 89 15.2 1.1.4 88/60 11/101" 391 354 34/314 

2964 1295 334 87 16.6 14.4 98/60 Bere 40 353 33/304 
Overpage: DRIVE’s Everyman reports on the Derby, Chevette and Starlet 
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steering wheels, we’ve pruned their number to three. This issue, 
Everyman regulars Denise Bewsy, a 21-year-old office manager 
from St Albans, Herts, and Roy Kidman, a 55-year-old insurance 
broker from Weybridge, Surrey, are joined by Andrew Perry 
(centre, above), aged 34, from Knaphill, near Woking, Surrey. 
Andrew is married with three children, and another due on 2 
March; usually, he drives a 3litre Ford Granada estate, covering 


VW DERBY LS 


‘I like its external appearance,’ 
said Andrew Perry, ‘especially the 
bumpers and the protection on 
the leading edge of the rear wheel- 
arches. The paintwork is better 
than the Chevette’s. 

‘I must admit that the Derby’s 
performance is certainly the best 
of the three, but at times I found 
it difficult to hit the right pedal, 
and the steering is very woolly. 
I know it’s a side-effect of VW’s 
anti-skid steering system, but...” 

Denise Bewsy agreed. with 
Andrew about the Derby’s overall 
design: ‘It sets out to satisfy a 
completely different requirement 
to the other two cars. I suppose 


that, if it had been a Polo, I’d 
have put it second to the Toyota. 

‘That said, performance is good, 
with a nice ride, and the steering 
didn’t worry me—I found it easy 
to drive. I didn’t find any fault 
with the pedals other than that 
they were slightly high.’ 

Roy Kidman summed up for the 


VAUXHALL CHEVETTE GL 3-dr 


While two of the amateur testers 
rated the Chevette second to the 
Starlet, the British contender 
topped Roy’s list. “A good ride, 
excellent handling and roadhold- 
ing, and a very good driving 
position, with well-spaced pedals 
and progressive brakes, he 
summed up. ‘It’s a very old 
engine, but it’s tried and tested. 
‘There isn’t a lot of legroom in 
the back, but, when I put the rear 
seat down, | had to admire the 
carpeted load space: it should 
help to keep the noise down and 
stop luggage banging about. But 
I didn’t like the headlamp treat- 
ment—it spoils the front end.’ 


Denise commented: ‘I was dis- 
appointed with the paint finish— 
it was shocking. Even the coach- 
lines were badly applied. 

‘The driving position is utterly 
wrong for me: I could hardly 
reach the gear lever, and fourth 
was difficult to find. The car did 
handle fairly well, but the ride was 
nothing special, and it was noisy, 
too. Mind you, anything is quieter 
than my old Ford Cortina.’ 

‘Starting with the outside,’ said 
Andrew, ‘I thought the bumpers 
were very skimpily chromed and 
the paint poor—you could pick 
it off with your fingernails. 

‘Maintenance is made tiresome 


30,000—40,000 miles a year in his business as an antiques dealer. 
His wife Christine also runs an estate—a Hillman Avenger. Says 
Andrew, ‘My cars have to be estates: the younger the children, 
the more luggage you seem to need, and mine are six, three and 

18 months. We also have Samantha, our labrador. 

‘I’ll be selling the Granada when it has covered 50,000 miles— 
that, I think, is the cheapest way to do it—but I’ve not decided 
what to buy next. It’s not that I’m dissatisfied with the Ford, 
simply that I’d like to try something else.’ 

Newcomer Andrew found himself voting with the majority on 
DRIVE’s hatchback variants: he didn’t regard the booted VW 
Derby as being in the same market as its two three-door rivals, 
and he rated the Toyota Starlet above the Vauxhall Chevette. 
Denise agreed with Andrew, but Roy—still convinced that 
Japanese cars are unreliable and depreciate quickly—favoured 


the Chevette ahead of the Starlet. 


It has to be said that the voting was undoubtedly influenced by 
faults peculiar to the Everyman panel’s Derby, which developed 
first- and second-gear problems on the readers’ test day... 


trio of amateur testers: ‘A good 
ride, fair roadholding, steering 
not so good. 

‘The pedals are poor, too: the 
accelerator is too close to the 
wheel-arch—I had to use the side 
of my foot on it—and it needed 
far too much pressure. The brake, 
however, is very soft and spongy. 

‘The plasticky interior hits you 
in the eye and tends to cheapen 
the car. Instruments are clear, but 
again basic, and I don’t like the 
principle of those seatbelts—the 
thin metal levers that hold down 
the webbing look like they could 
be dodgy in a crash.” 

DRIVE professional tester 


by the way you have to stretch 
over the droop-snoot to get at the 
battery and so on. 

‘I did like the interior, but access 
to the back seat is more difficult 
than in the Toyota—and, once in, 
its too narrow. Vauxhall has 
sacrificed comfort for legroom. 
‘That said, the Chevette is 


Richard Taylor had to excuse the 
sickly -Derby that the panel 
tested: ‘The gearbox is untypical. 
It’s normally a nice action. But the 
familiar spongy brakes must be a 
big problem for Volkswagen... 

‘’'m glad to hear that Denise 
liked the Derby’s general hand- 
ling: it can be an exciting car once 
you get attuned to it, and very 
rewarding to drive quickly. She’s 
entitled to her opinion that it 
handles better than the Chevette — 
—it’s just that I can’t agree. And 
Roy needn’t worry about the 
Toric seatbelts’ design: the arm 
exerts less strain on the webbing 
than many other designs.’ 


definitely quicker off the mark 
than the Toyota—at high revs it 
sounds as sweet as a sewing 
machine—and the gear shift and 
roadholding are good. I’m not 
worried about having nowhere to 
rest my left foot. I tend to ride 
the clutch, anyway...’ 

‘Naughty fellow to ride the test 
car’s clutch,’ said Richard Taylor, 
‘but Chevette owners are almost 
encouraged to adopt the bad 
habit. I can assure him that the 
engine is easy to work on, but it 
is beginning to show its age com- 
pared to the Derby’s. If Vauxhall 
could do a heart transplant, it 
would make such a difference.’ 


ae ae i 


It may have been the star for the 
majority of DRIVE’s amateur 
testers, but the Starlet did not 
shine from all angles... 

‘Td certainly buy one, if I had 
the money,’ said Denise. ‘While 
I wasn’t happy going fast—I felt 
it wouldn’t stand up to it— 


I thought it was the quietest of the 
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three cars. It’s nice-looking, with 
a good ride, ideal driving position 
and superb gearbox. 

‘I didn’t have much time in the 
back seat, but it could surely have 
been more generous: the cushion 
is too narrow. And the seatbelts 
almost spoil the car completely: 
I had to fight to get into them, and 
couldn’t adjust them at all.’ 

‘I thought the engine was eager 
to rev and very responsive,’ said 
Roy. ‘Gears and ride are good, 
too, and so is the roadholding. On 
the debit side, though, the interior 
trim is too black, instruments are 
adequate but basic and, worst, 
the static seatbelts are hopeless. 

‘It might feel reasonable on the 


road, but I put the Starlet second. 
It’s Japanese, and my experience 
is that such cars are good for 18 
months and then get expensive.’ 

Andrew started by looking under 
the bonnet. ‘From a maintenance 
point of view, the Toyota is 
superior. I like the rubber protec- 
tive strips down the body, and I 
was impressed by the passenger 
seat—when you depress the knob 
to fold the seat back, the seat also 
slides forward to make way for 
rear-seat passengers. 

‘I think the instruments are 
good, though I managed to wash 
the screen when I wanted to sound 
the horn. 

‘I reckon this is the slowest car 


of the three, but it has the best 
gearbox and a comfortable ride. 
The standard radio is obviously 
nice, and the aerial in the screen 
pillar is a sensible way to dis- 
courage vandalism.’ 

‘I agree with the Everyman team 


about the inconvenient static 
seatbelts in the Starlet, said 
Richard Taylor. ‘However, 


Toyotas do have a reputation for 
reliability—it’s one of their sell- 
ing points. In ,fact, if Japanese 
cars were unreliable, most 
wouldn’t sell at all. Most buyers 
can’t get enough of such cars, 
though some enthusiastic drivers 
find that the Starlet’s polite 
manners are boring.’ 


SuperSix car tests continue on page 40: Honda Accord, Morris Marina, Ford Escort 


Drive relaxed! and 
enferfained with the A A! 


with your choice from the superb, value for money Astaron in car entertainers 


Ref.No.72009. New compact unit giving superb 
reception — even in built up areas. The stereo cassette 
incorporates a new mechanism, with fast forward and 
rewind, automatic ejection at end of tape (and if tape jams 
or power is cut off). Automatic switch on of radio when 
tape ejects. Full specification MW185/575 metres, 
LW924/ 2000 metres. Manual tuning. Full 8 watt per 
channel output. Two multi-function radio control switches 
give on/ off continuously variable tone control, balance 
control, LW/ MW selection and tuning. Three control push 
buttons for fast forward, fast reverse and eject. Size approx. 
7"x5.1"x2" Pair dual fitting pod mounted speakers size 
6"x5.5"x4.5" (at highest point). Negative earth only. 


Ref.No.79138. Big sound, twin speaker stereo cassette unit 
features continuously variable tone control, balance control, 
full 6 watt per channel output, fast forward wind and cassette 
ejector pushbar. Suitable for all standard cassettes. Pair matched 
speakers mounted in dual purpose pods. Player size 7”x2"x5” 
deep. Pods 6"x5.5"x4.5" (at highest point). Negative earth only. 


Ref.No.77732. Push button tuning for quick, easy and 
accurate station selection. Frequency range MW185/575 
metres, LW924/2000 metres. Powerful 5.5 watts output. 
Continuously variable tone control, illuminated dial. 
Aerial trimmer conveniently placed at front of unit. Pod 
mounted speaker. Radio size 6.9"x1.8"x 4.5” deep. Pod 
size 6.5”x5"x3" (at highest point). Negative earth only. 
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Ref.No.78252. Elevates and retracts 
automaticaliy from a switch on the 
dashboard. Improves reception. Foils 
vandals. Smooth silent action from powerful 
weatherproof motor. Five section mast unit. 
Self lubricating drive mechanism. 12 month 
full guarantee. Complete with detailed fitting 
instructions. 


Car Radio/ Stereo Cassette Player 


Car Stereo Cassette Player 


Not recommended for Jaquar XJ series/Daf 66/Scimitar/Vaux. Victor, Offer applies to U.K. only. The AA agrees to hold prices until 1.9.79, PBM610 
Ventora/VW Beetle/Golf/Polo/Scirocco/Audi 100/Fiat 132ES/Citroen 


2CV/Rover 2.2/Rover 3.5/Renault 16. & en Uh GG SG GC ST SSG 


Every picture — 
fills a storey 


Hit or a miss? This is, in fact, a handpainted advertisement for a record, done on 
the gable-end of a building overlooking Shepherd's Bush, W London. It may not 
carry the community message of most murals, but it’s probably more tasteful than 
most advertisements found in more conventional media. 


Remember psychedelia? This was Lon 


1960s—the zenith of flower power. The boutique owner has since had it painted 
over with a scene of people climbing naked on to the roof. 
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Above: All our own work. This was a corner bombsite in Covent Garden, in the 
heart of London, until locals got together to convert it into a chess garden. The 
giant mural on the gable-end of the building above it gives a person-by-person 
account of their efforts. Covent Garden has been especially rich in murals over the 
past few years—there’s another on the facing page—with the vegetable market 
moving out and leaving the buildings to developers. Many are now being developed... 


Left: Two scenes from the longest mural in Britain. Painted along 1500yd of 
railway cutting in Gospel Oak, N London, by local children and adults—they call 
themselves the Flying Hearts Squad—it is a pictorial collection of fact and fantasy 
from all over the world. It took the group 18 months to complete and cost around 
£3000. Sadly, it is now beginning to show signs of neglect, with BR’s wall crumbling, 
the weather wearing away at the colours and weeds and plants encroaching on the 
pictures. In fact, the writing for this work may be on the wall. 


OUR CITIES are crammed with 
empty canvases: contractors’ 
hoardings, the undersides of fly- 
overs, the backsides of bus 
shelters, or just blank walls—all 
waiting for something to happen. 

And, sometimes, something does 
happen. In recent years, street art, 
having spent far too long on the 
pavement, has begun to spread 
vertically, and with official 
approval and aid. No matter that 
the new canvas is a brick wall half 
a mile long, or a gable end oozing 
drainpipes from every pore, or an 
irregular palisade of corrugated 
iron—the new breed of mural 
artist is equal to the challenge. To 
such ‘giants of the roller-brush’ 
as Rochdale’s Walter Kershaw, 
Manchester’s David Vaughan or 
London’s Peter Carey, any bare 
wall has irresistible appeal. 

Mural painting in Britain has a 
short history, yet it has already 
passed through several phases. It 
seems to have begun in the late 
1960s, with the decorated shop- 
fronts of Carnaby Street and 
King’s Road. It went through an 
‘Arts Council-approved’ period, 
notably in Glasgow. Finally, 
it seems to have become part of 
the growing community-arts 
movement: just as no housing 
estate is these days complete 
without its poet-in-residence, so 
no blighted backwater is complete 
without its freshly-daubed mural. 

These are no slap-dash affairs. 
They take time to plan (official 
consent and, more important, 
local approval must be obtained); 
time to execute (18 months in the 
case of the Lismore Circus spec- 
tacular in London’s Gospel Oak); 
and they cost money (London 
Arts Workshop spent £11,000 on 
a big mural on the underside of 
Westway flyover). 

Murals, in fact, are meant to 
last. In this, and other respects, 
they differ sharply from graffiti, 
which is anonymous, anarchistic 
and done, as it were, on the run. 
But many, it’s true, are crudely 
executed and laboured in their 
attempts to be socially ‘relevant’: 
we have yet to see work of the 
scale and stunning simplicity of 
the best Californian and Chicago 
wall-painting—a_ single, giant 
wingnut or packet of cigarettes, 
spread across 10 storeys! 

Almost all murals, however, 
improve their surroundings. And 
for those who prefer gazing at 
raw concrete—well, there’s plenty 
of that left, too. | ALASTAIR BEST 


This is Britain’s biggest mural, claim the artists of Battersea, S London: two years 
of painting across 4000sq ft. It depicts ‘bad’ Battersea—derelict factories, flats— 
being swept away to make room for play areas and low-price housing. 
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French windows—two fenétres in Paris, but only one is real: the other is painted. 
The righthand painting was real enough to fool passers-by. But one outraged 
Parisian put a stop to that: he threw a pot of paint at it. 


Meanwhile, back in the garden—this mural was done by N London schoolchildren 
in Covent Garden. Just out of picture, though, are some flying pigs drawn by local 
artists who admit that they were simply overcome by a desire to daub. 
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‘DRAG FACTOR’ is currently an 
in-phrase in automobile engineer- 
ing, where the science of aero- 
dynamics is being taken seriously 
by some young engineers . . . and 
over-simplified by those whose 
job it is to sell new styles. The 
result is that all sorts of claims 
are being made for streamlining’s 
ability to cut fuel bills drastically. 

It does help, of course, at speeds 
above SOmph, but it has no 
measurable effect in urban motor- 
ing—and may create problems. 

We read and hear about this or 
that car slipping smoothly and 
silently through the air it displaces 
as it travels, keeping its windows 
free from road dirt and even rain 
spray. How revolutionary it all 
sounds. But is it all that novel? 

Automobile trends in fact follow 
a 10—15-year cycle that coincides 
roughly with each new generation 
of engineers rediscovering what 
others have found before them. 

There is more to aerodynamics 
than making a car an approxima- 
tion to the best aerodynamic 
shape: an elongated raindrop. 
Such a car style was tried in 
Germany in the 1920s .. . and 
even racing drivers experienced 
great difficulty in keeping it on 
line in windy weather. 

Engineers have learnt a great 
deal since then. But have they 
fully mastered it all? How many 
times have you passed a high- 
sided vehicle on a motorway in 
blustery conditions . .. and found 
your car steering its own course? 

It takes between 0.2 and 0.6sec 
for an alert driver to react to this 
disturbing effect, and it may be 
another 0.6—0.8sec before the car 
begins to respond to steering 
correction: at 7Omph this means 
travelling some 80-145ft. 

Cars can be designed to be rock- 
steady when passing quickly 
through the wind ‘shadow’ of a 
high-sided truck. Yet many mod- 
ern Cars are unstable in such situa- 
tions, and suffer from delayed 
response to steering correction. 
Clearly, more can and should be 
done to make them safer. 

Low fuel consumption is impor- 
tant, of course, but it isn’t every- 
thing. In every endeavour to 
improve the drag factor, engineers 
must not forget that equal atten- 
tion should be paid to refining 
suspension, steering, tyres and 
wheel rim specifications as well. 

In car design, it’s not good 
enough to improve one feature. 
It’s the total concept that counts. 

MARCUS JACOBSON 
Chief Engineer of the AA 
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MOTORCYCLE TESTS 


Colin Curwood 


HOW MANY fathers—and mothers, 
too—recall their road-burning 
youth when signing the cheque 
for their 17-year-old’s first snorty 
(Japanese) motorcycle? 

If German giant BMW has it 
right, an increasing number not 
only recall but are ready to return 
to two wheels, forsaking the week- 
day car at weekends for the 
freedom and style of big-name, 
big-bike riding, and it has recently 
transferred investment capital 
from car production to motor- 
cycles to meet the trend. The 
result is the new medium-weight 
range of R45 (450cc) and R65 
(650cc) models. 

Mindful of BMW’s paternal 
objective, DRIVE put an R45 
through its paces... but also tried 
a flyweight, 100cc Japanese bike 
that’ sons would love to own: 
Yamaha’s peppy RS100. 


BMW R45 Price £1699 
BMW studiously avoids voguish 
trends and planned obsolescence 
with a shaft-driven, flat-twin 
design that first saw the light of 
day more than 50 years ago. It’s 
a policy that has been described 


as arrogant... but it’s vindicated 
by the R45’s confidence-inspiring 
performance. 


Though our test machine’s choke 
required careful setting for cold 


starts, the four-stroke engine fired © 


reliably on the standard electric 
starter (kick-starting is available 
as an option!) and settled to a 
mellow, comforting throb. 

While useful acceleration from 
26mph in top gear makes the R45 
an ideal city bike, the machine is 
even better on the open road 
where, over 3000rpm (40mph in 
top), power delivery is liquid- 
smooth. Acceleration through the 
gears is ample up to 80mph, above 
which it gradually fades to a top 
speed of 93mph that can be 
improved to 100mph-plus if the 
rider lies flat on the tank. Cruis- 
ing at 80mph is effortless and 
less noisy than in most cars. 

Sheer power may not be a BMW 
prerogative, but the R45’s appeal 
is that its performance can be 
exploited confidently, thanks to 
superlative roadholding. High- 
speed stability is excellent, even 
in gale-force crosswinds. 

Contrary to popular myth, we 
experienced not the slightest 
degree of upsetting lateral torque 
from the crankshaft | during 
power changing—and the R45’s 
prominent rocker-boxes don't 
grind on the road during hard 
cornering. The real old bogey— 
BMW’s clunky cog-swaps—has 
been eliminated by an improved 
gear selector and a new shock ab- 
sorber on the transmission shaft. 

Reassuringly, the R45 stops as 
impressively as it goes. DRIVE’s 
test bike was equipped with a rear 
drum and single front disc brake 
that provided perfect control 
and power, but current models 


have fiercer twin discs up front. 
Thoughtful touches abound: a 
0.44gal emergency tank provides 
a last-resort range of approxi- 
mately 28 miles; there’s an 
unusually powerful quartz-halo- 
gen headlamp; and beneath the 
hinged and lockable dual seat 
there’s a_ toolkit, beautifully 
forged in chrome-vanadium, 
that’s sufficient for major servic- 
ing. And there’s a first-aid kit. 

Few concessions to anything but 
sound engineering make the R45 
ideal for home mechanics. The 
ignition system is conventional 
coil-and-contact breaker, valve 
pushrods are easily adjusted by 
ordinary locknuts, and there’s no 
time-consuming, dirt-making 
chain drive. 

It all adds up to more time to 
spend with the family and less 
money to spend on maintenance 
—two ideal excuses for. the 
married man who fancies the 
R45’s formula of safe, reliable 
weekend excitement. 


Yamaha RS100 Price £435 
Ideally, the novice’s first motor- 
cycle should be small enough for 
safe control yet sufficiently 
powerful to avoid the disadvan- 
tages experienced by riders of the 
puny moped—a delicate balance 
between the fears of parents and 


the ambitions of their youngsters. ° 


Yamaha’s RS100 may have an 
engine only twice as big as a 
moped’s, but big-bike styling with 
a tubular steel frame, good sus- 
pension and generous physical 
dimensions help to make it attrac- 
tive in the showroom. Its con- 
struction, while by no means 
rugged, is certainly sound, with a 
high-quality finish aimed to please 
newcomers to motorcycling anda 
standard package of centre and 
prop stands, adjustable-load rear 
suspension, rear grab-handle, 
excellent mirror, rubber-mounted 
indicators and helmet lock. 
Probably the only part of the 
RS100 that belies its chunky 
image is the miniature 6v/2ah 
battery that powers indicators, 
parking lights, horn and stop- 
lamp; a flywheel magneto supplies 
current to the ignition and to the 
barely adequate 35w headlamp. 
Starting the test machine was 


always a first-time affair, even on 
cold mornings, and it impressed 
with its featherweight-yet-positive 
controls and light handling. 

In all major respects, the two- 
stroke engine performs satisfac- 
torily, with the customary irrita- 
ting exhaust note—though well- 
enough silenced. Considering the 
engine’s diminutive size, the 
RS100’s power at low speeds is 
generous. Fourth and fifth gears 
provide ample acceleration up to 
45 or 5Omph, but progress slows 
from 50 to S5mph, and creeps 
almost imperceptibly to a maxi- 
mum of 60mph. Normal cruising 
speed is an optimum 50mph on 
half throttle—anything more 
requires wearying use of lower 
gears, higher revs and more fuel. 

Most riders should see a little 
over. 100mpg on 2-star, but 
aggressive riding can lower this 
to 66mpg. Refuelling calls for a 
word of warning: after tanking 
up with petrol, there’s a separate, 
convenient oil tank that must be 
filled with proper 2-stroke oil. 
Car-minded owners might be 
lulled into filling it with 4-stroke 
—which will foul the sparkpligs. 

Rustless steel disc brakes are 
now fashionable on even small 
machines—despite the fact that, 
once saturated with rain, the pads 
momentarily float helplessly 
on a film of water before gripping 
the disc. Thankfully, Yamaha 
has had the sense to ignore 
fashion, equipping its smallest 
motorcycle with a set of excellent 
small drum brakes that are gentle 
in operation, progressive to use, 
powerful and impervious to 
almost all weather conditions. 

Suspension up front is big-bike 
style—a pair of two-way-damped 
tele-forks—but the rear _ is 
equipped with a pair of suspen- 
sion units that are damped on the 
rebound only and allow ‘wallow- 
ing’ to start when the RS100 is 
ridden extremely hard. However, 
it’s by no means dangerous. 
Sadly, a blend of styling and 
mechanical niceties at a low price 
must have some snags. Despite its 
good paint finish, the RSI00 
demands careful maintenance, 
dry garaging, and, like its rivals, 
meticulous servicing that may not 
be to every owner's taste. 


HOW THEY 


MEASURE UP BMW YAMAHA 

Engine Air-cooled, ohv, Air-cooled, reed valve, 
4-stroke twin 2-stroke twin 

Output 35bhp at 7250rpm 1 1bhp/8500rpm 

Transmission 5-speed 5-speed 
shaft-drive exposed chain 

Kerbweight 455lb 222\b 

seat height 30%1n 2941n 

max width 27in (engine) 28in (handlebars) 

max length 83in 7631n 

Fuel tank 4 84gal/305 miles (gross) 2.2gal/228 miles 

Mpg—overall 63 ; 104 

quiet use 74 135 

suburban use 56 91 

brisk use 63 78 

hard use 48 66 

Performance— max 93mph 60mph 

O—5Omph 8 2sec 14 7sec 

30—50mph (top) 11.2sec 24 3sec 

Warranty 12 months/unlimited miles 6 months/10,000 miles 
parts and labour parts and labour 


Stocks and 
no scares 


WOULD YOU like to multiply your 
savings five-fold in 20 years? Or 
would you prefer them to grow 
25-fold within 40? Do you want 
to make a guaranteed 50°, tax- 
free profit on your savings—or 
would you sooner collect a steady 

12-13% a year to eke out your 
spending money... ? 

You can make any of these 
dreams come true by putting your 
cash into British government 
securities—and you need go no 
farther than the local post office 
and ask for Form GSI to do it. 
It lists 62 different government 
stocks on sale. Something for 
everyone—rich or poor, young or 
old—from here to eternity. 

You can buy stocks that will 
guarantee your money back in 
one year, 10, 20, 30 years or never. 
They'll pay you interest half- 
yearly in time for Christmas and 
the summer holidays, or, if you 
prefer, each spring and autumn. 
And if you buy them through the 
post office, the interest will come 
to you without tax being deducted 
at source—although, of course, 
you must declare it. 

Which stock you pick depends 
on what personally you want for 
your money. 

A rich man wants tax-free profits. 
He can buy a 5% Treasury stock 
for around £63 a unit which the 
government will repay at £100 in 
1989. Bingo!—a tax-free gain of 
£37 on each £63 invested which 
works out at more than 58%. 

A not-so rich man needing extra 
income can have a Treasury stock 
paying him 123° and his money 
back in 1983. 

A youngster could buy a Treasury 
loan yielding about 14° at its 
present price right up to 1998. If 
he wanted to plough the interest 
(after tax) back in every year, he 
could end up with five times as 
much capital as he started with. 
And there’s a stock that would 
multiply it 25 times in 38 years in 
this way. 

An older investor might prefer 
the 12°/ Treasury stock repayable 
in 1983—only four years away. 

To an organisation lucky enough 
to be exempt from income tax— 
such as a recognised charity or 
pension fund—the returns of 12°, 
and 13% a year are very good news 
indeed. ROBERT HEAD 


Dy, 


Any problems? Whether 
they are technical, insurance 
or legal, DRIVE’s experts can 
help. Write to: Clinic, AA, 
Fanum House, Basingstoke, 
Hampshire RG212EA 


Cut it out 

Dirt has become ingrained into 
the metallic paintwork of my car, 
and no amount of ordinary wash- 
ing will shift it. What can | do?— 
R MAY, HENFIELD 

Regularly washed metallic paint- 
work should retain its original con- 
dition for a long time, but, if it’s not 
looked after, it doesn’t weather as 
well as conventional paintwork: a 


few years of neglect can cause it to 


lose its gloss, and, when the top 
coat breaks down, dirt can accumu- 
late that normal washing simply 
won't remove 

You should use an _ abrasive 
restorer such as T-Cut, applying it 
lightly as directed: excessive pres- 
sure will damage the aluminium 
flakes in the metallic paintwork, 
causing patchiness. 


Vinyl decision 
The oatmeal-coloured vinyl roof 
on my Ford Cortina has become 


discoloured around the sunroof, 
and I’m unable to restore an over- 
all colour with any type of 
cleaner.—J W T BEISLY, YORK 

The discoloration has probably 
been caused either by the adhesive 
used or by the effects of the sun's 
ultra-violet rays (or both), and a 
leading manufacturer of vinyl for 
car roofs says that there is nothing 


you can do that will restore the 


original colour. 

However, you might try brushing 
the roof with a shoe polish of a 
similar but darker shade to that of 
the original colour in order to tone- 
in. the discoloured. areas. If this 
doesn't work, you may have to con- 
sider dyeing the roof black. with 
special vinyl roof paint, available 


from most accessory shops, 


Saucy Simca 

I’ve noticed that a greeny-brown 
‘pus’ accumulates under the oil- 
filler cap and on the inside of the 
rocker cover of my .Simca 
L100GLS. How can | prevent it 
forming?—B SAUNDERS, GORING- 
BY-SEA 

What you call ‘pus’ is usually refer- 
red to as ‘mayonnaise’, and is 
caused by condensation in the 
crankcase mixing with the oil. 
Transverse-mounted engines, such 
as the Simca's, are prone to it, as 
the whole side of the block is chilled 
by cold air. Short, stop-start trips 
in which the engine never reaches 
optimum temperature can also 


aggravate the problem; on longer 
journeys, the ~ condensation 
evaporates. 

Some owners try raising the car’s 
temperature by fitting a thermostat 
of a higher temperature rating; 
but it's safer in cold weather to 
blank-off up to three-quarters of the 
radiator, leaving the area round 
the electric cooling fan unobstruc- 
ted. Remember, though, to keep a 
close eye on the temperature gauge. 


Performing seal 

A corner of the windscreen sur- 
round on my Ford Escort lets in 
water. I’ve tried injecting various 
proprietary sealants between the 
glass and the rubber, but the leak 
persists —V BOND, BECKENHAM 
The trouble is that dried sealant, 
dirt and moisture already trapped 
| in the rubber are preventing the 
fresh sealant from flowing into 
place and adhering properly. Prob- 
ably the only way to cure the leak 
is to remove the windscreen, 
thoroughly clean the rubber groove 
and the edge of the glass, then refit 
with fresh sealant. 


Sealed lips 

I bought a small can of Radweld 
the other day, and was staggered 
at the price—72p for 9.68fl oz. 
What can radiator sealant be 
made of that costs £11.90 a gallon? 
—W J COOK, WATERLOOVILLE 
DRIVE put the question to Rad- 
| weld’s manufacturer, Lloyds Indus- 


tries, and the brief reply is that the 
maker is under no obligation to 
disclose the product’s ingredients 
nor the reasons why they cost as 
much as they do. ‘In any case,’ the 
firm concludes, ‘it’s a lot cheaper 
than buying a new radiator.’ 


Facial uplift 

I’ve recently bought a 1976 Austin 
| Allegro 1300, and should like to 

fit a tachometer in the blanked-off 
hole alongside the speedo which | 
believe is for an optional clock. 
| My local dealer says that it’s not 
| possible, but I’m sure I’ve seena 
} rev counter in the Allegro 1500.— 
| GDAWSON, NORTON 
Unfortunately, it’s not just a matter 
of removing the blanking disc and 
fitting the up-market Allegro’s 
tachometer. there simply isn’t suf- 
ficient depth in the 1300's binnacle 
to accommodate the instrument. 
You would also need a different 
printed-circuit board. 


Greasy head 

I want to. strip, clean and 
reassemble my _ speedometer’s 
cable in an attempt to cure its 
wavering needle. Some people say 
that the inner cable should be dry 
when reassembled, others that it 
should be oiled or greased. What’s 
your opinion?—L BERESFORD, 
PLYMOUTH 

The inner and outer cables should 
be washed thoroughly with paraffin 
and dried, and the inner cable 
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NO NEED TO CRAWL 
UNDER CAR (in most 
cases). Finnigan's Appli- 
cator forces airless spray 
into entire car underbody. 
HEAVY COATING. One gallon 
equivalent to THIRTY aerosols 
at one sixth of cost! 
inspection 


AA indicates no 


rust on visible 
WAXOYL treated 
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EASILY RUSTPROOF CAR IN ¥2 A DAY! 
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activetypes used by many rival rustproofers. 
TRADE HOUSES CHARGE UP TO £80 for 
rustproofing, mostly for labour. DO-IT-YOUR- 
SELF with Waxoyl at only ONE TENTH of cost. 
Pay simply for raw materials at manufacturers’ 
prices. Save up to 50% on many competitors’ 
materials. Needs no further attention apart from 
30 sec. wheel arch Autumn check. 


FORGET CORROSION. Waxoy! micro rust 
killer inhibitor resembles tadpoles! ‘Tails’ 
penetrate oil, grease, mud with magnetic speed 
attracted to metal like dust to LP records. With 
deadly efficiency molecules sink deep into every 
minute pore within entire vehicle surface. Re- 
places air moisture stops and KILLS iron oxide 


fax eat, 


CHASES WATER OFF MILD STELL 7SLCCL 


ARDS to metal surfaces, despite dedicated polishing. Factory-NEW cars hide 
rust pinpoints within faulty seams, spot-welded joints. Assembly line rivets, bolts, crack paint on 
prefab panels. Rust air damp creeps through thinnest gaps. Grows, spreads, penetrates. Gnaws metal. 
Brush-on rust killers can’t restore surface bubbles damage. Every inch of surface rust scraped and 
painted over still leaves devilish rust on the UNDER side. Hidden! And deep in-below corrosion 
weakens suspension, load-bearing members, brake cables, sills, box sections. The very vital spots that 
Waxoy! rustproofs for evermore! Lowers depreciation by at least £150 p.a. 


Most up to date rust inhibitor known to science? 


Waxoyl's rust inhibitor sets it apart from all rival systems. Believed to be the most up to date (according 


to world users) because Waxoyl polarises the metal, prevents electrolysis, halts 
corrosion. Prevents reactivation! Never rusting. Tadpole ‘heads’ seal ott metal with 
exhausts itself with time, like chemically continuous water-repellent skin. RUSTFREE 


CAR ‘sleeps out’ immune to winter rust havoc; 
vicious road salt, rain, mud, slush..Deep within 
metal pores. Waxoyl NEVER STOPS WORKING! 


PROTECTS IN GRUELLING WINTER 
conditions. One simple, quick WAXOYL 
application NOW ensures complete protection. 
WAXOYL KILLS rust outright, doesn’t just slow 
it down. Send now. Per return despatch with 
easy, illustrated instructions. 


KILLS SUMMER DAMP HAZARDS on wet, 
sticky days. Protects raw metal edges within sills, 
box sections, door panels as_ trapped 
condensation drips into pools of moisture, even in 
garaged car. FORGET CORROSION! 
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e of world’s biggest 
ODL COMPANIES says: 


ICI recommend 


LIVENS-UP OLDER CARS. Revives ‘tired’ electrical 
insulation. Dispels water in plugs distributor. Instant 
wet weather starting. One coating outlasts engine. Wax 
content lubricates. Saves repairs. Restores trade-in 
value. Eases door closure, smooths window 
mechanism. Silences road noise, hidden squeaks and 
rattles. Use coupon now. 


MIN. PREPARATION. NO SKILL. NO SPECIAL 
EQUIPMENT. Thin dust layers act as ‘binding’ agent. 
FINNIGAN’S APPLICATOR rustproofs wheel-arch in 
only 30 SECS! Forceful airless spray up to 4ft long. 
100% EFFECTIVE SWIRLING ACTION and shaped 
nozzle, sprays right into small screw holes. No drilling. 
No mess. No waste. 


WHY B16 WORLD USERS TRUST WAXOYL RUSTPROOPING 


WAXOYL DOES AS IT SAYS. Kills rust. Users report: 
SWISS GOVT. LAB TESTS: ‘Rust stopping 
qualities very good’. CITROEN CAR CLUB: ‘Fantastic 


“Of all rustproofers stuff’. BRITISH STEEL CRP’N: ‘Most satisfactory’. 
tested, ONLY WAXOYL SWISS : AUTO RACING A.G.: _ Clean, easy 
KILLS existin e application. No _ after-cleaning’. WESTERLY 

sung rus MARINE, PORTSMOUTH: ‘Waxoyl protectian 


excellent on marine diesel oil tanks’. (Tank bases 


otherwise impossible to rustproof, standing on 
derma gids supports). MOTOR MAGAZINE: ‘Remains active 
or brine indefinitely’. CHRYSLER CENTRE, BASEL: 


circulation 
pipes 


‘Application so clean. Entirely satisfied’. ROVER 
SPORTS REG. MEMBER: ‘197,000 miles. No sign of 
Waxoyl penetration’. LEICESTER: ‘On ‘72 Beetle, 


since new; extremely satisfied’. 


NEVER COMPACTS WITH AGE waxoy! 
flexes with vibration, outlasts conventional underbody 
seals that as you've probably observed, often oxidise; 
crack, flake off. Expose metal to air moisture rusting. 
Waxoy! actually benefits existing body seals, prolongs 
life. Makes and keeps them soft and supple. As further 
bonus, Waxoyl re-seals broken areas. Kills invading rust 
spores. Holds top book price value! 


WAXOYL is clean, exceptionally easy and quick to 
apply. Order now, deal direct with an old established 
manufacturing concern, with world wide reputation for 
honesty and fair dealing. Order with every confidence. 


ORDER DIRECT. Personal callers welcome 9 till 
4.30 Mon.-Fri. MINI & 1100 SIZES. 5 litres (1.1 gal.) 
£4.98 + 85p carr. LARGE SALOONS: 10 litres (2.2 
gal.) £9.27 + 85p 20 litres (4.4 gal.) DRUM £17.16 + 
95p. Finnigan’sApplicator£1.95, 28pp/p. 
TRIAL OFFER: 500 mi (.88pt) TIN for 
your trigger oil can test behind chrome (AL 
strips (or brush on door edges, free TRI R 
brake linkages, etc). Watch Waxoyl OFFE 
chase water off a simple metal strip. 

Quite amazing! Send 85p add 58p. 
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should be wiped sparingly with light 
oil before refitting. A thick oil or 
grease will only aggravate needle- 
waver, and the lubricant could work 
its way up to the speedometer head 
to cause further problems. 


Complete washout 

I’m plagued by algae that live in 
my windscreen-washer reservoir 
(the Ford type, that can’t easily be 
removed), and clumps frequently 
block the pipe’s filter. Is there 
an additive that I can use to kill 
this pest? Would distilled water 
help?—M TILBURY, WINDSOR 

The growth will also occur in dis- 
tilled water, and there's no way to 
prevent it other than regular use of 
screenwash fluid—after cleaning 
out the contaminated reservoir with 
detergent, Milton or Campden 
tablets (as used in wine-making) 
and a bottle-brush. The barbed 
spring-clips that retain the Ford 
reservoir can be levered off their 
pegs witha screwdriver, but you will 
need new clips to replace them. 


Pep talk 

I bought a new battery to solve 
winter-starting troubles, but the 
original still has some useful life. 
Can you tell me how best to store 
and maintain it?—G STONE, EYE 
Top-up the cells with distilled water 
and charge the battery fully, then 
clean the casing and store in a cool 
area. Check regularly the specific 
gravity of the electrolyte with a 
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hydrometer to ensure that the bat- 


tery is holding its charge and, if 


necessary, give it a booster charge. 
Regular checks are essential, for 
if.a battery is left flat for only a few 
days it will be a complete write-off. 
The sooner you fit it to a car, even 


for occasional use, the better. 


Oil strike 


I recently bought a secondhand 
car that uses a pint of oil every 
400 miles or so. I was about to buy 
a gallon of oil to keep the engine 
topped up when I discovered more 
than half a gallon in a can that I 
bought when I last had a car, 
five years ago. Will this oil still be 
usable?—P BOYLE, SUNDERLAND 

If motor oil is stored under reason- 


®> | 


for example 


able conditions—away from heat, 
it has no_ specific 
‘shelf life’, even when a can has been 
opened. Provided the inside has not 
gone rusty and the oil in it appears 
to be clean, it should be quite satis- 
factory. A leading oil manufacturer 
sums it up by saying: ‘If it looks all 
right, it is allright.’ 


Conflicting statements 

Last year | bought a new car by 
trading-in my old one and paying 
the balance in cash. I asked for an 
itemised statement and was told 
that this would be forwarded. It 
wasnt. Five months later the 


garage sent mea letter stating that 
my account was £200 in arrears. 
my solicitor eventually 


When 


obtained a statement of my 
account from the garage, it dif- 
fered greatly from the agreed sale, 
charging extra for items that were 
supposed to be included in the 
price. Worse still, the allowance 
on the car I'd traded-in was less 
than that originally agreed. Can 
you advise me how I should now 
proceed?—A FENTON, BOSTON 
Notify vour local trading standards 
officer—an official of your local 
authority—of the details of the 
transaction, and ask him to con- 
sider whether an offence has been 
committed under the . Trades 
Description Act. Act quickly, how- 
ever, or you may be prevented from 
starting proceedings by the time 
limits imposed by the Act. 


Konkyng 


‘Ten years ago it was a worthless old wreck, so I dumped it in a field in Dorset— 
last year I went back and saved it as an investment 
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Special value holidays for motorists to CLECHOSLOVAKIA are offered through 
CEDOK, the National Travel Agency. Stay in inexpensive hotels and chaiets and 
visit Czechoslovakia’s ancient towns and castles, beautiful Prague and Bratislava, 
the romantic spas of Marienbad and Carlsbad or the breathtaking scenery of The 
High and Low Tatras. There is plenty to see and do, numerous lakes for swimming 
and angling, shop for souvenirs and enjoy the excellent cuisine. For further 
details of these and other package holidays to CZECHOSLOVAKIA please 
contact CZECHOSLOVAK TRAVEL BUREAU CEDOK (LONDON) Ltd. 17 Old 
Bond Street, London W.1. Telephone 01-629 6058. 
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Here’s an open invitation to all AA members to 
join the AA Travel Club. 

It's the latest addition to the AA’s growing list of 
special deals for members. 

A new service that provides low cost holidays 
around the world and numerous other travel advantages. 

If you’re already a member of the AA you can join 
the AA Member's Travel Club for just £3 per year (a mere 
drop in the ocean compared to the money you'll save). 

You'll be sent a free colour magazine six times a 
year, packed with articles on popular resorts, advice on 
travel and an ever changing list of exclusive holidays on 
special offer at bargain prices. 

As well as those holidays that are specifically 
mentioned in the magazine you can book any holiday 
from the top names in the business like Thomson, Global, 
Sovereign, Argosy and Cosmos. 

In return you'll be offered £5 vouchers for every 
£100 worth of holiday. you book. 

And the vouchers you'll receive can be exchanged 
against a variety of quality goods from the AA’s summer 
catalogue which includes such items as cameras, 
binoculars, suitcases etc. 

A few good reasons for joining Travel Club. 

Besides all that, you'll be able to take advantage of 
low priced flights to North America coupled with 
reduced cost insurance coverage. 

‘Hire cars on holiday at special reduced rates. Take 
out personal travel insurance for a small fee. 


-NowAA members can get 
bargain holidays for £3. 


And pay noservice charge whena passportorvisa 
is required. 


A small selection of holidays from the 
wide range you can choose from. 


Club 
Prices 
from 


Majorca, 14 day, 3 star hotel 
Greek Islands, Self Catering 


New York/Boston Tour 
Fly Drive Canada 


In fact, believe it or not, there are even more 
offers, bargains and perks to tempt you into applying for 
membership but they literally take up a whole magazine. 

If you'd like to see a copy of the magazine with all 
the facts, just send the coupon below. 

If, on the other hand, this ad has already con- 
vinced you to join the AA Travel Club, simply include 
three pounds with your coupon(cheques made payable to 
AA Members Travel Club). 

Alternatively, you can call in at your local AA or 
Arena Travel Agency enrol there and pick up a magazine. 


| Send to: AA Travel Club, FREEPOST, Basingstoke, 
Hants. RG21 2EA. 


ES linclude a cheque/PO for £3 annual subscription, 
i please make me a member of the AA Travel Club. 


fel Please send me more information 
Name 
Address 


AA Membership No. 


___ Driver’s mate 


I CAN TELL left from right . . . with a bit 
of concentration; I can read; and I never 
learned to drive. These are the qualifica- 
tions that get me called on to act as 
driver’s mate, navigating on days out, 
business journeys, and what are jokingly 
called pleasure trips. 

I don’t enjoy navigating. Once at the 
wheel, drivers (usually husbands or rela- 
tives—no mere friendship could survive 
the strain) aren’t inclined to overlook 
their mates’ shortcomings. And they'll 
certainly reveal a few of their own within 
an hour on the road. 

I don’t volunteer my services, either— 
I simply don’t have much option. ‘’m 
going to Salisbury tomorrow. I'd like you 
to come,’ may sound flattering, but it 
means I’ve been press-ganged. 

I know that any confidence in my ability 
as driver’s mate is deeply misplaced, so 
I try to work out routes beforehand. I 
have two aids: one is The Map, an enor- 
mous chart of the British Isles, worn 
and patched with sticky tape; the other 
is a book of smaller maps all showing 
roads leading to the margin, where they 
come to an abrupt end with the words: 
‘See Over’ or ‘Continued on page 38’. 

I note the main towns through which 
we'll be passing, and whether the route 
goes roughly up, down or sideways across 
the map. And later, to the driver’s ‘All 
right then?’, the journey begins. 

And it is all right for a while, because we 
both know the local area, and the depth 
of my incompetence has either been for- 
gotten or has yet to be plumbed. At this 
stage, the only jarring note is the 
behaviour of other road-users. 

While my driver roundly offers his 
opinion of them and their misdeeds, I 
need only sit back and agree. But I must 
admit to feeling inadequate when I’m 
asked to read their minds. 

‘What the devil is he going to do?’ is 
hard enough to answer. But ‘What the 


Roy Hahner 


devil does he think he’s going to do?’ is 
quite beyond me. I can only make sooth- 
ing noises. The pattern of the journey is 
beginning to emerge. 

My work starts when we leave known 
territory. At first, I rely on memory and 
signposts, which means trying to read 
several names in a flash—like having an 
eye test in a hurry. When I do manage 
to make out a name, it isn’t one that I 
remember seeing on the map the pre- 
vious evening. But there it is, posted mile 
after mile, unsought for and unheard of, 
while the town that I want gets no 
mention; clearly, it has disappeared with- 
out trace—or changed its name. 

Having had little success with signposts, 
and with the atmosphere becoming 
frosty, | put on my glasses and open The 
Map. It spreads over the entire front of 
the car, rustling against the driver, who 
doesn’t react well to the intrusion. I fold 
it, and have to keep turning it over and 
refolding it to find the sections as 
required. 

All of this slows progress, increases 
heavy breathing, and brings only slight 
success if by chance The Map is up-to- 
date and in good repair. 

I used to make predictions. ‘We’re 
coming to crossroads. The road forks left 
by a pub.’ But we didn’t, and it didn’t. 

I can remember once turning from one 
section to the next, and announcing: 
‘First right, Bootle.’ 

‘Bootle?’ squawked the driver. ‘We’re 
in the Cotswolds!’ 

We pulled up, so that the driver could 
see for himself this remarkable geo- 
graphical phenomenon, clearly indicated. 
I waited for an apology. Instead came a 
bull-like roar. 

‘Who mended this map? There are 
umpteen sections stuck in the wrong 
place. Sunderland in the Vale of Kent; 
the entire Lake District upside down!’ 

On those frequent occasions that The 
Map fails, I open my book, which means 
I must keep making unpopular requests. 
‘The road continues on page 48. You’ll 
have to wait till I find it.’ 

‘With a queue of cars behind me?’ 

We slow down slightly. I had Aber- 
gavenny on page 13, but where is it on 
page 48? We’re being hooted, and blood- 
pressure is rising. I track it down—in the 
top lefthand corner;, on page 13, it was 
bottom right... 


‘Is it my fault,’ I ask reasonably, ‘if 


places keep moving?’ 
With so little going for me, I have some- 
times shown a flash of rebellion. Once I 


contrived to forget my glasses. Another 
time the motorist behind was the cause 
of so much ranting that I thought he 
should be on the receiving end: as he 
passed us, I shouted from the window 
what we thought of him. 

He pulled up, barring our way, over- 
weight and clearly roused. My driver, 
irritated as much by my foolhardiness as 
by this unceremonious hold-up, was 
ready to tackle all-comers. Our chal- 
lenger strode over, gave me a brief look 
as I sat, glasses askew, peering bleakly 
over my tattered map. Then he nodded 
understandingly, and returned to his car. 

On another occasion, a particularly try- 
ing journey came to an impasse at a 
T-junction where a signpost standing 
before a hedge showed both left and right 
arms marked with the same town. 

‘Which way?’ asked my driver. 

‘Straight on,’ I replied. 

CYNTHIA WOODWARD 
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MPOSSIBLE? Highly unlikely? If that’s 

your reaction to the tale of Alan and 
Ann, you could be in for a rude awaken- 
ing. For the grim fact is that if your car is 
stolen today, the chances of recovering it 
intact are slim indeed. 

As Alan and Ann discovered, many 
police forces, due to manpower shortages, 
no longer pick up abandoned stolen 
vehicles and take them to the safety of a 
car pound. Neither do they relay theft 
reports to insurers—the direct result of 
which has been to make many insurance 
companies treat all stolen-vehicle claims 
with suspicion. 

All this against the belief that, in Britain 
today, one vehicle is driven away without 
permission every minute. And in London 
alone, ‘auto-crime’ (which includes thefts 
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YES,WEVE GoT TH 
ALL RIGHT...AND IT 


from vehicles) accounts for almost a third of 


all indictable offences. 

Three years ago, Sir Robert Mark, then 
commissioner of the Metropolitan police, 
warned that he simply did not have 
enough men to counter the rise in auto- 
crime in the capital, and that the onus 
for crime prevention had to fall on the 
owners of vehicles. Then, in December 
1976, the Metropolitan police announced 
that it could no longer recover stolen cars 
found abandoned: they would have to 
Stay in the streets until their owners 
collected them. 

The final crunch came a year ago, when 
the Association of Chief Police Officers 
stated that, ‘on the grounds of economic 
stringencies and shortage of manpower’, 
the police could no longer continue to 
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POLICE IN LONDON 
AND MANY OTHER 


CITIES SIMPLY HAVE 


furnish insurance companies with details 
of vehicle thefts reported to them . 

Since then, talks have been held to bring 
some degree of order to the mounting 
chaos. Last May, a meeting between the 
British Insurance Association, the Home 
Office and ACPO led to the setting up of 
a working party charged with finding 
ways of easing the police’s burden of 
paperwork. 

There is the suggestion that the police 
should send copies of car-theft entries in 
station ‘incident’ books direct to insurers; 
but administrative difficulties are involved, 
and the idea is unlikely to represent a 
satisfactory long-term solution. 

In many areas, it is true, the police are 
now helping out by confirming details of 
car thefts; but only after insurance com- 
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panies have settled claims—a situation 
‘that still allows the unscrupulous plenty 
_of scope for action. 

_ The inevitable outcome is that motorists 
will soon be faced by higher insurance 
premiums. 

_ The police are not supposed to reveal, 
‘over the telephone, the exact where- 
abouts of any abandoned stolen vehicle, 
as a safeguard against it being stolen 
twice. Its owner must go to the police 
station, identify himself and produce the 
vehicle’s registration document before 
being told the car’s location—a tedious 
business. 

‘In fact, the police are often more helpful 
than the rules demand. For example, one 
‘motorcycle, stolen in Islington, N London, 
was dumped seven miles east at Wanstead, 
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where the police found it within four days. 
But, by that time, £175-worth of parts 
were missing, and when a local bobby 
saw its deteriorating condition he called 
a police van and took it into the safety of 
the station yard. ‘Another two days, and 
there’d have been nothing left,’ he says. 
Other owners are not so lucky. A Ford 
Capri was discovered in an underground 
carpark after four weeks . . . but had been 
standing there for three of them, stripped 
of its wheels. In Tottenham, N London, 
a BLMC 1100 was stolen—and found— 
on three occasions. Each time the owner 
went to collect it, it had gone .. . not be- 
cause it had been re-stolen, but because 
the thief was using it as everyday transport. 
Vehicles are usually found because they 
‘look abandoned’. It’s a fact that’s noted 
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by spare-parts thieves as well as the 
police. Which is why in Birmingham 
they bring in all cars that have been 
stolen from outside the area, and which 
their owners will take some time to claim, 
and immobilise those stolen locally. In 
Bristol, they use a Belfry lock—a chain 
locking the car’s steering to its clutch 
pedal—to keep them where they are, at 
least, until their owners arrive. 

The decision of the police not to notify 
insurance companies officially of thefts 
applies throughout England, Wales and 
N Ireland (but not in Scotland, where 
insurers pay the police for the informa- 
tion). And the howl of protest that arose 
from the insurance world at news of it 
surprised police chiefs. 

Vic Howden, deputy claims manager of 
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Noel Ford 


CAR THEFTS 


Milestone motor policies at Lloyd’s, 
explains: ‘A year ago, an insurance com- 
pany would write to the police after it had 
received a claim, requesting details fur- 
nished to them at the time. The police 
would reply on a standard form, reporting 
vehicle and contents, and informing the 
company if subsequently it had been re- 
covered. On | February 1978 the police 
stopped returning the forms, and refused 
even to confirm that a car theft had been 
reported.’ 

Insurance companies are always vulner- 
able to fraudulent claims, and have 
regarded their traditional close contact 
with the police as some sort of an ele- 
mentary safeguard. With that gone, 
Howden confirms that crooks are given 
an easy time; owners of rusty old heaps 
are tempted to try to claim their good- 
condition market price; expensive acces- 
sories suddenly get added on claims 
forms; valuable personal items seem 
increasingly to go missing. 

General Accident tells DRIVE that 
there are now also many cases where 
owners with only third-party, fire and 
theft policies report their vehicles stolen 
after having had an accident .. . and 
claim the cost of the accident-damage 
repairs, saying that it has been caused 
by the thief. 

‘Unless there is definite proof, we simply 
have to pick up the bill,’ says a spokes- 
man. ‘It’s almost impossible to estimate 
the number of fraudulent claims—and 
there are so many “perfect crimes” that 
any estimate is bound to be inaccurate. 
There’s also a limit to the time that can 


be spent investigating any one case... 

Eagle Star says: ‘We used to be very 
close to the police, but now all the hard- 
won cooperation is being jeopardised. 
The police’s high vehicle-recovery rate 
is going down, and society and the insur- 
ance companies are paying for it.’ 

Roy Russell, Midlands regional organiser 
of the BIA, agrees that the insurance 
industry’s job is made virtually impossible 
without police cooperation. Yet the police 
attitude appears to be unequivocal. 
Claiming that officers used to spend ‘an 
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incredible amount of time filling in forms 
for insurers’, Tony Judge, press officer of 
the Police Federation, charges: ‘The 
companies have had a wholly dispropor- 
tionate use of police manpower for too 
long. And Brian Morrissey, ACPO 
general secretary, describes the task as 
‘wholly unproductive’. 

The row escalated when the matter was 


raised in parliament last year by Robert 
McCrindle, Conservative MP for Brent- 
wood and Ongar, in written questions to 
the Home Secretary, and eventually the 
police relented with.a promise to investi- 
gate reports from companies that believed 
fraudulent claims were being made. But 
this was poor consolation to the insurers, 
effectively putting them in the position 
of being their own police force, obliged 
to employ armies of investigators at 
policyholders’ expense. 

Alan Teale, secretary of the British 
Insurance Brokers Association, acknow- 
ledges that insurers have sometimes been 
at fault. ‘Some write 10 pages asking for 
information, others can contain their 
request in two sentences,’ he says. ‘We 
want to try to get a system that is econo- 
mical to run and which avoids unnecessary 
duplication. 

‘We are strong supporters of the police 
—we want to stress that—and we know 
they have a major manpower problem. 
They neéd help, and that is what we are 
setting out to give them.’ 

Although the Home Office may be able 
to resolve the impasse, insurers are 
gloomy about prospects for containing 
premiums. ‘After a year of uncertainty, 
premiums may well rise because of in- 
creased and _ possibly unestablished 
claims, says Howden. And General 
Accident, summing up the bitterness of 
the insurance companies, comments: 
‘We've been treated by an unscrupulous 
section of the public simply as an exten- 
sion of the welfare state...’ 

PETER DALE 


MAY “arte OF PEACE 
Small is 
beautiful 


THERE WAS a day when famous 
and wonderful restaurants were 
not quiteso far beyond the pockets 
of many of us—I used to be a 
restaurateur myself, and so hada 
good excuse for visiting them 


occasionally. But that day is long, 


gone, and now I look for the little 
places, tucked away in sidestreets 
and worked by one or two people, 
where the food is interesting and 
reasonably priced. 

My 1979 kind of place wastes 
not, and recognises the demise of 
haute cuisine. It’s small, simple, 
clean and honest. If it must be 
trendy to attract customers— 
well, ll understand so long as the 
trendiness stops at the kitchen 
door. And, after sundown, it must 


34 


be a place for adults, not children. 

By ‘honest’, I don’t so much 
mean that the place mustn’t cheat 
on change (that goes without 
saying) nor fail to make its pric- 
ing structure clear (though it 
won't) as take no short cuts that 
diminish cooking quality. Classic 
dishes must be faithfully repro- 
duced—not as at one place, nota 
million miles from my Cardiff 
home, where créme brulée turns 
up as a Solid custard, topped with 
a sickly mound of whipped cream. 

For years, British catering suf- 
fered, it was said, from lack of 
trained staff. Then came the great 
waves of Spanish and Italian 
domestics to show just how little 
training mattered if the aptitude 
were there. Now, at last, we have 
training schemes and schools . .. 
yet the AA still finds that many 
of the best places are run by 
amateurs. Could it be that a little 
training is a bad thing? And a lot 
of training even worse? 

Recently, a friend and I dined 
out in Pembrokeshire. With some 
difficulty we got past the legs, 
beer and loud music in the bar to 
reach the empty restaurant ... 
from where we were sent packing 
back to the bar by a hostile wait- 
ress. Another, who knew nothing 
of the menu, came to take our 
orders as we sat, cold and uncom- 


fortable, on a bench where people 
tended to kick us as they passed. 

After some 40 minutes we were 
required to re-negotiate the 
hazards back to the restaurant, 
where packaged smiles came out 
to greet us at a minuscule table in 
the centre of the room. Definitely 
NOT my kind of place, even ona 
wet night in Pembrokeshire. 

Still, there are times when I feel 
reassuringly at home... as when 
a restaurant door opens toawarm 
smell of herbs and wine and garlic 
and real coffee. A kitchen pro- 
ducing smells like these surely 
cannot disappoint at the table. 

There'll be a smiling welcome, 
too, and someone to take my 
coat, and plenty of time to choose 
from the menu. Three or four 
starters, half a dozen main courses 
and four or five puddings are 
enough. And whoever takes my 
order will know how the dishes 
have been cooked, and be eager 
to tell. 

My kind of place will make 
mistakes, learn from them and 
not charge for them (it’s the cooks 
who drop culinary clangers and 
don’t know or care who make me 
despair). And, of course, the pro- 
prietors of my kind of place will 
be personalities—people V'll want 
to meet and thank. 

BOBBY FREEMAN 


And these are the places that AA 
chief hotels inspector Geoffrey 
Lerway recommends for your living- 
in and eating-out delight. 


Durrant House Hotel 

Bideford, Devon (tel 023 72 2361) 
With bedrooms in a modern 
extension to the original Georgian 
house, this privately owned hotel 
is well and comfortably furnished, 
and has a heated, outdoor swim- 
ming pool and a pleasant garden. 
The restaurant has dancing five 
nights a week to live music, but 
its popularity is due to its better- 
than-average, good-value food 
and service. Double b&b, £18; 
dinner for two with wine, £12. 


The Lowman Restaurant 

45 Gold St, Tiverton, Devon 

(tel 088 42 57311) 

In a simply-decorated Queen 
Anne building by the River Low- 
man, near the town centre, Tim 
Harvey and his wife Susan con- 
centrate on providing good, un- 
pretentious food, decently 
cooked. The restaurant is run for 
the benefit of the customer, with 
lunchtime quick-service dishes 
as Well as a more restricted menu. 
The wine list is interesting and 
starts from £2. Lunch for two, 
from £15; dinner including wine, 
about £12. 
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SHOCK ABSORBERS 


- supplied as Original Equipment to the 
World’s Leading Vehicle Manufacturers, with 
an extensive range of Replacement Units for 
British, European and Japanese models. 


LOADMASTER 


- Suspension Units to replace existing Shock 
Absorbers to assist springs and provide EXTRA 
damping. The perfect answer for extra heavy 
loads and towing. 


STRUT INSERTS 


- supplied as Original Equipment and 
Replacement Units. 


W 


Woodhead Manufacturing Company, P.O. Box 4, Moorcroft Works, Ossett. West Yorkshire. 
WFS5 SDL. Tel: Ossett (0924) 273521. Telex: 55291. 
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SPRITES, MMDGETS 23.76 
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SPITFIRE Mk. 1, 2 & 3 
TR4/4A/5 


TRG 

HERALD VITESSE 
(Prices for Black—colours extra). 

Post and package £1.40 All prices include V.A.T. 
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SNEVAVCARG OR ®@ 73 Southern Row, Ladbroke Grove, London. 


ACCESS ACCEPTED @ 49 The Viaduct, Roxeth Green Ave., South H 01-422 6674. 


@ Industnal Estate, Station Rd., Hailsham, Se Tel:0323-841399 
@ 452 Holdenhurst Rd, Boumemouth. Tel 0202 33631 
@ Soft Top Centre, White House Garage, Oxford Rd., Nettlebed, Oxon. 
Tel: Nettlebed 641251 


_ KEEP YOUR WIFE 
PROPERLY COVERED 
AT ALL TIMES. 


Remember your wife (or husband) isn't covered by your Full 
Membership. 
--__ |f you both drive, make sure you have subscribed to 
Full and Associate Membership. 
| It’s great to feel you belong. 


For full details of membership for you or your friends, complete the inserted reply paid card. 


1972 BMW 2002 


1975 Renault 12TL 


lo} 


Gee A BUDGET of £1500 to find a 
reasonable secondhand car, what are 
your chances of success? DRIVE found the 
sobering truth by turning five readers 
loose with an imaginary bundle of fivers 
and instructing them to try and pick a 
winner. We then sent AA engineers to 
adjudicate... 

Perhaps our prize should go to Dave 
Purnell, of Cheltenham, who went looking 
for comfort and settled for a Triumph 
Dolomite—the only car he liked that was 
within the budget—for he was the only 
one of our readers not to buy a one-time 
hospital case: a// the others had accident 
damage that had been repaired with vary- 
ing degrees of skill. 

Susan Gratton, of Birmingham, faced a 
demand for a hefty deposit before an 
AA inspection would be allowed... 

Mary Raynor, from Hackney, London, 
heard about a classy BMW 2002 that had 
been a shopping car for a wealthy wife— 
well, that was.the dealer’s story... 

Robert Hadgraft, of Felixstowe, tried to 
buy British, before ending his search with 
a passable Renault 12TL; while Rosalind 
Canon, of Woodley, Reading, selected a 
battered Morris Marina Super, swayed by 
the simple fact that it had four doors... 

Overall, our punters. won .a.‘could.do 
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1976 Austin Allegro 1300 


‘umn b Oree wise 


better’ comment from the AA’s experts— 
but two worthwhile cars out of five does 
suggest that the odds against finding a 
bargain in the grand-and-a-half used-car 
market are rather on the long side. 


Speed-merchant Robert’s 

staid wing-dinger 
Robert Hadgraft, a 22-year-old Felix- 
stowe reporter, owns a 1971 Hillman 
Avenger that is both reliable and economi- 
cal. But its 1248cc engine lacks the punch 
that Robert would like to speed his tours 
of Suffolk. 

So his first choice was a 1974 Triumph 
Toledo 1500, with 40,000 miles on the 
clock, at £1495. ‘The model has always 
appealed to me,’ said Robert, ‘and this one 
seemed to be in good condition. I thought 
it would be economical and speedy, and it 
was certainly good-looking. 

‘The salesman kept emphasising that it 
might be sold by the time the AA arrived 
to inspect it, but he was happy to have the 
experts go over it. He did suggest a hold- 
ing deposit, subject to a satisfactory AA 
report, but I told him I’d risk the wait...’ 

Sadly for Robert, the salesman’s warn- 
ing came true, for when the inspector 
arrived, only two days later, the car had 
been. sold. He renewed the search and, 


despite his determination to avoid 
foreigners, found his eye taken by a 
P-registered Renault 12TL. 

‘It was the only car in a Colchester 
garage that was in my price range—a 
metallic-grey 1975 model, with 37,000 
miles recorded, for £1590. I’ve never been 
particularly impressed by the Renault 12, 
but this one looked well cared-for, and the 
dealer happily agreed to an inspection.’ 


Second opinion 
Perhaps more by luck than judgement, 
Robert Hadgraft had tracked down an 
acceptable car at a fair price. A few minor 
items required attention—but three of 
them directly affected safety and reliability 
and could not be left unrectified: the 
release valve on the radiator’s header tank 
had disintegrated; the fanbelt was badly 
cut; and the car needed two new tyres. 
The Renault had apparently been 
crashed in its short life—there was a 
visible colour difference on the nearside 
front wing—leaving the bonnet catching 
on both wings’ water channels. The 
bumpers lacked their chrome on the top 
outer surface ‘for some obscure reason’, 
and rust was making a home in the front 
valance. Apart from slight oil seepage and 
excessive choke movement, however, the . 


monkeys...? 


engine appeared to have survived 
unscathed, doing well in the brief road test. 
Uneven wear of the Michelin radial-ply 
tyres could have fooled the inexpert into 
paying for a geometry check, but our 
engineer had another theory: “The bald 
outer edge of the nearside rear and spare 
tyres could have been caused merely by 
the previous owner’s fast cornering tech- 
nique. But, apart from the loss of rubber, 
the enthusiastic driving has done no 
harm.’ Unless it caused that crash... 

An underbody inspection produced a 
clean bill of health—the forward exhaust 
pipe and silencer were almost new—but 
a methodical check of ancillary equipment 
showed that Robert would have had 
some winter-motoring problems, for the 
heater’s blower didn’t work. 

In all, the 1300cc Renault may not have 
been the road-burner he wished for, but 
Robert had managed to pick a roadworthy 
model that didn’t demand expensive 
repairs. And, in the economy end of the 
used-car business, that’s good going. 


Something simple, 
something sad for Rosalind 
Medical secretary Rosalind Canon, 24, 


from Woodley, Reading, set out armed 
with a used-car price guide to find ‘some- 


thing simple’ that her husband, a DIY-fan, 
could maintain easily. Being less than 5ft 
tall, Rosalind’s other priorities were a car 
that she could park without too much 
wheel-wrestling, and four doors. 

The model that possessed all these virtues 
for Rosalind’s money was a 1975 Morris 
Marina 1.3 Super, with 44,000 miles on the 
clock and a price-tag of £1589. 

‘It looked very clean,’ she recalled, ‘and, 
being a Super, it had all the little extras 
that look nice and don’t really put that 
much on the secondhand price. 

‘The garage offered me a 12,000-mile or 
12-month guarantee, which boosted my 
confidence and made me think that at 
least we'd have some sort of comeback if 
anything went seriously wrong. 

‘The mileage was above average, though, 
and my husband preferred my second 
choice—a 1975 Vauxhall Viva at £1489 
that had done 30,000 miles. But I decided 
to stick to my guns because the Viva 
had only two doors and didn’t look as 
smart as the Marina. 

‘I did look at a 1975 Renault 6TL—I 
liked its tailgate and folding back seat— 
but it had already done 49,000 miles and 
I thought £1475 was too much to pay, 
particularly with only a three-month 
guarantee. A Mazda 818 at £1595 looked 


1973 Triumph Dolomite 


Five DRIVE readers comb the showrooms and 
small-ad columns to find what’s on sale for £1500—or three ‘monkeys’ 


sporty and had four doors, but I hadn’t 
heard anything about Mazdas—good or 
bad—and that put me off.’ 


Second opinion 

Ignore the accident repairs required, and 
this could be a car worth owning—that 
was our engineer’s verdict. But, unlike 
Robert Hadgraft’s Renault, the nearside 
rear wing and boot had been poorly 
repaired (they were still dented), and the 
body had other areas of minor damage, 
scratches and rust blisters in character 
with a Marina of this age. The bonnet 
badge was missing—stolen, the garage 
suspected, from its open car lot. 

To compensate, the garage had carried 
out its usual pre-sale checks thoroughly: 
the clean engine compartment was 
impressive, and the battery nearly new. 
Some money would have to be spent on 
tyres, though, as the offside front Michelin 
radial was worn unevenly, and the others 
required replacement in the near future. 
Underneath, factory rust protection had 
been applied and was seen to be doing its 
job—thanks to the dealer’s removal of 
accumulated road dirt. 

Exhaust pipe, clutch, gearbox, brakes 
and transmission were all cleared—in fact 
this last was unusually oiltight—and the 
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SECONDHAND REVIEW 
only annoyance among the ancillaries 
was a broken hazard flasher. 

In the road test, our engineer pushed the 
Marina up to 60mph and noted that the 
car not only behaved as it should, but was 
also rather quiet for its age and mileage. 

So Rosalind’s choice seemed to have a 
healthy life ahead, and her husband would 
appreciate its tried, trusted and clean 
engine . . . but its battered body could 
make it an expensive long-term prospect. 


Mary, the status symbol 


and the old wife's tale 

Mary Raynor, a 31-year-old dermatologist 
from Hackney, London, admits she is the 
world’s most negligent car owner: ‘I only 
have my five-year-old Peugeot 304 estate 
serviced when it breaks down. I suppose 
it’s because I’ve been unnerved by the size 
of the bills I get whenever the garage looks 
at it. It’s been reliable, and stood up toa 
lot of punishment . . . but, oh boy, when 
it goes wrong, It costs. 

‘It was during one of its bad days that I 
heard about this K-registered BMW 2002. 
Normally, I wouldn’t have taken much 
notice, but I had visions of me in this 
silver-grey status symbol. The £1200 ask- 
ing price meant that I would have had to 
add very little cash in a swop for my car. 

‘Chiefly, I sat up and took notice because 
I was told that it had been a second car 
in a well-heeled household—the first being 
a chauffeur-driven Rolls-Royce—and that 
it had been used by the wife for shopping. 
The biggest bonus was that it had just had 
a £900 engine rebuild: apparently the 


owner had ordered another BMW and, 
while waiting for delivery, had blown up 
the engine of this one. Obviously it had to 
be fixed before it could be sold. 


' ‘Providing the bodywork was OK, I 


thought, the new engine should double the 
car’s life. I thought I couldn’t go wrong, 
and sat back smugly to wait for the AA to 
back up my judgement.’ 


Second opinion 

With 73,497 miles on the clock, DRIVE 
had to conclude that the 1971 BMW’s 
wealthy lady driver lived a long way from 
the shops ... While the faults found were 
typical for a vehicle of this age, some 
items did need prompt attention—and 
that was going to be expensive on this 
exotic German. In fact our engineer 
noted 10 repairs as ‘essential’ and 14 
more as ‘desirable’. 

First problem was a_hard-to-unlock 
driver’s door. The boot was clearly letting 
in water, and its lid was scratched and 
peeling. The passenger’s seatbelt was 
damaged and out of action. 

Visible body damage was confined to 
minor dents, but there was evidence that 
several panels had undergone repair and 
been resprayed. Several panels also 
showed blisters under the paint. 

Our inspector had to add three pints of 
oil to the engine before taking the BMW 
on the road, and, although there was 
evidence of the ‘£900 overhaul’, blue 
smoke from the exhaust may have been a 
clue as to where the oil was going... 
Signs of less-than-perfect maintenance 


abounded: bolts were missing on the 
clutch’s bell housing, the starter motor’s 
bracket and the flywheel guard; the air- 
cleaner’s warm-air intake trunking was 
missing; and disconnected breather pipes 
were the probable cause of the car’s 
erratic idling. 

Uneven tyre wear meant a steering 
check, and slight free play in the steering 
was also noted. Underbody, the exhaust 
pipe was rusted and full of holes. 

On the road, the engineer kept the ‘new’ 
engine’s speed down to 50mph—but it 
was enough to let him diagnose worn 
synchromesh in second and third gears, a 
problem caused by old age and soon likely 
to need expensive repair. 

Disc brake pads were worn out, there was 
excessive travel on the handbrake, and our 
expert wisely decided to limit his road test 
to 10 miles when he noted wheel wobble 
at 30—SOmph. 

Chastened by this alarming list, Mary 
Raynor was glad that she didn’t actually 
have to buy her BMW ‘snip’. 


Dave's ‘faultless’ 
Dolly daydream 


There was only one car that Cheltenham 
technical author Dave Purnell, 53, could 
seriously consider buying with ‘his’ £1500 
—a 1973 Triumph Dolomite at £1450, with 
47,000 miles recorded. 

‘Everything else that took my fancy was 
over £2000,’ said Dave, ‘and all I really 
wanted was a comfortable family saloon 
that looked good. The Dolomite was well 


continued on page 62 


SECONDHAND REVIEW SPOT CHECKS Sa 


Renault 

The 12’s generally rust-resistant 
body has one or two corrosion- 
prone areas: along the sill spot- 
welds, bottoms of the doors, 
under-door drainage _ slots 
(remove trim panels to check) and 
along all brightwork. Check, too, 
that stone chipping has not caused 
rusting behind the rear wheels. 


Underbody sealant tends to be 


patchy, especially on M-registered 
models, but the metal usually 
remains sound. Make sure that 
the door-sealing rubbers are not 
chafed or split. 

Facia, glovebox-lid and steering- 
column-shroud rattles are quite 
common. Ensure that the door 
locks work, and test the front 
seats for rigidity. 

The engine is usually very oil- 
tight, so be suspicious of an oily 
one. Slight seepages are likely 
from the oil filler cap (its spring 
clip may be faulty), and there may 
be a weep from the oil filter 
canister seal. Check that the 
crankcase breather T-piece is not 
cracked or broken... Expect 
characteristic vibrations at 45—SO 
mph in top gear; other tremors 
could be worn engine mountings. 

The gearbox will chatter softly 
in neutral, and the clutch release 
bearing is likely to emit a low 
zizz when the pedal is operated. 
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These are normal if not exces- 
sively loud. Clutch action should 
be smooth, and there should be 
tin free play at the operating 
lever under the bonnet. Drive- 
shaft knocks (audible on full-lock 
turns and on/off jerks on the 
accelerator in the lower gears) 
mean worn couplings—pricey. 
Rock the wheels to assess bear- 
ing play; there should be little 
movement. There should be no 
detectable free play at the steer- 
ing wheel, either, and the steering 
gaiters must be free from splits. 
Examine brake pipes for corro- 
sion, particularly at the rear, and 
make sure that the flexible hoses 
are neither cracked nor chafed. 
Check that the ignition warning 
light operates correctly, as alter- 
nator rectifiers have been known 
to fail on M- and N-registered 
models. Check that the dip and 
indicator switches operate cor- 
rectly. The wipers are normally 
noisy in Operation. 


Morris 

Rot sets in on the Marina at the 
top rear of the front wings, over 
the headlamps and in the stone- 


blasted areas under the front 
bumper and behind the rear 
Wheels. Look for corrosion 


around brightwork on _ wheel- 
arches, window sills and door 


handles; make sure that the jack- 
ing points and suspension mounts 
are sound; check that leaking 
seals have not let water into the 
boot—lift the mat to investigate; 
and inspect for dampness under 
the front carpets. 

The engine should start 
promptly, warm up quickly and 
idle reliably. Expect some tappet 
noise (usually corrected by adjust- 
ment) and timing-chain rattle 
(acceptable if mot excessive). 
Inspect exhaust system for corro- 
sion and leaks; but it’s cheap and 
easy to replace. 

Some baulking into first gear is 
quite normal, as is slight gear 
whine in second and third. The 
rear axle may whine on light 
throttle; provided this is subdued, 
it’s not serious. Listen, too, for 
whirrs or screeches from clutch- 
release bearing. Check synchro- 
mesh, especially on second and 
third gears, with fast up- and 
down-changes. Look for oil leaks 
at the gearbox tail-shaft. 

Watch for a drooping front end 
(the torsion bars could be weak) 
or a down-at-heel stance (rear- 
spring leaves may be cracked). 
Leaf springs on pre-1973 models 
are liable to twitter when dry; 
anti-squeak buttons were fitted 
later. Check that the steering 
rack is secure and free from leaks, 


and that the rubber gaiters are 
undamaged. Test the dampers— 
the car should settle after one 
up-and-down bounce at each wing 
—and rock the front wheels, top 
and bottom, to assess bearing 
play. (Marina bearings have a 
certain amount of play built-in. 
If in doubt, have them checked.) 
Squeal, grab and rapid brake- 
dust accumulation are common 
on early examples. If these 
symptoms are present, different 
linings are required. The alloy 
master cylinder’s mounting often 
corrodes—inspect it closely for 
cracks. The handbrake should be 
fully on in four clicks; stiffness 
may be due to lack of grease on 
cables and lever pivots. 

Check the rear lights to ensure 
they operate correctly— water can 
seep into the lamp clusters. 


BMW 

There are no particularly bad 
areas on the 2002’s body to check 
for rust, so routine investigations 
should be sufficient. But it’s worth 
taking a look at the condition of 
the underbody sealant on older 
models. Also ensure that no 
corrosion is present along bright- 
work strips, and that the front sill 
below the radiator grille is not 
badly chipped or stone-pitted. 
Top-end engine noise may be 


INSURANCE 


The longest 
hangover 


COMPANY director Jeffrey Ayns- 
worth knew the risk he was run- 
ning when he downed his eighth 
large scotch at his firm’s New 
Year's Eve dance, then climbed 
into his Daimler Sovereign for the 
journey home. After all, he’d been 
through it all five years earlier. 

irene deh aiiinesreanc: «be 
months’ disqualification for being 
drunk in charge of his vehicle, had 
been tough on the 46-year-old 
former soldier, but. not 
disastrously so: he could afford 
to put a chauffeur on his firm’s 
payroll to drive him around. 

Of course, he had had to sweet- 
talk his insurance company into 
allowing him comprehensive 
cover again, once he'd got back 
his licence, and he'd had to accept 
a 50°, loading on the premium. 
But five years is a long time, and, 
on New Year's Eve, he hardly 
noticed that he was cutting a 


roundabout too fine. . . until he 
ended up around a lamp-post, 
nearly scything his car in half. 

In due course, justice was dis- 
pensed to fit the crime. Not that 
Aynsworth was really surprised 
by the £1000 fine, nor even the 
three-year driving ban. What 
really shook him was the awesome 
warning the insurance company 
gave him. 

‘Pm afraid your problems are 
only just beginning, old boy,’ said 
the manager. ‘We'll never again 
give you comprehensive cover, 
but, since you’ve been with us for 
so long, I might just squeeze out 
a third-party policy for you—and 
that'll cost you dear. If you ever 
want comprehensive cover again, 
you'll have to go to one of the 
people who specialise in that side 
of the business: it’s what we call 
the “‘sub-standard risk”? market.’ 

‘So I'm going to be treated like 
a leper, am I?’ asked Aynsworth 
tetchily. ‘Haven’t I been punished 
enough already?” 

The brutal truth is that insurance 
companies, for practical, com- 
mercial reasons, punish the per- 
sistent drink-drive offender long 
after he has paid the legal penalty 
—sometimes for the rest of his 
motoring life. ‘It all depends on 
the circumstances of the offence,’ 
says Mike Saunders, the AA’s 
motor insurance manager—how 
much he was over the limit, the 
size of his fine, whether he was 
caught after an accident or 
because of a technical offence... 


even his personal standing with 
the company is considered. 
‘Generally speaking, a first 
offender, who may have been 
caught because of, say, a lighting 
infringement, and who was only 
just over the blood/alcohol limit, 
may redeem himself with his 
insurers within a few years. But 
if he knocked someone down 
when he was well over the top, 
he'd better not do it again...” 
Theoretically, an insurance com- 
pany is not legally obliged to offer 
even third-party cover to a bad 
risk. ‘For instance,’ says Saunders, 
‘a third-time drunk-in-charge may 
be unable ever to find an insur- 
ance company willing to take him 
on at any price. Fortunately, 95°, 
of the culprits remain first-timers. 
‘The only way that a ‘“tregular”’ 
could ever drive again would be 
to take advantage of a bizarre 
provision in the Road Traffic Act 
1972 that allows a motorist to 
by-pass the legal insurance 
requirements by depositing 
£15,000 with the accountant 
general of the Supreme Court.’ 
This ‘exception from the require- 
ment of third-party insurance’, as 
section 144 of the Act is called, 
has existed since the early 1930s, 
and, on present values, is priced 
absurdly low. Even so, it’s used 
principally by organisations that 
can afford to deposit that sum and 
meet any claim from their own 
financial resources. 

Among such organisations is the 
GPO: its fleet has more than 


46,000 telecommunications 
vehicles, 25,000 post office vans 
and 6000 trailers—all covered by 
one single payment of £15,000. 

Says Saunders: ‘If a private 
motorist were to deposit £15,000, 
the money, suitably invested, 
would be returned to him with 
profits either when he stopped 
being a car owner or could furnish 
proof that he had taken out insur- 
ance elsewhere. But with courts 
awarding astronomical sums for 
personal-accident damages, the 
motorist who can afford to pay 
over and above the deposit must 
be rare indeed. 

‘I suppose the arrangement was 
adequate in the 1930s, but it’s 
not surprising that the govern- 
ment is now being urged to 
increase the amount or accept the 
findings of the Pearson Commit- 
tee on compensation, which, in 
its report last year, recommended 
that the provision should be 
abolished altogether.’ 

But even if section 144 remains 
untouched, Jeffrey Aynsworth is 
unlikely to make use of this last 
resort when his driving ban is 
lifted in two years’ time. Having 
already sold his car, he is now 
cycling to the office every day... 
and has become a teetotaller. 


More moans, groans and motoring 
tales in DRIVE’s question-and-answer 
Clinic column on page 28. If you have 


a query, send it to Clinic, AA, Fanum 
House, Hampshire—we'll try to sort 
out the goodies from the baddies. 


caused by excessive valve clear- 
ances: if it cannot be cured by 
adjustment, it will mean that the 
rocker assemblies are worn. A 
worn, high-mileage example is 
likely to display exhaust smoke. 

Check for this on acceleration 
and overrun, also see that the 
engine is clean and oil-tight. 
Ensure that there is no play in the 
water pump and that it is silent. 
Examine the exhaust system for 
corrosion, damage and gas leaks. 
Test synchromesh for correct 
operation and ensure that there 
is no clutch slip. Gentle ‘abuse’ 
of the accelerator should show up 
worn universal joints (knocks) 
and worn splines (clicks) at the 
wheel-hub end of the drive-shafts. 
Listen, too, for whines and clonks 
from the differential. 

Expect the steering to be rela- 
tively heavy, and be prepared for 
a certain amount of bump-thump 
from the radial-ply tyres. Mac- 
Pherson-strut front suspension 
makes the 2002 sensitive to wheel 
imbalance, which causes shimmy. 
If the steering-box gear meshing 
is set too tightly, it can cause 
premature wear; if too slack, it 
will exaggerate any _ steering 
shake. Check for wear in the 
steering linkage and suspension 
joints, and bounce test dampers. 

Examine the brake pipelines for 


corrosion and, if possible, check 
pads and linings for wear; the rear 
drums are easy to remove. 


Triumph 

On the Dolomite, checks should 
be made for water leaks past the 
boot seal—look for dampness 
under the mat. Examine the front 
wings and sills for corrosion; look 
along trim strips for lurking rust; 
and generally inspect paintwork 
for neglected stone chips. 

Beware of an engine emitting 
excessive blue smoke haze when 
revved hard. Ensure that the 
throttle linkage works smoothly 
and progressively. Check fanbelt 
for wear and correct tension. 
Examine the exhaust system 
thoroughly, particularly at the 
rear where it can crack. 

Listen for wear in propshaft 
universal joints: clonks will be 
heard with jerky on/off accelera- 
tor action. If these are faulty, it 
means a complete new shaft. 
First-gear baulking is to be 
expected, and second-gear syn- 
chromesh is likely to be worn— 
test with fast down-changes. 
Ensure clutch slip is not present. 

Faulty front-wheel alignment 
will often be shown by uneven 
tyre wear, but a full steering 
geometry check is a surer guide. 
See that the brake-fluid reservoir 


is topped-up and that the fluid is 
clean, and check brake pedal and 
handbrake for excessive travel. 
Ensure that the alternator is 
working correctly: diode failure 
was, at one time, fairly common. 
A low-charge ammeter reading is 
one clue that should be followed- 
up with a circuit tester. 


Austin 

Early Allegros were particularly 
prone to water leaks, so pay 
special attention to signs of this. 
Remove front carpets and boot 
floor covering to look for damp- 
ness. Also check for water 
ingress round the rear-three- 
quarter windows, front- and rear- 
screen rubbers and rear extractor 
vents. Also check the usual areas 
susceptible to rusting, including 
around stone guards, plastic mud 
baffles and rear subframe mount- 
ing points—reached by removing 
the rear seat squab. 

If possible, test the car with the 
engine and gearbox cold. If first 
gear engages immediately, all is 
well; if it doesn’t, the primary- 
gear teeth could be too sharp, and 
will cause grating when driving 
and make gear changing difficult. 
(Even so, expect the shift to be 
rather vague and rubbery.) 

Lack of grease, or the presence 
of rust on the clutch-plate spigot, 


will mean crunchy gear changes 
because the clutch plates are not 
clearing fully. Judder and slip may 
be the result of oil seeping past 
the mainshaft seal. 

Noisy valve gear can usually be 
minimised by tappet adjustment. 
Cylinder head distortion can 
result from incorrect torque on 
its bolts. Check for signs of oil or 
coolant leakage, especially at the 
rear of the engine. Examine the 
header tank and the bottom of 
the radiator for coolant seepages; 
also inspect hoses for damage, 
particularly round their wire clips. 

Inspect constant-velocity joint 
rubbers; oil leaks can cause them 
to swell, making the U-bolts 
knock against the gearbox: look 
for telltale signs of shiny metal on 
the casing. 

Test for hub bearing wear by the 
usual wheel-rock method. Inspect 
the area where the drive shafts 
enter the gearbox: if oil leaks are 
present, new seals are required— 
a long and costly job. 

If the car is sagging on its suspen- 
sion, or not sitting squarely, one 
of the Hydragas suspension units 
is faulty. Replacement is another 
long and costly job. Ensure steer- 
ing gaiters are not damaged, 
allowing dirt to enter. 

Check ‘the condition of all 
flexible hoses and hydraulic pipes. 


a 
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CAR TESTS 


At £1000 a wheel, medium saloons can’t afford to be... 
well, medium: buyers here look for a little more comfort and 
an extra bit of oomph to mark them out from fleet-car users. 
DRIVE takes off ina Honda Accord, Morris Marina 1700HL 
and Ford Escort 1.6 Ghia—three high-aiming family hacks 


Honda Accord 4-door 


Pr 4225 


HAPPY ENDING 
TO AN ORIENTAL TAIL? 


Asked to point to the most 
significant motoring trends of the 
1970s, we’d have to include the 
sudden popularity of Japanese 
cars—their sharp, good looks, lots 
of extras and reliability were, it 
seems, just what the British car- 
buyer wanted. 

Mind you, most have been 
a bit boring—unadventurous and 
outdated mechanically, and with 
indifferent accommodation and 
little driver-appeal. 

Then came the Accord... 

With a specification as up-to-the- 
minute as a Volkswagen’s or an 
Alfasud’s, the chunky Honda 
hatchback made a big impression 
on us in our 1977 road test. Now 
the Oriental adventurer has gone 
and ‘done a Derby’: just as VW 
has added a boot to its Polo, so 
Honda has turned the Accord into 
a saloon—and with four doors, 
too. And to think, it all started 
with motorbikes... 


How it goes 

The 1979 revisions to the Accord 
go more than just skin-deep, with 
contact-less electronic ignition, 
new gearing and engine changes 
that keep the capacity at 1602cc 
but give the pistons a wider bore 
and shorter stroke. 

It does seem as if the mechanical 
revisions have slowed down the 
Accord a bit. Both the British 
cars in this group are livelier. 

The gear shift is positive by 
front-wheel-drive standards, but 
new drivers may find that the very 
deliberate move between fourth 
and top takes some getting used 
to. The soft clutch and smooth 
accelerator action, however, make 
a smooth operator of any driver. 

Honda has led the field in the 
US with complex, ultra-lean-run- 
ning, low-emission engines, so it’s 
not surprising that it can turn out 
satisfactory power units for the 
less emission-conscious UK 
market: this version runs a treat, 
with no carburettor hesitation or 
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warm-up hassles. Its biggest un- 
solved problem is a buzzy harsh- 
ness at 3500—5000rpm that spoils 
its otherwise-dignified progress 
at speeds beyond the British 
legal limit, and rapid overtaking 
tends to be a noisy and furious 
affair. Happily, the five-speed 
gearbox does a lot to side-step the 
issue; and low-speed flexibility, by 
contrast, is excellent even in that 
tall top gear, with the Accord 
pulling smoothly from low 20s. 

Fair amounts of wind and road 
noise are apparent at times, and 
the test car’s glovebox rattled 
intermittently. A more ominous 
sound was the creak that came 
from the rear on occasions—rear 
dampers were a source of anguish 
on early models... 

Where the Accord’s power unit 
really scores, though, is in 
economy. In fact, we know few 
other 1600s that are as abstemious. 
The Escort’s 4-star 333mpg_ is 
good; but the Honda’s 35mpg on 
2-star is fantastic. 

A superb tank range is as much 
due to a reliable low-level warn- 
ing light and accurate gauge as to 
the sensible tank capacity, with 
easy filling almost to the brim. 
Oil consumption during our test 
period came out at 3000 miles to 
the pint—three times better than 
in our previous Accord. 

It’s the way the car moves and 
handles, however, that sets it 
apart from the average Japanese 
offering: a softly sprung, com- 
fortable car that is a pleasure to 
hustle through corners. It seems 
impossible to ruffle its poise, and 
the sensitive, alert steering moved 
One DRIVE tester to declare that 
it was as good a system as he had 
ever encountered. 

Cornering behaviour is as safe as 
you could wish for. The steering 
wheel almost shouts at the driver 
if the front tyres are beginning to 
skid, and, if the front end starts to 
run wide, things can be stabilised 
by cutting the accelerator. 

The brakes, unfortunately, don’t 
do quite as well, with fade during 
our standard stops-from-60mph 
tests causing an alarming rise in 
pedal pressures . . . amid palls of 
smoke. Happily, they cool 
quickly, but long mountain 
descents could create problems. 
Perhaps to compensate for this, 
servo assistance is too eager. 


Inside story 

Some may argue—Honda among 
them—that this £4100 Accord is 
really a Ford Cortina, Vauxhall 


Cavalier rival, and that com- 
parisons with the cheaper Morris 
Marina and Escort are mislead- 
ing. But the Honda is 14+ft long 
only because of its bumper over- 
hang; as with all saloons, the 
factor that really determines 
interior accommodation is wheel- 
base—and the Honda’s is 1—2+in 
less than the other two cars in this 
test, and 5-7in less than the 
Cavalier-Cortina. 

Taking a tape measure to the 
interior proves the point. Rear- 
seat room is inferior to that of the 
Marina or the Escort, and rear- 
entry room is similarly restricted: 
the less-agile have to squeeze and 
shuffle to get between seat and 
centre door post. Once in, though, 
they find that the Honda’s rear 
seat is comfortable for all but the 
very tall, with a centre armrest. 

The tall driver has generous 
legroom, and, although some 
long-distance motorists may com- 
plain of backache, the driving seat 


is not at all bad. Another com- 


ee 


plaint is that the seat adjusters 
tend to be too coarsely calibrated. 
What the Accord may lack in 
space, however, it makes up for 
in thoughtful detail. Both rear 
passengers can doze against high- 
backed rests and use individual, 
illuminated ashtrays; they also 
have oddments-stowage nets on 
front-seat backs, and a centre 
rooflamp obeys their door 
courtesy switches. Best of all, 
their feet are kept snug by their 
own piped supply of warm air. 
Although some people criticised 
the Accord’s ‘plasticky’ look 
inside, all soon learned to 
appreciate its functional luxury. 
And it’s a similar story up front: 
a good-quality radio (that would 
perform even better if it had a 
decent speaker location), and a 
tidy instrument layout that 
includes a collection of original 
driving aids, with telltale lights 
that warn of the need for tyre 
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rotation and oil-filter changes. 
A panel showing the car’s silhou- 
ette to warn if doors or boot lid 
are unlatched, or astoplamp fails, 
is a real family-car asset. 

Other lights signal brake failure, 
low fuel, handbrake on and choke 
in use. (The choke is beautifully 
precise—you push it in a click at 
a time.) And there’s a rearview 
mirror that dips accurately, rheo- 
stat instrument lighting that 
covers the heater slides and a 
digital-quartz clock that sits high 
for all to read on the screen rail. 


As well as a normal key-opening 


latch on the boot, there’s a 
remote-trigger lever down beside 
the driver, and, when he gets out 
and strolls around, he finds the 
boot interior already illuminated. 
It is lined with plastic on sides and 
base, with the jack and tools 
securely fastened in place. 

The wheel is stowed beneath a 
flat but rather slippery floor, 
which makes load height some- 


what shallow and could create 
upheaval if a flat tyre coincides 
with a full load. The high rear 
load sill also makes heavy cases a 
back-straining proposition. 

The air-blending heater gives the 
driver an easy choice of tempera- 
ture, but there are likely to be 
complaints from the other side of 


— 


the car where the breeze blows 
cooler, and it’s essential to use at 
least the slowest fan speed at all 
times—otherwise, virtually noth- 
ing happens. The problem in 
winter, though, is misting up: the 
Accord appears to have no rear- 
extraction system, and the heated 
back screen needs to be on con- 


stantly. Ventilation is powerful, 
all or nothing—fine in summer, 
draughty in winter. 

Standard safety features include 
a rear foglamp, laminated wind- 
screen and front head restraints 
(we like the handbook’s advice 
about setting the pads to align 
with the tops of your ears!), and 


All measurements in ingh 


erbweight 183cwt 
Overall length 14ft 3in 
Overall width 5ft 33in 
Overall height 4ft 53in 
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the fuel-tank siting is well pro- 
tected. Indicator repeaters are 
mounted on the front wings. 

Seatbelts couldn’t be more com- 
fortable and stow unobtrusively; 
but interior padding is skimped 
along the top screen rail. The 
bumpers meet US standards. 


Living together 

Japanese reliability is usually 
achieved by innate conservatism 
of design, but the Honda Accord 
is a very different box of tricks, 
and time alone will tell if it, too, 
will prove reliable. Nonetheless, 
all the encouraging signs of 
meticulous finish and fastidious 
attention to detail are in evidence. 

General servicing accessibility is 
first-class: even oil and_ filter 
changes can be done from above. 
There are no distributor points to 
change, of course. Routine main- 
tenance and bigger jobs are 
nevertheless time-consuming, and 
parts expensive. The thick hand- 
book is useless as a DIY aid. 
Honda’s sparse dealer network 
rubs salt in the wound. A few 
extra handtools are provided; the 
jack calls for too much grovelling 
to locate in its lifting points. 

It is too early to assess deprecia- 
tion on this year-old model, but 
we suspect that, initially, it may 
be heavier than on other Japanese 
models (if the Honda Civic’s 
track-record is anything to go by). 
Like the sporting Escort, the 
Accord costs quite a bit more to 
insure than the Marina. 

Our test car’s metallic paint 
finish was thorough and glossy, 
with hemmed-over seams on door 
edges sealed with pvc strip to 
prevent rust blistering. Under- 
neath, however, we found that the 
bituminous rustproofing had been 
applied patchily. 

Mudflaps are fitted, but no other 
stone-chip protection is given to 
the sills, and there are mudtraps 
under the front wings. The waist 
mouldings keep road spray from 
straying up the body flanks, though. 

Interior trim is easy to clean, and 
the floor carpets can be removed 
without too much trouble. 


Verdict 
The Accord is one of those rare cars 
that makes a bigger impression 
than a dispassionate balance-sheet 
of its pros and cons might suggest. 
Its accommodation and refinement 
are only good-average, and there 
are quicker, roomier cars at a 
similar price. Yet what could be 
dismissed as over-priced on paper 
begins to look like versatile good 
value when you’ ve lived with it. 
The Accord is thoroughly practi- 
cal, yet somehow it manages to stir 
the adrenalin at the same time— 
and its typically Japanese good 
detailing is matched by brilliance 
in technical design. It represents 
a dramatic Oriental breakthrough 
. which is good or bad news, 
depending on your point of view. 
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Morris Marina 1700 HL 


Price £3774 On the road £3894 . : 


ALL THE FRILLS, BUT TOO MANY FOIBLES 


The British car buyer can be as 
cautious as a bank manager when 
it comes to laying his own money 
on the line. To the worriers, 
sophistication and_high-tech- 
nology are a recipe for expensive 
repair bills and a restricted choice 
of dealers when trouble strikes. 
Recognise yourself? Then for 
you (and some of us, too), the 
latest Morris Marina, from BL, 
seems an almost ideal model of 
extreme orthodoxy: certainly, the 
body is the one we all know and 
trust—the one that isn’t going to 
be any more out of fashion 
tomorrow than it is today.. But in 
fact there’s a new overhead-cam 


engine lurking under the bonnet. 


. . . and, inside, the Marina is 
definitely having a fit of keeping 
up with the Jap-buying Joneses, 
with—in HL guise—goodies such 
as a radio and clock thrown in. 

It certainly is much-improved. 
But can it really win more friends? 


How it goes 

DRIVE’s test car was returned to 
BL just two days into our test 
programme because it was such 
a reluctant starter. The com- 
pany’s mechanics fitted a*meatier’ 
coil and ballast resistor, and, from 
then on, our Marina, unlike every- 
one else’s, fired easily. Warm-up, 
however, remained slow, calling 
for a generous helping of choke 
to avoid the splutters, but once 
rolling the new 1700cc ohc 
engine rapidly won us over. 
Unpleasant harshness at high 
revs and nasty, 7Omph _ body- 
boom was more than balanced 
by the engine’s flexibility: com- 
pared to the old push-rod 1.8 
litre engine, the newcomer is 
smoother, freer revving, and 
develops 6bhp more power. 
Unless it is driven with restraint, 
though, the new engine is not 
particularly economical, and we 
achieved an overall 294+mpg in the 
wintry weather of DRIVE’s test 
period; 70mph on the motorway 
needs a gallon for every 263 miles. 


The impatient owner will also find 
the petrol tank very slow to fill. 

No doubt a fifth gear would 
improve mpg, but it’s nice to have 
the ability to accelerate briskly 
without needing to row the car 
along on the gear lever. Ignore the 
din, and the Marina takes just 
14sec to reach 60mph, and will 
battle to a test-track top of 94mph. 
The gear shift produced a mixed 
reaction among our testers: it’s 
light enough and can be hurried, 
but just occasionally it crunches 
into first; its travel is also rather 

long, and finding reverse can 
need muscle at times. The 
clutch has a nice ‘feel’ and weight, 
but even on the nearly-new test 
car it struggled hard before allow- 
ing a 1-in-3 hill restart. 

BL claims that the Marina’s 
new, trendy front spoiler in black, 
corrosion-proof plastic —_—-will 
reduce drag, improve crosswind 
stability and stop any tendency 
for the car’s nose to lift. It is 
also. made in two halves—a 
repair cost-cutting measure. 

Poor surfaces can give Marina 
occupants the jitters, with bumps 
heard as well as felt. The car copes 
better when it’s hustled along, 
with the anti-roll bars front and 
back doing their job; but, overall, 
ride comfort is merely adequate. 

Bumpy corners threaten to alter 
the car’s direction when pressing 
on, and a lack of steering ‘feel’ 
around the straight-ahead posi- 
tion doesn’t inspire too much 
confidence. Nonetheless, experi- 
ments on a test track that became 
more like aswimming pool proved 
the Marina to be a very safe- 
handling car indeed. In fact, we 
were surprised to find it much 
better in the steering department 
than the Ford Escort Ghia, if not 
the Honda Accord. 

‘British brakes are best’ could 
be a slogan to which DRIVE would 
be happy to subscribe, and the 
Marina’s are no exception. 
There’s even progression up to 
the 95° best-stop for an ideal 


70lb pedal weight; the system 
doesn’t mind when life hots up; 
and it takes to water like a duck. 


Inside story 

With all the in-at-the-price 
goodies that BL now gives the 
Marina HL driver, he could be 
forgiven for thinking that he isin 
a... dare we Say it, Japanese car. 

It has taken a long, long time for 
the British to wake up to the fact 
that lots of cars are sold on show- 
room appeal alone, with the 
attraction of a refined ride and 
good handling beyond the com- 
prehension of most. So it is nice 
to find a quality radio, head 
restraints, rev counter, clock and 
so on in the Marina, and its high- 
intensity foglamps and twin halo- 
gen driving lamps were a boon 
during the dirty weather of the 
test days. (Though, while full- 
beam is brilliant, dipped head- 
lamps are only adequate.) 

Front-door windows are now 
one-piece—no_ quarterlight is 
given—which, as well as tidying 
the Marina’s appearance, makes 
for less wind noise and a clearer 
view of the restyled door mirror. 

Testers began by complaining 
that the front seats lacked lumbar 
and thigh support—all felt as if 
they were sitting in a hole. Thank- 
fully, though, first impressions can 
sometimes be misleading, and 
even 300 miles at the wheel didn’t 
produce the anticipated aches and 
pains. More driver-legroom has 
been created by relocating the 
pedals l4in farther forward, but 
long-legged drivers could use 
more legroom, and it really ought 
to be possible to rob extra inches 
from the rear passengers who 
have more than enough space to 
stretch out: their seat is comfort- 
able for two adults, but a third 
has to sit on a sculptured ridge. 
Getting in and out through the 
wide doors couldn’t be easier. 

Wipers are now on the right- 
hand steering-column stalk, where 
the indicators were last year, and 
offer a choice of two speeds and 
an intermittent setting—but why 
on earth are the blades set up for 
lefthand drive? Surely this is 
taking export too seriously! 

It’s especially annoying for tall 
drivers, who have to peer round 
an unswept corner of the screen 

. unfortunates who will also 
be infuriated by steering-wheel 
spokes that hide a row of rocker 
switches and the heater controls. 
Instrument lighting has two 
intensity levels, but neither is 
brighter than a glow-worm’s tail. 

The Marina has always had a 
roomy boot, albeit with a high 
sill, but DRIVE’s enthusiasm was 
dampened by the way in which the 
test car’s let in water. Inside the 
car, there’s plenty of room for 
oddments, with a rear parcels 
shelf, lockable glovebox and two 
door-mounted bins. (Though we 
frequently had to restrain pas- 


sengers from using the bins as 
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door-pulls.) 

Output from the Marina’s heater 
is volcanic, but most of the 
warmth goes to the front-seat 
passenger, and the slider controls 
are very stiff to operate. Demist- 
ing is not particularly efficient, 
and the feeble breeze from the 
facia’s eyeball vents is needed to 
keep the side windows clear, 
thereby robbing the driver’s face 
of fresh air. 

The car now has dual-circuit 
brakes, improving the safety 
package, but BL still asks for 
more money if you want a lami- 
nated windscreen. Overall, 
though, the Marina scores well 
on our checklist, falling down 
only on the finishing touches. 
Visibility is good, apart from an 
‘invisible’ sloping boot: take care 
when parking. 


Living together 

The test car that arrived at DRIVE 
was in a worrying mechanical 
state: oil was leaking from a 
damper, the differential pinion 
seal, gearbox and steering rack, 
and we had to repair a rattling 
exhaust pipe. There were also too 
many body defects—paint nibs 
and preparation marks on the 
bonnet, in particular—and, as 


well as that leaky boot, water was 
getting into the spotlamps, and 
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kerbweight 19cwt 
overall length 14ft O4in 
overall width 5ft 43in 
overall height 4ft 8in 


rust was finding a home under 
the aluminium trim. 

Underneath, BL had made a 
good attempt at corrosion protec- 
tion, but had let itself down by a 
failure to  reseal previously- 
masked areas, such as the flanges 
round rear-spring anchorage 
points. The so-slow petrol filler 
also leaked petrol to the inside of 
the rear wing panel—which in 
turn was washed free of sealant. 

Mechanically, there is nothing to 
worry the averagely-competent 
DIY man, but, judging by the 
toolkit supplied, he is expected to 
do no more than change a wheel 
—for which the scissors-jack 
locates easily in its points. 

The Marina’s priority has always 


been easy service and repairs, 
and maintenance on this O-Beries 
engine should be as undemanding 
as on its B-Series predecessor. 
However, while sophisticated 
aids, such as an easy-change cam- 
shaft drive belt and plug-in ther- 
mostat are good for reducing 


garage times—and costs—home | 


mechanics may find that the over- 
head-camshaft valve adjustment 
on the Marina is beyond them. 

The interior is easy to clean, but 
dog owners will find the carpet 
reluctant to part with hairs. 

Low parts costs have made the 
Marina popular with insurance 
companies—it’s rated Group 3— 
and the secondhand buyer has a 
lot of choice. 


Verdict 

The Marina is undoubtedly a much 
better car, and we don’t mean 
simply a much better engine: the 


interior, too, now has enough 
showroom appeal to tempt car 
buyers who normally look East. 
But if these prospective purchasers 
look farther than skin-deep, they 
will find some telling differences. 
The Japanese have proved with 
their less-than-inspired products 
that conventional cars do sell—if 
they are well made. But ‘quality’ 
in this sector undoubtedly means 
‘total reliability’, and our test car 
fell short of that ideal. 

If only something could be done 
about it, BL would surely have no 
problems in selling another million. 


Ford Escort 1.6 Ghia 


Price £3878 On the road £3944 


TOO SOFT FOR THE SPORTING LIFE? 


We remember testing a Ford 
Escort Mexico 1600 back in 1971, 
in those heady days when Ford 
had just won the London—Mexico 
World Cup Rally. ‘Uncouth’, we 
called it; but, despite this, we 
thought that the Mexico’s big- 
engined efficiency and lack of 
temperament could make it an 
ideal proposition for all sorts of 
moderate, respectable people... 
if only it had the appropriate 
trimming and image. 

Well, Ford must have been read- 
ing our backnumbers, for the 
Escort 1600 Ghia is it—all the 
poke of a Sport 1600, with two 


more doors and the full set of 
luxuries that goes with the top 
Ghia label. 

Has it been worth waiting for? 


How it goes 

With a 1599cc engine in Mexico 
tune offering a more-than- 
respectable 88bhp, this Escort 
Ghia is certainly no fop. The ‘old’ 
over-square, push-rod engine 
under its bonnet is, believe many, 
preferable to the overhead-cam 
unit that powers current Ford 
Capri and Cortina 1600s, and, 
kitted up with a Weber double- 
venturi carburettor and _ highly 


efficient-looking manifolding, it 
produces acceleration through the 
gears that is as good as anything 
in its class. 

Top-gear pulling is not quite so 
impressive, partly because Ford 
has opted for an unusually-high 
final-drive ratio; but it does mean 
that maximum speed is achieved 
comfortably below the engine’s 
peak power. 

The high gearing also gives 
generous top speeds in the lower 
gears—36mph in first, for 
example—but the price paid is 
inability to get under way on a 
1-in-3 hill, which could also mean 
problems for caravan-owners on 
lesser gradients. 

As with nearly every Ford we 
have tested, the big-engined 
Escort is not only faster but more 
frugal than  stablemates with 
fewer ccs and lower gearing: we 
averaged 334mpg_ overall, as 
against 33mpg on the 1300 model 
tested last year. 

Marketing and pricing con- 
siderations apart, it would appear 
that, in an ideal world, all Escorts 
could do with the 1600 engine. 
It’s also notable that this version 
doesn’t need to use Ford’s much- 
vaunted ‘sonic idle’ carburettor 
to save petrol; an automatic choke 
avoids undue wastefulness in the 
warm-up period, but allows the 
engine to stall in the few seconds 
after the first (prompt) start of the 
day. After that, it couldn’t be 
more discreet. 

The Ghia’s sound-deadening kit 


is perhaps its most impressive 
attribute, subduing impressively 
typical Escort engine-thrash at 
high revs. Sound insulation can- 
not hide the roughness of top-gear 
progress in the lower 20s, but the 
engine cruises sweetly at higher 
speeds, with just a hint of 
resonance around 60mph. More 
troublesome is high-speed wind 
noise from the front door frames, 
and a mild but irritating steering 
vibration that afflicts so many 
Fords with their strut-type front 
suspension. 

The suspension, in fact, left 
us unconvinced. Escorts enjoy 
a deserved reputation for taut 
handling and precise steering, des- 
pite the firmish ride of an essen- 
tially unsophisticated system; 
but here these qualities seem to 
have been forsaken in an un- 
successful bid to make the car 
more bump-absorbing. Sheer 
roadholding seems better than 
ever; sbut...the-“steering feels 
sloppier, and the car ‘nibbles’ and 
‘shrugs’ over poor surfaces. 
Escort brakes are well tuned and 
developed, in typical British- 
family-saloon fashion, with an 
excellent servo and no fade prob- 
lems. The only thing to criticise 
is a rear-wheel tendency to skid 
when there is no weight in the 
rear of the car; no load-sensitive 
apportioning valve is fitted. 
Similarly, it has become almost 
a formality to compliment a Ford 
on its excellent gear change, and 
this car’s light clutch, too, was 
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less abrupt than formerly. Only 
fault was a lever that baulked at 
first gear from rest occasionally. 


Inside story 

Despite Ford’s convenient 
double-sided key—you don’t have 
to get it ‘the right way up’-—the 
Escort’s flush-fitting door handles 
and keyholes are hard to find and 
use in the dark, The floppy doors 
won't stay open on a hill, either, 
and passengers getting into the 
back find footspace limited. 

Once inside, however, legroom 
all round is respectable—we dis- 
agree with critics who complain 
that the back seat is cramped. It 
looks cramped, with a cushion 
that extends well forward; but 
passengers generally are more 
comfortable than they expect to 
be—although headroom is limited 
and the backrest rather erect. 

There’se. no. centres carmrest; 
though well-designed armrests- 
cum-steadies on the doors are 
useful to hang on to through fast 
corners. The seats’ upholstery is 
pleasant to live with and responds 
well to a good brushing. 

While there’s little to criticise 
about the quality and good taste 
of the Ghia’s trim, when you look 
closer at the car and its price, the 
level of its standard equipment is 
not as lavish as it at first appears: 
a_radio, quartz clock, halogen 
headlamps and a remote-control 
door mirror are all very nice; but 
where is a decent radio-speaker 
location, rear-footwell heating or 
rear interior lights? Even rear 
seatbelts are an optional extra. 

Front occupants fare better than 
rear passengers, but, even there, 
the seats’ comfort doesn’t match 
their inviting, plush appearance. 
The prominent roll across their 
tops makes taller people slouch 
uncomfortably, and they lack 
lumbar support. 

The now-familiar Escort instru- 
ment cluster is good, but Ford 
doesn’t seem able to get the right 
balance in speedo calibration: the 
latest dial has no 30, 50 or 70mph 
numerals—foolish, in view of 
current speed limits. The wipers 
have an intermittent setting, and 
electric washers are controlled by 
the same steering-column stalk; 


seems less than ideal in location 
and action, and minor switches 
clustered around the heater slides 
can be difficult to find. 

The Escort’s overall feeling of 
narrowness, its thickish screen 
pillars and its prominent screen 
rail (the Ghia’s is covered in 
genuine wood veneer, we hasten 
to add) make its interior seem 
old-fashioned, but it does give its 
driver a good view forward. The 
rear view is impeded by a high 
window shelf, but reversing lights 
and a heated rear screen help. 

Beneath that prominent rear 
shelf is a boot that’s good for load 
height but lacks width, flanked as 
it is on either side by the fuel tank 
and the upright spare wheel, and 
has a rather-high load sill and a 
carpeted floor that isn’t entirely 
flat. Inside the car, the rear shelf 
is too slippery to hold small items, 
and the roomy under-facia tray is 
lidded but not lockable. 

Heating and ventilation is fine 
for those at the front, and the 
two-speed fan is seldom needed 
when on the move. The control 
slides. are simple and clearly 
marked, and the air-blending 
gives temperatures to suit all 
tastes—immediately. Generous 
airflow from the screen demisters 
is always. cooler than floor heat, 
thus avoiding stuffiness, which 
means that the facia’s eyeball 
vents can be directed to clear door 
windows in winter. 

Our checklist shows that, though 
Ford is fairly safety-conscious, 
some desirable features still 
come as ‘extras’, even on the 
Ghia—a_ rearward-facing foglamp, 
for example, adds £16 to the bill. 
We are uneasy about having the 
fuel tank in the boot; there’s 
insufficient roof padding, especi- 
ally along the top screen rail; and 
we would rather have a laminated 
windscreen than the tinted glass 
featured on the Ghia. 


Living together 

Ghia luxury does not affect Escort 
construction standards: look past 
the superior trim and finish, and 
it is Once again obvious that Ford 
has yet to make a thorough com- 
mitment to effective rust protec- 
tion on its vehicles. Actuall all 


but the lights stalk, below it, | Escort Ghias are built in Ger- 
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many, and we must confess that 
their painting and preparation 
seems to be of a higher order than 
recent home-built Fiestas and 
Cortinas that we’ve seen; but little 
has been done to eliminate the 
mudtraps under the front wings, 
or to protect the sills from the 
shot-blasting they get from the 
wider wheels. 

In spite of all this, the last two 
years have shown that the Escort 
Ghia model has held its value 
better than any comparable car. 
Of course, depreciation is greater 
than on cheaper Escorts, and the 
Ghia costs more to insure. 

Part of the Ghia’s success must 
be attributable to the undemand- 
ing, homely nature that lies 
beneath its glamour-puss make- 
up... although DIY-types will 
be nonplussed by the uselessness 
of its handbook, which is just 
about as much help as the sales 
brochure (and looks. like one). 
The toolkit isn’t much better, 
although the jack does locate 
easily and works positively. 

Once under the bonnet, though, 
the home mechanic will find little 
to daunt him, even if components 
on the offside of the block, 
nestling closely to the wheelarch, 


can be difficult to reach. The 


tendency towards extended main- 
tenance intervals is encouraged 
by sealed wheelbearings and self- 
adjusting brakes, with quick- 
inspection apertures provided. 
Forecourt checks are facilitated 
by see-through containers, but 


there isn’t one for the coolant,- 


and we found the engine-oil dip- 
stick sometimes difficult to locate 
in its flexible tube. 


Verdict 
Can you make a silk purse out of 
an Escort? For £3174, you can 
have a perfectly respectable 1.3 
GL, and the extra £700 surely lifts 
the Ghia model into a class in 
which it is struggling. And the 
1599cc power unit—which proves 
that engines don’t have to be 
complicated to be _ efficient—is 
available in the no-nonsense Sport. 
By contrast, the Ghia fails to keep 
its promises, proving that it takes 
more than softer springing, plusher 
trim and a fancy price to give a car 


| the manners of an aristocrat. 


All measurements in in 


kerbweight 183cwt 
overall length 13ft 3in 
overall width 5ft 22in 
overall height 4ft 7fin 


HONDA ACCORD 4-dr 


Front engine: 1602cc/4cyl, OHC (belt); one 
double-venturi carb; 8Obhp at 5300rpm 
Front drive: 5 gears; 20.8mph/1000rpm 
(top) 

Suspension: front—ind MacPherson 
damper/struts, anti-roll bar; rear—ind 
MacPherson damper/struts, four link 
location 

Steering: rack arid pinion, 34 turns/ 

344ft circle; 44) wheels, 155SR 13 radials 
Brakes: servoed discs front/drums rear 


Parts/repairs (inc VAT) 

clutch £17.16 (fitting 6.4hr) 

exhaust £90.29 (1.6hr) 

headlamp unit £14.95 (O.8hr) 

front bumper (3-piece) £42.18 (1.8hr) 
laminated windscreen £61.40 (1hr) 


oil filter (no points) £2.30 (O.2hr) 


major service 5000 miles (av 4hr) 

per year per mile 
Running costs £681 5.68p 
Loss of value not yet known 
Total depreciation not yet known 
Insurance group 5 


MORRIS MARINA 1700HL 


Front engine: 1700cc/4cyl, OHC (belt); 
one SU vari-jet carb, 78bhp at 5150rpm 
Rear drive: 4 gears; 17.9mph/1000rpm 
Suspension: front—ind torsion bars, !ever 
arm dampers, anti-roll bar; rear—leaf- 
sprung live axle, telescopic dampers, 
anti-roll bar 

Steering: rack and pinion, 34 turns/334ft 
circle; 45) wheels, 155SR 13 radials 
Brakes: servoed discs front/drums rear 


Parts/repairs (inc VAT) 

clutch £37.78 (fitting 2.7hr) 

exhaust £45.14 (1.05hr) 

headlamp unit £6.73 (O.4hr) 

front bumper £25.70 (1.7hr) 
laminated windscreen £32.94 (1.1hr) 


oil filter and points £3.72 (O.09hr) 
major service 12,000 miles (3.35hr) 


per year per mile 
Running costs £631 5.26p 
Loss of value £233 1.94p 
Total depreciation £888 7. Ap 


Insurance group 3 


-FORD ESCORT 1.6 GHIA 


Front engine: 1598cc/4cyl, OHV (chain); 
one Weber double-venturi carb; 88bhp at 
5500rpm 

Rear drive: 4 gears; 18.7mph/1000rpm 
Suspension: front—ind damper/struts, 
anti-roll bar; rear—leaf-sprung live axle, 
anti-roll bar 

Steering: rack and pinion, 34 turns/3 1 Fft 
circle; 5J wheels, 175/70SR 13 radials 
Brakes: servoed discs front/drums rear 


Parts/repairs (inc VAT) 

clutch £30.81 (fitting 2.3hr) 

exhaust £32.23 (O.7hr) 

headlamp unit £17.05 (0. 5hr) 

front bumper £25.63 (0.4hr) 
laminated windscreen £32.40 (1.5hr) 


oil filter and points £4.63 (O.3hr) 
major service 6000 miles (av 1.8hr) 


per year per mile 
Running costs £609 5.08p 
Loss of value £46 0.39p 
Total depreciation £754 6.28p 


Insurance group S 


THE RIVALS CLOCK IN 


Triumph 1500 HL 
Peugeot 305 SR 
VW Golf 1460 GLS 


Toyota Carina (auto) 
Lada 1600 ES 


PERFORMANCE BRAKES—pedal press FUEL 2-star/91 octane min 


fs ees oe ee overall consumption 35m 
an ba tS) 
4.1 6.2 9.3 14.0 20.0 20 Mechel: 30% ‘| | effective tank i 350 miles/1 Ogal 
80 E nekonhootenee Best stop Normal range of consumption 
Tins hard driving, heaw traffic 274m 
3 40 5 60 70 70 | + short journey, suburban 29impg 
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Maximum speeds 10 20 30 40 50 60 70 80 90 100 absorbing? Yes interior: well padded? No 
in gears % efficiency (ideal car's braking performance falls front seats: secure w/screen: laminated? Yes 
max engine speed within central zone—above, too heavy, below, too light) mounts? Yes — doors: crashproof? Yes 
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PERFORMANCE BRAKES—pedal pressures and responses FUEL 4-star/97 octane min 
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rs al Consumption at steady speeds 
40 oS 22 | 30mph 424mpg 
me ee SOC 1 HONE Oni Mae PNY. 2 Caen Op ie 
30 Be Ss 7Omph 263mpg 
sees rea sea SOAR Os ee ee) Pen 
50] eS | | SAFETY CHECKS 0=factory fitted option 
42520 BOAO a BOUL TO 8090-100 steering: energy hazard warning: fitted? Yes 


absorbing? Yes _ interior: well padded? No 


Maximum speeds - 


% efficiency (ideal car's braking performance falls Pontweniencanice Ti/deteen: eininaieda Lane 
within central zone—above, too heavy, below, too light) et A h f? y 
max engine speed mounts? Yes oors: crashproof? es 
used 6000rpm; ae ee eras Sea i 79% stop head restraint? Yes childproof? Yes 
max in top 5450rpm; Biber cad’ Saihan.cerstantuse: bib in severe uce front belts: effective? Yes petrol: spillproof? No 
standing zmile Ww lash diat Mahe convenient? Yes brakes: failsafe? Yes 
19.3sec MLE ole Rid sl US eS tae aay rear belts: fitted? No load sensitive? No 
PERFORMANCE BRAKES—pedal! pressures and responses FUEL 4-star/97 octane min 
90 T ; overall consumption 333mpg 
3.8 62 89 12.7 18.6 Handbrake 38% effective tank range 260 miles/73gal 
80 ES armat ecnen: Normal range of consumption 
1 in|3 hard driving, heavy traffic 26impg 
30 ho 50 50 LO 70 ] short journey, suburban 26impg 
op) 
Acceleration through gears from rest (sec) & motorway—/7Omph cruising 33mpg 
60 Fo mixed roads—brisk, 50mph cruising 36mpg 
= quiet rural—40mph CruIsing 41mpg 
50 Consumption at steady speeds 
£ 30mph 543mpg 
40 = 56mph 404mpg 
3 7Omph 33mpg 
30 = max mph 19mpg 
ra SAFETY CHECKS 0=factory fitted option 
20 
n steering: energy hazard warning: fitted? Yes 
ae aOY 0c 0 20 30 40 50 60 70 80 90100 Sac aia yaoet! Wieatetslodll oad ay 
seuss is % efficiency (ideal car's braking performance falls front seats: secure w/screen: laminated? O 
9 max engine speed within central zone—above, too heavy, below, too light) mounts? Yes doors: crashproof? Yes 
used 6400rpm, Fade test pedal pressure needed for 75% stop head restraint? Yes childproof? = Yes 
max in top 51 90 Nal, (ideal car would show no variation) front belts: effective? Yes petrol: spillproof? No 
standing gmile 40lb at start; 44Ib in constant use; 46Ib in severe use convenient? Yes brakes: failsafe? Yes 
19.2sec Watersplash 55lb at first, 6 stops to recover rear belts: fitted? 0 load sensitive? No 
FUEL MAXIMUM 30—50MPH OVERALL MAXIMUM TYPICAL STEERING 
CAPACITY OVERALL SPEED O-—60MPH IN TOP BEST STOP LENGTH LEGROOM LEGROOM TURNS/ 
PRICE (£) (CC) (MPG) (MPH) (SEC) (SEC) (% g/Ib) (FT/IN) FRONT (IN) _REAR (IN) CIRCLE (FT) 
3996 1493 314 89 5.0) 11.0 95/60 (ov 40 Sik 3/30 
3994 1472 344 94 14.1 11.4 88/35 Neco 413 381 34/323 
3935 1457 341 96 128 10.9 100/50 12! 21" 39 374 34/323 
3882 1588 274 92 15.1 7.3 k/d 96/35 Wee! 403 362 4/344 
2870 1570 291 92 14.8 96 98/30 13¢4" 381 374 3/36 
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Everyman 


Fred Wilkins (far right), a 58-year-old civil servant from Basing- 
stoke, Hants, joined the amateur testers of DRIVE’s Everyman 
panel as a stand-in for a *flu-ridden Roy Kidman. Contented 
owner of a 1974 Austin Maxi—‘T like its roominess, and I’ve 
never had to worry about economy’—Fred proved his brand- 
loyalty by making the Morris Marina his clear winner, followed 
by the Ford Escort and with the Honda Accord firmly last. But 
neither of the British saloons impressed fellow-panellists Denise 
Bewsy and Andrew Perry. They both fell for the sophisticated 
Accord—a car that, it seems, can only be loved or loathed... 


HONDA ACCORD 4dr 


‘Quite superb,’ said 21-year-old 
office manager Denise Bewsy, 
from St Albans, Herts. ‘The more 
I drove it, the more it impressed 
me. The seats are comfortable, the 
ride is pleasant, and I liked the 
gearbox. Fifth gear must be good 
for motorway driving. 

‘All the instruments are easy to 
read, the clock’s a nice touch, and 
I did like all the warning lights 
that tell you such things as when 
to change the tyres. The steering 
may be a bit quick to self-centre, 
but it isn’t heavy. 

‘What didn’t I like? Well, per- 


haps the car could be shorter, to 
fit. more easily into parking 
spaces; and I appreciate that it 
could cost more to look after than 
the other two cars in this group, 
but I’d happily struggle to find the 
extra cash.’ 

Andrew Perry, too, was taken 
with the Honda’s extras. ‘Typic- 
ally Japanese, isn’t it? There are 
lots of useful safety gadgets, and 
I like the way the seatbelts retract 
into the door pillars—out of the 
way of kids’ fingers. 

‘Dislikes? Well, the back seat 
looks strictly for two. And I found 


the steering was heavy—too heavy 
for parking. The wheel was also 
cluttered. The headlamps are 
nasty fly-traps, and the spare 
wheel is at the bottom of the boot 
—I always get a puncture when 
the boot’s full.’ 

‘Too flash for me,’ was Fred 
Wilkins’ verdict. ‘I didn’t like 
those extras, such as the telltales 
that let you know when you’ve 
opened the doors—they’re an 
insult to intelligence, and I don’t 
need any of them. They’re also a 
liability: if a bulb goes, you could 
easily be lulled into thinking that 


the oil filter never needs changing. 

‘I feel sure that half the stuff 
under the bonnet isn’t necessary, 
and I certainly wouldn’t buy a car 
with all that frippery—my friends 
would laugh at me...’ 

‘Perhaps it was a bit much to 
expect ‘Fred instantly to be at 
home with the Accord,’ said 
DRIVE professional tester Peter 
Denayer, ‘but I’m intrigued that 
Andrew was “turned on”’ by the 
very gadgets that Fred disliked. 
The fact remains that, with or 
without the frills, the Accord is a 
very nice mover.’ 


CCR TENS [WLP ATU TOM Bape SS SI SES RS GER RR SIS ec eee] 


‘If the Marina’s finish and acces- 
sories were as good as the 
Honda’s, I might have voted it 
top, said antiques dealer Andrew 
Perry, 34, from Knaphill, Surrey. 
‘But its shoddy finish made it 
second in this group for me— 
there was a hole in the boot floor 
that hadn’t been ‘‘stoppered”’, 
and the paint was blistering. 

‘! was happier with the interior 
—the radio’s easy to reach, and I 
liked the new facia treatment and 
the feeling of space that it creates; 
getting in and out of the back seat 


can be extremely difficult, though. 

‘The gearbox is good—even if 
the lever could be 4in shorter— 
and I felt confident in taking the 
speed well up.’ 

‘What happened to the other 
half of the driving seat?’ asked 
Denise Bewsy. ‘I felt as though I 
were sliding off it all the time. 
After three-quarters of an hour, 
I got out exhausted. 

‘IT couldn’t find how to stop the 
windscreen wipers, and I didn’t 
like having to reach round. the 
corner for the radio; but the other 


instruments were well laid out and 
easy to find. 

‘While the gear change and 
steering feel good, the car is 
hellishly noisy at speed. It some- 
how also feels unstable.’ 

‘As soon as I got in, I felt this 
was the car for me,’ said Fred 
Wilkins. ‘It’s comfortable, leg- 
room is good, the engine would 
be easy to work on, and I always 
knew where I was with the gear- 
box. Unstable? I drive at 50mph, 
and the Marina suited me. 

‘The radio’s location wouldn’t 


bother me, either, because I don’t 
want one in my car; anyway, it’s 
got push-buttons, so you don’t 
have to see it to tune it. About all 
that the car lacks is a fifth gear, 
like my Maxi’s.’ 

Professional tester. Peter 
admitted that he was also con- 
fused by the Marina’s wipers, and 
as disappointed as Andrew with 
the car’s condition. ‘If it could be 
built to higher standards and 
made trouble-free,’ said Peter, 


- ‘I’m sure the latest Marina would 


be as good as many a Japanese.’ 


FOSD ESCORT 1.6 GHLA FE ae ae 


Thrown in at the deep-end—like 
any new-car buyer—Fred Wilkins 
said: ‘I was apprehensive at first, 
but the Escort’s seating is the best 
of the three—the only seats with 
such fine adjustment. Thedriver’s 
headrest is useless, though: if I 
laid my head back, I ended-up 
looking at the roof... and every 
time [ looked round, it whipped 
off my glasses! 

‘The engine looks as if it would 
be easy to work on—important 
for me, as I like to mess about 
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with my cars—so it’s.hard to say 
why, still, I prefer the Marina. 
Maybe it’s simply because I’ve 
never owned a Ford.’ 
Andrew Perry was far less 
impressed: ‘I thought that, for a 
top-of-the-range model, it isn’t so 
different from the basic Escort. 
The seats’ mock suede material 
isn’t practical—I kept leaving bits 
of my jumper onit; the accelerator 
pedal made my ankle ache; the 
seat is too hard; the interior is 
claustrophobic; and the heater is 


Bes 


typically Ford—red-hot or stone- 
cold, with nothing in-between. 

‘The Escort may stop and 
manoeuvre better than the other 
two, but it’s very much alittle toy 
to throw around—and that’s not 
what I want from a car.’ 

Denise Bewsy was the most 
enthusiastic of the amateur testers: 
‘The Escort is nice and nippy—I 
could happily zap about in it. But 
there’s a lot of vibration around 
the 60mph mark. 


oN 


‘Of the three, the Ford has the 


most expensive-looking interior, 
and I liked the way you can adjust 
the door mirror from inside. I'd 
certainly consider buying one— 
after the Honda.’ 

Peter Denayer had to disagree 
with Andrew about the Escort’s 
heater: ‘It’s the sensitive air- 
blending type—I like it. And 
what Fred calls a headrest is really 
a head restraint: it’s not for 
snoozing on, but to protect the 
driver’s neck against whiplash 
injury in a rear-end crash.’ 


parce | 
Bull frights 


THE ‘FRIENDLY’ between scratch 


teams of locals and_ holiday 
campers turned into a battle. 
Players went flying in every 


direction. But it was more than 
the ref’s life was worth to show 
the red card. For that, literally, 
would have been showing a red 
flag to a bull. 

In the French Camargue they 
take bullfighting to extraordinary 
lengths. Nowhere else will you 
find soccer being played in a bull- 
ring—not complete with the bull. 
Nor, for that matter, will you find 
it staged as a _holidaymaker- 
activity anywhere except in this 
wilder land of bulls and cowboys 


beside the Mediterranean. The 
brochure of British company 
Wigwam International, which 
Operates a number of tent and 
caravan holidays in conjunction 
with AA’s Argosy, had said that 
a visit to the bullring at Le Grau- 
du-Roi, near La Marine campsite, 
was ‘a must’. Luckily, perhaps, it 
didn’t spell out why. For campers 
watching the bullfights suddenly 
found themselves being asked to 
volunteer for the crazy football 
game .. . assured that the bull 
would be a petit beast, with its 
horns well padded. 

But even a small bull weighs half 
a ton or more, and packs more 
beef into its tackles than a Rugby 
League forward, and there was 
no doubt about who won the 
‘toss’ —the bull, a dozen times and 
more. But an even more lunatic 
activity lay ahead: the Torro 
Piscine, in which tourists were 
asked to risk their necks taking a 
bath with a bull! 

A canvas swimming pool was 
dragged to the centre of the ring. 
And the object of the mad game 
was to see who was brave enough 
to lie in it while various would-be 
matadors goaded the bull into 
having a swim. 

The prize for the bathers was 
a mere 10f—barely enough to 
buy ointment for the bruises— 
and the surprising winner was a 
statuesque German blonde, who 
earned her money and _ her 


applause as much for ending up 
nearly topless after getting too 
close to the bull’s horns. 

Not that nudity is anything 
strange in this free-and-easy holi- 
day centre: two miles up the road 
from the Wigwam camp is one of 
the longest naturist beaches in 
Europe. 


Despite the inroads madearound | 


the Camargue by tourism in the 
shape of space-age-looking high- 
rise resorts, its largely unspoilt 
scenery is a nature reserve in 
every sense. For this is the land 
of wild horses and beautiful pink 
flamingos, where Europe’s gypsies 
congregate once a year (in May) 
to honour their patron saint ina 
wild, week-long festival at Les 
Saintes- Maries. 

On the edge of the marshy delta 
stand several of France’s and the 
old Roman Empire’s finest cities. 

Their ancient amphitheatres and 
rich selection of other fine build- 
ings, like those in Nimes and Arles 
(Avignon is not much farther 
away), should not be missed. 

Just 10 minutes’ drive from the 
Wigwam camp stands the smaller 
yet more perfectly-preserved gem 
of a medieval city—Aigues- 
Mortes. Wandering round its 
narrow streets or walking along 
the top of its walls and 10 gates is 
as close to stepping back in time 


- as ever you'll get. But you remain 


very much in the present day at 
the campsite. Its swimming pool, 


pleasant restaurant and small 
supermarket are modern comforts 
that offset the simplicity of the 
tents and caravans. There are also 
good toilet blocks with plenty of 
hot water and flush WCs. 

Nearby lie dunes backing a 
20-mile-long beach that always 
offers uncrowded stretches. At 
hand, too, are horse-riding stables 
and trails, at which campers can 
get a 20°, discount. 

Weekly excursions are arranged 
to parts of the ‘cowboy country’ 
of the Camargue, including visits 
to farms that breed bulls for the 
torros. Some of them stage their 
own mini bullfights for tourists 

. but they, at least, don’t expect 
you to be good at soccer. 
BILL GLENTON 
Cost per week for four persons 
sharing a tent, with car-ferry cross- 
ings included, ranges from £160 
(extra week £60) in the 1979 
Argosy programme. A caravan stay 
for a similar number at the same 
camp costs from £184 (£88 extra 
week). There are moderate reduc- 
tions for children. 


Campers and caravanners shouldn't 
miss DRIVE’s sister-title, TRAIL. 
And especially not the next issue— 
on sale 29 March—in which readers 
are offered, via Wigwam Inter- 
national, exclusive and special-price 
package holidays at Continental 
campsites. See also our TRAIL 
subscription invitation—page 55. 


Have you noticed how it’s so often after dark that your 
motoring troubles begin? Is there anything much worse than 
changing a flat tyre on a rainy evening? Or removing petrol- 
wet sparkplugs by the wavering light of a torch? Or freeing 
a jammed starter-motor in the grimy, gloomy depths of the 
engine compartment? To say nothing of blithering through 
a radar trap in the bible-black night, or losing your way 


down unmarked lanes, or even having a prang . . . DRIVE 
seeks to shed light on all motoring’s problems, and guard 
you from them, issue by issue. Which is why it’s so very 
sensible to miss not one... witha subscription order for a 


year’s six issues. 


Keep going, stay safe, remain on the side 


aking your light from DRIVE. Send us your 
bright, 


Make sure of getting DRIVE by post. 


Name 
(BLOCK CAPITALS, PLEASE) 
Address 


You need send no money now 


Signature 
| am more than 18 years old 


. AA Membership Number 
(if any) 


Send in an unstamped envelope to: 


Fill in this coupon for a year's subscription—SIX issues for £2.95 


Do not use this form for subscription renewal; 
you will receive a separate invitation 


| want to subscribe to DRIVE. | enclose my remittance 
for £2.95/Please invoice me for £2.95 (delete whichever is inapplicable) 


ile 


DRIVE Directory, FREEPOST, Basingstoke, Hants RG21 2EA 


Date 


ee 


——_—_— — == SS 


as 
~S 


BLOCK CAPITALS 
surname 


About yourself initias 


FOR OFFICE 


ae 
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In addition to private use, will the car be used for: 


(a) Driving to work on three or more days a week? YES NO° cee 
If yes, name city, town or suburb where you WOTFK «0.2.02... occ escent ees 


is your place of work more than 10 miles from yourhome? ~ YES NO" 


Daytime 
Telephone NO s.csecscssc deed ctaceseunsntieee Post Code 


Membership No. (or write non-member) 


OCCUPA tee ores tes 
Employer's business 


When would you like cover to commence? 
On that date (a) How old will you be? 
(b) How long will you have been resident in the UK? 


(c) How long will you have held a full UK driving licence? Re yrs 


(d) How many years No Claim Discount will you have 
earned in your own right? 


Name of your present Insurance Company.............. Beat hd ea 


About your car 


Make and model of car including details of modifications ............ 


ENngineice. cc. .. Year of manufacture 19 [ | Value £ a 


When do you use your car? Please delete the word | 


that does not apply 


(b) Business use by yourself only? 


(c) Business use by any other person? 


(e) What is your estimated annual mileage? ..................:cceeeeee miles 
Have you or any other person who will drive this car 
(a) Been convicted of any driving offence other than parking? YES/NO" 
(b) Been involved in any accident in the last five years? YES/NO" 
(c) Suffer from any physical disability or infirmity 
e.g. heart disease etc? YES/NO’ 


(d) Commercial travelling? 


If you have answered yes to ‘a; ‘b’ or ‘c’ please give details on 
separate sheet. 
Please indicate (~~ ) who will drive the vehicle: 


(a) Yourself only 

(b) Yourself and wife/husband only 

(c) Yourself and one named driver only 
(d) Any licensed driver 


In the case of (b) and (c) please give details of other driver 
or in the case of (d) details of youngest known driver. Age 


pe 


Length full UK Driving Licence held? 0.00.0... eects years 
What cover do you want? 


Please tick the type of cover you require: 


Comprehensive eS Third Party Fire & Theft ie Third Party Only Ez Po] 


Do you wish to reduce the premium by bearing up to £25, YES NO" 
£35 or £50 of the cost of any damage to your car? 
If yes, please write your choice here £ 


Registered Office: Fanum House Basingstoke Hants RG21 2EA Regd. No. 912191 England 


CL] Travel 
LJ Life cover for family man or woman 

L] Retirement plan for self-employed 

L] Motorsure — Extended Warranty Insurance 


L} Homesure O Leisureplan for caravan, camping etc. 

L] Regular savings plan 

L] Mortgage protection 
Income in ill-health 


Please send details of the other special AA policies | have ticked: 


Just fill in and snip 
out this checklist — then post 
it free, in an unstamped envelope 
addressed to: 
AA Insurance Services Ltd, 
FREEPOST, Newcastle on Tyne, 
NEE99 2RP. 


Or take it to your 
nearest AA office. 


Let us give 
your motor 
insurance 
a cost/cover 


check up. 
It’s a free 
service! 


It's So easy to make a mistake when arranging your 
motor insurance. Trying to balance the best cover 
against the hefty premiums you have to pay today, you 
can make the wrong decision without even knowing it 

— until it’s too late. The AA want you to be sure you 
have the best-value policy for your own needs, and we 
do this free. 

The time to check your existing policy is now. Don’t 
wait until you need it. The way to check is simple — just 
fill in the form on the left and free-post it back to the AA. 


Remember too, you may be 
eligible for these special 
discounts... 


If only you and your wife are driving the car, we can 

save you up to 20%. 

If you are over 51, you can obtain at least a 10% discount. 
If your car is over 6 years old you can get a further 10% 
discount. 

If you are willing to bear the first £25, £35 or even £50 of 
any damage bill, we can save you up to 20%. 

We can also get you substantial discounts for certain 
occupations. You can even pay your premiums by easy 
instalments if you wish. 


Get details of other — 
extra-value AA policies too 


AA Insurance Services offer members a free broking 
service for all policies. Motorsure for example — 2 year 
warranty cover for your car repair bills. Cover for your 
house and contents too, your leisuretime activities, or 
holiday and business travel. We also have low-cost life 
assurance and high-return regular savings policies on 
special terms. For details, tick the appropriate box on 
the checklist left, before you send it off. 


Least said 
the better 


There are some things about motoring that ‘i Eee, oa =. —s = : 
leave you simply speechless. Especially Ne SWAN eo 4 
as seen by Larry... Mazo __ eae 2-7 Sk 
“ a Y 
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BILL HUNTLEY’S Ford Cortina was due for 
its first MoT test, and Bill knew that, for the 
past couple of weeks, the brakes had been 
feeling a little less powerful than normal. 
A quick check showed why: the front disc 
pads were low on ‘meat’. 

No problem. Replacing pads is a 30-minute 
job for a competent DIY man, and at a high- 
street accessory shop Bill quickly found new 
pads to fit his car. In fact, he had a choice— 
a well-advertised brand, and a cheaper make 
that looked identical. Why pay more for the 
same thing, he reasoned, and bought the 
cheap set. They fitted perfectly. 

A check.on emergency-stopping before the 
MoT... and as Bill’s size 10 hit the brake 
pedal, the back end of the Cortina whipped 
round in a spin. Fortunately the road was 
clear. But he could easily have collected a 
passing car, or a child on the pavement. 


‘Bill Huntley’ is fictional, but the facts are 
not. In the last three years there has been 
a frightening number of brake pads on 
sale in high-street shops—frightening 
because many are rubbish. And because, 
despite the weight of legislation covering 
vehicle construction and use, there’s noth- 
ing anyone can do to prevent a motorist 
like Bill gambling unwittingly with his 
life and the lives of other road-users. 

The awful truth, DRIVE has discovered, is 
that anyone can stick fibrous material to 
metal plates and sell them as brake pads. 
‘It’s a fact, says Paul Oppenheimer, 
technical supremo of Girling brakes, head 
of the Society of Motor Manufacturers 
and Traders car brakes technical commit- 
tee, and the British industry’s representa- 
tive at International Standards Organisa- 


Lovin’ thespin 
you’re in? 


tion meetings. ‘The replacement brake- 
pad market is a mess.’ 

But if manufacturers of reputable brake 
pads are shaking their heads in disbelief 
at the many blatantly unsafe products on 
the shelves, ‘pirate’-pad makers are laugh- 
ing all the way to the bank . . . banks that 
are likely to be in India, Italy, Spain or 
S America, where many of the suspect 
brake pads originate. 

During its investigations, DRIVE was 
given access to confidential test data 
carried out by the UK brake industry on 
a selection of cheap imports, all bought 
from normal retail outlets—tests designed 
to prove pads made to original-equipment 
standards for the British motor industry. 
(They’re the pads fitted to your car when 
it came off the production line, produced 
as aresult of exhaustive research by brake- 
pad makers such as Mintex, Don and 
Ferodo.) 

The test findings are alarming, and 
DRIVE, together with car and brake 
manufacturers, is frankly appalled at a 
current situation that takes advantage of 
motorists’ ignorance and permits the sale 
of pads that can 
@spin a car out of control when emer- 
gency braking at motorway speeds 
@lock up far too early under panic 
braking, with the loss of both effective 
braking and steering 
@ ‘fade’ to such a degree in repeated use 
that, say, a woman of average strength 
would not be able to push the: brake 
pedal hard enough to stop the car 
@wear out up to 20 times faster than the 
correct original equipment-spec product. 

We have also heard of garages that fit 


the cheapest-posst 
for the best—whe 
cars in for the brake: 
second-rate pads package 
the original-equipment prod 
It’s hardly necessary to say tha 
is a vital function; but the way in wh 
the few. square inches of bi 
material slow the car is complex 
safety-critical. ‘Near enough’ is 
standard for brake pads—as the UK 
makers’ tests clearly showed. All were 
carried out on the same Ford Cortina 
Mk 3, using the same criteria throughout 

. and the varying performance of the 
different brake pads under test was, to 
put it mildly, staggering. 


The High-speed Spinner 

Source: Italy. Availability: many high- 
street stores throughout the UK. Applica- 
tion (as stated on the packaging): Ford 
Cortina Mk 3 1300, 1600, 2000o0hc or 
1600ohc. 

Ford says: ‘We specify two grades of 
friction material for these models—high- 
friction for the 1300 and 1600, low-friction 
for the ohc models. A_ low-friction 
material fitted to the 1300 and 1600 would 
lock up the rear brakes too early. At best, 
that’s undesirable; at. worst, the driver 
probably would lose control.’ 

The: tests- showed that, at 60mph, the 


‘pads had a 30°%-lower friction level than 


at 30mph. In simple terms, this means that 
panic braking at 30mph made the front 
wheels lock first to give straight-line 
braking. But a crash stop at 60mph— 
motorway speed—made the test car’s rear 
brakes lock first, so that the car slewed and 
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Tour Wales -for 
only £6 a night 


The new Freedom of Wales “Go 
where you're welcome” scheme 
gives motorists the choice of 
over 100 hotels in Wales. Decide 
your own pace and itinerary and 
stay at a recommended hotel for 
a fixed price of £6 per night 
inclusive of full breakfast, 
service and V.A.T. Small hotels, 
friendly and personal service. 
For free folder about this new 
scheme write to: Dept. D1, 
Woodcock International, 

23 High Petergate, York 
YO12HS, Tel: York 39226 or 
call in at principal Tourist 
Information Centres. 


Youll love 
the Heart 
of England 


STA 


So much to see and do. 
Holidays and breaks 
to suit everyone. 
Find out more by sending 
30p+10p Postage 
for your Holiday Guide to: 


Heart of England Tourist Board 
Dept. D, P.O. Box 15, 
Worcester. 
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PIRATE PADS 


spun out of control, and on a motorway 
that could result in an accident involving 
three lanes of traffic. 

The pads also suffered performance fall- 
off, and demanded much higher-than- 
average pedal pressures at faster speeds. 

By comparison, the recommended 
original equipment (OE) pads for the 
Cortina show only a 1% variation in 
efficiency between 30mph and 60mph, 
giving stable braking at both speeds. 


The Early Slider 

Source: Unknown, but believed to be 
foreign; packed in the UK. Availability: 
wide. Application: Ford Cortina Mk 3, 
models unspecified. 

One supplier told DRIVE: “You wouldn’t 
know the maker’s name if I told you. 
They’re foreign pads that we have 
specially packed. They’re very good.’ 

Superficially, they were. ‘The pads have 
an extremely high friction level,’ com- 
mented the test report. ‘Anyone fitting 
them would probably think they fe/t good 
—very “sudden” at low-pedal efforts.’ 
But, as Ford’s engineers confirm, this 
could in fact lead to front-brake lock-up 
at much lower speeds... and asliding car 
cannot be steered or slowed. 

At 60mph, the pads lost performance by 
40°,, with the same result as detailed 
above—only more so. 


The Disappearing Trickster 

Source: Italy. Availability: mainly small 
motor accessory shops. Application: 
servo-assisted Ford Cortina Mk 3. 

The pads faded and wore so rapidly 
during testing that they didn’t complete 
the course, losing 0.267in to expose the 
back plates. (Recommended Don brake 
pads lost 0.03in in the same test.) 


High wear is nothing unusual with 
cheapskate brake materials: Automotive 
Products showed DRIVE a set of ‘pirate’ 
pads for a Chrysler Hunter that had worn 
at almost 20 times the rate of the pads that 
AP buys from Mintex. 

DRIVE has also seen pads where the 
friction material has been torn from the 
back plate in a test to simulate the stresses 
of repeated braking under heavy load, 
such as when caravan towing down a 
mountain pass... 

Brake pads are a rip-off manufacturer’s 
dream. With the disc-front/drum-rear set- 
up now used in almost all family cars, 
brake-system design is highly standard- 
ised: the pad on one vehicle may well be 
the same size and shape as that on a 
vehicle of totally different weight, speed 
potential and balance. 

Pad makers such as Don, Ferodo and 
Mintex point to the research and develop- 
ment that they pour into matching the 
right materials to the make and model of 
each car—Don, for example, uses 30 
different friction materials, each of which 
may look identical, but only one of which 
is right for any given application. 

If a company wants to supply car manu- 
facturers with OE pads, then it must spend 


money on research. But ‘pirate’ pad 
makers don’t supply manufacturers, ‘and 
they don’t have the back-up testing to 
make sure the product is right for the car,’ 
claims Brian Pratt, car-materials head of 
Don, who showed DRIVE a set of foreign 
pads, on sale in the UK, that are claimedto 
be suitable for a huge range of vehicles, 
from Ford Escorts to Porsches and 
Mercedes-Benz models. ‘We cover that 
range with three or four different friction 
materials,’ he says. ‘These people use one 
—that’s why they resocheap.’ 

Price has been the key to the success of 
the suspect makes. Front-brake disc pads 
usually wear out before rear-drum linings 
and have become what the accessory trade 
calls ‘fast movers’, along with windscreen 
wipers and brake hoses. They’re a simple, 
cheap DIY job—motorists who wouldn’t 
dare to touch brake-relining can change 
a set of pads in 15-30 minutes. Thus 
competition is fierce, and price-cutting 
works in accessory shops and garages. 

DRIVE’s research shows that many of 
these ‘quickie’ outlets sell more than one 
make of pad—a leading brand (what the 
trade call a ‘premium product’) and a 
cheaper alternative. And, notsurprisingly, 
the cheaper product almost always out- 
sells the premium product, often by as 
much as four to one. 

Of course, cheap doesn’t have to be 
nasty; but where there is a need to cut 
costs without any legislation to safeguard 
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quality, the dangers are obvious. ‘We’re 
getting an increasing demand from acces- 
sory shops for a cheaper brake pad,’ says 
Brian Ritchie, of car-parts wholesaler 
Brown Brothers. ‘I’ve lost count of the 
number I’ve been offered in the last couple 
of years, but most are inferior.’ 

Ritchie also finds that appearances are 
deceiving: ‘What’s written on the pack 
isn’t necessarily what’s inside. I’ve found 
the same product in three differently- 
branded boxes. They’re simply shipped in 
bulk from somewhere abroad, and 
packaged up with someone’s name.’ 

“You get what you pay for,’ says Marcus 
Jacobson, chief engineer of the AA. ‘The 
cost of a brake pad is directly related to 
the amount of high-grade material and 
research and development that go into 
it.” But cost isn’t always related to retail 
price, and what you pay in a motor shop 
isn’t always a reliable guide to quality. 

Phoning round with the help of Yellow 
Pages, DRIVE quickly found an accessory 
shop selling inferior pads alongside Jurid, 
a German make comparable to Mintex or 
Ferodo and supplied as OE on several 
Continental cars. The suspect pads’ 
maker supplies no car manufacturer, yet 
both pads were on sale at the same price, 
using the psychology that suggests that 
one must be as good as the other. The 
inescapable conclusion was that some- 
one—perhaps the shop owner, maybe his 
wholesaler, probably both—were ‘using’ 


a reputable product to make a bigger 
profit on a cheap and nasty one. 

All these accusations are serious. Safe 
braking is a serious matter, and motorists 
have a right to expect safety in this 
critical area. So why, when it can be 
shown that there are dangerous brake 
pads on the market, is their continued 
sale allowed? 

The answer is that they stay on the 
shelves because no one can forbid them. 
For all the mass of often-pedantic legis- 
lation surrounding car construction and 
use, there is no fixed standard for braking 
performance. 

Car manufacturers have standards, of 
course, and these must be met by original- 
equipment materials. And it’s true that a 
brake-pad manufacturer that supplies 
original equipment to a car maker prob- 
ably will apply the correct standards of 
material to any replacement pad that it 
produces. It is too easy, however, to legis- 
late for OE-replacement parts only. There 
are such laws in W Germany, and no one 
in Britain to whom DRIVE has spoken 
particularly wants to see them here: ‘Less 
choice can’t be good for consumers,’ says 
Colin Baker, of AP. ‘But we would 
welcome government standards.’ 

Mike Walton, senior marketing man at 
Don, would prefer a ‘grading system 
operated by an independent body to 
approve certain friction materials for 
certain cars’. But certainly the British 


Standards Institution has no plans to draw 
up brake-pad standards at present. Nor 
has the government made any move. 

‘We have had international discussions 
on the subject, says Noel Newstead, 
spokesman for the Department of Trans- 
port, and adds only that DoT thinking has 
been to allow competitive ranges or parts 
rather than one-make type approval, and 
to consider legislation /ikely to ensure 
braking to OE standards. 

The AA’s Jacobson feels that car manu- 
facturers should have the responsibility of 
recommending specific makes of replace- 
ment parts. “Car makers should specify 
three choices,’ he says. But it isn’t a view 
that finds much favour in the brake 
industry: ‘Manufacturers shouldn’t have 
that power,’ one told DRIVE, flatly. Nor 
will a materials’ specification achieve 
enough. As Brian Pratt, of Don, points 
out: ‘We all use different raw materials, 
and we all manufacture in different ways. 
It’s final performance that matters... 

That would be fine if there were an inter- 
nationally-accepted yardstick by which to 


judge pads’ performance. Then it would 


be a simple matter to require pad makers 
to match their products to an approved 
standard—as happens in certain states of 
America. In the UK today, however, you 
plump for the original-equipment part, or 
take your chance. And as one brake manu- 
facturer, comments, wryly: “Dead men 
don’t come back to complain.’ MIKE HILL 
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‘MAKE IT £150 and Ill take it as it 
stands, said the punter. ‘No 
come-backs. I promise.’ 

‘It’ was a Volkswagen 1600 fast- 
back, and it had stood on my 
used-car lot long enough to give 
birth. The paint had weathered to 
a white dust that came off on the 
sponge during its weekly wash; 
the £195 price-label had melted 
on to the windscreen. But we 
gave it little runs round the block 
to keep the oil circulating, it had 
a current MoT and we had given 
it a bit of a service. Apart from 
being lefthand-drive, it was worth 
the money at £195. But 150 dirty 
pound notes tempted me... 

I'd hardly had time to fiddle the 
books before the punter was back. 

‘The wheels are dropping off, 
he said. 

We get them like that all the 
time. Nutters. 

I wheeled out the trolley-jack, 
lifted up the front, heaved on the 
nearside front tyre . . . and there 
couldn’t have been more than a 
couple of thou play. ‘Where?’ 

“Well, they were nearly dropping 
off at home,’ he said. 

I let down the jack and went to 
shake the wheel again, to prove 
him wrong. And this time there 
was about 3in movement. The 
whole front unit was loose. 

That’s how it had passed our 
servicing, and that’s how it 
hadn't been spotted in the MoT 
test: in both cases the front end 
had been jacked up, and in that 
position everything felt fine. Put 
weight on the wheels, and the fault 
was obvious. 

‘lve got to admit you are right,’ 
I said. 

‘It should never be on the road,’ 
he said. ‘I am going to see my 
solicitor about this. And Esther 
Rantzen.’ 

‘Is she good at repairing Volks- 
wagens?’ I said. 

There is a repertoire that punters 
run through. He was on Page | of 
the script. He still had to ask 
what would have happened if it 
had broken down miles from any- 
where? What would have hap- 
pened if a child had been running 
across the road at the time? How 
was he going to get his grand- 
mother to church on Sunday? 

I never listen to it all, because if 
there is anything that. makes me 
annoyed it is a punter who cries 
before he gets hurt. 

So, we made a mistake. I make 
lots of mistakes. If he’d shut up, I 
would have told him that we 
would put things right. Free. But 
then he said something that made 
me change my mind. 

‘You dealers are all the same. 
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The customer 
is always... 


Arnold Handley claims to 
be an expert on motorists’ 
complaints. And certainly 
he has had a lot of 
experience of them... 
from the wrong end. He is 
a motor trader 


And that garage that signed the 
MoT must have been bribed. This 
ought to bea police case...” 

The rest of the script was hot air. 
This was an insult. 

Now we deal with an old- 
fashioned, dead-honest _ test 
centre with a high failure-rate. 
When a car is passed, it usually 
means that its owner has got a 
good one. This VW was the first 
time it had slipped up. 

‘Stuff you,’ I said. ‘So sue me. 
You wanted a cut-price motor, 
and the agreement was that you 
bought it without guarantee. 
Now it’s just your hard luck.’ 

He went through a quarter of an 
hour of shouting and arm-waving. 
Then he said something that com- 
pletely swung the argument. 

‘Suppose I'd spotted this wheel- 
play last week, when you were 
giving me all that sales chat, 
trying to sell it to me. Wouldn’t 
you have repaired it free of charge 
then, to make the sale?’ 

He had me. He was right. 

‘Then, to be fair, you should 
repair it now,’ he said. 

He got his Volkswagen repaired. 
It cost me nearly as much as he’d 
paid for the car. But it was right 
that I should. be the loser... 

It’s no good telling a car dealer 
that he’s a crook. Legal threats 
don’t frighten us. The thing that 
works is reason. 

I use it myself when I have a 
complaint. Not with cars, of 
course, because if I buy a dud 


motor it’s my own fault. But with 
washing machines and televisions 
and cameras, I say to the shop 


manager: ‘It’s not your fault, 
you didn’t make it, but there’s 
been a slip-up in manufacture. 
Can you sort it out for me?’ 

The only time that sweet 
reasonableness doesn’t help the 
motorist is when he really is deal- 
ing with a crook. They exist, and 
the most difficult of all are those 
private vendors who are un- 
hampered by trade ethics and 
consumer laws. Traders like me 
enjoy making a profit out of a car; 
crooks only enjoy conning the 
punters. 

So when you buy privately, do 
what the books say. Vet the 
motor, and check that the seller 
really owns it; find out if its age 
and mileage are true; and do one 
more thing . . . hang on to your 
money. 

If the vendor promises to fix the 
wipers, hang on to your money 
until he does so. If he promises to 
post the licence document on to 
you, pay him after you have 
received it. If he says that the 
new tyres he’s promised haven't 
arrived because of a strike, but 
they'll be in for sure on Tuesday, 
and he needs your money now 
because he promised to buy his 
children new shoes .. . tell him 
hard luck, and you'll pay him 
Wednesday. 

The man holding the money is 
always in control of the deal. 


That’s why when we repair a car 
it never leaves our workshop until 
the customer pays cash. The law 
calls it repairers’ lien. 

Like last week, when we were 
fitting an engine into an Austin 
1800 and all the dealings were 
done by the owner’s wife. We 
never met her. She was just an 
aggressive voice on the telephone. 
“You were supposed to be wait- 
ing for us to leave the car last 
night, and you were closed,’ she 
started up. ‘I know we were a bit 
after closing-time, but you might 
have waited five minutes. If that’s 
all you think of our custom, 
remember who it is who pays 
your wages. We had to put the 
keys through the letterbox; sup- 
pose thieves broke in and took 
away our car, who would have 
paid for the damage then... ?” 
Most people complain after we 
have repaired their motor. She 
was setting up a world speed- 
record by complaining before- 
hand. 

When the old engine was taken 
out, we found the clutch and 
waterpump worn. ‘Well,’ she 
said, ‘they were all right before 
you started messing about.’ And 
when the new engine was in and 
it wouldn’t pick up sweetly 
because of a flat-spot in the 
carburettor, we tossed up for 
who should tell her the news. 

In a way, her aggression worked: 
no one told us that it was an 
automatic when we did the first 


estimate over the telephone, so 
she got away with £3-worth of 
automatic fluid that we were too 
timid to charge for. 

On the other hand, we refused 
to release the vehicle until she 
paid notes. Not a cheque, because 
we knew that she would be the sort 
to stop the cheque as soon as she 
got home. We also listed every 
suspect ancillary, and made a 
formal note of her refusal to 
allow us to replace them. And 
her husband—who was ever such 
a quiet bloke—staggered off with 
an 1800 that was running lumpily 
because we had done exactly no 
more and no less than we had 
been paid for. 

To us, conflicts over repairs are 
simple. There is none of the 
irrational emotion found with 
used-car buyers, who want roomy 
yet small, powerful yet economic, 
unobtrusive yet ostentatious, 
cheap yet expensive motors 
painted in a reddish sort of green. 
With a repair, if it is half a thou 
oversize it will rattle: if it is half 
a thou undersize it will seize. 
There should be no argument if 
a repair ever goes wrong. 

But there is. 

A pretty little girl bought a 
Vauxhall Viva engine from us 
and her boyfriend fitted it. Six 
months later, she complained 
that our engine was no good 
because it was (a) knocking, 
(b) overheating, (c) vibrating. 

We apologised. We ran about 
in a flap, and regular customers 
had their repairs delayed while 
we gave the Viva priority. The 
check showed that (a) the prop- 
shaft universal joints were 
finished, (b) the ignition was 
retarded, the thermostat jammed 
and the radiator blocked, and (c) 
the engine mountings were loose. 

And our engine? Perfect. 

I know of one garage where a 
punter complained: ‘When you 
fitted this new engine you put the 
oil light in upside-down.’ 

The worried fitter switched on 
the ignition and the light came 
on. He blipped the throttle and 
the light went out. ‘So?’ he asked. 

‘There you are!’ said the punter. 
‘With my old engine, that little 
light used to shine beautiful all 
the time.’ 

Only yesterday, a woman com- 
plained to me: ‘My car you’ve 
just serviced has a funny noise. 
I'm not mechanically-minded, 
but it sounds just like a beer 
bottle rolling about in the boot.’ 

We all fell about laughing. It 
made a nice addition to the 
trade’s women-driver _ stories. 
Then I wiped my eyes, drove her 
motor on to the hoist, checked 
the spring shackles, looked for 
play in the shock absorber mount- 
ings, checked that the exhaust 
was clear of the underbody. 

Nearly an hour later I lowered 
the hoist and looked in the boot. 
And found a beer bottle. 

Rolling about. 
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Outdoors into your home throughout the year with 
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NYONE BUYING a Car to last 

10 years is sure to give a lot 
of thought to their choice. But 
there can be few buyers who 
research the market quite as 
thoroughly as DRIVE’s new long- 
term-test owner, Elizabeth Hali- 
burton-Wareham. 

Elizabeth, 33-year-old wife of a 
chartered accountant from That- 
cham, Berks, traded in a 1976 
Fiat 127S for a Peugeot 104SL last 
October, simply to gain two extra 


| doors. ‘I have a bad back, and 


humping an infant in and out isn’t 
on with a two-door car,’ she says. 
‘IT also needed a _ hatchback 
will soon 


because the famils 


t Car to check 
ge 
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increase in size, and [I shall want 


to put a carry-cot inthe back... 
‘I thought of Japanese cars like 
Honda and Datsun, but I reckon 
the government is going to clamp 
down on them by taxing parts, or 
something. We've had several 
Toyotas, and they were all fan- 
tastic, but I decided it had to be 
a European car. The search 
pointed to Renaults, but the 4 is 
too basic and the 14 too big. 
‘When we lived in Kenya, we 
met several Peugeot owners who 
seemed never to service their cars 
—yet they kept going, and to my 
mind that meant reliability. As 
soon as we saw the 104, we said 


in for long-term 


its first inspection 
“we took into the 


Lap 


rather like a French Rover... 

‘Metallic paint was out because 
of repair problems, but I wanted 
a safe colour. Lime green looked 
vile, so I settled for orange. 

‘The car will be used just for 
shopping, going to the golf club 
and the school run, and it has to 
last me 10 years. That’s why we’ve 
had it Ziebarted for an extra £100. 

‘It certainly is more comfortable 
than the Fiat. Disappointments? 
Well, there’s no carpet in the 
back, but I suppose that’s practi- 
cal; and I found a dirty patch on 
the front carpet... 

‘Buy British? No, not again. We 


OK. It really is so well made— once had a Mini that was always 


going wrong, and nobody seemed 
to care at all. But we would con- 
sider a Rolls-Royce, of course!’ 

Within 46 hours of the Peugeot 
being delivered from A & B 
Motors (Hermitage), of Newbury, 
Berks, AA engineer Chris War- 
wick was giving it DRIVE’s Check | 
at Basingstoke. He concluded that 
the vehicle was in a ‘reasonably 
satisfactory’ condition: the carpet 
stain was cleaning fluid, he 
thought. 

On the ramp, Warwick pointed 
to an engine oil leak, apparently 
from the valve-cover gasket. The 


oil filler cap had a twisted retain- 


within 


FIFTEEN YEARS AGO, top profes- 
sional racing drivers used to drift 
casually from one European race 
to the next via favourite resorts 
and watering-holes, taking in as 
many Michelin-starred restau- 


| rants as they could. So to the 


top pro of that era his road car 
was almost as important as the 
car he drove on the race track: 
Grand Touring cars and open- 
topped sports models were the 
order of the day. 

Today, with more races to enter, 
the drivers’ schedules are more 
demanding, and few of them have 
the time to travel by road. Indeed, 


the majority of top drivers spend 
more time commuting in light 
aeroplanes and helicopters than 
they do in cars. The race-track 
hero of yesteryear, winding his 
way over the Alps in his rag-top, 
has been replaced by the brief- 
case-carrying businessman, dash- 
ing from the airport’s Avis 
parking lot, waving his airline 
credit card and hoping to make 
his next racing or business date. 

Do any of the Grand Prix 
drivers still enjoy their private 
motoring? Well, Ferraris Jody 
Scheckter, a South African 
living in Monaco, is one of the 


few who has a feel for his per- 
sonal wheels—but it’s happened 
only recently. In 1977 he bought 
a 10-year-old Rolls-Royce S3 that 
he garages in London. ‘It’s a 
gentlemanly way to travel,’ says 
Scheckter. 

At home, in Monaco, £27,000 
worth of new _ light-brown 
Ferrari 400 sits in his garage, 
bought to celebrate his Ferrari 
contract: ‘And, believe me, you 
do buy them—even when you’re 
a Ferrari driver. There’s no such 
thing as a free sample here.’ 
Ferrari’s test track is a 34-hour 
drive from Monaco and Scheckter 
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ing clip, and the engine idled too 
quickly; more seriously, clutch 
spin made it difficult to engage 
first gear at rest, and ‘quiet’ 
selection of reverse was impos- 
sible—a problem eased by adjust- 
ing the idling speed. 

The Ziebart treatment was 
adequate, apart from a number 
of badly treated patches and some 
parts that had been missed. 
Elizabeth is unquestionably the 
most fastidious lady driver we 
have met in many a year, and she 
quietly noted Warwick’s every 
criticism at Check 1. Her chances 
of ending up with a well-sorted 
car must be high... 


Rod Clarke 


has to be there at least once, 
often twice a week: ‘For that 
sort of journey I need something 
fast and comfortable, and this is 
it, he says with some pride. 

World champion Mario Andretti 
is a self-confessed car freak. At 
his home in Nazareth (USA) he 
has a motor ‘house’ to accom- 
modate all his ‘toys’—a selection 
of snow-mobiles, karts, buggies, 
motorcycles and cars. 

Andretti has cars to fit his 
every mood: a camper for week- 
ends with his wife and three 
children; a bright yellow Ferrari 
‘because it’s really so much 


O UR SECOND long-term-test 
owner couldn’t wait to finish 
his year with DRIVE. It wasn’t that 
British Airways pilot Tony Colin 
grew upset as our engineer, Chris 
Warwick, picked up every minute 
defect in Tony’s dark blue Alfa- 
sud 1300ti; it was just that BA 
made him an offer he simply 
couldn’t refuse. 

With 10 months’ Alfasud owner- 
ship under his belt, Tony locked 
the car away under dust-sheets in 
his Berkshire garage and packed 
off to fly for BA in Australia for 
four months, with his wife Sjaan 
and baby Laura. However, DRIVE 
was left in charge of the car keys, 
and, with 10,345 miles clocked up, 
the Alfasud was brought in to the 
AA’s Basingstoke technical 
research centre for its final check. 
‘The car had been serviced at 
10,000 miles by Ormsby Cars, of 
Reading, Berks, who had also 
tackled a brake problem: the Sud 
was pulling to the left due to a 
drive-shaft oil seal leak. The sun- 
shine roof had become too stiff 
to operate; and Tony was also 
complaining about the effort 
needed to shut the car doors, 
particularly the driver’s. 

Warwick noted that the door 
problem was a catchplate in need 
of adjustment. He also observed 
that the rubber trim was falling 
off the front bumper, and that 
there was early evidence of rust- 
ing in door-skin seams and the 
bonnet panel stiffener. 

The engine condition was gener- 
ally satisfactory, apart from just 
a touch of oil seepage, and it was 
well tuned. There was surface 
rusting on the exhaust pipe, and 
slight clutch spin made it difficult 
for rapid changes into first or 
reverse gears. 

On the ramp, Warwick noticed 
that Ormsby had fitted a new off- 
side front disc as well as new front 
brake pads—the old disc had 
been slightly pitted and scored. 
However, the nearside front brake 
was binding, and Warwick recom- 
mended early attention. 

Readers may remember that, 
before Tony Colin had owned the 
Alfasud for 24 hours, he was 
having minor problems: he trotted 
out to his garage one bleak 
January morning last year to find 
that the battery had been flattened 


fun to drive’; a beige Cadillac 
Seville ‘for going to do business 
in’, and a black Lotus Esprit that 
‘comes with the job’. 

In contrast, Niki Lauda, the 
man who bounced back after 
being given the last rites, is an 
aviation buff. He owns two 
aeroplanes and spends as much 
time in the air as he can. But in 
the garage of his Salzburg home 
is a Rolls-Royce S1, restored for 
him by the Crewe factory. ‘It’s 
the permanent resident here,’ says 
Lauda, dismissing with a wave a 
selection of Alfas and Fiats that 
he describes simply as ‘sets of 


by a faulty stoplight switch; and 
when he manoeuvred the car into 
the AA’s service bay for Check 1, 
he couldn’t get out—a faulty door 
catch was to blame. 

But love conquers all, and Tony 
was even sanguine when research 
engineer Lawrence Pearce found 
that the Endrust treatment had 
missed the front box sections and 
the double skin round the rear 
suspension pick-up points. 

A second opinion was called for, 
and an AA corrosion expert 
moved in with an endoscope to 
discover a nasty red blotch inthe 
offside front wing: ‘There’s noth- 
ing you can do about it,’ Tony was 


wheels’. James Hunt, formerly 
Britain’s number one GP star and 
now a tax exile in Spain, is another 
Mercedes man. His garage in 
Marbella houses, the most expen- 
sive of the Mercedes range, the 
£26,000 450SEL. 

‘Sadly, I don’t use it for much 
more than going to the golf course 
and Malaga Airport—but it’s the 
car, no mistake,’ says James. 
When in England, Hunt uses a 
black Vauxhall Chevette, which 
he calls Boris, as part of the deal 
he has with Vauxhall for advertis- 
ing its products. 

Frenchman Patrick Tambay, 


there will simply accelerate the 
corrosion outwards...’ 

Pearce also found a tyre over- 
inflated by nearly 30°, two 
spanners missing from the Sud’s 
toolkit, a defective brake-fluid 
warning light and an over-filled 
sump. He noted a plastic cap 
missing from a hole drilled by the 
Endrust operator, severe pitting 
in the chrome on the driver’s door 
mirror, and an assortment of 
paint blemishes . . . but still Tony 
Colin went home a happy man. 

A fast drive to Holland helped 
him to reach his first 1500-mile 
service in double-quick time. 


former Olympic ski champion 
and now Marlboro-McLaren’s 
GP driver, sums up many drivers’ 
attitudes to personal cars: ‘I don’t 
think any of us /ike cars—they’re 
simply the tools of our trade. But 
if you’re a professional, you’re 
expected to be seen with good 
and glamorous cars.’ 

Scheckter’s opinion is even 
more realistic: “Cars are a rotten 
investment. They cost a fortune 
and depreciate at three times 
the speed of inflation. My Rolls 
will appreciate; it’s hedge against 
the depreciation on the Ferrari.’ 

NICK BRITTAN 
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Anthony Peagam 


Let the AA put you 
on the right road! 


Motorists’ 
Atlasof | 
Great Britain 


Ref.No.55521. The exciting 

new budget value atlas for 

those who need a scale 

larger than the Members 

Handbook but do not 

necessarily need the 

larger scale of The AA 

Great Britain Road Atlas. 

Large 5 miles to the inch 

scale makes finding the 

way clear and simple. Full 

colour maps plus distance chart 

and route planning maps. Practically every 

motorable public road is included (outside built 

up areas). 112 pages include index of 25,000 place names. ~ 
Size 12"”x8%" with hard covers. 5 mile 


£2-50 + 45p. p&p Fakir 


Price to Non-Members £2.95+ 45p. p&p 


LONG TERM TEST CLUB 


Ormsby Cars decided to respray 
the scratched bonnet and boot lid 
—a job well done—replaced the 
pitted mirror and told him that the 
rev counter was inaccurate and 
would be replaced free of charge. 

DRIVE was impressed, and, when 
the Alfa reappeared for Check 2, 
last March, Chris Warwick 
scratched his head and muttered: 
‘IT can’t find anything wrong with 
this car. But Tony Colin was 
getting the idea, and he was able 
to draw Warwick’s attention to 
the way the driver’s door was 
rubbing paint off the door pillar, 
allowing red primer to show 
through. 

An indication of what a thorough 
service can do was given by 
Tony’s petrol logbook: careful 
brim-to-brim checking told him 
that overall consumption had 
risen from 284mpg to 31 mpg after 
Ormsby’s 1500-mile check. 

Stereo radio and cassette player 
were next on the list for the 
gadget-keen Tony, and contact- 
breaker points were replaced by 
a Lumenition electronic ignition 
system. The latter proved difficult 
to fit, but once in place it gave no 
cause for concern; Tony was sure 
that he had made a shrewd move. 
Ormsby Cars, meanwhile, were 
fitting a third rey counter, and 
attending to a low-reading oil- 
pressure gauge, which turned out 
to be atrivial transmitter problem. 


Long-term experiences invited 


As the weather warmed up, Tony 
reported 34mpg after a long 
motorway blast. A similar car on 
a DRIVE short-term test at the 
time returned 324mpg... 

On 6 September, Check 3 ended 
with Chris Warwick admitting 
that there was ‘very little of 
significance to report’. Underside, 
a new transmission end-plate 
gasket had been fitted, reducing 
the oil leak, but seepage from the 
oil filter suggested a faulty seal 
between the filter canister and its 
mounting. 

Brake problems were starting to 
show, however, and Warwick 
noted that the nearside rear brake 
disc was rusty and scored on its 
inner face, possibly from long 
periods parked at Heathrow Air- 
port. On the road, the car pulled 
to the left. 

‘Compared with the virtually 
faultless Ford Cortina 1600GL to 
which DRIVE bade farewell in the 
last issue, Tony’s Alfasud has had 
its share of niggling faults. But in 
Tony Colin, Alfa Romeo and 
Ormsby Cars surely could not 
have found a more-demanding 
customer: a pilot who demands 
perfection of all his machines. 

To Ormsby Cars’ eternal credit, 
it provided a degree of service 
hard to equal. I 
buyers enjoy such treatment, they 
are indeed a privileged crew... 

ROBERT OXFORD 


f all Alfasud ~ 


Help our long-distance runners from getting too lonely by telling us of 
YOUR experience as an owner-driver of a Peugeot 104SL or any of the 
other models currently under long-term test with DRIVE. Owners of 
Austin’s Allegro 1300 Super can contribute to next issue's review of 
Peter and Jackie Murray’s car as it bows out of our club. How rare was 
its leaking half-shaft seal, and how common its overall 361mpg? Or 
tell us about DRIVE’s other cars: the Citroen CX2400 Super C-matic, 
Toyota Celica XT2000, Triumph TR7 and—newest of all, in our next 
issue—the Volvo 244DL, recently bought by 26-year-old Guildford 
surgeon Sheila Platt. 


map pocket for route 
map in use. Size 1012"x10" 
(contents shown are not 
included with the map case). 


£2. 95 + 35p. p&p 


Ref.No.77091. A robust and 
attractive container for all 
those maps, guides and 
handbooks. Made in wipe 
clean PVC, with transparent 


|e Ff Ff fF Ff fF Ff FF Ff Fs 
Send your order today to: AA Mail Order Dept., P.0. Box 50, Basingstoke, Hants, RG21 2EA. 


te 
Lin] 
@ 


Name 
Ya 
Address 
eC 
Signed! am over 18) erin titins > * A 


cannot be accepted 


Enter Membership Number or ‘NON-MEMBER’ 


MenbNe BAG 22 oe aR 


Items required 


Motorist’s Atlas of G.B. 
Touring Map Case 


For office use only q Skip out | _ ae av: 


Offer-applies to U.K. only. The AA agrees to hold prices until 1/9/79. | 
PBM 614 | 
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The Original Brake Shoe? 


Things have changeda lot since this ingenious brake was devised. None of today’s 
vehicles could get by with such a simple braking system. 

Don have applied at least as much ingenuity in finding the materials and the 
systems to stop anything on the road today. Constant innovation has beena feature of 
Dons history since the company was founded in 1881. Necessarily so, since Don has 
had to keep pace with the rapid improvements in cars and trucks over the years. 


At least now we know where they got the phrase “brake shoe’ 


Don dare! 


Don do what no other manufacturer dares. They offer a15,000 mile guarantee on 
brake linings and pads. You have to have a lot of confidence in your product to do that. 
Don know there's no better brake part on the market. Extensive research and develop- 
ment followed by test after test makes sure. 


Don International 


Don International Limited Telephone: 061-205 2371 
Hendham Vale Telex: 667161 
Manchester M9 1SX 


Put an AA 


Members Loan 
at the top ,- 

of your {\ ge 
shopping list _ 


Whatever you’re thinking of buying that’s going to cost you £200 
or more, you'll find you’re better off buying it with the help of an 
AA Members Loan. 

* You can shop around with all the edge of paying cash. 


—— 
* You buy now, at today’s prices. eee 
* You spread the cost over monthly instalments. 


* Your instalments are lower than most other finance plans 
because you enjoy a special reduced rate of interest exclusively 
arranged for AA Members. 

Save time by using the form opposite to apply for your loan now. —— 
We promise you a speedy answer. 


How much? How long? The minimum Apply now Below are tables at the 
initial loan is £200 and normally repayment can _ current rate of interest which will help you decide 
be spread over periods up to five yearsand even onthe loan which suits you best. Complete the 


longer for more costly home improvements. application form opposite and post it to a j 
All loans are subject to compliance with Mercantile Credit, FREEPOST; London = 


government controls, for example the maximum WC2B5XA...no stamp is needed. As soon as 
loan ona motor caris two thirds of the costand yourloan is approved you will receive a personal 


the longest payment period is 24 months. cheque in a few days. 
AA MEMBERS’ LOAN MONTHLY REPAYMENT TABLES ay 
Interest on amount of loan: 1-2 years—11.5% flat foreach12 months 3-5 years—12% flat for each 12 months. ss) 4a 
36 Months 


48 Months 60 Months 
True interest 23% p.a. True interest 22% p.a. True interest 21.5% p.a. is 
Mthly. Total Mthly. Total Mthly. 
Interest Pay. | Repayable | ! est| Pay. | Repayable| Interest | Pay. 
b c a c a b 
£ tap Seely 9) £ -Sp 


nter 
b 
2 


A t _ 12 Months 24 Months 
tp True interest 22.5% p.a. | True interest 22.5% p.a. 
loan Total Mthly.| Total Mthly. 
Repayable | Interest | Pay si 
b 
fp 


Total 
Repayable 


c 

p p p | Lp 
72:16 | 7-56] 296-16 | 96:16] 6-17] 319-80 |119-80] 5-33 
107-88 111-33] 444-00 |144-00 | 9:25| 480-00 |180-00 | 8-00 
143-96 |15-11] 591-84 1191-84 |12-33] 640-20 |240-20 |10-67 
180-04 |18-89] 740-16 |240-16 115-42] 799-80 |299-80 {13:33 
216-12 |22-67| 888-00 |288-00 |18-50| 960-00 | 360-00 |16-00 
251-84 |26-44| 1,035-84 |335-84 [21-58] 1,120-20 |420-20.|18-67 
287-92 |30-22]| 1,184:16 |384-16 124-67 | 1,279:80 |479-80 |21°3 
1,003-56 | 103-56| 83-63] 1,107-12 324-00 |34:00 | 1,332:00 |432-00 |27:75 | 1,440:00 [540-00 |24-00 
1,115-04| 115-04] 92-92] 1,230-00 360-08 {37-78 | 1,479-84 |479-84 |30:83 | 1,600-:20 |600-20 |26-67 


For loans in excess of £1,000, total repayable, interest and monthly payment are pro rata. Rates at 1st January 1979. 


a c 
£ p f. ip 
222:96| 22-96] 18-58 
334-56 | 34-56| 27-88 
446:04| 46-04! 37-17 
/ 557:52| 57-52] 46-46 
669-00] 69-00] 55-75 
780-48 | 80-48] 65:04 
891-96 |. 91-96] 74-33] 984-00 |184-00 


246-00 
369-12 69:12 
492-00 92-00 
StS 12 1115512 
738-00 |138-00 
861-12 {161-12 
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Use this form to get your cheque quicker 


To apply for your AA Members Loan complete this form and post to 
Mercantile Credit, FREEPOST, London WC2B 5XA. 


Surname 


First Names 


Married/Single (Tick as applicable) 
Country of Birth 


Date of Birth 


Are you in good health? YES/NO No. of dependent children 


Full postal address 


Postal Code 
How long at address? 


Tel. No. 


S 
be 


\ 


WAACNUITIAN eth 


You may make all enquiries necessary to enable you to consider 
this application and also to disclose to the National Credit Register details 
in respect of this transaction excluding any information relating to income. 
It is understood that you reserve the right to decline this application 
without stating a reason. Membership of the Automobile Association or 
a previous or current account with Mercantile Credit do not of themselves 
ensure acceptance. 


SIGNATURE 


DEPT. SERIAL NO. CHECK DIGIT 


For office use only 


Owner/Tenant House/Flat/Rooms/ 
Living with parents (Tick as applicable) 
Profession or trade 


Name of employer 


Business Address 


How long in their employ? 
Bankers 


Bankers address (in full) 


Do you hold a Barclaycard? YES/NO 
AA Membership No. 


Purpose of loan (give details) 


Total cost of goods or service £ 
Amount of cash required = 
Repayment period required months 
Average net monthly take-home pay (i.e. after 
deduction of Income Tax, N.H.I. Contributions, etc.) 

£ monthly 
Any other income cE monthly 
Please submit your latest P.60 or other annual 
advice or at least two monthly/weekly pay slips 
Mortgage payments/Rent £ monthly 
Total of current hire purchase and credit payments 

te monthl 
Any other regular payments iS monthly 


(Give details) 


025 


DATE 


Views to air? Tell DRIVE 
about your motoring and 


what it means to you. 
You can send letters 
for publication—unstamped 
—via DRIVE Directory, 


FREEPOST, Basingstoke, 
Hampshire RG21 2EA 


Vaux unpopular 

We are. encouraged to ‘buy 
British’, but, if my experience is 
anything to go by, I’m not sur- 


prised that more and more people 
are buying foreign cars. 

Mechanically, my new Vauxhall 
Chevette GLS hatchback is not 
too bad, though I have had quite a 
lot of trouble with it, especially 
from oil leaks and an inability to 
start when cold. But the bodywork 
is dreadful—the paint is so thin 
that I can almost rub it off, and 
the finish is very poor. 

I'd had the car only a week when 
I discovered the first area of rust, 
and, three months later, there 
was more than there had been on 
my five-year-old Austin 1300 
when I sold it. 

The car also let in water badly at 
the rear and on the driver’s side 


at the front: when I was driving in 
heavy rain, my feet got wet and 
the carpet at the front and rear 
was almost always saturated. 

If it had been anything other 
than a car, I would have returned 
the article to the shop where I had 
bought it, and asked for it to be 
replaced. 

Mrs RM Gibson 
Luton, Kent 


Tolled off 

You may be right in arguing 
against tolls (‘You pays your 
money’, November—December), 
though other countries operate 
them. But when you quote a car 
owner from Croydon, even 


though a widow ona fixed income, 
as saying that a rise to possibly 
45p in the Dartford Tunnel toll— 
currently 25p, and raised from 
124p in 1976—will seriously limit 
the number of times that she can 
afford to visit her daughters in 
Essex, you really are producing a 
pretty feeble case. 

J E Genders 

Ruislip, Middx 


We try harder 

I agree that vandalism and 

security in general are real head- 

aches in carparks (DRIVE, Jan— 

Feb), but we at Avis Parking are 

making serious efforts to deal with 
continued on page 64 
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SECONDHAND REVIEW 

continued from page 38 

fitted out and had obviously been cared- 
for—engine, tyres, upholstery. [ couldn’t 
fault it; there wasn’t even any sign of rust. 

‘My work entails driving about 15,000 
miles a year, so 1 need a car that’s com- 
fortable. Apart from that, my wife and I— 
our daughter has grown up, now—like to 
visit relatives, all of whom seem to live 100 
miles away. 

‘It may have been a futile gesture, but I 
asked ‘the dealer if the mileage was 
genuine. By way of an answer, he waved 
a piece of paper in front of my nose that 
had been signed by the previous owner 
which verified the figure, but I can't 
believe it was worth much... 

‘I did cast an eye over some other cars, 
in particular a 1976 Renault STL at £1479 
in excellent condition. But it was pokey 
inside, and the driving position seemed 
awkward. I felt as though I were sitting on 
top of the controls. 

‘I also looked at a P-registered Simca 
L100GLS, at £1475, which I felt was under- 
powered: I do like being able to get up 
hills without too much bother. Back-seat 
accommodation seemed cramped, too. 

‘Finally I turned to a Mini 850, but again 
it was too small. The dealer tried to be 
honest, and pointed out signs of rust on the 
door sills, but that finished me. Once rust 
appears, it’s the beginning of the end.’ 


Second opinion 

Dave’s Dolomite had undergone arespray, 
but our engineer felt that, almost certainly, 
this had been done for cosmetic reasons as 
there was no evidence to suggest major 
accident damage. 

There were, however, a few dents and 
scratches, a small area on the offside front 
wing had been filled before getting the 
spraygun treatment, and many seam joints 
had surface rust. 

The car had been recently serviced, and 
it seemed that maintenance had not been 
neglected—for instance, the car had new 
front brake pads and dampers. The 
occasional puff of blue exhaust smoke was 
noted during the road test, particularly 
when accelerating after over-running, but 
it was not unacceptable for the mileage. 

Although smothered in grimy oil, the 
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engine was not leaking significantly, and 
only a cracked top hose and loose fanbelt 
needed attention. 

While the four Michelin radial-ply tyres 
were all legal, the spare—of a different 
make—was due for retirement, and slight 
play in a steering lower swivel joint had 
‘feathered’ the nearside front tyre. 

Suspension and underbody protection 
were holding up, but our expert suspected 
that the exhaust pipe was about to blow. 
More important, the passenger’s seat-belt 
needed re-fixing as its mounting was 
upside-down. 

Overail, a typical five-year-old Dolomite 
...and not a bad buy. 


Angry Susan, and 
the things dealers say 


Susan Gratton, 22, a Birmingham secre- 
tary, ought to know a few tricks of the 
trade: she works for acar dealer. Certainly, 
she was determined to haggle over the 
price of her choice, with every dent and 
defect the AA found being worth a few 
pounds off. 

She first decided to go for a 13,000- 
mile Reliant Kitten, registeredin February 
1976 and priced at £1325. To Susan, its 
attractions were obvious: norust problems 
with its glass-reinforced plastic body; 
economy and comfort, too. The dealer fell 
over himself to be helpful, and seemed 
happy about the AA inspection—until we 
rang to make the appointment. By then, he 
had changed his tune, saying that there 
could be no inspection unless Susan put 
down a non-returnable deposit of £60. 

Angry, Susan went back to the garage. 
No one had mentioned £60 to her, and 
they were not going tonow... 

The dealer maintained that it cost him 
£60 to take any car off the sales forecourt 
while the AA was carrying out an inspec- 
tion. Believe that, thought Susan, and 
you'll believe anything, so she moved on 
to choose a 1976 Austin Allegro 1300 
deluxe at £1599. 

‘It was tucked away in a corner, and the 
dealer admitted that he’d had it for six 
months. From a distance, it looked good. 
Close-up, however, there was some crack- 
ing round the nose—I thought it was filler. 
The garage said it would see to it, and to 
all the rust spots I pointed out on the 


bonnet and by the boot lock. They weren’t 
too serious, but without attention they 
would spread. 

‘I wasn’t over-keen on the plastic uphol- 
stery, considering that the car was a 
deluxe model. I thought it looked very 
cheap. But the engine appeared well 
cared-for, with no signs of oil leaks, so I 
thought the car would make a good 
replacement for my 1968 Hillman Imp.’ 


Second opinion 
Despite its modest 31,000 miles, the 
Allegro was not a good example of the 


‘model, and needed essential repairs that 


could well be costly. Our expert was 
certain that it had been in an accident as, 
apart from the areas of filler Susan found, 
there were patches on the rear valance, 
nearside rear wheelarch, roof and the 
bonnet .. . all with a poor paint finish. 

Body rust patches were isolated but 
deep-rooted, particularly those on the 
boot lid below the lock and in the rear 
valance below the numberplate. In fact, 
the list of body faults went on and on, 
exasperating our engineer and earning the 
verdict: “Overall body and paint condition 
is quite a long way below average.’ 

A courtesy-light switch did not work and 
the headlamp dip beam was out of action, 
along with the numberplate light and an 
offside front indicator. Two of the four 
radial-ply tyres were well worn, and the 
spare wheel was missing altogether. 

Suspension checks revealed swivel joints 
at the front requiring attention, and more 
problems with suspension mountings at 
the back. The exhaust pipe was heavily 
corroded in places and would need 
replacing before long. Second-gear 
synchromesh action was weak—a poten- 
tially expensive repair. 

Braving a road test, our engineer 
diagnosed the need for balancing of all 
wheels, and the correction of a steering 
bias to the nearside. 

Susan’s reaction? ‘A diabolical car— 
especially considering the sort of money 
they were asking for it. I know the garage 
told me they'd iron out all the faults, but I 
shouldn’t think they’d have known where 
to start on the AA’s list. 

‘There just wasn’t anything right about 
it really, was there?’ ROBERT OXFORD 


USED-CAR PRICE GUIDE 


Countdown 
to rip-off 


Recent interest in ‘clocking’-— 
reducing the mileage recorded on 
the odometer to put up the price 
of a secondhand car—prompted 
an AA patrol to tell DRIVE about 
a classic example of that other 
game, ‘zeroing’ —turning back the 
mileage to nil, and slapping on a 
sticker stating that this has been 
done because the dealer cannot 
guarantee the mileage and does 
not want to be prosecuted under 
the Trades Description Act. 

Patrol Charles Gethin asks: 
“Why can’t they leave speedo 
readings as they are, then stick on 
their disclaimer labels?’ 

Gethin cites a case involving a 
dealer who left a purple, R-regis- 
tered Ford Capri at a body-repair 
shop while he was there: ‘The 
interior was rotten—the headlin- 
ing, carpets and upholstery were 
filthy, and the foot control 
rubbers were worn through to the 
metal. Outside, it looked as if the 
car had never been cleaned in its 
life; the door sills were scraped 


bare and rusty; and the driver’s -| 


door made the ominous creaking 
of flexing metal. 

‘The engine was an absolute 
disgrace—oil and filth covered 
everything. In fact, it was a typical 
example of a hire-company car 
that had taken areal hammering,’ 
The reading on the speedo was 
on the wrong side of 70,000. 

A few days later, our man had 
occasion to visit the dealer . 
and there, beneath a banner that 
read ‘Bargain of the Week’, was 
the purple Capri—sparkling as 
new, with new carpets, pedal 
rubbers and tyres, and its bonnet 
raised to reveal a_ beautifully 
steam-cleaned engine, all for the 
giveaway price of £1995. And the 
odometer reading stood at a nice 
round figure of six zeros, with that 
little sticky label attached. 

But if you really cannot live 
without that shiny car with the 
zeroed clock, first get the advice 
of a qualified engineer. Ten 
minutes of his time with a com- 
pression tester should reveal 
something of the truth... You 
then have some evidence with 
which to start haggling, using our 
price list of 100 of today’s most 
popular secondhand models in 
the UK as a guide. Specifications 
are compiled from AA road-test 
reports, the reference numbers 
and issue dates of which are 
shown in the table. 
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e secondhand price guide 


1973 


Alfa Romeo Alfasud SE | 4 | 2540 | 1175 = = 

Audi 80 L [sf — | 1490 | 1165 | — 

Audi 100 LS | 5 | — | 2105 | 1735 | 1340] 1090 

BMW 1602 Lux 8 al 2480 | 2055 | 1885 = 1190 

BMW 5201 a 4705 | 3790 | 3020| 2380; — 

Chrysler Imp de luxe | 17 — | 1155 | 995 850 | 720 | 610 

Avenger 1300 2-door 2455 | 2095|/ 1540 | 1320 | 1120 r= = 

Avenger 1600 GLS auto 5/74 3095 | 2665|/ 2045 | 1740 | 1470 

Alpine S GL 4/76 320 3180 | 2835/ 2410 

Hunter GL 4-door 1/71 3 fF = — 1815 | 1545 | 1320 

Sceptre Mk3 auto 10/68 97 = — | 2100 | 1785 | 1500 

Chrysler 2litre auto 5/73 102 3665] 3070} 2180| 1785 | 1415| 1115 

Simca 1100GLS 5-door 2230| 1810{ 1535 | 1300 | 1085 

Citroen 2CV6 1495| 1260] 1060] 895 = 

Citroen Dyane 6 res 1350| 1100] 925 | 765 640 525 

Citroen GS1220 Club pes 402 2065| 1535 | 1260| 1020| 830 | 660 
itroen CX2000 1985 6/7 3295| 2675 | 2280 | — 

Colt Lancer 1400 GL 4-door 1439 5 2095 1725 — — 

Datsun Cherry 100A 4-door 83 a 1625 | 1395 | 1190 

Datsun 120Y coupé 1171 86 a a 2210] 1895 | 1610 | 1365 = = 

j Datsun Violet 140J RI 132M 94 [S320r 2570| 2075] 1845] 1490/ 1250| — = 
Datsun Bluebird 180B 316 1770 |. 104 [ 12.3 ote 2195| 1870 | 1580 | 1330 1145 | 925 
Fiat 126 334/RI 138 594 600] 485 1380] 1190] 1030 | 895 765 655 = 
Fiat 127 3-door RI 137M 903 2010| 1880] 1430] 1220 | 1030 | 880 == 
Fiat 128 4-door 320 1116 34.0 2075 | 1735| 1480 | 1260 | 1065 | 900 | 755 
Fiat 131 1600S 369 136] 320 2695| 2390/2200 { 1705 | — — [| — 
Fiat 132 1800GLS 360 = — | 2030 | 1665 | 1500 | — {= 
Ford Fiesta 1000 417 07,0) cel pea =e ae = 

| Ford Popular 1.1 RI 136M 1940 | 1785| 1535 | 1325 = = = 
Escort 1300XL 4-door 292 = 22 = 1495 | 1290] 1100] 940 
Cortina Mk3 1600XL 4-door 323 = = 1965 | 1685 | 1435 1225 | 1030 
Cortina 2000E Estate 347/RI 116 = = 2605 | 2180 | — ies = 
Capri MkIl 1600GT 342 5 =| 2945 2515 | 2170 | 1945 Se ae 
Capri 3000 Ghia auto RI 114 220 | 6/7 —_| 4320] 3625 | 3040 | 2645 | — | — 
Granada 3000 GXL auto 282 21.0 6 = = — | 2575 | 1985 | 1490 | 1040 
Honda Civic 1200 3-door 362 3475 4 = 1915| 1625 | 1380 | 1160 | — = 
Honda Accord auto 420 5/6 3430 | 2885 aay i 1 
Lada 1200 355 3 7650 | 1400] 1180 | 990 | 825 = | =e 
BL Mini 850 340 1 1780 | 1530| 1325 | 1050 | 905 770 | 655 

1 Mini Clubman Saloon 410 1/2 J 2130 | 1840] 1585 | 1285 | 1095 | 945 805 

1 1300 Mk2/3 4-door 239 2 = = See 10751 925 780 

Allegro 1300 Mk1 329 2 = = = 1460 | 1230 | 1030] — 

4 Allegro 1300 Mk2 4-door 377 2 2500 | 2150 | 1815 { 

# Allegro 1500 Estate RI 127M 3 2860 | 2450] 2120 | 1785 | — = = 

| Maxi 1750 Mk2 263 3 2885 | 2480] 2035 | 1730 | — | — = 
Princess T8OOHL 397 4 == 2595 | 2140 | 1855 = = = 

Princess 2200HL RI 129N 4 3190 | 2675{ 2155 | — = = = 

} Marina Mk2 1.3 4-door 392 2 os 7 1565 1325 1110 930 

g Marina Mk1 1.8 4-door 295 3 — == page — 1370 7150 | 960 
MG Midget Mk3 205 4 = = = —_ | 1235 | 1040 | 880 
MGB Mk2/3 243 6 3270 | 2850 | 2405 | 2030 | 1685 {1415 | 1190 

J Jaguar XJ6 4.2 227 6/7 = = ay — | 3690 | 2380 | 1985 

4 Jaguar XJ12(L) 305 7 — | = = | 4655 | 3765 | 2330 | — 

4 Rover 2200SC 324 4 —_| 3640 | 2975 | 2455 | 2030 | — = 
Rover 3500 auto 330 5 = —_| 3490 | 2775 | 2280 | 1760 | 1415 
Range Rover 252 5 —_ | 8490 | 7525 | 6240 | 5000 | 4160 | 3420 

4 Triumph Toledo 4-door (Dolomite) 345/RI 150 2/3 | 2640 | 2325| 1985 | 1435 | 1230 | 1055 | 950 

4 Triumph Dolomite 1850 288 4. = = 2305 | 1935 | 1635 | 1365 | 1140 
Triumph 2000 Mk2 219 4 = = = 2230 | 1960 | 1390 | 1140 
Triumph 2500 TC RI 112 5 —_| 3565 | 2925 { 2355 | 2005 — | — 
Triumph Spitfire 1500 376 125 | 35.25 5 2675 | 2360 | 1985 | 1665 | — ze = 
Triumph Stag 273 102] 225 | S/R —_| 5225 | 4285 | 3490 2825 | 2280 | 1840 
Triumph TR7 401 102 | 2875 6 3665 | 2925 | 2480 
Mazda 1000 2-door 343 335 3 = 1490 | 1270 | 1075 | 915 = = 
Opel Kadett S estate 3-door 338 32.0 4 2565 | 2235 1910 1620 | 1365 | 1010 845 
Opel Ascona 1.9SR 302 25.5 6 = = = 1905 | 1535 | 1220 [ — 
Opel Rekord 4-door 287 4 _— = — 1835 1510 1265 | 1090 
Peugeot 104 4-door (GL) 325 3 _ = 1600 | 1375 | 1165 | 1000 | — 
Peugeot 304 386 3 = = 1980 | 1660 | 1390 | 1165 | 965 
Peugeot 504GL RI 140 5 3740 | 3295 | 2775 | 2280 | 1885 = = 
Peugeot 504 estate 275 5 4360 | 3865 | 3270 | 2725 | 2280 | 1910 | 1560 
Reliant Scimitar GTE 303 7 6315 | 5300 | 4360 | 3445 | 2850 | 2380 | 1960 
Renault 4TL RI 121 1 1995 | 1705 | 1460 
Renault 5TL 349 2270 | 1945 | 1655 ro 1200 [ 1005 | _— 
Renault 51S 370 2620 | 2250 | 1925 | 1635 ze == 

4} Renault 6TL (1100) 364 2340 | 2000 | 1710 | 1455 | 1230 | — =i 
Renault 12L 385 2365 | 2015 | 1745 | 1505 | 1270 | 1060 | 920 
Renault 16TL 291 2940 | 2490 | 2105 | 1775 | 1485 | 1225 | 1000 
Rolls-Royce Silver Shadow 312 — | 25920 | 22325 | 21300 | 17915] 16975 
Saab 99 GLE auto 393 1985 | 102 — | 4285] 3540| — = | = = 
Saab 99L 2litre 311 1985 | 100 = = = 2500 | 2080 | 1610 | 1340 
Skoda $110LS 4-door 285 1107 86 18.0 ae 1070 | 925 785 670 565 | 480 
Toyota Corona 2000 Mk2 2-door 290 100 — | 2290] 1750 | 1455 | 1200 i 990 | 890 

| Toyota Corolla 30 2-door 399 87 15.9 2375 | 2195| 1715 | 1450 | — = = 
Toyota Celica coupé 2000 ST 423 Le ayy 3370 | 2875 | 2430 | iM 
Vauxhall Chevette L 3-door 396/RI 123 2460 | 2210| 1900 | 1630 | — 22 = 
Viva HCSL 4-door 264 = = 1880 | 1605 | 1360 | 1150 | 970 
Cavalier 1600L.4-door 382 2860 | 2570 | 2160 
Victor 1200 4-door 326 3145 | 2675 | 2380 | 1685 | 1440 | 1190 | 970 
Victor 2300SL estate 315 3665 | 3095 | 2725 | 1960 | 1635 | 1390 | 1115 
Magnum 2300 auto 4-door 341 — 2505 | 2100 | 1750 | 1435 — = 
Volvo 343DL auto 415 Bigo 12675). == = 2 = Ee 
Volvo 144DL 4-door 241 = ae 2080 | 1710 | 1390 
Volvo 245DL estate 368 4555 | 3940 | 3295 | — = = 
Volvo 264DL 395 4680 | 3915 | 3270 | — a= = 
VW Golf 1100 5-door 4i1 2165 | 1840 — | — a 
1200 Beetle 353 2205 | 1625 | 1405 | 1210 | 1035 | 895 
Scirocco TS (GLS) 411/Ri 144 | 3640 | oe = 1 — = 
Passat LS ees con Ey i= 


D Discontinued 


S Superseded 


LETTERS 

) these and other problems without 
increasing costs to our customers. 
We are also trying to make park- 
ing as efficient and convenient as 
possible, and have colour-coded 
floor levels and simple-but- 
dramatic signs in use in some of 
our 28 locations. 

I was particularly interested in 
your comments about the Whit- 
comb Street Garage, which is no 
ordinary carpark. Situated in the 
heart of London, it attracts more 
than its share of vagrants and 
undesirables, but we hope shortly 
to introduce extra _ security 
measures there. Your readers may 
be interested to know that the car- 
park is never ‘almost always full 
of season-ticket holders’ in the 
daytime. At the last count, there 
were in fact only 56. 

W JN Elliott 
General Manager 
Avis Parking 
Hayes, Middx 


Express delivery 

I am surprised that no mention 
has ever been made in DRIVE of 
the shocking way in which new 
cars are delivered. Several times 
recently I have been overtaken at 
high speed by brand-new cars 
carrying trade plates and still with 
their wax coating on. 

On the A38, between Exeter and 
Plymouth, I was passed at 7Omph 
by a Ford Fiesta 957L, which has 
a top speed of only just over 


80mph. I can only assume that it 
was being driven ‘flat out’, and 
perhaps this is a reason why many 
new cars have problems. 

I feel very strongly that car- 
delivery organisations, and manu- 
facturers themselves, have been 
getting away with this bad prac- 
tice for too long. 

Roy Lusted 

Havant, Hants 

DRIVE would like to hear of other, 
specific instances of this practice. 


Good ferries 

At this hospital, we are constantly 
in need of car owner-drivers pre- 
pared to transport children to or 
from clinics, or supplies such as 
human milk from one hospital to 
another—jobs that cannot always 
be covered by ambulances. 

If your readers feel that they may 
be able to help from time to time 
(and we always try to give several 
days’ notice), please contact the 
Voluntary Help Department— 
tel 01-405 9200 ext 309. 

Our only demand is that drivers 
have a clean licence, live in 
Greater London and can be con- 
tacted by phone. Normal insur- 
ance cover is usually adequate, 
and we reimburse all petrol costs. 
Robert P Pike 
Assistant Voluntary Help 
Organiser 
Hospital for Sick Children 
Great Ormond St 
London WC] 


It may be a gleaming new model straight off the production line—or 
an ageing reminder of happy motoring in the past. But if you care about 
it —there’s one thing you should do. Look in the boot. Check your tool 
kit, and make sure you’ re prepared to do more than just change atyre. 
Be prepared. With one of the AA's Tool Kits. Essential for every 
motorist — not just the enthusiast. Take your pick, from the superb 24 


Piece Socket Set or thesimple, yet carefully thought out Motorist’s 


Tool Roll — or even take both! It makes sense. 


Get at those nuts where a spanner can’t reach. The comprehensive set contains 


18x 4” square drive sockets (10 A/F 3"— +5" sizes-and 8 metric 10-22mm sizes), a 
reversible ratchet, speeder handle, slidingtee-bar, 5" and 10” extension anda 


universal joint. £20 95 


inc. p&p 
or if you prefer 
5 monthly payments of £4.19 


LEGAL 


Not guilty! 


JUNE KELLY, a 25-year-old student 
teacher, breathed a sigh of relief 
when a neighbour in a Vauxhall 
Viva pulled alongside and offered 
her a lift. She hardly knew the 
chap, but it was a long walk home. 

She jumped in without a second 
thought; the last thing that might 
have crossed her mind was that 
she could be breaking the law. 
But the truth was that the kindly 
Viva driver hadn’t ever bothered 
to take a driving test, and 
was not sporting L-plates. 

As June’s luck would have it, it 
was on that journey that he was 
caught. And, when police stopped 
him and warned him of intended 
prosecution for the offence, June, 
as a qualified driver at his side, 
was charged with aiding and 
abetting him. In due course, she 
pleaded guilty and was given a 
£10 fine plus an endorsement... 
and only chance brought the 


The handy collection com- 
prises set of 6 combinatio 
spanners in A/F or Metric, 
engineers screwdriver, and 


crosspoint Phillips model, insulated 
combination pliers, multi-grip pliers, ten 
blade feeler guage, sparking plug socket. Tools 
are visible in the wipe clean PVC roll. Pockets to keep 
screws etc. safe, and hand cleansing tissues too. 


post free 


£9.95 


end your order today to: 


J Name 
I) Address 


5 Signed (1am over 18) 


Motorist’s Tool Roll Metric 


or if you prefer 5 monthly payments of £1.99 
ee ee eee ><s 
s 


Ei AA'Mail Order Dept., P.O. Box 50, Basingstoke, Hants, RG21 2EA. 


Offer applies to U.K. only. The AA confirms that it will hold prices until 1/9/79 
subject to changes in VAT. Please enter your membership number here 
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For office use only 


incident to the notice of the AA. 
Head Office legal manager Jack 
Smith takes up the story: ‘We 
realised that we could sort this 
one out because June had not had 
a guilty mind—what the law calls 
mens rea. We made an applica- 
tion to the court within the 21-day 
time limit, and the magistrates set 
the conviction aside...” 
Forehand knowledge is a crucial 
point of law—lack of it doesn’t 
automatically make you innocent; 
in fact, if an offence involves 
something about which you 


should have known, your ignor- 


ance could be culpable. 

As Jack Smith knows, however, 
there are thousands of ways for 
motorists to break the law in all 
innocence. . . and even the police 
don’t always know best! 

A PC recently telephoned DRIVE 
asking us to warn qualified drivers 
that they risked prosecution if 
they displayed L-plates. ‘The only 
qualified driver who can drive 
with an L-plate up, is a profes- 
sional instructor,’ he maintained. 
He estimated that one in 50 
drivers on his ‘patch’ were guilty, 
and that their conduct was unfair 
to the rest of the motoring public. 

Unfair, perhaps. But—illegal? 
The AA’s lawyers cannot agree, 
unless his patch happens to be in 
N Ireland. For they can find no 
British law against leaving 
L-plates on your car for as long 
as you like. 


= 
AA) 


Orders without a signature 
cannot be accepted 


£9.95 
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To appreciate the P3's superb wet grip 
take arun around the block. 


Tetramix 
: Complex channels 
Unique tread aidcece compound: — 
pattern A design specially developed by Bee rancing coctiecucholi ics lone ite. 


TWO steel belts Wet or dry. Rough or smooth. Pirelli to disperse road surface 


he P3’s unique tread pattern ie water faster. 


plus a nylon belt le grip whatever the condition 


An important part of the P3’s an tere. 
special construction which gives 
phenomenal roadholding with 
extra high mileage and greater 
driver comfort. 


Take a run round some of our As for high mileage, well if 
competitors’ blocks and we think you ve got the time P3’s got the 
youd be alittle disappointed. mileage to lap the block thousands 

Only Pirelli offer you all the and thousands of times. 


points at the top of this ad. 
Choose a rainy day and take a run 


in acar fitted with P3s. Experience the iRELLI (ae) 
outstanding wet grip andthe greater CINTURATO 


driver comfort for yourself. The best tyre for you on adicey road. 
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the motoring magazine 
that’s so different 
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See page 32 
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VLISSINGEN 
(FLUSHING) 


BRUSSELS 


If youre going to drive around the 
Continent, start your holiday with Olau. From 
Sheerness, off the M2, we'll take you to 
Vlissingen (Flushing) in Holland, where you'll 
be right on one of the main motorways of 
Europe. So that youre at destinations in 
Germany and central Europe faster. 

You'll sail across the Channel on one of 
our comfortable ships and you'll have time 
to relax on the way. Dine in the restaurant and 
sample continental delicacies like our 
Scandinavian Smergasbord. Drink at the bar. 
Dance to the music or take to your cabin. 
Wander up on deck or play the tables below. 
While youre on board, 

“i our time is your time,so when 
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you arrive on the other 
side, youre raring 

to go. Go by day for a 
good time. Go by night 
for a quiet time. 

ether youre driving, or travelling 
ithout your car, start your holiday with Olau. 
We'll take you comfortably. Twice a day. At 11.00 
and at 21.30. And in the off-peak season you 
can even SAVE 50% on the cost of your car, 

if you take the day-time sailing. 

For information and reservations, ask 
your local travel agent for a brochure, contact 
your motoring organisation, or ring Olau 
direct on Sheerness (07956) 4981. Or write to 
Olau-Line Terminal, Sheerness, Kent, 

ME12 1SN. If you would like an Olau brochure 
sent to you free of charge, please fill in the 
coupon below and post to Olau direct. 


1 RES foc Chaat eh al nl 
i Please send me the current Olau brochure. 
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CHANGES, this time, to our car- 
test reports, which we believe you 
will approve and find helpful. For 
starters, we’re running individual 
reports, instead of grouping them 
in threes; though, if you wish, you 
can still pair this issue’s half-dozen, 
as has our Everyman Panel—the 
Alfasud Sprint with the Volks- 
wagen Scirocco, the Citroen GS 
estate with the Chrysler Horizon, 
and the Mazda 1400 estate with the 
Austin Allegro estate. We’re also 
introducing a useful-we-hope, at-a- 
glance rating for each car: turn to 
the first, on page 16, and you’ll get 
the idea immediately. 

Also new, and to become a regular 
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A long road... 


We love to say that we told you so, 
so... The dire consequences of 
what might happen to Britain’s 
roads if Whitehall continued to 
force down the level of local- 
authority spending on main- 
tenance was spelled out by DRIVE 
last summer. In the wake of one of 
the worst winters on record, the 
chickens have come home to 
roost, and it can be small consola- 
tion to Kent County Council sur- 
veyor Allan Smith that the 
forecast he made, in July 1978, is 
now on the way to becoming fact. 
‘No one,’ he told DRIVE, ‘can say 
when or whether there will be a 
catastrophic collapse of large 
sections of our road system. A 
hard winter of the 1962—1963 type 
may well precipitate this...’ 
According to the British Road 
Federation, roads in some areas 
are now in a worse state than 
ever. Last winter’s snow and ice, 
it says, led to a serious break-up of 
surfaces, and local authorities are 
facing an estimated £125million 
bill to cover their snow-clearance 
efforts and essential repairs. 
Although the government has 
‘said that it will ‘consider favour- 
ably’ any financial SOS from the 


feature of the mag, is our own 
exhaustive list of new-car on-the- 
road prices. It runs across pages 
4—6, and it is of course comple- 
mentary to the familiar run-down 
of used-car prices (page 63) that 
you tell us you find so valuable. 
Adds and alts, too, to Secondhand 
Review (page 48), where, with 
Computacar’s help, we monitor 
North and South searches for 
Daimler/Jaguar XJ splendour; and 
to DRIVE’s Long Term Test Club 
(page 26), where a Volvo 244DL 
comes in for year-long scrutiny, 
and readers recount their own 
experiences with the model as we 
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Allegro 1300 Super at 9757 miles. 

And, still on cars, confusion this 
time around for DRIVE’s female 
cover-watchers, who claim that our 
male chauvinism is getting a wee 
bit predictable and felt sure that 
this issue’s cover lady would surely 
be reduced to a bikini, or less. 
Predictable only in our enthusiasm 
for ladies, we therefore insisted on 
lots of clothes—plus a very angry 
look on a very pretty face, to lure 
you to page 32 and Jim Bush’s 
report on aggressive behaviour 
among drivers. 

Don’t miss, either, the aches and 
pains of pages 38-39, where Roy 
Johnstone writes about agony- 


sign-off our long-term Austin 


county councils, it is clear that 
even those who can take advan- 
tage of the offer will have to dig 
deeply into their maintenance 
budgets and shelve an already- 
mountainous backlog of work. 
Says James Ireland, chairman of 
Bucks County Council and of the 
Association of County Councils’ 
planning and transportation com- 
mittee: ‘With the rates and 


transport-support grant from the 
government already fixed, we 
shall need more money next year 
because of the bad winter. The 
amount that Whitehall has been 
underspending on trunk roads 
should be released at once to help 
local authorities, regardless of 
whether they qualify for the 
government’s weather gesture.’ 

Through a combination of main- 


‘You and your damned sheepskin seat covers!’ 
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making car seats; nor the moans 
and groans of page 36, where Mike 
Hill goes for brokers. And be sure 
to mutter and mumble and sigh over 
our double-quiz on pages 14-15, 
where we invite you, for no spec- 
tacular reward whatsoever, to 
prove to yourself that you’re per- 
haps not such a wonderful driver. 
All this and more—including a 
summer-snapping super-camera 
Special Offer on page 50—between 
the covers of this issue. And, 
naturally, lots more all over again 
in the mext DRIVE, on sale 28 June. 
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tenance neglect and weather dam- 
age, many roads are crumbling 
under the pounding from heavy 
lorries, and two local authorities 
—Berkshire County and West 
Yorkshire Metropolitan Councils 
—have banned trucks over Ston 
from certain routes. Now that the 
precedent has been set, Mr Ireland 
expects others to follow suit. 


Dealer always wins 

As DRIVE goes to press, car dealers 
are congregating in London fora 
two-day teach-in on motor-trade 
law from Greville Janner QC, 
MP for Leicester West. Item 2 on 
the agenda makes particularly 
interesting reading: ‘The making 
of a contract—its_ essentials, 
including how to hold others to 
your contracts and how yourself to 
find loopholes’ (our italics). 


Secondhand rows 
Faithful readers will recall that it 
was DRIVE, in 1976, that pointed 
out that sports mopeds were often 
far too powerful for the under-17 
youngsters allowed to ride them. 
Little did we think, then, that we 
would be contributing to a boom- 
ing secondhand market—and we 
can’t say we’re happy about it. 
Some 18 months after DRIVE’s 
continued on page 7 
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Extinct in the United Kingdom by 
1916. Re-introduced in 1977. 
Main habitats Scandinavia and Asia. 
Fourth largest eagle in the world, 
with a wing span of 7-8 feet. 
Like all eagles it is a 
protected bird. 


With 160 U.K. branches you can rely on our 
countrywide insurance service for your protection. Millions do. 
Ask your broker or call in at your nearest branch. 


‘Eagle Star Insurance 


“Protectol Rustproofing? 


saying 
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“When Protectol came 
along and asked me to help 
them sell their rustproofing, 
I started thinking of the 
nicest way to say ‘No’. But 
they were very enthusiastic 
about bringing more 
motorists the benefits of 
their system, and really 
wanted to get the message 
across. Naturally I became 
curious. So I asked them 
what it had going for it. 

‘It’s the best in Britain,’ 
they said, ‘because we’ve 
developed it far in advance of 
earlier methods - using 
modern laboratory and 
simulated weather tests in 
the UK and abroad: 

The application is very 
thorough, the products are 
on-drip and cleanly applied. 


if it wasn’t good, 
you wouldn’t catch me 
it was! » stirling Moss 


The technicians are highly 
trained. The stations have 
the AA Seal of Approval and 
you can’t go better than 

that! 

Okay, I thought, that’s 
fine for Protectol. But what 
about the customers and 
their cars? 

‘Well-they benefit, 
naturally. That’s what good 
rustproofing’s all about. 
Look at our Gold Seal 
system. It has a 12 year 
guarantee - the longest on 
the market; and our Standard 
system has a 6 year 
guarantee. Both are 
transferable and have 
clauses without catches. 
They have to, to meet the 
AA’s Seal of Approval 
requirements. We don’t 
mess about you know.’ 

So they weren't just 
another rustproofing system, 
I suggested. 

‘You bet we're not. 

In fact Protectol pioneered 
modern clean vehicle rust- 
proofing in Britain.’ 

So I asked them why I 
hadn’t heard more about 
them before? 


‘Because we didn’t have 
Stirling Moss to sell 
Protectol.’ 

That did it. From now 


on I'll be telling you a lot more 
about Protectol and Gold 
Seal Rustproofing. 


Because if it wasn’t good- 
you wouldn't catch me 
saying it was! 


5.1% 
/ Yim 
La Stirling Moss. 


Ii you'd like to know more before you read | 
our next Stirling Moss advertisement, 

send this coupon for details of Protectol 
Rustproofing and the address of your 
nearest station (there are almost 100 
Protectol Stations - check in your local 
Yellow Pages). You don’t needa stamp. 


Name 


Address 


Tel. | 


Send to: FREEPOST, 

Protectol (Rustproofing) Ltd., | 

| Commercial Yard, Galgate, Barnard Castle, | 
G 


What’s it called? How much does it cost? DRIVE’s superguide to the latest prices of new cars currently available in Britain 
starts here. And the prices that we quote are not the notional sums that the showroom salesman will confess to: if you want 
the new Dingbat 3000GXL sitting outside your door, you can’t have it without seatbelts, numberplates, road-fund licence 
and probably delivery charges, too. So DRIVE’s figures ignore the showroom prices and tell you how much it will cost to put 
your new car on the road . . . whether the salesman likes it that way or not. What more do you need to know? Well, if the 
car has a road-test report number in the final column, write to DRIVE New-car Price-guide, Fanum House, Basingstoke, 
Hants, RG21 2EA—and we’ll send you a free copy of the best road tests in the business. 


(a) denotes road test on automatic model only; | 4500S 4dr 


CITROEN (242 dealers) 


! ; 3 3235 3600 (Ihd only) —_ 18263 
delivery charges where applicable estimated 1500SP 4dr 3574 3939 Saville ae 17293 
on an average 200 miles 1500S estate 3439 3804 D5/79 Seville (Ihd only) — 15064 

AA Road | 4750HL 4dr 9 3785s — Fleetwood- 
Manual Auto Test Vanden Plas Brougham 
AC 1500 4dr 4296 4661 d'Elegance _— 14951 
3OO0O0ME 11444 — Marina 1300 2962 — 
Adr 2083...-—= CATERHAM CARS (0 dealers) 
ALFA ROMEO (150 dealers) 1300L 2dr SAGAR SuperSevenTC 4579 — 
Alfasud Super 4dr 3278 3608 RTR392 1600 GT AVIA 
1.3(1286cc) 3130 — 1300HL 4dr 3616-33946 
Super 1.3 1300 estate 3500 9 = CHEVROLET (1 dealer) 
(1350cc) 3249 — 1700 4dr 33170 Caprice Classic 12166 — 
Super 1.5 ODS Pos 1700L 4dr 3527 3857 Classic (Ihd only) 10078 — 
Ti 1.5 3650 — 1700HL 4dr 3890 4220 D4/79 Classic estate 11283 — 
Sprint 1.5 4549 — D6/79 1700 estate 3669 — Classic estate 
Giulietta 1.6 4549 — 1700L estate 3917 4247 (Ihd only) 10195 — 
AlfettaGT 1.6 5049 — Maxi 1500 3643 — RTR263 Monte Carlo 
GTS Bones i= 1750 3797 4187 coupé 
2000L 5449 — 1750HL 4006 4396 (Ihd only) 9324 — 
GTV2000 6040 — 1750HLS 41142 = Corvette 
GTV Strada TOAD A —— Princess 1700L 3897 4309 (Ihd only) 11532) — 
ASTON MARTIN (24 dealers) pete ee hee CHRYSLER (650 dealers) 
V8 27094 27094 2200HL 4715 5127 D1 1/78 Sunbeam 1.0LS 2624 — 
V8 Volante — 32715 1.3LS 2856 3144 
Lagonda 33959 33959 BENTLEY (35 dealers) 1.3GL 3190 3475 
T2 Series = 32,173 1.6GL 3216 3501 
AUDI (342 dealers) Corniche — 46,720 1.6GLS 3561 3846 
80LS 4765 5058 Convertible — 49,629 Avenger 1.3LS 2941 3326 
GLS 5315 5608 ¢ 1.3GL 3363 3648 
100AvantL 5455 5915 merell apcrry beer A ep 1.3lS estate 2941 3326 
L5S 5905 6398 RI176 320 6099 6509 RI149 1.3GL estate 3710 3995 
GL5S 6400 6893 RI176 323i 6949 __ 1.6LS 3053 3338 
Avant GL 5S 6660 7153 RI176 518 6249 —_— 1.6GL 3475 3760 
GL5E 7055 7548 D8/78(a) 520 7299 7709 011/78 1.6GLS 3803 4088 
CD 5E — 8700 D8/78(a) 525 8349 8802 1.6LS estate 3378 3563 
Avant CD 5E — 9005 528i 9499 9952 1.6GL estate 3822 4107 
. Horizon LS 
AUSTIN MORRIS (1900 dealers) patos Seca (1118cc) 2925 — 
1000 2393 2758 03/78 730 12399 12898 GL(1118cc) . 3313 — 
Clubman 733; 13599 14098 GL (1294cc) 3445 — 
(1098cc) 2652 — D3/78 GLS (1294cc) 3840 — 
Clubman BRISTOL (1 dealer) Hunter DL 3183 — 
(998cc) — 3017 412 SE Super 3573 3861 
Clubman estate convertible- 180 4074 — 
(1098cc) 2858 — saloon —_ 29314 2 litre 4524 4825 
estate (998cc) — 3223 603 S2 — 32432 Alpine LS 
1275GT 2969 — (1294cc) 3424 — 
Allegro 1100DL 2716 — BUICK SE aoca aoe LS (1442cc) 3624 — 
4dr 2619 == eoauy = GL(1294cc) 3763 — 
1300S 2dr 3033 3398 CADILLAC (1 dealer) GL (1442cc) 4046 — 
4dr 3136 3501 RTR377 Seville GLS (1442cc) 4669 — 
1300S estate 3314 3679 Elegante — 20492 Matra Rancho 6007 — 


2CV6 2071 — RTR118 
Dyane Weekend 2276 — D1/79 
GS special 3211 — 
estate 5759 — 
Club 3543 3771 RTR38 
Club estate 3783 — D5/79 
Pallas 3934 4162 
CX2000 5581 — RTR416 
Pallas 2400 
Injection — 7462 
CX2400 Super 6223 6415 RTR416 
Pallas 6835 7027 
GTi 7441 — 
Prestige 
Injection 9920. — 
Safari 6389 6701 RTR416 
S Familiale 6502 6813 
CX2500D 6460 — 
D Safari 6748 — 
D Familiale 6861 — 
COLT 
Lancer 1200 
Super 3149 — 
1400GL 2dr 3449 3774 _ RTR371 
4dr 3599 — 
GLX 3dr 
hatchback 3649. — 
1400 estate 3749 — 
Celeste 1600ST 4049 — 
GS 4249 — D5/78 
2000GT 4549 — 
Sigma 1600GL 4249 4574 
2000GLX 4799 5124 RTR432 
RI164 estate 5349. — 
Sapporo2000 5949 6274 
DAIHATSU (60 dealers) 
D6/78 F20 soft top 4649 — 
hard top 4800 — 
D9/78 F50 soft top 
(diesel) 5110 — 
hard top (diesel) 5260 — 
DATSUN (400 dealers) 
RTR405 Cherry SI] 2drL 2525 — 
RTR339(a) 2dr GLS 2625 2870 
4dr GLS 2755 3012 D3/78 
GLS estate 2817. — 
hatchback coupé 3025 — 
Sunny 1200GLS 
2dr 3025 — 
D5/79 1400GLS 4dr 3125 — 
1400 2drGLS — 3467 
1400 4drGLS _— 3470 
1200 estate — 3310 
1400 coupé 
4-speed 3427 — 
RTR308 Violet 140J Mk3 3354 — RI132M 
160J Mk3 3417 3697 
R1151 SSS coupé 3765 — 
Bluebird 160B 
MkIil 3596 3683 
180B 3705 3985 
RTR381 180B estate 
RTR381 MkIil 3985 — RTR316 


HAT WOULD be your reaction if 

your supermarket began charging 
separately for the packaging around the 
items on your shopping list .. . and, for 
good measure, added a bit more on top 
to cover the cost of ferrying the stock 
from the warehouse? No doubt you 
would protest at being told by the check- 
out girl that, yes, the stamp on the corn- 
flakes packet does say 294p, but the box 
is 3p extra, and there’s another Ip, of 
course, to cover transport. 

Yet, ludicrously, this is how we buy new 
cars. With few exceptions, over and above 
the advertised price of the vehicle we are 
asked to pay a delivery fee, the cost of 
numberplates and road tax. 

Take, for instance, the price-tag on the 
windscreen of a new Ford Escort Popular 
1100. The figures suggest that it’s yours 
for £2364, but you'll be asked to write a 
cheque for £2486 because the ‘hidden’ 


‘Al; 


New-car prices: 


‘obligatory extras’ 
that add £££Zs 


charges—delivery £57, numberplates £15 
and road tax £50—amount to another 
£122. 

Only one in eight of Britain’s manu- 
facturers and importers is even remotely 
forthcoming about the real cost of new 
models. An advertisement may boast 
that a car costs £2500, but once the 
obligatory extras are slapped on the price 
inevitably creeps up. Seatbelts, at long 
last, are now included in the deal, but 


there remains a catch: the cheapest quote 
will undoubtedly be for the static variety, 
and if you want the inertia-reel type they 
will probably cost another £16 or so. And 
few dealers these days seem prepared to 
wave customers on their way with a few 


free gallons of petrol—despite the fact 


that those customers have just spent a few 
thousand pounds. 

But then, motor traders are in business, 
not philanthropy. And of one thing you 
can be sure: the ‘extras’ will go on being: 
added for as long as they’re allowed to 
be . . . which is likely to be years, follow- 
ing the disbanding of the Society of 
Motor Manufacturers and _ Traders’ 
working-party that was looking into the 
matter. 

Why the extra charges continue, or are 
allowed to continue, is a mystery against 
the backcloth of recent consumer. 
legislation and the spread of Office of 


180BB SSS 1300L 2924 31 
aati Fe vi beter age = ote ate HONDA (246 dealers) LANCIA (127 dealers) 
Laurel 200L6 4565 4884 11/78 rae ape ie Civic 1200 3dr 2870 3090 RTR362 Beta 1300 3624 — 
litre Mkil 5163 1200 5dr 3060 3280 RI155 1600 4328..— 
4844 1300GL4dr 3318 3593 
Dlitre MkII PAS 5076 5375 1300 Sport anaes Accord 3dr 4015 4275 RTR420 2000 4419 — R171 
Skyline 240K 6474 6793 1300Ghia «3764. — pH agra bb ls sO eae eT SS 
280ZX 2-seater 8227 8546 D7/78 1300 Ghia 4dr 3872) — pee ages 
2802X2+2 9124 9443 1300 estate 2945 — Teo Bet ape ee ee 1600 4013 = | 
280C saloon 6300 6619 1300L estate 3251 — XJ6 3.4 11309 11309 RTR380 2000 5317 — 
280C estate 6138 6457 1300GL estate 3604 — XJ6 4.2 12440 12440 Beta Spyder 
1600 Sport 3485 — 

_ DE TOMASO (3 dealers) 1600Ghia 3969 4244—a/79 eat ae 4 wa ot cad pacers b7a0n = 
PanteraGTS 18850 — Cortina1300 3017. — pee da aie a 
a ~ Saeeek —- Daimler 2000 5998 — 

gchamp 1300 4dr 3132 : eget 

: Ax overeign 4.2 13098 13098 Gamma Berlina 7196 — 

Deauville 23181 1300L 3219 — RTR372 , 
1300L 4dr 3336 _ Double-Six — 15803 Gran Turismo 9246 — 

FERRARI (15 dealers) 1600 4dr 3312. — nck ug Baas # bie 
pieonesr4 16104 — 1600L 3515 3790 RTR404 aie 5 0552 LOTUS (58 dealers) 
308 17433 — 1600GL 3843 4118 Elite 501 12899 13272 
308GTS 18274 — 1600 Ghia 4549 4824 Rover 2300 6111 6478 D8/78 502 13833).— 
400GT 28454 28454 1600 estate 3677. — ete ad as se 503 14341 — 
512BB 30298 — 1600L estate 3914 4189 a ll et A amare a 504 — 14518 
MAST 1600GL estate 4242 4517 Ree ee acces ibs rvqucate Eclat 520 11430 — 
a ealers) 1600 Ghia ek 8 521 12335 12708 
ae eee estate 4949 5224 ee peda 522 13293 — 

e Ville 2030 — D1/79 2000GL 4058 4333 Lite) 5263. — 523 14801 — 
127900L 2dr 2422 — RI137 2000S 4316 — lwb diesel B8G70 524 _ 13978 
1050L 3dr 2539 — 2000 Ghia 4678 4953 “ point BBA oa Esprit 12811 — 
1050€ 3dr 2648 — 2000GL estate 4457 4732 RTR413 Sahn 
4 peo 3dr she — RTR429 2000 Ghia ; ak tae! ba MASERATI (9 dealers) 

po a estate 5077 5352 Oia Es Merak SS 7ST 
1281300CL 2985 — 2300GL 4580 4855 Dolomite 1300 3381 — Kyalami 23591 — 
Berlinetta ; 2300S 4337.4.— 1500 3608 3961 Bora 24001 — 

Special Series 3580 — - 2300 Ghia 5199 ° 5474 eect 4111 4464 Khamsin 25791 26291 
X/19 1500 4675 — 2300GLestate 4978 5253 eal 4561), 4904 
Mirafiori 1300L 2300 Ghia Sprint 5523 5642 MAZDA (260 dealers) 
Capri1300L 3462 — RTR373 MG 
1600CL4dr 3700 — : coos eee 
1600L 3685 3959 Mid 3086 
estate 4044. — ——RTR412 ac = eat 3209 —  —-RTR424 
et ig 1600GL 3917 4191 RTR342 MGB Sports 311072 RTR243 : 
Supermirafiori 1600S 4428 05= MGB GT 4675 etaee! 
1600TC 4dr 4252 — D10/78 2000GL 4122 4386 aa hatchback” | 342950 5— 
Mirafiori Sport 4786 — 2000S 4615 — RI166 JEEP (60 dealers) oe, rages 3529 
132 2litre 5000 — D12/78 2000 Ghia 5363 5638 CJ7softtop 5311 — TAA. Ly, 
OOestate 3429 — D5/79 
3000S 4965  — hard top 5701 — 
FORD (1238 dealers) 818 3029. — 

: 3000 Ghia 6047 RI114 Renegade soft 
peste. 950 able RTA TT Granada 2000L 4853 5188 RI128 top == "956761 Sea ome eee e 
p50L rode dala 2000L estate 5567 — hard top — 7111 aeTTN Stave Se 
1100 2631.5 — 4 OerGleasll iienoz 1 Oees CJ Golden MERCEDES-BENZ (97 dealers) 
: ste a aa 2300L 5134 5469 Eagle 6761 — 200 26AT eee 
eae ae 2300GL 6242 6577 hard top 7111. — 200D IG1Se= 

Ghia 3612. — RI170 ay 230 — 8520 
2300L estate 5848 Cherokee 4dr 
1300S 63997 et é 8991 9091 230C — 10386 
2800GL 6670 (6-cyl) 
1300 Ghia 3742: .— 2800: GLS 7296 — S (6-cyl) aa 9911 240D 8535 9095 
Escort 1100 ag vt, 0491 02/79 240D lwb _ 13289 
2800 Ghia 8072 SV8 1 
Eeseiee ; 2503 — ~—=RI136 2800iGhia «8453-8788 Chief V8 _ 10791 250 = Bet 2G06 
pnuler 2800GLestate — 7417 8/78 Golden Eagle pil 7 epee 3269 
Plus 26115 5— 8001 GLS Chief a 11111 300D — 10568 
1100 Popular ae 7930 — 280E = 11700 
Plus 4dr 2719: Apap LADA (190 dealers) 280SE = 13678 
1100L 2843 — ees as aye Da/7e 1200 2163 7 — RI175 280CE a 12708 
1100L 4dr 2951 — 58001 Chis estate 2463 — 350SE = 15915 
1100 estate 2804 — Scot aosnees 1300 ES 2530 — D4/78 350SL ~ 15755 
1300 Popular 2586 — 1500 estate 2593 — 450SE — 17136 
1300 Popular FORD US (14 dealers) 1300ES estate 2978 — 450SEL — 18095 
Plus 2707 — D4/78 Mercury 1600 2793 — RI173 450SL ~ 16836 
1300 Popular Monarch rhd — 8862 1600ES 2171 9— RI173 450SLC — 19810 
Plus 4dr rag eee hd 7862 Niva 4098 — 450SEL69  — 28721 


Fair Trading-inspired codes of practice 
that generally have brought more 
honesty into retailing. Unfortunately, the 
motor trade’s own code of practice is 
vague on the subject of advertised pric- 
ing. It states that ‘a price quoted should 

_be the price at which the consumer can 

buy the goods’, but goes on to give 

dealers a let-out by declaring: ‘If the 
price excludes delivery charges, number- 
plates or seatbelts, such exclusions should 
be clearly specified.’ 

| The snag is that, in newspaper and 

magazine adverts—probably the first 

sight a customer gets of performance and 
price details—the ‘extras’ are in very 
small print. On dealers’ price-lists, too, 
they are not given any particular 
prominence. 

A notable.exception is the price-tag on 
the Lada 1300ES, imported by Satra 

Motors, that clearly states a price of 


“ 


£2530. You pay not a penny more; 
delivery charges, road tax and number- 
plates are included. Lancia and Mercedes- 
Benz include delivery charges on the UK 
mainland. Three others offer number- 
plates, too—Alfa Romeo (which also 
throws in free routine service parts for up 
to two years), Colt (which, in addition, 
has rear foglamps as standard) and 
Bristol. But these six makers account for 
less than 5°% of all new-car registrations 
in the UK. 

Ford, by contrast, has taken a back- 
wards step. Between 1965 and 1975, it 
included delivery charges in its new-car 
price-package. But when rivals failed to 
follow suit, the idea was dropped. Ford 
would still like to see the system widely 
adopted. ‘But we’re not going out ona 
limb,’ says aspokesman. 

Delivery charges, many of which are not 
specified by car manufacturers, can hurt, 


adding anything from £45 to £70 to the 
final bill. The actual price charged is 
largely up to individual dealers and, so 
far as imported cars are concerned, 
covers only the distance from the con- 
cessionaire’s HQ to the showroom. The 
cost of transporting the vehicle from the 
factory—thousands of miles, if it’s a 
Japanese model—is included in the 
manufacturer’s advertised price. 

Delivery charges levied on cars made 
in Britain are as hard to fathom. Isn’t 
it a bit quaint that a Ford customer in 
Dagenham, Essex, only a stone’s throw 
from the assembly line, should be liable 
for the same £57 for delivery as a client in 
Dundee? More to the point, why shouldn’t 
a purchaser be able to collect the car of 
his choice from the factory and, cutting 
out a middle man, avoid paying this 
extra charge altogether. The manufac- 
turers, of course, can think of any num- 


MORGAN (16 dealers) 


4/4 1600 4858 — 125P 
4-str 5344 — estate 
Plus 8 7093 — Polonez 


2259 
2579 
3129 


PONTIAC (1 dealer) 


OPEL (220 dealers) 


POLSKI FIAT (190 dealers) 


Firebird 

Kadett Economy 2576 — Trans-Am pits 9312 

DL 2797 — 

City DL 3dr 2361) = PORSCHE (18 dealers) 

Special 3027 — 924 8680 9129 

Special 3dr 3126 — 924 Lux 9129 9578 

Special 4dr 3107. — 911SC (coupé 

Specialestate 3306 — RTR338 or targa) 14679; — 

coupé 3234 3533 911SC (sport 

Ascona 3372 — coupé or 

Ascona 4dr 3481 — targa) 16429 — 

DL 3764 4134 928 20629 20629 

1.6DL 3872 4242 Turbo 26379 — 

2.0DL 4067 4437 

2.0 Berlina 4403 4773 RELIANT (260 dealers) 

Manta 2.0 Robin saloon 2158 — 
Berlinetta super saloon 2486 — 
hatchback 5082 5452 estate 2325 — 

coupé 4967 5337 RTR407 super estate 2591 — 

Rekord 4871 5265 Kitten DL 2439 — 

Berlina 5139 5533 Di2/78 DL estate 2610  — 

Berlina HL 5908 6302 Scimitar GTE 7820 7958 

estate DL 5531 5925 

DL diesel 5791 6185 RENAULT (420 dealers) 

estate DLdiesel 6245 6639 a 2338 — 

Senator as 10086 al: os = 

, 0) = 

Monzacoupé 10360 1036 an 5742 1 

5GTL 2953 — 

PANTHER (34 dealers) 57S 3290 — 

J72 4.2 18110 18505 5 auto aie 3353 

de Ville 5.3 5 Gordini 4251 — 
saloon — 50086 6TL 30375 

convertible — 60628 12 2932 — 

Lima 6182 6543 19 Tw 3247 5. —= 

Lima Turbo 8113. — estate 3623 — 

14TL 3163 — 

PEUGEOT (240 dealers) 14GTL 3237 — 

104GL 2775 — RTR406 15GTL 4076 — 

104ZL 2816 — 16TL 3893 4220 

104SL 3115 — RTR406 16TX 4722 5048 

104ZS 3265 — R1146 17TS 5041. —— 

104S 3520 — 18TL 3416 — 

304GL estate 3341 — RTR386 18TS 3707 4058 

304SL estate 3595 — 18GTL 3918 — 

305GL 3495 — D9/78 18GTS 4336 4606 

305GR 3786 — D9/78 20TL 4592 4957 

305SR 4125 — R1162 20TS 5487 5852 

504 4261 4777 RI174 30TS 6592 6958 

504 estate 4730 — 30TX 7821 8067 

504 diesel 4890 — RI125 

504 diesel ROLLS-ROYCE (35 dealers) 
estate 53255) Silver Shadow Il — 32173 

504GL 4855 5371 RI159 Silver Wraith | — 37871 

504GL estate 5268 5784 Corniche poms 46720 

504GL diesel 5556 — RTR425 Convertible zh 49630 

504 Family 5302 5818 

504 Family SAAB (186 dealers) 
dieselestate 6003 — 99L 2dr 4631 — 

604SL 7444 7958 RTR391 99GL 4dr 5041 5461 

604Tl 8490 8853 RI167 9O0O0GL 3dr 5661 — 


RTR379 


D7/78 


RTR303 


RTR364 
RTR364 


D3/78 
RI143 
RTR370 


RTR364 
RTR385 
RTR385 
RTR374 
RTR414 


D5/78 


RTR291 
RTR359 


RTR409 
D12/78 
R134 


RTR312 


RTR419 


900GLS 3dr 5911 
900 5dr 6131 
900EMS 3dr 7131 
9OOGLE 5dr — 

Turbo 3dr 8811 
Turbo 5dr 9131 


SIMCA (650 dealers) 
1005GLS 


Special 2268 
1006GLS 

Special 2363 
1100LE 3dr 2451 
1100LE 5dr 2522 


1100GLS estate 2929 
Special 2887 


SKODA (250 dealers) 


$110R coupé 2019 
105S 1970 
105L 2070 
120L 2170 
120LS 2420 
SUBARU (61 dealers) 
1600DL 2dr 2964 
4dr 3092 
Custom 4dr 3420 
coupé 3116 
GFT 3619 
DL estate 3455 
4wd estate 4420 
SUZUKI (20 dealers) 
LJ80 4wd 3006 
LJ80V 4wd 3456 
TOY OTA (232 dealers) 
StarletGL3dr 2974 
GL 5dr 3065 
Corolla 30-1200 

DL 2dr 2941 
1200DL 4dr 3053 
estate 3305 
1600 Liftback 3665 
Carina 1600 DL 3723 
estate 4006 
Celica 1600ST 4185 


2000ST Liftback 4551 
2000XT Liftback 5246 
2000GT Liftback 5533 
Cressida 2000 


DL 4378 
estate 4709 
Crown 2600 

Super —_ 
TVR (28 dealers) 
3000M 7368 
convertible 7716 
Taimar 8011 
Turbo 11045 
convertible 11569 
Taimar Turbo 11836 


VAUXHALL (650 dealers) 


ChevetteE 2dr 2594 
E 3dr 2635 
E 4dr 2701 


L 2dr 2841 — 
L 3dr 2881 — 
L 4dr 2948 — RTR396 
L estate 3167 — 
GL 3dr 3200 — D3/79 
GL4dr 3266 — 
2300HS 3dr 5713 — 
Viva E 2dr 2680 — RTR378 
E 4dr 2788 — 
1300L 2dr 3107 — 
L 4dr 3035 — 
RTR387 L estate 3254 — 
GLS 2dr 3309 — 
RTR298 GLS 4dr 3416 3714 
1800GLS 4dr 3594 — 
Cavalier 1300L 
2dr 3270 — D9/78 
1300L 4dr 3377 — D9/78 
1600L 2dr 3448 3818 RTR382 
D1/79 1600L 4dr 3555 3925 R1I163(a) 
GL 4dr 3894 4264 
R1I169 Sports hatch 4519 4889 
2000GL 4dr 4102 4472 RI152 
GLS coupé 4687 5057 #4xRTR407 
Sports hatch 4728 5098 
D6/78 Carlton 2000 4966 5360 012/78 
estate 5dr 5458 5852 
Royale 8489 8883 
coupe 8797 8797 
D2/79 VOLKSWAGEN (330 dealers) 
Polo N900 3dr 2790 — RTR408 
L900 3dr 3080 — RTR408 
GLS1100 3dr 3445 — RTR408 
Derby $1100 
2dr 2930 — 
LS1100 2dr 3270 — D3/79 
D3/79 GLS1300 2dr 3585 — RI168 
03/79 GolfN1100 3dr 3080 — 
L1100 5dr 3520 — RTR411 
RTR399 LD (diesel) 1500 
5dr 4210 — R1160 
GL1100 3dr 3645 — 
GLS1460 5dr 4050 4318 D6/78 
D10/78 GTI1600 3dr 4820 — 
PassatLS1600 4525 4819 RTR388 
GLS1600 5dr 4840 5134 RI165 
BTR4e3 LS estate 4665 4959 
GLS estate 5110 5404 
Scirocco 
GLS1600 
coupé 5110 5444 #42D6/79 
VOLVO (225 dealers) 
343DL 3693 3843 D10/78 
244DL 5435 5854 =RTR426 
244GL+ o/d 6619 6934 RTR426 
244 GLE 7186 7501 
D7/78 245DL estate 6053 6473 RTR368 
245GLE estate 7190 7506 
264GL 7799 8114 
264GLE 8660 8976 RTR395 
265GL 7938 8253 
265GLE estate 8438 8753 
262C coupé 12849 13150 
264TE 
Limousine — 17298 


ber of reasons, and hint darkly at trades 
union agreements and marketing proce- 
dures. Indeed, one spokesman says that 
even in the days after the war when 
customers could collect cars from the 
works, they still had to pay a delivery 
charge. 

Numberplates are a matter of individual 
taste: a Jaguar owner may fancy expen- 
sive adornments fore and aft, whereas 
a Mini man might prefer something 
plainer. But even allowing for this, there 
is no pattern when it comes to dealers’ 
charges. 

Depending on the individual retailer, 
numberplates can come to anything 
between £6 and £16. One salesman admits 
that he pays around £3 for a pair, and 
charges the customer £6.50. Reverse- 
engraved sets are even more profitable: 
these net him nearly £7 profit. Not bad 
for the seven minutes’ labour it takes to 
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fix them to the car at the front and rear. 

So far as seatbelts are concerned, 
Mercedes-Benz is the odd _ motor- 
manufacturer out. Its  factory-fitted 
restraints do not comply with British 
Standards Institution regulations and, as 
a result, belts are fitted here and cus- 
tomers charged extra for them. And, 
finally, as for that other on-the-road 
necessity—road tax—only Satra Motors 
offers this in its all-in Lada deals. 

Most manufacturers believe that inclu- 
sive pricing would harm trade, but Satra 
reports that business is ‘very healthy’. 
In fact, in 1978 sales leapt by 46% over 
the previous year when the all-in package 
was introduced. 

So at least someone recognises that we’re 
living in a different age. For in the sophis- 
ticated, streamlined 70s there is surely no 
room or excuse for ‘traditions’ that cost 
new-car buyers so dear. RICHARD FEAST 
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investigation, the government 
brought into fore a regulation 
governing performance on 
mopeds registered after | August 
1977: by a combination of modi- 
fied gearing, carburation and 
exhaust design, manufacturers 
made it difficult, and costly, for 
youngsters to make the new bikes 
any quicker. But teenagers were 
still able to get their hands on 
older, faster models for quite 
some while after the government’s 
deadline. The reason: many 
dealers stockpiled machines, and 
registered them just before the 
ban took effect. 

Now that these supplies have run 
out, teenagers are keen to buy 
secondhand models not fitted with 
speed-limiting devices. Indeed, 
dealers report a 20—25°, increase 
in used-moped sales, and the way 
in which older machines are hold- 
ing their price reflects their popu- 
larity. A brand-new Suzuki APSO 
retails for £300, but a two-year- 
old ‘de-restricted’ model is not far 
behind at around £250. 


Cycle logical? 

Meanwhile even lower down the 
age scale, child pedal-cyclists are 
having accidents in epidemic 
proportions, say Britain’s doctors 
—10,000 killed or injured a year, 
and 70° of their crashes resulting 
in head injuries. That’s why the 
medical men have launched a 
campaign to get child cyclists to 
wear crash helmets. 


It’s good to see something con- 


structive being done, but, though 
such a plan might cut the number 
of casualties, it won’t make a 
ha’p’orth of difference to the 
number of accidents. 

Sadly, the one national effort to 
achieve something in this direc- 
tion—the RoSPA-run cycling pro- 
ficiency scheme—is clearly not 

succeeding. And it’s perhaps not 


The long-running seatbelts saga 
comes under DRIVE scrutiny once 
again, with a new 1000-motorist 
survey carried out for us. One of 
its more-heartening findings is the 
current overwhelming support for 
fitting rear seatbelts to cars and 


hard to see why: satisfying an 
examiner that you can pedal a 
bike around a school playground 
competently is a far cry from 
proving that you’re competent on 
the road in traffic. 

One road safety officer tells 
DRIVE that she has followed 
children, who had just gained 
their playground proficiency cer- 
tificates, around the roads: ‘They 
weren't nearly as confident or 
safe, and they certainly weren’t 
ready to go on the road.” But that 
is where their parents were allow- 
ing them, probably encouraged 
by RoSPA’s ‘proof of expertise. 
Perhaps the biggest reason to 
justify a change in the system is 
the recent discovery that pedal- 


for banning children from front 
seats. Put the two ideas together, 
and you have a market for a 
device such as the one left—a 
special cushion that will enable 
older youngsters to wear adult 
seatbelts without the risk of sub- 
marining—slipping out from 
underneath the belt—in a crash. 
It’s a Volvo idea (of course) 
that the company plans to intro- 
duce to Britain, along with its 
custom-built, rearward-facing 
child seat for younger children, 
another idea that has consistently 
won our support (see DRIVE’s 
various). And it’s double hearten- 
ing that home firm, KL Auto- 
motive Products, too, is consider- 
ing a rearward-facing restraint. 
This amount of active concern 
for motoring youngsters is 
uncharacteristic of Britain: a 
parliamentary bill aimed at ban- 
ning under-13s from front seats 
was given its first reading only a 
few weeks ago. The Royal Society 
for the Prevention of Accidents is, 
as we go to press, lobbying Trans- 
port Minister William Rodgers to 


ling into the road from a pavement 
or driveway without looking is 
now as common a cause of cycling 
accidents as turning right from a 
major road—a fact that emerged 


when Thames Valley Police 
examined 500 accident reports in 
detail. No one had recognised the 
problem, and proficiency courses 
have never included this danger in 
the curriculum. 


Tourists de force 

Stand by for the biggest-ever 
invasion of Britain: according to 
the British Tourist Authority, 
12million foreign visitors are 
expected this year, and between 
them will spend £3500million. 
The AA’s Driveaway scheme is 


declare the bill ‘non-contentious’ ; 
without this qualification, the sad 
truth is that, in election-minded 
Britain, it doesn’t. stand a cat’s 
chance in ‘that hot place’. And the 
certainty is that, next year, like 
this year and last year, another 
800 children will be injured or die 
on the front seats of UK cars. 
That’s quite apart from the 1500 
maimed or killed in rear seats, 
the vast majority travelling 
unrestrained: the government 
Transport and Road Research 
Laboratory investigated a sample 
of 2595 child casualties in 1973— 
1974... and found that 2466 had 
no belts or harnesses. 

A DRIVE reporter carried out his 
own quick survey, comparing 
child-motoring habits in Swedish 
Volvo’s home capital, Stockholm, 
and in London: of 100 cars carry- 
ing youngsters in Stockholm, he 
saw four children sitting next to 
drivers; in the British capital, 100 
cars yielded 39 children on front 
seats—and, even more dangerous, 
a further 10 on the laps of front- 
seat adults! 


a fair barometer of this balmy 
climate in the tourist business: 
this is its sixth year of making 
hotel reservations for foreign 
visitors touring Britain. Last year, 
10,000 Americans, Europeans, 
Canadians, Australians and S 
Africans used Driveaway as this 
issue goes to press, it is reported 
that bookings are 100°% up on the 
same period last year. 


Golden ‘gate’ 


The AA’s annual accolade for 
significant achievement in motor- 
ing has gone to Quinton Hazel 
Automotive, of Nuneaton, War- 
wickshire, for ... a lorry acces- 
sory. QH took the AA’s gold 
medal for the Underider—a sort 


MOTOR SPORT 
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dollies 


WHATEVER HAPPENED to. the 
| pretty girls in motor racing? The 
popsies who used to decorate the 
pit counters, the charming camp- 
followers, the darlings who were 
once such an integral part of big- 
time motor racing? 

They, alas, are of the past. Like 


dodos, they have disappeared— 
not because the tastes and whims 
and needs of top drivers have 
changed. Today’s stars, just like 
those of 20 years ago, still need 
their helmets carried, and are not 
opposed to a little dancing and 
other nocturnal amusements. But 
their pit popsies have been 
replaced by the more permanent 
figures of . . . wives. They attend 
to all needs, and at the same time 
form a formidable barrier 
between their sweat-stained, 
super-hero husbands and the 
dwindling band of ‘fanciers’. 

Twenty years ago, the grids were 
filled with the fun-loving racers of 
the late 1950s. Men like Peter 
Collins, Mike Hawthorn, ‘Taffy’ 
von Trips, the Marquis ‘Fon’ de 
Portago. All tackled their leisure- 
time with the same gusto that they 
devoted to the race track. There 
were parties, poolside frolics, mid- 
night trips to nightclubs, and 
inevitably complaints. 

It’s all very different in 1979. The 


pit popsies have gone because 
today’s professional drivers are a 
much more serious bunch, and 
because at a recent count 22 out 
of 24 men on a Grand Prix grid 
were married. The two exceptions 
were James Hunt, and the discreet 
Ulsterman John Watson. 

If the top-liner of 20 years ago 
better fitted the image of the 
daring, dashing, bachelor-hero, 
today’s supermen are faced with 
a more demanding schedule and 
are too much involved as tech- 
nicians to have time, or energy, 
for the playboy antics of their 
predecessors. Two hours roasting 
in the confines of a GP car at 
speeds of over 150mph, where 
concentration is 101° and judge- 
ment is to the inch, demands 
much both physically and 
emotionally. 

Jackie Stewart, the ultimate in 
racing professionalism, once told 
me that he never allowed himself 
the pleasures of sex during the 
two days prior to a race. Stirling 


Moss thought along similar lines, 
but confessed that he once broke 
his no-sex rule the night before a 
major race at Goodwood. He 
went out and won the following 
day, and kicked himself for the 
years of self-denial! 

For safety’s sake, I shall not 
reveal the name of the driver, 
racing in the early 1960s, who 
boasted to me at the Italian Grand 
Prix one year that his evening 
consumption of ladies was the 
same as his wine. He regularly 
drank two bottles at dinner. But 
he was seldom a race winner. 
Today it’s the mechanics who tell 
stories of late-night parties and 
talk of conquests among the girls. 
It’s a changing world in which 
the mechanic assumes the role of 
the playboy, and the hero and his 
wife jet away from the scene of 
triumph to the land of reality 
and their waiting, nanny-tended 
children at home. 

Will it all change again by 1984? 

NICK BRITTAN 
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of ‘gate’ that hangs down from the 
tail of a lorry to absorb progres- 
sively the collision force of any 
car unfortunate enough to run 
into its rear. 

Two silver medals were awarded: 
one to Berm Optical Products 
for an acrylic pve rear-view lens 
that enables a motorist—especi- 
ally a caravanner—to see the road 
area immediately behind through 
the interior driving mirror; the 
other went to Cornwall County 
Council in association with British 
Rail Western Division and Pen- 
with District Council for a park- 
and-ride rail scheme that should 
take some of the summer conges- 
tion off St Ives roads. 


Paper tigers 

Can a conviction for having an 
illegal tyre really be more serious 
than being caught with a bogus 
MoT test certificate? Bearing in 
mind that the motive behind buy- 
ing a blank certificate on the black 
market is almost certainly because 
the offender knows that his car 
will be declared unroadworthy by 
an MoT tester, the answer accord- 
ing to logic would seem to be a 
pretty obvious No. 

But not so, judging by the 
penalties meted out by magis- 
trates recently in a spate of 
cases involving stolen certificates 
in the north and south of England: 
receivers of these were merely 
fined an average £100. Yet if the 
same drivers had each been con- 
victed of having faulty tyres on 
their cars, they would have been 
given a mandatory endorsement 
and probably a fine of £50 on top. 
Indeed, faulty brakes, steering or 
anything that renders a vehicle 
dangerous are all offences that 
carry automatic endorsements. 

Why did the false MoT brigade 
get off so lightly? Because the 
bogus documents came to light in 
road-tax offices, and not as a 
result of the offenders being stop- 
ped on the road. 

Perhaps it would have been 


fairer if, in addition to the £100 


You won’t find this Rover con- 
vertible in any catalogue—it’s the 
handiwork of Colin Mann, of 
Coleshill, near Birmingham, who 
bought the 1967 Rover P5 that’s 
beneath it all at the end of 1977 
and spent a year or so 
hacking and restyl- 
ing the venerable 
bodywork. But the 
same old V8 
‘heart’ beats on. 


fines, magistrates had ordered 
their cars to be inspected and sub- 
sequent prosecutions taken out 
against them for each unroad- 
worthy item found. 


AUTOMOBILE 
ASSOCIATION 

Annual General Meeting 1979 
Notice is hereby given that the 
Annual General Meeting of the 
Automobile Association will be held 


at the Savoy Hotel (Victoria 
Embankment entrance), London, 
on 17 May 1979 at llam, to receive 
the Report of the Committee, to 
adopt the Accounts and Balance 
Sheet for the year ended 31 Decem- 
ber 1978, to elect members of the 
Committee, to elect and appoint 
Auditors and to deal with any other 
business which the Meeting is com- 
petent to transact. 

Dated 3 April 1979 

By Order of the Committee of 

the Association 

W Lynch, Secretary, Fanum House, 
Basingstoke, Hants RG21 2BA. 

The Report and Accounts are avail- 
able to members on application to 
the Secretary. 


Rentarepair 


A good idea from Milton Keynes, 
Bucks. That’s where, in July, the 
country’s only purpose-built DIY 
garage will throw open its doors, 
offering 10 fully-equipped bays 
where, for £1.50 an hour, motor- 
ists will be able to service and 
repair their own cars. In warm, 
comfortable surroundings and— 
important—with the right tools 
for the job on hand, they will be 
able to complete tasks much more 
quickly than at home. And, for an 
extra fee, they will be able to call 
on an expert mechanic for help 
and advice. 

The project is a co-production 
from Total Oil and Milton Keynes 
Development Corporation, but it 
is the brainchild of Lord Young 
of Dartington, chairman of the 
city’s Mutual Aid Centre. “The 
facilities,’ he says, ‘may encourage 
motorists to service their cars 
regularly and to carry out proper 
repairs rather than botching. It 
could make motoring a lot safer.’ 

If the experiment succeeds, there 
are plans to establish similar 
centres all over the country. 
Certainly, a similar idea has taken 
off in Sweden, where a motorists’ 
co-operative now runs 400 such 
garages. In Britain, however, it’s 
not the first time that the DIY idea 
has been tried . . . and most of 
them have failed. 


Votes for 18s? 


The R12 apart, Renault has spent 
the last decade trying to convince 
car buyers, from economy-minded 


mini men to expense-account 
executives, that the best cars come 
with hatchbacks. But its new 


middle-weight car for the eighties, 
the 18, breaks with the tradition— 
it’s a conventional saloon, with 
four doors and a boot (see right). 
Four versions are available in 


‘Motoring books? Yes, straight ahead to Philosophy, a 
sharp lefthander, bear right at Modern History, a 


U-turn at Romance . . 


. and when you come to 


Theology, ask again.’ 


the UK, to be joined some time 
near the end of the year by an 
estate. An enlarged 1397cc ver- 
sion of the Renault 12’s engine 
powers the TL and GTL models, 
and the 1647cc Renault 16 power 
unit goes in the TS and GTS 
versions, both driving the front 
wheels. Renault’s own electrically 
controlled three-speed automatic 
gearbox is available on the larger- 
engine varieties, and a five-speed 
box is standard on the GTS. 

On a brief, pre-launch road 
impression, DRIVE tried both 
engines in TS and GTL form. 
Neither could be described as 
particularly quiet, but the smaller 


‘Nine stone seven and a half pounds, 
lucky colour blue, and... LOOK ouT!’ 


one felt the sweetest . . . even if it 
did require plenty of gear chang- 
ing to keep up the pace. The 
steering is lighter than the Renault 
rule, and that typically French 
cornering roll isn’t so noticeable. 
Nevertheless, the 18 doesn’t have 
the train-like high-speed steadi- 
ness of the Renault 5, and the 
ride, although competent, doesn’t 
feel quite so absorbent. 


All models are very well 
equipped, right down to the 
bottom-of-the-range TL. And 


with prices ranging from £3313 to 
£4233, the 18 could certainly eat 
into the Ford Cortina/Vauxhall 
Cavalier market. 


‘Strange, Edith—there 
was no mention of 
overcast skies in 

the forecast.’ 


Cartoonist NOEL FORD hasn’t even been to Dagenham, but 
his car output is prolific. And his humour comes in all 
colours... especially black 


~ ‘Frankly, I’m worried— 
Arthur went in two 
hours ago to check the 
oil, and I haven't 
seen him since.’ 


One for all you folk who think that 
a car tester’s life is one long party, 
hurling exotic roadburners around 
the country while everyone else is 

shackled to an office desk. This 
(left to right) is DRIVE staff writer 

Robert Oxford, photographer John 

Perkins and roadtester Richard 

Taylor braving one of the last 

snowy days of winter to get this 

_issue’s car-test pictures . . . at the 

inaptly named Sunnyside Riding 


i 


e 


School, Liphook, Hants. Mind 
you, it has to be said that they do 
get some lovely transport as com- 
pensation. Last issue’s car tests 
featured a photo session at the 
picturesque Hampshire Watercress 
Line, at Alresford; there, we could 
hardly persuade any of the team to 
look at cars as they were all too 
busy realising childhood dreams 
aboard the immaculately preserved 
steam trains. 


Roads information 


Numbers in parentheses refer to maps 
in the 1978-1979 edition of the AA 
Members’ Handbook. 


BRITAIN 

Major roads open A75 Newton 
Stewart bypass, 14 miles (38). 
OVERSEAS 


Austria New Arlberg Tunnel (14km 
long) runs south of and parallel to the 
Arlberg Pass. Toll: 120 schillings. 
Denmark New road numbering sys- 
tem being introduced during 1979. 
Three categories are: E roads (green 
and white signs), primary roads (one- 
or two-digit numbers on _ yellow 
boards), and secondary roads (three- 
digit numbers on white boards). 
Portugal Auto-estrada do Norte E3 
—opening of 14km between Carre- 
gado and Aveiras de Cima delayed. 
Yugoslavia Titograd-Skopje E27— 
reopened to caravans between 
RozZaj and Ribarice. 


Seal of Approval 
The AA’s Seal of Approval has 
been awarded to Gunson’s Tacho- 
strobe Timing Light, the Cameron 
Price footpump and accessories, 
and Laureate Marine’s Light 
Prompt audible light reminder. 
Approval has lapsed on the 
Lucas Rearguard foglamp, and 
Mill Accessories’ Fiamm horns. 


MECHANIC 
Wobblies 


MANY PARTS of a car are manu- 
factured to fine tolerances to 
reduce wear and noise, but the 
humble, pressed-steel road wheel 
can be up to tin out of true and 
still be considered acceptable. 
Tolerances on tyres are pretty 
generous, too . .. but, if a wheel 
and tyre are fitted in such a way 
that their errors have a cumula- 
tive effect, it can spell trouble. 

If, for example, the wheel is out 
of balance on its vertical centre 
line—that’s called static imbal- 
ance—it will tend to bounce up 
and down, often dramatically. 

When a wheel is out of balance 
on one side—dynamic imbalance 
or, more correctly, couple un- 
balance—it will tend to tilt from 
side to side and, if a front wheel, 
will also be affected by gyro- 
scopic forces. 

The result is shimmy .. . but, 
unlike Sister Kate’s dancing, it is 
an unpleasant shake that usually 
occurs at 50—60mph and is felt 
with varying severity. 

If the shake is bad and left 
unchecked, it will cause rapid 
wear of tyres, wheel bearings and 
suspension joints. So all four 
wheels should be balanced and 
rechecked from time to time. 

On modern cars, it is unlikely 
that out-of-balance wheels will 
be responsible for triggering off 
anything too drastic or dangerous. 
But properly balanced wheels will 
undoubtedly mean longer tyre 
and suspension life and allow 
greater driving comfort. 

You can do your own wheel 
balancing with an accessory-shop 
kit that is simple and can alleviate 
shimmy, but which is obviously 
no match for a garage’s modern, 
sophisticated balancing machines, 
which do the job accurately ina 
fraction of the time for £1-£1.50 
per wheel. 

Some garages balance wheels 
on the car with an electronic 
gadget that calculates the vari- 
ance in both static and dynamic 
imbalance, and_ specifies the 
weight of the small lead slugs 
needed to be clipped (or stuck, 
in the case of alloy wheels) on to 
the wheels, as well as their pre- 
cise location in the rims. 

Other garages balance wheels 
off the car with a machine that 
spins each wheel at high speeds. 
This system is more accurate, but 
the drawback is that it doesn’t 
allow for imbalanced brake discs 
or drums. BARRY FRANCIS 
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INDEX 


At the 
double 


UNEXPECTEDLY high _ servicing 
and repair costs in November 
and December 1978 have helped 
to push the cost of running a car 
to more than £600 a year for the 
first time since DRIVE’s Index of 
Motoring Costs was introduced 
in 1973, and this means that 
motorists are spending nearly 
twice as much as they did five and 
a half years ago. That is the mes- 
sage of the latest Index figures, 
shown right. 

Expenditure for the two months 
that normally produce the lowest 
servicing and repair costs of the 
year rose by 86% compared with 
the corresponding period in 1977 
—in December alone, the increase 
was more than double. And, 
although the average motorist 
drove 135 fewer miles last Decem- 
ber than in November, he spent 
only £1.60 less (about two cut- 
price gallons), confirming either 
that he has had to pay more for 
his petrol or that, because of the 
winter tanker-drivers’ strike, he 
was buying more petrol than 
normal to keep his tank full. 

At 7.97p per mile, December 
was certainly the most expensive 
month in 1978 to run a car. And, 
compared to the last issue’s Index 
returns, all other running costs 
also show increases—petrol up 
98p, oil 46p, servicing and repairs 
£13.47, accessories 46p, insurance 
£1.03 and ‘other costs’ £1.18, 
making a total increase of £17.58. 
Throughout last year, too, insur- 
ance cover cost motorists more 
than 20°, extra. 

Once again, the Datsun Cherry/ 
Sunny range continues to be the 
most economical at 5.12p per mile, 
with Austin’s Allegro second at 
5.38p per mile. Because it has 
recorded the largest drop in 
mileage, the Ford Escort 1300 has 
taken the most dramatic jump in 
running costs—up from 5.17p per 
mile to 5.77p. 

Though the Austin Morris 
Princess 1800/2200s still suffer 
the highest monthly servicing and 
repair costs of all cars listed, at 
£29.03, British cars in general 
continue to give reasonable value 


at 6.45p per mile, being dearer to. 


run only than Japanese models 
at 6.10p per mile and more 
economical than W Germans at 
6.5p per mile and French and 
Italian cars, both of which now 
cost 6.57p per mile to run. 
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COST OF MOTORING: January 1978—December 1978 


INDEX 
Oct 1973 = 100 104/191 | 203 106 | 219 | 100 | 175 206 | 199 


MONTH-BY-MONTH e Servicing 
ANALYSES (all cars) AND alee 
ENGINE RATING 

ANALYSES (post-1968 cars) 


07 | 0.64 | 11.23] 0.61 | 3.99 [| 6.63 | 44.16 | 
February 1978 | 0.85 | 11.80] 0.81 | 4.24 | 6.59 | 45.55 | 
March 1978 | 21.47 | 0.70 | 11.33] 0.76 [| 4.22 | 6.59 | 45.08 | 
April 1978 0.93 
May 1978 | 0.63) | 21-56.) (9.18 | [4.335 27,05. eeeiaae 
June 1978 | 24.38 [0,81 "| 11.88 (1.01 44 | 7.28. eee 
July 1978 | 24.92 | 0.89 | 14.19] 0.31 | 4.41 | 8.50 | 53.22 | 
August 1978 | -25.64.|° 0.78. |) 10.42) | LOST is 45 1) 9.13" Meeeon 
September 1978 23.27): 0.84. -|- 15.08] “0.6559|- 4.45 5) 8.02 “ee gears 
October 1978 24.49 | 0.64 | 12.77 | 0.70 | 4.58 | 6.88 | 50.05 | 
November 1978 | 24.72 | 0.54 [| 15.01] 0.38 | 460 | 8.68 | 53.94 | 
December 1978 
TOTAL (for year) [283.05 | 9.95 [160.27 | 8.42 | 52.51 | 91.72 |605.93 | 
—900ce | 14.17 | 0.52 | 8.89 |°0.84° 9] 33:99 |e5.87 © | 34.284 
901—1100cc | 18.67" | 0.54" | 10:52-)-O5605) 45155, )0 7.250 eaeeees 
1101-1300cc 
1301—1500cc | 22.55 | 0.61 | 14.42 | 0.52 | 4.48 | 7.48 | 50.06 | 
1501—1700cc | 30.11 | 0.62" [15.14 (a0) 24.76 fei. Ate aes 
1701cc + fe7e 4 32.51/ 1.18 | 15.78] 085 | 5.52 | 8.24 | 64.07 | 
MODEL-BY-MODEL ANA 968 cars 
Avenger | 24.44 | 0.88 | 18.48 | 0.70 | 4.09 | 6.44 | 55.03 | 
Hunter 1500/1750 224.19 |) 0.76. | 13.34-[ 1,78 | 4:28 | 8:67 ao Ore 
Datsun Cherry/Sunny 21.12.|-0.73 | 8.73 | O:006[ 5.00 | 6.35) Baise 
Fiat 128/124 | 19.80 | 0.44 | 15.63 | 0.00 | 4.58 | 6.98 | 47.44 | 
Fiat 500/127 : | 10.93 | 0.24 | 16.69] 0.00 | 4.43 | 6.13 | 38.41 | 
Ford Escort 1100/Popular_ [7 m 22.84 | .0.50 | 9.52 | 0.76 | 4.07 | 8.35 | 46.03 | 
Escort 1300 
Cortina 1300 
Cortina 1600 m 32.69/ 049 | 18.05] 1.54 | 4.52 | 7.72 | 
Cortina 2000 B 33.77 | 0.78 | 515.57 | 0.62 | 5.59 7| 2:99 \N64a.ats 
Capri 1600 B. 29.78.| 0.53.0} 9.42,| 0.58" | 5.38) | 9.244 paeem 
Granada/Consul J 44.44 | 1.52 | 20.45] 0.00 | 5.70 | 7.95 | 80.05 | 
Leyland Mini : 914,79) | 0:40 | 9.92 |" 0.37" | 4.10) |) 6.53) (eaGi2g 
1100/1300 216.51 5| Oa75 4 9.89] 1.815 | 3.792) 6.53) eeoeoe 
Allegro | 21.46 | 0.94 | 5.48] 0.71 | 4.36 | 7.45 | 40.40 | 
Maxi 1500/1750 | 23.90 [ 0.74 | 13.24] 0.00 | 434 | 6.76 | 48.97 | 
Marina 1300 : | 23.93 | 0.55 | 20.26 | 058 | 412°17 6.88 |=56.339 
Marina 1800 ) 29.33. [0.55 | 19:38: 0.65 5 ATS e]907.2 5 eee 
Princess 1800/2200 
Rover 2000/3500 
Triumph Toledo/Dolomite | 22.53 }--0.71- | 911, 854)5 0.760] 4.73 16.99 eee oe 
Triumph 2000/PI . |_ 32.62 | 0.89 |.10.26).- 1,16] * 5.580) °1 6.81 oenoem 
Simca 1000/1100 4] 21.38[ 0.38 | 13.61] 0.24 | 4.28 | 5.92 | 45.82 | 
Vauxhall Viva 8 20.25/ 0.79 | 11.98] 0.25 | 3.93 | 7.28 | 44.48 | 
Victor 1800/2300 | 26.03 | 1.36. | 18.58 /) 0.84 -[- 4.32 | 6.56) -ea76em 
VW Beetle | 18.50] 0.68 | 13.95[ 0.00 | 4.10 | 6.21 | 43.44 | 
All Chrysler UK 2 23.96] 0.90 | 13.25] 1.25 | 4.18 | 7.40 | 50.94) 
Ford ; m 29.27| 059 | 13.00] 0.92 | 461 | 7.92 [eS6329 
Leyland ma 22.61| 095 | 13.46[ 0.69 | 4.46 | 7.33 | 49.50] 
Vauxhall 
All British : | 24.88] 0.82 | 13.23] 0.76 | 445 | 7.50 | 51.64] 
All Fiat : | 17.34{ 0.51 | 14.56] 0.36 | 483 | 7.01 | 44.61 | 
Renault mS 21.97] 0.52 | 13.28) 91.39 [S465 [7.32 easaae 
Simca | 21.57/| 0.31 | 19.04[ 018 | 440 | 6.05 | 51.54] 
Volvo i | 34.32] 062 | 8.37] 1.14 | 642 | 7.56 | 58.43]. 
All French @ 23.63| 0.49 | 15.09[ 0.98 [| 4.82 | 8.20 | 53.22] 

Italian j 18.39/ 049 | 12.46] 0.30 | 5.21 | 7.23 | 44.08) 
Japanese | 24.42 | 0.85" |-15.46[-0.12 | 5.43] 7.37 °|963.6a" 
W German 26.85 | 0.56" |) 14.67 | 1.22 “| °5.3807) 7.07 os ome 
All Foreign E @ 23.94] 0.61 | 14.12] 0.70 | 5.18 | 7.46 [| 52.02] 


Average monthly costs (£) excluding depreciation 
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As reliable as 


{Serco 


| _@HITACHI D 


Take away the built-in computer. The digital And you don't have to keep your finger on the 


read out. The automatic tuner. fast forward or rewind buttons. (Some manufacturers 
And you're left with one of those reliable Hitachi _ cut corners, Hitachi know you have to drive round 
car stereos. them.) 
The kind that last longer than most cars. The Hitachi Digital 1. The only thing it’s not 


____Naturally the Digital 1 has the NCnoiselimiting designed to do is break down. 
circuit for interference-free reception. 


And it has the superior cassette system you | 
find in all Hitachi car cassette players. p 
It has separate on/off and eject controls, to take . te mee 
care of your precious tapes. Hitachi, in a word reliability. 


See us at the Hitachi Rod and Custom Show, Belle Vue, Manchester, May 5-7. 


The Hitachi Digital 1 is available from garages and specialist In-Car Entertainment dealers. For further details write to Digital 1, Hitachi House, Station Road, Hayes, Middx. UB3 4DR. 
Lagonda photograph supplied by Aston Martin. 
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MY KIND OF PLACE 


Eschewing 
the fat 


THERE IS one test of a good 
restaurant that, to my mind, never 
fails to separate the sheep from 
the goats, yet that merry band of 
professional ‘tasters’ who report 
on the nation’s eating places never 
seems to use it. | urge them to, as 
it’s as unfailingly accurate as it is 
simple: take a vegetarian guest 
along on the investigatory foray; 
or simply announce that you wish 
to eat a vegetarian meal and ask 
what can be prepared for you. 

It’s amazing how effective this 
simple ploy is in determining the 
quality, efficiency and culinary 
imagination of the establishment. 
Of course, to be fair to the 
restaurateur, it is preferable to 
give him or her notice of your 
vegetarian guest when reserving 
the table. Though if he or she is 
any good at all, it shouldn’t really 


upset an apple-(or vegetable-)cart. 

The number of people who are 
thinking seriously of becoming 
vegetarian, or who have indeed 
crossed the line and no longer eat 
meat, is increasing rapidly. There 
are many different types, from 
fruitarians (who eat only nuts, 
fruit and will not even destroy 
plant life) to the half-measure 
brigade (like myself) who con- 
sume fish and fowl but won’t eat 
red meat. My wife Theresa will 
eat dairy produce and eggs, but 
will not touch food that has any- 
thing to do with the direct killing 
of an animal, bird or fish. 

People give up meat for various 
reasons: expense, religious beliefs, 
on moral grounds, for health. All 
agree that the fat from meat 
dishes can be most unpleasant 
after a very short period of eating 
only vegetarian meals, and that 
one never suffers from the 
*bloated, heavy sensation of indi- 
gestion—even after a very filling 
vegetarian lunch or dinner. 

What about calories/proteins/ 
polyunsaturated-fats and all those 
confusing dietary things? If you 
simply give up eating meat, and 
don’t bother to consider what 
replaces it, then your health will 
suffer. But it isn’t difficult to work 
out a simple and effective way of 
avoiding the stuff without becom- 
ing over-involved with the more 
odd-ball, and sometimes disgust- 
ing, nut roasts and soya-bean 


orthopaedically-designed seats 


Mass-market car seats are a compromise. They cannot account for the widely - 
varying physique of drivers and passengers, and often contribute to back ache 
and far more serious permanent vertebral problems. 

Recaro seat provide the cure. All models feature steel shell construction for 
strength and safety and are opthopaedically-designed, with 

a wide range of infinitely variable manual or electrical 

adjustments to seat, back rest and side cushions, to give 


optimum support for all physical builds. 


Porsche owners already benefit from Recaro as 
original equipment whilst Opel, Ford, RS2000 and 
Capri ‘S’ customers can specify them as options. Now 


there's a range of 
replacements for 
seatscanbereplaced; 

Send for free 
colour brochure and 
price list 


Recaro seats as direct 
virtually all cars. Your 
your health never can. 


Wood & Pickett Ltd 
Craftsmen to the Motor Industry 


ABBEY ROAD PARK ROYAL LONDON NW10 7SA 
TELEPHONE 01-965 7222 


patties that give rise to boring 
quips about freaky weirdos and 
their ‘nut rissoles’. 

In London, not surprisingly, it is 
possible to seek out an eating 
place to suit virtually every taste 
or requirement. But in the 
provinces I have yet to find a 
vegetarian restaurant that fulfils 
my three basic requirements: stays 
open in the evenings; provides an 
intimate atmosphere, with soft 
furnishings and romantic lighting; 
and offers—dare I say it?—wine. 

Are the people who won't eat 
meat as dull and as boring as the 
handful of restaurants that cater 
to them make out? I think not. 
Yet when you do manage to 
unearth your local Salad Bowl or 
Vegetable Kitchen it will almost 
invariably feature scrubbed-pine 
benches, a Scandinavian-style 
interior, hearty check tablecloths 
. . . and a sign that announces 
CLOSED 3.30. Its tempting quiche 
dishes may well lure dieting 
office-workers during the lunch- 
hour; but vegetarians don’t cease 
to exist after dusk, a quick jog 
round the block and a cup of 
cocoa. 

It surely shouldn’t need to be 
said, but vegetarians do nor eat 
what others eat, with the meat 
and gravy removed. (Not if they 
can help it, anyway.) And that 
fact results in them, poor souls, 
being offered the world’s dullest 
cuisine by eating places that 
should know better. 

‘Certainly, madame, would you 
like an asparagus souffié? Or a 
nice cauliflower in a cheese-and- 
mushroom sauce? Or we could do 
you some fennel in a wine-and- 
cheese sauce, with selected vege- 
tables and a side salad?’ 

What music! And how rare to 
hear such on any waiter’s lips. 
How delightful to find a 
restaurateur prepared to offer an 
imaginative alternative to the 
perennial plate of the ‘set’ vege- 
tables—invariably overcooked, 
and virtually tasteless when 
divorced from the usual run-of- 
the-mill gravy. 

The more-usual response is a 
begrudging offer to ‘see if chef 
will do an omelette’. And this, 
when produced, is almost guaran- 
teed to be a rubbery, soul- 
destroying piece of pale yellow 
indifference, accompanied by an 
appallingly unimaginative salad. 
One day, soon, restaurant 
owners will wake up to the fact 
that it takes very little effort to 
include just one vegetarian dish 
as a standard part of their menus. 
Some already do, and haven't 
found their regulars driven away 
by a tidal wave of pot-smoking 
weirdos, bedecked with beads and 
carrying incense sticks. 
Vegetarians are normal people. 
Their only distinction is that they 
care deeply about life. How 
pleasant if there were more 
restaurateurs to care about them. 

JONATHAN HEWAT 


WORLD-WIDE 


Alfatter? 


FOR SUCH a big company, Alfa 
Romeo makes a_ remarkably 
limited range of cars—only two 
basic models, in effect: the small 
Alfasud and the mid-size Alfetta, 
plus its Giulietta derivative. 

But things are happening to 
change all that, and the Italian 
firm is readying a new V6 model 
for production that will take Alfa 
into competition with BMW, 
Mercedes-Benz, Volvo and others. 


Volvo’s directors must be starting 
to wonder if there’s something 
that even their best friends won’t 
tell them! First they tried-to take 
over Saab (‘merge with’ was the 
official phrase), Sweden’s only 
other car maker; the engagement 
ended when Saab directors 
objected. Then they did a deal 
with the Norwegian government 
under which they would get cash, 
and the right to some potentially 
valuable oil exploration licences, 
in return for giving Norway a 
40°, stake in Volvo and expanding 
its corporate interests in Norway. 
That particular marriage got as 
far as the church-gate before 
Volvo’s shareholders vetoed it. 
Now Volvo is wondering where 
to turn next for the finance needed 
to replace its ageing car range. 
Sweden’s own investors look the 
best bet, but if they don’t come up 
with the Kroner then you can 
expect Volvo eventually to drop 
out of the car market, concen- 
trating instead on trucks. 


Eager customers, it seems, are 
still willing to pay thousands of 
pounds over list-price to jump the 
two-year-plus waiting queues for 
a Rolls-Royce and many Mer- 
cedes-Benz models. But the 
premium market is not quite as 
good as it looks. 

In anticipation of ‘a premium 
situation’ developing, many 
optimistic investors placed orders 
early for the new Porsche 928, 
took delivery, then started adver- 
tising their cars at anything up to 
£5000 above the ‘list’ price. 

The result? A mini-glut of 928s 
on the exoticar market, with 
prices falling fast. 


Austria—the ‘forgotten land’ of 
industrial Europe—is hoping to 
become the site of a vast new car 
plant. The Austrians have been 
trying to get a car factory going 
for some time; they even con- 
sidered a state-run set-up. 


One unique policy 


covers all their leisure 


“My Leisureplan is better 
value:.. covers the caravan 
and much more” 


Think of a scheme that gives more cover 
than the old separate caravan policy - then 
covers all your other leisure activities as 
well. That’s Leisureplan! 


“Sports gear is worth a 
packet these days. Our 
Leisureplan covers it all’ 


Today’s sparetime interests — cycling, 
fishing, golf, riding, shooting etc — all in- 
volve expensive equipment. Add it all up 
and you'll see the sense in Leisureplan cover. 


gear, and more... 


Leisureplan 


at is a 


“Leisureplan covers me 
afloat too...any small 
craft, powered or sail” 
If you run a boat up to 17 ft long, or with a 
designed speed of up to 17 knots - 
Leisureplan will cover it. If your craft is big- 


ger or more powerful, ask for details of AA 
Sailsure. 


“Leisureplan leaves folk 
like us free to enjoy the 
great outdoors” 


At last, a scheme for open air enthusiasts! 

If that costly tent, sleeping bag etc gets lost 

or damaged, Leisureplan has it covered. 

Clothing and personal effects too. y, 


A 


AA Insurance have designed Leisureplan for every Drivereader with a range of open-air interests. 
Have you totalled up the value of all your sports and leisure gear lately? Try it — the result will Sa 


Snip off this 
coupon and post 

it in an unstamped 
envelope addressed to: 
AA Insurance Services 
Limited, FREEPOST, 
you want to insure, with any options you want to take up, like ‘new for old’ Newcastle upon Tyne 


: : NE99 2RP. 
replacement or added accidental death cover. Then one premium covers Vhs 
AA 


instantly set you thinking about insurance. Not the old-fashioned variety that concentrates on 
one proud possession, but something flexibly in line with today’s needs, to cover a// your 


interests from caravan to gardening gear. 


Leisureplan does precisely this. All you do is tell us the total value of the equipment 


Please send me folders on the 


everything against loss or damage, in the field or stored at home, while Insurance schemes | have ticked: 


you or your family are using it, even on a continental holiday. a oe 


A folder explains Leisureplan simply, with an equally simple Sailsure 
proposal form. Write for a copy, or call at your nearest AA Motor Insurance 
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office. Then relax and enjoy those weekends and 
holidays with Leisureplan behind you. 


Freepost for details 


THE Traffic Department of the Metropolitan Police is 60 years 
old. What! No cheers? No congratulations? 

Come along, now, be fair—if it weren’t for these magnificent men in 
their flying machines, the roads in and around the capital would be less 
safe, more frustrating for all of us. (Although we wouldn’t try to convince 
the man who’s just been stopped by a police ‘jam jar’ on the Westway.) 
To manage all this, though, the Old Bill has had to be thoroughly modern 
in his choice of transport. Here is a selection of London’s finest through 
the ages—can you remember being nabbed by any? 


i e.-* 
i sie es 


awe 


a Bean saloon—backbone of the squad from 1921-1926; b ‘He went thataway!’—and the. 1930 law gives chase in BSA 
8hp tricar; ¢ 1939—the Traffic Patrol goes to war in a Wolseley 14/60; d Ford Tudor saloon, complete with running- 
boards for 1933-style cops’n’robbers chases; e Daimler Dart—speedster-catcher of the 1960s: f the original Flying Squad 
with flyer—the Crossley tender, being fitted with aerial for air-to-ground observation of traffic at the 1923 Derby: g 1930 
and the ‘Sweeney’ had moved on to 4Hlitre Bentleys. 


THE ©~NEW 
Highway Code 
is just one year 
old—a 25p_ paper- 
back that every driver 
has read, at least in part. 
True, the revised version 
contains several new sections, 
which only drivers who passed 
thear tests in the last 12 months 
and current learners will—or, 
rather, should—know. Sadly, 
however, after that the crash- 
course questions-and-answers ses- 
sion on the Code that most L- 
drivers undergo during those 
frantic 24 hours before they take 
the test, the great majority rarely 
again refer to the ‘test book’. 

So how good is your knowledge 
of it? Try answering the following 
20 questions based on the Code— 
old and new. As a motorist you 
should know all the answers... 
but do you? 


1 Between what times is it illegal 
to sound your horn in a built- 
up area? 

a 11.30pm and 7am 
b sunset and sunrise 
¢ 12.30am and 6am 


2 Even when there are no road- 
signs, there are three statutory 
limits for single carriageway 
roads, dual carriageways and 
motorways. These are, respec- 
tively... ? 

a 50mph, 5Omph, 60mph 
b 60mph, 60mph, 70mph 
¢ 60mph, 7Omph, 7Omph 


3 The roadsign with a blue 
circle and 30 in white figures 
inside it means... ? 

aa maximum speed limit of 
30mph 

b a 30-ton weight limit 

¢ a 30mph minimum speed 
limit 


4 Your car has stalled on an 
automatic half-barrier level 
crossing. Your first action 
should be to: 

a phone the signalman 

b get everyone out of the car 

¢ run up the track to warn 
on-coming trains 


5 What does the Highway Code 
recommend as a safe follow- 
ing distance in normal driving 
conditions? 

a lft for each mph 
bone car length for each 

10mph 
c lyd for each mph 


6 What isacar’s overallstopping 
distance at 7Omph in normal 
road conditions and with good 
brakes? 

a 70ft 
b 240ft 
¢e 315ft 


7 Box junctions are designed to 
keep busy junctions free from 


traffic, and you must not enter — 


unless your exit road is free, 
except when . 
>a you wish to turn right 
b you wish to turn left 
c the traffic lights are green 


8 It is illegal to cross or straddle 
a double white line in one of 
the following ways... ? 
ato enter premises on the 

other side of the road 


bto pass a_ slow-moving 
vehicle — 

¢ to pass a broken down 
vehicle 


9 What markings on the road 
would you see at a junction 
at which you had to give way? 
a one broken line 
b one solid line 
¢ two broken lines 


10 Red-on-white countdown 
markers at the side of the road 
indicate... 
aa motorway 
approaching 
b your road is about to merge 
with a main highway 
¢ you are approaching a con- 
cealed level crossing 


ae, is 


11 Two yellow strips on the kerb 

mean...? 

a you must park your vehicle 
at least 2ft from the kerb 

b you may stop and load your 
vehicle not more than twice 
a day 

eno loading at any time 
during any working day 


12 You should flash your head- 


lamps only to. indicate 

when...? 

aanother driver may exit 
from a side road in front of 
you 

b an oncoming driver has left 
his lights on 


¢ signalling your presence to 
another driver 


13 If you break down and you 
have a_ reflective warning 
triangle, how far behind the 
obstructing vehicle should you 
place it on the road to warn 
following drivers? 

a 200yd 
b 50yd 
¢ 25yd 


14 How many different colours 
of cat’s-eyes are there on a 
motorway? 

a two—green and white 

b four—red, white, amber and 
green 

¢ three—red, blue and white 


| ous 


‘YOU NEVER KNOW... 
More than three out of every four 
motorists questioned on the Code 
by DRIVE didn’t know the law on 
parking after dark. Two out of 
three were wrong about the vari- 

colours of cat’s-eyes on 


motorways. More than two-thirds 
couldn’t identify a common road- 
sign, and more than half had no 
idea what the speed limits are... 
In our ‘straw poll’ at motorway 
service stations and city centres, 


we put 
motorists . 


seven questions to 
. to find that the 


15 ‘Long vehicle’ rear markings 
must be fitted to trucks longer 
than eas 
a 13 metres 
b 10 metres, 

c 19 metres 


16 If you see an obstacle on the 
motorway—say, an article 
that has dropped from a lorry - 
—you should...? 

a immediately pull on to the 
hard shoulder and, when the 
road is clear, remove it 


majority could answer only two— 
the regulations on double white 
lines and‘litter on motorways. But 
perhaps the most disturbing result 
of the poll was that only 40°% could 
give the correct following distance. 

One man who knew all the 
answers admitted afterwards that 
he was a driving instructor; two 
others, who refused point-blank 
to answer any questions, revealed 
themselves to be lorry drivers. 
And one showed his displeasure 
by tearing up the list of questions 
—heavy-duty clip-board included! 


b leave it to the police 
c drive to an emergency tele- 
phone and tell the police 


17 A roadsign with a bicycle 
inside a red circle means... ? 
a pedal cycles only 
b no cycling 
c beware of,eyelists 


18 Onan urbilii clea 
may . 


a stop es 
eel 
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b not stop at all during the 
times stated 

¢ stop for up to two minutes 
to set down and pick up 


19 What is the pelican-crossing 

light sequence for drivers? 

a green, amber, red, flashing 
amber, green 

b green, red and amber, flash- 
ing amber, green 

¢ green, flashing amber, red, 
amber, green 


20 Where may you park a car at 
night without lights? 
a anywhere as long as it isn’t 
on a bus route 
b where there is a speed limit 
of 30mph or less, and more 
than I5yd from a junction 
c where there are street lights, 
and within | Syd of ajunction 
Answers 
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CAR TESTS ) | 


Give an exciting, fun-handling small saloon a sexy new 
body . .. and you have a car that boy-racers want. Or do you? 


Alfasud Sprint 1.5. 


Price £4500 On the road £4549 


If you’re prepared to sell cars for 
£500 less than they cost you to 
build, you’re almost sure to finda 
market. Andif your name happens 
to be Alfa Romeo, you could have 
the kind of success that might 
ruin you. 

The Alfasud is the product of a 
factory that was built solely to 
provide jobs for southern Italians 
who weren’t prepared to commute 
north to Turin, and with true- 
Alfa mechanicals and bodywork 
by Giorgio Giugiaro (he’s every- 
where, isn’t he?), it’s as successful 
as sliced bread. So much so that 
Alfa, suspecting that there might 
be up-market buyers prepared to 
pay real money for more style, 
went back to Guigario, and 
hey presto!—put the Sprint on 
the blocks. DRIVE put it under 
starter’s orders. Ready? Steady? 


How it goes 
The Sprint’s unusual horizontally- 
opposed four-cylinder engine 
produces the same 85bhp as 
Volkswagen’s Scirocco, despite 
giving away 100cc to it, and after 
the phenomenal performance fig- 
ures that we recordéd in an 
Alfasud 1300ti last year, we were 
expecting great things. But our 
expectations didn’t materialise. 
Not only was the Sprint markedly 
slower than the Scirocco, it only 
just managed to better the figures 
of its small-engined cousin: 0-60 
mph improved by a meagre split- 
second to 12.2sec, and top speed 
up by just 3mph to 101 mph. It’sa 
testament to the lesser Sud how- 
ever, that these times still look 
very respectable compared to 
most 1500cc sports rivals. 

What isn’t reflected in mere stop- 
watch times is the engine’s delight- 
ful smoothness, spinning like a 
top with the tachometer needle 
tickling the 6500rpm limit. To- 
gether with a slick, close-ratio, 
five-speed gearbox, and exhaust 
sizzle that’s music to boy-racer 
ears, it makes the Sprint great fun 
to drive quickly. It also cruises in 
a smooth and civilised fashion 
that puts many straight-laced 
saloons to shame on the motor- 
way, but falters in low-speed town 
slogging: like its smaller-engined 
stablemates, the Sprinter simply 
isn’t cut out for this type of work. 

In terms of performance with 
economy, the Alfa cannot match 
the clever Scirocco; but with 
overall fuel consumption, over 
DRIVE’s 1000 testing miles, of 
314mpg the Sprint can claim to 
be the average child in the top 
class. 

Darting down country lanes or 
slogging round town, it demands 
a gallon of 4-star every 24 miles, 
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but the five well-chosen gear 
ratios eked-out the fuel to more 
than 30mpg in the rest of our fuel 
tests, including 7Omph motorway 
stretches. The 11 gal tank is easy to 
fill to the brim, so most owners 
should cover more than 300 miles 
between stops. 

DRIVE has long admired the 
Alfasud’s well-balanced handling 
and superb steering, and the 
latest car confirms its excellence. 
The Sprint darts down winding 
country lanes with verve and 
poise that few cars can emulate; 
the Firestone radials claw them- 
selves into the road up to seem- 
ingly ridiculous limits; and when 
the hairiest of drivers does at last 
force the nose of the car to run 
wide, the steering wheel all but 
speaks to him about the matter— 
lift off the throttle, and the nose 
comes tamely back into line. 
Enormous fun, extremely safe. 

The ride is . . . well, sporting: 
knobbly over poor surfaces at 
low speed, improving the faster 
one travels. It never attains glide- 
ride standards, but it is nonethe- 
less acceptable to drivers who are 
more interested in pace than grace 
—firmness is never allowed to 
interfere with the handling. 

Even gentle braking brings 
rather sharp, nose-dipping stops, 
but steadily increasing the pedal 
pressure produces an even, albeit 
steep, progression up to a good 
best-stop of 98°% for a reasonable 
60lb effort. Fade can be a problem 


IS Se 
HOW GOOD 
At-a-glance 


DRIVE’s verdict on the Alfasud 
Sprint, taking into consideration 
its rivals, its price and what kind 
of car it's meant to be 


Out of five 
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in arduous use, with pedal pres- 
sures rising steadily as the all- 
round discs heat up; but they are 
quick to recover. They don’t like 
a water soaking, either, taking 
six stops to dry out. 

The handbrake, though, is one 
of the best we have met, working 
alone in an emergency stop with 
more than half the efficiency of 
the footbrake, and holding the 
car rock-steady on a 1-in-3 test 
hill. 


Inside story 
Strange push-button door hand- 
les, and a steeply raked wind- 
screen and sunvisors on which, 
when down, tall occupants invari- 
ably bump their heads, hardly 
create a favourable impression 
on entering the Sprint. 

The doors open wide, and stay 
open much better against wind 
and gradient than the Sud sal- 
oon’s; but despite Alfa’s attempts 
to improve the seatbelt runs, they 
still pose foot-tangling problems 
for passengers climbing into and 
out of the rear seat. Once in, 
though, rear leg- and kneeroom 
is reasonable for a small sports 
coupé, even if headroom is 
limited. 

As with most Italian cars, the 
driver has also to come to terms 
with a long-arm/short-leg driving 
position. A rake-adjustable steer- 
ing column helps, but the only 
complete cure would be one that 
adjusts for reach, too. Broad- 
footed drivers won’t love the 
dainty, narrow inset pedal pads, 
eitheratix 

With the exception of facia- 
mounted rocker switches for 
hazard flashers, heated rear 
screen and panel-light dimmer, 
all minor controls are governed 
by two column stalks within con- 
venient finger-tip reach of the 
steering wheel. That on the left 
controls all lamps and indicators, 
the right operates the horn, wind- 
screen washers, two-speed wipers 
and—strangely—the heater blow- 
er. All instruments (large speedo- 
meter and tachometer, separated 
by an oil pressure gauge, water 
temperature gauge and a small 
bank of warning lamps) are clearly 
in view through the small, padded 
wheel. 

Standard Sud seats are plastic 
with cloth inserts, but Sprint 
buyers have the exclusive option 
of spending £70 on the velvet- 
look seat and door inserts that 
made our test car’s interior seem 
very luxurious. It did little, how- 
ever, for the lack of lumbar sup- 
port that made itself felt on longer 
journeys. Tall testers found seat- 
travel generous, but the pedal 
position left us all with aching 
calf muscles. 

All-round visibility is better than 
the shape suggests, but the screen 
pillars obstruct forward view on 
twisting lanes. 

The lid of the boot is unlocked 


ALFA ROMEO ALFASUD SPRINT 1 


Front engine: 1490cc/4cy!, OHC (belt); one 
Weber twin-venturi carb; 85bhp at 580O0rpr 
Front drive: 5 gears; 17.6mph/1000rpm 
Suspension: front—ind MacPherson struts, 
coil springs, anti-roll bar; rear—coil-sprung 
beam axle, Watts linkage, Panhard rod 
Steering: rack and pinion, 34 turns/ 

36$ft circle; 54) wheels, 165/70 SR 13 
radials 

Brakes: servoed discs all round 


Parts/repairs (inc VAT) 

clutch £48.40 (fitting 4.2hr) 
exhaust £61.30 (0.5hr) 
headlamp unit £11.80 (0.1 hr) 
front bumper £36.40 (0.5hr) 
laminated windscreen £59 (2.Ohr) 


oil filter and points £6.30 (O.9hr) 
major service 12,000 miles (4.5hr) 


peryear permile 
Running costs £726 6.05p 
Loss of value £364 3.03p 
Total depreciation £1089 9.07p 


Insurance group 6 


THE RIVALS CLOCK IN 


VW Scirocco GLS 


Ford Capri 2000S 
Honda Accord 3dr 


Triumph TR7 
Colt Celeste 1600GS 
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Acceleration through gears from rest (sec) 


Top-gear acceleration (sec) 
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FUEL MAXIMUM 
ON-ROAD CAPACITY OVERALL SPEED 
PRICE (£) _(CC) (MPG) (MPH) 


5110 1588 334 104 
4539 1993 304 109 
4015 1602 35 93 
4880 1998 283 108 
4249 1597 303 94 
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30—50MPH 
IN TOP BEST STOP 
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FUEL 4-star/97 octane min 
overall consumption 314mr 

ve tank range 315 s/10g 
Normal range of consumption 
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SAFETY CHECKS 


steering: energy war 
absorbing? Yes rr: well padded? No 
front sé =) Ww een: laminated? Yes 
doors: crashproof? Yes 
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rear belts: fitted? 


OVERALL MAXIMUM TYPICAL STEERING 
LENGTH LEGROOM LEGROOM - TURNS/ 
(FT/IN) FRONT (IN) CIRCLE (FT) 


12.9" 414 33 
14’ 4" 

13’ 6}" 

1304 

(aga 


| ; — EVERYMAN 


by a lever that British drivers will 
find is on the wrong side of the 
front passenger seat. Once open, 
it reveals a surprisingly large 
cavern, which is fortunate as the 
load area cannot be increased by 
folding the rear seats (as in the 
Scirocco). Luggage has to be 
lifted over a large and chip-prone 
sill . . . and the spare wheel lurks 
in a well under the carpeted boot 
floor, so that a holiday puncture 
means a lot of unloading. Valu- 
ables in the boot are hidden by a 
blind. Inside, oddments go into a 
small, non-lockable glovebox and 


two tiny trays onthe central tunnel. 


Heating is controlled by two 
levers: one for air-flow, the other 
for temperature. Unfortunately, 
our car arrived with the former 
disconnected. Adjustment of the 
footwell outlets brought a little 
warmth to the front footwells, 
but it was never enough for the 
cold weather of our test, nor was 
it what Alfa intended. And rear 
passengers just had to grin and 
stamp their feet. 

Two vents in the centre of the 


facia are of little help in demisting 
the windscreen edges, but fresh 
air only can be directed from 
vents at either end—if the driver 
doesn’t mind frozen fingers. In hot 
weather, fresh air can also be 
pushed through the centre vents, 
and it’s pleasant to be able to 
wind down the back door windows 
without causing a howling gale 
through the car. 

The Sprint’s contemporary des- 
ign has several safety features 
built in. We are not happy about 
the lack of roof padding, how- 
ever, especially around the front 
and rear screens, and the seatbelts 
are so inconvenient that it would 
take legislation to make many 
owners wear them. 


Living together 
During its relatively short life- 
span, the rust-reputation that the 
Alfasud has for itself earned can 
only be described as .. . well, 
rotten. Apart from some nasty 
looking mudtraps under the front 
wheelarches, the standard of 
underbody protection and quality 


of paintwork has always appeared 
good, yet still the cars rust. 

Last year, Alfa announced new 
measures to combat its tarnished 
image, including the galvanising 
of corrosion danger-spots and 
pumping oil and wax into box 
sections. Of this last claim, how- 
ever our test car showed no signs. 

Wet days cover the flanks of the 
Sprint in road filth, which works 
its way into door recesses and 
rubs off on people. Thankfully, 
the outside of the car is easy to 
wash. But the interior is awkward 
to clean, particularly the carpets, 
and the test-car’s velvet uphol- 
stery held on to hair and dust 
determinedly. 

Home mechanics will find most 
routine maintenance and service 
items well placed, and the helpful 
handbook and small set of tools 
will encourage him, too. On the 
other hand, if the car is main- 
tained by an Alfa dealer, certain 
service parts—plugs, points, oil 
filter, for example—are supplied 
free of charge for 24000 miles, so 
there’s little to be saved by getting 
your hands dirty. It is part of what 
Alfa calls its ‘Red Carpet’ treat- 
ment, (You don’t have to pay 
extra for delivery or number- 
plates, either.) 

The Sprint is rated a Group 6 
risk—about average for a |OOmph 
sports car—and it’s depreciation 
is no better than average. 


Verdict 

Like most of the subsidised Suds, 
Alfa’s little Sprint is undoubted 
value for money . . . only less so. 
It has to be said that buyers with 
less of an eye for streamlining can 
have similar engineering, and 
performance, for £900 less in an 
Alfasud 1500ti. 

And that performance? Great, if 
you’re given to flogging around 
twisting country lanes; the Sprint 
is fun yet civilised. In straight- 
line dashes, however, we were 
disappointed with its acceleration 
if not its refinement, and we’d 
welcome a little more versatility 
for around-town jogging, too. 

And yet—well, a Sud is always 
tempting. If only its rustworthiness 
matched its roadworthiness, per- 
haps even our cynics might lay 
£4500 on the line. 


All measurements in inches 


=~ kerbweight 19cwt 
overall length 13ft 23in 
overall width 5ft 34in 
overall height 4ft 34in 


Meet the Alfasud’s German rival on page 20—VW’s Scirocco GLS 


Fred Pocock, a 50-year-old build- 
ing consultant from N London, was 
the new boy in our panel of amateur 
testers for this issue. Fred’s own 
car is a Ford Granada estate with 
an automatic gearbox. ‘I like space 
and comfort in my old age,’ he told 
us, ‘and I am always carrying 
building gear, so a big auto estate 
makes sense for me.’ 

Fred joined Everyman-panel regu- 
lars Denise Bewsy, a 21-year-old 
office manager from St Albans, 
Herts, who runs a much-loved (and 
battered) Ford Cortina 1600GT, 
and Andew Perry, a 34-year-old 
antiques dealer from Knaphill, 
Surrey, who drives a Peugeot 504 
estate. 

Our Italian v German showdown 
faced all three amateurs with a 
difficult decision. After half a day 
behind the wheel of each, the two 
men fell for Alfa’s beauty, while 
our lady driver opted for Volks- 
wagen’s sports-hatch. 

‘I was disappointed,’ said Denise. 
‘I had trouble with the Alfasud’s 
off-set pedals—I kept pushing the 
wheelarch in mistake for the 
accelerator—and the gear shift’s 
spring-loading was too strong for 
me, so I went into fourth instead of 
second and third instead of fifth! In 
other respects the car seemed to 
ooze perfection.’ 

‘It’s the Alfa for me,’ said Fred 
Pocock. ‘It’s comfortable, with all 
the major controls to hand on 
column stalks—though they do 
take time to get to know. I admit 
that the pedals are too close 
together—in fact, if I had to make 
an emergency stop using the clutch 
and brake, my feet would collide.’ 

Andrew Perry turned his atten- 
tion to details: ‘I liked the lights 
that warn following drivers that 
the doors are open, but Alfa ought 
to do something about the mud that 
gets thrown up inside the doors... 
I found that driving vision was 
better than in the Scirocco, but my 
feet felt as though they belonged to 
someone else.’ 

DRIVE professional tester Bob 
Oxford comments: ‘I wasn’t sur- 
prised that the amateur drivers had 
trouble with the Alfa’s deliberately 
offset pedals. They’re designed that 
way to facilitate heel-and-toe driv- 
ing, a technique that’s a mystery 
to many car owners...” 
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On a business trip or a holiday, it’s the unexpected that you need to y 
worry about. And this is precisely why AA Travelsure is such a good fei 

idea for peace of mind. ey 
Suppose you lose personal luggage, cash or travellers’ cheques. It’s so/ ] 
easy, but Travelsure covers you up to generous limits. 
Or perhaps accident or illness lets you in for hefty medical expenses, [#4 
plus extra hotel and travel costs. In ‘79 Travelsure will pay up to £5000 
for each person insured, and see you safely home. It even gives youa \ 
unique 24 hour AA Emergency Medical Service number to ring for 
expert advice on local medical facilities etc. 

Or suppose you have to cancel the trip, or cut it short because of serious 
illness of yourself, a relative or business colleague, fire at work, a strike 
or jury service. Then Travelsure will cover any fares and hotel bills you 
find yourself liable for. And remember, you need this cover as soon as 
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CAR TESTS. 


As the Beetle era crawled to a close, VW needed a flagship 
for its new front-wheel-drive range. Enter the Scirocco... 


Price £4995 On the road £5110 


The idea was just foo good: turn 

Italian whizz-kid car stylist 
Giugiaro loose on a humble 
Volkswagen Golf, ask leading 
German coachbuilder Karmann 
to put the ideas together, and see 
how many people will pay cash 
for flash. 

But Volkswagen miscalculated, 
and instead of being a low- 
volume, prestige sports car the 
Scirocco was destined to sell in 
Germany .. . well, if not quite 
like the Beetle, then beyond the 
wildest dreams of its maker. 

In Britain, however, the original 
idea still holds good, and to 
underline its exclusivity the 
Scirocco is available only in 
expensive GLS trim with a 1600cc 
engine. Has Volkswagen 
succeeded in turning Golf into 
wolf in one easy move... or is 
it just a sport for older gentlemen. 


How it goes 

The Scirocco’s Audi-inspired 
1588cc engine is specially tuned 
to produce a cracking 85bhp, and, 
as in all modern VWs, it drives the 
front wheels. DRIVE’s_ testers 
marvelled at the way the car 
would accelerate from below 
20mph in fourth gear all the way 
up to a test-track top speed of 
104mph without missing a beat. 

Despite Arctic weather condi- 
tions during testing, the car 
always started promptly on the 
automatic choke, and ran without 
a hiccup from the word go: Volks- 
wagen obviously has put time into 
sorting out the  cold-running 
niggles that we remember from 
early examples. 

Miserly fuel consumption is a 
major plus for the Scirocco 
owner, and our 1000 testing miles 
showed an overall 333mpg— 
which tops the figure of such 
workaday transport as, say, a 
Ford Popular. And the VW diet 
of 2-star petrol gives it even more 
of an economy advantage. 

It’s a fact that, so far, nothing 
on four wheels can approach the 
Scirocco’s superb blend of 
economy and performance. And 
it isn’t just a sprinter, by any 
means, with long legs and a tank 
that allows a 270-mile jog between 
fill-ups, and oil consumption that 
is too small to be measured even 
over DRIVE’s lengthy test pro- 
gramme. 

For drivers prepared to make 
full use of the free-revving engine, 
the rewards can come quickly. On 
our test track straights, alongside 
an Alfasud Sprint 1.5, it showed 
the Alfa to be a distinctly second- 
rate flyer and we even 
managed to lop half a second off 
Volkswagen’s claimed 0—60mph 
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time for its own product! The 
wheel-screeching technique is to 
drop the clutch at 4000rpm and 
proceed to gear changes at the 
6300rpm mark. (There’s nothing 
to be gained by going 400rpm on 
into the tachometer’s red zone, 
and for the imprudent there’s an 
ignition cut-out at 7000rpm.) Like 
many sports cars, the Scirocco 
does benefit from the occasional 
‘burn-up’, to avoid fouled plugs. 

The even flow of power in top 
gear is impressive, and overtakers 
who are too lazy to drop a cog 
should find a top-gear 30~SOmph 
time of 9sec enough for most 
drivers’ needs. 

The gear shift is light and posi- 
tive, apart from mild baulking at 
third and fourth now and again. 
It is a pleasure to use it to make 
the engine work hard on cross- 
country dashes, and, happily, the 
gearbox seems to thrive on such 
treatment. A light, smooth clutch 
allows demure ambling through 
town traffic, but is man enough to 
cope with a 1-in-3 hill. 

One considerate tester com- 
plained that the © accelerator 
pedal’s height forced him to move 
his seat back an extra notch, 
making rear-seat space even more 
cramped. (Other testers suspected 
that he was more disappointed to 
find both accelerator and brake 
pedals unsuitable for heel-and- 
toe gear changes. 

As befits a thoroughbred, the 
Scirocco’s ride is firmer than the 
LES SAREE IRIS ESL 


HOW GOOD 
At-a-glance 


DRIVE's verdict on the Scirocco 
GLS, taking into consideration its 
rivals, its price and what kind of 
car it's meant to be 


Out of five 
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Golf's, but it is still good: it takes 


a large pothole to jolt occupants. 
Suspension-wise, the novel trail- 
ing-arm system at the rear is quite 
a step..forward over the more 
commonplace ‘dead’ axle, and a 
transverse torsion bar at the front 
does a first-rate job of controlling 
roll. Together, they produce a 
ride-and-handling combination 
second to that of no coupé on the 
market; comfort and driveability 
have been allied with enormous 
skill. 

The sad bit remains the steering: 
along with the rest of the modern 
VW family, the Scirocco has a 
self-stabilising system that 
guarantees straight-line braking 
on ice or even with a front-wheel 
blowout. It’s all most laudable, 
but the price paid is lack of 
steering ‘feel’, and that’s particu- 
larly unwelcome in a car with 
sporting pretensions. 

Having said that, roadholding 
is tenacious, with the car going 
exactly where it is pointed. It 
may not go round corners as 
magically as an Alfasud Sprint, 
but it won’t be left behind. 

At the limits, the nose will run 
wide, just like a Mini’s. But the 
usual solution of cutting the 
throttle can have traumatic results 
on a wet road: the tail can come 
round with determination. DRIVE’s 
professionals discovered, how- 
ever, *that lowering the recom- 
mended front-tyre pressures by 
3psi produces a Scirocco that is 
altogether safer and less dramatic. 
Brakes fail to inspire much con- 
fidence on Volkswagen’s first 
lady, producing an ultimate crash- 
stop -at a disappointing 92% 


efficiency for a lightish pedal 


pressure of 50lb. Heavy-footed 
drivers will find it all too easy to 
lock the wheels and slide. Under 
repeated hammering, the brakes 
also suffer from fade, but are 
immune from water. 


Inside story 

Front-seat comfort in the 
Scirocco can be taken for granted, 
and one of our tallest testers 
regarded the driving position as 
the best he had encountered. The 
firm support is a tonic to back- 
pain sufferers. 

The GLS pack includes a centre 
console housing an oil tempera- 
ture gauge alongside an accurate 
quartz clock. The _ brushed- 
aluminium facia accommodates 
the usual dials plus an essential 
tachometer, a temperature gauge 
and a trip recorder, plus all the 
warning lights a driver could ever 
wish for. Instrument lighting can 
be dimmed by a rheostat switch 
next to the headlamp rocker- 
switch, and other rockers control 
hazard-warning flashers and the 
heated rear screen. Volkswagen 
seems to have taken note of 
DRIVE’s moans on the Golf test, 
and has re-angled the screen 
heater’s telltale light. Sadly, our 


VW SCIROCCO GLS 


Front engine: 1588cc/4cyl, OHC (belt); one 
twin-venturi carb; 85bhp at 5600rpm 
Front drive: 4 gears; 17.5mph/1000rpm 
Suspension: front—ind MacPherson 
struts, coil springs; rear—torsion beam 
axle, trailing links, coil springs 

Steering: rack and pinion, 34 turns/ 

323ft circle; 5J alloy wheels, 

175/70SR 13 radials 

Brakes: servoed discs front/drums rear 


Parts/repairs (inc VAT) 

clutch £37.94 (fitting 44hr) 

exhaust £46.33 (2.2hr) 

headlamp unit (no bulb) £14.73 (O.3hr) 
front bumper £43.16 (0.4hr) 


laminated windscreen £149.36 (O.7hr) 


oil filter and points £4.38 (0.55hr) 
major service 10,000 miles (2hr) 


peryear permile 
Running costs £662 5.52p 
Loss of value £126 1.05p 
Total depreciation £1100 9.176 


Insurance group 6 


THE RIVALS CLOCK IN 


BMW 316 


Ford Capri 2000S 
Honda Accord 3-door 


Triumph TR7 i 
Colt Celeste 1600GS 


PERFORMANCE BRAKES—pedal pressures and responses FUEL 2-star/91 octane min 
90 Mian brakb 30% overall consumption 332mpg 
3.3 5.2 7.3 10.6 14.4 go | Maximum) gradient Best stop 92% effective tank range 270 miles/8gal 
Tin Normal range of consumption 
70 short journey, suburban 274m 
30 0 50 60 70 hard driving, heawy traffic 28m 
Acceleration through gears from rest (sec) 60 motorway—/7Omph cruisin 32im 
mixed roads—brisk, 5Omph cruising 345m 
50 quiet rural—4Omph cruising 4impg 
Consumption at steady speeds 
We 30mph 562mpg 
56mph 4impg 
7Omph 324mpg 
30 max mph 173mpg 
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: absorbing? Yes interior: well padded? No 
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9g arcengine speed within central zone—above, too heavy, below, too light) mounts? Yes doors:crashproof? Yes 
used ae Fade test pedal pressure needed for 75% stop head restraint? Yes childproof? Yes 
Mek Sep 595 rites (ideal car would show no variation) front belts: effective? Yes petrol: spillproof? Yes 
standing 4 mile 4Olb at start; 401b in constant use; 60lb in severe use convenient? No _ brakes: failsafe? Yes 
17-8ee0 Watersplash immediate recovery rear belts: fitted? No load sensitive? No 
FUEL MAXIMUM 30—50MPH 5 OVERALL MAXIMUM TYPICAL STEERING 
ON-ROAD CAPACITY OVERALL SPEED O-—60MPH IN TOP BEST STOP LENGTH LEGROOM LEGROOM - TURNS/ 
PRICE (£) (CC) (MPG) (MPH) (SEC) SEC) (% g/Ib) (FT/IN) FRONT (IN) REAR (IN) CIRCLE (FT) 
_ 4849 1573 274 101 12.9 ts 100/55 14’ 3i” 403 394 4/314 
/ 4539 1993 301 109 LES 916 100/55 14’ 4i” 41 36 33/343 
4015 1602 Bo 93 14.00 9.8 88/40 13’ 64” 41 363 34/334 
4880 1998 283 108 10.2 74 100/60 TeL Ae 42 O 33/294 
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road-tester found § it 


shortest 
obscured by the wheel rim... 


Two. stalks on the steering 
column control minor functions: 
on the left are the indicators and 
dipswitch: on the right is the 
wash-wipe—two-speed plus inter- 
mittent settings for a single wiper 
blade that looks very smart but 
leaves ‘blind’ triangles on the top 
corners of the screen. Pushing the 
righthand stalk away from you 
gives the rear screen a wash and 
a few wipes—it won't operate con- 
tinuously, but good aerodynamics 
make you wonder if it is needed 
at all. Perhaps VW should have 
saved the money and spent it on 
a standard, high-quality radio. 

Harsh, rasping noises intrude 


into the passenger cabin at 
45—SOmph—incongruous in an 
obviously well-made car—and, as 


if to remind British drivers of the 
motorway speed limit, rumblings 
build up at 75mph. Only the 
Italians, it seems, have mastered 
the art of giving noise a sporting 
appeal. 

The back seat is strictly for 
children and diminutive adults: 
the Scirocco owner has to put up 
with a lot less space for people 
and luggage than a Golf man, and 
he loses two doors as well. Climb- 
ing in and out of the back is ajob 
for a gymnast, and the front seat- 
belts seem designed to make life 
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harder for rear-seat 
passengers. 

There is a reasonable amount of 
oddments stowage, and a useful 
load space with the rear seatback 
folded forward. Security-con- 
scious carriers will be pleased that 
the rear shelf can be left in place 
to hide luggage. A minor irritation 
is that, with the boot lid open, the 
boot-space courtesy light glows 
continuously, day or night. 

Heater and ventilation controls 
now light up for night identifica- 
tion; there’s a three-speed fan to 
help move the temperature 
around, but vents that blow air 
on to the driver’s right hand, 
rather than his face, do nothing 
to avoid that stuffed-up feeling. 

The Scirocco does not score 
enough safety marks for DRIVE’s 
testers to give it a totally clean 
bill of health—more interior pad- 
ding would not come amiss, for 
instance, and we were amazed to 
read in the brochure that a lami- 
nated screen is a factory-fitted 
option (a replacement costs a 
staggering £138 plus VAT). 


less-agile 


Living together 

If all car makers followed Volks- 
wagen’s lead, rustproofing firms 
would struggle to make a living. 
Our experts, impressed by the 
Scirocco’s evenly applied, flexible 
pve underbody coating, had to 


admit that nothing else was 
needed—praise, indeed. Box 
sections, however, are given a 
wax treatment that will need 
patching up over the years and, 
in fact, Volkswagen recommends 
a twice-yearly dealer check. Sills 
and flanks catch a lot of road dirt, 
so mudflaps may be worth adding. 
The handbook positively dis- 
courages DIY attempts at even 
routine maintenance. It is a pity, 
for although the underbonnet 
scene is untidy most jobs are in 
fact easy. The only topping-up job 
that presents a problem is . . . the 


petrol tank. It’s reluctant to take 


the last two gallons, and spurts 
and spits at determined fillers. 
Outside and inside, the car is 
easy to clean, apart from the all- 
too-common fixed carpets: you 
have to take the cleaner to the 
carpets rather than the converse. 
Leaping showroom prices have 
kept secondhand values high, so 
that, while the Scirocco loses 
money more slowly than an Alfa- 
sud Sprint, the cost of buying a 
replacement new model gives the 
Italian an economy advantage—if 
only by a whisker. Insurance is an 
expensive group 6 risk, which is a 
reflection of the car’s potential in 
performance and parts prices. 


Verdict 
There is always a healthy market 
among motorists eager to buy 
mutton dressed as wolf—as Ford 
proved when it turned the Cortina 
into the Capri. VW’s Golf-into- 
Scirocco trick can perhaps be 
viewed with less cynicism: it is 
short of space in the back, and the 
token hatch and folding rear seat 
go only part of the way to solving 
the lack of luggage-room; but there 
is no doubt that the keen driver can 
find sheer enjoyment in a Scirocco. 
It has to be said, though, that 
a standard-tune 1.5litre Golf has 
almost the same power to hold 
off the pretty Alfasud Sprint, and 
the same 2-star petrol economy 
to turn Alfa-owners green with 
envy. And with a fuel-injected Golf 
just over the horizon, it surely can- 
not be sensible to pay all that 
money for the Scirocco’s shape 
and Hobson’s Choice of GLS trim. 
But if you aren’t interested in 
sense... well, we’/l be jealous. 


All measurements in inches 


kerbweight 153cwt 
overall length 12ft 9in 
overall width 5ft 4in 
overall height 4ft 3in 


Fred Pocock was the least 
impressed of our readers’ panel 
with the VW: ‘I didn’t find it as 
exciting to drive as the Alfasud 
Sprint. But really I’m a plodding 
type of driver, and I was far more 
comfortable in the Alfa. I couldn’t 
fit my family in the Scirocco, as 
there’s simply no kneeroom in the 
back. The front seats are good, 
however, and I liked the controls— 
especially the single wiper blade. 
The gear change is pleasant, 
though I would have preferred a 
fifth gear. When I first looked 
under the bonnet, I thought the 
engine seemed complicated, but 
closer inspection changed my mind.’- 

‘I was surprised when I bumped 
my head getting into the back seat,’ 
said Denise Bewsy—‘I’d been 
thinking that the Scirocco was 
totally perfect. I felt happy in it 
immediately, and was able to chat 
without worrying about driving an 
unfamiliar car. The gearbox is 
quite superb, and the car cruises 
effortlessly—in fact, I’m stuck for 
words to praise its performance. I 
liked the single windscreen wiper 
as it gives such a wide view, but 
the heater is perhaps a bit too 
efficient—it makes the car feel like 
a Turkish bath!” 

‘I can’t agree with Denise,’ said 
Andrew Perry. ‘I couldn’t get into 
the Scirocco and drive off straight 
away as it took me quite a time to 
get comfortable. It’s like a glove— 
slide into it and then wriggle 
around; though there’s enough 
gadgetry such as the adjustable 
thigh support to help get the driving 
position right. I didn’t like the 
single wiper as, although it does 
clear the screen well, it had a 
hypnotic effect on me, but I was 
impressed by the remote control 
for the door mirror. The Scirocco 
certainly gave me more of a sports- 
car feel than the Sprint, and I 
enjoyed driving it, but I felt happier 
in the Sprint.’ 

DRIVE tester Bob Oxford com- 
ments: ‘Fred may have wanted a 
fifth gear, but I doubt that the 
Scirocco needs it. Fourth-gear ratio 
in the VW is virtually identical to 
the Alfa’s fifth—and the German 
is both faster and more economical 
than its Italian rival. Perhaps 
sporty cars take more time to— 
master than we could give our 
amateur drivers.’ 


— ee 


MONEY 
Travellin’ 


3 I TAKE the bare minimum of 
a foreign currency when I go 


abroad these days—just enough 


* i of to get by on the first day or two, 
4 rs | f until the banks are open. Instead, 
4 td I rely heavily on credit cards and 


my chequebook, which, backed 
by a Euro Cheque card, enables 
me to cash up to £100 a day at 
banks in most parts of Europe. 

This means I am no longer 
tempted to cash _ traveller’s 
cheques in hotels, shops. or 
restaurants, which usually give 
a poor exchange rate. And I’ve 
found that ordinary cheques 
cashed abroad, especially in 
sleepy village banks, may not 
roll home until months after I 
do, and that credit-card bills 
often straggle back even later. 

I still take some traveller’s 
cheques for places where there 
aren't friendly ‘EC’ (Euro Cheque) 
or credit card signs. In the years 
when the pound was for ever 
sliding, the shrewd took German 
marks or Swiss franc traveller’s 
cheques to the Continent, US 
dollar ones elsewhere. In recent 
years, with the dollar weakening, 
this hasn’t been such a good idea. 
But by taking traveller’s cheques 
in the currency of the country you 
are visiting, you save the commis- 
sion that banks abroad charge. 

Some countries’ foreign- 
currency travel cheques are not 
a good idea because, if lost or 
stolen, it can take anything from 
a month to a year to recover your 
money—and then only if no one 
has forged your signature and 
cashed them. Where it’s safe to 
take cheques in the currencies of 
countries you're visiting, there’s 
the comfort of always knowing 

| exactly how much cash you have 

in the money that counts. You 

1 also. protect yourself against 

! sudden upheavals in exchange 

I rates due to industrial or political 

crises at home. 

i To me, this is far more import- 

ant than trying to be a currency 

I speculator. In any case, we are 
LACES IE OF aA SR, PEST eh not allowed to buy foreign notes 
Enter AA membership number below, or write ‘non-member i or cheques more than four weeks 

I 

I 

| 

I 

1 

I 

I 

! 

I 
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I 


GET a lift from TRAIL—sister-magazine to DRIVE that gets you 
out and about in summertime Britain . . . and Europe, too. 
TRAIL is for everyone who loves the Great Outdoors— 
campers, caravanners, backpackers, or just plain walkers. It’s 
for everyone who likes a breath of fresh air, and it’ll come 
through your letterbox six times a year, throughout the year, , 
if you send us the coupon below. Give TRAIL the thumbs- 
up, and have summer on your doormat every two months 


7 
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| Make sure of getting TRAIL by post 
Fill in this coupon for a year’s subscription—SI|X issues for £2.95 


NB You don't have to cut out this coupon, and if you don't, please print a// the same details 
in the same order on a plain sheet of paper or postcard 
Do not use this form for subscription renewal: you will receive a separate invitation 


Name 
(BLOCK CAPITALS, PLEASE) 
Address 


* 


before we go abroad, and any we 
have left coming home must be 
changed back within four weeks. 
This is under Exchange Control 
rules designed to stem specula- 
tion against sterling by hoarding 
foreign currency . . . not that 
Send in an unstamped envelope to: they have ever done the pound 
DRIVE Directory, FREEPOST, Basingstoke, Hants RG21 2EA D57 much good over the years! 

Fe ee a OS ie ey ROBERT HEAD 


| want to subscribe to TRRAIL. | enclose my remittance 
for £2.95/Please invoice me for £2.95 (delete whichever is inapplicable) 


You need send no money now 


Signature. eS ee 
| am more than 18 years old 


por re ee ee 
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AA members 


Whatever you're thinking of buying that’s going to cost 
£200 or more you'll find it better to buy now with the help of an 
AA Members Loan. 

* You can buy now, at today’s prices. These days waiting 
while you save isn’t prudent any more. It simply means having to 
pay a new, higher price...if your savings run to it. 

* You can shop around with all the advantages of paying cash. 

* You spread the cost by monthly instalments. 

* Your instalments are lower than most other finance plans 
because you enjoy a special reduced rate of interest arranged 
exclusively for AA members. 

Save time by using the form opposite to apply for your loan 
now. We promise you a speedy answer. 


How much? How long? The minimum initial loan is £200 
and usually repayment can be spread over periods up to five years 
and even longer for more costly home improvements. 

All loans are subject to compliance with government 
controls; for example, the maximum loan on a motor car is two 
thirds of the cost and the longest payment period is 24 months. 

‘Apply now. Below are tables at the current rate of interest 
which will help you decide on the loan which suits you best. 
Complete the application form opposite and post it to 
Mercantile Credit, FREEPOST, P.O. Box No. 75, London WC2B 5XA 
...no stamp is needed. As soon as your loan is approved you will 
receive a personal cheque in a few days. 


AA MEMBERS’ LOAN MONTHLY REPAYMENT TABLES 
Interest on amount of loan: 1-2 years—11.5% flat foreach12 months 3-5 years—12% flat for each 12 months. 


12 Months 


p 
246-00 
369-12 
492-00 
615-42 
738-00 
861-12 
984-00 

1,107-12 

1,230-00 


222°96 
334-56 
446-04 
SS: 752 
669-00 
780-48 
891-96 
1,003-56 
1,115:04 


48 Months 


_ 24 Months 36 Months 60 Months 
True interest 22.5% p.a. | Trueinterest 22.5% p.a. True interest 23% p.a. True interest 22% p.a. True interest 21.5% p.a. 
Total Mthly. Total Mthly. Mthly. Total Mthly. Total 
Repayable | Interest} Pay. | Repayabie| Interest | Pay. |Repayable| Interest | Pay. | Repayable| Interest| Pay. | Repayable| Interest 
b c a b b c a b c a b 
|e Ep ff fp fp je Fa) ase 9) ; aap 2) : Samy a) £ farop 


p 


To apply for your AA Members Loan complete this form and post to 
Mercantile Credit, FREEPOST, P.O. Box No. 75, London WC2B 5XA. 


For office use only 
DEPT. SERIAL NO. CHECK DIGIT 


First Names 


occ.code [| 


Name (Mr/Miss/Mrs) 


Postcode 
How long at your present address years Do you have present or previous transaction with the Mercantile Credit group? 
If so please state account number. 
Tel.no. 
*Owner/Tenant *House/Flat/Rooms/Living with parents Purpose of new loan (give details) 
Are youin goodhealth? YES/NO *Married/Single *Delete as applicable 
Date of Birth 
Number of dependent children Total cost of goods or service £ 
Profession or trade Amount of cash required now £ 
Repayment period required months 
Name of employer AA Membership No. 
Average net monthly take-home pay (i.e. after deduction of 
: Income Tax, N.H.I. Contributions etc.) £ monthly 
Business Address 
Please submit your latest P60 or other annual advice or atleast two monthly/ 
weekly pay slips. 
How long in their employ? ; Any other income £ monthly 
Bankers (Give details) 
Bankers’ address (in full) 
Mortgage payments/Rent = monthly 
Do you have a Barclaycard? YES/NO Total of current hire purchase and credit 
payments x monthly 
Any other regular payments “e monthly 
(Give details) 
|/We submit this proposal to you for a loan of £ and I/we warrant the accuracy of the replies. You may make all enquiries necessary to enable you 


to consider this application and from time to time disclose to the National Credit Register details in respect of this transaction excluding any information relating to 

income. If you need to clarify any information, in the application form, or obtain my agreement to the amendment of any documents, please regard this as a formal 

request to visit me at my home. It is understood that you reserve the right to decline this application without stating a reason. Membership of the Automobile Association 
or a previous or current account with Mercantile Credit do not of themselves ensure acceptance. 579 


SIGNATURE 


HE DAY she collected her new 

Volvo 244DL from a local 
garage, 26-year-old Sheila Platt 
opened a bottle of champagne to 
celebrate. Only she didn’t have 
to provide the bottle; it came 
with the compliments of Romans, 
the Volvo dealers of Guildford, 
Surrey. They also sent her on her 
way with a full tank of petrol, the 
cost of which they didn’t meanly 
add to her £5317 bill for the 
2litre, four-door saloon. 

Sheila is without doubt the least- 
average of the eight  reader- 
motorists who have so far joined 
DRIVE’s Long Term Test Club. 
For one thing, she is a facial sur- 
geon, and, despite her youth, has 
the distinction of holding a 
registrars appointment at a 
Surrey hospital. She is also a 
qualified pilot—a fact that, she 


Why a Volvo Is a 
girl’s" 
best friend 


claims, has encouraged her to 
take more than a passing interest 
in what car parts are called and 
what they are supposed to do. 

‘I haven’t the faintest idea how 
to put things right,’ she admits, 
‘but at least I have the interest to 
sit down and study the owner’s 
handbook. The Volvo’s is very 
clear—one of its comforting 
features. I see that it has space for 
a service history up to 120,000 
miles: Volvo obviously expect its 
cars to go on for quite a while!’ 

There were, of course, more 
practical reasons why Sheila pre- 
ferred a large, heavy car rather 
than something more snazzy and 
lightweight. The most important 
was that she had already enjoyed 
three years and 59,000 miles of 


virtually trouble-free motoring in 
her first Volvo 244DL. (She 
exchanged a Fiat 128 for it in 
October 1975.) She is also very 
safety-conscious, as befits a doc- 
tor who repairs facial injuries. 

‘I only feel really safe in large 
cars, she says. ‘I do about 
15,000 miles a year, much of it 
fast on motorways because I 
drive up to Lancashire several 
times a year to visit my family in 
Bolton. It’s cruising comfort that 
I demand from my car.’ 

Volvos have been in the Platt 
family for a long while. Sheila’s 
father owned one for 12 years, 
‘so I suppose it was natural for me 
to carry on the family tradition.’ 
When she did try to break with 
tradition, before buying her new 
244DL, she was told by a Ford 
dealer that the Cortina she 


wanted wouldn’t be available for 
several months, and would by 
then cost 84°, more. 

At Romans, she was given a 
warm welcome. The salesman 
offered to take a car to her home 
for her to test-drive, and insisted 
on keeping hers for two days 
after it arrived at the showrooms 
‘so that it could be brought up to 
the dealership’s high _ pre- 
delivery inspection standards’. 

It proved to be no idle boast: 
when Sheila took her brand-new 
car to the AA’s Technical Ser- 
vices headquarters, after its first 
280 miles, engineer Bernard 
Tasker confirmed that Romans 
had done a good job. 

His main criticism was that the 
driver's door didn’t hang properly 
—a point Sheila had noticed as 
soon as she drove the car. And 
an endoscope examination of the 
bodywork revealed small areas 
of rust behind the rear wings that 
had not been corrosion-treated, 
and that some of the inner faces 
of the doors had been only scan- 
tily rust-proofed. Underbody rust- 
proofing protection was marred 
by being too generously applied 
over the exhaust—the cause of a 
particularly nasty smell when the 
pipe was hot. 

Tasker also noted that the rear- 
screen rubber surround had excess 
sealant at the edges and needed 
trimming, and that some bright- 
work trim was insecure. Other- 
wise, body paint condition was 
very good, without blemishes. 

Clutch and gearbox,  trans- 
mission and brakes were all 
functioning properly; but the 
AA’s man criticised the idling 
speed, which ranged from 800 to 
1200rpm, and observed that 
when the engine was hot it was 
difficult to restart. In addition, 
all the tyre pressures were in- 
correct, and there was slight 
steering bias to the left, as well 
as slight excess play on the near- 
side front wheel bearing. Another 
small fault was a windscreen 
wiper blade that fouled the top 
screen rail. 

Praising the general standard of 
preparation, Bernard Tasker sent 
Sheila Platt on her way in the 
knowledge that none of the faults 
needed urgent attention. So minor 
were they, in fact, that she forgot 
to mention several when she took 
the car in for its first service. 

Nonetheless, when Sheila re- 
turned to the AA’s workshop 
with the car having covered 1100 
miles, Tasker was able to report 
that the idling speed and perfor- 
mance was now correct. The 
steering play had also been 


-adjusted, but there was now a 


slight steering bias to the right. 

‘I really am very happy with the 
car, Sheila said after reading the 
AA’s second report. ‘It’s a dis- 
tinct improvement on my first 
Volvo, and I’m looking forward 
to’ driving it for at least three 
years.” ROLAND WEISZ 


sia Nees Hess for economy. and 
reliability, a year ago, took 
Peter and Jackie Murray to their 
local BL dealer where a dissected 
Austin Allegro, displayed in the 
window, was the bait that drew 
them through the. door. A brief 
test-drive—in -a whole car!— 
clinched another deal for the 
Foundry Garage in Burnham-on- 
Sea, Somerset. 

A part-exchange offer of £1150 
for their 1974 Vauxhall Viva left 
the Murrays to find £1731.83 
to put their new bronze Allegro 
1300 Super on the road for | 
April 1978, complete with a year’s 
tax. Peter told DRIVE: ‘I didn’t 
even visit another dealer, the 
offer was so good.’ 

Would the Murrays’ Allegro 
look such a ‘good offer’ after a 
years motoring? The car was a 
natural for DRIVE’s Long Term 
Test Club and was immediately 
placed under the eagle-eyes of 
the AA’s Bristol-based engineers. 
The first few checks have been 
well documented in DRIVE since 
then, so let’s jump forward to the 
following November... 


The Allegro returned to Bristol 
on 27 November, at 7644 miles, 
and it sailed through the AA 
checks once again... until engin- 
eer Barry Hey took it out on the 
road. He dipped the clutch at 
35mph and went looking for 
second gear. 

The resulting ‘graunch’ was 
diagnosed by Hey as weak gear- 
box synchromesh. He commen- 
ted: ‘I'd strongly advise Mr 
Murray to go back to his dealer 
and get the job done before the 
car’s warranty expires. If he had 
to pay for this to be repaired, it 
would be very, very expensive. 
Perhaps, if the car is driven with 
respect, it may not get any 
worse, and could even last the 
life of the car . .. but it won't 
get any better.’ 

Old faults of a badly sprayed 
rear wing and a glove-compart- 
ment rattle were still there; but a 
dented rear valance had been 
straightened without even crack- 
ing the paintwork. The interior 
light didn’t work, and a sidelight 
lens had been cracked and DIY- 
repaired with glue. All the tyres 
were ‘feathering’, indicating the 
need for a wheel-alignment check, 
and an oil leak was again evident 
on the nearside drive-shaft oil seal. 

Overall, the AA’s Hey was 
impressed by how clean every- 
thing was—it suggested that 
Peter Murray was a careful driver, 
or that the dealer was putting 
himself out. ‘Everything is as it 
should be. It’s a pleasure to 
examine the car,” he said. 

The Allegro had in fact been 
serviced six weeks earlier at 6000 
miles. Said Peter: ‘I am very 
pleased with it. It has come up to 
all my expectations. I think I get 
good service because the dealer- 
ship is small . . . they always 


collect the car and bring it back. 
I don’t spend much time on the 
car myself: I clean it only once 
a month because it’s a job I hate.’ 
Just over 2000 miles later, last 
February, the Allegro made its 
final visit to Bristol where AA 
engineer Adrian Charlish dis- 
covered that a number of faults 
were still present. He noted that 


‘ the bodywork condition was still 


spoilt by the poor colour-match 
on the resprayed offside rear 
wing, and that nothing had been 
done about the gearbox’s weak 
synchromesh, Said Charlish: ‘It is 
a premature fault, considering 
the mileage covered. I’d advise 
Mr Murray to take the car back 
to the dealer for further investi- 
gation and rectification within 
the remaining warranty period, 
as this fault could prove expen- 
sive to rectify.’ 

As for the rest—well, the glove- 
box rattled during the roadtest, 
and the offside rear hubcap had 
an unsightly dent, and _ the 
speedometer was noisy, too. 

According to the temperature 
gauge, the engine was running 
cool and it was hard to get 
adequate warmth out of the 
heater; Charlish suspected a 
faulty thermostat. Slight oil leaks 
were showing round the engine 
and transmission, but were 
described as ‘by no means undue’. 
The offside front sidelight was 
still held together by glue, and 
the rear tyres were still ‘feather- 
ing—a well-known’ =‘ Allegro 
problem. Charlish confirmed that 
the tracking was correct. 

Peter Murray decided to delay a 
visit to the Burnham-on-Sea 
dealer until his next service, due 
at 12,000 miles. He had been 


Allegro 
moderato 


back at 9000 miles, but only for 
the prescribed short-service. So 
far as he was concerned, the gear 
change fault just wasn’t detect- 
able and was therefore nothing to 
worry about. He had however 
been forced into one repair: as he 
returned home after the AA 
check, a red light glowed on the 
facia. ‘My alternator packed up 

. and I think your engineer 
chap must have been fiddling 
with it,’ he said in all seriousness. 

‘I didn’t stop to investigate what 
was wrong, because I wouldn’t 
have known what to look for. The 
garage proprietor told me that 
the alternator had gone. The next 
day, he put in a new one—I 
didn’t get a bill. He was extreme- 
ly helpful, and arrived at my 
home within two hours of my 
phone call. As he didn’t have one 
in stock, he took one off a new 
model in his showroom.’ 

Peter’s Allegro used 264 gallons 
during its first 9757 miles, which 
he calculated to be 36.9mpg. And 
—oh, yes—he did recognise one 
fault. Said Peter: ‘That speedo- 
meter is noisy, but I’ve got used 
to it now.” 

Could any dealer wish for a 
more uncomplaining customer? 

ROBERT OXFORD 


In case you missed it... 

A year ago, DRIVE’s first complaint 
was about the way the garage had 
fitted the Murrays’ child safety- 
seat: a washer was missing from 
a mounting point, causing the nut 
to fray the car’s trim. Another 
fault: was a missing knob from 
the child-proof lock on the near- 
side rear door, making it a 
fiddly job to prevent the door 
being opened by two-year-old 
Suzanne... 

The bootlid was misaligned and 
the interior mirror was loose on its 
mounting; the glove-box rattle 
was a no-cost ‘extra’ on the new 
car; and there was a bad paint- 
run in the metallic paintwork 
under the filler cap. The engine 
idled too quickly, and, worst of 


LONG TERM TEST CLUB 

all, there was a bad oil leak from 
the nearside drive-shaft that 
demanded prompt attention. 

Three months later the oil leak 
had been cured, but the engine 
oil level was well below minimum. 
The child’s safety-seat mounting 
and safety lock had both been 
rectified, and the dealership was 
promising to question the paint 
run with a BL Cars representative. 
The front tyres were showing 
premature wear, calling for a 
steering geometry check. 

Peter Murray had failed to 
notice a marked vibration at 
65mph. He had also missed a 
brake fault, found by the engineer 
in the first minute of his test.drive: 
even gentle pedal pressure pulled 
the car hard to the right. 

Peter confirmed that the garage 
had tried to fix the boot lid, but 
when it was adjusted to fit 
properly it wouldn’t lock. It was 
to remain misaligned throughout 
the year—but at least it locked. 

At 5688 miles, in another two 
months, the Allegro was still wait- 
ing for its first major service, but 
was looking nice for all that. 

The rear wing had been re- 
sprayed badly and the engineer 
still regarded it as a ‘desirable 
repair’. Otherwise, all we found 
was a faulty rear lamp—it needed 
a new bulb—and a dent in the 
rear valance. 

Fuel consumption was working 
out at 36impg. 


You tellus about... 


Allegros in your life 


‘Join our Long Term Test Club,’ 
we invited readers in the last DRIVE. 
‘Tell us about your experiences in 
the cars that we have under 
scrutiny’—and Allegro owners 
were fast off the mark. Here is a 
selection of the best; the rest would 
have left no room for our own man! 


Alfred Wallace, Harrogate, N Yorks 
Sales representative 

Allegro 1300 Super 

New: November 1976 

Miles: 58,000 

I have a choice of British cars 
within a given price range, but the 
Allegro was the only car with 
sufficient legroom for long trips— 
I am 6ft I4in. After suffering 
agonies almost to the point of 
deformity in two Mk I Morris 
Marinas, this was my main reason 
for choosing it. 

My major complaint is the noise 
—body boom, engine clamour 
and gearbox whine in particular. 
An underbody soundproofing kit 
was only partly successful, but 
the car has quietened in recent 
months, for some strange reason 
—perhaps I’ve just got used to it. 


Reliability is sadly lacking—the 
car has been a constant source of 
not-too-serious but annoying 
trouble. The clutch was replaced 
twice under warranty, after terrific 
judders and vibration at moving 
off from rest. A ‘floating’ thrust 
bearing and a softer clutch lining 
have eased the problem but not 
cured it. 

The carburettor gave problems 
when a device known as a ‘cap- 
stat’ failed, enriching the mixture. 
At that time, my main Leyland 
agent knew nothing about cap- 
stats—but he replaced it under 
warranty... 

The steering has suffered from 
a most annoying knocking on 
cornering, caused by lower swivel 
joints that seem to wear rather 
quickly: the car is now on its 
fourth set. The first two were re- 
placed under warranty, but the last 
lot cost me £30. Both front wheel- 
bearings have been replaced. 

Corrosion has taken a constant 
toll on the sidelights, particularly 
the offside front: bulbs and hous- 
ings just rot away. 

On the credit side, the battery, 


EASY! QUICK! AND 
CLEAN! 


NO NEED TO CRAWL 
UNDER CAR (in most 
cases). Finnigan's Appli- 
cator forces airless spray 
into entire car underbody. 
HEAVY COATING. One gallon 
equivalent to THIRTY aerosols 
at one sixth of cost! 
inspection 


AA indicates no 


rust on visible 


WHOLE 
OF ENGINE 
COMPARTMENT 


HOLDS CAR IN 


— ei. SHOWROOM 


CONDITION 


ENTIRELY 


alternator, silencer and rear brake 
shoes are all the originals. I’ve 
benefited from Leyland’s optional 
two-year warranty, and all the 
warranty work has been done 
without a quibble. The dealer 
even replaced a radiator that I 
hadn’t realised was leaking. 

Fuel consumption has regularly 
run at around 40mpg, except 
when the capstat cut it to 32mpg, 
and oil has worked out at about 
3pt between 6000 services. 

All in all, not too bad a car. I 
am now taking over a new car, 
and I did think about an Allegro 
1500 Special, but decided against 
it because of the noise factor. I 
had a Vauxhall Cavalier 1600L on 
order, but Vauxhall couldn’t give 
a date for delivery, so I have opted 
for a Chrysler Avenger 1.6GL 
that I could get from stock. 


Horace Endean, Torpoint, Cornwall 
Retired teacher 

Allegro 1300 Super 

New: November 1974 

Miles: 24,870 

An early disappointment was 
water leaking into the boot and 


Waxoyl’s rust inhibitor sets it apart from all rival 
systems. Believed to be the most up to date 
(according to world users) because Waxoyl 
polarises on to the metal, prevents electrolysis, 
halts corrosion. Prevents reactivation! Never 
exhausts itself with time, like chemically 
activetypes used by many rival rustproofers. 
TRADE HOUSES CHARGE UP TO £80 for 
rustproofing, mostly for labour. DO-!T-YOUR- 
SELF with avant at only ONE TENTH of cost. 


~ = ARCHES Pay simply for raw materials at manufacturers’ 
poo prices. Save up to 50% on many competitors’ 
ws LOG PRAAKE PIPES materials. Needs no further attention apart from 
BOX MEMBERS FUELPIPES 30 sec. wheel arch Autumn check. 
SECTIONS Waxoyl micro rust inhibitor molecules resemble 


tadpoles! ‘Tails’ penetrate oil, grease, mud with 
magnetic speed attracted to metal like dust to LP 
records. With deadly efficiency molecules sink deep 
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CHASES WATER OFF MILD STEEL PLATE IN 7 SECS! 


Most up to date rust inhibitor known to science? 


into every minute pore within entire vehicle surface. 
Replaces air moisture stops and KILLS iron oxide 
rusting. Tadpole ‘heads’ seal off metal with 
continuous water-repellent skin. RUSTFREE 
CAR ‘sleeps out’ immune to winter rust havoc; 
vicious road salt, rain, mud, slush.. Deep within 
metal pores. Waxoy! NEVER STOPS WORKING! 


WAXOYL KILLS rust outright, doesn’t just slow 


it down. Send now. Per return despatch with 
easy, illustrated instructions. 


KILLS SUMMER DAMP HAZARDS on wet, 
sticky days. Protects raw metal edges within sills, 
box sections, door panels as _ trapped 
condensation drips into pools of moisture, even in 
garaged car. FORGET CORROSION! 


@ Barclay/Trust card payments accepted (Please 
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EASILY RUSTPROOF CAR IN ¥2 A DAY! 


LIVENS-UP OLDER CARS. Revives ‘tired’ electrical 
insulation. Dispels water in plugs distributor. Instant 
wet weather starting. One coating outlasts engine. Wax 
content lubricates. Saves repairs. Restores trade-in 
value. Eases door closure, smooths window 
mechanism, Silences road noise, hidden squeaks and 
rattles. Use coupon now. 


MIN. PREPARATION. NO SKILL. NO SPECIAL 
EQUIPMENT. Thin dust layers act as ‘binding’ agent. 
FINNIGAN’S APPLICATOR rustproofs wheel-arch in 
only 30 SECS! Forceful airless spray up to 4ft long. 
100% EFFECTIVE SWIRLING ACTION and shaped 
nozzle, sprays right into small screw holes. No drilling. 
No mess. No waste. 


WHY 81 WORLD USERS TRUST WAXOVL RUSTPROOPING 


WAXOYL DOES AS IT SAYS. Kills rust. Users report: 


of world’s biggest SWISS GOVT. LAB TESTS: ‘Rust stopping 
OIL COMPANIES says: |} qualities very good’. CITROEN CAR CLUB: ‘Fantastic 
“Of all rustproofers stuff’. BRITISH STEEL CRP’N: ‘Most satisfactory’. 
SWISS AUTO RACING A.G.: ‘Clean, easy 

tested, ONLY WAXOYL Fah a: 
KILLS existin application. No _ after-cleaning’. WESTERLY 
existing rust” MARINE, PORTSMOUTH: ‘Waxoyl protection 


excellent on marine diesel oil tanks’. (Tank bases 
otherwise impossible to rustproof, standing on 
supports). MOTOR MAGAZINE: ‘Remains active 
indefinitely’. CHRYSLER CENTRE, BASEL: 
‘Application so clean. Entirely satisfied’. ROVER 
SPORTS REG. MEMBER: ‘197,000 miles. No sign of 
Waxoy! penetration’. LEICESTER: ‘On ‘72 Beetle, 


since new; extremely satisfied’. 


NEVER COMPACTS WITH AGE wWaxoy! 


flexes with vibration, outlasts conventional underbody | 
seals that as you've probably observed, often oxidise; l 


crack, flake off. Expose metal to air moisture rusting. 
Waxoy! actually benefits existing body seals, prolongs 
life. Makes and keeps them soft and supple. As further 
bonus, Waxoy! re-seals broken areas. Kills invading rust 
spores. Holds top book price value! 


WAXOYL is clean, exceptionally easy and quick to 
apply. Order now, deal direct with an old established 
manufacturing concern, with world wide reputation for 
honesty and fair dealing. Order with every confidence. 


quote No.) Use 24 hr phone ordering service. 


ORDER DIRECT. Personal callers welcome 9 till 
4.30 Mon.-Fri. MINI & 1100 SIZES. 5 litres (1.1 gal.) 
£4.98 + 85p carr. LARGE SALOONS: 10 litres (2.2 
gal.) £9.27 + 85p 20 litres (4.4 gal.) DRUM £17.16 + 
95p. Finnigan’s Applicator £1.95, 28pp/p. 
TRIAL OFFER: 500 mi (.88pt) TIN for 
your trigger oil can test behind chrome (AL 
strips (or brush on door edges, free TRI R 
brake linkages, etc). Watch Waxoyl oFFE 
chase water off a simple metal strip. 

Quite amazing! Send 85p add 58p. 
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the driver’s footwell. The garage 
sprayed water over the car, but 
could find no leaks. I used a 
garden hose under the wheel- 
arches ... and found holes in the 
seams at the outside edge. I 
packed these with Plasticine and 
have had no further trouble! 

Servicing has been at 6000-mile 
intervals, and other repairs 
included a new windscreen- 
washer pump and new exhaust 
system at 13,347 miles, new fan- 
belt and wiper blades at 17,630, 
and suspension pumped up at 
20,326 miles. The rear Dunlop 
tyres were replaced by Michelin 
XZXs at 12,734 miles, and the 
front pair and spare at 23,323 
miles. The rear Michelins are still 
in good condition. 

I've bought 682gal of petrol, 
giving an overall 36.5mpg, and 
oil is a not-too-good 650 miles per 
pint. There was one oil leak (on to 
my garage floor . . .) at 17,630 
miles that was cured by a new 
seal to the gear change shaft. I’ve 
been impressed by the car’s 
reliability (most of my running is 
short local trips) and engine 
reliability. Pity about those water 
leaks, though. 


lan D Penn, Balerno, Midlothian 
Local-government officer 

Allegro 1300 

New: July 1976 

Miles: 16,000 

After 16,000 miles, I’m still on the 


original tyres, brakes and exhaust 
system—very satisfying, consider- 
ing the winter driving conditions 
here, 7OO0ft up in the Pentland 
hills! 

The car has been off the road 
only for its 6000-mile services. It 
was recalled in the first year for 
suggested changes to the rear- 
suspension rubber mountings, but 
this, too, was done during a 
service. The only other problem 
I’ve had was one sidelight bulb— 
replaced under the two-year 
warranty. 

The car has suffered two minor 
knocks with gate posts, and, 
despite the dents in the nearside 
doors, the paintwork  hasn’t 
cracked. There doesn’t seem to 
be much rust underneath, 
although the underside of the 
petrol tank did show considerable 


corrosion at one stage. I treated 
this and painted it myself and 
have had no further trouble. 

Mpg is just over 30 overall, 
which I consider good in view of 
my normal daily journey—eight 
miles to and from work. 

I’m delighted with the car and 
happy to support BL Cars’ 
products if this is a fair example. 


Lionel Lewis, Cardiff 

Allegro 1300 Super 

New: February 1977 

Bought February 1978 

Miles at purchase: 9000 

Miles now: 17,000 

(Mr Lewis's report was in such 
exhaustive detail that it would have 
filled these pages! Regrettably, we 
have had to be heavily selective. Our 
apologies—Editor. ) 

The suspension ride height on my 


car was incorrect when I bought 
it; three visits to a Leyland dealer 
and one call to Leyland customer 
service finally paid off with the 
diagnosis: incorrect preload on 
rear suspension bushes, promptly 
corrected. 

Top radiator hoses seem to last 
only 15-18 months, possibly 
because of constant flexing 
between the radiator and the ‘far 
away engine. 

There is some wear on front 
hubs, and the wheelbearings and/ 
or drive-shafts may soon require 
attention. 

The instrument housing vibrates 
annoyingly—a couple of self- 
tappers rather than a push-fit on 
the housing would cure this. 

The factory underbody protec- 
tion had been very badly applied 
under the front wings, so I 
removed the sidelights (some 
paintwork around the apertures 
flaked off!), cleaned the area and 
sealed it by hand, paying particu- 
lar attention to the return edge | 
between wings and front panels. 

Fuel economy can only be des- 
cribed as very good—30mpg in 
town, 34mpg on the motorway, 
38mpg in rural runs; but oil con- 
sumption is poor—under 500 
miles per pint, aggravated by 
leaks around the transmission 
casing, gear-selector rod and 
timing-chain cover. Otherwise, 
the car has been reasonably 
reliable. 


It’s great to feel you belong. 


For details of membership for you or your friends, complete the inserted reply paid card. 


AA RELAY, 
THE COMPLETE ‘PICK-ME-UP’ 
FOR ANY 
SERIOUS BREAKDOWN. 


If your vehicle cannot be promptly repaired our Relay Service will 
guarantee you and your vehicle arrive at your destination any 
where on the U.K. mainland. 


Passed glories 


HEN A MOTORCYCLIST 

passes his test, he usually 
looks around for something 
bigger than the L-sized, sub- 
250cc machine to which he has 
been limited. The attractions of a 
350—450ce engine are tempting: 
under-SO00cc bikes cost less to 
insure; they have ample power 
for all the long-distance, high- 
average speed touring any lug- 
gage-laden rider and pillion could 
reasonably want; are reasonably 
light to manhandle, yet heavy 
enough for reassuring open-road 
stability; and are neither too 
expensive to buy nor to maintain. 
They are the motorcycle equiva- 
lents of the 1500cc car. Accord- 
ingly, the variety is as wide as the 
demand—as wide as the differ- 
ences between Japan’s sophisti- 
cated Honda ‘automatic’ and 
Italy’s simple and sporty Moto 
Morini V-twin. 


Honda CB400AT Hondamatic 
Price £999 

IT SEEMS rather quaint, these 
days, to recall that the first auto- 


| 
| 
| 


matic cars in Britain’ were 
resisted by 1950s drivers because 
they didn’t want to give up *con- 
trol’ of their vehicles. And yet 
it is an argument that rages on 
today in the motorcycle world. 
Honda and Moto Guzzi both 
list machines with ‘sort-of’ auto 


_ transmission, and both are find- 
| ing that public acceptance is hard 


won. 

Honda is also battling with a 
hard-core of bikers who, imagin- 
ing that top speed is some sort of 
quality guide, reveal a poor sense 
of values. Admittedly, the Honda- 
matic is slower in terms of 
absolute road speed than its five- 
geared counterpart, but, through 
town or over winding hill-country 
back roads, it offers improved 
safety, an average-speed ability 
to match the conventional bike, 
and all with a much more relax- 


ing ride. 
Unlike cars, the ‘automatic’ 
motorcycle does not rely on 


hydraulically changed gears, but 
a constantly varying fluid fly- 
wheel (or torque converter) 


NSURANCE 
Insult 
to injury 


NO ONE knows how the accident 
happened, still less the sole person 
involved. Conditions were a little 
damp underfoot, but the road was 
clear and there was nothing really 
to worry about. Two witnesses 
said that one minute the motor- 
cyclist was all right, the next that 
he was out of control, jumping 
the verge and heading for a tree. 
The tragic outcome on the rural 
W Midlands road, early last 
autumn, was that the rider, 17- 
year-old John Harris, lost an arm. 
True, money can never compen- 
sate for something like that. But 
it can help to take away some of 
the anguish. ‘How lucky,’ thought 
John, ‘that I paid the extra to be 
comprehensively insured.’ His 
disappointment when the insur- 
ance company told him that his 
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injury claim could not be met isn’t 
hard to imagine. Comprehensive 
cover it may have been, the com- 
pany explained, but motorcycle 
insurance excludes any kind of 
personal injury to the rider. 

‘I just couldn’t believe it,’ John 
recalls. ‘I knew my Dad was 
covered for personal injury on his 
comprehensive motor insurance, 
and I naturally assumed that I had 
the same protection.’ 

Things might have been different 
had he been in collision with 
another vehicle: it’s possible he 
could have claimed off the driver’s 
insurance. And the chances are 
that he would have been success- 
ful had hebeen a pillion passenger: 
‘He would only need to have 
shown that the rider was 1°% to 
blame, and the insurance company 
would have paid, says AA 
Insurance Services development 
officer Eric Sydenham. 

For a rider in cases like John’s, 
where no other party is involved, 
the only sure way to obtain cover 
for the loss of a limb or an eye is 
to take out a separate personal- 
accident policy. But, according 
to motorcycle dealers (who often 
act as insurance intermediaries 
and agents), many motorcyclists, 
especially teenagers, are either 
oblivious to the fact that they 
don’t have  personal-accident 
cover .. . or purposely ignore it 
to save a few pounds. 


between the engine and rear 
wheel: as the load on the wheel 
builds up, so the fluid ‘slip’ 
increases, allowing the engine to 
turn faster without necessarily 
increasing road speed. 

The Hondamatic also offers a 
special gear for exceptional low- 


speed power—continual — stop- 
start acceleration in heavy 
traffic, or pillion-and-luggage- 


carrying in mountain districts, 
for example—but, generally, the 
whispering twin can be ridden 
for mile after mile with never a 
thought of anything but road 
positioning. 

Stopping requires a little more 
attention than normal, since 
engine braking is negligible, the 
rear drum is gentle and difficult 
to lock, and the front disc is more 
powerful. Although fine for high- 
speed braking, the front brake 
needs sensitive handling to avoid 
‘grab’ at low speeds. 

The clutch-like lever on the left 
handlebar is actually a parking 
brake: with no mechgnical con- 
nection between the ‘in-gear’ 
engine and rear wheel, a hill- 
parked Hondamatic could roll 
off its sidestand. New riders can 
take comfort in the knowledge 
that this brake cannot be inadver- 
tently activated during the first 
few cautious rides because of a 
safety catch that requires simul- 
taneous operation. 

Starting, on even the coldest of 
sub-zero mornings during the 
test period, was excellent, warm- 
up was quick and tick-over was 
totally reliable at all times. The 
kickstart crank was used only for 
test purposes. 

Comfort ranks high in the 
Hondamatic’s list of charms: 
silencing is exceptional, so much 
so that its riders all wished for a 
more powerful horn because 
pedestrians and other road users 
seemed unaware of their imminent 
arrival; vibration is minimal—the 
seat is large and comfortable; 
and suspension movement is 
generous, if slightly firm for 
lighter riders. 

The greatest benefits of the auto 
box are discovered in town-traffic 
riding, but, once on the open 
road, the other side of its charac- 
ter shows up: battling into strong 
headwinds or up steep hills, the 
Hondamatic worked all the gear 
changes for itself and effortlessly 
maintained its speed. 

The penalty for this is a slight 
increase in petrol consumption, 
but the impossible-to-overstress 
engine and transmission should, 
in the long term, more than bal- 
ance this with low repair bills. 

Nothing is perfect, however, 
and the Hondamatic is no excep- 
tion: there is that too-weak horn; 
the headlamp main beam is a 
pencil-like spot without any use- 
ful spread; the digital gear indica- 
tor light is a night-time rider- 


dazzling gimmick; and the 
exposed drive chain is an old- 
fashioned, mucky inconvenience. 
Probably the most serious fault, 
however, lies with a finish that, 
while pretty enough, is obviously 
of a type that needs a dry garage 
and constant cleaning in winter. 
DIY owners will find the Honda- 
matic easy to service, especially 
with electronic ignition doing 
away with contact breaker points; 
the engine is a simple overhead 
camshaft unit with screw and 
locknut-adjusted valve clearances. 


There may not be many Honda- 
matics around, but that is a 
reflection of motorcycling opinion, 
not performance quality. As yet, 
the two are strangers to one 
another... 


Moto Morini 34 Strada 
Price £1235 

IF THE HONDAMATIC is the bike 
equivalent of a Ford Cortina 
automatic, then the Strada is an 
Alfa Romeo: too commercial to 
be truly exotic, but special enough 
to have a cult following ... and 
to be disliked—even ignored— 
by those who judge quality ona 
purely material scale. ; 

The Strada is the touring 350 
of a range that runs from 125cc 
singles up to S00cc twins. It also 
has a scarlet-liveried sister, the 
34 Sport, but we decided to forego 
its racy pleasures for modest 
efficiency. 

In contrast to the growing trend 
for increasing complexity, the 
Strada’s engine is remarkably 
simple yet modern: Herron-type 
combustion chambers in the pis- 
ton crown, topped by pushrod 
valves powered by a single belt- 
driven camshaft. 

Simplicity is the keynote, part- 
nered by low weight that makes 
the Strada a little gem in the 
traditional Moto Morini mould. 
Back in 1963, when Honda’s 
mighty Grand Prix teams were 
conquering all, mini Moto Morini 
came up with an amazing single- 
cylinder 250 that very nearly beat 
Honda’s six-cylinder racer to the 
250cc World Championship. The 
Strada reflects this philosophy in 
both feel and performance. On a 
straight road, it is no faster than 
its rivals; but add a curve or two, 
and its special qualities shine 
through. 

Exactly how the Strada corners 
is nigh impossible to describe, 
but the exit from the first bend 
will leave any rider wanting to 
do it all over again. Before long, 
however, he will appreciate that 
it isn’t his ability that has so 
miraculously improved, but that 
the machine itself is so supremely 
agile. And this praise is no boy- 
racer worship: unusual stability 
and fine handling make a terrific 
contribution to safety. 


Not surprisingly, the Strada 


has few of the creature comforts 
common to modern bikes, but, 
over long periods, its unceasing 
ability to please, to do the right 
thing, affects—even refreshes— 
the rider. 

Most of DRIVE’s testing was 
carried out on a six-month-old 
bike with kickstarting only, but 
we also dabbled with an electric- 
start model. Both fired well, but 
the kickstart’s crank encouraged 
riders’ heels to snag awkwardly 
on and unfold the pillion rest. 
Doubtless, the electronic ignition 
helped cold combustion. 

The cheapest 2-star petrol is 
good enough for the Strada, and 
it uses precious little, too. We just 
failed to touch 100mpg, but 
gentle acceleration on a 320-mile 
legal-speed journey at an average 
36mph returned 88mpg. 

The controls are light and sensi- 
tive, especially the clutch that 
runs dry in its own air-cooled 
box beneath the right-side engine 
cover, and the disc-front/drum 
rear brakes are good. 

As with most Italian motor- 
cycles, the Strada’s great heart is 
spoiled by thoughtless inattention 
to detail: the seat is too soft and 
thin; the headlamp is unforgivably 
dim; the finish isn’t up to the 
rigours of British winters; and the 
switchgear is positively dangerous 
—the main lighting switch works 
parallel to the dipswitch, so that 
changing from dipped to main 
beam runs the risk of a total 
blackout. With the heavy gloves 
needed during DRIVE’s cold night 
ride, this happened so often that 


HOW THEY MEASURE UP HONDA MOTO MORINI 
Engine Air-cooled ohc Air-cooled ohv 
4-stroke twin 4-stroke twin 
output 30bhp at 8000rpm 39bhp at 8200rpm 
Transmission Hydraulic torque converter 6-speed 


2 manually-selected gears 
exposed chain 


Kerbweight 414lb 348Ib 

seat height 31in 30in 

max width 29+in (handlebars) 26in (handlebars) 

max length 84in 83in 

Fuel tank 3.08gal (inc 0.7 gal res)/ 3.25gal (inc 0.37 gal res)/ 
138 miles (inc + res) 204 miles (inc > res) 

Mpg—overall 57 71 

quiet use 71 92 

suburban use 47 Ted. 

brisk use Do 66 

hard use 44 62 

Performance— max 83mph 91mph 

0-50mph 8.8sec (1st gear only) 7.2sec 
11.6sec (2nd gear only) 

30—50mph (top) 5.9sec 11.8sec 


Clockwise from top: Hondamatic’s left- 
hand lever is a parking brake; controls 
include gear indicator; Strada’s vibra- 
tion-free V-twin. 
taped permanently on for safety. 
Six gears look like a lot of fun 
on a specification chart, and, on 
the 34 Sport at least, they fulfil 
some speedy purpose. On a tor- 
quey little tourer such as the 


Strada, however, constant climb- 
ing up and down the six cogs is 
too much; four would do very 


exposed chain 


nicely. Fortunately, the gear 
ratios are perfectly chosen, and 
the actual changes, with or with- 
out the clutch, are a pleasure. 

The Moto Morini factory pro- 
duces a mere 10,000 motorcycles 
a year, and only a fraction of 
these come to. Britain,. so 
afficionados cannot expect to 
enjoy a countrywide network of 
servicing depots. There is at least 
one in every British city, main- 
taining a stock of the usual spares, 


but only the Solihull, 


W Mid- 
lands-based concessionaire has 
the entire range. 


The Strada’s price is a reflection of 
its rarity more than anything else, 
but the quality is there, too. It’s 
simple enough to ease the con- 
science of the DIY-buyer, yet fun 
enough to satisfy most bikers’ 
dreams. In fact, it even looks like a 
two-wheeled Alfa—and for a third 
of the cost. DAVID MINTON 


Ed Baxter 


PSET BY the chaos he was causing, 

the driver of the car that had stalled 
at the lights tried to ignore the blaring 
horn of the car behind. Eventually, he 
could stand it no longer. With a look on 
his face familiar “to every motorist who 
has ever been wronged, he got out of his 
car and walked back to the other driver. 
And said, in measured tones: ‘If you 
would like to get my car started, I’d be 
very pleased to press the horn for you.’ 

Provocative? Aggressive? Certainly the 
scene had the makings of a confrontation, 
with voices raised. But the joke took the 
steam out of the situation. 

Similar incidents unfortunately do not 
always end so amicably, and leave a 
trail of bad feeling and damage behind. 
And, what is all the more disturbing, they 


often involve decent and _ normally 
peaceable people. 
Take the case of Gerald Bysh, a 


retired civil servant from Tunbridge 
Wells, in Kent. He was cautiously edging 
his Ford out to cross the A21 London- 
Hastings road, near Lamberhurst, when 
a Rover, its horn wailing, thundered 
down on him ‘from out of nowhere’. 
Bysh reversed a couple of yards back 
into the side road to let the Rover pass, 
then heard it screech to a halt. ‘Leaving 
the door swinging wide, its driver plunged 
towards me, says Bysh. ‘He wrenched 
open my car door and, fuming and 
spitting with rage, pressed a clenched fist 
into my face. He was a big chap—6ft plus 
—and very irate, and he literally exploded 
with invective, saying that I wasn’t fit to 
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’s no sense in it. Bad temper on the 
ad can damage your health. It can even kill. 


be in charge of a dog, and telling me that 
I could have been the cause of his death. 

‘My insides turned to jelly, and to get 
out of what was an extremely nasty situa- 
tion, I made out that I was a foreigner 
and didn’t understand him. Cursing, he 
slammed my door and drove off.’ 

Gerald Bysh may have been in the 
wrong, marginally. But what if he had 
retaliated? It could have ended in 
hospital, or in court. . 

Anger and frustration on the roads can 
take many forms, and often in the end 
serve only to make the drivers involved 
look foolish. Take the angry man who, 
prevented from getting to a motorist by 
locked doors, walked round the ‘offend- 
ing’ car kicking it on all four sides . . . Or 
the driver who, outraged by oncoming 
undipped headlamps, turned round, 
gave chase and, when he'd forced his 
‘adversary’ to a halt, strode over and set 
about smashing the car’s headlamps with 
a jack . .. Or the baulked taxi driver, in 
London’s Aldwych, who ran up to a 
motorist in a traffic jam, reached through 
the open window for the car keys—and 
flung them out of sight down the street. 

Then there was the sports car driver, 
on the M4 going west, who apparently 
angered the driver of a Ford estate by 
driving too close behind as_ both 
approached the Theale turn-off: halfway 
up the exit road, the Cortina was braked 
hard and hurled to the right to block the 
d its driver and a burly com- 
panion leapt out;-ran back to the luckless 
sports-car owner and abused and insulted 


him and his wife . . . Another motorist — 
was pursued for three miles along the 
A4, the following driver blasting the horn 
and gesticulating wildly, after a traffic- 
lights incident in which the first driver 
was thought to have made a ‘racing’ start 
to get ahead. 

In east London, the driver of a glass- 
fibre car incurred the wrath of another — 
who tailed him, and then, in dense 
traffic, ran alongside and started shouting» 
about being ‘cut up’. Alarmed, the first — 
driver locked himself in the car... and 
accelerated away from trouble as his 
muscular antagonist literally wrenched 
the driver’s door handle out of the glass- 
fibre bodywork! And in Leicester, one 
quiet Sunday afternoon, two drivers had 
a fist-waving, mobile argument for 
several miles, and then, at traffic lights, 
leapt out to square up to one another 
while passengers, including children, 
screamed and wept... 

A frequent ‘battleground’ is the motor- 
way, where many a driver using the 
middle lane has been pestered by an 
impatient driver behind because a stream 
of traffic in the fast lane prevents him 
overtaking. When finally he is free to 
zoom past, the ‘baulked’ driver will pull 
in sharply, and dangerously, to the inside 
lane, to teach the slower driver ‘a lesson’ 
in motorway discipline. And every driver ~ 
surely recognises the menace implicit 
in the action of the driver who thunders | 
up behind and hangs on within a couple 
of feet of the car boot, revving his. 
engine . . . and most have seen what 


happens when the intimidated driver 
warns the other to back off by touching 
the brakes. More aggravation. 

Invariably, it’s a minor incident that 
sparks off an ugly scene: inadvertent 
cutting-in, carelessness, loss of concen- 
tration, late and momentarily dangerous 
braking, slow reactions at a junction or 
lights, failure to close up a gap ina 
traffic queue, hesitation at a _ busy 
roundabout, 294mph in a 30mph zone. 
(Embarrassment. for the impatient 
driver who recently beeped a slow- 
moving brown Cortina leaving a motor- 
way, 
as a blind unrolled in its rear window to 
read POLICE!) And, obviously, since the 
days of the man with the red flag, drivers 
have been irritated and frustrated by the 
unthinking and incompetent actions of 
other road-users. 

The rather worrying thing is that, as the 
pressures of life have increased, drivers’ 
actions and reactions have become so 
much more extreme. There’s not only a 
regrettable lack of courtesy and con- 
sideration in today’s difficult and delay- 
ing situations . . . there appears to bea 
lack of self-control, too. 

Former Scotland Yard commander 
Fred Pennington, ex-general secretary of 
the Association of Chief Police Officers 
of England, Wales and N Ireland, says 
‘that even the most reasonable, law- 
abiding citizens can sometimes undergo 
-a sort of Jekyll-and-Hyde personality- 


and watched with consternation ° 


change when they get behind the wheel 
of a car: ‘Angered, they will take risks 


totally out of character with their 


normal lives, often showing a complete 
disregard for the law.’ And Dr. Meyer 
Parry, a former psychologist at Strath- 
clyde University, has studied the behaviour 
patterns of drivers in different age groups 
and found that the most aggressive are 
aged 17 to 35. They chase, drive at other 
vehicles, and may even try to nudge cars 
off the road. 

Of 382 drivers questioned by Dr Parry, 
a quarter said that they had given chase 
to a driver who had angered them; 8% 
had actually been involved in punch-ups 
with other motorists; and 15% admitted 
to feeling, at times, that they could 
‘gladly kill’ other drivers. 

Normal, everyday conventions — of 
behaviour can, it seems, wither in the 
privacy and isolation of the car. Says Dr 
Harry Kay, vice-chancellor of the 
University of Exeter: ‘In the solitude of 
their tin boxes, some drivers become far 
more aggressive than ever they would be 
in face-to-face confrontations.’ 

Dr Ivan Brown, assistant director of the 
Medical Research Council’s applied- 
psychology unit at Cambridge, believes 
that Britain’s road system must take some 
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of the blame: ‘Where, for example, a 
three-lane motorway suddenly reduces 
to two lanes, an enormous amount of 
frustration is caused. After travelling 
along quite happily, drivers suddenly 
find themselves in conflict . . .’ 

Surprisingly, perhaps, mini-roundabouts 
have helped to calm the nerves of keyed- 
up motorists. ‘Far from being aggressive, 
they become extremely helpful to each 
other,’ observes Dr Brown. ‘It’s a case 
where road designers seem to have 
found an encouraging solution to an 
otherwise intractable problem.’ 

Drivers don’t take out their anger only 
on other motorists, of course. Abuse is 
frequently levelled at traffic wardens and 
carpark attendants. According to Leslie 
Moody, general secretary of the Civil 
Service Union, which looks after the 
welfare of wardens, the behaviour of 
some motorists is absolutely abominable. 

‘Every day of the week,’ he says, ‘a 
traffic warden somewhere is subjected 
to verbal or physical assault. We’ve had 
them carried 50yd on the bonnets of cars, 
and even chased on the pavement by cars. 
They get black eyes and have their feet 


- run over; and their books of tickets are 


torn up. We manage to bring prosecu- 
tions in about two dozen cases every 
year, but it’s only the tip of the iceberg.’ 

But even that is perhaps preferable to 
the reaction of one frustrated driver 
who was unable to overtake a car because 
of the way it swerved about in front of 
him. When the two stopped at traffic 
lights, he wound down his window and, 
pulling a gun from the glove-box, shot 
the guilty driver through the head. 

It happened in Houston, Texas, where 
anything can happen, and often does. 
But could it some day happen here? 

spe JIM BUSH 
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John Perkins 


A Michelin Red Guides 
B Michelin Green Guides 


C Michelin Road Maps 


D Bartholomew’s World Travel Maps 
E AA Motoring in Western Europe 
AA Camping and Caravanning in 


Europe 


AA Guesthouses, Farmhouses and 


Inns in Europe 


F AA Motorist’s Bag /Holdall 

G Beam Deflectors 

H AA Motorist’s Tool Roll 

| AA Advance Warning Triangle 
J AA Handy can 

K AA First Aid Kit 

L AA Emergency Windscreen 


Dont go away with 


M AA Car Rescue Pack 
N AA Battery Charger 
O Berlitz Cassettes 

P Berlitz Travel Guides 
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So you think 
you area 
good driver? 


However long you have been driving, 
however experienced you may be, there is 
always something to learn. People who 
take pride in their driving know this. 


Driving is designed for all those who take 
their driving seriously. It is based on the 
Department of Transport’s unique 
experience, over more than 35 years, of 
analysing in detail the everyday driving of 
millions of motorists. 


The third edition of this manual is being 
published in April 1979. To keep up-to-date 
with new regulations, it has information 
on the use of vehicle hazard lights, box 
junctions, bus lanes; safety of loads, how to 
judge the safe following distance by using 
the ‘2 second rule’, and much more. 


Hand in hand with Driving goes the 
essential Highway Code - still only 25p. 
Everyone should buy it, especially if you 
passed your driving test more than 5 years 
ago. A lot has changed since you last read 

it — changes that can help to save your life - 
and others. 


Can you afford not to buy these books? 


Driving ISBN 0 11 550355 6 PE 43 


The Highway Code ISBN 0 11 550023 5 
25p 


Copies obtainable from 
HMSO Bookshops, our 
agents, or your local 
bookseller — see Yellow 
Pages for details. 


The spark 
of life- 


that’s what a new set of Bosch 
Spark Plugs can give your car. 
Bosch Plugs mean reliability and 
performance — top car 
makers recommend and 
fit them. 


Drive with confidence 
Drive with Bosch 


ROBERT BOSCH LIMITED, WATFORD, HERTFORDSHIRE 


OHN McNEALY drives a 1964 Triumph 

Herald; not the sort of machine to 
make insurance companies blanch. He’s 
32, and a property repairer in Southport, 
Lancashire; and there’s nothing in that, 
either, to make anyone mark him down 
as an unusual risk. So, when he went to 
West Lancs Insurance Brokers for a com- 
prehensive policy, he was easily accom- 
modated: a clerk filled in a form for him 
on the spot, and John drove off, insured 
with the Pennine Insurance Company. 

Or was he? 

One accident later, John was faced with 
a damage claim for £309 .. . and a flat 
refusal to pay from the Pennine. Certain 
‘material facts’, it said, hadn’t been dis- 
closed in John’s original application. 

The problem was, Pennine’s low rates 
are quite fairly offered for certain risks 
only: the average sort of driver, driving 
the average sort of car. It wants no sports 
cars, no young or bad-record drivers... 
nor people in certain jobs, like publicans, 
bookmakers, journalists and musicians. 

Nobody had pointed this out to John 
McNealy, because it obviously didn’t 
affect him as a property repairer. But it 
did affect him as a musician, for John 
earned pin-money playing guitar in his 
free time. That, said Pennine, was a 
‘material fact’, and it wouldn’t have 
accepted him as a risk had it been dis- 
closed. 

John McNealy hadn’t been trying to 
hide anything. He wasn’t to know about 


Insurance brokers: 
he men 


in the muddle 


Pennine’s list of unacceptable risks. His 
brokers, on the other hand, did know— 
or should have known. He sued the West 
Lancs and won. The court, and later the 
appeal court, agreed that the brokers 
should have checked that McNealy didn’t 
fit any of Pennine’s proscribed categories. 
It hadn’t done its duty by its client or its 
insurance company. 


CAR INSURANCE is something of a jungle. 
By law, every motorist has to have cover, 
and there are around 150 insurance 
companies and Lloyd’s syndicates touting 
for custom, with different-price policies 
ranging from the very general to the very 
specific. In the London area alone, for 
instance, there can be as much as £40 
difference between comprehensive 
policies on a humble Mini. 

In this kind of ‘supermarket’, it must 


make sense to shop around. But most of 
us don’t. Instead, we rely on someone else 
to sort things out for us: brokers, 
consultants, specialists, solicitors, . bank 
managers, car salesmen. For every insur- 
ance company, it has been estimated, 
there may be as many as 200 such inter- 
mediaries—25,000 in total, each seeking 
our trust, and our cash. 

And it’s a trust that can be misplaced, 
leaving us out of pocket and even danger- 
ously unprotected. 

Insurance intermediaries—and it’s 
important to call them that, since the term 
‘broker is now specifically defined by 
parliament—have a delicate job involving 
dual loyalties. When they are making the 
initial proposal, getting what are termed 
the ‘material facts’ from the motorist, they 
legally are his agent. But this responsibility 
changes quickly once the motorist accepts 
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GREAT ESCAPES” 


Walking the 
Waters 


NEARLY 2000 years separate 
Caractacus and Queen Victoria, 
but there is one way that even the 
most out-of-condition holiday- 
maker can bridge the historic gap 
within three hours, at a moderate 
walking pace. For that’s how 
long it takes to walk from the 
Celtic chief's earthen fortress of 
British Camp to Worcestershire 
Beacon, where the Grand Old 
Lady once surveyed one of the 
finest panoramas in England. It 
must also have been one of the 
few times she rode on a donkey— 
a beast called Moses. 

Today, the only means of trans- 
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port along the Malvern Hills is 
shanks’s pony, but, although 
there are a few lung-straining 
slopes, most of the eight or so 
miles is along a well-marked trail 
not likely to create thrombosis 
in the legs of motorists used only 
to the parade grounds of filling- 
station forecourts. Which is why 
I choose these rounded, undu- 
lating hills in preference to 
those tougher, Commando-type 
National footpaths, such as the 
Pennine Way, for a _ walking 
holiday for anyone who prefers 
the back-up of a car: there are 
parking places all along the 
Malverns on the lower slopes. 
And there couldn’t be a richer 
selection of charming _ little 
resorts at which to stay, mostly 
within the shadow of the hills, or 
a wider variety of accommoda- 
tion—from first-class hotels to 
country apartments and farm- 
houses. There is Malvern Link, 
West Malvern, Malvern Wells 
and Little Malvern, let alone 
Great Malvern, one of the best- 
preserved Victorian spa towns. 
During the last century, the titled 
and fashionable poured in, many 
to take the famous ‘Water Cure’ 
imported from Austria by Doctors 
Wilson and Gully. Officially 
called hydrotherapy, part of it 
involved wrapping patients in wet 
sheets and pouring water over 
them ... ‘treatment’ began at 6am! 
If that wasn’t enough to dampen 
their passions, Dr Gully made 


sure that they didn’t indulge in 
any ‘nonsensical love’ by keeping 
the sexes apart in separate board- 
inghouses. But he built a connect- 
ing passage between them for 
himself and his staff that is still 
there, and still known as the 
‘bridge of sighs’. 

Today, anyone can take Malvern 
Water anywhere: the Queen 
always carries some with her on 
Royal tours overseas. Still bottled 
nearby, it doesn’t actually have 
any vitalising mineral in it or, as 
another doctor put it, according 
to an old rhyme: “The Malvern 
Water says Dr John Wall, Is 
famous for containing nothing 
at all.’ 

Hope End lies hidden in a deep 
glade on the Herefordshire- 
Worcestershire border, a stanza’s 
throw from the Malverns. The 
view must have inspired Elizabeth 
Barrett Browning, whose girlhood 
was spent there—either that or 
the amazing Arabian Nights 
palace that her father built among 
the oaks and _half-timbered 
English cottages—from a fortune 
made out of the slave trade. 
Hardly any of it is left, but I 
fancied I was dreaming when I 
pulled aside the curtains on my 
first morning there and gazed at 
an Eastern minaret across thé 
courtyard. 

A flock of Nubian goats being 
milked added to the illusion. They 
proved a more recent innovation 
—part of the health-food attrac- 


tions introduced by John and 
Patricia Hegarty, who have 
restored a Queen Anne-style 
house attached to the Oriental 
remains and added extremely 
comfortable holiday flats. 

They grow a rich variety of 
organically fed vegetables and 
fruit in the Barrett’s old, walled 
kitchen garden, including grapes 
and nectarines and every kind of 
herb—all for sale; but the 
Hegartys will also cook—and 
deliver—a selection of hot meals 
for guests, including meat dishes. 

Everywhere you wander in the 
tree-lined grounds or beside the 
carp-filled lake, you walk in Eliza- 
beth’s footsteps. Or you can walk 
two or three miles to the Malverns 
themselves, across fields and 
along narrow country lanes. 

It could have been the health 
foods or simply the miracle of 
discovering that my feet could do 
more than just push car pedals 
that made mé hike many miles 
more than I anticipated. I wore 
holes in my shoes... but not as 
big as the holes I would have 
worn in my wallet from buying 
petrol. BILL GLENTON 


The Hope End apartments cost 
from £40 a week low season, with 
a separate cottage in the grounds 
costing from £30 a week off-peak. 
For details of other accommodation 
in the area, and information about 
the Malverns, contact the Heart 
of England Tourist Board. 


a quote and an insurance cover-note is 
issued. Then, an intermediary is legally the 
agent of the insurer—the company or 
Lloyd’s syndicate accepting the risk. 

The difference is crucial: an insurance 
company accepts a risk on the basis of 
the information it receives about a 
motorist, his car, his driving record, the 
use the car will have, where it will be kept 
and the cover that’s required. If any fact 
is wrong, it can repudiate any subsequent 
claim made on the policy. 

As Jack Smith, head of the AA’s Head 
Office legal department, points out: 
‘Quotes are often lower when the claim 
can be more easily repudiated. But it’s 
often not until a claim is made that 
questions start to be asked that should 
have been asked in the first place—by the 
broker or intermediary.” 

John McNealy knows the feeling... 

Should the motorist be able to rely on 
a broker to know what facts may be 
‘material’ in an insurance proposal? ‘Yes, 
of course he should,’ says John Smeaton, 
chairman of the motor executive commit- 
tee of the British Insurance Brokers 
Association (BIBA). ‘The onus should be 
on the broker to tell the client of particu- 
lar clauses in a policy. He should know 
the right questions to ask.’ And brokers 
who belong to BIBA, Smeaton points 
out, have to comply with professional 
requirements that include an indemnity 
against professional ineptitude. 

However, the whole discussion about 
insurance intermediaries calls into ques- 
tion the precise role of these third- 
parties. Who are they? And what they 
are meant to do? 

Since the Department of Trade and 
Industry got a grip on insurance com- 
panies in the wake of disastrous failures 
and blatant fraud, there has been clamour 
to tighten up on the broking business. For 
apart from professional incompetence, as 
in the case of McNealy, some vendors of 
motorists’ protection have been found 
guilty of considerable sharp practice—of 
over-quoting and pocketing the differe- 
ence; of under-quoting to get business, 
and charging motorists extra later; of add- 
ing fees, disguised as premium increases. 


‘Insurance companies... aren’t going to worry 
too much about who sells their policies if he 
produces income’ 

JOHN SMEATON, BIBA 


In 1977, the government did in fact try 
to tidy up the business with the Insurance 
Brokers (Registration) Act: a registration 
council was set up, with which brokers, 
after satisfying certain conditions, were 
required to register. (After October 1980, 
any unregistered intermediary will be 
unable to call himself a broker.) 

It was a gesture that promised a lot but 
in reality has achieved little. ‘It’s not a 
cynical view to say that, for the motorist, 
little has changed,’ says Mike Saunders, 
motor manager of AA Insurance Services. 
‘All the Act does is distinguish those who 


ee 


have knowledge from those who may not.’ 
He stresses may because there is no com- 
pulsion whatever for an insurance inter- 
mediary to register, and the difference 
between one person offering insurance 
and the next may turn out simply to be 
one of terminology. 

To offer insurance, no one needs to be 
called a broker—‘consultant’, ‘agent’, 
‘expert’ or ‘service’ will do just as well. 
It’s not even necessary to use a name 
that implies expertise in insurance: it’s 
quite common for used-car dealers to 
offer ‘immediate insurance’, simply 
because they have an agency for an 
insurance company and can issue cover- 
notes within certain limitations of risk. 

‘All insurance companies need to 
increase their premium income,’ admits 
BIBA’s John Smeaton, ‘and they aren’t 
going to worry too much about who sells 
their policies if he produces income.’ 


Blatant fiddling . . .? ‘It’s a common 
complaint, though it doesn’t always mean that 
the agent is a rogue’ 

JOHN SMEATON, BIBA 


And why should they? If a sale is 
correctly handled, there’s no problem; if 
it isn’t, it’s unlikely to reflect on the 
insurer, for, as in the McNealy case, he 
probably can repudiate the claim. 

Smeaton feels that insurers should and 
could be lot more choosey. ‘A lot of 
trouble would be avoided if agencies 
were held on a tighter rein,’ he says. But 
the British Insurance Association claims 
that its members already do take care: 
‘They have a lot to lose if the motorist 
is badly covered,’ says spokesman Ted 
Dewbury. ‘Morally and financially, they 
are responsible for their agents.’ 

This, plainly, is not always the case. The 
Pennine didn’t feel that it was ‘morally’ 
or ‘financially’ obliged to look after John 
McNealy’s claim, and the courts agreed. 
And Pennine is not alone in despatching 
brokers’ mistakes. 

An insurance company may, for 
example, refuse to support a broker who 
had exceeded the limit of his authority. 
The BIA’s Dewbury notes: ‘Many agents 
have a limit of authority that restricts them 
to arranging, say, insurance for drivers 
aged over 25, of certain professions, or 
using vehicles up to Group 5 rating only. 
If they issued a cover-note outside this 
authority, the motorist would be illegally 


on cover. And what price ‘moral’ 
obligations then? 
Intermediaries’ incompetence or 


inexperience probably accounts for many 
of the problems of motorists left with 
inadequate cover. But many brokers and 
agents are also guilty of leaving clients 
unprotected by a curious bit of self- 
interest. It works like this .. . 

A broker, or whoever, fixes up a 
motorist with a policy at an agreed 
premium, generally for a year’s cover, 
and is paid commission on the deal by 


an insurance company—1l0-1I5°% is the 
norm—which is repeated every year that 
the policy is renewed. When the policy 
is due to expire, a renewal invitation is 
sent to the motorist setting out the pre- 
mium and no-claims discount situation. 
This will also contain a reminder to 
declare any material facts that may have 
changed during the past year. 

If the motorist deals with his insurer 
direct, he will receive this document 
direct. If not, it will be sent via the inter- 
mediary, who may or may not pass it on 
to his client. Some simply write to the 
motorist, telling him the amount of the 
next year’s premium. 

This is bad practice that could lead toa 
motorist being unable to produce evidence 
of insurance, says the AA’s Mike 
Saunders. ‘But some brokers think that, 
armed with NCD proof, the client will 
dash round the corner and place his 
business elsewhere... BIBA should insist 
that its members always issue the official 
renewal notice.’ 

BIBA claims that its members do this. 
‘The insurance industry has given an 
undertaking to government,’ says John 
Smeaton. ‘Brokers are bound to ask the 
insured to re-declare on renewal.’ But, in 
many instances, this patently doesn’t 
happen. 

It’s a situation that the BIA doesn’t like, 
and it also points out that possession of 
a renewal notice gives proof of Road 

continued on page 55 


POSTURE CURVE 


The majority of Britain's population have sutfered 
severe discomfort and pain from backache at one 
time or another. This disturbing fact has become an 
increasingly widespread problem today. 

Poor car seating and long periods of sitting with 
incorrect posture leads to strain on the spine, its 
associated muscles and ligaments. This can lead to 
discomfort, fatigue and often lack of concentration 
which when driving could lead to an accident. 
Posture Curve, a light and portable support cushion 
for the lumbar back, goes a long way to eliminating 
the problem of backache. Designed by an 
internationally famous back specialist and approved 
by the medical profession, Posture Curve enables you 
to adopt the ideal sitting position almost anywhere. 
This patented, scientifically shaped lumbar support 
cushion ensures that the natura/ curve of the spine is 
maintained at all times. Less stress, less strain, so 
reduced backache. Even chronic sufferers can benefit 
enormously by gaining the comfort that no ordinary 
seat.can give. 

This superb quality product‘comprises a precisely 
moulded polyether foam, British Patent 1294091, 
fitted with a loose washable cover of natural fibres in 
black, chocolate brown, bottle green or Black Watch 
Tartan. It is easy to Carry, > 

measuring 36 cm x 31cm x 8cm 

max., and weighing only 350 ny 

grammes you Can use It anywhere. fil 

Posture Curve is excellent ce 


value for money, costing 
only £7.95 each including 
V.A.T. (8%) + 45p P&P 


F. ASHTON LTD., Groton Road, 
London SW18 4EP. Telephone: 01-874 4245 


Posture Curve-the correct way to sit -naturally 
Available through Boots 


CAR RADIOS 
& STEREOS 


FROM THE NORTH'S No. 1 CAR RADIO STATION 


DRIVE IN! WRITE IN! PHONE IN! 
NAME THE MAKE. WE'VE GOT IT! 


FITTING 
WHILE-U-WAIT 
SERVICE 


rom . 
S from £19.90 
ETT ES on £29.90 


RADIO 

with MW 
FULLY GUARANTEED : 
An extensive range ALWAYS in stock: 
HITACHI, SHARP, PHILIPS, NATIONAL PANASONIC, 
AIWA, BLAUPUNKT, PIONEER, PYE, AMSTRAD, 
RADIOMOBILE, MOTORADIO, SANYO, MOTOROLA 
Etc, Etc. @SPEAKERS @AERIALS gsKITS 


PART EXCHANGE WELCOME 

NY pS FULL REPAIR SERVICE 

> | VISA | papeis0.c.0.D. £1 extra. 
OPEN 7 DAYS. 


TRANSOUND, 570 WILMSLOW ROAD, WITHINGTON, 


MANCHESTER 


PHONE YOUR ACCESS/BARCLAYCARD No. 
FOR RAPID DESPATCH. 061-434 6890 (ANYTIME) 


Say YES to the || 


Electrolux 
‘Camping Box’ 


RC 160 
Camping Box 


Portable, top-opening fridge 
for campers. 

* 3-way operation: 220-240V mains, 12V 
car battery or bottled gas. 

+ No motor — virtually silent and vibration 
free. 

* 1.25 cu.ft. gross (1.2 net). 

* H.17%" W. 19%” D.16 4/2" 


Not suitable for bottled gas operation in confined spaces 


FY} Electrolux 


Electrolux Ltd., Leisure Products Division, Luton LU4 9QQ. 
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“Lovely little motor, sweet as a nut 
a snip at £1350. First run out,down tc 
jumped out with 


HE TIME may not be far off when any- 

one intending to drive for a living will 
be asked by an employer to undergo more 
than a straightforward medical: he could 
also be put in front of an ultrasonic 
scanner that will assess whether the job 
might make hima backache victim. 

It’s not just fanciful thinking. A proto- 
type machine is built and in use. And, with 
back disorders accounting for 134million 
working-days lost last year—strikes and 
disputes lost a ‘mere’ 94million—it is 
clearly an attractive proposition to firms 
hard-pressed by absenteeism. 

Doctors estimate that there are 54million 
people in Britain who were born to back 
pain, quite apart from those unfortunates 
who simply ‘put their backs out’. 

The potential sufferer has a medically 
identifiable condition known as a narrow 
spinal canal—if you imagine the vertebrae 
as a too-tight sleeve, and the nerves as the 
arm inside it, you have some idea of the 
problem. This can produce severe pain, 
even disability, when subjected to pressure 
from, say, lifting weights .. . or sitting for 
long spells in ill-designed or worn car seats. 

‘Driving, as well as heavy labouring, can 
trigger back problems,’ confirms Richard 
Porter, orthopaedic consultant at Don- 
caster Royal Infirmary, S Yorks, the man 
behind the world’s first back-pain scanner. 
And Duncan Troup, senior research 
fellow at Liverpool University’s ortho- 
paedic surgery department, goes further: 
the man who spends more than half his 
working day in the driving seat is three 
times more likely to suffer with his back 
than the average worker. 

The villain at the centre of the piece is 
what the driver sits on. Car seats, says 


Replacing a worn driver’s seat is, at first sight, 
expensive. A brand-new unit costs around £60, 
and at least half this for a reconditioned model 
... if you can lay your hands on one. 

The most obvious answer—and the cheapest 
—is frequently overlooked, says Dr Watkin: 
to simply replace the deformed foam in the 
cushion and squab, and insert a piece of ply- 
wood over the existing suspension. 

Chances are that you’ll end up with a seat that 
is orthopaedically better than the new original 
—especially if you invest in a tougher foam 
than the manufacturer fitted. 


Troup, don’t stop postural, vibratory and 
muscular stress and road shock. 

Many motorists would go along with 
that. DRIVE questioned 100 at random, 
and found that more than a quarter com- 
plained of back trouble—and a third of 
these were quite sure that driving either 
caused or affected it. 

Says Troup: ‘The most important single 
factor in preventing back symptoms in 


drivers is the design of the seat.’ Yet, 
according to London orthopaedic special- 
ist Dr Bernard Watkin, an expert on car- 
seat design, not enough has been done by 
vehicle manufacturers to provide adequate 
lumbar support and cushion shape. 

That’s only what he thinks of cars fresh 
off the assembly-line; in the secondhand 
market, he believes the situation to bea 
great deal worse, for car seats are too often 
built to last even less well than the cars 
around them. In general, the comfort of 
the car is of a level that few drivers would 
tolerate in their armchairs at home. 

True, a car seat is used for a different 
purpose than an armchair; and, granted, 
we spend more time sitting at home (60 
hours a week, according to the latest BBC 
research on sedentary pastimes) than in 
cars. But we do have a clear choice when 
shopping around for furnishings; and, as 
the Furniture Industry Research Associa- 
tion points out, although most people hold 
on to a lounge suite for more than 10 years 
and will put up with worn upholstery, they 
will usually get rid of it before it becomes 
really uncomfortable. 

Unhappily, as the table opposite shows, 
the average British-car seat simply 
doesn’t compare, either for comfort or for 
durability: of 12 popular models reviewed, 
only the Vauxhall Cavalier earn praise 
from our experts—Dr Watkin, who 
analysed the seats in new cars, and Dr 
John Teall, medical officer on the 
London—Mexico and London—Sydney car 
rallies, who assessed two- and three-year- 
old secondhand counterparts. 

The conclusion of Dr Teall: “Apart from 
the Cavalier, I have never sat in so many 
uncomfortable seats.’ Said Dr Watkin: 


‘The well-designed seat should provide — 


the shape and firmness to support the body 
correctly throughout the required range 
of postures. For example, it should com- 
bine lumbar support and thigh support 
without inhibiting circulation; and ahead 
restraint to minimise whiplash is essential. 

‘There is, as yet, no seat that satisfactorily 
fulfils all the specified requirements. Even 
the three best that I have seen—those in 
the Range Rover, Triumph Stag and the 
Alfa Romeo 1750GTV and 2000GTV— 
are far from ideal.’ 

Across all makes, British and foreign, 
it is generally the case that you get what 
you pay for. In upmarket cars, cushions 


and squabs tend to deteriorate uniformly, 


thus lessening the discomfort. 


CAN ANYTHING be done to improve the 
Support in new-car seats, and counter 
deformation in used cars? DRIVE tried six 


back aids, available either from accessory 


nly two previous owners, 28,000 miles— 
lacton in under two hours. Incredible! Parked near the 
the kids, the dog,Gran and the beachball and... 


shops or through mail-order. Dr Teall’s 
comment after trying each device, first in 
a brand-new and then a three-year-old 
Ford Escort Popular: 

‘None would help to overcome the 
effects of deterioration. And only two 
would do the job they’re supposed to for 
new-car seats.” These were the Sit-rite (KL 
Automotive Products) and the Posture 
Curve (F Ashton Ltd). 

Of the others, the Sit-Easi (Pressure 
Sealed Plastics) and Sitkit (Lacy-Hulbert 
Company) provided some lumbar benefit 
at the expense of lateral support, while the 
Autolux (Autolux Accessories) and 
LumBak (Lumbak and Co) prevented 
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side-to-side motion only. Indeed, the 
LumBak tended to restrict arm movement 
... andthe Autolux, said Dr Teall, could 
make a bad seat worse. 

The only real solution is a better design 
of car seat, and the AA, jointly with the 
Backpain Association, has sponsored 
preliminary research aimed at just this— 
a design for a practicable and comfortable 
driving seat ‘that can be used safely for 
long periods’. 

‘Safely’ because, according to the Trans- 
port and Road Research Laboratory, pain 
isn’t the only spin-off from a bad car seat: 
in a study of road accidents in which 
drivers were at fault, it found that fatigue 


pier, 


accounted for one in four. ‘And it can be 
assumed,’ says a TRRL spokesman, ‘that 
driver discomfort was a factor.’ 

Dr Watkin, too, has been working closely 
with Imperial Chemical Industries to 
produce a revolutionary polypropylene 
seat, with adjustable and removable 
upholstery panels, that meets the short- 
comings. ICI has already developed a 
prototype which, it claims, would be no 
more expensive in mass production than 
the ‘backbreakers’ fitted to so many of 
today’s cars. Not only that, but it would 
last the life of the vehicle. 

And a comfortable, long-life seat may 
prolong your life, too. ROY JOHNSTONE 


ARE YOU SITTING COMFORTABLY? 


DRIVE asked Dr Bernard Watkin to seat-test a selection of new British cars and grade them 


according to our colour code: 


@ bad—could be orthopaedically harmful @very poor—designed without orthopaedic considerations ® poor—again, no orthopaedic design @ fair—but still no orthopaedic 
design @ moderate—but inadequate support at certain points 


Severe deformation in 
centre of cushion, 
causing ache in bony 
prominences of pelvis 
and strain on 

lower back 


Severe deformation at back of cushion, placing 
strain on calves and thighs, and putting squab 
lumbar support in wrong position 


Severe deformation at 
back of cushion as 
before, plus 
deformation in squab, 
causing lack of support 


to upper back back 


Severe deformation in 
centre of cushion, 
causing ache in bony 
prominences of pelvis 
and strain on lower 


Some cushion 
deformation, but still 
retaining original 
characteristics 


Severe deformation at 
back of cushion, as 
Triumph Dolomite 
and Co 


CAR TESTS | | 


How good, so long after the event, is 1970’s Car of the Year? 


Has yesterday’s ‘trendy’ grown up to be an ageing bore? 


Citroen GS Club estate 


Price £3657 On the road £3783 


In a time when accountants have 
as much influence as engineers on 
car development, Citroen con- 
tinues to go its own idiosyncratic 
way. It’s a brave policy that has 
set trends for others to follow— 
front-wheel drive was once a 
Citroen peculiarity, today it’s de 
rigueur for leading makers. 

The GS range was years ahead 
of its time when launched in 1970, 
but the cars’ exciting specification 
was spoiled by poor attention to 
detail. Trendsetters can be terrible 
to live with, and the first test cars 
deserved our complaints about 
poor starting and gear changing, 
a fretful ride and flimsy trim. 

Nine years of development have 
passed, and, in the interim, the 
Peugeot company has moved into 
Citroen’s life with a_harder- 
headed approach to_ profits. 
Today’s GS may look the same, 
but beneath its timeless styling the 
precocious upstart has matured... 


How it goes 
There’s only one version of 
Citroen’s air-cooled, flat-four 


engine for the GS Club estate— 
a 1220cc unit that may soon be 
joined on this side of the Channel 
by a new 1300cc version. A 
product of the French car maker’s 
struggle with a tax system that 
penalises ccs, its 59bhp doesn’t 
go far in a body weighing 184cwt, 
even one as streamlined as the GS, 
and drivers need to exploit gears 
and engine revs to spur the car 
into action. Yet so smooth and 
uncomplaining is progress to the 
tachometer’s red-lined 6500rpm 
that the necessity becomes a 
pleasure. 

Earlier GS models proved tem- 
peramental in morning dashes to 
the station and school gates, but 
former starting and carburettor 
maladies seem to have been cured 
—an achievement that’s marred 
only by a rough engine-note at 
low revs, and the ticking and 
‘rustling’ of the air-cooled engine. 

Through-the-gears acceleration 
is certainly nothing to get excited 
about when compared to the 
rivals in our table. It’s the wind- 
cheating body shape that assists 
the notably good top speed of 
90mph, for, in theory, the car is 
under-geared in fourth; but calm, 
70mph cruising, free of wind noise 
and body resonance, proves that 
Citroen’s sums are correct. In top 
gear alone, the GS pulls grudg- 
ingly from below 30mph, but still 
manages better stopwatch times 
than Chrysler’s Horizon. 

Though vastly improved, the 
gear change still suffers from a 
springy obstructiveness in the two 
lower ratios. It’s a long sweep 
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across the gate, too, but third and 
top are easily located. 

Not surprisingly, fuel economy 
fails to match that of the higher- 
geared Horizon and other, newer 
rivals. In all consumption tests 
except our steady 30mph run, 
the GS proved thirstier than 
the Horizon. 

The estate-car profile isn’t wholly 
to blame: mediocre fuel economy 
is a failing of all GS models that, 
hopefully, the new 1300cc engine 
will rectify. But our test car’s oil 
consumption of 750 miles per pint 
was particularly disappointing 
and puzzling—many a GS clocks- 
up more than 1000 miles per pint. 

Some rivals may surpass its 
tenacious cornering with less 
complex engineering; others 
might equal its comfortable ride; 
but still we marvel at Citroen’s 
ability to build both virtues into 
one car. The GS’s traction and 
grip over the most treacherous of 
road surfaces sets it apart—and it 
does it all on conventional, skinny 
Michelin ZX radial-ply tyres. On 
the motorway, its flat, unswerving 
progress is hugely reassuring, and 
on minor roads the precise steer- 
ing demands little correction. 

Potholes and impetuous driving 
are smoothed over by the GS’s 
unflurried ride: passengers, 
especially, appreciate the self- 
levelling hydraulics of the suspen- 
sion set-up, which can be set to 
produce a soft ride that never 
degenerates into alarming roll or 
(BRAS a ee 
HOW GOOD 
At-a-glance 
DRIVE's verdict on the Citroen GS 
Club estate, taking into 
consideration its rivals, its price 
and what kind of car it’s meant 
to be 
Out of five 
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wallow, even when the car is 
laden. Over all manner of road 
surfaces, the GS maintains an 
almost uncanny composure—a 
virtue dramatically proved by one 
dealer we knew who regularly 
included in his demonstration 
runs a speedy but unruffled sprint 
across a field! Only a sudden dip 
or hump can upset the Citroen’s 
sang-froid. 

GS brakes are .. . let’s say, an 
acquired taste. To the uninitiated, 
they lack even progression in both 
pedal movement and effort, and 
the bonnet’s refusal to ‘dive’ 
under heavy braking adds to the 
driver’s confusion, making it 
unnecessarily hard to assess and 
apply the right degree of stopping 
power. Fade in hard use is no 
problem, but an unwelcome 
vibration can occur during 
normal braking. 

The handbrake—a cumbersome 
pull-out spade handle on the facia 
—tends to drag the driver out of 
his seat, and it features a release 
trigger that’s unhelpfully uncon- 
verted left-to-right for the UK. 


Inside story 

Unlocking the various doors is an 
art in itself: two keys are involved, 
and neither front door can be 
locked from inside. Controls are 
laid out with a logic that’s foreign 
to our testers, and their operation 
can be bemusing: trafficators are 
not self-cancelling, and headlamp 
flash and dip stalks work the 
opposite way to everyone else’s, 
making life confusing for the two- 
car family that doesn’t stay loyal 
to the Citroen model range. 

Small, pleasingly plain instru- 
ment dials prove difficult to read 
at night; but an adjacent row of 
push-push switches are illumi- 
nated by the facia’s lighting. A 
telltale lamp for the choke is 
provided, but none to warn of low 
fuel level. 

Pedals are well adapted to right- 
hand drive, particularly the short, 
precise clutch that matches the 
feel. ofthe’ footbrake: “The 
accelerator, however, has a long, 
swinging action that could make 
the timid feel that the GS is more 
under-powered than it actually is. 

GS seats have assumed a 
welcome firmness since we first 
(back in 1976) rudely declared 
that they offered as much support 
as a tired mattress. Backrest 
shaping is particularly good, but 
shorter drivers will still have to 
resort to a shallow cushion to 
gain enough height and may find 
that both gear shift and steering 
wheel are a stretch away. 

In the back and front, tall occu- 
pants will compliment the estate 
on its headroom which, like its 
legroom, usefully betters that in 
the GS saloon. While some inches 
have been borrowed for the back- 
seat passengers’ legroom, there’s 
also enough stretching room in 
the front to satisfy all but the very 
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CITROEN GS CLUB ESTATE 


Front engine: 1222cc/4cyl, 2 OHC (2 belts); 
one twin-venturi carb; 59bhp at 5750rpm 
Front drive: 4 gears; 15.5mph/1000rpm 
Suspension: front—ind wishbones, hydro- 
pneumatic spheres, anti-roll bar; rear—ind 
trailing arms, spheres interconnected with 
front and self-levelling, anti-roll bar 
Steering: rack and pinion, 32 turns/ 

31ft circle; 43J wheels, 145SR 15 radials 
Brakes: pressurized hydraulic discs all round 


Parts/repairs (inc VAT) 

clutch £36.61 (fitting 7.5hr) 

exhaust £40.20 (2.5hr) 

headlamp unit (no bulb) £34.47 (0.7hr) 
front bumper (3 part) £51.41 (O.8hr) 
laminated windscreen £53.46 (1.9hr) 


oil filter and points £4.75 (1.6hr) 
major service 10,000 miles (5hr) 


peryear permile 
Running costs £650 5.42p 
Loss of value £253 21 tp 
Total depreciation £846 7.05p 


Insurance group 3/4 


THE RIVALS CLOCK IN 


Chrysler Horizon GL 


Austin Allegro 1300S : 
VW Golf L1100 


Peugeot 305GL 


Mazda 323 1300 


FUEL 4-star/97 octane min 
overall consumption 312mpg 


seo ORMANCE BRAKES—pedal pressures and responses 


5.2 8.0 11.8 17.0 24.1 90 | Handbrake 35% | | effective tank range 270 miles/84gal 
80 aes gradient Best stop 5% Normal range of consumption 
short journey, suburban 26mpg 
3 ‘40 5 6 70 70 it | | hard driving, heavy traffic 27mpg 
Acceleration through gears from rest (sec) % motorway—7Omph cruising 99mpa 
60 2 mixed roads—brisk, 50mph cruising 33mpg 
= és quiet ruralt—4Omph cruising 38mpg 
50 Se el Hi | Consumption at steady speeds 
2 30mph 54mpg 
40 LS = 56mph 373mp¢ 
= 7Omph 29mpc 
30 2 max mph 194mpc 
3 8 SAFETY CHECKS 0 = factory fitted option 
: steering: ener hazard warning; fitted? Yes 
dence Breads ae 10. 2093040. 50s. 60" 70” 80h 907100 E abet? Yes interior well padded? No 
max engine speed % efficiency (ideal car's braking performance falls front saad ae rhe ieee tnlabo Bi 
used 6250rpm; within central zone—above, too heavy, below, too light) Heat tesa? oO) childproof? Yes 
4 max in top 5800rpm; Fade test pedal pressure needed for 75% stop ra rac attentive: he petrol: spillproof? ee 
- Oe i se ff ete en is eae 37\b in severe us convenient? Yes brakes: failsafe? es 
at start; in constant use; in severe use ¢ oR, se 5 
ae as Watersplash 43)lb at first, 3 stops to recover rear belts: fitted? No load sensitive?’ Yes 
FUEL MAXIMUM 30—50MPH ; OVERALL MAXIMUM TYPICAL STEERING 
| ON-ROAD CAPACITY OVERALL SPEED O-—60MPH IN TOP BEST STOP LENGTH LEGROOM LEGROOM - TURNS/ 
_ PRICE (£) (CC) (MPG) (MPH) (SEC) (SEC) (% g/Ib) (FT/IN) FRONT (IN) REAR (IN) CIRCLE (FT) 
5313 1118 354 88 18.4 Wes 97/55 TAPOe 41 37 41/334 
3033 1275 37 85 TO 12.9 90/55 1268" 40 404 34/34 
| 3520 1096 351 87 16.8 fl.5 87/70 12’ 64" 394 384 31/323 
- 3495 1290 393 88 15.8 Vaal 88/38 13’ 103” 412 381 33/323 
15.9 1 Wi} 100/40 (ie 10} 373 41/294 
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long-limbed driver and his mate. 

This is one estate-car conversion 
that loses nothing in passenger 
comfort while offering an 
unusually rectangular cargo 
space. Loading avoids all the 
awkward stooping demanded by 
the Club saloon’s fixed rear 
window, and back sufferers will 
appreciate the ultra-low load- 
platform height that’s achieved 
by a combination of the rear 
bumper rising with the tailgate 
and the suspension settling when 
the engine’s switched off—a 
feature that also takes some of 
the strain out of caravan hitching. 
The disadvantage is that opening 
the rear door involves grabbing 
a handful of dirty bumper. 

Even though it doesn’t have a 
volcanic output, the heater keeps 
everyone’s toes warm, and the 
ventilation is defeated only by 
hot weather and slow traffic. But 
the estate’s heated rear screen has 
a wash-wipe system that infuriated 
our testers by working only when 
a finger is held on the button. 

There are blind spots left by the 
front wipers. The headlamps, 
however, are superb, even when 
dipped, and the constant ride- 
height makes beam-trimming for 
different loads unnecessary. 

On the safety front, moulded 
rubber around the sunvisors and 
mirror stems seems _ pointless 


when the roof aerial’s bolt lurks 
dangerously under the headlin- 
ing; but the inertia-reel seatbelts 


are both safe and convenient— 
provided you remember to thread 
the webbing between the seat and 
its rake-adjustment lever to avoid 
the risk of slackness. Head 
restraints can be fitted in the holes 
provided in the front seats, but 
neither laminated screen nor rear 
seatbelts are listed as options. 


Living together 

Reading the handbook’s explana- 
tion of the car’s intricacies tends 
to confirm the wisdom of leaving 
GS maintenance well alone, 
There’s little practical instruction, 
and the home mechanic would be 
ill-advised to start work without 
specialised knowledge and equip- 
ment. 

Such mechanical complexity, 
allied to earlier models’ reputa- 
tion for niggling faults and costly 
spares, depresses resale values. 
Parts prices seem better now, but 
the GS still has a poor deprecia- 
tion record even compared with 
other imports. It’s worth shop- 
ping around for insurance quotes 
—some companies rate it a group 
lower than others. 

Apart from its party-trick 
appeal, the manual ride-height 
adjustment really helps through 
flood water or over rough ground. 
It also makes wheel changing 
delightfully easy: pumping the 
body up to its highest level before 
positioning the jack results, on 
switching off the engine, in the 
dead wheel raising itself up for 


All measurements in inches 


replacement. The spare is cradled 
at the back of the engine compart- 
ment, which makes its removal 
heavy work, but does avoid 
luggage being disturbed. A start- 
ing handle and winter radiator 
muff are other thoughtful touches. 

Construction standards are 
distinctly improved on the latest 
GS. Paintwork seems better, and 
apart from side-window sill trims 
that etch the paint, there are few 
rust-promoting points on the rest 
of the coachwork. The chrome 
on door handles is of poor quality 
but the bumpers are stainless steel 
—as are the ‘old fashioned’ hub- 
caps that drew praise from those 
who had to wash the car. 

Citroens destined for Britain get 
an extra layer of Tectyl wax over 
the sills and the smooth under- 
body’s pve coating. Together, 
they produce a formidable barrier 
to rust that’s reinforced by a 
conscientious injection of wax 
into box sections. We could fault 
only the standard of the chip- 
proof pvc’s application within the 
wheelarches, and the fact that 
the wax was already succumbing 
to stone bombardment. 


Verdict 

Can a nine-year-old hope to match 
the qualities of more-recently con- 
ceived rivals? When it’s a Citroen, 
the answer is most definitely yes. 

Made by the same corporate 
group as the Chrysler Horizon and 
the Peugeot 305, this Car of the 
Year 1970 is in several ways as 
trendsetting today as then: its 
svelte styling houses a suspension 
system that is still outstanding 
among family cars. 

Perhaps the modest engine is less 
impressive by current standards of 
performance and economy, but 
there’s nothing amiss that the 
forthcoming 1300cc’s extra power 
cannot cure. 

Servicing may pose a problem for 
many owners, but the Club’s 
cossetting should help offset the 
pain of garage bills and, in estate- 
car form, it could well earn its keep. 

Like individualists the world over, 
Citroen’s GS Club will continue to 
generate reactions ranging from 
deep mistrust to fierce loyalty. 
Let’s call it a family car for the 
non-conformist. 


kerbweight 183cwt 
overall length 13ft 65in 
overall width 5ft 34in 
overall height 4ft 53in 
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While our panel of amateur car 
consultants could see the appeal of 
the rival Chrysler Horizon- all 
had to agree that Citroen’s GS 
Club is in a class of its own... 

‘I liked it as soon as I got in,’ said 
Denise Bewsy. ‘The up-and-down 
suspension is great fun, the seats 
are the best I’ve ever tried, and the 
one-spoke steering wheel suits my 
style of driving. The instrument 
layout isn’t gimmicky, and the 
radio’s position between the front 
seats is considerate—everyone in 
the car can reach it. I also like the 
idea of having the handbrake on 
the facia, but, when Citroen 


switched to right-hand-drive, it~ 


should have moved the release 
button—I had to remember to turn 
my hand palm-upwards to operate 
it. In general, though, the whole 
car is nicely finished—unlike the 
Horizon.’ 

‘That’s right,’ said Andrew Perry 
—‘the Club’s so much more 
sophisticated than the Horizon. 
The gear shift’s pattern was too 
tight for me—I went into top when 
I wanted second—but I loved the 
whole car’s aura of comfort. I'd 
definitely consider a GS Club 
estate for my business if I couldn’t 
have a bigger car. Denise said it 
was hard to park, but I thought 
the good steering lock made it very 
manoeuvrable, though rearward 
vision isn’t helped by the thick rear 
pillars and the posts between the 
doors.’ 

Fred Pocock liked the Citroen, 
too, barring some reservations: ‘It 
is nippy in all gears except top, so 
I occasionally felt the need to 
change down to third. In most 
other cars you have to lift, press, 
or yank the gear shift to get into 
reverse, but the Citroen has nothing 
to stop you engaging reverse by 
mistake. Certainly the Club’s very 
comfortable. I liked the seat 
material—it seemed to wrap around 
me—and both roadholding and ride 
are beautiful. But I still wouldn’t 
buy one—it’s too small.’ 

Staff writer and tester Bob 
Oxford wondered if the Everyman 
team would think Citroen’s com- 
plex suspension ‘fun’ when it came 
to paying for repairs to it... But 
his advice to GS Club fanciers is: 
‘Don’t worry about engaging re- 
verse by mistake—I suspect that 
Fred doesn’t know his own strength.’ 


Supertrol 001 
fights rust 


where you 


The trouble with | 
rust is that it does most 
of its damage out of sight. 
And by the time it’s visible 
the rot’s well and truly set in. 

So how do you fight rust 
you can’t even see, let alone 
reach? 

Simple—with Supertrol 
001, the spray-on corrosion 
fighter from CADULAC. Use it 
as a deterrent, to protect your car 
before rust sets in. Or use it to fight 
rust that’s already there. Either way, 
Supertrol 001 gets down to rust in 
a way that you never could. 

JUST POINT AND SPRAY 

No tiresome preparation or 
mixing. Just spray Supertrol 00linto Jj 
the concealed danger zones: behind tauees cHemMl 
the bumper, under the wings, inside the een o 
doors, sills and box sections, and all SS we anes cORROS 
those other hidden areas so vulnerable 
to rust attack, and so dangerous—and expensive to repair— 
if left unprotected. 

A simple application 
of Supertrol 001: 

C1 Penetrates those hidden 
cavities. 

C Prevents rust forming in 
the first place. 

C) Stops existing rust 
spreading. 

LJ Protects anything metal 
from corrosion: not just 
cars but bicycles, 
agricultural machinery, 
gardening and hand tools, 
boats and heavy 
machinery too. 


Se ae we SS 
supertrol GD 


from Cadulac Chemicals Ltd. 
Haydock, Merseyside, U.K. Tel: (0942) 75311 
The car protection specialists. 
Available in handy 14 oz aerosols from garages, filling stations, 
motor accessory shops, DIY and hardware stores and supermarkets. 
(Also available in 1,2 and 5 litre cans) 


PE GH Wey, © 
7) OF ©) VG ay Oy ? 


B)) 


keep your cool 


in the hot seat 


You know the feeling, we’re sure. 

The road’s blocked, you’re following a 
lorry, and the guy behind keeps hooting. The 
sun blazes down. The kids start crying. 

And then the temperature needle moves 
into the red area. 

Hot sweat turns into cold. 

A new Waxstat radiator thermostat 
helps your car’s engine keep its cool. Easily 
fitted in minutes without special tools, it 
could make all the difference between an 
enjoyable ride or anightmare trip! 

And anew Waxstat radiator pressure 
cap is an excellent way of topping your car’s 
cooling system ... 


Pick up a WAXSTAT® now from 
your garage or accessory shop = 
and keep your cool 


Western Thomson Controls Ltd. 
Millfield Trading Estate 

Chard 

Somerset 
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CAR TESTS 


For van space plus saloon comfort, hatchbacks seem an ideal 
compromise. We test the descendant of a pioneer... 


Ch ar Horizon GL 1118cc 


Price £3188 On the road £3313 oe, 


The Horizon is Chrysler’s newest 
entry in the crowded hatchback 
market—slightly bigger than its 
Sunbeam stablemate and boasting 
five doors. But what’s so special 
about the French-made Horizon 
that a panel of 53 European auto- 
mobile experts should vote it Car 
of the Year 1979? After all, it 
wears some of the British-made 
Sunbeam’s exterior styling—and 
that car finished | 5th inthe panel’s 
voting. Under its skin, too, the 
Horizon’s engineering is as pure 
Simca as the 1100 model that, 
more than a decade ago, shared 
the five-door holdall market with 
Renault’s 16. 

Are the Simca’s works so sweet 
that hatchback fanciers will fall in 
love with them a second time 
around—or could it be there are 
wrinkles in the facelift? 


How it goes 

There’s a choice of 1118cc or 
1294cc engines for the Horizon, as 
there was for the Simca 1100, and, 
like all current Chryslers, con- 
tactless electronic ignition is 
standard. Otherwise, the smaller 
engine fitted to our test car 
seemed little changed—a mixed 
blessing for, although it’s a willing 
little motor, capable of buzzing 
well beyond our self-imposed 
6300rpm limit, it’s not as sewing- 
machine-smooth as some newer 
overhead-cam units. When asked 
to pull in top from below 30mph, 
the engine feels lumpy and 
troubled. To compensate, Chrys- 
ler has insulated passengers so 
successfully that, when 70mph is 
reached, it sounds quiet and 
relaxed. 

For a new design, the Horizon is 
surprisingly heavy, which partly 
explains the 1118cc’s disappoint- 
ing acceleration—inferior to the 
last Simca 1100 that we tested. 
Through the gears, it is faster to 
40mph than its French rival 
Citroen GS Club, but by 70mph 
the elderly engine and squelchy, 
poor-quality four-speed gear 
change conspire to lose almost 
4sec to the slicker car. The 
Horizon’s high gearing (for fuel 
economy) pays an even heavier 
penalty in top-gear surges, for it 
consistently lags behind the 
Citroen, up to a respectable maxi- 
mum of 88mph. 

Fuel consumption is no better 
than average by current new-car 
standards, but longer  cross- 
country runs can yield around 
40mpg if cruising speeds are 
restrained. Tank range is good, 
too, and it’s an easy car to fill— 
and to empty illicitly: no locking 
cap is provided, 


The Horizon’s: name may be 
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Franglais, but its ride and hand- 
ling are distinctly French. Softer 
and more absorbent than Chrys- 
ler’s Sunbeam or Avenger, the 
suspension’s rough-road progress 
is impressive—barring body 
thumps and clonks that can be 
heard if not felt. Like many of its 
countrymen, the car also tilts 
noticeably when hurried around 
corners, but good front-seat shap- 
ing and low-geared, easy steering 
take the exertion out of brisk 
driving. In general, we rate the 
Horizon as quite the nicest cur- 
rent Chrysler for motorists who 
like precise handling allied to an 
especially comfortable ride. 

Two warning lights advise of low 
brake-fluid level and worn front 
pads, as well as_ line-pressure 
failure or handbrake on. The lat- 
ter is especially useful, as it’s often 
hard to tell if the lever is off. The 
brakes suffered some fade in our 
arduous track tests—disappoint- 
ing compared to the Sunbeam that 
we tested last year—but the hand- 
brake held well on a 1-in-3 hill. 


Inside story 

Our Horizon GL’s road behaviour 
was superior to its standard of 
decor. The uninspired middle-of- 
the-range trim featured three 
different shades of grey, and the 
new instrument cluster looked 
cheap and cheerful against the 
standard pack fitted on all other 
Chryslers. It’s mean, too, to omit 
the voltmeter and oil-pressure 


HOW GOOD 
At-a-glance 

DRIVE’s verdict on the Chrysler 
Horizon GL, taking into 
consideration its rivals, its price 
and what kind of car it's meant 
to be 


Out of five 
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gauges on the GL: other Chrysler 
GLs are equipped with them. 

Testers complained of warning 
lamps rendered invisible by day- 
light and clusters of minor 
switches that were indistinguish- 
able at night. The standard Chrys- 
ler three-stalk layout, originated 
for the Simca, is retained, and it 
works well—once you are used to 
the long, willowy stalks. The link- 
ing of front and rear wash-wipe 
functions in one switch was an 
irritation, for who wants to have 
rear vision blurred when they 
wish only to wash the front 
screen? 

Long-legged drivers may bruise 
their knees on the low, fixed 
steering column—a feature that 
suits short drivers admirably. And 
while front seats feel initially 
squashy, longer acquaintance 
reveals a sensible degree of under- 
lying support. 

Prominent rear-door sills could 
hamper elderly passengers, and 
the rear seat proves disappointing, 
with too short a cushion and a 
backrest so upright that one 
perches on it rather than sinks into 
it. Leg- and headroom is only 
moderate, offering a minimal 
gain over Chrysler’s shorter Sun- 
beam. 

Its as a load carrier that the 
Horizon excells: its rear cushion 
sinks as the backrest is tilted 
forward over it, all in one easy 
movement that forms a 55in-long 
load platform. Even with the four 
seats in place, luggage space is 
superior to the Sunbeam’s and— 
unlike most of its hatchback rivals 
—you can carry the folded lug- 
gage canopy with you without it 
being a nuisance. There is the 
inconvenience of a high load sill, 
however, and the GL has no tail- 
gate illumination. Battening down 
the hatch needs only a nudge, and 
it can be opened without a key. 

In winter, the heating and 
demisting booster fan needs to be 
used almost continuously—no 
hardship as it’s quiet on its two 
slower speeds. A warm breeze is 
directed down the middle of the 
car to keep rear passengers warm 
—it was strong enough to melt the 
chocolate that one of our testers 
left on the centre console tray! 
Cold-air ventilation is generous, 
too, with a strong draught to the 
floor that might be welcome ina 
freak British summer. 

‘See and be seen’ safety measures 
are taken seriously. In addition to 
heating, washing and wiping for 
the rear screen, two powerful fog- 
lamps are built-in as standard and 
all-round vision is excellent, 
thanks to generous glass areas. 
Halogen headlamps operate on 
dipped as well as main beam; an 
unusual bonus that reduces head- 
lamp range without cutting inten- 
sity; they are easily trimmed to 
prevent dazzle, too. 

Front-seat head restraints,. rear 


seatbelts and a laminated: wind- «|: 


CHRYSLER HORIZON GL 1118cc 


Front engine: 1118cc/4cyl, OHV (chain); 
one single-venturi carb; 58bhp at 5600rpm 
Front drive: 4 gears; 16.05mph/1000rpm 
Suspension: front—ind wishbones, torsion 
bars, anti-roll bar; rear—ind trailing arms, 
coll springs, anti-roll bar 

Steering: rack and pinion, 44 turns/334ft 
circle; 43J wheels, 145 SR 13 radials 
Brakes: servoed discs front/drums rear 


Parts/repairs (inc VAT) 

clutch £37.43 (fitting n/a) 

exhaust £43.20 (n/a) 

headlamp unit £16.20 (n/a) 

front bumper (3 parts) £25.92 (n/a) 
laminated windscreen £40 (n/a) 


oil filter (no points) £2.92 (n/a) 
major service 10,000 miles (av. 2.7hr) 


peryear permile 
Running costs £508 4 73p 
Loss of value £264 2.20p 
Total depreciation £718 5.98p 


Insurance group ae 


THE RIVALS CLOCK IN 


Mazda 323 1300 

Renault 14TL 

Austin Allegro 1300S | 
VW Golf L1100 | 
Peugeot 305GL seen ator: ¥ 


na 
ss 
as 
be 
. oO 
7 On 
c 
c— 
° 
= 


wat ag be a , 
ns Se es ae % “hs 
Sa : Se Ne ee, 


PERFORMANCE BRAKES—pedal pressures and responses FUEL 4:star/98 octane min 
overall consumption 354mpg 
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screen are available at extra cost 
on the GL; the roof is carefully 
padded (an often-neglected safety 
area); and the fuel tank is safely 
placed. But the backs of the front 
seats have spiteful hard edges that 
can do no good to unbelted rear 
passengers in an emergency stop; 
the front seatbelts—the con- 
venient, inertia-reel type—can be 
worn too slack because their guide 
tubes and the seat-rake adjusters 
prevent them reeling-up fully. 


Living together 
Chrysler claims improved primer- 
paint coverage for the Horizon, 
with a_ revised electro-plating 
technique. Without doubt, the 
extra pvc that’s applied in produc- 
tion to the underbody and sills 
does provide good rust protection 
. where it’s present: on our 
test car there were too many 
misses for long-term peace of 
mind. Door interiors are pvc- 
coated, too, but it’s primer only 
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for box-section interiors, with no 
additional wax spray. The 
absence of  water-harbouring 
brightwork and the use of matt- 
black door handles and stainless 
steel bumpers help preserve 
exterior good looks and ease 
wash-day chores. 

Like all 1979 Chryslers, the 
Horizon benefits from a semi- 
sealed cooling system, electric fan, 
diagnostic socket and telltales for 
engine oil level, brake-pad wear 
and low hydraulic  fluid—all 
aimed at reducing servicing costs 
and time off the road. With their 
help, the 5000-mile check takes a 
mere 15 minutes. 

Underbonnet access to routine 
service items is good; traditional 
timing marks are provided, even 
though the ignition system is elec- 
tronic, and only the alternator is 
hard to get at. 

According to the electronic dip- 
stick, oil use was negligible in our 
1000-mile test, though the oil- 


level telltale can be fooled if you 
park on asteep uphill slope: it will 
flash until you switch off and 
restart on the level. Some drivers 
prefer to disconnect this ‘aid’. 

Spare-wheel removal from the 
exposed cradle at the rear does 
not disturb luggage, and the jack, 
neatly stowed behind the boot sill, 
can be located into its lifting 
points without grovelling about 
on wet roads. 

A warranty that extends to wear- 
and-tear items in the first year, 
and reasonable parts prices for 
what is, in effect, a French import, 
make our projected running costs 
for 24+ years of ownership 
extremely competitive compared 
to British-built cars with long- 
established reputations for 
economical running. 

Our depreciation figures are 
based on the Simca 1100. The 
Horizon should do even better, as 
a result of Chrysler’s integrated 
product line throughout Europe, 
which should popularise this 
‘foreigner’ in Britain and so boost 
resale values. It may even encour- 
age insurers to look less guardedly 
at the Horizon—Group 3 seems a 
bit high for a modest 1100ccs. 


Verdict 

Before Chrysler moved in, the old 
Rootes Group had a happy knack 
of making their family cars look 
more opulent than they really were. 
In GL trim, however, the Horizon’s 
plastic looks . . . like plastic. 
Inside, too, it’s generally unimagi- 
native, compared even to Chrysler’s 
own GL-trimmed Avenger. 

Once out of the showroom, the 
Horizon redeems itself with pleas- 
ing road manners. It’s no sports 
car, and—especially in 1118cc 
form—it copes with, rather than 
excels at, hard driving; but it does 
travel quietly and smoothly, and 
it does it all with a minimum of 
maintenance, too. 

Its Simca ancestry pays off in the 
cargo hold, where the platform 
length is unmatched by any car in 
our rivals table. Only an improved 
back seat and more-precise gear 
change are needed to make the 
Horizon GL 1118cc the comfort- 
able, uncomplaining workhorse 
that many budget buyers would find 
totally acceptable. 


All measurements in inches 


kerbweight 183cwt 
overall length 13ft 
overall width 5ft 61n 
overall height 4ft 741n 
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‘Nice, but not as luxurious as the 
Citroen’, said Denise Bewsy, sum- 
ming-up the Everyman panel’s 
majority verdict against the 
Horizon. ‘It may not be basic, but 
it looks more of a utility vehicle. 
The Chrysler feels the more respon- 
sive of the two, but much of the 
interior put me off: the seats don’t 
have enough support, the upholstery 
looks nasty, and I didn’t think 
much of the paintwork and the poor 
fit of the doors. I didn’t like the 
car’s handling at first, either, but 
I was surprised to find that it felt 
very stable on the motorway.’ 

Andrew Perry was not wholly 
won-over by the Horizon, but 
ultimately he preferred it to the 
Citroen: ‘It has better all-round 
vision, and I liked the internal 
control for the door mirror—it’s 
a feature that should be on all cars. 
The rest was disappointing: instru- 
ments may be adequate but they 
won my Worst-Design award; front 
passenger legroom is virtually non- 
existent because of the parcels 
shelf, while, in the back, either the 
seat is too high or the roof too 
low. Whichever it is, I was knock- 
ing my head when the car went 
over small bumps. I don’t think the 
Chrysler is a bad car—it’s just a 
bit basic. I couldn’t even find any- 
where to put my cigarettes.’ 

Fred Pocock agreed, placing the 
Chrysler a unanimous second in 
our two-horse race. “The clutch 
pedal was my first problem: when 
I put my foot on it, I was prevented 
from pushing down fully by the 
steering column. But, when I did 
get the clutch to the floor, I found 
the quality of the gear shift was 
quite good—which helped as there 
isn’t much “go’’ in the 1100cc 
engine. Tyre noise worried me, too, 
as did wind noise. About all I did 
like was the fabric seats: the 
cushions supported my legs well.’ 

Bob Oxford, who rode ‘shotgun’ 
with our panellists, sums up: ‘The 
Horizon that our amateur drivers 
tested is considerably cheaper than 
the Citroen, and, for a little more 
money, they could have enjoyed a 
much higher standard of trim that 
might have forestalled their 
criticisms of the GL’s utility look. 
But there’s no getting away from 
the clutch-pedal problem that Fred 
spotted: it’s a fault that should 
have been designed-out before the — 
Horizon was put on the market.’ 


ENGINEER'S 
ESSAY 


Diesel ‘,7 
=foolish ~~ 
things? 


WITH MORE and more car manu- 
facturers expected to offer diesel- 
engined options in their ranges— 
even Austin-Morris is tipped to 
throw its Marina in the diesel ring 
—it’s on the cards that an increas- 
ing number of new-car buyers will 
be tempted to ‘go derv’. (Derv, 
incidentally, stands for diesel- 
engined road vehicle.) 

At first glance, the simplicity and 
economics of diesel are attractive: 
it’s an inevitable by-product of 
crude-oil refining; derv engines 
don’t have sparkplugs or ignition 
systems—the air in the combus- 


tion chambers is compressed by 
the piston until it heats under 
pressure and injected diesel ignites 
spontaneously; and this high- 
compression helps Volkswagen’s 
diesel Golf, for example, to an 
overall 17mpg bonus over its 
petrol-engined counterpart. 

The bad news starts in the show- 
room, where the diesel buyer finds 
that his bill may come to some 
£700 more for the derv option. 
And his first stop at the fuel 
pumps will show that diesel costs 
about 10p more per gallon than 
2-star petrol—a hangover from 
the days of the government Lib- 
Lab pact. The Liberals threatened 
to withdraw support for Labour’s 
1978 Budget over proposed petrol- 
tax increases; the government 
bowed to their demands and 
scrapped the increase on petrol 

. but left it on diesel. 

Italian motorists, by contrast, 
are queueing up to purchase diesel 
cars: there, derv costs about half 
the current price of petrol. On 


British roads, the 17-or-so mpg 
extra doesn’t amount to any great 
saving either, for the 10,000- 
miles-a-year family motorist: derv 
engines make their economies on 
short, stop-start journeys, but are 
much less parsimonious over long- 
distance, high-speed running. For 
the family car in general use, 
annual diesel bills can be expected 
to be around £60 cheaper than 
petrol—£90 if there is a high 
proportion of town driving. Either 
way, it hardly justifies the extra 
outlay of £700-plus on the car 
purchase price. 

Clearly, however, a high-mile- 
age, short-haul town motorist 
could end up in pocket .. . which 
is why taxi drivers love diesel 
cabs. 

Why, then, in the face of the 
limited practical appeal of diesel 
family cars are manufacturers 
producing them? The answer is 
that dervs are a compromise, 
bridging present and future tech- 
nology, and providing car makers 


with an opportunity to train 
engineers for the next generation 
of propulsion. 

In 10-15 years, it is likely that 
many of us will be driving petrol 
cars with engines not unlike 
today’s diesels—high-compres- 
sion units, perhaps turbo-charged 
for extra performance. They will 
run on fuel similar to present-day 
2-star petrol, and produce more 
power per cc than either diesel or 
the current breeds of petrol 
engines. They will also be rela- 
tively quiet, and emit less harmful 
exhaust gases. 

Meanwhile, however, be warned: 
if you are a 10,000-miles-a-year 
man and opt for diesel, you will 
effectively be subsidising future 
automotive development... 

MARCUS JACOBSON 

Chief Engineer of the AA 

DRIVE invites letters from readers 

on the subject of diesel-powered 

cars—and indeed all matters re- 

lated to energy conservation and 
the future of the family car. 
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ODAY, a brand-new Jaguar XJ Series 

3 costs at least £11,000 on the road— 
more than most of us would ever dream 
of spending on our motoring—and, like 
all big cars, it depreciates at a tremendous 
rate. It is, as yet, nowhere near scarce 
enough to attract classic-car enthusiasts; 
an ageing XJ6 doesn’t interest the man 
who can afford to buy a new one; and the 
rest of us suffer distinct pains in the 
wallet just contemplating the cost of its 
spare parts. 

So, who buys it—and why? Via Computa- 
car, DRIVE found two men who were 
searching for a good secondhand Jaguar 
—or perhaps a Daimler—and sent AA 
engineers to inspect their ‘best buys’. 

Ray Ward, a 52-year-old Mancunian 
who describes himself as a ‘small-time 
builder’, wanted a Jag as a stop-gap while 
he waited for a BMW dealer to supply the 
latest 320 model. He planned to run the 
car for about 12 weeks—and hoped to 
make a profit on the re-sale. 

At the other end of the country, 
accountant Peter Pearson, 50, from 
Kingston upon Thames, Surrey, was 
wondering what sort of Jaguar he could 
buy for under £2500. He was happy with 
his 1976 Lancia Beta, but his teenage son 
Mark was determined to see Dad behind 
the wheel of a Jag. 


The Search in the North 
Ray Ward and AA engineer Hugh Cleary 
drove only one mile to see the first pros- 
pect, a 1974 Daimler Sovereign 4.2 with 
only 30,460 miles on the odometer—a 
modest mileage that Ray was inclined to 
believe as the vendor was a friend. But he 
wasn’t convinced that it was worth £4500. 
‘I knew the car was 100% genuine,’ said 
Ray. ‘Apart from a couple of well- 
repaired rust patches behind the head- 
lamps, the body was magnificent. It had 
led a good life—owned from new for a 
couple of years, then passed on to the 
lady of the house for shopping trips. On 


the test run, the steering pulled to the left 
and the gearbox made funny noises; but 
I didn’t think the faults were serious. 
Altogether, it was a very impressive 
motor, but more than I wanted to pay.’ 


Second opinion 

Rust behind the headlamps is common on 
elderly Jaguars, but this car had been well 
repaired and the AA’s Hugh Cleary 
judged that £4000 was a reasonable price. 
The engine needed a tune-up, and, when 
the throttle was opened quickly, the auto- 
matic gearbox produced a curious knock 
in ‘P’ that suggested an imminent and 
expensive repair job. More obviously, the 
steering pull that Ray detected was caused 
by ball-joints so worn that they had 
virtually ruined the nearside front tyre. 
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Ray Ward’s second stop was at adealer’s 
showroom in Stockport where a 1975 
Daimler Sovereign 4.2 was on offer at 
£5250. ‘The dealer told me that he would 
take £5000 if there were no trade-in,’ said 
Ray. “The car had done 42,000 miles, and 
there was little repair-work in evidence; 
but again I thought it too expensive.’ 


Second opinion 

Rust in the tops of this Jaguar’s front 
wings had been competently repaired, but 
the camshaft’s clearances needed adjust- 


SECONDHAND REVIEW SPOT CHECKS: DAIMLER/JAGUAR XJ SER] ES 


The body is sturdily built and 
generally rust-resistant, but 
blistering can occur at the top of 
the front wings around the head- 
lamps where water gets trapped. 
The rear valance, through which 
the exhausts emerge, tends tobea 
trouble spot, too, and edges of 
doors and along the sills may show 
surface corrosion, especially if 
stone-chip damage has not been 
treated. Check that the underbody 
sealant has not cracked and 
allowed rust to set in, and 
examine brightwork—particularly 
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on wheel trims—for rust speck- 
ling. Check door and boot-lid 
sealing rubbers—if they are faulty, 
water will seep in—and look under 
floor and boot carpets for damp- 
ness and mustiness. Jaguars seem 
to receive their fair share of 
knocks and dings: look around the 
bodywork for poor repairs. 

The well-proven, six-cylinder 
engine has an excellent reputation 
for long life: 100,000 miles are 
possible before major overhauls. 
If possible, start the engine from 
cold and check for frequent stall- 


ing—it means that the automatic 
choke needs re-setting. Warmed 
up, the engine should idle 
smoothly—if it doesn’t, the car- 
burettors could be out of tune. 
Valve gear noise is likely, due to 
wear in the long timing chain 
and/or its tensioner and/or exces- 
sive valve clearances that will 
need re-setting by an expert. 
Oil consumption is normally 
fairly high—500 miles per pint; 
check oil level and condition and 
look for leaks at the rocker covers 
and other joints, especially the 


expensive one from the rear main- 
bearing oil seal. Sniff out petrol 
smells caused by dribbles from the 
carburettor drip tube—the float 
levels may need lowering—and 
leaking pipes; the electric fuel 
pump may need a new O-ring 
(these last two are under the boot 
floor). Low ground clearance can 
mean knocks and dents in the 
exhaust and damage to its mount- 
ing points. The system should last 
18 months to two years . . . and 
is expensive to replace. 

Although early examples tended 


era, 


ment and the engine was out of tune. The 
dealer responded by saying that he could 
arrange a two-year guarantee on major 
components and would throw in road tax 
and a service free of charge—a package 
deal that would have made the asking- 
price more attractive. 


The final call of the day was in nearby 
Oldham, to see a 1976 3.4litre Daimler 
priced at £4950. Ward was tempted: ‘It 
seemed like a bargain. The owner told me 


that he had ordered a new XJS and had 
been offered £1000 discount if there were 
no part-exchange, so he could sell below 
the average secondhand price and still 
make a profit. He was very trusting, too— 
he just threw the keys at me and walked 
back into his house, leaving me free to 
drive anywhere. 

‘I thought it a good-looking car, but the 
AA engineer took it to pieces verbally. 
I had certainly missed a dent on the roof; 


Ian Dawson 


the boot lid didn’t close properly; and the 
rear wing had been resprayed... 

‘The service history didn’t help much, 
except to suggest that the car had been 
driven only 6000 miles in the last two 
years, with a total of 38,000 on the clock.’ 


Second opinion 

Hugh Cleary found evidence of extensive 
body works that conflicted with the 
owner’s assurances that no repairs had 


to feel jerky and flustered under 
pressure, the automatic trans- 
mission gives excellent service, but 
check for leaks from the trans- 
mission-fluid heat exchanger (oil 
cooler) in the bottom tank of the 
radiator. The manual gearbox is 
also strong and dependable, but 
the clutch will need replacing 
every 20,000 miles or so. Check 
for signs of wear and slipping. 
Vibration may signal out-of- 
balance transmission—possibly 
the propshaft—or faulty wheel 
balance. Rear hub bearings and 


drive shafts require renewal every 
two to three years. Listen for 
knocks—audible with low-gear 
on/off jerks of the accelerator. 

Check the suspension for leaks 
and age deterioration of all 
dampers, and examine rubber 
bush mountings for wear. Knock- 
ing and slackness on bumps sug- 
gest general wear in suspension 
joints, which will require renewal. 
Uneven tyre wear often means 
steering ball-joint wear: check 
treads carefully, and make sure 
that all the tyres (including the 


spare) are sound—vital on heavy, 
fast cars such as these. Expect 
power-assisted steering to lack 
‘feel’ and be prepared for some 
‘hiss’ from the system on full 
locks; excessive squeaks and 
squeals, however, indicate that 
the power steering has been 
strained, which will also result in 
leaks and drive-belt wear. Check 
the fluid pipes for seepages, and 
ensure reservoir level is correct. 

Long pedal travel, poor, 
unbalanced performance and 
scored discs will result from a 


neglected braking system, and a 
pulsating pedal indicates warped 
or distorted discs. Check for final- 
drive oil leaks spraying onto, and 
contaminating, the rear inboard 
brakes. Examine brake fluid for 
cleanliness and correct level, and 
ensure that hoses and pipelines 
are not age-cracked or corroded. 

Give the electrics a thorough 
check—lamps, warning lights and 
so on—and ensure that all the 
switches work properly, particu- 
larly those for the heated rear 
window and fuel-tank cross-over. 
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SECONDHAND REVIEW 
been undertaken. Other faults were more 
familiar—the engine needed a tune-up, 
the spare tyre was punctured, and, despite 
power assistance, a distinct pull to the 
left could be felt in the steering. The last 
problem was a holed exhaust junction 
pipe that let gases blow noisily through. 
The price was certainly on the low side, 
but the AA’s man advised caution: ‘The 
obvious discrepancy between what the 
owner told us and what I could see made 
me uneasy. Frankly, I just couldn’t under- 
stand how the body had been damaged.’ 


Ray Ward eventually decided that all the 
cars were too costly for him and bought 
what he described as ‘a banger’: for 
£1700, he found himself a 1974 Daimler 
Sovereign 2.8 with 83,000 miles on it. 

‘Obviously it was shabby,’ said Ray, ‘but 
it wasn’t bad. I noticed scratches on the 
paint, and rust behind the headlamps; and 
there was a judder when the car pulled 
away, but I wasn’t alarmed by that as I’d 
encountered it before—it’s a propshaft 
fault that should be reasonably cheap. 

‘The gearbox, steering and brakes 
worked well, and if I spend £500 I'll have 
a good runabout. I knowI’m taking arisk, 
but it was a bargain and it should prove 
cheap to sort out. Time will tell...’ 


Second opinion 
Cleary estimated that the ‘banger’ needed 
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£400-worth of servicing and repairs, which 
made it a reasonable purchase. ‘Of all the 
cars we looked at, I considered this to be 
the best, despite its high mileage. In fact, 
I prefer a car that has a high mileage, and 
runs well, to a low-mileage model with 
mediocre performance.’ 

Mechanical wear was minimal—thanks, 
Cleary thought, to a high proportion of 
motorway-cruising miles. Apart from 
excessive valve clearances, the engine was 
healthy, and the automatic gear change 
behaved well in spite of a hefty oil leak. 

The steering pulled to the left, and the 
pattern of tyre wear indicated worn ball- 
joints on the offside front. All other prob- 
lems were cosmetic, such as rust at the top 
of both front wings. 


Ray’s evident experience of long-in-the- 
tooth Jaguars had helped him track down 
a prize that many a bargain-hunter would 
have missed, for his best-buy was heavily 
camouflaged by layers of road grime. Any 
less-expert punter, however, would be 
advised to take an engineer along, or his 
‘cat’ Daimler might just bite back ... 


The Search in the South 

Peter Pearson couldn’t wait to find his 
longed-for Jag, and, even before DRIVE’s 
engineer arrived, he had looked hard at a 
Jaguar XJ6 4.2—a 1973 model priced at 
£2175. ‘It was advertised as having 54,000 


WRAL E LEAL AES OLE CEE eR 


POLAROID* 


rio 


B 


miles on the clock,’ said Peter, ‘but I 
noticed that it was actually 56,000. The 
dealer said he’d been using it himself... 

‘The car had a clean and quiet engine. 
The salesman took me for a ride and 
accelerated to 70mph in seconds to show 
me what it could do. I didn’t see any rust, 
though the interior was showing wear.’ 

Sadly, the car was sold before Peter 
could make up his mind, so, when AA 
engineer Bernard Tasker arrived on the 
scene, the search was renewed. 

First stop was a flat in Esher, Surrey, to 
see what sort of Daimler Sovereign 4.2 
could be acquired for £1695. The answer 
was a 1972 model with 86,000 recorded 
miles and a host of problems. It was 
certainly not up to winning-over a Lancia 
owner... 


Second opinion 

Peter’s choice looked very dowdy indeed, 
and, on closer inspection, Bernard Tasker 
noted that many areas had been poorly 
resprayed. He discovered a wealth of 
filler in the front wings, chromework was 
rusty, and the driver’s footwell was wet; 
staining around the rear screen showed 
further evidence of a water leak. The near- 
side front shock-absorber mounting was 
cracking and rusted—although, in fair- 
ness, the owner offered to pay for its repair 
if the purchase went ahead. 

Tick-over was far from smooth, and, by 
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shorting-out each plug in turn, Tasker 
tracked the fault to the number three 
cylinder. It might only have had a dirty 
plug . . . but it could have been expensive 
valve or piston troubles. On the road, 
noise from the valve gear was exceeded 
only by an alarming screech from the 
fan and steering-pump belts, which had 
stopped moving. The owner declared that 
‘a drop of oil’ would stop the belts’ racket. 
Quite right—but it wouldn’t have started 
them moving! 

A sonorous knocking from the rear was 
symptomatic of a worn suspension 
fulcrum joint, while an ominous clunking 


‘Peabody is a perfectionist...’ 


from the power steering suggested expen- 
sive repairs to. the rack. Tasker’s con- 
clusion? ‘Its condition was typical of a 
neglected car. Not one that I would 
recommend.’ 


His confidence shaken, Peter Pearson 
nonetheless pressed on. A 1973 Jaguar 
XJ6 4.2, with 48,000 recorded miles, for 
£2495 looked a much better proposition. 
Peter was impressed: ‘It was the only car 
in the garage that didn’t have a disclaimer 
notice pasted over the odometer—in fact, 
it had previously been owned by the 
garage’s solicitor. The only puzzle was 
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why the air-conditioning system had been 
taken out. No one seemed able to explain 
its disappearance.’ 


Second opinion 

Before Bernard Tasker started the engine, 
the dealer pointed out that he was about 
to fit a new timing chain. Certainly it 
clattered, but otherwise the engine was 
healthy. The front carburettor’s piston 
damper had blown out—a cheaper repair 
than the crack in the top corner of the 
radiator that the AA man quickly spotted. 
The missing air-conditioning bothered 
Tasker, too: ‘The compressor pump had 
been removed, and the fluid pumps left 
hanging. The dealer didn’t have much of 
an explanation, simply saying that the 
previous owner “didn’t want the luxury 
of air-conditioning” and that he didn’t 
want to fit another system. If it wasn’t for 
that, I would have advised Mr Pearson to 
buy the Jag, subject to a fuller examina- 
tion. I’m always suspicious of cars that 
have been modified, especially when a 
valuable item has been removed.’ 


At this point Peter Pearson gave up look- 
ing for his dream Jaguar—and bought his 
dream house instead. All his available 
cash was poured into the move, though he 
remains keen on the idea of owning a big 
‘cat’. The dealers of Surrey may well be 
seeing him again... ROBERT OXFORD 


Crash, bang, wallop, what a picture! 


NOTHING could be simpler to use to capture unforgettable 
‘moments on summer outings this year than the Polaroid 1000 
Instant Land camera. Its 3+in-square full-colour pictures appear 
in seconds—no focusing, no cranking nor winding, just press a 
button and the camera does the rest. Outdoors, aim and shoot 
from 4ft to infinity, and the motorised film pack—powered by a 
tiny battery that comes built-in with the film—will deliver a 


superb definition up to 8ft. At only £24.95, this DRIVE Special 
Offer must be one of the bargains of the year. For with the 
camera (which is protected by a three-year warranty) come a 
10-frame pack of fade-resistant film, a 10-shot flashbar and a 
Tin-by-4+in-by-54in soft, black vinyl case and carrying strap— 
all together worth more than £30. Fill in the coupon, and send 
it with cheque or PO payable to the AA. The offer, available 
only to readers in Gt Britain and N Ireland, closes 30 Sept. 


‘who, in the past year, has given 
| DRIVE’s front covers their very 
special style and appeal. Follow 
his 10-point guide to better 
pictures, and your summer 
successes with our super Polaroid 
1000 will make you the family 
favourite... 


John Perkins is the photographer 
| 


1 J wish I had my camera How 
many times have you (and I) said 
that, and bitterly regretted the 
fact that it was hanging in the 
cupboard at home? The more you 
have your camera with you, the 
more often you will use it—and 
the better your pictures will 
| become. 

2 Think... pictures We all want to 
capture the truly memorable 
moments in life. Be ready to use 
/ your camera, swiftly, wherever 
you may be. 

3 What's the light like? Squint at 
the world through half-closed 
_ eyes before you look through the 
camera’s viewfinder, and you'll 
have an idea of how your picture 
will turn out. Soft daylight usually 


‘picture every lisec. Indoors, the flashbar attachment gives 
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allows better overall print quality. 
If you are in suntan-weather, try 
to stay in the sun OR the shadows, 
otherwise your prints will tend 
to be soot-and-whitewash, with 
bleached-out highlights, or black 
and shadowy without detail. 

4 Get in close Stay near to the 
action in front of the lens—not 
five miles down the road from it. 
The closer you are to what’s going 
on, the more involved you will be. 
Try taking one step forward, not 
two steps back. 

5 Choose your angle Don’t always 
stand upright . . . and get the 
boring, obvious shot. Crouch 
down occasionally, or stand up 
on a wall or a chair. Vary the 
camera angle interestingly. 

6 Choose your moment Before tak- 
ing a picture, always RELAX and 
snap at the decisive time—when 
the action, the smile, the light is 
at its best. 

7 A gentle squeeze More pictures 
are blurred by camera-shake than 
by poor-quality lenses. It really is 
important to hold the camera 
comfortably, and to squeeze the 


DRIVE Camera Offer 


NB You don't have to cut out this coupon, and if you don't please print a// the same 
details jn the same order on a plain sheet of paper or postcard 


Name 
(BLOCK CAPITALS, PLEASE) 


Address 


Please send me_________ Polaroid 1000 Instant Land Camera(s) 


| enclose my cheque/postal order for £ 


To: AA Mail Order Department, PO Box 50 


shutter release gently and evenly. 
8 Learn from your mistakes Look 
carefully at your pictures, and 
especially at those that don’t come 
out successfully. Try to work out 
what went wrong, and avoid 
making the same mistake twice. 

9 Experiment, experiment Break 
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the ‘rules’ now and then. Do your 
own thing, and see what happens. 
Some of the best pictures are the 
results of experimentation. 

10 Don’t get disheartened Photo- 
graphy is an art form. And artists 
don’t learn it all overnight—or 
even on a weekend in Widnes. 


CAR TESTS . 


Hatchbacks may be handy, but nothing swallows a month’s 
shopping quite like an estate... 


Mazda 1400 estate 


When Japan launched its motor- 
ised invasion of Britain, Mazda 
cars were among the first wave. 
Six years later, their maker, Toyo 
Kogyo, ranks third-equal among 
the giants back home—but has 
still to create a yen for its products 
over here. 

Learning from its ill-fated rotary 
engine days, Toyo now trades on 
Eurocar styling rather than 
mechanical novelty in its 323 
hatchback range, and the new 
Mazda 1400 estate extends the 
idea—literally. Seven inches and 
a full-length tailgate have been 
grafted onto the 323’s tail, making 
a five-door, keenly priced rival to 
the three-door offerings of Austin 
and Ford. 

Against such established names, 
can the 1400 open more doors for 
Mazda as well? 


How it goes 

While there’s only one size of 
engine offered on the estate, it is 
the largest in the 323 range—a 
1415cc overhead-cam unit driving 
the rear wheels, as in Mazda’s 
sporty SP hatchback. It’s an 
obedient starter from cold, though 
the spark of life needs nurturing 
with generous doses of choke or 
the engine shivers noticeably for 
its first few miles. 

In return for time to warm-up, 
the estate makes amends with a 
performance more suited to a 
thoroughbred than a workhorse. 
Despite its weight and size handi- 
caps, DRIVE’s test car clipped up 
to two seconds off our through- 
the-gears and top-gear accelera- 
tion times for the lively 1300cc 
Mazda hatchback we tested a year 
ago. Pit it against the more 
powerful Austin Allegro 1500 
estate and it’s still a one-horse 
race—the Mazda covers 0—60mph 
2.4sec faster at 14.2sec. It’s a 
product not just of amore efficient 
engine but also of the Mazda’s 
smooth clutch and slick gear shift, 
plus well-chosen intermediate 
gear ratios that enable third to 
pull well past the motorway speed 
limit. For drivers with a lazy left 
arm, there’s a fourth gear capable 
of delivering punchy overtaking 
bursts that would be very accept- 
able even in a lighter and more 
sleek saloon. 

Our 323 hatchback test of 1978 
complained about rough running 
at low speeds and of a drone that 
built up in the 50—65mph cruising 
range. It’s something of an 
achievement that Toyo Kogyo has 
managed to moderate both faults 
in the estate’s more cavernous 
body, but its overall noise level 
—and axle whine in particular— 
is disappointing compared to 
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such domestic rivals as Ford’s 
Escort, and tends to discourage 
spirited driving. 

The test car took exception to 
the recommended diet of 2-star 
fuel; 3-star is essential to prevent 
pinking—especially when the 
estate is hauling a full load. The 
fuel penalty for the extra luggage 
space and power compared to its 
1300ce stablemate is a mere 3mpg 
increase overall. While 284mpg is 
mediocre for motorway cruising, 
our car rarely drank any faster. 
no matter how hard it was pushed. 
A little restraint of the right foot 
was rewarded with 40mpg on 
longer trips, and the average from 
our 1000-mile test was 334mpg— 
which stands favourable compari- 
son with most of the Mazda’s 
rivals. Long-distance drivers will 
have to be patient at the pumps, 
however; the estate swallows its 
last 14gal only a sip at a time, so 
a hasty refueller could find the 
10gal tank’s effective range 
reduced to eight by the time the 
fuel gauge nudges ‘E’. The filler 
cap is a crude affair, too, but it is 
hidden by a lockable flap. 

To cope with the increased pay- 
load, the estate has semi-elliptic 
(cart) springs on the rear, where 
the hatchback uses coils. It’s an 
unusual move—with predictable 
results: Mazda’s normally tranquil 
ride deteriorates, particularly at 
low speeds, into a harsh and 
unyielding canter; and the body 
can set up a disquieting sideways 
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At-a-glance 


DRIVE’s verdict on the Mazda 
1400 estate, taking into 
consideration its rivals, its price 
and what kind of car it's meant 
to be 


Out of five 
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sway that occasionally helps to 
deflect the car off its course 
through a bumpy bend. Ulti- 
mately, and in contrast to the 
super-safe hatchback, Mazda’s 

1400 estate can be induced to 
swing its tail out of line by a 
driver who charges into a corner 
and then thinks better of it... 

Owners may be discouraged 
from approaching these handling 
limits by the Mazda’s steering 
system: lighter and more sensitive 
than most Japanese recirculating- 
ball mechanisms, it still fails to 
give sufficient sense of command 
for lively driving. Its vagueness 
compared with rack-and-pinion 
designs is most noticeable in 
crosswinds, when frequent correc- 
tions are required to assure the 
driver of astraight course. Around 
town, the system redeems itself, 
with tight turning circles and gear- 
ing that make light of parking- 
bay musical-chairs. 

Despite the aid of servo- 
assistance, the test car’s brakes 
produced their best stop only in 
answer to a hefty 110lb stamp on 
the pedal—right off our chart! It 
could be argued that such a 
massive effort lessens the danger 
of wheels locking under panic 
braking . . . but we can imagine 
some drivers failing to muster the 
required muscle in an emergency. 
Under normal conditions the disc/ 
drum system performs quite 
adequately, biting in smooth pro- 
gression with the pedal’s pressure, 
and recovering promptly from 
bouts of hard use. 


Inside story 

Our testers were immediately 
impressed by the front seats’ 
sensible shape and support, the 
good range of legroom adjust- 
ment, and the driver’s excellent 
viewpoint—rare virtues all in an 
Oriental. As usual, the Mazda’s 
main controls are considerately 
designed to make the least pos- 
sible demands of the driver, with 
steering wheel, gear shift and 
pedals falling easily to hand and 
foot. 

Most Japanese cars are aimed to 
impress instantly in the show- 
room, so it’s surprising to find this 
Mazda’s list of standard features 
is no longer than many a home- 
made _ rival’s—no_ radio is 
included, for example. Instru- 
ments are rudimentary but neat, 
and clearly visible behind the two- 
spoke wheel, with a row of 
warning lamps ranged vertically 
between the main speedometer 
and water/fuel-gauge dials. The 
majority of minor controls are 
built into two column-mounted 
stalks—indicators, two-speed 
wipe with screenwash and main 
beam combined on the right, lights 
on the left. Old-fashioned and 
unilluminated push-pull switches 
on the facia operate the heated 
rear screen and its wash-wipe— 
standard on the estate. Much to 


MAZDA 1400 ESTATE 


Front engine: 1415cc/4cyl, OHC (chain); 
one twin-venturi carb; 7Obhp at 5700rpm 
Rear drive: 4 gears; 1 7mph/1000rpm 
Suspension: front—ind MacPherson struts, 
coil springs, anti-roll bar; rear—leaf-sprung 
live axle, telescopic dampers 

Steering: recirculating-ball, 4 turns/ 

294ft circle; 44 wheels, 155/80 R 18 radie 
Brakes: servoed discs front/drums rear 


Parts/repairs (inc VAT) 

clutch £48.39 (fitting 2.2hr) 

exhaust £62.97 (O.6hr) 

headlamp unit £9.05 (O.3hr) 

front bumper £49.44 (0.3hr) 
laminated windscreen £43.14 (2.6hr) 


oil filter and points £5.65 (O 4hr) 
major service 12,000 miles (av. 3.5hr) 


peryear  permile 
Running costs £632 5.26p 
Loss of value £210 1.756 
Total depreciation £927 CLZD 
Insurance group 4/5 provisiona 


THE RIVALS CLOCK IN 


Austin Allegro 1500S estate 


Chrysler Alpine GL 
Renault 12TL estate 


Subaru DL estate 


VW Golf GLS 1460 * 
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Hepworths 


John Perkins 
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the delight of one’ conservative 
DRIVE tester, this new car has a 
novel site for the horn button... 
in the centre of the steering-wheel 
boss. 

All four doors open wide, but 
access for the less-agile to the 
back seat is hampered by narrow 
door apertures, intrusive wheel- 
arches and prominent sills. The 
thin-looking backrest looks unin- 
viting, but closer acquaintance 
proves it well-angled and com- 
fortable, with acceptable stretch- 
ing room, and more generous 
headroom than in the 323 hatch- 
back. 

The backrest’s slim profile is 
explained by the Mazda’s method 
of converting into an estate: the 
rear seat cushion stays in place 
while simple trigger releases 
unlatch either or both halves of 


the split backrest for folding 
down. It’s a speedy conversion 
that can allow one rear-seat 


passenger to ride beside a long 
load, but the design does expose 
the rear of the front seats to jolts 
from sliding luggage. 


With the back seat in use, 


luggage space is reasonable fora 
small estate, but folding it results 
in a 564in-long carpeted cargo 
platform, with no rear sill to 
hinder loading and few intrusions 
into the load area. The tailgate 


can be unlatched without a key 
(beware of road grime around the 
handle), and it’s assisted upwards 
by two gas-filled struts, though 
not up enough to allow loaders 
to forget about avoiding its shar- 
per edges... 

It’s a novel experience for DRIVE 
to complain about a Japanese car 
heater, but the main fault of the 
Mazda estate’s is that it’s speed 
sensitive; the faster you go the 
hotter it gets. Two clearly marked 
sliders make it easy to adjust and 
regulate the flow, but, at slow 
speeds in cold weather, the 
booster fan’s help is frequently 
needed. Fresh-air vents are not 
linked to the fan, having sufficient 
ram flow at more than town 
driving speeds, and demisting is 
prompt if the flow is not shared 
between floor and screen. Electric 
screen heating does help at the 
back, but the indispensible rear 
wash-wipe mechanism clears only 
half the screen—and it’s the 
wrong half. 

Our main criticism on the safety 
front is the lack of roof padding, 
notably along the top screen rail. 
On the credit side, however, 
Mazda’s_ child-proof rear-door 
locks are still an unusual Japanese 
feature, and the standard lami- 
nated screen and front head 
restraints are welcome. 


Living together 

Bituminous underbody sealant is 
scantily applied, but Mazda has 
tried harder to design corrosion 
out of the estate. Galvanised steel 
is used in vulnerable areas, and 
layers of plastic are applied 
wherever water or the joining of 
dissimilar metals might cause 
corrosion problems. It’s a good 
first line of defence that the owner 
can always reinforce with a 
proprietary rust-proofing treat- 
ment. 

Paint is well finished, and the 
test car’s chrome plating was the 
best yet on a Mazda. Bumpers 
look sturdy, with rubber inserts 
and wrap-round wing protectors, 
and the smooth exterior lines of 
the estate, plus minimal trim and 
sturdy cloth upholstery, make 
valeting easy. 

Home mechanics will love 
Mazda’s utterly orthodox 
engineering. The chain-driven 
overhead-cam engine retains con- 
ventional rockers for easy adjust- 
ment, there’s plenty of working 
room in the orderly engine bay, 
and there’s even a set of tools 
supplied. Mazda dealers are as yet 
a rare breed, but with such a 
straightforward car we can’t 
imagine many garages turning 
Mazda owners away. 

To date, the insurance companies 
have not decided into which group 
the Mazda will slot. We suspect 
that it could be as high as 4 or S— 
two groups higher than most 
domestic rivals. 


Verdict 

Family men among our testers 
learnt to like the Mazda as value- 
for-money transport. In exchange 
for the versatility of five doors in 
a body that’s as roomy and better 
constructed than, for example, the 
costlier two-door Allegro 1500S 
estate, they were prepared to live 
with the Mazda’s less-acceptable 
ride and noise qualities. Above all, 
when the family and the freezer 
food are unloaded, there’s a 
chance to enjoy 4-star engine per- 
formance for the price of 3-star 
fuel. If Toyo Kogyo can refine the 
estate’s few faults, the Mazda 
1400 will more than meet the every- 
day needs of many private buyers. 


All measurements in inches 


kerbweight 17;cwt 
overall length 13ft lin 
overall width 5ft Sin 
overall height 4ft 8in 


ijlitre estate-car tests continue on page 56 with the Austin Allegro 1500S 
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Denise 
Bewsy told DRIVE. ‘The minute I 
got in, I felt happy. The driving 
position is excellent; the instru- 
ment panel’s clear and easy to 
read; and I liked all those warning 
lights in one row. The Mazda is 


‘A fabulous little car,’ 


very nippy compared to the 
Allegro, making you feel that 
there’s still plenty to come, even 
at 60mph in third. The steering may 
be light, but I didn’t find it any 
less positive than the Allegro’s. 
Although I prefer the look of 
Mazda’s hatchback, the estate’s 
tailgate is generously big. In fact 
the whole car gives the impression 
of being nicely put-together, even’ 
down to the way the carpet fits. For 
my money, the Mazda is streets 
ahead of the Allegro.’ 

Allegro-fancier Fred Pocock had 
his allegiance sorely tried by the 
Mazda: ‘It looks very neat. The 
switchgear may be a bit old- 
fashioned, but it works well. I 
didn’t like the tartan upholstery— 
it feels thin, and, as I often have 
keys on my belt they could rip the 
cloth. There’s plenty of kneeroom 
for the driver, though, and lots of 
storage space, too. And, while it 
may be a rather noisy car, it is a 
nice noise...” 

Estate-car owner Andrew Perry 
was unusually enthusiastic: ‘It’s 
the best car I have driven in years,’ 
he declared. ‘It’s even better than 
the VW Scirocco, thanks to a 
fantastic gearbox. Fourth is a little 
disappointing—I felt it needed an 
overdrive gear—but third is 
fabulous. Yes, the engine is noisy, 
but it’s an acceptable noise and 
seems to fit the car’s lively 
character. I'd certainly consider 
buying it—or can I hang on to this 
one?’ 

DRIVE’s Bob Oxford had to bite 
his tongue: ‘Everyday drivers often 
disagree with professional testers 
when it comes to Japanese cars: 
let’s just say that I’m surprised our 
Everyman team could be so critical 
of the Allegro and then ignore the 
Mazda’s obvious failings in ride 
comfort . . . I liked the Allegro 
more and the Mazda less as I 
clocked-up the miles in both; but, 
as short test drives are the norm 
for a private car buyer, it seems to 
be quite obvious which of these two 
handy, 14litre estates is going to 
appeal to the public.’ 


Views to air? Tell DRIVE 
about your motoring and 


what it means to you. 
You can_ send letters 
for publication—unstamped 
—via DRIVE Directory, 
FREEPOST, Basingstoke, 
Hampshire RG21 2EA 


Faulty Fords 
Since 1973, I have owned one 
1600ce and two 2litre Ford 
Cortinas—and replaced six cam- 
shafts at roughly 20,000-mile 
intervals. The latest, a 1976 2000E, 
had a new camshaft at 21,000, 
and another only 10,000 miles and 
six months later. 

It is deplorable that Ford can 
turn out models such as these with 
built-in defects. True, the parts 
/are getting cheaper, but is this 
because of the high turnover? 

S J Tirrell 
' Hackney, London 


Radar ‘guns’ 

I was interested in your comments 
on hand-held radar equipment 
(March-April issue). As the 
agents for Muniquip T3 equip- 
_ ment—the principal hand-held 
_unit operated by British police 
_ forces—we welcome tests carried 
-out by an independent authority. 
It was for this reason that we 
' cooperated with the Automobile 


be subjected to tests. 

We find it strange that the AA 
has not published that consult- 
ant’s report, but has made refer- 
ences to the fact that it throws 
- some doubt on the accuracy of the 
equipment. Would it not bein the 
interests of members of the Asso- 
_ ciation if such a report were to be 
_ published? 

Should the AA not be satisfied 
that its own consultant performed 
a thorough test on the equipment, 


: 


Association by providing a set to. 


we should be willing to cooperate 
again in submitting the Muniquip 
T3 to a programme of tests by an 
independent authority—on the 
condition that the results were 
made public. 

A Sedgwick 

Universal Autopayment, Kent 
The AA believes that the time may 
not be too far distant when it is 
called on to support the defence of 
a member, or members, in court, 
and to challenge the way in which 
radar-trap ‘guns’ and suchlike have 
been used. This is why the report, 
currently in its hands, has not been 
published.—Editor. 


The good, news 

We were delighted to read 
our mention in your Time 
Out feature (DRIVE March— 
April), although we do rather 
wonder what is meant by ‘a more 
restricted menu’. Incidentally, the 
cost of lunch for two is not from 
£15—it’s from £5. 

T S Harvey 

The Lowman Restaurant 
Tiverton, Devon 

In fact, we meant a restricted ala 
carte menu compared to the choice 
offered in the evening.—Editor. 


Venerable bug 

I bought my 1969 VW Beetle 1300 
six years ago, with 33,000 miles 
on the clock. I have now done 
over 110,000 miles and have never 
touched the engine or gearbox. 
One of the original tyres is still on, 
and I have only just replaced 
another. The car has never failed 
to start and never broken down. 
Pete Heed, 

Barking, Essex 

‘Sounds great,’ says AA technical 
services head Doug Houston, ‘and 
it’s probably a comment more on 
Mr Heed’s driving than on his car. 
But I'd suggest that a nine-year- 
old tyre is likely to have deteriorated 
from age, if not wear.’ 
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Tell us your worst multi-store. 
carpark tales, we asked DRIVE 
readers in January, and we’ll 
pay fivers for the best. Well, 
who’d have thought so many of 
you needed fivers... 


CHELMSFORD, Essex 
I parked my Beetle alongside a 
concrete pillar in Chelmsford, 
allowing maximum room for 
another car to use the neighbour- 
ing space without boxing me in, 
and went shopping with my wife. 
We were back within 15 minutes 
—to find a large Vauxhall as close 
to our car as it is possible to get 
without touching. I waited 10 
minutes for the other driver to 


return, 


but—no_ sign of him. 

Determined to extricate my car, 
I eased myself across the Vaux- 
hall’s bonnet and, unlocking and 
opening the Beetle’s door to its 
maximum (a mere 4in), I slowly 
wriggled myself into a contor- 
tionist crouch. Then, with face 
pressed flat against the side 
window, I managed to reach the 
window winder with the tips of 
my. first and second fingers and 
lower the glass. 

Now I could climb into the car 
horizontally; I decided on the 
head - down- on- the- passenger- 
seat approach so that I could roll 
over into the driving seat, but, 
alas, I had reckoned without our 
pet labrador whom we had left in 
the back of the car. With one 
bound, he leaped into the front to 
welcome me, just as I was propel- 
continued on page 64 


> GOING FOR BROKERS 
Traffic Act cover in the period until the 
new certificate of insurance arrives. With- 
out that proof, you are driving illegally. 
What about blatant fiddling? John 
Smeaton is quite candid: ‘I’ve seen it 
happen. An insurance agent deliberately 
-under-quotes to make his deal sound 
attractive, then goes back to the client 
: when the papers come through and 
announces that the insurer has put up his 
rates. It’s a common complaint, though 
it doesn’t always mean that the agent is 
a rogue. He may have mis-quoted due to 
inexperience, or not reading the up-to- 
date rate charts.’ 
Inflating the price is something else. 
“Yes, that happens too,’ admits Smeaton. 
There are, he points out, some circum- 
stances in which a broker could justifiably 
ask a client for a fee—if he were being 
“asked to recover uninsured losses, for 


a 


example, or if the client constantly 
changed vehicles. ‘This should always be 
made quite clear,’ he says. “The broker 
should show the fee and the premium 
separately, and make sure the client is 
aware of it before he gets the bill.’ But 
there are, BIBA knows, brokers who like 
their bread buttered on both sides, who 
take their commission and a fee without 
the customer realising. 

The BIA doesn’t like this, either. ‘We 
don’t have the power to say that brokers 
cannot inflate a premium but, to us, it 
amounts to dishonesty,’ says Ted Dew- 
bury. ‘We would expect an insurer to 
cancel an agency if he found such a thing 
happening.’ 

It’s a remedy that any insurance com- 
pany has. It chooses who sells its policies, 
and can cancel agencies at any time. 
Which raises the whole question of 
responsibility . . . with the insurer on one 


hand, the insured on the other, and the 
intermediary in the centre. 

When the Insurance Brokers (Registra- 
tion) Act was being drawn up, it was 
suggested in many quarters that com- 
panies should be held responsible for the 
actions of their agents, rather than wash 
their hands of mistakes and leave 
motorists to sort out muddles. John 
Smeaton would still like to see this as 
law, as a kind of ‘second stage’ of the 
Registration Act. 

DRIVE agrees: it would be logical. A 
policy for insurance is drawn up between 
the insurer and the insured, and the final 
responsibility for getting the policy right 
should remain between the two parties. 
If insurance companies choose to use 
agents as middlemen, then they should 
ensure that their interests are properly 
represented. Failing that, cases like 
McNealy’s will continue to occur. 
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CAR TESTS | 


Among the Britons facing the challenge of the Orient’ S 
express Saat BL’s Allegro 1500S has a suspension plus 


Talk to some ‘any ers about the 


finer points of car performance, 
ride and handling and they’ll reply 
with a vacant expression. Such 
qualities don’t head the shopping 
list of the buyer who wants only a 
motorised wheelbarrow to cart 
some bricks or his latest auction- 
room bargain. 

For too long, such drivers have 
suffered stiffly sprung, echoing 
‘stretched saloons’ in the belief 
that it’s all part of the price to be 
paid for an estate car’s extra 
inches. But why should comfort 
and cargo capacity be mutually 
exclusive, when Citroen’s com- 
plex suspension system has proved 
that they’re not? 

DRIVE turned to Austin’s un- 
conventionally sprung Allegro 
1500S estate in a search for home- 
grown space and comfort. 


How it goes - 
Austin’s answer to _ foreign 
sophisti-cars is a 1485cc trans- 
verse engine, with an overhead 
camshaft, driving the front wheels 
—impressive-looking on paper if 
not exactly built for get-up-and- 
go. DRIVE’s test car choked-and- 
churned into early-morning life, 
and even with a thermostatic cool- 
ing fan took a mile to warm up. 

Driven with restraint, this big- 
gest-engined Allegro estate can 
be very economical indeed, our 
test car averaging 34impg over 
1000 miles. Short commuter trips 
cut the figure to 284mpg; but the 
fifth gear is worthwhile for the 
economy-minded 70mph motor- 
ist, who will see 3lmpg. The tank 
is easy to fill if you take the last 
gallon gently, and 330 miles 
between petrol stops is possible. 
The test car, however, had a weak- 
ness for oil—a pint per 500 miles. 

Many rivals with smaller engines 
can show the Allegro a thing or 
two about performance—it strug- 
gles to reach 90mph in overdrive 
fifth, and 92mph in fourth; 0—60 
mph in 16.6sec was the best we 
could manage with little help 
from an unwilling gear shift, anda 
top-gear 30-SOmph time of 15.1 
sec will force most owners to 
change down for overtaking. 

Four years ago, DRIVE com- 
plained about the Allegro’s “‘pud- 
dingy’ gearbox: the fifth-fourth 
change was difficult to make, the 
lever was inclined to baulk at first 
gear, and it was easy to ‘lose’ 
reverse. On the evidence of our 
latest test car, things have not 
improved, and the transmission 
must rate as the car’s least-happy 
feature. The clutch is light and 
smooth, but couldn’t cope with a 
1-in-3 hill restart. 

Compared to some convention- 


56 


ally-sprung estates, the Allegro 
rides most types of road like a 
magic carpet, even though its 
Hydragas suspension falls short 
of perfection. It’s good in theory 
—replace springs and dampers 
with four gas-and-fluid-filled “dis- 
placers’ that soak up shocks 
simply by compressing their con- 
tents, and compensate for bumps 
and thumps. by _ ‘plumbing 
together’ the nearside and offside 
pairs—but, as our testers dis- 
covered while crashing over 
sunken manhole covers and bob- 
bing along undulating roads, 
something is lacking... 

Perhaps the system is too slow to 
react; perhaps it cannot keep ‘in 
step’ with the frequency of some 
road surface waves; either way, 
something could be learnt from 
Citroen. But if you enjoy a soft, 
bouncy ride, you'll love it. 

Handling is always safe, for, 
even on a wet bend, the car refuses 
to wag its tail. With the power on, 
it displays a desire to press straight 
on, but cutting the throttle is 
all that’s required to restore con- 
trol. Steering is direct, if heavy, 
and with the familiar lack of 
‘feel’ around the straight-ahead 
position. In some ways it’s less 
satisfactory than Japan’s much- 
criticised recirculating-ball designs. 

DRIVE maintains that British 
brake systems are world-beaters, 
and the Allegro’s servo-ed disc/ 
drum combination certainly 
doesn’t let the side down. Pro- 


HOW GOOD 
At-a-glance 

DRIVE's verdict on the Allegro 
1500S estate, taking into 
consideration its rivals, its price 
and what kind of car it's meant 
to be 

Out of five 
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gressive in action, efficient and 
unaffected by heat and water, 
the brakes pleased our testers— 
once they got used to the slightly 
dead pedal response. 


Inside story 

Tall drivers bemoan the shortage 
of legroom, and shorties find the 
seat cushion too low for good 
vision. No tester complained of 
backache in the soft, shapeless 
front seats, but they didn’t 
enthuse, either . . . While pedal 
positioning is good, the gear lever 
is a stretch away; the layout of 
minor switchgear can be mystify- 
ing; and the wipers seem set-up 
neither for right- nor lefthand 
drive. 

Steering column stalks are bor- 
rowed from Tfiumph’s parts ‘bin’, 
and their siting makes the 
Allegro an odd car out in Europe: 
contrary to EEC requests for 
standardised control-stalk lay- 
outs, the Allegro offers indicators 
on the right of the column (which 
helps a driver to signal and to 
change gear simultaneously), and 
two-speed wipers with wash plus 
flick-wipe facilities on the left. 

Being a Special variant of the 
Allegro range, DRIVE’s estate car 
featured a clock alongside the 
speedometer, flanked by smaller 
fuel and water-temperature 
gauges. Warning lights, however, 
are kept to a minimum (four), and 
there is nothing to warn of an 
applied handbrake or forgotten 
choke. Modern rocker switches 
control hazard flashers and the 
rear screen’s wash-wipe, while an 
older variety is used for the lights 
and rear screen heater—all scat- 
tered around the facia, and all 
hard to find in the dark. A cigar 
lighter is a standard feature, but 
not so our test car’s Unipart 
radio. 

Austin is right in saying that 
estate cars do not have to creak 
and rattle, but our Allegro had a 
number of unwanted noises 
emanating from the facia and the 
rear of the car. 

Entry to the rear seat is eased by 
the front seats sliding forward as 
they’re tilted—clever, but no 
substitute for four doors, which 
Allegro estates do not offer. (The 
extraction of heavy luggage is so 
much easier when you can open 
the rear side doors and push.) 
Used as a four-seater car, the 
estate does enable rear passengers 
to stretch out, but it’s a pity that 
the seat is so bouncy. 

With the one-piece seatback 
folded, there’s a 58in load plat- 
form, with more space in acom- 
partment under the carpet that 
also contains the spare wheel. 
There’s more oddments space ina 
lockable glovebox, and on front 
and rear shelves. 

Ventilation and heater controls 
are stiff to operate, but heat out- 
put is prolific without need for the 
two-speed fan. Achieving the right 


AUSTIN ALLEGRO 1500S ESTATE 


Front engine: 1485cc/4cyl, OHC (chain); 
one SU carb; 68bhp at 5550rpm 

Front drive: 5 gears; 19mph/1000rpm 
Suspension: front—ind wishbones, 
Hydragas displacers, fluid interconnections 
rear—ind trailing arms Hydragas 
displacers, arch springs 

Steering: rack and pinion, 33 turns/344ft 
circle; 44C wheels, 145 SR13 radials 


Brakes: servoed dis¢s front/drums rear 


Parts/repairs (inc VAT) 

clutch £30.24 (fitting 1.6hr) 
exhaust £28.54 (0.45hr) 
headlamp unit £11.60 (0.45hr) 
front bumper £20.71 (O.7hr) 
laminated windscreen £32 (1hr) 


oil filter and points £3.62 (O.6hr) 
major service 6000 miles (2.95hr) 


per year per mile 
Running costs LOW AR 4 8p 
Loss of value £129 1.07p 
Total depreciation £723 6.02p 


Insurance group a 


THE RIVALS CLOCK IN 


Chrysler Alpine GL 
Mazda 1400 estate 


Renault 12TL estate 
Subaru 1600DL estate 
VW Golf GLS1460 
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FUEL 4-star/97 octane min 
overall consumption 34;mpg 
effective tank range 330 miles/9gal 
Normal range of consumption 
short journey, suburban 

hard driving, heaw traffic 

motorway 3 
mixed roads—brisk, 50mph cruising 354mp 
quiet rural 4 


7Omph cruising 


40Omph cruising 


21mpqa 


max mph 19 


SAFETY CHECKS 0 = factory fitted option 


hazard warning: fitted?Yes 


steering: energy 


Maximum speeds absorbing? Yes interior: well p added? No 
in gears % efficiency (ideal car's braking performance falls front seats: secure w/screen: laminated? O 
within central zone—above, too heavy, below, too light) mounts? Yes doors: crashproof? Yes 
max engine speed Fade test pedal pressure needed for 75% stop head restraint? 0 childproof? Yes 
used 6000rpm; (ideal car would show no variation) front belts: effective? Yes petrol: spillproof? No 
max in top 4 750DepM, AOlb at start; 33lb in constant use; 44lb in severe use convenient? Yes brakes: failsafe? Yes 
standing z mile Watersplash immediate recovery rear belts: fitted? No load sensitive? No 
21.5sec 
FUEL MAXIMUM 30—50MPH OVERALL MAXIMUM TYPICAL STEERING 
ON-ROAD CAPACITY OVERALL SPEED O-—60MPH_ IN TOP BEST STOP LENGTH LEGROOM LEGROOM_ TURNS/ 
__PRICE (£) (CC) (MPG) (MPH) (SEC) (SEC) (% g/I\b) (FT/IN) FRONT (IN) REAR (IN) CIRCLE (FT) 
| 4046 1442 a2 97 14.3 11.9 100/50 helen ety 402 40 4/344 
| 3429 1415 333 90 14.2 10.4 95/110 tee tin Ms 40 343 4/294 
73623 1289 ate 87 16.6 12.4 100 +/90 14’ 53” 40 372 33/334 
| 3455 1595 393 88 Ved 2.5 96/100 13’ OF" 393 354 33/324 
' AQ50 1457 344 96 12.8 10.9 100/50 12! 24" 39 374 31/3232 


John Perkins 


balance can be fiddly, especially 


oversprayed with wax. Box- 


year, no matter how many miles 


: : : EVERYMAN 


at night (the controls are not 
illuminated), and only the front 
door windows open for summer- 
day driving. 


Our test Allegro clearly 
demonstrated the need for a 
standard laminated windscreen: 


the toughened one shattered and 
filled the interior with broken 
glass. (A laminated screen is a 
factory-fitted option, as are head 
restraints.) Hazard flashers are 
fitted as standard, along with dual- 
circuit brakes and anchorage 
points for rear seatbelts; but there 
is minimal interior padding, a 
vulnerable petrol tank and filler, 
and inadequate bumpers. 


Living together 

When rustproofing a car, it is 
sometimes possible to have too 
much of a good thing. Our test 
car’s underbody protection had 
been sa thickly applied to the 
more accessible surfaces of the 
wheelarches that it had split and 
was peeling off. Hard-to-reach 
wing lips were untreated, but 
black plastic shields protected 
the front wheelarches and sills 
from spray and stones. The floor- 
pan gets a bituminous-type com- 
pound applied overall—including 
some masked areas, which are 
revealed later in production and 
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section interiors have a wax 
treatment, but door interiors and 
other more obvious rust-traps 
around the test car’s sidelamps 
had unfortunately been neglected. 

Paintwork we rate as ‘could do 
better’, with poorly finished roof 
gutters and several paint nibs and 
blemishes marring the body. 

Usefully, the cargo platform’s 
carpet can be popped free and 
reversed for carrying dirty loads; 
the rest of the carpeting has to be 
cleaned in situ. 

For a front-wheel-drive car, the 
Allegro offers unrivalled access 
for DIY types, scoring well on our 
engineers’ 22-point accessibility 
checklist. Battery, oil filler, radia- 
tor, master cylinder reservoir, 
clutch adjustment, fuel filler and 
tappet adjustment are all con- 
venient, with only the fuel pump 
and brake pads being hard to 
reach. 

Most accessory shops will have 
everything the Allegro owner 
needs to do his own servicing, and 
Unipart prices for spares are very 
competitive, helping to make the 
Allegro one of the cheapest cars 
to run. 

If it doesn’t run, then there’s 
always Supercover, claimed to be 
the most comprehensive back-up 
service of them all. It’s good fora 


you drive, and includes free mem- 
bership of the Automobile Associ- 
ation to ensure that you always 
reach your destination. 

And if you are still not satisfied, 
then a postcard is supplied with 
every new car that, BL Cars 
advises, should be sent direct to 
top man Michael Edwardes, who 
will ‘make sure the problem is 
solved quickly and efficiently’. 

Depreciation isn’t steep either, 
with secondhand buyers keen to 
buy a name they know, while 
insurance companies acknowledge 
that Allegro owners are safe types 
by awarding a Group 3 rating. 


Verdict 

Cheap to buy, cheap to run and 
roomy for both passengers and lug- 
gage—what more could be asked of 
any estate car? Well, after 1000 
testing miles, we’d have liked 
greater seat comfort to complement 
the Allegro’s more-than-passable 
ride, more hush and more get-up- 
and-go. 

A Marina-style revamp would 
help the Allegro to match sophis- 
ticated foreign rivals such as 
Citroen’s GS range. Tight quality 
control would undoubtedly achieve 
more, since for most car buyers 
reliability rates higher than sheer 
driving excitement... 


kerbweight 18tcwt 
overall length 12ft 11+in 
overall width 6ft 34in 
overall height 4ft 73in 


The Allegro was eclipsed for tw 
of our three amateur testers by the 
instant appeal of the rival Mazda 
1400. Poor workmanship and a 
shortage of doors were the deciding 
factors... 

‘Quite frankly, I don’t think this 
Allegro is worth the money,’ said 
Denise Bewsy. ‘The test car banged 
and rattled, and I didn’t like the 
gearbox at all. About the only 
thing I did like was the steering 
wheel’s proximity to the facia, so 
that you don’t have to look miles 
into the distance to read the instru- 
ments. I see little point in giving 
the clock so much prominence—a 
rev counter would be far more use. 
The carpet looks as though it has 
been cut out with a carving knife, 
and the brakes are the worst I have 
ever encountered on a new car— 
I put my foot down and nothing 
seemed to happen.’ 

Fred Pocock told us that he had 
once considered buying an Allegro 
estate: ‘The seats are very comfort- 
able because you don’t slide around 
on them, the pedals are well 
positioned for my feet, and I 
thought the gear change was good 
—until I tried going in and out of 
fifth. I don’t know what Denise 
means about the brakes—I didn’t 
have any problems. The back seat 
is fine, and there’s plenty of head- 
room there, too; in fact, [ had more 
problems getting into the back of 
the Mazda. For a small vehicle, the 
Allegro has a lot of luggage space.’ 

Andrew Perry made condemna- 
tion of the gearbox unanimous: 
‘The gear shift is wobbly and stiff 
to move, and I found myself looking 
at the clock instead of the 
speedometer. And two doors only 
on an estate are a disadvantage 
when it comes to climbing in and 
folding the back seat up again. The 
paintwork looks poor, and I noticed 
a paint crack above the rear vents 
where rust would love to lurk. The 
plastic sill protectors might prevent 
stone chips, but I bet they trap 
water as well. At speed, the Allegro 
is noisy, and I could see the bonnet 
vibrating up and down. In all, the 
longer I spent with the car, the 
more disappointed I became.’ 

DRIVE’s Bob Oxford comments: 
‘I can understand Denise’s opinion 
of the brakes, but she can’t argue 
with our test equipment, which 
proved that the Allegro’s brakes 
are well up to their job. 
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Hoods and tonneaux 


r individually made for your car and @ TONNEAUX COVERS 

& supplied complete with easy to @ SUNROOFS & VINYL ROOFS 
| ce ag follow fitting instructions. When @ CUSTOMISING 
ron $ ordering please state make, model 

and year. 7 day money refund if not 

/ ge completely delighted. SEND FOR 
‘MODEL HOOD ‘TONNEAU fics Fae Ret bm 
SPRITES, MMDGETS 23.76 15.39 
M.6.B./M.G.C. 29.97 17.01 CATALOGUE 


'M.G.B. Zipped rear window 


| SPITFIRE Mk. 1, 2&3 24.03 18.09 
1 TR4/4.A/5 28.62 18.09 
TRE 34.02 18.09 
“HERALD VITESSE 25.92 18.09 


| (Prices for Black—colours extra). 
| Post. and package £1.40 All prices include V.AT. 


Car Hood bo. Lid. 


@ 73 Southern Row, Ladbroke Grove, London. W10. Tel:01-969 7148 
Cae @ 49 The Viaduct, Roxeth Green Ave. South Harrow. Tel 01-422 6674 


@ Industrial Estate, Station Rd., Hailsham, Sussex. Tel:(0323-841399 
@ 452 Holdenhurst Rd., Boumemouth. Tel: 0202 33631 
@ Soft Top Centre, White House Garage, Oxford Rd., Nettlebed, Oxon. 


Tel: Nettlebed 641251 
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| It’s not just the inconven- 

_ lence of cold bus stops you'll suffer when 

| your car is stolen. There’s insurance 

_ paper work and the Police to deal with. A 

_ possible visit to the magistrates court, 

_and if you do get your car back, it'll more 
than likely be horribly vandalised— 
smashed, broken and slashed out of all 
recognition. 


having your car stolen is nastier than you think 


the visible deterrent 


Anybody who has their 
car stolenisinfora 
nasty shock 


So fit a Krooklok and let the thief give 
someone else a nasty shock instead. 


Made by Brown Brothers Engineering 
Limited, Bedford Road, Northampton 


AVAILABLE FROM HALFORDS, GARAGES 
AND ALL GOOD MOTORING SHOPS 


WIGWAM INTERNATIONAL 
Resewattons 
ouer $50 Camp sites in Europe 


Wigwam International, the Lead- 
ing Continental Camping Oper- 

ators, can now Offer for the 
first time, a complete 


Camp site reservation 
service. Reserved 
Pitch, Sealink 

CG 


Ferry Reserva- 
tion, AA 

Emergency 
Service. 


A\ UR lb, 


Wigwam International, Watton Norfolk 
Tel: (0953) 882294 
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Chaos in 
Cambridge 


by KENNETH ROBINSON 


WHEN I BOUGHT my first car, in 
1953, | couldn't even drive. I had 
no knowledge of the internal com- 
bustion engine. I had no idea, in 
fact, that I was buying one inside 
the dumpy Hillman drop-head. 

I had looked at the car every 
morning for three weeks on my 
way to the railway station. It was 
£250—a small price, I thought, for 
anything so beautiful. 

‘No, sir, said the salesman on 
the telephone. ‘That car has been 
£350 ever since it came in, afew 
days ago. Ah, well—you must be 
‘thinking of another one, sir. But 
Pil tell you what: we'll come to 
an arrangement.’ 

We did: I paid him £350. By that 
time he had explained why the car 
was worth it. 

‘Worth it, sir? That car belonged 
to a lord, sir. Hardly ever used it. 
You could take it to Scotland.’ 

I made the mistake of taking it 
to Cambridge. So it was my own 
fault, I suppose, that I didn’t quite 
manage to get there. 

The canvas of the hood stretched 
from the rear to a row of fixings 
above the windscreen. ‘A small 
child could put it together,’ the 
salesman had said. He hadn’t 
mentioned that a small breeze 
would blow it apart. The fourth 
time it happened, there was a 
rending noise and the heavy rear 
window tore itself completely 
away from the canvas. 

But it was not this that caused 
the worst delay. 

“You know what’s wrong here, 


Mostro 


VOXSON AUDIO LTD. (Dept. D. ). 20.Nuffield 
Way , Abingdon, Oxon. Tel: (0235) 26340 ZZ 
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| thinking about 


don’t you? said the mechanic, 
just outside Cambridge. I left him 
under the engine and returned, 
two hours later, to find him quite 
defeated. I had never seen the 
inside of a car until that day, but 
I remembered what it had looked 
like a couple of hours earlier. 
‘Shouldn’t you have put this on 
before that?” I asked, pointing 
into the chaos. The man went 
very pale and had to go away for 
a lie down before dismantling his 


| work. Since then I have always 


pretended to know even less than 
I do about engines... 

But it wasn’t the engine that 
caused the next hold-up. The 
whole offside of the car went 
missing. It was scraped off by a 
pantechnicon I met ina fog. 

‘The driver, I’m afraid, was 
killed instantly,’ said a knowall, 
looking at my car, as I came back 
from the telephone. I had to spoil 
his fun because I needed the pro- 
tection of the gathering crowd: 
the pantechnicon driver couldn't 
make up his mind whether to 
come over and hit me or to keep 
his finger in the hole I had made 
in his petrol tank. 

My passenger survived. For a 
time I wondered if it was correct 
etiquette to marry a girl after | 
had almost killed her. I was still 
this when we 
shared another mishap, in Nor- 
wich. I pulled up a few yards 
behind a car with an East Anglian 
numberplate. ‘ORT 1,’ I said to 
the girl beside me. 

She accepted what seemed like 
a proposal of marriage, and I was 
soon trading in my snazzy two- 
door model for a family saloon. 
This taught me, too late, to 
beware of auto-suggestion. 

I also learned at this time that 
only a first car can be loved 
enough to be given a name. The 
little grey Hillman was called 
‘Cogey —short for a Latin word 


| that my regular passenger told me 


meant ‘pushing from behind’. 

I took her word for it. She was a 
Girton girl. You can, of course, 
always tell a Girton girl, but you 
can't tell her much. If it hadn’t 
been for that first car, | wouldn’t 
still be trying. 


So. 
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Any problems? Whether 
they are technical, insurance 
or legal, DRIVE’s experts can 
help. Write to: Clinic, AA, 
Fanum House, Basingstoke, 
Hampshire RG21 2EA 


Short term 

A few weeks ago I was involved 
in a pile-up and my Renault was 
written-off. Now my insurance 
company says that it will settle my 
claim for £600—provided I agree 
that my comprehensive policy is 
cancelled without return of pre- 
mium. The policy has five months 
to run; shouldn’t there be some 
refund?—M KNIGHT, SOUTHALL 
It’s doubtful whether any insurance 
company would give a refund when 
a policy has been cancelled following 
a total-loss claim. In law, the policy- 
holder pays the insurer apremium 
to be covered for a specified period 
of time, usually one year. If an 
accident occurs at any time during 
that period, and the insurer settles 
the claim, the contract has been ful- 


filled and is at an end. You may be 


more successful asking your insurer 
for cover rather than money: some 
companies will continue a policy on 
a replacement vehicle, subject to 
premium adjustment that would 
apply to a normal change of car. 


Season's grittings 

The driveway to my garage is 
very steep, and I had to salt it 
heavily last winter to clear the 
snow and ice. Now, the concrete 
has broken up. Is there any com- 


pound, other than rock salt, that 


I could have used to prevent this 
from happening?—R BROWN, 
FELMERSHAM 

In fact, it is the frost and snow that 
have caused your drive to break up— 
not the salt. The only practical 
alternative to rock salt of which we 
know is calcium chloride: it’s used 
in some countries for de-icing roads 
because it is less corrosive to cars, 
not concrete. But it is also more 
expensive, even if you can obtain it 
in bulk, and we think you should 
stick with salt. 


tie 


there’s no other car radio quite like it 


16 pre-tuneable stations! Touch button selection. 


Nel 


Changing ways 
One hears little these days of 
‘double de-clutching’—a neces- 
sity in the days when gearboxes 
lacked synchromesh. I have been 
driving for 40 years, and I still 
double de-clutch out of habit. Is 
it a good idea?—L COSTA, LEEDS 
Skilful double de-clutching can pre- 
vent premature synchromesh wear 
not to mention the driver- 
satisfaction that it gives. With your 
experience, you may be adept, but 
it is a very precise operation and 
can be perfected only by constant 


_ practice on a ‘crash’ gearbox—not 


made since the 1950s—or cars with 
very weak synchromesh. The prob- 
lem with double de-clutching on 
good-condition modern gearboxes 
is that, unless changes are correctly 
timed, a greater load than normal 
can be put on the synchromesh . . . 
and it isn’t possible to tell whether 
or not you have made a mistake. 
You could, in fact, be doing more 
harm than good. 


Clearing up fog 

I’ve just read a newspaper report 
that rear foglamps are to become 
compulsory, with all new vehicles 
having them fitted from October 
1979 and all vehicles needing 
them from April 1980. Is this so? 
—G W BEDFORD, DONCASTER 

No. The intention is to make high- 
intensity rear lamps mandatory 
only on vehicles and trailers built 
from I October 1979 and first used 
on or after I April 1980. If your 
car was built before October or used 
before April, youdon’t require them. 


Idle work 

When my car’s engine is idling 
and I switch on an electrical 
accessory—lights or heated rear 
window, say—there is a notice- 
able drop in revs. Is there a 
temporary short-circuit?— 

J BABCOCK, HEMEL HEMPSTEAD 
There’s nothing to worry about. By 
the sounds of it, your car has an 
alternator, with the result that cur- 
rent is produced at quite low engine 
revs. As you switch on various 


.27 MHz | 
1.6MHz 


108 MHz. 


STEREO G 


Send for free brochure showing the complete range of advanced technology stereo car radios 
and stereo radio/ cassette players from VOXSON — a.touch of Italian genius. Ban 
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electrical items, the load on the 
alternator increases, which means 
that the engine ought to work 
harder to increase the alternator’s 
output. As it’s idling, it can't—so 
it simply slows down. 


| Secure insecurity 
I always lock all the car doors 
from the inside when I am driving, 
but a friend tells me that DRIVE 
says this is unsafe. Why?— 
_M HENTY, BASILDON 
If your car was involved ina serious 
accident and you and any pas- 
-sengers were dazed or knocked 
unconscious, would-be rescuers 
could lose vital minutes struggling 
to open locked doors. With 
youngsters in the rear seat, it may 
be wise to lock rear doors; but it’s 
_ better if childproof locks are fitted— 
_ these mean that rear doors cannot 
be opened from inside, but open 
normally from outside for precisely 
this eventuality. Front doors, how- 
ever, should never be made impreg- 
nable. In any case, most modern 
cars are equipped with ‘anti-burst’ 
locks to prevent doors flying open 
on impact, so locking them shouldn't 
be necessary. 


Wheels within 


All three spokes on my steering 


wheel have cracked where they 


It depends how zealous the MoT 
tester is 


_meet the rim. Looking into the yin 
_ gaps I can see strengthening rods 
that appear to be sound, and the 
wheel feels fine, but will the car 
fail its forthcoming MoT test for 
_ this?—P J EMERSON, STOCKPORT 


and how strictly he 
interprets the letter of the law that 
says the steering wheel should not 
be broken. As your wheel isn’t 


exactly broken, you may get away 
with it, but don’t bank on it. 


' 


Try again 

I am going to work in the Repub- 
lic of Ireland for an unlimited 
period, and I’ve been told that I'll 


_ need an international driving per- 
“mit or licence. How should I 
_ apply for this?—J BREEN, BILTON 


iy 
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Anyone visiting the Republic of 
Ireland for up to 12 months, and 
whose principal residence and place 
of business is outside the Republic, 
may drive on any valid licence. For 
drivers going to live there; the law 


_ is as follows: 


You may use your current licence 


_ to drive to your home or to the first 
_ place at which you intend to stay. 
_ You must apply for an Irish licence, 
on form D5, to the authorised 


officer of the local authority of the 
area in which you will normally be 
resident—a full licence for one year 


_ will cost £2, three years for £6— 


{ 


and you must take a driving test 


_ before a full licence can be issued, 


unless (a) you have held a full Irish 


licence for any period within five 


| 
) 
| 
' 
. 
: 
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_ years preceding the date of your 
application, and can produce the 


licence or confirmation of its issue; 
or (b) you have passed the local 


he 


driving test within the six months 
preceding your application. 

If you cannot satisfyv either of these 
conditions, you will have to apply 
for a provisional licence and be 
accompanied at all times by some- 
one who holds a full licence, just like 
a UK L-driver. 

Applications for driving tests 
should be made to the Department 
of Local Government, Driving Test- 
ing Section, O’Connell Bridge 
House, Dublin 2. 


Star wars 

I have just bought a Fiat 126 de 
Ville and have been told by two 
Fiat owners at work, and, indeed, 
by the dealer from whom I bought 
the car, that it needs only 2-star 
fuel. Yet your recent road test 
reported that 4-star should be 
used. Who is right?—P DEATKINS, 
DUMBARTON 

We are! As a double-check, we 
asked Fiat, and it confirms that 
only 4-star should be used in the 
126. A lower-grade fuel can cause 
‘pinking’—detonation due to 
abnormal burning of the mixture. 


Pinky or perky? 

Help! My 4.2litre E-type Jaguar 
runs only on 5-star petrol, and 
this is being ‘phased out’. What 
adjustments should be made to 
the engine so that it can run on 
lower-octane fuel? And how will 
these affect performance?—J R 
BELL, SOUTHWOLD 

Jaguar claims that all 4.2 E-types 
were designed to run on 4-star fuel. 
Only the 3.8litre version needed 
5-star, so, theoretically, all should 
be well. You don’t say whether or 


not the car ‘pinks’ on 4-star, but if 


it does its ignition timing should be 
retarded by 2 degrees (from 6 to 4, 
before top dead centre). Perform- 
ance loss? Jaguar cannot give us 
any figures; it simply says ‘a little’. 


Old valve set 

No matter how often or how care- 
fully I set the tappets on my 1970 
Ford Escort (and I do everything 
according to the book), the valve 
gear is never as quiet as I think it 
should be. What could be wrong? 
—F BERRY, EXETER 

Rocker gear wear? If the rocker arm 
pads are badly worn and you are 
measuring the valve clearances with 
a feeler gauge, you are bridging the 
worn area and getting a false read- 
ing. One solution is to grind away 
the edges of the appropriate feeler, 
rubbing down the burred edges, 
until it is slim enough to slide 
between the face of the rocker where 
it is worn and the top of the valve. 

A more accurate method is to use 
a tappet-adjusting tool that has a 
built-in micrometer: you wind in 
the adjuster until the rocker just 
touches the valve head, then back 
off the micrometer adjuster by the 
appropriate number of turns or 
clicks to find the correct setting. 
This automatically compensates for 
valve-gear wear. 


WOODHEAL 


SHOCK ABSORBERS 
the thoroughbreds 
n,- © 


7 maf 


mee ~ \+% leaders in the field 
ne of vehicle suspension 


4 < Ry 
SHOCK ABSORBERS 


- supplied as Original Equipment to the 
World’s Leading Vehicle Manufacturers, with 
an extensive range of Replacement Units for 
British, European and Japanese models. 


LOADMASTER 


- Suspension Units to replace existing Shock 
Absorbers to assist springs and provide EXTRA 
damping. The perfect answer for extra heavy 
loads and towing. 


STRUT INSERTS 


- supplied as Original Equipment and 
Replacement Units. 


W 


Woodhead Manufacturing Company, P.O. Box 4, Moorcroft Works, Ossett. West Yorkshire 
WF5 9DL. Tel: Ossett (0924) 273521. Telex: 55291. 


GET UPAND GO WITH T-LINE. 


Built for comfort and 
built for the road, the 
Thomson T-Line range has 
proved itself year in and 
year out all over the world. 


Peg This year we've taken 
Mamiegi. the tried and tested Glen 
Rate range and produced two 
Bewee Separate series, the Glen “S” 
fetsene eee and the Glen “GL”. Both 
feature the layout expertise you would traditionally expect from 
Thomsons, complemented by a distinctive new three-ttone 
exterior colour scheme. 


And all with built-in features, many of which would come as 
optional extras on competitive makes. 

With seven models to choose from in each series, there is a 
caravan to suit every family and every pocket. 


To see just how suitable T-Line would be for you, write for 
free colour brochure and list of stockists to- 


THOMSON T-LINE CARAVANS 


Thomsons (Carron) Limited, Falkirk, Scotland 
aa ee ea Re 


61 


. What price a j 
, clean machine? & 


BRO " DRIVE’s price-listing of 100 of the day’s most popular 
-CAR PRICE GUIDE secondhand models, opposite, assumes that cars are in 
good-average condition. First impressions 
Se ae CT _ count, to the buyer and for the seller, and 
gc ene rete can be bought . . . as we discovered 
when Clean Machine, in London, 
did a professional valeting job on a 
1977 Datsun 260Z 2+ 2. 


es 


This was the start of 
a spring clean-up that Sun- 
day-morning washers rarely ie 
achieve. The aim: a gleam machine to 
command a top price. 


re It’s in painstaking attention to detail that 

: Clean Machine scores: every nook and cranny 

RF gets a cleansing spray treatment to ‘kill’ oil 
deposits and obstinate traffic film... 


is inside and out: pvc is shampooed with mild chemical! 
restore appearance—a matt or a shiny finish is offered. 


Le >? 


The valeting 
to clean and 


“4 a Engine cleaning costs £7.50 extra—not steam-cleaning, as in garages, 
; ie eh but spray-on de-greasing followed by fiddly polishing by hand. Some 
Amazing super-vacuum refurbishes carpets by injecting hot detergent owners are fanatical about spotless engines; most, says CM, don’t care. 
spray into fabric and instantly sucking it out again. Dry in 24hr. _ ome ss _—— 

= we 


eae : : Our Datsun clean-up cost 
be — £42 and took five hours. A Rolls- 
le F mT Ss 4 : Royce would be £62.50, a Mini £32.50; 
; , a. ee 0 ee motorcycles, £15—20. Js it worth it? 
Seale wee a Va — We think so, especially if a car is to be sold, 
Glass gets a sparkle-up, inside and out. Some cars Hidden extras: even the underside or is newly-acquired and ripe for a new lease 
go in to Clean Machine every month for valeting. of the bonnet gets shine treatment. of life. Pictures: lan Dawson 
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(aa : MODEL YEAR 
‘ Average secondhand price guide 

~ o 

~ ™ 
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Road 
Test 


MAKE AND MODEL Report No 


Alfa Romeo Alfasud 1.3ti 
Audi 80L 
100L5 314/RI 139 
Austin Morris Mini 850 340 
Mini Clubman saloon 410 
Allegro 1300 Mk! 2-door 329 
Allegro 1300 Mk2 4-door KY Ad 
Allegro 1500 estate __RL127M 
Maxi 1750 Mk2 263 

: Princess 1800HL 397 


overall mpg 


mean top 


engine cc 


ioe) 
~ 
Oo 
= 


mph 


=— 


| 2080 | 1710 | 1315 | 
1760 | 1515| 1310 | 1050 | 905 
+ -—-—-=*4-—_*“_— +-- ae) + 
{| 2130 | 1840) 1585* | 1285 | 1095 | 945 | 
—_| 2325 | 1985 | 1695* | 1440 | 1210 | 1020 | 
— | 2455 | 2100 1795 | — | =z 
—_| 2845 | 2435 | 2070* | 1760 = 


= | 2626 | 2415 | 2035 | 1730 | 1455 | 1225 


| a 
| 1440 11118 | 


to || |09 [09 /N9 [na |S | fen [en jen 


=i 
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— | 3470*| 2525! 2155 | 1835 | 2375] 
a qe Sap 


128 4-door 320 3 155 
131 1600S 369 f : 13 6 
132 1800GLS 360 5 y 12.0 
Ford Fiesta 1OOOHC 417 f 184 2070 | 1925 
Escort 1100 Popular RI 136M 23.6. 1940 1780 | 1315 
Escort 1300XL 4-door 292 / é 160 2 2650 | 2375 1495 
Cortina Mk3 1600XL 4-door 323 — =F 1660 
Cortina 2000E estate 347/RI 116 A | — i Seat I 2180 aL 
Cortina Mk4 1600 404 / : 2740 2535 | ‘tl 
Capri Mk2 1600GT 342 5 | 3620*| 2915 2170 
Capri 3000 Ghia auto RI114 5100*| 4290 3020 
Granada 3000GXL auto 282 7080*| 4580 2480 
Honda Civic 1200 3-door 362 / 2240 1990*| 
Accord auto 420 ¢ 3430 | 2885 | 
Jag/Ro/Tri Jaguar XJ6 4.2 227 / yi 9110] 7850 
Jaguar XJ12 (L) auto 305 I7¢ 10400} 8740 
Rover 2200SC 324 fi as ik 3615 | 
Rover 3500 auto 330 = 
a eo Range Rover 252 

ee oa " ay : Triumph Toledo 4-door (Dolomite 345/RI 150 
| Neat touch: the 260Z’s sill pro- Triumph Dolomite 1850 
tector gets black-line smartener. FORD 

gs ne Triumph 2500TC 101 

: Triumph Spitfire 1500 97 125 | 3525 
Triumph Stag ( mer 102| 225 
Triumph TR7 [ 1998 108 | 10.2 
Lada 1200 1198 | 91 150 
Lancia Beta 2000 1995 107 
Mazda 1000 2-door 985 78 
1300 hatchback 424/D4/78 1272 89 
Opel Kadett S estate 3-door 338 1196 84 
Ascona 1.9SR 302 1897 96 
Rekord 4-door 287 
Peugeot 104 4-door 325 
304 386 
504GL RI 140 


1475 | 1250 
1685 | 
1645 


is guaranteed for six months. 
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Princess 2200HL RI 129N = [igae5*| 2600] 2155 | ies5 | — | 
Marina Mk1 1800 4dr 295 2 | 2635 | 2255) 1915* | 1625 | 1370 | 1150 | 960 
MG Midget Mk3 205 4 | 2345] 2070] 1745 1465*| 1235 | 1040 | 880 
MGB Mk3 243 6 _| 3295 | 2850/2405 | 2030 | 1685 | 1415 | 1190" 
BMW 1602 Lux 363 6 T ee fe) 055] 1800 | — | 1165 
520 i 327 /R a ame 4705 | 3790 | 3020 [2380 | 
Chrysler Sunbeam 1.6S D6/78 3 aso ae a . 
Avenger 1.3 2-door 337.‘ 4/74 [i295] es 2 2095 | 1545 | 1320 | 1120 
Avenger 1.6GLS auto 339 4 2640| 2020 | 1710 | 1410 
Alpine S 381 Bx | 2835 | 2410 | T 
Hunter GL 4-door 234 3 — | 1780 | 1505 | 1270 
Citroen 2CV6 RI 118 1 1260 | 1060 | 885 _ 
Dyane 6 366 1 1330/1100 | 925 
GS Club 384 4 | — | 2245| 2050/ 1515 | 1245 
CX2000 5 416 6/7 | 3965 | “3245 | 2625 | 2255 | 
Colt Lancer 1400GL 4-door 371 E 5 2640| 2180| 1805 | — | 
Daf 66SL 317 : 3 1025 
Datsun Cherry 100A 4-door 2384 8/72 [83 oe 1595 | 1365 
i x : 120Y coupé 336 7 : 4 1845 | 1570 | 
: Violet 140J Ri 132M 975 P14 4 1845 | 1490 
. . . and is then mucked-out and | piuebird 1808 316 5 1850 | 1560 | 
polished by hand. (At no stage is | Fiat 126 334/RI 138 1 1000 | 860 
the car washed.) The Lacroe wax 127 3-door Special RI 137M 9 18.4 | 4175 2 1400 | 1185 
3 
5 
6 
1 
1 


ole 


9705| 8490 
2640| 2280 
3370| 2875 
ae 3245 | 2700 | 
— | 3540/2875 | 
2675| 2360| 1985 
—_| 5225| 4285 
3665| 2925| 2480 | 
1650] 1400] 1180 
3515 | 2950; — 
_| = J] 1490] 1270 | 1075 
2390 | 2040 | 
2595 | 2415*| 1905 | 1615 al 
| 3615*| 2895*| 2420*| 1860 | 1505 | 1220 
| — | 2625 | 2180*| 1810 | 1490 | 1240 
2125 | 1860*| 1585 | 1360 | 1155 | 1000 
2655 | 2320*| 1955 | 1630 | 1355 | 1130 
—_| 3765 | 3270| 2675 | 2230 | 1860 | — 


alt 


| 


+ 


504 estate 275 4385 | 3865 | 3245 | 2700 | 2255 | 1885 | 1535 
Reliant Robin 365 1905 1440* | 1130 | 1010 = — 
49 oe Scimitar GTE 303 6315 4360 | 3445 | 2850 | 2380 | 1935 
“a 3 sae Renault 4TL RI 127 = 1995 1440 | — | — 
349 ——} 2270 | 1945 | 1655 | 1400*| 1180 
Glamorous alloy wheels can be 370 7289 2620 | 2240 1920 | 1635 | — 
ugly things to clean . . . even for 364 T108 2340 | 2000 | 1710 | 1440 | 1205 | — 
‘pros’ it’s hands-and-knees work. [| 12u 385 1289 345 | 2345 | 1995 | 1730 | 1470 | 1230 | 1025 | 


15GTL 5/78 ¢ 1289 33.5 —_| 3150 | 2700 | 2305 ; 
16TL 291 1565 29.5 —_| 2940 | 2490 | 2000 | 1755 | 1450 | 1195 | 
Rolls-Royce Silver Shadow 312 /73 | 6750 100 | 1425 | S/R [39225 | 34950] 32950] 25560 | 21600 | 21400 | 17700 
Saab 99GLE auto 393 5 fF 1985 285 4235 | 3490 
99L 2litre 311 / 198 3640 020 0 490 


Simca 1100GLS 5-door 298 1118 85 1775*| 1505 1265 880 720 
Skoda S110LS 4-door 110/ 86 


“905 770 560° 
120LS Estelle 1174 [ 86 | 


Toyota Corolla 30 g 1166 87 15.9 
Corona 2000 Mk2 2-door / 1968 | 100 | 
Celica 2000ST coupé 1968 | 101 | 
Vauxhall Chevette L 3-door 4256-9190: 
Viva HC SL 4-door 1256 | 847 | 
Cavalier 1600L 1584 96 

Victor 1800 4-door 1759 
Victor 2300SL estate / 2279 US SB 
VW Golf 1100 5-door 2/77 1093 87 168 35.25 
1200 Beetle 8/74 1192 72 27.5 38.5 
Passat LS coupé 10/73 f 1470 96 13.4 32.0 
Scirocco TS 1976 | 1588 3475 
Volvo 343DL 3/77 
7 
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69 1435 
1750 1455 
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1625* 
2370* 


245DL estate | 96 -| 
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*revised specification or designation 


Travel For a Year 
IN BRITAIN 


And Get 
Three Free Issues! 


IN BRITAIN, the British Tourist Authority’s 
monthly colour magazine, is packed with fas- 
cinating and well written articles illustrated with 
lavish colour and’black and white photography. 


IN BRITAIN takes you on a journey through this 
land of history, culture, scenery and excitement 
Keeping you both informed and entertained 
every month as you discover enchanting villages, 
beautiful vistas and interesting people as they go 
about their daily lives. 


Write to the address below enclosing £5.75 for a 
year’s subscription and to claim your three free 
issues: please say where you saw this advertise- 
ment. For overseas subscriptions, please send 
£6.50 or the equivalent in local currency. 


British Tourist Authority, 
Dept C018, 64 St. James’s Street, 
London, SWI1A INF. 


ling myself for it. His weight 
deflected me, and I finished with 
my head down in the passenger 
footwell, legs pointing skywards 
out of the open window. What’s 
worse, I was pinned there by 7st 
of labrador, licking my face. 

I struggled for several minutes, 
but standing on one’s head is not 
the best of positions for demon- 
strating man’s mastery over his 
best friend. In the end, my wife, 
too, spreadeagled herself over the 
Vauxhall’s bonnet, and attracted 
the dog’s attention with some 
chocolate. As I made it into the 
diving seat with one last effort, 
a semi-circle of onlookers, lured 
by the impromptu cabaret, broke 
into applause. 

Jack Phillips 
Littleover, Derby 


Parking in the multi-storey here 
is like taking an IQ test: the word 
‘Entrance’ is displayed directly 
above the ‘Exit’ notice, and the 
true entrance is halfway round the 
town’s one-way system. I finally 
located, took a ticket, and pro- 
ceeded through the barrier and 
up to first level . . . where I was 
confronted with arrows directing 
me either left for parking, or right 
for parking and exit. 

I chose the right turn—and 
found myself descending towards 
the check-out, with no chance of 
retracing my steps. At the kiosk, 
I was advised to hand in the ticket, 
and try again. 

RS Smith 
Rayleigh, Essex 


SUNDERLAND 
Tyne and Wear 


Look no farther than here for the 
worst multi-storey carparks. Cer- 
tainly, many seem to have been 
built for Minis only: most bear 
innumerable paint traces of cars 
that didn’t quite negotiate the 
obstacle courses. 

Bruce Smith 

Gorebridge, Midlothian 


LONDON 

Some friends and I went to 
London one Saturday to see the 
last Prudential World Cricket 
Cup final at Lord’s, and parked 
in a carpark half a mile away. We 
returned about 9pm .. . to findthe 
entrance blocked by asteel shutter 
and a notice, not there when we 
had left, saying that the carpark 
would not reopen until 7am 
Monday. Along with other 
‘imprisoned’ motorists, we con- 
tacted the police, who eventually 
traced the key holder after mid- 
night—but even he couldn’t open 
up because there was a High 
Court injunction banning the lift- 
ing of the shutter between 7pm 
Saturday and 7am Monday to 
prevent disturbing nearby resi- 
dents. There was nothing for it 
but to book into an hotel for the 
night and hire a car on Sunday to 
return home. And, on Monday, 


my friend had to return the hired © 
car and retrieve our car from the 
carpark. 

The difficult part was explaining 
to our wives the necessity of an 
overnight absence after a one-day 
cricket match! 

K D Corbett 
Maiden Newton, Dorset 


LEICESTER 

My vote for the worst multi-storey 
carpark in the country goes to 
Leicester’s Haymarket Centre. 
Access or exit is by way of a spiral 
ramp—and just how tight the 
curves are can be gauged from the 
amount of paintwork and tyre 
rubber left on the walls. 

In the rush hour, hundreds of © 
cars converge on the kiosk from 
at least four directions ...andit’s © 
every motorist for himself. While 
all this is going on, there’s actually 
a warning sign that flashes when ~ 
exhaust fumes reach a dangerous ~ 
level—but, despite the advice, no 
one switches off their engine. To 
be fair, though, one motorist who 
did obey the sign couldn’t get 
started again. And you ought to 
have seen the chaos that he 
caused... 

R Sylvester 
Sharpley Hills, Leics 


LIVERPOOL 


Starters whine. . . engines bite... 
exhausts cough .. . and, amid a 
haze of blue smoke, the drivers 
jockey for position. No, it’s not 
Le Mans—just St John’s shop- 
ping-precinct multi-storey at 
5.30pm. Within moments, every 
lane on every floor is packed solid 
with anxious faces, sweating 
palms—and stationary vehicles. 

We have drawn a bad position 
on the starting grid—the top floor. 
After 20 minutes and a few yards, 
we turn off the engine. After 45 
minutes and several stops and 
starts, we are at the top of the 
first downward ramp. Five 
minutes later, we move again, 
disappearing into a concrete 
tunnel like a rat into a drain. At 
the bottom, there’s that long row 
of brightly-glowing brake lights 
again. 

After two hours, we still have 
one floor to go, and, to make 
things even more chaotic, the 
evening theatre and cinema-goers 
are arriving. The result: two lanes 
of belligerent motorists fighting 
rather than filtering on to each 
‘down’ ramp. 

We reach the pay booth after 
14 hours’ shopping and 24 hours’ 
trying to get out of the carpark... 
and have to pay a four-hour park- 
ing fee. As we leave, Lime Street 
station comes into view out of the 
murk. Damned silly place for a 
station. Why don’t they pull it 
down, and replace it with a multi- 
storey carpark? 

John Jansen 
Great Sankey 
Cheshire 
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Stare at this 
for too long and it 
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Rivet your , 
attention on : and the door 
thiscanandtwo "The Triumph Dolomite 500 Special Edition. <appingsare 
things could finished with 
happen. First,youll find yourself hypnotised byits real burr walnut veneer. Whilst deep cut pile carpet: 
striking good looks. Its air of quiet confidence. elegantly complement the grey velvet seat facings. 
And you'll find yourself fantasising about getting Its standard equipment includes a push-button 


behind the wheel,sweeping down 
the highway,and nonchalantly 
acknowledging the admiring 
glances. 

But do that for toolong,and 


radio,tinted glass all round and 
the world’s safest, most exclusive 
windscreen. 

To own the only black 
Dolomite on the road, we ask onl 


there could bea disastrous two things of you. 
consequence. By the time youve ; First, £3,925. 
shaken yourself out of your Second,rather prompt action 
reverie,every one on sale could Because it’s likely to be Britain's 
well have been snapped up. chemo et eae | fastest moving. car this year 
And all youll be left with are your dreams. Fortunately,though, there's always gZ Ny 
The caris the Triumph Dolomite 1500 Special the consolation of knowing that if you 4 a SI 
Edition.And so special is this edition, weve created dont get toown anew Dolomite TRIUMPH 
only 2,500 of these black beauties. 1500SE, the alternative-another NY (2 
The wheels have that special breed of styling Dolomite-is still streets ahead of Syazb7 
normally reserved for sports cars. anything else on the road. © Jaguar Rover Triumph | 


*Price (includes front seat belts,car tax and VAT. Delivery and number plates extra) correct at time of going to press. The Triumph Dolomite SE will be available from 8th May. 
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the motoring magazine 
that’s so differen 


Mercedes 280E 
Renault 18TS 
Ford Fiesta 950L 


MGB GT 
ierstias Spitfire 


BMW 323i \ 


Anda little shade too... when the sun starts getting 
too hot! The exciting new Wind and Sun Screen — developed on the 
continent and now available in the UK, through the AA. Forget about 
cumbersome old bits of cloth and poles you've had to make do with 
for years. The revolutionary aerodynamic shape of the new Wind and 
Sun Screen has you tanning yourself within a few minutes — it’s so easy 
to assemble. Two semi-circular hoops of tubular aluminium slot into 
each other. They're covered by a coated nylon fabric (showerproof — 
just in case) and stretched into shape by two easy to fit tension bars at 
either side. Pegs and cords are supplied to anchor the screen even in 
the strongest winds. 


The carefully calculated angles of the new Wind and Sun Screen 
allow the sun in, but wrap around and even overhead protection 
keeps the wind out. The aerodynamic shape allows the wind to blow 
past smoothly without causing back draughts on the inside. And 
when the sun gets too hot simply tilt, adjust the pegs and you're 
relaxing in your own sunshade! The Wind and Sun Screen comes in 
an easy to carry bag, and when assembled measures a big 6’ wide 

x 4' 6" high and 4’ 6” deep. Plastic pegs, nylon cord are also included, 
together with easy to follow assembly instructions. 


And to add to your comfort even more the AA is making a fabulous 
offer of a De-Luxe printed Air Mattress size (deflated) 72”x27”... 
ABSOLUTELY FREE! It’s perfect for the beach or garden, and its 
attractive green printed design will be the perfect complement to 
your screen. 


or 5 monthly 


payments of 
£3.99 


| papi ee Oe ee ee 
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end your order today to: AA Mail Order Dept., FREEPOST, J 
Basingstoke, Hants, RG212BR. 


Name 

Address ___ Prk ne eee ne he eee eee I 
A Orders without L 

Signed (I am over 18) ee ee ee ey signe 


Enter Membership Number or NON-MEMBER cannot be accepted [; 


Memb. No. ; | i 


828 
Ref.No.| Qty. 
73228 j E : 


| For office use only | Skip out | Pee Ba | I 


Offer applies to U.K. only, subject to availability. The AA I 


agrees to hold prices until 31/12/79. NOTE: APPROVAL AND 


Item required 


Wind and Sun Screen 


CREDIT FACILITIES ONLY APPLY TO AA MEMBERS. 
Non-Members should enclose full payment with order. PBM770 
ee ee ee ee 
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WE call it ‘the motoring magazine 
that’s so different’. It’s there, writ 
large on every cover. And it’s the 
_ reason, we’re sure, why so many of 
_ you buy DRIVE. 

Different . . . well, in many ways. 
But perhaps most of all in our basic 
attitude to motoring. We enjoy it— 
and why not; there needs to be some 
joy in £1-a-gallon. But never, in the 
12 years of DRIVE’s existence, has 
adolescent ‘worship’ of the hard- 
ware blinded us to adult realities. 

Yes, cars can dazzle and thrill— 
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Book lovers 

The only way that car-odometer 
tampering can be beaten is to re- 
introduce logbooks. That’s the 
message from the collective body 
of Britain’s largest local councils, 
the Association of Metropolitan 
Authorities. 

Mileage-rigging cases, where 
clocks have been turned back to 
give false readings, feature large 
among complaints to _ local- 
authority  trading-standards 
departments, and Councillor 
Jack Moultrie, the AMA’s chair- 
man, claims: ‘The voluntary code 
of practice is clearly inadequate 
to control rogue secondhand car 
dealers.” 

Moultrie admits that it is possible 
that technical developments may 
soon make it more difficult to rig 
odometer readings, but he insists: 
‘Many of our members and 
officers would like a return to the 
old logbooks which give buyers 
an instant record of the vehicle’s 
previous owners. If, additionally, 
there were an obligation to record 
the mileage shown on the odo- 
meter each time the car changed 
hands, there would be an extra 
check immediately available to 
potential customers.’ 


Child-minders 


L-drivers are being alerted to 
children in a special project 


we acknowledge their appeal, cer- 
tainly, in this issue’s car tests. But 


they can also rust and rot and burn 


and break, and hurry your bank 
account into the red. They can 


pollute and congest and disfigure 


and frustrate. Worst of all, they 
can take and damage lives . . . and 


then where’s the fun and the 


irresistible fascination? 

Thus, this issue, we acknowledge 
the pain and the appalling waste 
that can follow a moment’s careless 
or incompetent driving, and without 


launched by RoSPA as part of the 
International Year of the Child. 
The society, concerned that 
41,000 children are injured on 
Britain’s roads each year, is 
mounting a campaign to persuade 
learners that every child carries 
an ‘invisible L-plate’, too. 

More than 6000 driving schools 


‘The car that keeps going when 
all others stop.’ That’s how 
they’re promoting the Sealander, 
claimed to be Britain’s first true 
aqua-car. 

Produced by Sealander Vehicles, 
of Southampton, the Sealander is 
17ft 6in long and 6ft 2in wide, 
and is powered by a Ford 3litre V6 
through a five-speed gearbox. 
And designer Graham Kemp says 
that his baby is ‘unsinkable’, 
being made of glass-fibre and 
stainless steel and stuffed with 
foam chips. 

When it comes to leaving terra 
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apology turn your thoughts towards | 


the ‘unacceptable face’ of motoring 
—see page 32. 

We also take a fresh look at 
smoking (page 10); tell motor 
manufacturers what you told us 
about new-car delivery drivers’ 
antics (page 4); survey again the 
seatbelts saga (page 9); climb 
aboard two of motorcyling’s bigger 
bangers (page 42); and sign-off our 
Long Term Test Club’s Citroen 
CX2400 Super (page 35)... 

We also learn why a lady loves a 


are being sent detailed lesson 
notes issued by RoSPA. David 
Larder, RoSPA’s director of 
safety education, tells DRIVE: 
‘Many drivers, particularly the 
young ones, forget their child- 


hood. Many of the accidents to 
children happen simply because 
they are children, 


and cannot 


firma, Sealander’s wheels are 
lifted hydraulically and the air- 
cooling system is switched to 
water-cooling—seawater. Inside, 
there’s seating for four plus room 
for two auxiliary seats and addi- 
tional luggage. 

Sealander Vehicles, now develop- 
ing a whole range of amphibians, 
is hoping to stage a London- 
Sydney journey later in the year, 
for which it is seeking sponsors; a 
former Hovercraft pilot has been 
signed up to complete the trip. 
Interested? Contact Graham 
Kemp at Locks Heath 84376. 


©1979 The Automobile Association, All rights reserved. Prices correct as DRIVE goes to press 


Spitfire (page 34); put out your fire 
with a powder puff (page 31); give 
you all the new-car (page 4) and 
most of the used-car (page 56) 
prices; put a price on the miles that 
you travel (page 47); and generally 
pack the mag with more of all that’s 
different for your 50p-thank-you- 
very-much. 

Now it’s over to you, to read us— 
and then write us! 


— to Edda 
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understand speed and distance 
in the same way as adults. The 
responsibility for their safety 
rests in the hands of drivers.’ 
Undoubtedly it also rests with 
parents, who seem increasingly to 
allow young children out on to 
busy roads and dangerous pave- 
ments unaccompanied... 


Beneath the covers 

It’s a year since the collapse of 
Revolution Oil International left 
70,000 motorists bereft of the 
extended-warranty cover for 
which they had paid. Since then, 
at least two other companies 
peddling similar schemes (and 
which, like Revolution Oil, earned 
a reputation for conjuring-up 
every excuse to repudiate claims), 
have also gone to the wall, again 
leaving thousands of motorists 
holding worthless pieces of paper. 

Despite these events, the law 
still hasn’t been changed to pre- 
vent rogue operators setting up in 
the extended-warranty business. 
What is especially worrying is that 
the Department of Trade itself 
admits that it is investigating the 
affairs of a handful of the 40 or so 
firms offering used-car warranty 
packages. 

Add to this the view of AA legal 
services that, on the strength of 
members’ experiences, three com- 
panies are currently ‘giving cause 


1 


Protected Eagles No.2 


Harpy Eagle 


The world’s largest eagle, the female weighing up to 
20lbs. Despite its size, the Harpy flies with great agility 
through the dense jungles of Central and South America. 
- Like all eagles, the Harpy Eagle is a protected bird. 


With 160 U.K. branches you can rely on our 


countrywide insurance service for your protection. Millions do. 
Ask your broker or call in at your nearest branch. 


Eagle Star Insurance 


for considerable concern’, and the 
picture is clearly far from healthy. 
Says a DoT official: ‘Firms that 
run warranty schemes as insurance 
business, or act as intermediaries 
for insurance companies, are sub- 
ject to strict legislation. But when 
companies operate them as a 
cover for promoting the sale of oil 
additives, say, the law becomes 
vague and complicated. 

‘I must admit that it would help 
me if the law were made more 
specific to bring such firms within 
the orbit of insurance legislation, 
which insists on a proper financial 
structure and sufficient assets to 
cover the proposed business.’ 

As it happens, insurance legisla- 
tion is scheduled for revision in 
the next two years. It can only be 
hoped that it will block the loop- 
holes so far as vehicle extended- 
warranties are concerned. 


Total recall 

According to a British Safety 
Council investigation, there are 
more than a million defective cars 
on Britain’s roads ‘due to the 
cynical connivance of _ the 
Transport department with motor 
manufacturers’, which is depriv- 
ing ‘unsuspecting drivers of 
information vital to their safety’. 

Strong stuff. 

But, in advocating the adoption 
of the American system, in which 
motorists have, for instance, 
ready access to information rela- 


ting to cars that have been the 


subject of recalls, the BSC could 
actually be putting forward some- 
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thing that would make the situa- 
tion worse. For US manufacturers 
are today so frightened of the 
possibility of. court actions that. 
they are mounting recall cam- 
paigns over the tiniest faults. So 
much so that the public is now 
becoming immune to them. 

Last year, for instance, 144mil- 
lion vehicles were involved in 
recalls, but owners’ response to 
these campaigns was a frighten- 
ingly low 40%. (In the UK, now 
that manufacturers and importers 
can make use of the DVLC com- 
puter at Swansea, the recall 
response is around 80%.) 

Perhaps the BSC would have 
done better to press for distribu- 
tion of manufacturers’ con- 
fidential service bulletins on 
safety-related items to all repair 
garages, and make them available 
to DIY owners on request. At the 
moment, these go only to 
franchised dealers—despite the 
fact that, in the second year from 
new, a quarter of owners have 
their cars serviced by non- 
franchised garages and therefore 
miss out on subsequent factory- 


recommended modifications. . 


Indeed, surveys show that this 
figure increases three-fold in the 
third year. 


Galloping consumption 
With the government’s energy- 
saving campaign building up to a 
climax in October—and the even- 
more cogent argument of garages 
threatening to restrict opening 
hours or supplies during peak 
continued on page & 


AA's AGM 

An operating surplus of £1,901,000 
and an all-time-high membership hold- 
ing of 5,289,750 were declared at the 
AA‘s Annual General Meeting, held in 
London on 17 May. ‘Such figures,’ 
declared the chairman, Lord Erroll of 
Hale, ‘are a double vindication of the 
Association's policies, both in internal 
financial-management terms and 
externally in the continuing high 
standard of service.’ 

During the year, Lord Erroll con- 
tinued, the AA dealt with 2.7million 
breakdowns—more than 90% of them 
attended by AA patrols, the remainder 
by garages. There were '146,00 Relay 
recoveries to all parts of the UK. More 
than 250,000 AA members received 
legal aid. Nearly £24million uninsured- 
losses were recovered at home and 
abroad. Four-hundred thousand Con- 
tinental travellers took out AA 5-Star 
Service.. The total number of AA ‘span- 
ner’ garages increased to 4198. More 
than 97,000 new motor policies were 
issued (more than 500,000 policy- 
holders now insure via AA Insurance 
Services). And two AA road atlases 
each sold over 100,000 copies. . . 

In 1978, the AA also involved itself 
for the first time in MoT testing—at its 
W Bromwich vehicle-inspection centre. 
And, of course, was active in opposi- 
tion to government—against the pro- 
posed abolition of vehicle-excise duty, 
and the additional tax on petrol; the 
uncontrolled introduction into this 
country of hand-held electronic speed- 


detection devices; and continuing cut- 
backs in roads expenditure and main- 
tenance—and in support of seatbelt 
legislation proposals. 

(During the AGM, the Director General, 
Mr Olaf Lambert, gave an address 
entitled, ‘How the AAseeks to influence 
public opinion’.) 

Lord Erroll’s introductory remarks 
were supported by Professor Esmond 
Wright, honorary treasurer of the AA, 
who spoke of ‘progress on all fronts’ 
during 1978, pointing to a 20% 
increase in membership and Relay sub- 
scriptions—to £53,827,000—and toa 
40% income-increase (to £23,245,000) 
from other sources—proof that AA 
commercial services had had ‘a very 
good year indeed’. 

AA Travel returned just short of 
£6million income, an increase of 35%; 
sales of books and merchandise 
exceeded £8million, an increase of 
52%; and AAIS increased its turnover 
by 39% to nearly £5million. 

‘As the commercial services mature,’ 
said Professor Wright, ‘it is evident 
that they are fulfilling a clearly defined 
need for fully tested, high-quality 
services linked to motoring.’ 

The honorary treasurer also drew 
attention to net assets, increased by 
26% to £42,182,000, that revealed 
major investment in, and improvements 
made to, AA garages, Relay depots 
and the road fleet that is the backbone 
of AA service—provided by people, 
the staff of the AA, to whom Lord 
Erroll also paid generous tribute. 
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keep your cool 
in the hot seat 


You know the feeling, we’re sure. 

The road’s blocked, you’re following a 
lorry, and the guy behind keeps hooting. The 
sun blazes down. The kids start.crying. 

And then the temperature needle moves 
into the red area. 

Hot sweat turns into cold. 

A new Waxstat radiator thermostat 
helps your car’s engine keep its cool. Easily 
fitted in minutes without special tools, it 
could make all the difference between an 
enjoyable ride or anightmare trip! 

And anew Waxstat radiator pressure 
cap is an excellent way of topping your car’s 
cooling system ... 


Pick up a WAXSTAT® now from 
your garage or accessory shop = 
and keep your cool 


Western Thomson Controls Ltd. 
Millfield Trading Estate 

Chard 

Somerset 


What’s it called? How much does it cost? DRIVE’s superguide to the latest prices of new cars currently available in Britain 
tells you all you need to know, immediately, whether you’re buying or just browsing. And our prices aren't just what the 
manufacturer says: we tell you the size of the cheque you can expect to write to put your new Mini or Rolls on the road, 
seatbelts, numberplates, road-fund licence and delivery paid. Want to know more? Well, if the car of your choice has a 
DRIVE/AA road-test report number beside it, you can have a copy of the best car criticism in the business. AA members 
can apply to their regional AA office—address in Handbook. Otherwise, write to DRIVE New-car Price-guide, Fanum House, 


Basingstoke, Hants, RG21 2EA. But we must now ask readers who request more than one to pay 10p for each report. 


(a) denotes road test on automatic model only; 
delivery charges where applicable estimated on 
an average 200 miles. 


DRIVE/AA 
Manual Auto Road Test 

AC (20 dealers) 

3000ME 12574 — 

ALFA ROMEO (135 dealers) 

Alfasud Super 

1.3(1286cc) 3150 — 
Super 1.3 
(1350cc) 3249 — 
Super 1.5 3399 — 
Tits 3450 — D5/78 
Ti 1.5 3650 — 
Sprint 1.5 4549 — D6/79 
Giulietta 1.6 4549 — 
AlfettaGT 1.6 5049 — 
GTS 5550 — 
2000L 5449 — 
GTV2000 6049 — 
GTV Strada 7549 — 

ASTON MARTIN (13 dealers) 

v8 27094 27094 

V8 Vantage 29093 — 

V8 Volante 33959 33959 

Lagonda —_ 37500 

AUDI (340 dealers) 

80LS 4765 5058 
GLS 5315 5608 

100 Avant L 5455 5920 
L5S 5905 6398 
GL5S 6400 6893 
AvantGL5S 6660 7153 RI176 
GL 5E 7055 7548 D8/78(a) 
CD 5E — 8700 
AvantCD5E — 9005 

AUSTIN MORRIS (1856 dealers) 

Mini 850 2380 — RTR340 
1000 2503. 2888 D3/78 
Clubman 

(998cc) —_— 3158 
Clubman 
(1:098cc) 2773 — RTR410 
Clubman 
estate 
(998cc) — 3397 
estate 
(1098cc) 3012 — 
1275GT 3111 — 

Allegro 1100DL 2716 — 
4dr 2819 — 
1300S 2dr 3033 3398 
4dr 3136 3501 RTR377 
1300 estate 3314 3679 


1500 4dr 3235 3600 
1500SP 4dr 3574 3939 
1500S estate 3439 3804 D9/79 
1750HL 4dr 3785 — 
Vanden Plas 
1500 4dr 4296 4661 
Marina 1300 3104 — 
4dr 3225 — 
1300L 3350 — 
4dr 3439 3787 RTR392 
1300HL 4dr 3795 4143 
1300 estate 3673 — 
1700 4dr 3508 — 
1700L 4dr 3731 4079 
1700HL4dr 4114 4462 D4/79 
1700 estate 3881 — 
1700L estate 4144 4492 
Maxi 1500 3815 — 
1750 3982 4393 RTR263 
1750HL 4199 4610 
1750HLS 4314 — 
Princess 1700L 4089 4523 
1700HL 4390 4824 
2000HL 4629 5063 
2200HL 4995 5429 D11/78 
2200HLS 5551 5985 
BENTLEY 72 dealers) 
T2 Series — 32173 
Corniche —_ 46728 
Convertible —_ 49629 
BMW 
316 4849 — RI149 
320 6099 6769 
323i 7099. — 
518 6399 — 
520 7449 7859 D11/78 
525 8499 8953 
528i 9649 10102 
633CSi — 16549 
635CSi 17749 — 
728 10649 11148 
730 12549 13048 
733i 13749 14248 
BRISTOL (1 dealer) 
412 S2 
convertible- 
saloon —— 29356 
603 S2 a 32474 
BUICK (5 dealers) 
Century -—— 9052 
CADILLAC (5 dealers) 
Seville Elegante — 20492 
Elegante (Ihd) — 18263 
Seville — 17293 
Seville (Ind) — 15064 


Fleetwood- 
Brougham 


d'Elegance 14951 


CATERHAM CARS (0 dealers) 
Super Seven TC 4719 


1600GT 4167 — 
CHEVROLET (5 dealers) 
Caprice Classic — 12166 
Classic (Ihd) — 10078 
Classic estate — 12283 
Classic estate 
(Ihd) _ 10195 
Monte Carlo 
coupé — 9324 
Corvette (Ihd) — 11532 


CHRYSLER (650 dealers) 


La ON-THE-ROAD NEW-CA 


Sunbeam 1.0LS 2800 — RI164 
1.0GL 3048 — 
13S 3020 3360 
fet 3268 3608 
1.6GL 3403 3743 
1.6GLS 3779 4119 D6/78 
Ti 4125 — 
Avenger 1.3LS 3110 3450 D9/78 
1.3GL 3558 3898 
1.3LS estate 3472 3812 
1.3GLestate 3943 4283 
1.6LS 3229 3569 
1.6GL 3678 4018 RTR405 
1.6GLS 4025 4365 RTR339(a) 
1.6LS estate 3591 3931 
1.6GLestate 4063 4403 
Horizon LS 
(1118cc) 3138 — 
LS (1294cc) 3281 — 
GL(1118cc) 3575 — D5/79 
GL(1294cc) 3717 — 
GLS (1294cc) 4073 — 
Hunter DL 3183 — 
Super 3573 3861 
180 4074 — 
2 litre 4789 5107 RTR308 
Alpine LS 
(1294cc) 3655 — 
LS (1442cc) 3824 — 
GL(1294cc) 4036 — RI151 
GL(1442cc) 4281 — RTR381 
GLS (1442cc) 4897 — RTR381 
Matra Rancho 6057 — 
CITROEN (250 dealers) 
2CV6 2071 — R1118 
Dyane Weekend 2275 — D1/79 
G special 3210 — 
estate 3484. — 
Club 3543 3761 £xRTR384 
Clubestate 3783 4001 D8/79 


Pallas 3934 4152 
CX2000 super 5581 — RTR416 
CX2400 Super 6223 6411 RTR416 
Pallas 6835 7023 
GTi 7441 — 
Injection — 7324 
Prestige 
Injection 10120 10308 
Safari 6389 6694 RTR416 
S Familiale 6504 6809 
CX2500D 6460 — 
D Super 6748 — 
D Familiale 6861 — 
COLT (318 dealers) 
Lancer 1200 
Super 3149 — 
1400GL 3449 3774 = RTR371 
4dr 3599 — 
GLX 3dr 
hatchback 3649 — 
1400 estate 3749 — 
Celeste 1600ST 4049 — 
GS 4249 — D5/78 
2000GT 4549 — 
Sigma 1600GL 4249 4574 
2000GLX 4799 5124 RTR432 
estate 5349 — 
Sapporo2000 5949 6274 
DAIHATSU (70 dealers) 
F20 soft top 4645 — 
hard top 4795 — 
F50 soft top 
(diesel) 5109 — 
hard top 
(diesel) 5259 — 
DATSUN (370 dealers) 
Cherry L 3dr 2712 — 
GL 2855 — 
4dr saloon 2914 — D3/78 
5dr estate 3112) — 
3dr coupé 3280 
Sunny 1200GLS 
2dr 3015 — 
4dr 3114. — 
1400GLS — 3457 
4dr — 3548 
1200 estate 3300 — 
1400 coupé 3468 — 
Fastback 
estate 3663 — 
Violet 140J Mk3 3344 — RI132M 
160J Mk3 3407 3687 
SSS coupé 3805 — 
Bluebird 160B 
Mklil 3586 — 
180B 3693 3973 
180B estate 
MkII 3974 — RTR316 
180B SSS 
Mklil 4063 — 
Laurel 2litre Mkll 4834 5153 D11/78 
2\itre MkIl 
PAS 5052 5371 
Skyline 240K : 
coupé 6464 6783 
\280C saloon 6290 6609 
280C estate 6128 6447 
280ZX 2-seater 8218 8537 


T HAD to beseen to be believed! 

Several brand-new Ford Fiestas 
had just arrived by ship at Wey- 
mouth, Dorset, from the factory 
in Spain, and were lined up ready 
for loading on to car transporters. 
What happened next, according to 
the AA member who watched, 
almost made his eyes pop out. 

Waiting drivers jumped into the 
Fiestas, started them up ... and 
began playing ‘boy racers’ round 
the compound. 

It must be said that Ford acted 
immediately on the information 
when the member’s report was 
passed on by the AA, last April. 
But, with past sightings of Jaguar 
XJSs being similarly joyridden at 
Felixstowe Docks, Suffolk—it 
was said that the squealing of 
tyres could be heard a quarter ofa 


4 


mile away—it is to be wondered 
how many other new cars get 
abused in some way before 
delivery to the buying public? 
How many salesmen emulate the 
man in Bournemouth who often 
takes new, already-registered cars 
from the showroom for personal 
weekend use? To prevent awkward 
questions about mileage, he dis- 
connects the speedometer cable. 
Then there are the delivery 
drivers who drive new cars to the 
dealers, or from showroom to 


Delivery pains 
and your new car 


showroom, when the numbers 
don’t justify a transporter. 
Recently, in DRIVE, a reader in 
Havant, Hants, wrote of the 
several occasions on which he had 
been overtaken at high speed by 
brand-new cars wearing trade- 
plates and their ex-works wax 
coating. We invited others to tell 
us of similar experiences, and the 
response—from as far afield as 
Cleveland, Co Durham, Bright- 
lingsea, Essex, Runcorn, Cheshire, 
and Weston-super-Mare, Avon 


suggests that this kind of mal- 
treatment is widespread. 

A reader from Ripon, Yorks, 
quoted six cases, in March and 
April, when he was passed at 
speed by new cars in the process 
of being delivered, and listed loca- 
tions, models and_ trade-plate 
details. All involved Fords, and 
DRIVE has handed the information 
to the manufacturer. One of the 
cars, the reader claimed, was 
doing 60—-70Omph, three were 
travelling at 70-80mph, and two 
in excess of 80mph—one of them 
‘pouring smoke from its exhaust’. 

Ford’s owners’-handbook 
advice, in common with that of 
other manufacturers, urges new- 
car owners to ‘avoid consistent 
high speeds and severe brake 
applications’, saying: ‘Careful 
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280ZX 2 + 2 9114 9433 


DE TOMASO (3 dealers) 
Pantera GTS 19794 — 


Longchamp — 22882 
Deauville _— 25825 
FERRARI (15 dealers) 
Dino 308GT4 16107 — 
308GTB 17436 — 
308GTS 18277 — 
400GT 28457 28457 
512BB 30301 — 
FIAT (400 dealers) 
126 1933 — 
de Ville 2102 — D1/79 
127900L2dr 2536 — RI137 
1050L 3dr 2654 — 
1050C 3dr 2763 — 
1050CL3dr 2870 — RTR429 
Sport 3193 — 
128 1300CL 3125 — 
estate 3241 — 
X1/9 1500 4907 — 
Mirafiori 1300L 3171 — 
4dr 3305 — 
1600CL4dr 3893 4178 
estate 4233 — RTR412 
Sport 4987 — 
Supermirafiori 
1600TC 4460 4745 D10/78(a) 
132 2litre 5248 5568 D12/78 
FORD (1240 dealers) 
Fiesta 950 2620 — RTR417 
950L 2912 — 
1100 2756 — 
1100L 3045 — 
1100S 3385 — 
1100 Ghia 3784 — Rl170 
1300S 3561 — 
1300 Ghia 3921 — 
Escort 1100 
Popular 2621 — RI136 
1100 Popular 
Plus 2735 — 
1100 Popular 
Plus 4dr 2348 — 
1100L 2978 — 
1100L 4dr 3091 — 
1100estate 2937 — 
1300 Popular 2707. — 
1300 Popular 
Plus 2835 — D4/78 
1300 Popular 
Plus 4dr 2948 — 
1300L 3063 3363 
1300L 4dr 3176 3476 
1300GL 3363 3663 
1300GL4dr 3475 3775 
1300 Sport 3550 — 
1300 Ghia 3944 4249 
1300 Ghia 
4dr 4057 4362 
1300 estate 3084 — 
1300L estate 3405 — 
1300GL 
estate 3776.22. — 
1600 Sport 3651 — 
1600 Ghia 4159 4464 04/79 


driving during the first 1000 miles 
will pay dividends later in longer 
engine life and smoother mechani- 
cal functioning.’ 

The outcome of ignoring these 
recommendations? Says Les Sims, 
manager of AA technical services: 
‘At best, excessive oil consump- 
tion. At worst, premature com- 
ponent failure. 

‘No matter how carefully parts 
are machined at the factory,’ Sims 
continues, ‘they look like the sur- 
face of the moon when viewed 
under a microscope. To give them 
a chance to bed-in properly, 
drivers must take things easy at 
the start. Belt a car from the word 


go, and it’s like rubbing two 
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pieces of sandpaper together: 
each wears the other away.’ 
Most new cars are moved by 


Cortina 1300 3160 — 
1300 4dr 3282 — 
1300L 3373 — RTR372 
1300L 4dr 3494 — 
1600 4dr 3470 — 
1600L 3682 3987 RTR404 
1600GL 4027 4332 
1600 Ghia 4769 5074 
1600 estate 3853 — 
1600L estate 4101 4406 
1600GL 
estate 4446 4751 
1600 Ghia 
estate 5187 5492 
2000GL 4252 4557 
2000S 4523 — 
2000 Ghia 4903 5208 
2000GL 
estate 4671 4976 
2000 Ghia 
estate 5322 5627 RTR413 
2300GL 4800 5105 
2300S 5070 — 
2300 Ghia 5451 5756 
2300GL 
estate 5219 5524 
2300 Ghia 
estate 5870 6175 
Capri 1300L 3627 — 
1600L 3824 4129 
1600GL 4068 4373 RTR342 
1600S 4642 — 
2000GL 4309 — 
2000S 4838 — RI166 
2000 Ghia 5623 5928 
3000S 5205 — 
3000 Ghia — 6340 R114 
Granada 2000L 5087 5459 
2000L estate 5622 — 
2100diesel 5473 — 
2300L 5382 5754 
2300GL 6545 6917 
2300L estate 5906 6278 
2800GL — 6994 
2800i GLS 7651 8023 
2800 Ghia — 8465 
2800i Ghia 8865 9237 
2800GL 
estate — 7490 =—D8/78(a) 
2800i GLS 
estate 8008 8380 
2800 Ghia 
estate — 8853 D8/78 
2800i Ghia 
estate 9178 9550 
FORD USA (14 dealers) 
Mercury 
Monarch Ghia — 8858 
Monarch (Ihd) — 7858 
Mustang Ghia 
2.3 Turbo (Ihd) 7408 — 
HONDA (246 dealers) 
Civic 1200 3dr 2895 3115 
1200 5dr 3085 3305 R1155 
Accord 3dr 4040 4300 RTR420(a) 
4dr 4240 4500 D4/79 
Executive — 5275 
Prelude 4875 5135 
transporter, though, on_ the 


evidence of that scene at Wey- 
mouth, this is no guarantee 
against pre-delivery wear and tear. 
Nonetheless, over a year, a large 
number of vehicles are driven 
individually to their destinations. 
A Ford spokesman told DRIVE: 
‘Before you begin, you’re going 
to tell me that the majority of cars 
spotted by your readers were ours. 
Well, that’s inevitable, given our 
position in the market-place.’ 
He’s right. Almost four times as 
many Fords as any other make 
figured in DRIVE readers’ letters. 

Particularly worrying is the 
observation of a Weston-super- 
Mare police officer engaged in 
motorway-patrol duties in Avon 
and Somerset: ‘It is not uncom- 
mon to see new cars being driven 


JAGUAR ROVER TRIUMPH 
Jaguar (321 dealers) 


XJ6 3.4 11863 11863 RTR380 
XJ6 4.2 13058 13058 
XJ12 5.3 _— 15881 RTR305 
XJS 17525 17525 RTR394 
Daimler (277 dealers) 
Sovereign 4.2 13748 13748 
Double-Six — 16588 
Vanden Plas 4.2 — 18184 
Double-Six 
Vanden Plas — 21407 
Rover (950 dealers) 
2300 6115 6481 
2600 6915 7141 D8/78 
3500 8116 8342 RTR428 
Range Rover 3.5 10617 — D2/79 
Land-Rover (485 dealers) 
Land-Rover 4766 — RTR333 
diesel 5414 — 
lwb 5572 — 
Iwb diesel 6220 — 
Iwb 6-cylinder 5543. — 
Triumph (868 dealers) 
Spitfire 3665 — RTR376 
hardtop 3768 — 
Dolomite 1300 3576 — 
1500 3817 4187 
1500HL 4230 4600 
1850HL 4773 5143 
Sprint 5793 5924 RTR332 
TR7 5111 5330 RTR401 
MG (1856 dealers) 
Midget 3264 — 
MGB Sports 4351 — RTR243 
MGB GT 4949 — 
JEEP (70 dealers) 
CJ7 soft top 5314 — 
hard top 5704 — 
Renegade 
soft top 6764 — 
hard top 7114 — 
C7. 
Golden Eagle 6764 — 
hard top 7114. — 
Cherokee 4dr 
(6-cyl) 8994 9094 
S (6-cyl) _— 9914 
S V8 — 10494 D2/79 
Chief V8 — 10794 
Golden Eagle 
Chief — 11114 
LADA (190 dealers) 
1200 2163 — RI175 
estate 2463 — 
1300ES 2530 — D4/78 
1500 
estate 2593 — 
1500ES 
estate 2978 — 
1600 2793 — RI173 
1600ES 3171 — R1173 
Niva 4098 — 
LANCIA (135 dealers) 
Beta 1300 3624 — 
1600 4328 — 
2000 4619 — R1171 
2000ES 5015 — 


flat out on trade-plates, and, when 
stopped, it is not unusual to find 
that the speedometer cable has 
been disconnected.’ (This practice 
is legal only if the car is en route 
to the docks for export.) 

In fact, says the Society of Motor 
Manufacturers and _ Traders, 
action is taken to prevent this. A 
spokesman explains: ‘If we receive 
more than one report that a cer- 
tain driver is disobeying instruc- 
tions, we inform the appropriate 
manufacturer. There have been 
cases of men losing their liveli- 
hoods through this. And, once 
struck off, they find it virtually 
impossible to work again.’ 

The trouble is that many drivers 
are freelances, paid according to 
the number of cars that they 
move. It follows that the faster 


Beta coupé 
1300 4313 — 
1600 4919 — 
2000 5317. — 
Beta Spyder 
2000 5780 — 
Beta HPE 1600 5600 — 
2000 5998 — 
Gamma Berlina 7196 — 
Gran Turismo 9246 — 


LOTUS (40 dealers) 


Elite 501 13583 13956 
502 14514 — 
503 15021 — 
504 —_— 15248 

Eclat 520 12093 — 

521 13030 13404 
522 13986 — 
523 14493 — 
524 — 14708 

Esprit 13239 — 

MASERATI (9 dealers) 

Merak SS 172387 — 

Kyalami 24268 — 

Khamsin 26618 — 

MAZDA (240 dealers) 

1000 hatchback 2815 — 

1300 

hatchback 3045 — D4/78 
1300 hatchback 
5dr 3195 — RTR424 
1.4 Special 
hatchback 3415 — 
1400 hatchback 
5dr > 3515 
1400 estate 3415 — D10/79 
Montrose 
1600GL 3765 — 
1600GLS 4015 — 
2000GLS 4265 4565 
2000GLS 
coupé 4565 — 


MERCEDES-BENZ (96 dealers) 


200 7441 — 
200D 7608 — 
230 —_ 8514 
230C — 10380 
240D 8530 9090 
240D Iwb — 13283 
250 _— 9800 
250 Iwb _— 13283 
300D — 10563 
280E _— 11694 
280SE — 13673 
280CE _ 12703 
350SE — 15910 
350SL _ 15750 
450SE — 17130 
450SEL — 18090 
450SL —_ 16831 
450SLC — 19805 
450SEL 6.9 — 28716 


MORGAN (18 dealers) 


4/4 1600 4859 — 
4-str 5343 — 
Plus 8 7094 — 


they can complete one delivery, 
the sooner they can get cracking 
on the next delivery. 

As the letters from DRIVE readers 
suggest, it is difficult for motorists 
to recall accurately the details of 
offenders’ trade-plates when 
travelling at speed. So those who 
indulge in motorway and trunk- 
road burn-ups are unlikely to be 
identified. A few that are caught 
also get off because, says the 
SMMT, inquiries have shown that 
they were driving 3litre models. 
‘These cars,’ the spokesman 
explains, ‘can be driven at around 
70mph without harm _ because 
they’re not exceeding 3500rpm.’ 

But, of course, not every car isa 
3litre or more... 

Vrrrooom: A Nelson, Lancs, 
reader reported seeing ‘countless’ 
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OPEL (230 dealers) 
Kadett Economy 2576 — 


DL 2797 — 
CityDL3dr 2861 — 
Special 2dr 3027 — 
Special3dr 3126 — 
Special 4dr 3107 — 
Special estate 
3dr 3306 — RTR338 
coupé 3234 3533 
Ascona 3372 — 
4dr 3481 — 
DL 2dr 3764 4134 
DL 4dr 3872 4242 
2.0DL 4067 4437 
2.0 Berlina 4403 4773 
Manta 2.0 
Berlinetta 
hatchback 5082 5452 
coupé 4967 5337 
Rekord 4871 5265 
Berlina 5139 5533 D12/78 
Berlina HL 5908 6302 
estate DL 5531 5925 
DL diesel 5791 6185 
estate DL 
diesel 6245 6639 
Senator — 10086 
Monza coupé 
3dr 10361 10361 
PANTHER (35 dealers) 
J72.4:2 18110 18504 
de Ville 5.3 
saloon — 50086 
convertible — 60628 
Lima 7410 7807 
Lima Turbo 8113. — 
PEUGEOT (250 dealers) 
104GL 2774 — RTR406 
104ZL 2815 — 
104SL 3115 — RTR406 
104ZS 3264 — Ri146 
104S 3519 — 
304GL estate 3340 — 
| 304SL estate 3594 — 
305GL 3495 — D9/78 
305GR 3785 — D9/78 
305SR 4124 — RI162 
504 4260 4776 R1174 
504 estate 4729 — 
504 diesel 4890 — RI125 
504 diesel estate 5325 — 
504GL 4854 5370 RI1I140 
504GL estate 5267 5783 RI159 
504GL diesel 5555 — RTR425(a) 
504TI 5320 5836 RTR358 
504 Family 
estate 5301 5817 
504 Family 
diesel estate 6002 — 
604SL 7444 7957 RTR391 
604TI 8490 8852 R1I167 
POLSKI FIAT (125 dealers) 
125P 2245 — RTR379 
estate 2565 — 
Polonez 3115 — 


PONTIAC (5 dealers) 


Firebird 
Trans-Am — 9311 
PORSCHE (18 dealers) 
924 8679 9128 D7/78 
924 Lux 9128 9578 
911SC (coupé 
or targa) 14679 — 
911SC Sport 
(coupé or targa) 16428 — 
928 20628 20628 
Turbo 26379 — 
RELIANT (260 dealers) 
Robin saloon 2158 — RTR365 
supersaloon 2486 — 
estate 2325 — 
superestate 2591 — 
Kitten DL 2429 — 
DL estate 2599 — 
Scimitar GTE 7814 7952 RTR303 
RENAULT (420 dealers) 
4 2338 ~—— RTR364 
4TL 2524 — RTR364 
5 2447. — 
Sane 2742 — D3/78 
5GTL 2952 — RI143 
5TS 3289 RTR370 
5 auto — 3352 RI172 
5 Gordini 4251 — 
6TL 3036 — RTR364 
TZ 2941 — RTR385 
12TL 3257 — RTR385 
estate 3633 — RTR374 
14TL 3173. — RTR414 
14GTL 3246 — 
15GTL 4085 — D5/78 
16TL 3903 4228 RTR291 
16TX 4731 5058 RTR359 
1277S 5051 — 
18TL 3425 — 
18TS 3717 4068 
18GTL 3927 — 
18GTS 4345 4615 
20TL 4601 4966 RTR409 
20TS 5496 5861 D12/78 
30TS 6602 6967 RI134 
30TX 7830 8076 
ROLLS-ROYCE (70 dealers) 
Silver Shadow || — 32173 RTR312 
Silver Wraith I] — 37871 
Corniche —_ 46728 
Convertible — 49629 
Camargue —_ 56907 
SAAB (188 dealers) 
99L 2dr 4802 — 
99GL 4dr 5227 5677 RTR419 
9OO0GL 3dr 5872 — 
9O00GLS 3dr 6122 6622 
5dr 6377 6947 
900EMS 3dr 7402. — 
9OOGLE 5dr — 8102 
Turbo 3dr 9122 — 
Turbo 5dr 9482 — 
SIMCA (650 dealers) 
1005GLS 
Special 2268 — 


new makes and models being 
abused on delivery runs, particu- 
larly on the M62. ‘One instance 
was a Ford Cortina Mk4, still in 
wax and with numbers scribbled 
on the windows, being driven at 
full bore in the fast lane. It must 
have been well above the legal 
speed limit . . . Ten miles farther 
down the motorway, I spotted it 
again—on the hard shoulder, its 
hazard-warning lights flashing, its 
bonnet up, obviously boiling.’ 
Vrrrooom: ‘I travel on the A505 
road to Hitchin daily, and am 
often overtaken by new Vauxhall 
vans and trucks in excess of 
70mph’ (Luton, Beds, reader). 
Vrrrooom: ‘I was doing 70mph, 
yet I was passed by three Fiestas 
when driving south on the Al in 
south Yorkshire. I later discussed 
the matter with a friend who owns 
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a substantial repair garage. His 
comment—“‘It’s happening all the 
time up and down the country”’’ 
(Brightlingsea, Essex, reader). 
Vrrrooom: ‘The new-car dealer 
next door maltreats obviously 
cold engines by revving up until 
the engines are screaming and 
smoke is pouring from the back. 
This is most noticeable when 
models are driven the short 
distance to the garage from the 
transporter that has just delivered 
them’ (Windsor, Berks, reader). 
Vrrrooom: ‘I was travelling north 
on the M5 at 65-70mph, and 
was passed by a couple of new 
Fiestas with trade-plates. I tried 
to log their speed by keeping up 
with them, but at 80mph they were 
still pulling away from me’ (Barry, 
S Wales, reader). 

Vrrrooom: ‘I have just seen a 


1006GLS 
Special 2363 — RTR357 
1100LE 3dr 2451 — 
1100LE 5dr 2522 — RTR298 
1100GLS estate 2929 — 
Special 2887 — 
SKODA (275 dealers) 
S$110R coupé 2120 — 
105S 1970 — 
105L 2069 — D1/79 
120L 2170 — 
120LS 2419 — RI169 
SPARTAN (0 dealers) 
Sports 2-str 4010 — 
2+2 4310 — 
SUBARU (65 dealers) 
1600DL 2dr 2963 — 
4dr 3092 3466 D6/78 
Custom 4dr 3419 — 
GL coupé 3115 — 
GFT 3618 — 
DL estate 3454 — 
4wd estate 4420 — D2/79 
SUZUKI (18 dealers) 
LJ80 4wd 3010 — 
LJ80V 4wd 3460 — 
TOYOTA (232 dealers) 
Starlet GL 3dr 
(1000cc) 2978 — D3/79 
GL 5dr 3070 — D3/79 
GL 3dr 
(1200cc) 3194 — 
GL 5dr 3290 — 
Corolla 
30-1200DL2dr 2946 — 
1200DL4dr 3058 3251 RTR399 
estate 3309 — 
1600 Liftback 3670 — 
Carina 1600 DL 3727 4002 D10/78(a) 
estate 4010 — 
Celica 1600ST 
coupé 4189 — 
2000ST 
Liftback 4555 — RTR423 
2000XT 
Liftback 5250 5435 
2000GT 
Liftback 5537 — 
Cressida 
2000DL 4382 4675 
estate 4713 5009 
Corona GL 5068 5256 
Crown 2600 
Super _— 7624 
TVR (28 dealers) 
3000M 7368 — 
convertible 7715 — 
Taimar 8010 — D7/78 
Turbo 11045 — 
convertible 11569 — 
Taimar Turbo 11836 — 
VAUXHALL (650 dealers) 
Chevette E 2741 — 
E 3dr 2784 — 
E 4dr 2856 — 


new Ford Escort Popular with 
trade-plates doing well over 70 
mph, and this is no _ isolated 
incident on the A38 Exeter— 
Plymouth road’ (Bristol reader). 

Vrrrooom: ‘If you want evidence, 
clock the Fords on the A19 
between Crathorne and Osmoth- 
erley, Co Durham. I would hate 
to buy any of these, the way 
they’re delivered’ (Cleveland, Co 
Durham, reader). 

Vrrrooom: ‘Not only British cars 
are subjected to this treatment. I 
have seen Fiats, on the quayside at 
Ellesmere Port, being loaded on 
to transporters after being driven 
at high speeds across the potholed 
carpark with cold engines. It 
would seem to be a waste of time 
running-in any new car, as it’s 
almost certain that damage has 
already been done. I’ve even seen 
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L 2dr 3003 
L 3dr 3046 — 
L 4dr 3118 — RTR396 
L estate 3401 — 
GL 3dr 3383 — D3/79 
GL 4dr 3455 — 
2300HS 3dr 5712 — 
Viva E 2832 — RTR378 
E 4dr 2947 — 
1300L 2dr 3094 — 
L 4dr 3209 — 
Lestate 3dr 3441 — 
1300GLS 2dr 3499 — 
1300GLS 

estate 3dr 3846 — 
GLS 4dr 3614 — 
1800GLS 4dr 3802 4117 

Cavalier 1300L 3457 — D9/78 
1300L 4dr 3572 — D9/78 
1600L 2dr 3645 4037 : 
1600L 4dr 3760 4152 RTR382 
GL 4dr 4118 4510 
GLS Sports 

hatch 4783 5175 
2000GL 4dr 4339 4731 
2000GLS 5004 5396 
GLS coupé 4961 5353 

Carlton 2000 5258 5679 D12/78 
estate 5dr 5777 6194 

Royale 8990 8990 
coupé 9316 9316 

VOLKSWAGEN (340 dealers) 

Polo N900 3dr 2790 — RTR408 
L900 3dr 3080 — RTR408 
GLS1100 3dr 3445 — RTR408 

Derby 

$1100 2dr 2930 — 
LS1100 2dr 3270 — D3/79 
GLS1300 2dr 3585 — RI168 

Golf N1100 3dr 3080 — 

L1100 5dr 3520 — RTR411 
LD (diesel) 

1500 5dr 4210 — RI160 

GL1100 3dr 3645 — 
GLS1460 5dr 4050 4317 D6/78 
GTI1600 3dr 4820 — 
Passat LS 1600 
5dr 4525 4818 RTR388 
GLS1600 5dr 4840 5133 RI165 
LS estate 4665 4958 
GLS estate 5110 5403 
Scirocco 
GLS1600 
coupé 5110 5443 D7/79 

VOLVO (239 dealers) 

343DL 3668 3818 D10/78(a) 

244DL 5410 6145 RTR426 

244GL + o/d 6594 6909 RTR426 

244GLE 7161 7476 

245DL estate 6028 6448 RTR368 

245GLE estate 7165 7481 

264GL 7774 8089 RTR395 

264GLE 8636 8951 

265GL estate 7913 8228 

265GLE estate 8413 8728 

262C coupé 12824 13125 

264TE 

Limousine — 17273 


a Rolls maltreated’ (Runcorn, 
Cheshire, reader). 

Says the SMMT: “Depending on 
the make and model, cars of 
2litres or less should not exceed 
50-60mph while being delivered.’ 
Nor, for that matter, should new 
cars be raced around dockyards, 
or taken out of showrooms for 
weekend pleasure jaunts. 

DRIVE would like to see these 
disturbing practices ended. But it 
is no use pretending that it will 
happen overnight: it will take 
many complaints, recording dates, 
locations, speeds, makes and 
models concerned, colour and 
litre ratings and, most important, 
details of drivers’ trade plates. 

Thanks for your letters. You can 
be sure we'll pass them on to 
manufacturers to start the ball 
rolling. ROY JOHNSTONE 
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| WAS GASPING 
FOR AIR AND HAD 
TIRED BLOOD TILL 
[WAS FITTED WITH 


MOTORCRAFT 
FILTERS! 


Motorcraft parts. Keep-fit for cars. 


When your car feels like it’s off form fit a Motorcraft 


Air Filter. That'll give it back its zest for life. ; To fit most cars, 

And if your car’s life blood, the oil, has lost its pep, including imports. 
try fitting a Motorcraft Oil Filter. There’s no better tonic. 
Because a clean engine is a willing one. 

Motorcraft Air and Oil Filters are tops in quality 
but not in price. They are part of the range of over 4,000 
quality parts that fit most cars, and commercial vehicles, 
including imports. 

A Keep-fit course with Motorcraft Parts really works. BACKED BY FORD 


Spark plugs - Filters « Ignition parts + Ignition ‘tune-up’ kits - Fan belts - Wiper blades and arms « Bulbs « Cooling system parts » Antifreeze - Wheel bearings « Shock absorbers « Car care products + Batteries 


summer weekends—the AA has 
drawn up a ‘six-point plan’ for 
drivers to make the gallons go 
farther: 

@accelerate gently and smoothly 
through the gears 

@use the highest gear possible 
(but do not labour the engine), 
and cruise between 40—S5Omph 
whenever possible 

@anticipate road conditions to 
avoid the necessity for sharp 
braking or acceleration 

@ ensure correct tyre pressures 
@operate the choke only when 
absolutely necessary and for the 
minimum possible time 

@and turn off the engine while 
stationary in traffic jams. 


@ Petrol misers will find lots of fuel 


for thought in the next two issues of 
DRIVE, both of which will be packed 
with energy-saving ideas and advice. 
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Ambulance without wheels 
A high-speed motorway smash. 
And, amid the twisted steel and 
tangled wreckage, two people lie 
critically injured. Every minute 
that passes lessens their chances of 
survival. 

In such a remote spot, both prob- 
ably would have died waiting for an 
ambulance to arrive, or on their 
way in one to hospital. But look 
again at our picture, above: the 
ambulance for these victims has 
already arrived—the yellow one, 
on the left, with the rotor blades 
and no wheels. 

The specially equipped helicopter 
covered 17 miles in eight minutes 
to bring a doctor to the scene. And 
that’s the most important thing of 
all—more important even than 
getting the casualties to hospital in 
less than 10 minutes once they’ve 
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been stretchered and put aboard. 
For the sooner that resuscitation 
can be administered, the quicker a 
patient can be prepared for sub- 
sequent specialist treatment of his 
injuries. Early care can prevent all 
kinds of complications. 

There’s just one disappointment: 
the picture was taken in W Ger- 
many, not Gt Britain. Although 
military helicopters are occasion- 
ally called out to road accidents in 
this country, it’s very much the 
exception. Moreover, the army’s 
choppers, unlike those used in 
Germany, are not specifically 
designed for transporting road- 
accident victims. 

Today, there are 24 hospital- 
based rescue-helicopter stations in 
Germany. The establishment of 
two more, next year, will put prac- 
tically every part of the country in 


reach of the air-rescue service. 
Cost-benefit analyses show that 
each helicopter need save only two 
lives a year to prove economic. 

In fact, the service is doing much 
better than this. In 10-15% of 
cases, on doctors’ estimates, the 
helicopters (which supplement 
ground-rescue services) either save 
a life or play a crucial role in pre- 
venting permanent disablement, or 
reduce a patient’s stay in hospital. 
They fly 12,500 missions annually, 
half of them to road accidents. 

In Britain, as DRIVE reported two 
years ago, immediate-care schemes 
are provided by a handful of 
hospital emergency squads and 
specially trained ambulance crews, 
and on a voluntary basis by some 
GPs. Although GP schemes are 
growing, large areas of the UK still 
remain uncovered. 


No butts 

_ The risk of starting a grass or 
forest blaze isn’t the only reason 
why smokers should resist throw- 


ing lighted cigarettes out of 
vehicle windows. The summer is 
also the season of resurfacing 
Britain’s roads, and a shower of 
sparks from a carelessly thrown 


cigarette could trigger a poten- 
_ tially dangerous ‘road fire’. 


That’s the warning from Philip 


| Symes, managing director of the 


Ashurst, Hants-based company 


| Grant, Galloway and Gear, which 


manufactures _road-resurfacing 


_ plant. He explains: ‘Inflammable 


vapour is given off from hot bitu- 
men as it is sprayed, and occasion- 
ally this ignites. When this 
happens, research and subsequent 
enquiries rarely discover the 


_ cause. In the absence of any other 
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reason, I can only think that 
irresponsibly discarded cigarettes 
from passing drivers are the 
source of the trouble.’ 

Normally, the fires are dealt with 
by the operators of spraying 
machinery, who undergo special 
safety training. But sometimes, in 
the panic of the moment, the lever 
that shuts off the spray is forgot- 
ten. The other worry is the ‘cow- 
boy’ operator, whose maintenance 
and training standards may be 
questionable. 

Now see ‘It’s not the cough’, page 10. 


Red alert 


Traffic congestion 
on Frenchroads_ } 
this summer will be § 
a nuisance to tens 
of thousands— 
perhaps you, as 
you drive toa 
holiday in the sun. 
So do yourself— 
and everyone else— 
a favour by looking 
out for the bison futé. 

The ‘clever 
Indian’ is 
France’s cartoon-character sym- 
bol on traffic-information maps 
and at centres throughout France 
during the holiday months, and, 
by calling at his sign (or, of 
course, asking the AA to put you 
on to him in advance of your 
holiday), you can obtain the latest 
information on traffic build-ups— 
and, better still, less-trafficked 
routes across France. 

In general, heavy-traffic days to 
avoid are 29, 30 June; 1, 13, 14, 
26, 27, 28, 29 July; 1, 2, 4, 23, 24, 
25, 31 August; and | September. 


Roads information 

Numbers in parentheses refer to 
maps in the 1978-1979 edition of 
the AA Members’ Handbook. 
BRITAIN 

Motorways open A1l(M) South Mimms 
—Hatfield, 3.2 miles (19). 

Major roads open March bypass A141, 
2.6 miles (28); Newbury—Sandleford 
link A34, 1 mile (9); Bury St Edmunds 
—Woolpit dualling, 3.7 miles (20). 
OVERSEAS 

Denmark Lower speed limits are: 
motorways from 110kph to 100kph 
(62mph); major roads from 90kph to 
80kph (SOmph); secondary roads 
and built-up areas remain at 60kph 
(37mph). Fines for exceeding limits 
revised: minimum on-the-spot fine 
increased to DKr 600; rising scale 
between DKr 600 and DKr 2000 for 
breaking limits by 20—SOkph. 

France Autoroute A61 Two sections of 
toll motorway now open to traffic 
between Toulouse and Narbonne: 
26km between Toulouse and Ville- 
franche-de-Lauragais, and 48km 
between Carcassonne and Narbonne. 
Yugoslavia Belgrade-NiS. ES: road 
works in progress; 114km section Bel- 
grade-Bato¢ina toll motorway now 
open; tolls—cars up to 1300cc D45, 
all cars over—D60. Toll for Zagreb— 
Karlovac E96 motorway increased to 
D20 for cars up to 1700cc, D25 for 
those over. 


Would you belt up? 

The first man in Britain to refuse 
to wear a seatbelt was certainly 
taught a lesson: he fell 200ft out of 
an aircraft over the Hampshire 


countryside, and didn’t live to 
mend his ways. 

The legendary Colonel Samuel 
Franklyn Cody had always insisted 
that he would never be strapped in, 
just in case he needed to make a 
swift exit from his stunt plane. 
Sixty-five years later, the argument 
has a familiar ring, being used with 
monotonous regularity by oppon- 
ents of belting-up in cars by law. 

Until the General Election inter- 
vened, it looked at last as if Britain 
would adopt legislation: the Bill 
had survived its Second Reading in 
the Commons and seemed to be on 
course for the statute book. But one 
of the first acts of the incoming 
government was to drop the propo- 
sals—a sad setback, particularly in 
view of a DRIVE survey that sug- 
gests many drivers are simply not 
going to wear seatbelts without 
legislation. 

DRIVE’s poll of nearly 1000 
motorists nationwide found that 
one in four still refuses to wear a 
seatbelt—usually clinging to the 
same mistaken belief as Mr Cody. 

The survey indicates that, despite 
expensive publicity campaigns (and 
who can forget Jimmy Savile’s 
clunk-clickings?), the number of 
drivers who belt-up has risen by 
only 6% since DRIVE last took a 
poll, in 1974. Despite four attempts 
in that time to make front-seatbelt- 
wearing compulsory, only 29 
drivers in every 100 always use 
them although a further 15% 
nearly always belt up. 

A hopeful note, however, is that 
twice the proportion of under-34s, 
compared to over-65s, are seat- 
belters. Gentle persuasion seems 
also to have been more effective 
in the white-collar group, with 
36% always wearing belts, com- 
pared with only 20% of blue-collar 
workers. In this group, one in three 
claims never to wear a belt, and, 
significantly, most insist that only 
legislation would make them. 

Nearly half of DRIVE’s 1000 had, 
at some time or another, been 
involved in a road accident; fewer 
than a quarter of these were wear- 
ing a seatbelt at the time, but most 
now agree that they would have a 
better chance of escaping serious 
injury if they were to wear a belt. 

Only 4% thought that they stood 
a greater chance of being injured 
if they were belted up, hoping for 
a quick getaway in fire or water 
crashes ... and they stuck to their 
view in spite of the fact that fewer 
than one in every 100 serious 
accidents involve fire or water. 
Some of this minority also argue 
that the chances of survival are 
better in an accident if a car’s 
occupants are thrown clear. Not 
so, says the government’s Trans- 


port and Road Research Labora- 
tory: falling out of a car in an 
accident could at least double the 
risk of being killed. 

Now that the Republic of Ireland 
has joined the international ‘seat- 
belts club’—they became compul- 
sory for front-seat occupants at the 
beginning of February—the UK 
and Italy are the only EEC coun- 
tries that still allow motorists to 
drive without them. Belts are also 
compulsory in Spain, Portugal, 
Norway, Austria, Sweden, Finland, 
Hungary, Czechoslovakia, the 
USSR, Israel, Australia, New 
Zealand, South Africa and in some 
parts of Canada. 

How effective has legislation been 
in these countries? 

The latest official reports (and 
there have been at least a dozen 
since the early 1970s) show that, 
in many cases, it has trebled the 
number of motorists wearing seat- 
belts, and reduced the number of 
road deaths by 40% and serious | 
injuries by 60%. If these ratios 
held in Britain, more than 600 
deaths and nearly 13,000 serious 
injuries could be avoided annually. 

Yet according to DRIVE’s survey, 
the proportion of motorists con- 
vinced of the need for compulsory 
seatbelt legislation remains almost 
exactly the same;as in 1974— 
roughly half. Nevertheless, nearly 
60% are firmly in favour of a law 
banning children from front seats 
(though this sensible provision was 
not in fact included in the latest 
seatbelt-legislation proposals). 

Asked if they thought that car 
manufacturers should be compelled 
by law to fit rear seatbelts in cars, 
just under half of those questioned 
were in favour . . . but a massive 
83% agreed that parents who do 
not insist on their children wearing 
a safety harness are exposing them 
to unnecessary risk. 

Parents’ concern over their chil- 
dren’s safety has also been re- 
flected in the response to the 
Automotive Child Safety Bureau, 
founded in October last year by 
seatbelt-maker Kangol, to give 
guidance on all child restraints. In 
its first six months, it dealt with 
more than 250 enquiries—mainly 
from mothers. 

With more than 1500 passengers 
under 15 years old killed or 
seriously hurt in 1977, there is an 
obvious need to impress on parents 
that children should always be 
strapped in. Yet, even when parents 
preach safety for children, they 
don’t always practise it them- 
selves: DRIVE’s survey shows that 
15% of motorists who advocate 
compulsory restraints for children 
do not want them, in the form of 
seatbelts, for adults. 

And, while the controversy rages, 
it is easy to forget:that, unlike 
luckless Sam Cody, airline passen- 
gers have had to belt up for nearly 
20 years. ROLAND WEISZ 


It’s not the cough that 


A leading French doctor has called for a ban on smoking behind the wheel. To 
support his argument, he claims proof that in France, last year alone, 650 people 
were killed and a further 17,000 injured as a direct result of smoking in cars. 
Scary? Maybe—but, if he’s right, he could have a strong chance of getting his 
way: already, the anti-smoking lobby in France has claimed successes in public 
buildings, cinemas and some forms of transport, and the French ministry of health 
is expected to give him strong support. If that happens, and dedicated Europeans 
pick up the theme, could it be only a matter of time before UK motorists begin 
appearing in court, charged with ‘smoking whilst conducting a motor vehicle 
upon the public highway’? MIKE HILL—a non-smoker—goes looking for the fire 


MOKING IS AN emotive issue, and tubs 
get thumped with equal vehemence in 
pro and anti camps. But emotion, like 
smoke, tends to obscure the arguments. 
The ‘anti-’camp is very quick to produce 
comment, facts, reports and research to 
support its views, but there is a curious 
reluctance to fight back within the 
tobacco industry—in fact, all the big 


cigarette-producing companies admit to 
a voluntary ban on combating their 
opponents. Battle-weary after recent 


skirmishes over advertising, sponsorship, 
and cancer, they now roll over with their 
legs in the air immediately any challenge 
comes along, safe, presumably, in the 
knowledge that, whatever anyone says, a 
large number of people are still going to 


stuff paper and leaves into their mouths | 


and set light to them. 


‘It’s distracting, you'll cause an accident’ 
Dr Jean de Kearney, the French medic — 


who’s calling for an all-out ban on 
smoking while driving, makes a strong 
point about driver-vigilance during the 


——s 


act of lighting up: ‘Every driver who — 


smokes is a bad driver. His vigilance 
relaxes from the moment he reaches for 
a cigarette or pipe.’ 


‘But,’ says Brian Roach, of Carreras- 


Rothmans, ‘lighting up and smoking is 
no more or less distracting than unwrap- 


ping and eating sweets, trying to read the © 
map or watching girls. No motorist should — 
do anything dangerous... . but I’ve even © 


seen people shaving while driving!’ 


‘It’s nasty for non-smokers in the car’ It’s 


Carries you off, it’s... 


true that non-smokers do find the con- 
tents of other people’s lungs abhorrent. 
However, no one is prepared to say that, 
at normal levels of smoke or carbon 
monoxide caused by smoking in a car, 
it’s harmful—except, possibly to babies. 

‘Babies and young children exposed to 
smoky atmospheres will suffer long-term 
effects, mainly through increased suscep- 
tibility to chest diseases in later life,’ says 
Dr M A _ Russell, who heads the 
addiction-research unit at London’s 
Maudesley Hospital. 

‘Cigarette smoking must remain a 
personal choice,’ declares Carreras- 


‘Nicotine can damage 
optic nerves’ 


Rothman spokesman Brian Roach. ‘But 


it's wrong to inconvenience others. 
Smokers should be considerate . . . but 
then so should people who eat garlic, 
drink gin and tonic, use motor mowers 
or roar about on motorcycles...’ 


‘Smoking keeps me alert!’ Tricky one, this. 
Smoking can stimulate the brain—and it 
can act as a tranquilliser. Dr de Kearney, 
however, is adamant that smoking is a 
depressant. ‘Smokers are more alert fora 
moment, then the desire to doze off 
increases.’ 

ASH—the Action on Smoking and 
Health lobby—finds plenty of evidence 
to back him up. A W German report, 
shown to DRIVE, holds that toxic sub- 
stances in cigarettes can impair driving 
performance. Nicotine can damage the 
optic nerves, and 10 cigarettes can render 
a driver wholly incapable of taking quick 
action, concludes the study. 

Equally it isn’t difficult to ‘prove’ the 
reverse. The Tobacco Advisory Council 
(which is prepared to join the smoking 
lobby) also has a report that monitors the 
effects of smoking on human attention. It 
concludes: The general findings were that 
smokers performed tasks more efficiently 
in experimental situations with cigarettes 
than without. Smokers maintained a con- 
stantly superior level of stimulus selection 
compared to non-smoking control groups.” 

The answer is that .. . it all depends. 
‘Nicotine acts two ways,’ says Andy 
- Young, of Imperial Tobacco. ‘It depends 
on the mood of the driver. If he’s very 
keyed-up or stressed and needs calming, 
then a cigarette will probably steady him. 
If he needs to think or work at a con- 
centrated level, then a cigarette will 
stimulate his concentration.’ 


‘It'll make you go blind’ Much has been 
written about the effects on driver ability 
_ of carbon monoxide. Carbon monoxide is 
a killer—that’s why exhaust fumes are 


lethal in confined spaces—and cigarette 
smoking does release CO. At sub-lethal 
levels, CO limits capacity of the blood to 
carry oxygen to the brain. 

‘The effect of smoking in a car is to 
reduce reaction-capability as a result of 
higher concentrations of CO,’ says 
another W German study; while Dutch 
scientists blame the poison as the princi- 
pal cause of cardiac, brain and lung 
diseases behind the wheel. 

‘Rubbish!’ say the pro-smokers, who 
claim that most of the so-called con- 
clusive tests are carried out in totally 
artificial conditions. Tony St Aubyn, of 
the Tobacco Advisory Council, goes so 
far as to call the test conditions ‘lunatic’, 
and cites a paper produced in the States 
by the tobacco-funded Philip Morris 
Research Centre that shows it is rarely 
possible to build up the concentrations of 
CO to a threshold level at which CO even 
begins to have an effect. 

This report cites an experiment in which 
21 people were crowded into a totally 
sealed, 15ft-by-2ft-by-8ft chamber, and 
told to smoke 80 cigarettes and two 
cigars between them in 78 minutes. The 
worst rate of CO-absorption in this test 
was 2.6% COHb—that’s the toxic stuff 
in the blood stream—against a World 
Health Organisation-suggested 4% 
COHb, the maximum toxicity before CO 
has an adverse effect. To reach this level, 
the human ‘chimneys’ would have to 
remain in their sealed chamber, still 
smoking, for at least another 78 minutes. 

It’s easy to agree with Philip Morris, even 
if it does have a vested interest, that this 
isn’t a real-life situation .. . 


‘Haven't other countries banned it?’ Yes, 
and no—mostly, no. In W Germany, 
drivers of public-service vehicles—buses, 


and so on, that carry passengers—are 


‘Ban smoking on 
motorways’ 


banned from smoking at the wheel. 


Berndt Splitter, of the ADAC—the AA 
equivalent in W Germany—-says that the 
ban is imposed because of the ‘lessening 
of reaction and attentiveness and the 
subsequent risk to a large number of 
passengers in the case of an accident’. 
Another German traffic expert has 
called for an extension to the ban to all 
drivers in traffic conditions ‘where the 
driver needs increased attentiveness, such 
as on m-ways and in heavy city traffic’. 

Dr de Kearney claims that vision can be 
impaired by a fifth after four cigarettes. 
However, there may be more danger 
attached to preventing smoking. 

Dr M A Russell, of the Maudesley 
Hospital addiction-research team, says: 


‘Drivers made to abstain from smoking 
make many more mistakes in reaction 
and vigilance tests, and are liable to be 
more irritable and aggressive. The 
deprived smoker is also more likely to 
nod-off on a long, boring journey’. 


‘It’s another job the police can do without’ 
Now suppose, just suppose, that the incon- 
clusive evidence against smoking-while- 
driving could be made conclusive. And 
just suppose that de Kearney got his way, 
and had smoking banned behind the 
wheel: that would mean legislation to 
enforce a ban and, presumably, penalties 
and charges—even endorsements. All of 
which would fall very heavily upon the 
already-overstretched police. 

‘The idea is rubbish, declares New 
Scotland Yard spokesperson Linda Bell, 
vehemently. Then, more circumspectly: 
‘Any proposal of this type that would 
create an additional burden in traffic legis- 
lation would be highly unwelcome.’ 

In other words, the police have a-hard- 
enough job to keep up with 


real 
“Your health... 
your affair’ 


offenders, without worrying about the 
gasper who wants to damage his lungs. 


‘Whose life is it anyway?’ Many people 
who hold strong views pro- and anti- 
smoking are united on one thing: if you 
want to ruin your health, then that’s your 
affair; to deny that undermines personal 
freedom. If you ban smoking, why not 
ban rock climbing or football spectating, 
any of which can damage your health? 
‘Smoking must remain a personal choice 
for the individual,’ says Carreras-Roth- 
mans’ Brian Roach. ‘People should have 
the right to decide when they smoke.’ 


‘Either way, it will cost you’ Smoking is a 
costly pastime—but there’s also a cost 
penalty in banning it. To introduce and 
enforce legislation, with all the bureauc- 
racy and additional burden on police and 
courts, would be incalculably expensive. 


Well, would you do it ina car? Smoke them 
or ban them, one thing’s for sure: logic 
alone is unlikely to solve the cigarette 
question, and even factoids and figures 
such as Dr de Kearney’s seem only to add 
fuel to the fire. No, the answer lies in sheer 
force of numbers—and, at the moment, 
four out of every 10 people use tobacco. 

Here’s your chance to influence a few 
more to your side of the argument: write 
to Smoke’n’DRIVE, Fanum House, Basing- 
stoke, Hants RG21 2EA. We’ll print the 
best, add up the rest and let you know the 
final score. 


Last year alone in Britain 


over 600 people were killed or 


seriously injured as a result of 
tyre failure. 

For some of them, the 
cause was the most horrifying 


of all tyre mishaps-a burst at speed. 


One moment they were 
driving along safely. 
The next 


If only they had been driving on Dunlop 
Denovo run-flat tyres, it need never have 


happened. 


Because with Denovo tyres you stay safe- 
ly in control, even after a blow- gosae= » 


out at high speed. 

Indeed you can even 
drive on for up to 100 miles at 
speeds as high as 50mph 
without so much as changing 
the wheel. 


they were career- y | a puncture or 
ing wildly out of Ou r ce egy ®@ blow-out, yOu 
control. just drive on. 


inside, the rubber stays firmly 
in contact with the road. And 
you stay firmly in control. 
You can throw away 
your jack. 
With Denovo tyres on 


your car, you can at least 
forget about changing wheels 
in the middle of traffic. 


In the event of 


Then, whenever it's convenient, call in at any of 
Britains 750 Denovo tyre specialists. 

The optional extra that may save your life. 
t Dunlop Denovo tyres give 


you the same wet grip, high 
mileage and sure-footedness 
you get from any other 
good radial tyre. 

Plus a level of safety and 
convenience you get from 
no other tyre. 


The tyre stays locked to ; : Already they're fitted as 
the wheel, so your car stays | = standard to every Mini 
locked to the road. . “= 1275 GT. You can also order 


An ordinary tyre is held to the rim them on the Fiat 126, De Ville and 
by the air pressure inside. In a blow-out © Mirafiori Saloon. 
that pressure suddenly vanishes. @ As well as the Rover range, 


The tyre folds > the Princess range 
away from the rim. and the Mini 

And the rim digs Ou r ee no @ Clubman Saloon 
into the road. and Estate. 

Within seconds you're probably out of You can be sure that more cars will soon be 
control. With Dunlop Denovo, however, the tyre is offering you the Denovo option. 
locked to the rim. So, even with no air pressure How optional are your family’s lives? 
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Pe My-enris/Wilihe ss See ie ek cn 1s eee eee eS ae ®DUNLOF DENOVO, | 
peo The more you think about tthe less optional it becomes. | 
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RESEARCH ASSOCIATION 


QFTICIAL DISTRIBU ¢. 


‘Tf it’s all the same to-you, I think I'll pass up 
the company car.’ 


~ CHASES WATER OFF MILD STEEL 
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‘This item sir? It’s the search-fee for 
locating the engine.’ 
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RUST GNAWS UPWARDS to metal surfaces, despite dedicated polishing. Factory-NEW cars hide 
rust pinpoints within faulty seams, spot-welded joints. Assembly line rivets, bolts, crack paint on 
prefab panels. Rust air damp creeps through thinnest gaps. Grows, spreads, penetrates Gnaws metal. 


Brush-on rust killers can’t restore surface bubbles damage. Every inch of surface rust scraped and 
painted over still leaves devilish rust on the UNDER side. Hidden! And deep in-below corrosion 
weakens suspension, load-bearing members, drake cables, sills, box sections. The very vital spots that 
Waxoyl rustproofs for evermore! Lowers depreciation by at least £150 p.a. 


Most up to date rust inhibitor known to science? 


Waxoyl's rust inhibitor sets it apart from all rival 


EASY! QUICK! AND 


WHOLE 


OF ENGINE systems. Believed to be the most up to date 
CLEAN! COMIPAATME (according to world users) because Waxoyl 
‘ BOOT pclarises on to the metal, prevents electrolysis, 


NO NEED TO CRAWL halts corrosion. Prevents reactivation! Never 
UNDER CAR (in most exhausts itself with time, like chemically 
cases). Finnigan’s Appli- activetypes used by many rival rustproofers. 


TRADE HOUSES CHARGE UP TO £80 for 
rustproofing, mostly for labour. DO-IT-YOUR- 
SELF with Waiay! at only ONE TENTH of cost. 
Pay simply for raw materials at manufacturers’ 
prices. Save up to 50% on many competitors’ 
materials. Needs no further attention apart from 
30 sec. wheel arch Autumn check. 

Waxoyl micro rust inhibitor molecules resemble 
tadpoles! ‘Tails’ penetrate oil, grease, mud with 
magnetic speed attracted to metal like dust to LP 
records. With deadly efficiency molecules sink deep 


cator forces airless spray 
into entire car underbody. 
HEAVY COATING. One gallon 
equivalent to THIRTY aerosols 
at one sixth of cost! 
inspection 


AA insicsies no 


rust on visible 
WAXOYL treated 


BOX MEMBERS FUEL PIPES 
SECTIONS 


EASILY RUSTPROOF CAR IN ¥2 A DAY! 


into every minute pore within entire vehicle surface. 
Replaces air moisture stops and KILLS iron oxide 
rusting. Tadpole ‘heads’ seal off metal with 
continuous water-repellent skin. RUSTFREE 
CAR ‘sleeps out’ immune to winter rust havoc; 
vicious road salt, rain, mud, slush. Deep within 
metal pores. Waxoyl NEVER STOPS WORKING! 


WAXOYL KILLS rust outright, doesn’t just slow 


it down. Send now. Per return despatch with 
easy, illustrated instructions. 


KILLS SUMMER DAMP HAZARDS on wet, 
sticky days. Protects raw metal edges within sills, 
box sections, door panels as_ trapped 
condensation drips into pools of moisture, even in 
garaged car. FORGET CORROSION! 


@ Barclay/Trust card payments accepted (Please 
quote No.) Use 24 hr phone ordering service. 


NORTH 
SEA 
OIL 


LAING 
off-shore's 
largest Rig 
: uses 
\ WAXOYL on 
sea. washed 


OIL COMPANIES says: 
“Of all rustproofers 
tested, ONLY WAXOYL 


ICI recommend x 
WAXOYL 

for brine £ 
circulation Fs p Nah 
pipes 


LIVENS-UP OLDER CARS. Revives ‘tired’ electrical 
insulation. Dispels water in plugs distributor. Instant 
wet weather starting. One coating outlasts engine. Wax 
content lubricates. Saves repairs. Restores trade-in 
value. Eases door closure, smooths window 
mechanism. Silences road noise, hidden squeaks and 
rattles. Use coupon now. 


MIN. PREPARATION. NO SKILL. NO SPECIAL 
EQUIPMENT. Thin dust layers act as ‘binding’ agent. 
FINNIGAN’S APPLICATOR rustproofs wheel-arch in 
only 30 SECS! Forceful airless spray up to 4ft long. 
100% EFFECTIVE SWIRLING ACTION and shaped 
nozzle, sprays right into small screw holes. No drilling. 
No mess. No waste. 


WHY BIG WORLD USERS TRUST WAKO RUSTPROOPING 


WAXOYL DOES AS IT SAYS. Kills rust. Users report: 
SWISS GOVT. LAB TESTS: ‘Rust stopping 
qualities very good’. CITROEN CAR CLUB: ‘Fantastic 
stuff’. BRITISH STEEL CRP’N: ‘Most satisfactory’. 


SWISS AUTO RACING A.G.: ‘Clean, easy 
application. No after-cleaning’. WESTERLY 
MARINE, PORTSMOUTH: ‘Waxoyl protection 


excellent on marine diesel oil tanks’. (Tank bases 
otherwise impossible to rustproof, standing on 
supports). MOTOR MAGAZINE: ‘Remains active 
indefinitely’. CHRYSLER CENTRE, BASEL: 
‘Application so clean. Entirely satisfied’. ROVER 
SPORTS REG. MEMBER: ‘197,000 miles. No sign of 
Waxoy! penetration’. LEICESTER: ‘On ‘72 Beetle, 


since new; extremely satisfied’. 


NEVER COMPACTS WITH AGE wWaxoy! 


flexes with vibration, outlasts conventional underbody | 


seals that as you've probably observed, often oxidise; 
crack, flake off. Expose metal to air moisture rusting. 
Waxoyl actually benefits existing body seals, prolongs 
life. Makes and keeps them soft and supple. As further 
bonus, Waxoyl re-seals broken areas. Kills invading rust 
spores. Holds top book price value! 


WAXOYL is clean, exceptionally easy and quick to 
apply. Order now, deal direct with an old established 
manufacturing concern, with world wide reputation for 
honesty and fair dealing. Order with every confidence. 


ORDER DIRECT. Personal callers welcome 9 till 
4.30 Mon.-Fri. MINI & 1100 SIZES. 5 litres (1.1 gal.) 
£4.98 + 85p carr. LARGE SALOONS: 10 litres (2.2 
gal.) £9.27 + 85p 20 litres (4.4 gal.) DRUM £17.16 + 
95p. Finnigan's Applicator £1.95, 28p p/p. 
TRIAL OFFER: 500 mi (.88pt) TIN for 
your trigger oil can test behind chrome 
strips (or brush on door edges, free 
brake linkages, etc). Watch Waxoyl 
chase water off a simple metal strip. 
Quite amazing! Send 85p add 58p. 
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To FINNIGAN’S LTD (D.R.W.) Eltringham Works, 
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PRUDHOE, Northumberland. Ph. 0661 32411 


7 
| 

| Rush my order as shown (please tick) | 

1 Siitres Chq/PO/MO/cash £ | 

| C10 litres i 

| O20 litres Name ... 

| 0 Appii- Block Caps | 

Bi Address ... | 
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WORLD-WIDE 


4wd-$$$$ 


THE BOOM in four-wheel-drive, 
Jeep-style vehicles has saved the 
day for American Motors, the 
comparatively small US manufac- 
turer whose best-known car is— 
the Jeep. AMC knows a good 
thing when it sees it, and is now 
developing a range of four-wheel- 
drive cars. They could go on sale 
late this year or early in 1980 to 
further aid AMC’s recovery. 


The ‘merging’ mood in the 
European car industry is making 
some unlikely bedfellows. The 
latest twosome to get together are 
Saab and Fiat’s Lancia sub- 
sidiary. Not for any kind of com- 
mercial advantage, however, but 
to exchange technical information 
and to share some components in 
an effort to keep costs down. The 
latest Lancias already benefit 
from Saab expertise in areas such 
as headlamp wash-wipe; look for 


Say YESto the 
Electrolux 


more extensive Ital-Swedish co- 
operation on future models. The 
Swedes could certainly benefit 
from Italianate styling, and the 
Italians from Scandinavian skill 
in making cars rugged. 


The time is drawing near when 
Skoda will launch the front-wheel- 
drive Estelle, the model it wanted 
to introduce originally when the 
old-style Skoda bodyshell was 
scrapped. Funds didn’t then run 
to a mechanical re-vamp and 
complete restyling, so the Estelle 
emerged still saddled with Skoda’s 
rear-engine, and a _ swing-axle 
suspension package ‘that caused 
oversteer and instability in side- 
winds. With help from the AA, 
Skoda’s British importers made 
some improvements, but the real 
change is soon to come. 


Toyo Kogyo, the company that 
makes Mazda cars, has picked up 
a Ford order for front-wheel-drive 
transmissions. It’s for anew small 
car that Ford US will launch in 
1981. Mazda will use the same 
gearbox and final-drive assembly 
in a new car of its own, but that— 
unlike the Ford—is likely to have 
a Wankel rotary engine. 


Everyone has an ‘if-only-I’d-kept- 
it’ story about some classic car 
that’s now appreciating like mad. 
But there’ll be few to top the one 
about the appreciation rate of the 
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Ferrari 250GTO. A GT coupé 
built for racing in the early 1960s, 
it has acquired blue-chip status 
among collectors quicker than any 
other classic. In 1963 you could 
have picked one up for anything 
between £1500 and £3000. Less 
than two years ago you could have 
cashed your investment for a tax- 
free £45,000 .. . but you’d have 
been sorry. A Continental collec- 
tor has recently paid £75,000 to 
obtain one of the 50-odd GTOs 
still in existence. 


Exiting quietly, stage left, goes 
Ford’s project to develop the 


Stirling engine as a _ possible 
replacement for piston power. The 
Stirling, invented in the last 


century in Scotland, has a captive 
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piston that moves back and forth 
in a cylinder as the gas above and 
below it is alternately heated and 
cooled, the advantage being that 
exhaust fumes are kept clean. The 
snag is efficient mass production. 


In Japan, where politeness is a 
way of life, police can now avoid 
the mutual embarrassment of 
issuing speeding tickets. A special 
camera can record the offender’s 
car, his registration number and 
even the driver’s face, while also 
showing the mph reading. 


One of Lagonda’s gimmicks— 
digital read-out instruments—will 
soon be unique no longer: Ford 
plans to fit it on some up-market 
US models later this year. 
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CAR RADIOS 


‘Camping Box 


Portable, top-opening fridge 


for campers. 
* 3-way operation: 220-240V mains, 12V 
car battery or bottled gas. 


* No motor — virtually silent and vibration 
free. 


* 1.25 cu.ft. gross (1.2 net). 
* H.17%" W. 19%” D.16 42” 


Not suitable for bottled gas operation in confined spaces. 


<0 Electrolux 


Electrolux Ltd., Leisure Products Division, Luton LU4 9QQ. 


FIAT X19 
OWNERS 
SEE THE LIGHT 


Saratoga tops-the distinctive 
Fiat X19 roof panel -just clips on to 
the existing fittings—fully 
weatherproof—made in a strong 
smoked bronze, transparent high 


stress material, fits snugly in the boot. 


Fully guaranteed. 
Access and Barclaycard accepted. 


For information write or phone 
87/97 Wandsworth Rd, 
London, SW8 01-735 5952 


VAN DER STEEN 


A FIRST FRONT COMPANY 


Etc, Etc. 


& STEREOS 


FROM THE NORTH’S No. 1 CAR RADIO STATION 


DRIVE IN! WRITE IN! PHONE IN! 
NAME THE MAKE. WE'VE GOT IT! 


FITTING 
WHILE-U-WAIT 
seine 


RADIO CASS 
with MW/VHF 


FULLY GUARANTEED 

An extensive range ALWAYS in stock: 

HITACHI, SHARP, PHILIPS, NATIONAL PANASONIC, 
AIWA, BLAUPUNKT, PIONEER, PYE, AMSTRAD, 
RADIOMOBILE, MOTORADIO, SANYO, MOTOROLA 


@SPEAKERS @AERIALS sKITS 
PART EXCHANGE WELCOME 
FULL REPAIR SERVICE 

P & P £1.50. C.0.D. £1 extra. 
OPEN 7 DAYS. 


TRANSOUND, 570 WILMSLOW ROAD, WITHINGTON, 


MANCHESTER 


PHONE YOUR ACCESS/BARCLAYCARD No. 
FOR RAPID DESPATCH. 061-434 6890 (ANYTIME) 


BARCLAYCARD + 
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The ay range of cars a Sie world. 


Gauntlet is the name you'llfindon — with complete confidence. Confidencein ~ ; = 
the best used cars. the car. And confidence in the dealer who | 
They can be any make or model, sells it. | 
British or foreign. So if you're about to enter the used : 
And you'll only find them at car jungle, be sure and look for that 
specially selected BL Cars dealers. ge oe hand. 


Ford, Vauxhall, Chrysler, Fiat, pa —_—_ 


Renault and Datsun are just a few of the | LLL” G 
iam Gauntlet 


makes that can wear the Gauntlet sign. 

But only if they come up to scratch! E 
Hand picked 

used cars 


Because the idea behind 
Gauntlet is to let you buy ‘used’ 


CAR TESTS | | 


In the exclusive club of 10 mid-engined sports cars available 
today, at up to £30,000, Fiat’s baby is the cheapest... 


Fiat X1/9 1500 


Price £4757 On the road £4907 


The standard recipe for a small 
sports car—and Britain makes 
more of them than anyone—is to 
take a dated, often-outmoded 
engine, bolt on twin carburettors 
and drop the lump into a low 
body, usually with a draughty 
rag-top. 

Are we being too unkind? Well, 
anyone who compares the nuts’n’- 
bolts details of MGs and Triumphs 
with Fiat’s X1/9 might not think 
so. From its mid-engine to its 
targa top, it is the first radically 
new thing in this market for years! 

It has to be said, though, that, 
at heart, even this upstart didn’t 
get it right immediately. At its 
1977 UK debut, it contained a 
1300cc version of Fiat’s 128 over- 
head-cam engine. DRIVE never put 
this car through a full road test, 
but even cursory acquaintance 
left us in agreement with critics 
who said it was under-powered. 

Fiat answered the complaints 
last year, with the launch of the 
X1/9 1500, powered by a longer- 
stroke, 85bhp version of the 
original unit. 

It was ready for our boy-racers 
LOWCSe 


How it goes 

Our problems started early, 
usually first thing in the morning! 
The automatic choke was sup- 
posed to ensure prompt, trouble- 
free cold starts and warm-ups, 
but that, alas, was not the case. 
Despite religiously following the 
handbook’s instructions, we had 
to suffer frequent stalls until the 
thankfully short warm-up period 
was complete. 

Once past these early-morning 
tantrums, however, the X1/9 went 
on to produce exhilarating 
acceleration times that only its 
larger-engined rivals could start 
to match. It /eapt from 0—60mph 
in just over 10sec, and carried on 
pulling enthusiastically to a maxi- 
mum of l108mph. Top-gear 
acceleration times are impressive, 
too. For the Fiat to give of its 
best, one mustn’t be shy of taking 
it all the way up to the permitted 
6900rpm limit. In fact, we think 
that a rev-limiter would be a good 
idea, for there are absolutely no 
signs of complaint should the 
eager little engine be over-revved. 

Undoubtedly, the biggest short- 
coming for enthusiastic drivers is 
the quality of the gear change— 
it was nothing short of dreadful 
on our car and seriously inhibited 
performance at times. Spongy and 
unco-operative, it wasn’t helped 
by a rubbery and awkwardly 
shaped gearknob. It’s a great pity, 
because the ratios are well chosen, 
allowing a sensible maximum in 
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each gear that cries out for full 
and frequent exploitation. 

The handling, however, brought 
hardly a murmur of complaint 
from DRIVE’s testers. After recent 
experiences in an Alfasud Sprint 
and now the X1/9, we are sure the 
Italians must know something 
about handling that they are keep- 
ing a state secret. Fluid and 
flattering, the X1/9 darts round 
corners at ridiculous speeds, 
almost as though it’s travelling on 
rails; the steering is light and 
informative; and, should the tail 
start to come round, a flick of 
opposite lock is all that is neces- 
sary to restore composure. The 
murmur? Well, at high speeds, 
particularly in a crosswind, 
straight-ahead stability is not as 
reassuring as we would like. 

The driving position is more 
suited to British limbs than in 
most Italian cars, although long 
sportsmen could find a problem 
with legroom. The pedal pads are 
small—even uncomfortable if one 
wears thin-soled shoes—and we 
found that, in common with many 
sports cars, the heels and sides of 
drivers’ shoes. wear quickly 
because of the angle of attack on 
the pedals. 

The small leather-bound steering 
wheel is well positioned, and the 
trio of column stalks are within 
easy finger-tip reach. There’s a 
comprehensive instrument pack, 


ee ne 
HOW GOOD 
At-a-glance 


DRIVE’s verdict on the Fiat X1/9 
1500, taking into consideration 
its rivals, its price and what kind 
of car it’s meant to be. 


Out of five 


PERFORMANCE 
@30@ 


FUEL ECONOMY 
SESOS 


HANDLING/STEERING 
26860 


COMFORT/REFINEMENT 
INTERIOR SPACE 
8 


PASSENGER AIDS 
806 


DRIVER AIDS 
@e@ 


ACCIDENT/INJURY SAFEGUARDS 
GOS 


RUST RESISTANCE 
ee 


RUNNING RELIABILITY 
@30 


but some of the minor gauges and 
warning lamps are masked from 
view by the wheel rim, and the 
minor-control switchgear on the 
centre console seems fussy. 
Rear-threequarter vision is 
marred by _ thick  rear-screen 
pillars, and the wipers leave large 
unswept areas on the windscreen 
for British drivers to peer around; 
nor was the fastest wiper speed 
quick enough to contend with 
some heavy spring-time down- 
pours. We would also like more- 
powerful headlamps and, more 
importantly, ones that stayed up: 
one of our car’s pop-up eyes had 
the dangerous habit of popping 
down, plunging us into gloom. 


How comfortable 

For a small sports car with such 
nimble handling and high 
standards of roadholding, Fiat 
must be congratulated on the ride 
comfort of the X1/9. One is rarely 
in doubt as to the nature of the 
road surface, but is seldom 
offended by it. Lateral ridges can 
occasionally feed a mild jolt 
through to the interior, but this 
is never allowed to interfere with 
cornering stability. The 5+in 
ground clearance is good for a 
sports car, but rough-country 
racers should beware of sharp, 
deep dips—they can cause the 
chin spoiler to ground. 

The X1/9, like Triumph’s TR7, is 
a two-seater that makes no con- 
cessions to any hope of the 
occasional third passenger. In 
fact, even the lucky twosome need 
to be fit and trim to slip in and 
out of the low footwells and over 
the high sills, and those silly wire 
check-links that Fiat insists on 
putting on the doors don’t help 
matters. Once in, though, the new 
seats—now vinyl-trimmed with 
cloth inserts—offer excellent 
lateral support, although they are 
sweaty in warm weather. 

The mid-engine design means 
that there are two luggage boots— 
one front and one rear—so 
stowage space is better than in 
most rivals. Both are opened by 
levers set in the passenger’s 
door jamb—highly inconvenient 
for the British driver—but at least 
the rear boot, glovebox and engine 
compartment can also be key- 
locked if the car is left unattended 
with its roof off. Worried about 
the 16-station Voxson radio? Just 
press a button and out it pops, to 
go into a carrying-case. 

The lack of oddments space 
inside the car, however, is a 
problem. There’s a small shelf 
behind the seats, the glovebox 
will just about take a rolled-up 
handbook, and, if the weather 
merits shirt-sleeve driving, your 
passenger has to sit with your 
jacket on his lap. The quality of 
some of the fixtures and fittings 
leaves something to be desired, 
too: the carpet looks like a cheap 
offcut, and the brittle plastic ash- 


FIAT X1/9 1500 


Mid engine: 1498cc/4cyl, OHC (belt); one 
twin-venturi Weber carb; 85bhp at GOOOrpm 
Rear drive: 5 gears; 18.3mph/1000rpm (5th 
Suspension: front—independent MacPhersc 
struts, coil springs; rear—independent 
MacPherson struts, coil springs, lower 
wishbones, track control arms 

Steering: rack and pinion, 34 turns/ 

327ft circle; 5J alloy wheels, 165/70 SR 13 
radials 

Brakes: unservoed discs all round 


Parts/repairs (inc VAT) 
clutch £37.76 (fitting 3.5hr) 
exhaust £35.86 (0.7hr) 
headlamp unit £8.65 (0.4hr) 
front bumper £76.30 (0.7hr) 


laminated windscreen £69.93 (O.8hr) 


oil filter and points £4.51 (0.4hr) 
major service 6000 miles (2.37hr av) 


per year per mile 
Running costs £701 5:9 1p 
Loss of value £340 2.83p 
Total depreciation £1167 SAS 


Insurance group 6/7 


THE RIVALS CLOCK IN 


Alfasud Sprint 1.5 

MGB Sports 

Triumph Spitfire 

Triumph TR7 (4 speed) 
Volkswagen Scirocco GLS 


2) 
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PERFORMANCE 
90 


B60054 67.2-10.2..13:6 


80 


70 


3 40 5 60 
Acceleration through gears from rest (sec) 


60 
50 
40 


30 


20 


Maximum speeds 
in gears 


max engine speed 
used 6900rpm; 

max in top 5850rpm; 
standing + mile 


BRAKES—pedal pressures and responses 


Handbrake 20' | Best stop 100% 
maximum gradient 
t 1in4 


90 100 


TO ZOMSSOR 40Gs SOS OO Pa LO oe 


% efficiency (ideal car’s braking performance falls 
within central zone—above, too heavy, below, too light) 


Fade test pedal pressure needed for 75% stop 
(ideal car would show no variation) 
65lb at start; 55lb in constant use; 75lb in severe use 


FUEL 4-star/97 octane min 
overall consumption 364mpg 
effective tank range 325 miles/Qgal 


Normal range of consumption 

short journey, suburban 273mpg 
hard driving, heaw traffic 29zmMpg 
mixed roads—brisk, 50mph cruising 384mpg 
motorway—/7Omph cruising 395mpg 
quiet rural—4Omph cruising 415 mpg 
Consumption at steady speeds _ 4th 5th gear 
30mph 51mpg 57impg 
56mph 403mpg_ _453mpg 
7Omph 37zmpg _395mpg 
100mph 22mpg 242:mpqg 
SAFETY CHECKS 


steering: energy 


absorbing? No 
front seats: secure 
mounts? Yes 


head restraint? Yes 
front belts: effective? No 
convenient? Yes 


hazard warning: fitted? Yes 
interior: well padded? No 
w/screen: laminated? Yes 


doors: crashproof? Yes 

childproof? Yes 
petrol: spillproof? Yes 
brakes: failsafe? Yes 


17.4sec Watersplash immediate recovery rear belts: Not applicable load sensitive? No 
FUEL MAXIMUM 30—-50MPH OVERALL MAXIMUM TYPICAL STEERING 
ON-ROAD CAPACITY OVERALL SPEED O-60MPH_- IN TOP BESTSTOP LENGTH LEGROOM LEGROOM~ TURNS/ 
__PRICE (£) (CC) (MPG) (MPH) (SEC) (SEC) (% g/Ib) (FT/IN) FRONT (IN) REAR (IN) CIRCLE (FT) 
4549 1490 314 101 122 ia ive 98/60 13’ 21" 421 354 34/362 
4351 1798 ad, 101 12.4 10.9 100/70 13’ 24" 423 NIL 34/332 
3665 1493 351 97 eae 10.5 94/100 12’ 43" 403 NIL 33/254 
me 5111 1998 283 108 10.2 7.4 100/60 13’ 4” 42 NIL 33/294 
5110 1588 333 104 10.6 9.0 92/50 12?:8" 41 33 34/323 


17 


John Mason 


EVERYMAN 


tray in our car broke under the 
strain of cigarette ash . . . well, 
cigar ash. 

The heater is a crude do-it-your- 
self, air-blender affair that belts 
out prolific warmth when set on 
maximum but proves fiddly for 
any intermediate temperature. 
There are fresh-air vents, so it is 
possible, with practice, to gain a 
warm-feet/cool-face atmosphere. 

The coolest face comes by 
undoing two clips that quickly 
release the plastic roof, which can 
then be stowed ingeniously in the 
front boot, taking up only a small 
amount of luggage space. The 
targa styling means that the X1/9 
retains its rear window and side 
pillars, so wind buffeting is 
minimal. 

The X1/9 is not a quiet car, but, 
with the roof off, it does seem to 
make all the right noises. With 
the roof on, however, there are 
some nasty boom periods that 
come and go from 65mph up to 
the rev limit. Wind noise is also 
intrusive at speed. 


How strong 

Rust resistance, or the lack of it, 
has long been the Achilles’ heel 
of the Italian motor industry, and 
to combat this tarnished image 
both Alfa Romeo and Fiat have 
been particularly vocal of late 
about their rust-prevention 
measures. The Fiat method con- 
sists of primer dips, a coating of 
pve on the underside, backed up 
by wax spray, wax injection into 
the box sections and front wheel- 
arch liners. All good stuff as far 
as it goes, but, alas, it doesn’t 
always go as far as it should. The 
centre section of our car was well 
treated, but there was little or no 
sign of protection at the front and 
rear ends, and the dreaded canker 
was beginning to take hold on our 
youthful test car. Our endoscope 
—a roving eye on a flexible probe 
—couldn’t find much wax in the 
box sections, either. 

Some of the bodywork seemed 
very tinny, and the driver’s door 
was misaligned and needed a good 
slam to shut. Apart from a few 
paint nibs, the general standard 
of finish was good. 

We haven’t heard anything 


untoward concerning reliability 


(write, please, don’t phone) and 
the mechanical specification is 
impressive—there’s even an elec- 
trically controlled cooling fan for 
the carburettor. 


How safe 

There’s no brake servo fitted to 
X1/9s—from our past experience 
of Fiat servos, a blessing in 
disguise: they tend to help too 
much, and stand the car on its 
nose for ridiculously light pedal 
loads. Our brake graph on page 
17 illustrates the X1/9’s sensible 
progression up to its best stop of 
lg, achieved for an almost-ideal 
pedal pressure of 70lb. We like it 
that way because a panicky stamp 
on the pedal is unlikely to take 
one over the top of maximum 
efficiency and lock up the front 
wheels. It takes a lot of hard 
braking to produce even a mild 
sign of fade, and recovery from 
our watersplash test was 
immediate. Less impressive was 
the handbrake’s performance. By 
itself, it managed only 20% 
efficiency—less than the 25% legal 
requirement—and a real muscle- 
flexing tug was needed to stop the 
car rolling down a 1-in-4 incline. 

It is possible to provoke the 
Fiat’s tail into a slide by darting 
into a bend and then lifting offthe 
throttle, but there is so much 
warning of breakaway that, if the 
driver finds himself spinning 
round, he has only himself to 
blame. 

The Fiat fares well in our safety 
checklist, but the seatbelts are 
marred by centre stalks that are 
too long, causing the buckle to sit 
high on the pelvis. We would also 
like to see more safety padding 
around the laminated screen and 
some method of masking off the 
spiteful-looking roof clamps that 
are bared when the sun visors are 
in use. 


How much 

The X1/9 is a hard car to pin down 
in terms of value for money: com- 
pared to British two-seaters, it 
isn’t cheap, but then no one offers 
anything quite like the X1/9. Until 
that situation changes, we guess 
it’s a matter of Fiat charging as 
much as it dares. Sticking our 
necks out, we'd say it’s about 


right at the moment. Depreciation 
is not as good as the MGB GT, 
but sports cars in general do seem 
to hold their price on the used 
market. One thing is for sure, 
however: at Group 6 or 7, depend- 
ing on the company, the X1/9 is 
not a cheap car to insure. 

Most service parts are reasonably 
priced by importers’ standards, 
but be prepared for some hefty 
bills if major items go wrong. 
Owners are sent on their merry 
way with a small toolkit and a 
chatty, informative handbook, 
but this is definitely not the car 


. for the ham-fisted home mechanic: 


with the engine shoe-horned ina 
tiny compartment behind the 
seats, elbow room is virtually non- 
existent. Most routine mainten- 
ance items are readily accessible 
though. Warranty cover is for only 
six months (unlimited mileage), 
with 24 months (24,000) miles on 
most major components, and two 
years’ anti-rust cover. 

We have kept the best news till 
last—fuel consumption. By any 
sporty standards, the X1/9’s 364 
mpg overall is excellent; alongside 
its performance, it’s nothing short 
of remarkable. One would have 
to be either a very hard driver 
indeed or do a lot of short-journey 
work to get below 30mpg. Other- 
wise, it’s nudging 40mpg on a 
legal-speed run, and our 70mph 
figure is the best we have ever 
recorded from any car. 


Verdict 

The wind of change has certainly 
taken a long time to blow through 
the budget sports-car market, but, 
now that it has, the X1/9 is the one 
for others to catch. 

But would we buy it? Well, with 
handling that had us calling it ‘the 
rollerskate’, and mpg to please 
Scrooge-in-a-hurry, there were 
always more would-be testers than 
hours in the day. 

But would we buy it? Well, if Fiat 
could give it a less-brutish gear 
change, make it less of a buzz-box 
around town, and give it a build- 
quality to keep it looking better 
longer, it would be near perfect. 
But would we buy it? Well, if only 
we had the courage to tell her 
mother to take a bus... yes—we’d 
bite Fiat’s hand off! 


All measurements in inches 


overall length 13ft Ofin 
overall width 5ft 13in° 
overall height 3ft 104in 
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The new recruit to DRIVE’s con- 
sultant panel of private motorists 
is Claire Parker, a 25-year-old 
housewife from Whitchurch, Hants. 
Claire’s a member of the Institute 
of Advanced Motorists and, while 
husband David is out in his com- 
pany Ford Capri 2000GL, she 
copes with an elderly Austin 1100. 

Still on our Everyman panel are 
Andrew Perry, 34, an antiques 
dealer from Knaphill, Surrey, who 
drives a Peugeot 504 estate, and 
Fred Pocock, a 50-year-old build- 
ing consultant from N London, who 
runs an automatic Ford Granada. 

The battle of the new and old— 
Fiat’s X1/9 versus the MGB GT 
tested on page 20—was decided for 
our amateur testers by the Fiat’s 
roadholding and sheer driving fun. 

‘Acceleration’s good,’ said 
Andrew, ‘and its manoeuvrability 
and handling are so excellent that, 
whenever I made a mistake, the car 
put it right by itself. The Fiat feels 
fast, too, but I don’t think it could 
keep pace with some saloon cars of 
the same engine size. Perhaps 
that’s because I found the gears a 
bit awkward to engage, but the 
brakes gave me a lot of confidence.’ 

‘On the whole, I agree with 
Andrew,’ Claire told us. ‘I found 
the X1/9 exhilarating to drive— 
and everyone’s head turned as I 
passed. I don’t think that it goes 
as fast as it looks, though. I tried to 
shake-off the test Renault 18TS 
while going through a corner, but 
when I checked my mirror it was 
still there. I suppose the main thing 
is that it seemed very willing.’ 

Fred found the Fiat very different 
from his Granada estate: ‘I really 
enjoyed driving it. Everything 
seemed so positive, and, when I 
took it round a corner—wow! I 
didn’t have any trouble with the 
gear shift, except that the knob’s 
set too high and the change from 
fifth to fourth is vague—I put it 
into second twice by mistake. The 
clutch was a bit sharp, and the 
pedals were set too close to each 
other for my feet, but otherwise it 
was very snug and comfortable.’ 

The Everyman panel was 
chaperoned by DRIVE’s professional 
tester Bob Oxford, who comments: 
‘Claire would not have done the 
Fiat full justice if she was changing 
gear at a mere 4000rpm. Our tables 
show what can be achieved at 
6900rpm. 


“When Protectol came 
along and asked me to help 
them sell their rustproofing, 
I started thinking of the 
nicest way to say ‘No’. But 
they were very enthusiastic 
about bringing more 
motorists the benefits of 
their system, and really 
wanted to get the message 
across. Naturally I became 
curious. So I asked them 
what it had going for it. 

‘It’s the best in Britain,’ 
they said, ‘because we've 
developed it far in advance of 
earlier methods - using 

‘modern laboratory and 
‘simulated weather tests in 
‘the UK and abroad: 

The application is very 

‘thorough, the products are 
non-drip and cleanly applied. 


| “Protectol Rust 
if it wasn 
| you wouldn't catch me 
saying r it was!” Stirling Moss 


The technicians are highly 
trained. The stations have 
the AA Seal of Approval and 
you can’t go better than 

that! 

Okay, I thought, that’s 
fine for Protectol. But what 
about the customers and 
their cars? 

‘Well- they benefit, 
naturally. That’s what good 
rustproofing’s all about. 
Look at our Gold Seal 
system. It has a 12 year 
guarantee - the longest on 
the market; and our Standard 
system has a 6 year 
guarantee. Both are 
transferable and have 
clauses without catches. 
They have to, to meet the 
AA’s Seal of Approval 
requirements. We don’t 
mess about you know.’ 

So they weren't just 


another rustproofing system, 


I suggested. 

‘You bet we’re not. 
In fact Protectol pioneered 
modern clean vehicle rust- 
proofing in Britain.’ 

So I asked them why I 
hadn’t heard more about 
them before? 


proofing 


t good, 


i 


“Because we didn’t have 
Stirling Moss to sell 
Protectol.’ 

That did it. From now 
on I'll be telling you alot more 
about Protectol and Gold 
Seal Rustproofing. 


BEAU 


—— BY 
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Because if it wasn’t good- 
you wouldn't catch me 


Saying it was! 
Va [hvw 
/y Stirling Moss. 


If you'd like to know more before you read | 
our next Stirling Moss advertisement, 

| send this coupon for details of Protectol 
Rustproofing and the address of your 

| nearest station (there are almost 100 
Protectol Stations - check in your local 
Yellow Pages). You don’t needa stamp. 


| Name 


| Address 


Tel. | 

Send to: FREEPOST, 
Protectol (Rustproofing) Ltd., | 

| Commercial Yard, Galgate, Barnard Castle, | 
Co. Durham DL12 8BG. 
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All our yesterdays—a roadster from days when men were 


MGB GT 


men and Deep Throat was simply an exhaust noise... 


Price £4833 On the road f£ 9 


It seems too quaint to recall that, 
in 1962 Britain, just about every 
teenager had dreams of driving to 
Liverpool, radio blasting out the 
Beatles, in the new Jaguar E-type 
or even newer MGB. 

Four years later, those same 


youngsters could tailor their 
ambitions to a brand-new con- 
cept in motoring—the first sport- 
ing coupé with a hatchback and 
folding rear seat; why, you could 
even cram your wife and new 
baby into an MGB GT! Execu- 
tives at BMC must have been 
rubbing their hands with glee: 
first they had the topless sports- 
car market all to themselves, and 
now they were first in with the 
sporting coupé. 

Well, the Beatles have gone, the 
E-type, too. But the MGB GT is 
still on offer, brand-new from the 
showroom. And now that those 
young dreamers are middle- 
aged, they can probably, for the 
first time, afford it. 

But do they still want it? 


How it goes 
The 1798cc B-series engine that 
powers the MG has fought many 
a campaign for Leyland over the 
years as the main power pack of 
its medium-car range. However, 
with the recent advent of the 
O-Series overhead-cam power 
unit, its days seem numbered. 
Designed long before anyone had 
ever heard of exhaust-emission 
control, the old-timer is now 
seriously showing its age. 

Always a good starter, it needs 
careful choke control to nurse it 
through a very temperamental 
warm-up period. But it never does 
settle to a really reliable smooth- 
idle, threatening to stall on the 
mildest of gradients and fre- 
quently running-on after being 
switched off. 

Power output is quoted at 97bhp, 
which looks fair compared to 
most rivals; but performance 
figures are such that one couldn’t 
seriously consider the B as a speed 
merchant’s machine. True, it will 
~ still see a furious 1OOmph—just— 
but, pushed up through the gears, 
it becomes so frenzied and harsh 
that one wonders if it is really 
worth hanging on until the 6000 
rpm limit for the mediocre results 
gained. Cars such as the Volks- 
wagen Scirocco put it to shame. 

The MG feels and sounds at its 
best with the tachometer needle 
swinging around’ mid-range. 
There’s a strong and even flow of 
torque, and the engine will pull 
calmly and lustily from as low as 
20mph in top gear. 

The medium-weight clutch has 
a smooth and informative take- 


up, and the stubby gear lever 
slices precisely, if rather stiffly, 
through its narrow gate. Our test 
car’s third gear occasionally dis- 
engaged, and reverse, with an 
awkward across-and-back move- 
ment, can be difficult to select at 
times. 

Overdrive is standard on third 
and top gears, making the MG, to 
all intents and purposes, a Six- 
speeder, and just a touch on the 
clutch as you flick the gear-knob- 
mounted switch helps it engage 
and disengage very smoothly. It’s 
a facility that endows the car with 
a long-legged feel, but it’s a pity 
that, at 7Omph, overdrive top 
coincides with a nasty exhaust 
boom that can spoil motorway 
cruising. 

DRIVE testers found the extra 
ratio of overdrive third a great 
boon in winding country roads, 
making ‘electric’ shifts at the flick 
of a switch. 

American legislation can be 
blamed for the increase in the B’s 
ride height that made way’ for 
those rubber bumpers that upset 
traditionalists. A  more-cogent 
criticism is of the resultant softer 
springing, and noticeably more 
body roll as the car is pressed into 
a bend. Despite this, however, the 
MG is still an enjoyable car for 
the enthusiast to hustle down a 
country road, and, although the 
leaf-sprung live rear axle does 


HOW GOOD 


At-a-glance 


DRIVE’s verdict on the MGB GT, 
taking into consideration its 
rivals, its price and what kind of 
car It's meant to be 


Out of five 


PERFORMANCE 
es 


FUEL ECONOMY 
BO 


HANDLING/STEERING 
2086 


COMFORT/REFINEMENT 
e6 


INTERIOR SPACE 


' PASSENGER AIDS 


630 
DRIVER AIDS 
BO 


ACCIDENT/INJURY SAFEGUARDS 
8008 
RUST RESISTANCE 


RUNNING RELIABILITY 
89 


tramp out of line on a bumpy 
bend, it does so in a controllable 
fashion that even adds to the fun. 
When it comes to entertainment, 
though, the B can’t hold a candle 
to certain small, go-where-you- 
point-them Italians... 

Lighter and more manoeuvrable 
at town speeds than _ earlier 
models, the B’s_ steering still 
requires a fair bit of muscle 
power by modern standards, 
especially as the castor action to 
straighten-out builds up on hard 
cornering. The mechanism is 
precise, however, and gives a 
good ‘British’ sense of road feel. 

Anyone coming from a saloon 
to the B’s cockpit will, of course, 
find the driving position initially 
very strange—the low seat, the 
horizontal, stretched-out legs, 
the reach upwards to grasp the 
gear lever. Drivers, however, are 
adaptable creatures, and ours 
soon felt in control. There’s 
plenty of legroom for the tall 
driver, and the well-shaped seat 
offers good support. 

The important minor controls 
are governed by twin column- 
mounted stalks within convenient 
fingertip reach of the padded 
wheel. The main lighting is con- 
trolled by an odd-but-effective 
square flickswitch, also mounted 
on the steering column, and 
there’s a small bank of easily 
reached, illuminated rocker 
switches in the centre of the facia. 
The large and accurate speedo- 
meter and tachometer are in clear 
view through the wheel, separated 
by the fuel gauge and four small 
warning telltales. The oil-pressure 
and coolant-temperature gauges 
are less-than-ideally placed on 
the outer edges of the instrument 
binnacle, where they tend to be 
masked by the driver’s hands. 


How comfortable 

Although softer and more com- 
pliant than ever before, the B’s 
ride is yet another area in which 
its grey hairs are becoming more 
and more difficult to disguise. 
On anything less than a billiard- 
table-smooth surface, it feels 
restless and knobbly—a charac- 
teristic that many a sports-car 
driver would readily accept, were 
it not for some downright crude 
jolts that feed their way into the 
interior. 

The sales brochure says that the 
B’s engine strikes a distinctive 
note; well, some of DRIVE’s testers 
thought it was B-flat, and much 
too distinctive. At anything over 
4500rpm, it becomes harsh and 
vibrant. Wind noise is a high- 
speed problem, too. 

Sports cars are for the young at 
heart, but one needs to be young 
of body, too, for dignified entries 
and exits. The MG’s doors open 
wide and stay put-against either 
wind or gradient, but the low 
roof-line and narrow foot-entry 
space mean that one has to 


MGB GT 


Front engine: 1798cc/4cyl, OHV (chain); 
twin SU HIF4 carb; 97bhp at 5500rpm 
Rear drive: 4 gears (O/D on 3 and 4); 
18mph/1000rpm (22mph/1000rpm O/D) 
Suspension: front—ind coil springs, 
wishbones, anti-roll bar; rear—live axle, 
semb-elliptic springs, anti-roll bar 
Steering: rack and pinion, 34 turns/ 

333ft circle; 5J wheels, 165 SR 14 radial: 
Brakes: servoed discs front/drums rear 


Parts/repairs (inc VAT) 

clutch £34.71 (fitting 4.8hr) 

exhaust £44.93 (1.05hr) 

headlamp unit £15.36 (O.3hr) 

front bumper £53.46 (3.25hr) 
laminated windscreen £30.24 (2.7hr) 


oil filter and points £2.51 (0.85hr) 
major service 6000 miles (3.45hr av) 


per year per mile 
Running costs £749 6.24p 
Loss of value £116 0.97p 
Total depreciation £942 7.85p 


Insurance group 6 


THE RIVALS CLOCK IN 


Alfasud Sprint 1.5 
Colt Celeste 1600GS 


Ford Capri 2000S 
Triumph TR7 (4 speed) : 


Volkswagen Scirocco GLS 7 


a E 


»ERFORMANCE 
3.8 6.0 8,5 12.4 17.2 


| 3 40 5 6 
_ Acceleration through gears from rest (sec) 


| Top-gear acceleration (sec). Overdrive times in brackets 


Maximum speeds 


O/D in gears 


max engine speed 

used 6000rpm; 

max in top 5800rpm; 
max in O/D top 4450rpm; 


standing + mile 
(101) (97) O/D 18.6sec 


BRAKES—pedal pressures and responses 


90 
est stop 100+ 6 


80 


70 


60 


50 


20 


102205280, 40 


50m 002. 40 CO GOntOO 
% efficiency (ideal car's braking performance falls 
within central zone—above, too heavy, below, too light) 


Fade test pedal pressure needed for 75% stop 

(ideal car would show no variation) 

43lb at start; 32Ib in constant use; 40lb in severe use 
Watersplash immediate recovery 


John Mason 


FUEL 4-star/97 octane min 

overall consumption 27mpg 

effective tank range 280 miles/104gal 

Normal range of consumption 

hard driving, heaw traffic 184m 
short journey, suburban 19m 


motorway—/Omph cruising 273mpg 


mixed roads—brisk, 5Omph cruisin 28mpag 
uiet rural-—40Omph cruisin 334m 
Consumption at steady speeds 4th 4th O/D 
30mph 353mpg_ _405mpg 
56mph 314m 343 mpqa 
7Omph 253mpg_ _273mpg 
max mph 153mpg__183mpg 


SAFETY CHECKS 
steering: energy 

absorbing? No 
front seats: secure 


hazard warning: fitted?Yes 
interior: well padded? No 
w/screen: laminated? Yes 


mounts? Yes doors: crashproof? No 
head restraint? Yes childproof? Yes 
front belts: effective? Yes — petrol: spillproof? No 
convenient? No brakes: failsafe? Yes 
rear belts: fitted? No load sensitive? No 


FUEL MAXIMUM 30-50MPH OVERALL MAXIMUM TYPICAL — STEERING 
ON-ROAD CAPACITY OVERALL SPEED 0-60MPH _— IN TOP BESTSTOP LENGTH LEGROOM LEGROOM_ TURNS/ 
PRICE (£) (CC) (MPG) (MPH) (SEC) (SEC) (% g/Ib) (FT/IN) FRONT(IN) REAR(IN) CIRCLE (FT) 
__ 4549 1490 314 101 12°3 11.7 98/60 13’ 21" 421 354 31/363. 
4249 1597 304 94 14.0 11.2 88/40 13/6" 403 34 4/314 
4838 1993 301 109 10.9 9.6 100/55 14/41" 41 36 31/344 
5111 1998 283 108 10.2 7.4 100/60 13/4” 42 NIL 33/294 
5110 1588 333 104 10.6 9.0 92/50 12/9" 41 33 31/323 


21 


develop the knack of sliding in. 

Courtesy-light switches on the 
side doors operate a silly little 
map light on the facia, which is 
next to no good at all at night; 
why they are not connected to the 
main interior light defeats all 
logic. Once seated, however, both 
driver and front passenger can 
stretch out in comfort. An awk- 
ward-to-reach knob at the base of 
the seats releases the backrests 
for access to the rear bench—but 
if you are considering the GT 
because of its rear seat, forget it: 
it proved difficult to shoe-horn 
even one eight-year-old into the 
most cramped 2 + 2 rear that 
DRIVE has come across. 

The MGB GT may have led the 
field as a small hatchback coupé, 
but it is now being shown the way 
by more recent arrivals. There’s 


no divided rear seat, for instance, ° 


or rear load canopy; the rear seat 
is folded forward by releasing two 
crude metal clips; the increase in 
luggage space is small but useful, 
but it doesn’t take much baggage 
to obstruct the rear view; and 
stowage space inside the car is 
limited, with precious little readily 
available to the driver. 

A recent facelift included striped- 
cloth-covered seats in a vain 
attempt to brighten up the 
interior, but there’s still a lot of 
unmistakable black plastic 
around, and the MG owner is 
hardly treated to an exciting array 
of motoring-life goodies. 

Heating is via a water valve and 
takes ages to warm up; it then 
proves almost impossible to 
regulate, but large fresh-air vents 
mean that one can eventually 
achieve a cool-face, warm-feet 
atmosphere. Cool air can also be 
ducted to the footwells by moving 
an awkwardly placed,, cheap 
lever, positioned on the wrong 
side of the transmission tunnel. 
All-round demisting is reasonably 
prompt. 

The view from the driver’s seat 
is hampered by wipers that leave 
large unswept areas on the screen, 
but the unwiped rear glass keeps 
clean on wet days. Powerful halo- 
gen headlamps cut an excellent 
path down darkened lanes. The 
sloping bonnet makes parking 
guesswork for short drivers, but, 
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apart from this, all-round visibility 
is fair. 


How strong 

We know from past experience 
that the rust-bug is very partial to 
the B’s sill panels and door bases, 
although it takes some time to 
sink its teeth into the more-meaty 
structural parts underbody. Ley- 
land’s standard repellent is a 
bituminous-type sealant, but 
coverage is patchy, and the 
exposed brake pipes remain com- 
pletely untreated, as do the box- 
section interiors. Inside the doors, 
there are signs of a light coating 
of wax, but not enough to be 
taken seriously. 

On top, one or two minor paint 
faults and a badly fitting driver’s 
door and tailgate raised testers’ 
eyebrows, and there’s a lot of 
brightwork around to start inter- 
action and rust between metals. 

Mechanical reliability has been 
a sore point for Leyland of late: 
it’s the silly little things that let 
its cars down. We went through 
two speedometer heads during 
the B’s 1000-mile test, for instance, 
and the car was returned (at 3000 
miles total) with an exhaust 
system that sounded much the 
worse for wear. 


How safe 

The MG’s brake pedal has a dis- 
concerting, long-travel, spongy 
feel, but the car marched through 
DRIVE’s standard tests with great 
aplomb: all-square stops up to an 
excellent 1g gave the reassurance 
essential for this sort of car. The 
rigours of our tests were unable 
to induce the slightest trace of 
fade, and the disc/drum system 
showed no ill effects after a good 
soaking. 

The limit of roadholding is not 
particularly high for a sports car, 
but, as we said earlier, the docile 
and controllable manner in which 
the tail swings round is enjoyable 
rather than worrying. Ultimately, 
however, we can’t condone any 
car that loses its rear end, how- 
ever predictably it does it. 

We felt a little guilty about put- 
ting ‘no’ next to well-padded 
interior on our safety checklist: 
just a /ittle more cushioning 
around the screen would have 


clinched a ‘yes’. Seatbelts, though, 
are undeniably awkward to reach, 
and the webbing invariably gets 
tangled before it makes it all the 
way back to the reel boxes mount- 
ed high up on either side of the 
rear bench. The door locks are the 
old-fashioned push-button type 
that could allow the door to fly 
open in a side swipe. 


How much 

Despite the years, Leyland makes 
absolutely no concessions on the 
MG’s price. Rivals such as the 
Ford Capri 2000S, Alfasud Sprint 
and Colt Celeste 1600 are all 
cheaper, and the Triumph TR7 
and Volkswagen Scirocco are 
only slightly dearer and an awful 
lot more sophisticated. 

Parts costs and labour times, too, 
are reasonable, and it shouldn’t 
be too difficult for owners to find 
a local garage to look after 
servicing and repair needs. There’s 
a 12-month, unlimited-mileage 
warranty with Supercover that 
can be extended for an extra year. 

Access to most routine-mainten- 
ance ftems is good, apart from 
the battery buried under the rear 
seat. With the undenianding 
nature of the mechanicals, life 
looks easy for the DIY owner. 

Fuel consumption is undistin- 
guished—27mpg_ overall; most 
obvious rivals do better than 
30mpg. And even that modest 
figure plummets to under 20mpg 
around town or in heavy traffic. It 
takes liberal use of overdrive and 
a gentle right foot to better 30mpg. 


Verdict 

Have we been too unkind? Well, 
reading this report could leave you 
with the impression that the MGB 
GT is a corpse that won’t lie down. 
But we have to accept that nostal- 
gia is still a very saleable quality 
in a sports car, and what some 
buyers would regard as crude— 
such as the rasping engine note— 
others will see as essential. 

In the end, even our unromantic 
testers were being won over. The 
B isn’t all that fast, but it does 
sound furious, and it is still un- 
deniably fun to drive. 

Perhaps MG ought to offer a flat 
cap and a handlebar moustache as 
optional extras... 


All measurements in inches 


kerbweight 214cwt 
overall length 13ft 241n 
overall width 5ft 12in 
overall height 4ft 3in 
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The traditional British sports car 
divided our amateur testers between 
fond memories of the MGB GT’s 
youth and the less rosy realities of 
their day’s testing. The votes split 
into yes, no and maybe... 

‘There’s lots of prestige attached 
to the MG badge,’ said advanced 
motorist Claire Parker. ‘People 
have been telling me for years that 
I should get one and that I'd love it. 
Well, I did like its looks, but it is 
dated—the round headlamps seem 
very old-fashioned. I didn’t like the 
odd-looking bumpers either, but if 
they can take knocks, without 
damage then the MG shoots up in 
my estimation. The gear lever was 
difficult to move, but I liked the 
armrests and the visibility of all the 
dials. Handling was all that I 
wanted, but the MG’s ride was 
terrible and I was disappointed by 
its performance.’ 

Antiques dealer Andrew Perry 
just couldn’t understand the MG’s 
appeal. ‘It has been around long 
enough for MG to know that it 
sells—but who buys it? I think it 
must be an ego-trip for masochists. 
Wind noise, a loud engine, and 
having to crawl in—I found every- 
thing I expected. It’s all part of the 
image, I suppose. Inside, it’s like 
being back in the womb—a dark 
cocoon. Legroom is good—should 
you want to drive flat on your back. 
Performance was disappointing, the 
ride’s like a 10p fairground trip, 
and it only cornered well when the 
road’s camber went the right way.’ 

‘It certainly seems to enclose you 
and make you comfortable,’ said 
building consultant Fred Pocock. 
‘The seats stop you from being 
thrown about, but if you want to 
wrestle with the steering wheel you 
are so enclosed that you knock your 
elbows. Every time I let the hand- 
brake off I crashed my knuckles— 
easily done if you are a bit fat- 
handed—and I found gear changing 
a bit difficult at first, but after a 
few miles it was nice. It held the 
road better than I expected and the 
handling was all that I wanted; I 
thoroughly enjoyed my drive. The 
general finish looked good for a 
British car, and I think those big 
bumpers are a good idea.’ 

DRIVE’s official tester Bob Oxford 
says: ‘I suspect our amateurs had 
made their minds up before they 
got behind the wheel. I’m not a 
masochist, yet—like Fred—I found © 
the MG fun to drive.’ 


MY KIND OF PLACE 
Stars of 
India 


_ SAUNTERING down The Broad- 


way, Southall’s main street, you 
might expect London’s ‘Little 
India to offer a rich choice of 
restaurants. 

Surprisingly, there is only one— 


: though Indian sweetshops and 
_take-aways abound. And, while 


eastern customers outnumber the 
whites in the Maharaja, on most 


THERE WERE crows not parrots, 


_ pines not palms, and the only wild 


beasties were rabbits. But as 


treasure islands go, ours must 
have been in the millionaire class. 


_ They can organise those lavish, 


' all-electronic-aids 


searches of 


| tropical isles for as long as they 


_WOXSON 


Mostro 


VOXSON AUDIO LTD.(Dept. D ) 20 Nuffield 
Way , Abingdon, Oxon. Tel: (0235) 26340 


evenings, its reputation for superb 
Indian cuisine attracts visitors 
from all over the world. 

In fact, in a booklet issued by Air 
India, it figures among the 260 
recommended Indian restaurants 
outside the sub-continent itself, in 
places as far apart as Accra and 
Tokyo. In London, it is included 
in a Select list of 22. 

The surest way of finding the 
authentic dishes of a country is to 
seek out restaurants in the 
appropriate immigrant com- 
munity—even though they can 
often only be found in the seedier 
sidestreets of big cities. 

It was in Liverpool, twenty-odd 
years ago, that I first ate genuine 
Chinese food. A bowl of special 
fried rice eaten in a ramshackle 
café in the shadow of the old 
cathedral converted me to the 
proposition that, after an evening 
‘on the town’, good Chinese food 
had sobering properties unequal- 


want, but they won’t unearth the 
trove that has been found on 
temperate little Gotland—more 
than 700 finds. 

You don’t need some yellowing- 
parchment pirate map, just a 
couple of car-ferry tickets to get 
you from England to Gothenburg 
and then from the Swedish main- 
land to this unspoilt, green island 
off the Baltic east coast. I don’t 
say that you will have any greater 
success than we did as a kind of 
Swiss Family Glenton—which 
was nil; but you never can tell. 
Just before we landed, some 
children had found the latest 
hoard of buried treasure... down 
a rabbit-hole. 

That was typical of how most of 
the trove has come to light. But 
why so much so far from the 


piratical wakes of Bluebeard, 
Kidd and Morgan? 

You have to flip through 
medieval history to find the 


answer—back to the days when 
most of the wealth of northern 
Europe passed through the hands 
of the merchants in the rich 
Hanseatic cities. 

Visby, capital of Gotland, was 
one of the richest of them all. It 
became a lure for the Nordic 


led by any other good cuisine. 
London’s a marvellous place to 
hone your palate on _ exotic 
flavours, with Turkish, Persian, 
Korean, Japanese, Mexican and 
Russian restaurants providing 
exciting new dishes for compara- 
tively modest budgets. And Arab 
influence is increasingly demand- 
ing such high standards that Lon- 
don is fast becoming the centre of 
the most authentic indigenous 
food outside the Middle East. 
There are even signs of a grow- 
ing interest in Greek, Turkish and 
Japanese foods in other parts of 
Britain. And if they can maintain 
the standard of places such 
as the Maharaja in Southall, 
perhaps one day Ill find my kind 
of place a few yards down every 
High Street. ROLAND WEISZ 


Roland Weisz was deputy editor of 
DRIVE from 1973-1979, and is now 
compiling a new AA restaurant guide, 
to be published next year. 


version of freebooters. They 
plundered Visby so much that the 
only safe banks were those where 
the wild strawberries grew. Unfor- 
tunately, most Gotlanders forgot 
to tell anyone where it was. 

Today, the trove still keeps 
coming to light as new founda- 
tions are dug and fields are 
ploughed. But even if you don’t 
find any around this delightfully 
rural island of peaceful woods, 
uncrowded green byways and 
coves and beaches, there is plenty 
to be found in the local museum. 

This lovely, well-preserved 
example of a medieval fortified 
city, so much off the well-trod 
tourist track, comes as an 
unexpected joy. It is matched only 
by the traditional charm of the 
simple little villages and fishing 
communities scattered around. 

If you miss out on trove you 
may, more easily, find fairies. At 
least, that is what many islanders 
still believe in. But be careful you 
don’t mistake the ‘baddies’ for the 
‘goodies’: there is a breed of 
wicked goblin that can be as 
mischievous as air traffic control- 
lers upsetting holiday flights! 
Gotlanders keep on the right side 
of them by putting out milk and 


XX Rajdoot 

Park Street, Bristol 

(tel 0272 28033) 

The Bristol Rajdoot, as those in 
Birmingham and Manchester, 
offers authentic Eastern décor 
and food. Though mild, the 
traditional dishes—tandoori, 
rogan gosht and massala—are 
prepared with a subtle blend of 
fresh spices to bring out their full 
flavour. Table dhédte £2.40: 
dinner for two, including wine, 
about £16. 


XX Lebanese Food Centre 

Sloane Street, London SW1 
(01-235 2827) 

Surrounded by his wealthy Arab 
clientele, proprietor Asil Bibi will 
enthusiastically explain to you the 
variety, complexity and ritual of 
his extensive Middle-Eastern 
menu. Dish of the day about £3; 
dinner for two, with wine, from 
£14. 


food at night as peace offerings. 

The mythology and other rich 
folklore—let alone the treasure— 
makes the island a perfect place 
to take youngsters. A good spot, 
too, for a family cycling holiday, 
with plenty of bikes for hire. 

But make sure that you save 
some money for dining out. Local 
eating places serve a tasy choice 
of dishes peculiar to Gotland, 
including a special kind of pastie, 
smoked flounder, and several 
unusual mutton dishes. 

The truth is that the real treasure 
to be found is right under your 
nose. BILL GLENTON 


Holidaymakers going by car cross 
from Felixstowe (Tor Line) or from 
Newcastle (Tor/DFDS) to Gothen- 
burg. Single fare for adults is 
(respectively) from £34 and £40 
(children £15). One-way car charge 
is £15 (any length up to 6 metres). 
To reach Gotland, drive cross- 
country to Nynashamn for the short 
ferry voyage to Visby (adults £7.30, 
car £8, children half price). 

There are also advanced-purchase 
air fares (APEX) that reduce the 
cost of flying out there—return 
Gothenburg £75, return Stockholm 
£92. 


.21MHz 
1.6MHz 


108 MHz. 
STEREO @ 


there’s no other car radio quite like it 


46 pre-tuneable stations! Touch button selection. 


Send for free brochure showing the complete range of advanced technology stereo car radios 
and stereo radio/ cassette players from VOXSON — a touch of Italian genius. 
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Side by side with the average average, both front and rear. 


car, the Princess gets you off to a With comfortable seats of arm- 
flying start,even before you get into chair proportions and a choice of 240 
first gear. driving positions. 

There’s absolutely nothing Likewise, your luggage travels 


average about the aerodynamic shape more comfortably in a Princess. 
Inside, there’s room fora bigger |The boot has more usable space than 


than average family. average: 12-6 cu. ft? 
And no need for the usual knees- There’s nothing average about 
up routine in the back. the new 1700cc and 2000cc overhead 
There’s more legroom than cam engines, either. 


Princess-range: 1700L £3,974; 1700HL &4,275; 2000HL £4,514; 2200HL £4,880; 2200HLS &5,436 Automatic transmission available on all models, &434 extra. 
Government official fuel consumption test figures for Princess 2000HL (featured) : Simulated Urban Conditions—27.2mpg (10.4L/100km), Constant S6mph 


ee 


SS . 


| Even the powerful 2 litre engine considerably below average in one 
_ gives you a better than average petrol respect. Its price. 


consumption of 272 m.p.g. in stop- The Princess range starts at only 

Start town motoring. £3974. There are five Princess models 
Will all cars this big give you to choose from. 

such a comfortable ride? Not a bit of it. See your Austin Morris dealer for 
To quote ‘Motor magazine, a test-drive. 

the Princess has “a ride that overall is The Princess comes in a choice 

comfortably better than average”” of 11 colours. None of them are grey. 
But for all its size, we have to Princess 

admit that the Princess does fall From Austin Morris. With Supercover. 


Ul prices are correct at time of going to press (May 10th) and include front seat belts, Car Tax and VAT at 8%. Delivery and number plates extra. 
90 h) —37.7mpg (7.5L/100km). Constant 75mph (120km/h) —27.7mpg (10.2L/100km).tManufacturer’s figure. “Motor Magazine July 15,1978. fi > 


MOTOR SPORT 


Good 
sports 


IT WAS Tim Birkin, the elegant 
and eloquent ‘Bentley Boy’ of the 
1930s, who explained his addiction 
to motor sport as ‘the.only excit- 
ing sport I can participate in while 
sitting down’. Today, the cars 
travel at twice the speed, but the 
rule still applies: the Grand Prix 
driver does his job sitting down at 
close to 200mph. 

Not that it’s a relaxed business. 
Far from it. The strains imposed 
on a GP driver, or a rally driver, 
are enormous. The force of 
gravity generated by a Grand Prix 
car cornering at 150mph is close 
to 2g—‘enough to push your 
stomach against your spine,’ says 
John Watson. 

At 2g, a driver finds his head 
moving like a pendulum; his 
helmet weighs more than 7lb, and 


MIAN ON VEE 


DAVE D4UMO0, SUPER SALESMAN 
(S ON THE ROAD AGAIN 


many drivers have to take exer- 
cise to strengthen their neck 
muscles. James Hunt trained with 
a soccer team, and practised head- 
ing a football; Jody Scheckter 
once finished a sports-car race 
literally holding his head up with 
one hand, his neck muscles spent. 

Physical stamina, rather than 
physical strength, is needed by 
both rallymen and racers, and the 
majority of front runners indulge 
in some other sport to help main- 
tain their fitness . . . although 
some maintain that the only thing 
that keeps you really fit for racing 
is more racing. (The late Ronnie 
Peterson was one who believed in 
this theory. His only leisure 
activity outside racing was keep- 
ing tropical fish!) 

Drivers often come into motor 
racing having previously been 
very competitive in other sports. 
Rallyman John Taylor was a 
National Hunt jockey who rode 
the Queen’s horses; he also plays 
golf off a handicap of 2. Fellow- 
rallyman Roger Clark played 
water polo for his county; Jackie 
Stewart was an Olympic clay- 
pigeon shot; and Graham Hill was 
a first-class shot and cricketer. 

James Hunt played tennis at 
Wimbledon level as a junior, and 
squash for his county team; 
McLaren’s No 2 driver, French- 
man Patrick Tambay, was in his 
country’s ski team. 

Jody Scheckter is probably the 
fittest of all current GP drivers: he 
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BRUSH UP... 


maintains a regular gym pro- 
gramme, and keeps a set of 
weights in his Monaco apartment. 
He also plays tennis regularly, 
and, in the words of his coach, ‘is 
very effective because of his speed 
and his sense of anticipation’. 

Many regular racers play ball 
games, mainly golf and tennis. It 
fits into the social pattern of their 
lives, and provides them with the 
exercise that promotes stamina. 

Stuart Turner, when Ford’s 
motor-sport boss, took footballer 
Jimmy Greaves and turned him 
into a competent rallyman. Turner 
believed that, given an athlete 
with an interest in cars, a sense of 
balance and a fierce competitive 
spirit, he could make a competi- 
tion driver of him. He was right. 

A tennis pro who occasionally 
plays with GP drivers, tells me: 
‘I could take any one of the top 
drivers today and, with six 
months’ intensive coaching, make 
a tournament player of him. 
Speed, anticipation and coordina- 
tion, plus aggression—they have 
all the qualities needed.’ 

Racing drivers have always 
featured well in TV’s superstar 
programmes. Stewart, Scheckter, 
Mass and Ickx have appeared and 
impressed their fellow-competi- 
tors with their performances. 
Commentator David Vine once 
summed up their attitude: ‘I don’t 
think they are particularly strong 
or fit. They seem to do it all from 
the mind.’ NICK BRITTAN 
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Flush of embarrassment 

I have a gallon of flushing oil in 
my garage, the sort once used dur- 
ing engine oil changes. Can I 
safely add this oil to my petrol to 
act as an upper-cylinder lubri- 
cant?—A ARTHUR, MANCHESTER 
No. It’s a case of horses for courses. 
Unlike upper-cylinder lubricant, 
which blends compatibly with 
petrol, flushing oil is likely to 
separate out. In other words, it will 
break down into droplets which will 
gradually accumulate in the tank 
and work their way throughout the 
fuel system, eventually to clog the 
pipes, pump and carburettor. 


Running target 

I have been running a Renault 12 
estate since 1973, in which time, 
apart from regular services, it has 
needed only two new rear wheel- 
bearings and a new clutch. Now, 
after 75,000 miles, I would 
appreciate your advice on how I 
might nurse it to the 100,000- 
mark.—G B RIMMER, CREWE 

We would be surprised if you 
haven't had the exhaust system, 
brake linings, tyres and battery 
replaced within this time and mile- 
age! These are the first items we 
would examine for corrosion, wear 
and deterioration. Your drive- 
shafts, too, seem to have given 
above-and-beyond their normal 
service. Check them for wear by 


\ 


ne Line 


Any problems? Whether 
they are technical, insurance 
or legal, DRIVE’s experts can 
help. Write to: Clinic, AA, 
Fanum House, Basingstoke, 
_ Hampshire RG212EA 


driving slowly on full steering lock 
in each direction, listening for the 
knocks or clonks that indicate wear. 
Examine also the driveshaft and 
steering gaiters, looking for splits 
that could let in water and dirt. 
Rock the wheels to assess bearing 
play, and check there is no excess 
movement in the steering assembly. 
Test damper efficiency by applying 
the ‘bounce test’ at each wing—the 
car should settle after one-and-a- 
half bounces. Check the engine for 
-ominous-looking oil leaks ; examine 
brake pipes for corrosion and the 
flexible hoses for deterioration; and 
renew the brake fluid—a job that 
should be done every 18 months. 


Alternatively . . . 

I have a 1972 Ford Cortina 1600 
that’s equipped with a Lucas 
alternator, and should like to 
know whether the Gunsons 
Sparktune 2 offered in DRIVE 
(March-April) is suitable for test- 
ing-its output. My manual stresses 
that ‘home’ tests should not be 


iV 

made—F G NEWBURY 
Sparktune 2 is a versatile instru- 
ment capable of performing several 
useful electrical tests, but it will not 
check an alternator’s output cur- 
rent. This test can be made only 
with an ammeter capable of reading 
50—60amps. Sparktune can, how- 
ever, be used to check the alterna- 
tor’s regulator setting. Run the 
engine for three minutes at about 
2000rpm with the headlamps on; 
with the instrument connected 
across the battery terminals there 
should be a reading of 13.7—14.3y. 


Golf handicap 

I recently bought a VW Golf 
1100L that has been afflicted from 
new with a most unpleasant vibra- 
tion: after a few miles on the open 
road, my passengers quiver like 
jellies. All engineers’ attempts to 
track down this problem have 
failed. Can DRIVE shed any light 
on the mystery?—N ALLIS, 
LINCOLN 

Presumably your engineers have 
checked that all the wheels are 
correctly balanced, which is the first 
thing DRIVE would do. If wheel 
balance is correct, it’s then likely 
that there's a fault in the transmis- 
sion, such as an unbalanced clutch 
or flywheel, or—most probably—a 
faulty driveshaft assembly. We 
know of a Renault 5 which, from 
new, suffered from the same prob- 


NO PROBLEM 
DAVE — 
WE SERVE 
BREAKFAST 
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lem as yours, and the elusive vibra- 
tion was not cured until a new 
driveshaft was fitted. Have your 
garage check your car for these 
points, or invest in an AA inspec- 
tion, which should pin-point the 
trouble before it becomes serious. 


Crashing bore 
Having had two windscreens 
broken by flying gravel last year, 
I dread this season’s road resur- 
facing. Can DRIVE please draw 
attention to the hazards of driving 
on newly-surfaced roads . . . for 
the sake of my wallet?—MRSLR 
COOK, THAMES DITTON 
The AA’s head of highways and 
traffic, Robert Hardy, says that, 
when road dressing has been 
recently carried out, drivers should: 
@ not exceed 15mph 
@maintain a following distance 
sufficient to avoid any chippings 
thrown up by the vehicle in front 
@not overtake—the short time 
saved is often outweighed by the 
need to replace a shattered screen 
@brake and accelerate gently to 
avoid dislodging the new surface. 
Remember, too, that a temporary 
windscreen carried in the boot is a 
valuable-get-you-home aid. 


Fail safety 

I have bought a new set of radial- 
ply tyres for my car, which cost me 
almost £100, so I am anxious to 


MICE MICEIINCCTMICENMCRTINELETMENE TIAN 


know the procedure for claiming a 
refund or a replacement tyre 
should any faults occur. Can you 
help?—A S POTTER, CARDIFF 

If a new tyre is defective, and the 
defect arose at the date of sale or 
soon afterwards, the buyer’s rights 
are primarily against the seller 
under the Sale of Goods Act, in that 
the tyre is not fit for its purpose 
and/or not of merchantable quality. 

There is, generally, no comeback 
against the manufacturer (your 
contract being with the seller), 
unless you can prove that there was 
a manufacturing defect. In this case, 
the tyre will have to be returned to 
the maker for inspection. Before 
you do this, however, you should 
have it examined and obtain expert 
technical evidence that there was a 
fault in the manufacture. 

In DRIVE’s experience, tyre makers 
are very fair in dealing with such 
complaints. However, in the event 
of a claim being rejected, an appeal 
can be made to the British Rubber 
Manufacturers’ Association. 

The drawbacks in having a private 
inspection are: finding a tyre expert 
with the latest and best equipment; 
expense; and, having paid for the 
inspection, it may reveal that the 
damage was caused by poor road 
conditions, such as a pothole, and 
not by a manufacturing defect! Only 
you can decide whether it’s all 
worth it. 


TERRIFIC 
BREAKFAST — 
G000 VALUE 


TOO: 


Whether you motor for business or pleasure, you'll find Little Chef 
restaurants all over Britain. For a free map showing almost 
200 A-road locations, simply fill in the coupon. 
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CAR TESTS 


Renault’s luxurious 1904 Phaeton won the Paris Salon’s 
gold medal. Can its new 18TS win glittering prizes, too? 


Renault 18TS °« | 


Price £3801 On the road £3974 


The hard truth of life in the car 
market is that the private buyer’s 
only loyalty is to the pound in 
his pocket—witness the fact that 
more than half of all new cars sold 
in this country were built on 
foreign soil. Of the minority that 
do buy British, most of these are 
company-fleet buyers. And even 
these chauvinists are being 
pressured by hard-nosed firms’ 
accountants to look abroad for 
replacements of last year’s Ford 
Cortinas and Morris Marinas. 

The dastardly foreigners are, of 
course, ready to step in—and 
none more so than Renault, eager 
to get a real grip on the lucrative 
pickings of the reps’ car sector. 
The car with which it hopes to do 
this is its new 18—a conventional, 
booted saloon in. two trim 
standards and two engine options, 
with a ‘proper’ estate car to follow. 

Needless to say, the feet-on-the- 
ground good sense of ‘straight’ 
design, easy maintenance and 
rugged reliability that are the 
necessities of a fleet car should also 
appeal to the family man putting 
his own money on the line. 

We put our money on the 18TS 
—the bigger-engined, more- 
modestly trimmed version. Would 
you be seen in this car? 


How it goes 
Although its 1647cc all-alloy 
engine is similar to that in 


Renault’s 16TX and 20TL, it has a 
less-sophisticated head, so power 
—but not torque—is down by 
some 15%. One half expects per- 
formance to becompromised, too, 
and initial impressions tend to 
confirm this: most of our drivers 
were convinced that the 
speedometer was exaggerating— 
when it approached 60mph, it fe/t 
more like 50. 

It wasn’t until later that we 
discovered that the 18 is a master 
of understatement: the speedo is 
only 3mph fast at 60mph, and the 
acceleration is a lot brisker than 
it seems to be. Indeed, top-gear 
step-off from 30mph is brisker 
than any 12 or 16’s we have tested, 
and all its obvious rivals, too. 

Its deceptive effortlessness away 
from rest, revving eagerly through 
the gears to 6000rpm, likewise 
makes the 18’s get-up-and-go 
more than a match for its market 
competition. Here, then, is a 
family car with more bite than 
bark. Its gear shift is competent, 
if not exactly keen to be hurried, 
with twangy imprecision confined 
to reverse selection only. 

The 18 is not the sort of car that 
will have instant appeal on a quick 
trip round the block. To the new- 
comer, its straight-line stability 
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can seem uncertain and its steer- 
ing vague and turgid. In fact, like 
the 12 before it, the 18 is all the 
better for more air in the front 
tyres—Renault recommends 23psi 
front/26psi rear, but we track- 
tested with 26psi all round and 
found nothing but good resulted. 
Response is quicker from straight- 
ahead, nose drift is curtailed, yet 
there is never a trace of tail- 
happiness with a normal load 
aboard. Of course, the 18 cannot 
corner with the vivacity of a small 
sports saloon—its suspension is 
too demure for such capers—but 
it will shrug off the excitement 
with aplomb and remain 
absolutely sure-footed, with roll 
sensibly contained. 

In the final analysis, it’s that 
stodgy steering that acts as a 
disincentive against pressing it too 
hard in the bends; like other 
Renaults, the 18 just doesn’t 
encourage this sort of treatment. 


How comfortable 

The one thing that a Renault is 
expected to offer is something 
special in the way of comfort. The 
18’s rear axle can be felt at times, 
setting up a cushioned agitation 
over uneven surfaces, but, gener- 
ally, it insulates occupants well, 
particularly over really rutted, 
broken roads. A complete 
absence of body fretting contri- 


butes a lot to the sense of well- 
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HOW GOOD 
At-a-glance 


DRIVE's verdict on the Renault 
18TS, taking into consideration 
its rivals, its price and what kind 
of car it’s meant to be 


Out of five 


PERFORMANCE 
6600 


FUEL ECONOMY 
6639 
HANDLING/STEERING 
68 
COMFORT/REFINEMENT 
ee 
INTERIOR SPACE 
e 
PASSENGER AIDS 
DRIVER AIDS 
ACCIDENT/INJURY SAFEGUARDS 
83e 
RUST RESISTANCE 


RUNNING RELIABILITY 
8880 


being, and open-road cruising is 
quiet—even refined at between 40 
and 55mph. Engine and wind 
noises remain well controlled at 
any legal speed. 

At the price, the 18’s smooth, 
refined manners are difficult to 
match. It has the low-speed flexi- 
bility to pull from 20mph in top 
if required, with no complaints, 
limousine-style, and just a trace 
of half-throttle raggedness is 
evident at times, ameliorated on 
our car by enriching the mixture 
to still-legal limits. Starting and 
warm-up with the automatic 
choke was faultless. 

Several Renault owners tried our 
18TS, and all were impressed with 
the driving position and layout. 

Pedals are straight ahead of the 
driver, with lots of room to rest 
a left foot beside the clutch, and 
the driving seat drew most praise 
from those who sat in it longest. 
The relationship between pedals, 
seat, wheel and gear shift is just 
right, and the only gripe from 
some people was a wish for longer 
column stalks. 

Compared with conventional- 
saloon rivals, the 18’s rear seat is 
comfortably shaped but hardly a 
match for a Ford Cortina in terms 
of sheer space. The wheelarches 
intrude—although the central 
tunnel doesn’t—and the modest 
96in wheelbase, inherited from 
the 12, puts it at a disadvantage 
for lanky passengers. 

This was the main criticism from 
owners of 16s, who also couldn’t 
appreciate that some _ people 
actually prefer an ordinary boot 
to a hatchback; as a sop to these 
faithful, it is possible to remove 
the rear-seat cushion very easily, 
but the exposed metal is not 
particularly flat for load-carrying. 

Boot and glovebox lights are 
thoughtful standard items, but 
there are no courtesy switches on 
the rear doors. The boot is deep 
but has a high sill, and it lacks 
load length. 

The heater was well up to our 
chilly test conditions, and reason- 
ably controllable, too; but, when 
the weather turned warmer, we 
found that ventilation was margi- 
nal. It’s not possible to alter the 
vertical deflection of cold air, and 
one outlet can’t work without the 
other. Other irritations included 
cold draughts in the footwell even 
when the slide was set fully to 
‘screen’, cooler air to the pas- 
senger’s feet than that delivered 
to the driver, and no heat at all to 
rear passengers’ feet. With its 
electric heating off, the rear 
window readily mists over—the 
rear extraction seems ineffective. 


How strong 

For over a year, now, Renaults 
have been covered by a five-year 
anti-rust warranty on the main 
structure, and current cars are 
protected with a thoroughness 
that is better than ever. The 18’s 
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RENAULT 18TS 


Front engine: 1647cc/4cyl, OHV (chain), 
one single-throat carb; 79bhp at 5500rpr 
Front drive: 4 gears; 17.9mph/1000rpm 
Suspension: front—ind wishbones, coil 
springs, anti-roll bar; rear—dead axle, 
coil springs, two links, A bracket, 

anti-roll bar 

Steering: rack and pinion, 34 turns/ 
333ft circle; 5B wheels, 155SR 13 radial 
Brakes: servoed discs front/drums rear 


Parts/repairs (inc VAT) 

clutch £44.85 (fitting 5.2hr) 
exhaust £46.05 (1.5hr) 

headlamp unit £38.88 (0.5hr) 

front bumper £25.60 (0.8hr) 
laminated windscreen £58.86 (1hr) 


oil filter and points £4.01-£8.10 (0.9hr) 
major service 10,000 miles (2.6hr) 


per year per mile 
Running costs £659 5.49p 
Loss of value £268 2.23p 
Total depreciation £817 6.81p 


Insurance group 5 


THE RIVALS CLOCK IN 


Toyota Carina 1600DL auto 
Honda Accord 4-door 


Morris Marina 1700HL 


Peugeot 305SR : 
Vauxhall Cavalier 1600L 


PERFORMANCE 


4.1 6.2 9.3 13.1 18.1 


eS! 40 5 6 70 
Acceleration through gears from rest (sec) 


Maximum speeds 


75 years on 


tx 


BRAKES —pedal pressures and responses 


‘Ome Ones Ome 4 Om 50m 60 £70801 90.100 


FUEL 4-star/97 octane min 
overall consumption 354mpg 
effective tank range 365 miles/10+gal 


Normal range of consumption 

hard driving, heavy traffic 28mpg 
short journey, suburban 29mpg 
motorway—7Omph cruising 323mpg 
mixed roads—brisk, 50mph cruising 37mpg 
quiet rural—40mph cruising 423+mpg 
Consumption at steady speeds 

30mph 55mpg 
56mph 403mpg 
7Omph 323mpg 
max mph 18impg 
SAFETY CHECKS 0= factory fitted option 


hazard warning: fitted?Yes 


steering: energy 


in gears as i ’ absorbing? Yes _ interior: well padded? No 
% efficiency (ideal car's braking performance falls fronteéats: secure Wiedtadnt larniheteleeNG 
max engine speed within central zone—above, too heavy, below, too light) mounts? Yes doors: crashproof? Yes 
used 6000rpm; Fade test pedal pressure needed for 75% stop head restraint? O childproof? Yes 
max in top 5400rpm; (ideal car would show no variation) front belts: effective? Yes petrol: spillproof? Yes 
standing + mile 40lb at start; 36lb in constant use; 58lb in severe use convenient? Yes _ brakes: failsafe? Yes 
19.2sec Watersplash 70lb at first, 5 stops to recover rear belts: fitted? No load sensitive? Yes 
; 
FUEL MAXIMUM 30-50MPH OVERALL MAXIMUM TYPICAL STEERING 
ON-ROAD CAPACITY OVERALL SPEED O-60MPH INTOP BESTSTOP LENGTH LEGROOM LEGROOM ~ TURNS/ 
PRICE (£) (CC) (MPG) (MPH) (SEC) (SEC) (% g/Ib) (FT/IN) FRONT (IN) REAR (IN) CIRCLE (FT) 
4002 1588 274 92 14.2 5.3 (k/d) 90/70 132.9" 414 40 4/344 
__ 4240 1602 35 93 14.0 9.8 (4th) 88/40 14’ 3” 40 373 31/341 
_ 4114 1700 294 94 14.0 10.7 94/70 14’ 04” 384 3g 33/333 
4124 1472 341 94 14.1 11.4 88/35 13! 102 413 381 34/323 
a a 2S an nn a. Lene 
__ 3760 1584 294 96 12.6 11.3 97/50 14’ 7" 401 372 1/32 
4th—4th gear k/d—kickdown 
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John Mason 


EVERYMAN 


floorpan is treated to a good coat 
of flexible pvc, while wax is 
injected into doors, box sections, 
sills and the like with commend- 
able care. The outer sill surfaces 
receive a coat of brown Tectyl 
petroleum wax, and, apart from 
it not extending to the areas 
behind the rear wheels or into the 
wheelarch lips, we could find little 
to fault. Even the fuel tank’s 
resiting in the boot means that it, 
too, is safe from corrosion—all 
very reassuring. Our only dis- 
appointment is that a pioneer of 
plastic bumper shields (on the 
Renault 5) has reverted to indif- 
ferently mounted chrome-plated 
ones on this newest model. 

It is a virtue of the 18 that, 
beneath the skin, it shares so 
much with the 12—a model that 
has become a _ much-respected 
secondhand proposition. Scepti- 
cal fleet managers should be 
reassured by this front-wheel- 
drive configuration, with the 12’s 
excellent reliability record to 
encourage them, too. 

The speckled floor carpet is 
craftily contrived to look clean 
even when it’s not, and, although 
the seat fabric could be trying if 
your shaggy dog is moulting, the 
rest of the trim is wipeable. It’s 
a pity the screen-pillar and foot- 
well trims get crinkled though— 
both cars that we saw suffered 
from this. 


How safe 

It’s a big step up from accelerator 
to brake, but we are not among 
those who advocate level pedals 
at the cost of right-leg comfort. 
Once accustomed to the climb 
and to the somewhat-eager servo- 
assistance, the 18’s brakes prove 
excellent in all normal conditions. 
A near-100%-efficiency stop 
comes at a sensible pedal load, 
and, though prolonged use in 
high speed provokes some fade, 
it doesn’t get out of hand. Water- 
splash recovery is leisurely, too, 
but it’s the lack of rear wheel grip 
that prevents the car from tackling 
a l-in-3 downward gradient: the 
wheels, locked solid, just slide. In 
common with all Renaults, a load- 
sensitive rear valve means that the 
rear brakes always perform use- 
fully—irrespective of what is in 
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the boot—without ever locking. 

The 18’s handling probably is as 
safe as you could wish for in a 
family car because its road grip 
and stability surpasses its willing- 
ness to be harried—you have to 
be as determined as a road tester 
to get into trouble. 

Secondary safety is well catered 
for in the 18’s basic structure— 
Renault has pioneered a lot of 
research into the effects of the 
crash from various angles, and 
the 18 seems very resistant to all 
of these and to roof collapse. 
Inside, we approve of the moulded 
headlining stuck to the roof and 
extending well forward across the 
screen rail—so often left 
unpadded. The front seats, how- 
ever, do nothing to protect front 
occupants from those behind, and 
costs have relegated a laminated 
screen and front head restraints 
—standard on the GTL and GTS 
—to the TS options list. A wider- 
than-usual webbing prevents the 
seatbelts twisting and spreads the 
strain better in an emergency. 
Shorter drivers, however, felt they 
were too close to their necks. 


How much 

Perhaps the nicest surprise that 
the 18TS sprang on us was its 
miserly fuel consumption. The 
engine changes that we first 
viewed with suspicion are com- 
pletely vindicated by results, for 
the carciis.as remarkably 
abstemious as it is deceptively 
quick. And the GTS, with its 
higher fifth gear, is likely to 
improve even on this, of course, 
giving a significant margin over 
the 30mpg that is still the norm 
for this type of medium-sized 
saloon. An 8mpg saving must be 
a terrible temptation to fleet 
buyers who normally stock up 
with Cortinas... 

With a generous fuel tank that 
accepts all but the last #gal easily, 
the 18 is the sort of car to get you 
there and back again, without the 
need for a fill-up. 

With the fleet market in mind, 
Renault has tried hard to simplify 
maintenance and reduce dismant- 
ling costs for when things do go 
wrong. It’s noticeable how many 
electrical units are uncluttered 
under the 18’s bonnet—wiper 


motor, regulator box and heater 
are all out on their own; only the 
alternator looks buried. The 
major 10,000-mile service is 
intended to be done Renault’s 
way, with a diagnostic socket 
already provided; in fact, the job 
would be a piece of cake for any 
competent home mechanic, so 
long as he has a few special tools. 

Larger jobs are a different matter 
—parts prices still look costly 
alongside those of a Morris 
Marina, for example, and 5+ 
hours to change a clutch is long- 
winded. 

The handbook is helpful for 
smaller repairs, and its style and 
layout is even attractive. 

We have based our depreciation 
on the 16TS, for we would expect 
the 18 to do at least as well. Of 
course, it seems likely that the 
18TL will hold its value better, 
for, in nearly every respect, it is 
identically trimmed yet is £300 
cheaper. The GTL and GTS have 
some attractive luxury items, lift- 
ing their equipment standard toa 
level that surpasses even a Ghia 
Ford in some respects (central 
locking, poweréd windows, five- 
speed gearbox on the 1647cc car). 
Currently, this luxury treatment 
adds £630 to the price of the car 
that we tested. 


Verdict 

In an era in which the demands of 
the fleet buyer have often resulted 
in spruced-up mediocrity, the 18 
deserves to make headway. Its 
creators have made concessions to 
the company buyer, but the car 
retains that special something that 
makes a Renault not quite like 
anything else. The 18 should also 
please the beleaguered family man 
—so long as he can live with the 
limited rear-seat room and rather- 
ordinary boot. More concerned 
with giving you a comfortable ride 
than an exciting one, it is neverthe- 
less deceptively quick, nice to 
tinker with, and, though spares may 
cost more, its fuel bills are going 
to be a lot less. 

Just as vital, it is screwed 
together well enough to comfort- 
ably outlast its generous guaran- 
tee—surely the ultimate economy, 
whether it’s your money or the 
firm’s that pays the bills. 


All measurements in inches ___- 


overall length 14ft 35in 
overall width 5ft 34in 
overall height 4ft 6in 


With its roomy interior and lively 
power unit, the Renault 18TS made 
a favourable impression on our 
panel of amateur test drivers... 

‘It looked nice inside and out,’ 
said antiques dealer Andrew Perry, 
‘right down to the quality of the 
carpets. The gear shift’s action, 
however, was floppy, and the lever 
felt as though it were made of 
rubber. Between 35mph and 50mph 
it felt as if third gear was working 
too hard and fourth could not work 
hard enough, which made it a 
difficult car in town traffic. On the 
other hand, I was surprised at how 
fast it was on the open road: you 
think you are doing 40mph when 
you are really doing 65mph, so I 
really did motor .. . If I were in” 
the saloon market I’d consider 
buying one.’ 

Housewife Claire Parker also 
liked the car’s looks, and was even 
more impressed by its price: ‘It’s 
got to be good value,’ she said. 
‘I certainly felt happy driving it. 
I took it down some very bumpy 
lanes and it felt very comfortable— 
typically Renault. Roadholding 
was good for the way I drive, and I 
didn’t find the steering too heavy; 
much lighter than a Renault 5, for 
example. I found the instruments 
easy to read and I thought all the 
car’s warning lamps were useful. 
I know Id buy one if I were in the 
market as I’m not terribly keen on 
the rival Ford Cortina.’ 

‘It gives the impression of being 
a big, roomy car,’ agreed building 
consultant Fred Pocock. ‘Bags of 
room, and nothing to trip over. I 
found the seats comfortable, and 
though the pedals were off-set they 
didn’t make my legs ache. The gear 
change was quite good—I didn’t 
notice anything strange about it. 
I thought all the warning lamps 
were rather a good idea; if some- 
thing goes wrong, you would be 
sure to know about it. I also liked 
having two mirrors, and the way 
the heating and ventilation were 
kept separate was excellent. It 
moved as well as it looked, too— 
good even compared with my 3litre 
Ford Granada.’ 

Professional road-tester Peter 
Denayer comments: ‘Contrary to — 
the panel’s impressions, the 
Renault has less rear legroom than — 
the BMW, but its “‘comfort before 
all else’? approach wins many 
buyers.’ 
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Firel- 
the cause 


If your car had been one of the 


_many that went up in flames in 


1977, would you have known how 
to deal with it? Better still, do you 


_ know how toprevent it happening? 


Peter Alder, a 38-year-old free- 
lance designer from Tewkesbury, 
Gloucestershire, didn’t. He saw 
whisps of smoke rising from his 
bonnet, and when he got out to 
investigate there was a‘whoomph’ 
as the engine caught fire. 

‘I managed to get the bonnet 


_ open and smother the flames with 


my jacket,’ says Peter. ‘My no- 
claims discount is worth more than 
my old Harris Tweed.’ The bonnet 
was scorched, the fan wilted, and 


the camshaft drive-belt’s cover 


distorted. The cause of the fire? 
‘A combination of a weeping fuel 
line and faulty wiring.’ 


It’s a combination all too 


familiar to organisations such as 
the Royal Society for the Preven- 
tion of Accidents. Their records 
show that almost 60° of vehicle 
fires are caused by the potentially 
lethal mixture of faulty electrics 
and fuel systems. In short car 
fires are caused usually by poor 
maintenance or ignorance. 

One of the major causes of 
electrical fires is the incorrect 
wiring of accessories. The right 
cable to suit the current should 
always be used together with the 
appropriate fuse—and remember 
never to use a nail or a piece of 
wire to replace a blown fuse. 
That’s asking for overheated 
wiring, which will almost certainly 
cause a fire. Where wires pass 
through holes in the metal bulk- 
head, they should be protected by 
rubber grommets to prevent 
chafing. Another point to remem- 
ber is that, when fitting current- 
hungry driving lamps or airhorns, 
a relay switch should be used. 

Seeping fuel-pipe unions, age- 
softened rubber connectors, leak- 
ing fuel pumps and _ faulty 
carburettors are all possible 
hazards, particularly if petrol can 
drip on toa hot exhaust system. 

Other less-likely causes of fires 
are spanners left under the bon- 
net and shorting the battery 
terminals, cleaning rags dropping 
on to the exhaust, and carelessly 
discarded cigarette-ends. And did 
you hear about the man who 


tried to free his frozen petrol cap 
with a lighter? 

If the worst does happen and 
your second-most-valuable pos- 
session goes up in smoke, what do 
you do? Most fires start at the 
engine, and Alder was fortunate 
in smothering his fire quickly, as 
opening the bonnet can well let a 
ball of flame burst out. If the 
engine compartment is already 
well ablaze, leave the bonnet shut— 
having first made sure that the 
ignition is switched off. Because 
the petrol tank is well away from 
the engine the chances of an 
explosion are remote until the fire 
gets out of control, and the fire 
brigade should arrive before then. 

If the fire is in its early stages 
and you decide to open the bon- 
net, there are several ways you 
can tackle the blaze. Smother it 
with a coat or a blanket or by 
scooping up and throwing on 
handfuls of earth or sand. Water, 
if you have any (try the wind- 
screen-washer reservoir), can be 
used provided there is no petrol 
lying about under the car—other- 
wise the flames may spread. 
Obviously, none of _ these 
methods is wholly satisfactory. 
The real answer is always to carry 
a fire extinguisher. There are 
several different types on the 
market. DRIVE’s Special Offer, the 
Paddy Hopkirk extinguisher, is of 
the quick-acting, dry-powder type 
that’s particularly suitable for 


vehicle and caravan fires because 
it won’t short-circuit electrical 
components. It’s also good for 
spilled-petrol fires, and it gives off 
no poisonous fumes. In addition, 
the powder is easily cleared away 
after the fire is out, and has no 
damaging effects. 

The method of using a fire 
extinguisher is largely a matter of 
common sense. Most are used 
upright, but it always pays to 
memorise the instructions on pur- 
chase. Try to locate the source of 
the fire and, working the operating 
control, aim a flame-killing blast 
at the base of the flames to quench 
them as quickly as possible: Fol- 
low this with an overall spray, 
working with a side-to-side sweep- 
ing motion as the fire reduces, so 
damping down the outbreak. 

It is vital to remember that an 
extinguisher (which should, of 
course, be easily accessible at all 
times) is not a fit-and-forget item. 
It can deteriorate if it is not used 
for long periods and should, 
therefore, be serviced strictly 
according to the maker’s original 
recommendations. 

The cost of a fire extinguisher is 
a small price to pay for a big aid 
to peace of mind and an intact car. 
‘I always regarded car fires like 
other road accidents,’ says Peter 
Alder—‘they always happen to 
the other guy.’ 

He carries an extinguisher now. 

BARRY FRANCIS 
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CAR FIRES can’t happen to you? Well, they can and do 
happen to 20,000 vehicle owners annually in Britain. That’s 
a large insurance and repair bill which could be reduced if 
every driver carried an extinguisher. 

The trouble is, few do. That’s why fire brigades are called 
out to incidents involving more than 16,000 cars, nearly 
3000 vans and almost 1000 motorcycles each year. 

Make certain that it doesn’t happen to you by investing 
£6.45 in DRIVE’s Special Offer 1kg Paddy Hopkirk dry- 
powder fire extinguisher—that’s a saving of almost £4 on 
the maker’s suggested price. We selected it because it’s 
earned the AA Seal of Approval, after exhaustive tests. 

Drive, bike and caravan in safety by completing the 
coupon and sending it with a cheque or PO made payable 
to the AA. Offer closes 31 September 1979, and is available 
only to readers in Gt Britain and N Ireland. 
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DRIVE Fire Extinguisher Offer 


NB You don'thave to cut out this coupon, and if you don't please print a// the same 
details in the same order ona plain sheet of paper or postcard 


Name 
(BLOCK CAPITALS, PLEASE) 
Address 


Please send me 


I enclose my cheque/postal order for £ 


Paddy Hopkirk 1kg extinguisher(s) (ref 73846) 


To: AA Mail Order Department, PO Box 50 


! Basingstoke, Hants RG21 2EA 
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Great to be alive...? 


ICHAEL IS 29. Up until September 

last year, he was a toolsetter in a 
Birmingham plastics factory. That was 
when he last rode his motorcycle. On his 
way to work, one morning, he was in a 
collision with a car and received serious 
head injuries. He was unconscious for six 
weeks. The accident has left Michael thin, 
anxious,’ crippled both physically and 
mentally—a pathetic shadow of the man 
that he once was. 

His baby daughter Karen, born only two 
months before the accident, will never 
know what it is to have a fit and active 
father, but perhaps the tragedy is that his 
wife Sharon and their other child, nine- 
year-old Mark, will have known him as fit 
and active. If or when Michael does return 
home, he will need more care and affection 
than either of his children. 


Kathy, a 20-year-old vicar’s daughter from 
Worcestershire, drove a motorcycle for 
probably the last time in her life in the 
early hours of a May morning, last year. 
“On her way home from a dance, she was 

riding along an unlit street, failed to spot a 
parked bus in time and hit it head on. 

For three weeks, Kathy lay unconscious 
in an intensive-care unit. The impact broke 
her left thigh and damaged nerves at the 
back of her neck, paralysing one side of 
her body. When eventually she came to, 
she was unable to speak and had to be 
looked after like a baby. 

_ Seven months went by before her speech 
~ came back, and even then it consisted more 
of grunts than recognisable words. Physi- 
cal progress was just as slow. ‘Kathy comes 
home’, said the newspaper headline at 
Christmas, but it was a token visit, and 
she was soon back in hospital. 

By the spring, Kathy had managed to 
write a letter to her parents—pathetically 
childish writing, but it was a start. She 
could just about feed herself, though so 
slowly that most of the food was cold long 
before she finished it. She still could not 
walk without being propped up: lying flat 
on her tummy, it was a major effort to roll 
herself over. 


Severely disabling brain damage such as 
Kathy and Michael suffered is one of the 
worst—but by no means uncommon— 
legacies of a road accident. If an arm or a 
leg is broken, the chances are that it will 
mend and be forgotten. But if the brain is 
injured, the results are usually disastrous 
and often permanent. 

The point is underlined by one of the 
country’s leading authorities on road- 
accident casualties, Dr John Bull, of Birm- 
ingham Accident Hospital: ‘Head injuries 
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are definitely the most harrowing, particu- 
larly when, as so often happens, they affect 
young people. There is an immediate change 
from a promising youngster to someone who 
is a very incapacitated invalid, little short 
of the vegetable state. 

‘We have to start with the equivalent of a 
very young child, teaching them all over 
again how to speak and how to walk. After 
a bit, we know they will never lead a normal 
life. They are a perpetual burden on their 
families, indeed often a cause of families 
breaking up. 

‘These cases are worse than people born 
with disabilities, because, then, the prob- 
lem has been recognised from the start. But 
to grow up normally and suddenly be 
dropped back into this state is a terrible 
thing. The patience required by other 
members of the family is astonishing.’ 

Ironically, the problem has been made 
worse by improvements in brain surgery. 
As Barrie Brookes, formerly head of Birm- 
ingham Accident Hospital’s rehabilitation 
unit, points out: ‘It is reasonably easy now 
for a surgeon to save life. Twenty-five years 
ago, perhaps three out of five severe head 
injuries did not survive. Today, four out of 
five do survive, but one sometimes wonders 
whether they should, as the quality of life 
is so poor. There are some amazing recover- 
ies, but you don’t know this when you start, 
and you can find yourself persisting with 
cases that are simply no good.’ 

He stresses the destructive effect of 
personality change as a result of brain 
damage. ‘A man may return to his wife 
after a long period in hospital, and he is 
not the man she married. His whole per- 
sonality is different: he may be awkward, 
abusive and violent, to her and to the child- 
ren. There was a man who objected when 
his wife went out shopping, even setting 
fire to the curtains as a protest. If she left 
the house, she had to make sure that a close 
friend stayed with him. A wife has to have a 
very profound love indeed to look after 
such a person, and it is not surprising that 
marriages break up under the strain.’ 

Treatment of head-injury cases requires 
infinite patience and often has to be tough 
to be kind. It may seem callous to the out- 
sider, watching helpless cripples being 
shouted at and smacked like naughty 
children, but constant stimulation is vital 
if the patient is not to become a vegetable. 

Mr Brookes explains: ‘It is a matter of 
luck with head injuries which ‘cells are 
damaged and which are not. In treating 
these people, we have to make use of what 
is left. We have to keep talking to patients 
who are virtually unconscious, and to get 
them back on their feet as soon as possible. 
We work on their sight, sense of smell, 


continued on page 58 
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HEN THE HELPFUL chap at 

Henlys, the Triumph 
dealers of Berkeley Square, 
London, encountered the lady 
with £3000 to spend on a new 
sports car, he tempted her with 
a Pageant-blue Triumph Spitfire 
at £3462. One hour later, Carole 
West, 33-year-old book-buyer 
from Hannington, Hants, signed 
a £3100 cheque for the hardtop 
Triumph—and that included £10- 
worth of numberplates,..a £32 
delivery charge, £5.25-worth of 
petrol—and a £50 road fund 
licence. 

Carole collected the car—the 
first new one she’has ever bought 
—and, 380 miles later, drove into 
an AA test centre to become the 
ninth reader-motorist in DRIVE’s 
Long Term Test Club. While our 
experts measured, probed and 
roadtested the Spitfire to learn if 
it really was the bargain that 
Carole wanted, she admitted: ‘I’d 
hoped to buy a foreign sports car 
such as the Fiat X1/9, but they 
were all too expensive. Dealers 
refused to talk about a discount 
for cash and, because of the 
haulage strike, they had few cars 
in stock anyway... I settled on 
the Spitfire because it’s a compact 
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Spit and_polish 


Car with style. Other small cars 
like 2-plus-2 hatchbacks are a 
Compromise, and I don’t need 
more than two seats. Buying a 
Triumph also means that I have 
lots of dealers, and Supercover, 
to look after me. 

‘I really thought the Spitfire 
would be more spartan, but mine 
came complete with radio aerial, 
speakers and_ reclining seats, 
making it the most comfortable 
car I’ve ever had. I understand it 
would have been £100 cheaper 
with a soft-top, but I feel more 
secure with the metal one—and 
anyway, it still goes vroom.. . 

‘l’ve noticed some faults already. 
The bonnet catches are loose, and 
the seatbelt warning lamp does 
not go out when it should. And I 
haven’t got a tax-disc holder in 
my window, so I suppose I’m 
driving illegally. I don’t know how 
long I will keep this car, but I 
expect that it will go when it really 
starts to give trouble.’ 

Judging by AA. engineer Glyn 
Marrett’s findings, the blue Spit- 
fire had already started. Exter- 
nally, Marrett noted that the 
weather strips on the lower 
window edges were 
insecure and misplaced, 


causing wind/noise. The bonnet 
catches were certainly loose, and 
he found a small dent in the near- 
side front wing, The left washer- 
jet was aimed teo low, the boot’s 
courtesy lamp didn’t work, and 
Carole already knew about the 
faulty seatbelt warning; but, to add 
to the irritations, the speedo trip- 
reset cable was missing. 

The engine’s idling speed seemed 
too high at 1000rpm, but Marrett 
assured Carole that it was prob- 
ably to compensate for some 
mechanical tightness while the 
engine was running-in. 

Underbody, Marrett spotted an 
oil leak that seemed to be coming 
from the rear section of the sump 
gasket. Then, just as Carole was 
telling us how she loved the 
exhaust’s sporty bellowing, our 
engineer discovered its cause: 
both exhaust joints were ‘blow- 
ing’, despite an attempt to cure 
the rear leak with sealant ...Said 
Marrett: ‘They obviously had 
problems with this car at the 
factory, and this fault should have 
been rectified during the dealer’s 
pre-delivery inspection. I'd think 
that it could be sealed safely, but, 


however it’s cured, it should be 
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‘¢#one promptly. Exhaust gases can 


make a driver drowsy, and they | 
could be sucked in through the 
open window—especially from 
the front joint’s leak. 

‘The oil leak is merely dis- 
appointing—I would not expect to 
see such a leak on a new car. 
Carole would also be well advised 
to get the car rustproofed: the wax 
spray that’s there now will seal it 
to some extent, but it’s far from 
adequate in the long-term. So far, 
there doesn’t seem to be any 
evidence of rust inside the chassis 
box-sections. Generally, I'd say 
the vehicle has been delivered in 
a reasonably satisfactory condi- 
tion, but these points should be 
brought to the dealer’s notice. 

Carole added: ‘As it’s my first 
new car, I wantto keep it rust-free. 
Now that I’ve been indoctrinated 
into the importance of rust-pro- 
tection I'll get it Ziebarted. Most 
of my cars have gone to their final 
resting place because of rust. I 
remember my old Mini was full of 
holes, though its engine started 
every time.’ 

DRIVE will report again on 
Carole’s car in a year’s time, 
armed with the results of another 
five detailed engineer’s inspec- 
tions made in the coming months. 


: _ Calling all Spitfire pilots: if you have a car like Carole’s, we'd like to hear from you. We’re also interested 
in the experiences of owners of the other cars currently in our Long Term Test Club—Triumph’s TR7, Volvo’s 244DL—neat issue's 
newcomer, the VW Golf diesel, and, reporting next time, the Toyota Celica XT2000. Got it? Then write—now! 
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Anthony Peagam 


CITROEN CX SERIES 


Still 
perfect, 
Mr Potter? 


NY POTTER is accustomed to 
having to cope with changes. 
The one that most altered his life 
was 30 years ago: paralysed from 
the waist down by shrapnel during 
a naval action in south-east Asia, 
he was forced into civvy street and 
the tool-making business. Seven 
years ago, his employers went out 
of business, so Tony started his 
own company, and, today, his 
successful gauge-maintenance 
firm employs 28 and occupies a 
4000sq ft factory in the Coleshill 
area of Birmingham, where Tony 
now lives. 

Another turning point came 12 
months ago, when Tony Potter 
bought his first foreign car—a 
Citroen CX2400. So impressed 
has he been with its performance 
and reliability that he says he will 
buy Citroen again when he 
changes the car next summer. 
‘But, for greater ease of access to 
my collapsible wheelchair,’ says 
Tony, ‘I will almost certainly go 
for the estate version.” 

We'd like to think that his 
decision was helped by the car’s 
final inspection at the close of his 
year as a DRIVE long-term test 
owner. In fact he had already 
made up his mind, and the verdict 
of AA engineer John Williams in 
the Citroen’s last examination at 
the Association’s West Bromwich 
Vehicle Test Centre merely 
backed Tony’s decision. 

The one unhappy aspect of Tony 
Potter’s motoring year was that 
he only joined our test club 
through the failure of a BL 
dealer’s salesman. ‘My first inten- 
tion was to buy a Jaguar XJ6,’ he 
recalls. ‘I had always bought 
British before, but the salesman 
was so off-putting that I turned my 
attention to the foreign opposition. 

‘The difference in customer 
service was incredible. Volvo, for 
example, offered to redesign the 
boot to help the loading of my 
wheelchair. Datsun and Lancia, 
too, leaned over backwards in an 
attempt to meet my _ special 
requirements. In the end, I 
firmed-up on the Citroen because 
it needed no modifications to take 
my wheelchair. The local Citroen 
dealer, David Hiam, really 
impressed me. He opened the 
showroom up just for me one 
night, spent two hours showing 
me and my wife Audrey the car 
and offered me one to test-drive 
for the whole weekend.’ 

With two trips to the Continent, 


three jaunts to Scotland and 12 
months of business and social 
motoring behind him, Tony had 
chalked up 14,879 breakdown- 
free miles when DRIVE gave the 
Citroen its final check. As a 
measure of its dependability, the 
car has gone back to the dealer 
for non-standard servicing only 
four times since new. The first 
occasion, Tony admits, was his 
own fault: he had been told by the 
dealer of a hydraulic leak at the 
rear of the engine, but decided to 
take delivery before it was put 
right. It was repaired shortly 
afterwards. The other three visits 
were for trifles no more serious 
than a noisy speedometer cable 
and a couple of faulty facia 
warning lamps. 

Minor troubles unearthed at the 
first DRIVE inspection, a year ago, 
were a badly chipped balance 
weight on the offside front wheel, 
exhaust blow from the manifold, 
a loose weather strip on the near- 
side front window and slight 
engine retardation—all ear- 
marked for the free first service. 

However, an interim check after 


7902 miles, last November, 
revealed that the wheel-balance 
weight was missing completely, 
and that the window seal on the 
offside front window this time was 
slack. In addition, oil was found 
to be seeping from the cam cover 
and fuel-pump gaskets. 

In the final DRIVE inspection, 
carried out 1000 miles after the 
Citroen’s last service, oil fouling 
was again evident around the cam 
cover, and the window seal still 
required attention. Other faults 
logged were: slight oil contamina- 
tion on the left underside of the 
engine; minor rust on the leading 


edges of both rear wheel spats; 


heavy surface corrosion of the 
exhaust system; two fouled spark- 
ing plugs; and very rich engine 
running that required some car- 
burettor adjustment. 

Tony Potter was delighted: ‘You 
can’t grumble about a list like that 
after a year’s trouble-free motor- 
ing—and the Citroen 2CV that my 
daughter, Maxine, bought at 
Christmas is proving just as 
reliable. All the more reason why 
I’m sticking with Citroen.’ 


The CXs in your lives 


From the readers’ letters we 
received giving experiences of 
Citroen CX ownership, DRIVE 
chose two that were sent by 
demanding, high-mileage owners 


George Gath, Barwick in Elmet, 

Nr Leeds, W Yorks 

Company director 

CX2000 and CX2400 

New: 1977 and 1979 

Miles: average 17,000 annually 

I bought first the 2000cc version— 
slightly underpowered on short 
runs and town work. I now have 
the 2400cc model, and this is cer- 
tainly livelier. 

Like me, my passengers have 
always been impressed with its 
smooth ride, comfort and space. 
The 2000 was best on long trips, 
and there was no feeling of fatigue 
—even after hours of motoring. 

Despite my high annual mileage 
—I use my cars for business as well 
as pleasure—there have been no 
mechanical problems with either. 
On two occasions the 2400 has 
failed to start, both times when it 
had been parked with its noseinto 
the wind, and had been standing 
several hours in driving rain. 
There have never been any delays 
due to the non-availability of 
parts. 

Defects can be summed-up as: 
faulty door locks on delivery; a 
noisy speedometer cable (subse- 
quently replaced); a faulty traffi- 
cator flasher unit (a new com- 
ponent last November). 

Periodic replacements were: 
brake pads (15,000 miles); rear 
silencer unit (24,000 miles); and 
two drive belts. 

Service and minor repair costs 
(April 1977—-November 1978) were 


costly. Total, up to and including 
the 30,000-mile service, was 
£367.27. Most expensive of these 
was the 24,000-mile service at 
£90.90, including the fitting of a 
new rear silencer (parts and 
labour), and the cost of replace- 
ment wiper blade, oil filter and 
six litres of oil. 


Derek Green, Hartley Wintney, 
Hants 
Antiques dealer 
Citroen CX2400 estate 
New: 1977 
Bought: March 1978 
Miles at purchase: 19,000 
Miles now: 34,000 
Niggles: single front wiper, fiddly 
screenwash jets, inefficient 
demister:; lack of cold-air facility 
—it’s open windows or boil; front 
ashtray and rear screen wiper 
switch difficult to reach; head- 
lamps poor. Had to replace the 
front and rear brake pads three 
times, the clutch and tyres once, 
and various exhaust system parts. 
My unhappiest experience was 
in March this year: the car was 
off the road for a month because 
engine-stay replacements were 
not available—at least, that is 
what the Citroen dealer told me. 
He subsequently discovered that 
they had been in stock all the 
time. To make matters worse, this 
was the only time that the dealer 
failed to supply a stop-gap car. 
I’m not happy with the rust that’s 
already appearing around the 
door handles, boot and wheel- 
arches, and a new rear bumper 
showed signs of corrosion within 
a month of fitting. But I do enjoy 
the marvellously comfortable ride 
—great for long journeys. 


WHATS NEW 


Paint your 
wagons 


AT A COST of £3million, Chrysler 
UK has recently become Britain’s 
first motor manufacturer to instal 
a cationic electro-painting plant of 
the type now widely operated in 
America and Japan. 

With the established anionic 
method, a bodyshell being electro- 
painted in a tank becomes the 
anode on to which the paint is 
deposited. In the new system, the 
body becomes the cathode, and 
paint is attracted to it by reversing 
the electrical circuit. 

Why the switch? International 
Paint, which manufactures and 
markets primer for the cationic 
system, claims a tougher finish 
with a better gloss, and cost- 


saving, thanks to a drastic reduc- 


tion of time-in-the-tank and 
halved electricity consumption. 
Experts have suggested that, 
compared to the anionic method, 
salt-spray performance can be 
four times better; and as corrosion 
resistance is superior, cationic 
paint can be half the film thick- 
ness yet still be equal in perform- 
ance. The system also allows paint 
to reach recessed and critical rust 
areas that might not otherwise 
receive sufficient coating. 
Chrysler claims that the protec- 
tion given to partially-closed 
sections and the underside of 
vehicles—the most vulnerable to 
attack—is possibly more than 
three times greater than before. 
International Paint is Britain’s 
largest manufacturer of industrial 
paint and predicts that within 
three to four years most motor 
firms in the UK will ‘go cationic’. 


It’s all too easy to suffer a near- 
miss in hazardous situations, such 
as overtaking and motorway 
merging, by failing to spot another 
vehicle obscured by the rear- 
quarter blind-spot. Mill Accessory 
Group’s Paddy Hopkirk blind-spot 
mirror virtually eliminates this 
hidden area and widens hugely a 
driver’s field of vision. 

Measuring just 2in by lItin, it 
is a simple convex reflecting 
surface mounted on a wedge- 
shaped base. It can be fixed 
instantly, by means of a self- 
adhesive strip, to all exterior 
mirrors, left- or right-hand 
mounted, leaving the greater part 
of the mirror clear for Ccistance 
judging. Available from most 
accessory shops, £1.75 plus VAT. 
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If a patriotic buyer-on-a-budget wants a front-wheel drive 
hatchback, then he has only one choice .. . 


Ford Fiesta 950L 


Price £2789 On the road £2912 


When BMC’s Mini rocked the 
motoring world, a generation ago, 
one of its first customers was the 

Ford Motor Company. Ford 
engineers and _ cost-analysis 
experts inspected the mini-marvel 
bolt by bolt, stripped two samples 
down to their spot-welds .. . and 
then scratched their heads in 
bewilderment. They had dis- 
covered that, though the car’s size 
was minute, its production-costs 
just didn’t scale down in the same 
way. It was the watch and clock 
analogy—the watch being more 
expensive to make. 

So, while BMC churned out 
mini-profit Minis, Ford went for 
the money-spinning Cortina. Its 
executives can look back on that 
decision with smug satisfaction. 

Fifteen years later, other manu- 
facturers did the same sums and 
came up with a different answer. 
By going for enormous sales, Fiat, 
Renault and Volkswagen decided 
that there was money to be made 
in the mini-car market—especially 
if the car was a super-mini. 

The Dagenham giant thought 
again. One-in-five car buyers was 
looking for a mini with a hatch- 
back, and Ford could satisfy them 
all by using its European opera- 
tion as one giant Fiesta factory. 

DRIVE tested one of the cheapest 
Fiestas to see if this money- 
spinner can please its buyer as 
much as it does Ford’s banker. 


How it goes 
The smallest-engined Fiesta is 
available in low- and high-com- 
pression forms. Though the 957cc 
engine was derived from the 
Escort’s, there’s little for Ford 
fans to recognise in its all-new 
dimensions, inclined valves and 
shorter block. 

Certainly, DRIVE’s test car 
appeared to enjoy working hard, 
making it at least feel brisk, and 
the stopwatch proved that this 
smallest-engined Fiesta is not 
under-powered. With 45bhp 
pushed to the front wheels, 60mph 
came up from standstill in a class- 
average 18.4sec. Drivers in a 
hurry will need to row the car 
along on the gear lever, though, 
for top-gear acceleration times 
are pedestrian. Ambling from 
30-SOmph takes 14.7sec—a tardy 
time that’s not due to over- 
gearing; flat out, the Fiesta will 
claw its way to an 83mph maxi- 
mum—though, on the credit side, 
it does seem happy to stay there. 
Ford has long had a reputation 
for slick gearboxes in normal 
north-south power units, but it is 
much harder to make an east- 
west gearbox that’s smooth and 
easy. With a reputation at stake, 
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Ford tried harder, and some rear- 
wheel-drive cars are now put to 
shame by the Fiesta box’s pre- 
cision and lightness. It’s silent, 
too, and free from the front-drive 
vice of vagueness. The clutch is 
similarly light to operate, but it 
does come in with a bang until 
you learn to tread carefully, and 
it won’t manage a 1-in-3 hill. 

Fiesta suspension uses familiar 
MacPherson struts at the front, 
but Ford has taken a leaf out of 
Volkswagen’s book by incorpora- 
ting negative-scrub geometry to 
stabilise the car while braking; 
the back employs a novel Ford 
design with coil springs and a 
tubular axle. It all adds up to 
faultless cornering manners anda 
tail that absolutely refuses to be 
wagged by clumsy mid-corner 
throttle work. When _ pushed 
extremely hard the nose just drifts 
gently wide of its intended course, 
and an extra tug on the wheel or 
release of throttle pressure is all 
it takes to resume a normal 
course. Even bumps encountered 
in mid-corner cannot upset this 
fail-safe package’s handling. 

The steering wheel may not 
quiver with excitement in an 
enthusiastic driver’s hands, but 
this Fiesta does convey more feel 
of the road than do its archrivals 
from Volkswagen. It could be 
called a ‘you-help-me-and-I’ll- 
help-you’ design, reassuring the 


HOW GOOD 


At-a-glance 


DRIVE’s verdict on the Ford Fiesta 


950L, taking into consideration 
its rivals, its price and what kind 
of car it’s meant to be 


Out of five 


PERFORMANCE 
S908 


FUEL ECONOMY 
S860 


HANDLING/STEERING 
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COMFORT/REFINEMENT 
a6 


INTERIOR SPACE 
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PASSENGER AIDS 
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DRIVER AIDS 
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ACCIDENT/INJURY SAFEGUARDS 
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@ 


RUNNING RELIABILITY 
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layman without exactly inciting 
him to wild cornering tactics. 

The L-package Fiesta means a 
bare minimum of instrumentation 
—a speedometer (with no trip), 
fuel and temperature gauges. 
Between them sits a row of warn- 
ing lamps for oil pressure, indi- 
cators, main beam and ignition. 
A handbrake warning lamp is 
fitted, but on the L version it isn’t 
wired up. Ford tells us that newer 
Fiestas will have a brake-fluid- 
level warning lamp as standard— 
thanks to EEC regulations. 

Three stalks and a choke clutter 
the steering column. The lefthand 
branch works lights, indicators 
and horn, while the pair on the 
right switch the lights and control 
the wipers. After pressing, pull- 
ing and twisting your way through 
this unhelpful collection, you 
eventually discover that the wind- 
screen washer control is sited... 
beside your left foot. A centre 
console incorporates hard-to-find 
and stiff-to-operate rocker 
switches for hazard flashers, 
heater fan, rear screen wash-wipe 
(now standard on Fiesta Ls) and 
the heated rear screen; smokers 
get an ashtray but no lighter. It’s 
a less spartan package than many 
on the market, and represents 
reasonable value when niceties 
such as halogen headlamps, door 
mirror and reversing lamps are 
thrown in as standard. 


How comfortable 

‘Not very’ is thé quick answer— 
especially when only one person 
is on board. The ride can be 
fidgety at times—the price, we’d 
guess, that Ford decided should 
be paid for such good handling 
manners—but we can think of 
some budget-price cars that allow 
you to have your cake and eat it. 
In general, we reckon the ride is 
no better than the Escort’s. 

Among our test team, only the 
shorter variety complained about 
the Fiesta’s driving position; they 
finished up too close to the steer- 
ing wheel. The rest of us liked the 
relationship between seating and 
controls. Our L-trim seats were 
covered in a rather dated-looking 
houndstooth-check cloth and, 
though the front seats offer nine 
fore-and-aft positions and a five- 
position backrest, they were failed 
by some testers for a lack of 
support in the right places: the 
cushions are too soft and there 
isn’t enough lumbar thrust. It’s a 
pity, because the Fiesta certainly 
has more legroom and kneeroom 
than its rivals—much roomier, for 
example, than a Renault 5. Rear 
seat space is adequate for two 
adults, and three could squeeze in, 
but the tape measure proves that 
passengers have been given 
priority over parcels. 

Even allowing for the under- 
floor compartment beside the 
spare wheel, luggage space behind 
the rear seat is cramped. The full- 


CAR TESTS 


FORD FIESTA 950L 


Front engine: high-compression 957cc/ 
Acyl, OHV (chain); one multi-jet sonic idle 
carb; 45bhp at 60OOrpm 

Front drive: 4 gears; 14.4mph/1000rpm 
Suspension: front—ind MacPherson 
struts, coil springs; rear—dead axle with 
trailing arms, Panhard rod 

Steering: rack and pinion, 34 turns/ 

314ft circle: 4U wheels, 135SR 12 radials 
Brakes: discs front/drums rear 


Parts/repairs (inc VAT) 

clutch £29.22 (fitting 2.7hr) 

exhaust £16.87 (0.5hr) 

headlamp unit £20.12 (0.3hr) 

front bumper £15.56 (0.3hr) 
laminated windscreen £28.07 (1.1hr) 


oil filter and points £4.00 (0.6hr) 
major service 6000 miles (2.2hr) 


per year permile 
Running costs £474 3.9p 
Loss of value ho 0.43p 
Total depreciation £443 3.69p 


Insurance group 1 


THE RIVALS CLOCK IN 


Fiat 127 1050CL 
Peugeot 104GL 

VW Polo N 900 
Renault 5TL 

Mini Clubman estate 


PERFORMANCE 


p 30 40 50 60 
Acceleration through gears from rest (sec) 


70 


5.2 8.1 12.5 18.4 27.4 


Maximum speeds 


nses 


BRAKES —pedal pressures and respo 
“Fae i 


Best stop 97% 


—— 


1OuZO™ Ore 4G 
% efficiency (ideal car's braking performa 


50 60 70 80 90100 


nce falls 
ow, too light) 


FUEL 4-star/97 octane min 
overall consumption 41mpg 
effective tank range 270 miles/63gal 


Normal range of consumption : 

short journey, suburban 33mpg 
hard driving, heavy traffic 345mpg 
motorway—7Omph cruising 363mpg 
mixed roads—brisk, 50mph cruising 41mpg 
quiet rural—4Omph cruising 49#mpg 
Consumption at steady speeds 

30mph 60mpg 
56mph 465mpg 
7Omph 363mpg 
max mph 28mpg 
SAFETYS CHECKS 0=factory fitted option 


steering: energy hazard warning: fitted?Yes 
absorbing? Yes interior: well padded? No 
front seats: secure w/screen: laminated? O 


max engine speed within cental: zone-abeys, too heauy,be mounts? Yes doors: crashproof? Yes 
used 6600rpm; Fade test pedal pressure needed for 75% stop head restraint? No childproof? Yes 
max in top 5450rpm, (ideal car would show no variation) front belts: effective? Yes petrol: spillproof? Yes 
standing 7 mile 37\b at start; 30Ib in constant use; 40lb in severe use convenient? Yes _ brakes: failsafe? Yes 
21.2sec Watersplash 6 stops to recover rear belts: fitted? No load sensitive? No 
FUEL MAXIMUM 30—50MPH OVERALL MAXIMUM TYPICAL STEERING 
ON-ROAD CAPACITY OVERALL SPEED O-—60MPH IN TOP BEST STOP LENGTH LEGROOM LEGROOM ~~ TURNS/ 
RICE (£) (CC) (MPG) (MPH) (SEC) (SEC) (% g/\b) (FT/IN) FRONT (IN) REAR (IN) CIRCLE (FT) 
___ 2870 1049 393 84 16.4 13.8 92/80 117113" 37 383 31/32 
2774 954 36 83 19.9 14.7 88/60 1179" 391 354 31/314 
___ 2790 895 394 81 19.0 13.6 96/70 11 6" 403 37 33/303 
2742 956 42 82 A957 13.0 92/85 THES 39 342 33/323 
3012 1098 403 82 18.2 he 92/70 10’ 44” 394 344 23/30 
4th—4th gear k/d—kickdown 
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Tohn Macan 


EVERYMAN 


depth tailgate is useful when 
heavy items are being loaded, and 
folding the rear seat over extends 
the load-length to a respectable 
50in. There is plenty of space 
inside for oddments and maps, 
but no lockable box for valuables. 

Fiesta heating is disappointing 
at lower heat settings, cooking 
the driver’s toes while leaving the 
front seat passenger, not to 
mention those in the back, out in 
the cold. A well-misted interior 
takes too long to clear, even when 
the two-speed blower is working 
flat out, but the heated rear screen 
is welcome. 

Your verdict on the 950L’s run- 
ning refinement will depend on 
the sort of a driver you are. In 
town, the late-but-sudden clutch 
makes it difficult to be asmoothy, 
though the small engine will pull 
happily in top gear from below 
20mph. At just under 60mph, 
there’s an intrusive booming from 
the engine, but drive it hard and 
the noise barrier’s broken before 
it’s been noticed. With wind and 
road noise so well subdued, the 
950L is then a very impressive 
small car, with creaks and rattles 
confined to a noise from the 
passenger-door trim—a fault we 
found on the last Fiesta we tested. 


How strong 

Our expert with the all-seeing 
endoscope probe was critical: ‘No 
apparent attempt has been made 
to rustproof this car thoroughly, 
and rust has already found ahome 
in the sill box-sections and where 
front longitudinal members join 
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the floorpan.’ We also found the 
‘red rotter’ round the rear suspen- 
sion springs’ turrets, under the 
floorpan and along the fuel-tank’s 
seam weld: the 6000-mile-old car 
was already rusty. Ford confines 
rust protection to the wheelarches 


(where prospective purchasers 
just might look), but even there 
the wheelarch lips were bare. 

Our test car had been repainted 
after accident damage, but we 
noted several paint nibs and 
imperfections in the original 
metallic-red covering. The tail- 
gate aperture was poorly finished, 
and preparation marks were 
visible through the top: coat in 
several places. 

As for mechanical reliability, 
Ford seems to have got its front- 
wheel-drive system right first time. 
Long-term owners are more likely 
to be let down first by the sheet 
metal that surrounds theengine... 


How safe 

Water is the only thing that 
worries the braking system—our 
car took six stops to recover from 
a wheel-soaking splash. We 
managed a best stop of 97% ata 
lightish 50]b pressure. 

Handling is as safe as can be, 
but should the crunch come we'd 
worry about the lack of padding 
on roof edges—particularly under 
the visors. We also disliked the 
threatening knee-level position of 
the choke control and fuse box ... 
a little more thought from Ford 
would make us happier. A stan- 
dard laminated screen would help, 
too—customer demand is needed 


to speed the introduction of this 
safety feature. 


How much 

Fiesta owners certainly enjoy the 
cheapest super-mini on _ the 
market—and we don’t just mean 
its price-tag. Insurance-company 
engineers helped to design a body 
that was easy and cheap to repair, 
and the reward is an unbeatable 
Group | insurance rating. 

Servicing’s helped by braking 
and clutch systems that are self- 
adjusting, and the clutch can be 
removed without dropping the 
engine. After that, Ford identified 
100 of the most common repair 
operations, and cut 75 of them to 
less than one hour each. A special 
depth gauge was devised for the 
front brake pads so that dealers 
could check for wear without 
removing a wheel, and there’s no 
need to strip the wheel hub or 
bleed the brakes when changing a 
front disc. 

With an overall consumption of 
4impg, the Fiesta 950L won’t 
make a hole in anyone’s pocket, 
and an ultra-careful driver on a 
Sunday potter might just make 
50mpg. Driven hard, it. still 
returns a remarkable 344mpg, and 
flat-out on the test track saw a 
creditable 283mpg. The tank 
offers 270 miles between fill-ups 
and around 2000 miles for a pint 
of oil. 


Verdict 

Ford’s late entry into the hatch- 
back market has given it unbeat- 
able hindsight: Britons now buy 
more Fiestas than the sum of all 
its rivals. The 950L is certainly a 
game little car, with no real per- 
formance and packaging rivals on 
the home market as yet, but we can 
recommend it to the man who likes 
performance with economy as a 
short-term investment only. For 
while Ford talks about rust protec- 
tion, foreign hatchback makers are 
actually getting on with the job. 

Of course, long-term owners could 
always drive straight from the 
dealer to the nearest commercial 
rust-proofing business ard pay 
another £80—£100—but for that 
extra sum the rust-conscious buyer 
could afford to start looking at 
overseas rivals. 


All measurements in inches 


kerbweight 14cwt 
overall length 11ft 85in 
overall width 5ft 1231n 
overall height 4ft 32in 


Before the Fiesta was launched in 
the UK, Ford asked 11,000 people 
what they expected of a small car. 
DRIVE asked three more . . . its 
Everyman panellists. 

‘I liked it,’ declared Ford fan 
Fred Pocock. ‘The pedals were 
perfect for me, the steering was 
positive—apart from the slippery 
wheel-rim covering—and the road- 
holding was excellent. It was quite 
nippy, and even in fourth gear I 
could plod through villages without 
having to change down. I was very 
surprised to be told it was under 
1000cc—I thought it’d be an 1100, 
at least. The facia may be plain, 
but the flip-type switches are prac- 
tical and you don’t have to stretch 
to reach them. There’s bags of 
room for luggage, and pockets and 
shelves everywhere, but why don’t 
they recess the door pockets and 
make them even bigger?’ 

‘I thought the Fiesta was well- 
finished, inside and out,’ said Claire 
Parker. ‘I liked the hatchback 
conversion, even though the shelf 
was supported by a pair of boot- 
laces, and the standard heated rear- 
screen and its wash/wipe are a 
bonus. I found it comfortable, and 
I’d happily motor a long way init, 
despite irritating rattles and a 
funny buzzing at 70mph on the 
motorway. The driving position and 
controls are convenient, and the 
gearbox was typically slick Ford. 
Ride and roadholding were good, 
and at first I thought the car was 
nippy, but on reflection it just gave 
the impression of being fast.’ 

‘The hatchback makes it an ideal 
first-time-buyer’s car,’ said Andrew 
Perry. ‘Because of the luggage 
screen, it’s like having a proper 
boot as well. Though I liked the 
paintwork, the rest of the car was a 
bit tinny, like an empty biscuit tin. 
While the ride was bouncy, the 
roadholding was good. I thought 
the steering wheel’s nasty, slippery 
plastic very uninviting—and the 
windscreen washer button on the 
floor was archaic. Nice, though, to 
see radial-ply tyres and reversing 
lamps in this price bracket. It’s 
nippy and it pleased me.’ 

DRIVE car-tester Peter Denayer 
comments: ‘If Fred recessed the 
door pockets, they’d get in the way 
of the window winders. Andrew’s 
‘tinny’? comment was provoked by 
details—TI’ m sure it’s much sturdier 
than he thinks.’ 
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As reliable as 


Take away the built-in computer. The digital Dees Ari you don’t have heey your finger on the 


read out. The automatic tuner. fast forward or rewind buttons. (Some manufacturers 
And you're left with one of those reliable Hitachi _—_ cut corners, Hitachi know you have to drive round 
car stereos. them.) 
The kind that last longer than most cars. The Hitachi Digital 1. The only thing it’s not 


_ Naturally the Digital 1 has the N Cnoiselimiting designed to do is break down. 
circuit for interference-free reception. 
And it has the superior cassette system you 
find in all Hitachi car as players. ae i 
It has separate on/off and eject controls, to take : . FACT 
care of your precious tapes. Hitachi, in a word reliability. 


The Hitachi Digital 1 is available from garages and specialist In-Car Entertainment dealers. For further details write to Digital 1, Hitachi House, Station Road, Hayes, Middx. UB3 4DR. 
Lagonda photograph supplied by Aston Martin. 


IF THE OUTSIDE MAKE 
THE INSIDE WILL LE 


Y ou could call it a sports car. It hasa wind-tunnel tested shape — 
It’s one of the quickest off the mark and which makes rain gutters unnecessary — for 
one of the fastest in its class. noise free, high-speed cruising. 


It has rack and pinion steering, offset And it has a three way, electrically 
suspension and front and rear stabilisers. operated sun roof (closed, glass - screened, 
So it has the handling and feel of asports car. open) so you can enjoy all the weather going. 

You could call it a touring car. You could call it a town car. 


It has comfortable, long distance It has an all round bumper for those 
seats and fully adjustable headrests that were close encounters. 
designed to fit people first, cars second. It has side window demisting and a 


5 YOUR MOUTH WATER 
VE YOU SPEECHLESS, 


inique, full instrumentation panel 
which includes a specially designed 
-adio, combined speedo/rev counter 


and a maintenance display that tells 


all at a glance. Even which door isn’t shut properly. 
It sips two star petrol, come what may. -|- 
And it’s built with the same superb finish ae 


‘ough reliability that’s made the Civic and Accord BYCINEFERING ATITS REATITIEIIT RECT 
such highly praised cars throughout the world. ENGINEERING AT ITS BEAUTIFUL BEST 


The new Honda Prelude 2+2. Whichever way you look at it, it’s a mouthwatering car. 
FOR FURTHER DETAILS CONTACT YOUR LOCAL HONDA DEALER: RECOMMENDED RETAIL PRICE INC. CAR TAX; VAT; AND SEAT BELTS FROM £4750. 


_ verse-four 


[ YOU HAVE started to think 
about big bikes, you are past 
economic reasoning: large motor- 
cycles, like large cars, cost large 
amounts of money—to buy and to 
maintain. Despite this, there is a 
rapidly growing section of the 
road-using public beginning to 
appreciate the practical advan- 
tages of large-capacity bikes. 

Of all the large-sized motor- 
cycles, none are more practical 
than the 750s—cruiserweights of 
the bike world, providing much 
of the punch of their even-bigger 


brothers but without their burden | 


of excessive bulk and weight. 

We put a couple of mainstream 
models through their paces: 
Yamaha’s XS750, generally 
regarded as a ‘Japanese BMW’, 
and Suzuki’s GS750, a latter-day 
Triumph Bonneville. 


Suzuki GS750EC 
Price £1549 
CREDIT WHERE it’s due: it was 

Honda that, 11 years ago, set the 
motorcycling world running after 
its own tail when it gave us every- 
man’s 750 fantasy—an ohc trans- 
engine, five gears, 
electric starting, disc brakes, and 
an exhaust note that curled strong 
men’s spines—at a reasonable 
price. It set a pattern to which 
almost every other maker has 
since gladly subscribed. 

The most recent is Suzuki— 
refugee from the two-stroke camp 
virtually abandoned by rivals 
Yamaha and Kawasaki. Its GS750 
is currently heading the sports- 
roadster popularity polls—and 
with good reason. 

A few years ago, Japan suddenly 
awoke to the fact that it was in 
danger of losing a large chunk of 
its world market to an Italian 
industry that was offering bike 
frames stiffer and more stable 
than Japan’s. Disregarding other 
considerations, Suzuki built an 


_ immensely strong frame for its 
_ new fours, and then equipped it 
_ with some of the finest suspension 
ever to grace a motorcycle. The 
- result is a GS750 that will sweep 


through long, fast curves with the 


equanimity of an inter-city 


express, or dive around as sure- 
footedly as a lurcher after a hare. 

Power delivery is deceptive, 
purring along smoothly at 2000 
rpm in top gear (29 mph)—but 
cutting dead at any attempt to 
snap open the throttles. It is a 
characteristic that remains up to 
3750rpm, although useful 
acceleration is simply induced by 
a more-progressive movement of 
the twistgrip. Once past this 
mark, the engine begins to get 
into its stride, but, by this time, 
high-frequency vibration begins 
to resonate through the dual seat 
particularly—infuriating, because 
it continues into the 4800rpm that 
produces a motorway 70mph. 

At 6000rpm, the Suzuki changes 
from contented cat to savage 


tiger, and arm-wrenching 
acceleration sets in all the way to 
a heady 9000rpm limit. This is 
where the machine really belongs 
—vibration has reduced to a com- 
fortable level, the once-soft, 
luxury suspension has taken on 
the roll of a sure-footed racer, 
and the brakes, which at modest 
speeds lack vital ‘feel’ and seem 
spongy, become sensitive, positive 
and powerful. While the Suzuki's 
lack of low-speed power reduces 
its top-gear 30-5Omph spurts to 
below that of the beefier Yamaha, 
at the top end of the speed range 
it will outpace the XS750 with 
contemptuous ease. 

At its performance limits around 
a closed circuit, incorporating 
simulated winding-road_condi- 
tions (accelerating to 9000rpm 
through all gears and continually 
braking hard), an average 67mph 
returns aremarkably good 36mpg. 
However, 58mpg was the very best 
possible figure recorded. 

The frame, suspension, and 
engine performance of the sport- 
ing GS750 are without question 
equal to the finest around, but the 
rest of the machine suggests it has 
been finished in arush. The riding 
position, with its uncomfortably 
high-mounted handlebars and 
forward-placed footrests, is hardly 
sporting—the dual seat is excep- 
tionally comfortable, though. 
Instrumentation is among the best 
there is, offering total accuracy 
throughout the entire perform- 
ance range and illuminated by 
modern, dim-orange lighting. 

Final drive is by rear chain; 
unlike most chain drives, this one 
does not appear to wear, and our 
test machine required no adjust- 
ment from beginning to end. This 
is the result of a typical piece of 
Japanese problem-solving: rather 
than tackling the cause of chain 
wear, Suzuki has eradicated the 
effect with a chain using grease- 
sealed rollers—a clever technical 
side-step that solves all . . . well, 
almost all. Replacement chains 
cost almost £42 each, but they 
appear to offer a life approxi- 
mately three times that of an 
orthodox counterpart. 


MOTORCYCLE TESTS 


safety or efficiency of the Suzuki 
GS750, as production-racing events 
around the world are proving. The 
ironical thing is that, while equal- 
ling or bettering Italian frame and 
suspension standards, Suzuki has 
fallen into the trap of ignoring the 
vital secondary qualities that would 
crown its triumph. 


Yamaha XS750 

Price £1790 

TWO ANNOYING features of long- 
distance motorcycling are fre- 
quent refuelling stops and rear- 
chain maintenance. Smirking 
BMW owners may scoff that their 
machines are designed to avoid 
such irritations, but not everyone 
likes flat-twins. Yamaha appre- 
ciates this, so, two years ago, it 
built its own cruiser-weight fast- 
tourer, complete with shaft drive. 
The third series of the line now 
comes complete with a 5.5gal 
petrol tank, as well. 

Oh, the joy of knocking up 126 
miles before morning coffee, then 
turning round and zipping another 
151 miles into London for alunch 
appointment, all without refuel- 
ling, using a motorway, or suffer- 
ing any parking problems! 

Shortly after the XS750 was 
launched, the model’s reputation 
suffered from unreliability. A 
pity, because improved seals, 
bearings, oil pump, combustion 
chambers, pistons, primary trans- 
mission, clutch, valve timing and 
engine-component material, as 
well as the adoption of electronic 
ignition, have turned the machine 
into an extraordinarily good 
motorcycle. 

Not even the best bikes are 
perfect, however, and, unlike the 
Suzuki, the XS750 complies with 
the traditional Japanese perform- 
ance-trait of vague high-speed 
stability. But it is by no means 
dangerous, simply unsettling, and 
arises only during ultra-fast 
cornering, breaking through 
motorway-lorry “bow waves’, or 
riding over bad roads. Changing 
from the original Japanese tyres 
to a European brand offering 
directional stability should rectify 
the problem. 


The only other noteworthy 

For the sporting rider, few motor- | faults are an excessive backlash 
cycles can provide the high-speed | in the transmission, and _its 
HOW THEY 
MEASURE UP SUZUKI GS750EC YAMAHA XS750 
Engine Air-cooled dohc Air-cooled dohc 

4-stroke four 4-stroke three 
output 68bhp at 8500rpm 68bhp at 8000rpm 
Transmission 5-speed, exposed, grease- 5-speed 

sealed chain shaft drive 
Kerbweight 552\b 575\lb 
seat height 31in 313in 
max width 342in (handlebars) 31in (handlebars) 
max length 873in 6in 
Fuel tank 3gal/151 miles 5gal/280 miles 

plus 7pt reserve plus 5pt reserve 
Mpg—overall 45 55 
quiet use 58 69 
suburban use 40.5 46 
brisk use 49 55 
hard use 36 39,5 
Performance—max (upright) 110mph 105mph 
O—50mph 4.7sec 5.8sec 
30-—50mph (top gear) 6.1sec 4.9sec 
Warranty 6 months/10,000 miles 6 months 10,000 miles 


parts and labour 


parts and labour 


inadequate shock absorber; com- 
bined, they cause a jerky throttle 
response at low speeds. The 
excess of clinker in the frame’s 
welds is only a showroom fault, 
but poor, nevertheless. 

At a kerbweight of 575lb, the 
bike is heavier than it should be, 
although classic styling, a com- 
pact riding position and taut 
handling largely counteract this. 
Rider comfort is achieved by the 
ideal compromise—placing the 
rider in a sporty-enough position 
for him literally to lean on the 
wind at high speed, but not so 
sporty that his arms will ache 
from having to hold himself up 
through town. 

One of the strong points of the 
engine is the manner in which it 
lashes out oodles of meaty torque 
at low engine speeds. Strong top- 
gear acceleration is on tap from 
as low as 30mph (2000rpm). Up 


to 3000rpm, some _ vibration 
growls out as well, but this 
quickly disappears, leaving a 


near-turbine-smooth power 
delivery through the rest of the 
speed range. 

Gear changing is excellent, 
spoiled only by a mild, BMW- 
like ‘clonk’ on the move from 
bottom to second gear—probably 
due to the wide gap between the 
two ratios. This, in turn, is a 
result of Yamaha’s wise decision 
to locate the four upper-gear 
ratios close together to improve 
open-road performance. Bottom 
gear is nothing more than a rush- 
hour crawler. 

A big bike requires big brakes, 
and the XS750’s are exceptionally 
good—not because they are 
necessarily more powerful than 
others, but because Yamaha has 
opted for a system that demands 
a deliberately hard squeeze to 
stop quickly; so much safer than 
the vogue for the featherlight 
application of monstrous braking 
power. 

The same philosophy is apparent 
in the other controls: the most 
important—dipswitch and _ sei/f- 
cancelling indicators—are acti- 
vated in the most-natural yet 
distinctive manner by simple 
movements of the left thumb on 
hefty toggles, and all other 
switches are equally well designed. 
Night riding behind the powerful, 
well-angled beam of the 60/55w 
quartz-halogen headlamp is a 
pleasure. 


Unlike many Japanese machines, 
the XS750 does not impress in the 
showroom half as much as it does 
after a couple of weeks on the road. 
It has its bad points, such as the 
apalling frame welds, uncleaned of 
‘clinker’, but, in the main, it’s a 
motorcycle that grows on one. 
More than blandly efficient ; more, 
even, than wholly practical . . . the 
XS750 offers its rider a charming 
and admirable character, as well. 
DAVE MINTON 
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CAR TESTS emer or | 


If you have to ask the price, as they say, you can’t afford it. 
But is the mini-Mercedes worth all those unmentionables? 


Mercedes-Benz 280E | 


Price £11,599 On the road £11,694 


To Daimler-Benz, car-making is 
a sober business. Regarding itself 
as the father of petrol-powered 
motoring, the German giant’s 
concern for its fast-moving off- 
spring verges on the paternal. Car 
quality and safety are an obliga- 
tion, not an option—an unspec- 
tacular approach that has never- 
theless earned an ardent, global 
following among taxi drivers, 
fleet-car buyers and heads of 
state, all united in their apprecia- 
tion of engineering excellence. 
DRIVE decided to test D-B’s good 
intentions to the limit with the 
Mercedes-Benz 280E, which 
sports the biggest engine that can 
be shoe-horned into M-B’s ‘small’ 
saloon body—plus fuel injection. 
Despite the auto-only transmis- 
sion, it promised to be a truly 
schnell motor... 


How it goes 

While most six-cylinder engines 
deliver a smooth flow of power at 
low speeds for lazy, top-gear 
driving, this Merc’s made of 
sterner stuff. The 22litre twin-cam 
unit develops its maximum torque 
at an unusually high 4500rpm, 
and surges on to its 6500rpm 
ignition cut-off point with the 
howl of a jet engine—and accel- 
eration times to match. 

Apart from depressing the 
accelerator fully once, cold starts 
are automatically controlled by a 
fuel injection system that makes 
the warm-up period trouble-free. 
The gear selector slips easily into 
D, and the mini-Merc pulls away 
smoothly—though with an appar- 
ent lack of enthusiasm. 

To extract its best performance, 
the auto-joystick has to be used 
as a manual shift, for D makes use 
of only the three upper gears in 
the four-speed box to provide 
smooth, nonchalant progress: 
stamping the accelerator into the 
carpet gives an early change-up 
from 2 to 3 at 4Imph, and a3-4 
shift at 8lmph. It fee/s casual, but 
the stopwatch proves that it’s 
sufficient to beat rivals such as 
the Jaguar XJ6 3.4. DRIVE tried 
manually delaying each change 
until maximum revs, which 
knocked 1.2sec off D’s 0-60mph 
to give the sparkling acceleration 
times seen in the table opposite. 

It’s all done by the unusual S and 
L settings on the auto trans- 
mission—abbreviations, we’d 
guess, for Swifter and Let’s Go!— 
which can transform the Mer- 
cedes’ D-for-docile mood. S uses 
only the three lowest gears, and 
delays change-ups, too, to give 
ferocious acceleration around 
town and on motorway slip-roads, 
while L punches the power 
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through gears | and 2 only. Full- 
throttle in S, for example, gives a 
potent downshift to 2 at any 
speed up to 42mph—in contrast to 
D’s attempt to pull in 3 from 
30mph upwards. 

It sounds like unnecessary work 
for the driver’s left arm, but this 
odd box does offer the choice of 
lively performance on_ half- 
throttle for those afraid to pound 
the accelerator pedal, or, for 
more sporting types, acceleration 
that can see-off all but one of the 
rivals in our tables. 

Exciting test-track performance 
would be of academic interest 
only, were it not for Mercedes’ 
skill in taming the 280E for every- 
day use. During hard cornering 
it remains docile until the point of 
no return, when the grippy front 
tyres ultimately steer wide, to- 
wards the outside of the bend. The 
Mercedes’ rear end will attempt 
to overtake its front when a panic- 
stricken driver lifts off the 
accelerator in response to a front- 
end cornering slide, but even then 
the 280E allows time to be reined- 
in—unlike the rival Jaguar. In all 
other situations the mini-Merc’s 
roadholding is tenacious and well 
up to rushing round tortuous 
B roads in dignified haste. 

Only the steering fails to match 
the same excellence. It’s a re- 
circulating-ball mechanism that, 


ae a 
HOW GOOD 
At-a-glance 


DRIVE’s verdict on the Mercedes- 
Benz 280E, taking into 
consideration its rivals, its price 
and what kind of car it’s meant 
to be 


Out of five 


PERFORMANCE 
608 


FUEL ECONOMY 
G68 


HANDLING/STEERING 
998 


COMFORT/REFINEMENT 
G@ 


INTERIOR SPACE 
866 


PASSENGER AIDS 
@33 


DRIVER AIDS 
66 


ACCIDENT/INJURY SAFEGUARDS 
696 


RUST RESISTANCE 
0000 


RUNNING RELIABILITY 
BE68® 


combined with an _ unusually 
large-diameter wheel, produces 
an inch or so of free play that’s 
unhelpfully disguised by the 
power assistance. The results are 
that minor course corrections are 
difficult to apply accurately, the 
bulky car seems tricky to aim 
through corners, and the front 
tyres’ behaviour is not easily 
monitored through changes in the 
steering’s resistance. 

A neat, conservatively styled but 
meagre instrument display in- 
cludes oil-pressure and coolant- 
temperature gauges, and a large 
clock sits where some testers 
would have preferred a tacho- 
meter. It’s the speedometer’s 
inaccuracy that infuriated most— 
no one will appreciate a dial that 
reads 35mph at a true 30mph and 
77mph at 7Omph. Telltale facia 
lamps are difficult to see in day- 
light, and the rheostat-controlled 
panel illumination will spend 
most of its time full-on. The hand- 
brake’s placing in the facia, to the 
right of the steering column, is 
less than ideal, but the single stalk 
for all wash/wipe and headlamp 
indicator functions is sensibly 
placed for righthand operation, 
leaving the left hand free for gear 
changes. (We _ believe _ that 
Mercedes, unlike most British 
and European manufacturers, are 
correct in this design detail.) A 
single rotary switch operates 
parking, side, main and integral 
front and rear foglamps with the 
minimum of fuss, and the familiar 
and inconspicuous way in which 
all these controls work is another 
subtle indication of the quality of 
Mercedes’ engineering. 

The central door-locking system 
controls all sill buttons with a 
facia switch and the driver’s door 
key, and it also secures the fuel 
filler’s flap and boot lid. Should 
the system fail, they continue to 
lock manually, and a second key 
is provided to open everything 
except the glovebox and boot. 


How comfortable 
You know yourre riding in a 
Mercedes when you realise that it 
never rattles or jars over the pot- 
holes that play havoc with lesser 
cars. It’s part of this Luxusmodell’s 
aura of well-being and security 
that typifies the marque—though 
the 280E does let you know that 
its suspension is working hard by 
constant, cushioned movement 
and a surprising degree of audible 
thumping from the fat radials. On 
some undulating surfaces there’s 
a hint of underdamping as the car 
shrugs and rocks a little in 
delayed reaction to a bump— 
movements made more discon- 
certing by the steering’s vague- 
ness. While there’s never any big- 
car pitching and bouncing, we 
don’t think the 280E’s ride is as 
smooth or as_ unruffled as 
Peugeot’s 604 and Jaguar’s XJ. 
When a tester’s wife observed 


MERCEDES-BENZ 280E 


Front engine: 2746cc/6cyl, 2 OHC (chain); 
Bosch mech p/injection; 185bhp at 5800;pm 
Rear drive: auto (4 ratios) ; 20.3mph/1000rpm 
Suspension: front—ind wishbones, coil 
springs, anti-roll bar; rear—ind semi- 

trailing arms, coil springs, anti-roll bar 
Steering: powered recirc ball, 34 turns/ 

36ft circle; 6J wheels, 195/70HR 14 

radials 

Brakes: servoed discs all round 


Parts/repairs (inc VAT) 

exhaust £164.83 (2.4hr) 

headlamp unit £67.67 (O.4hr) 

front bumper (5 parts) £121.95 (2hr) 
laminated windscreen £106.89 (3hr) 


oil filter (no points) £2.69 (O.4hr) 
major service 10,000 miles (4.25hr) 


per year per mile 
Running costs £1002 8.35p 
Loss of value £360 3.0p 
Total depreciation £2680 22.33p 


Insurance group _—7/special terms 


THE RIVALS CLOCK IN 


Rover 3500 (auto) 
Audi 100 CD 5E (auto) 


Peugeot 604 TI (man) 
Ford Granada 2800 GL (auto) 


Jaguar XJ6 3.4 (man) 


FSP RGRO vei Site ee: SNE RO 
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~ PERFORMANCE 


3.4 5.1 69 9.4 12.6 


ze 7 


Best x 97% 


FUEL 4/5-star/98 octane min 
overall consumption 21mpg 
effective tank range 300 miles/144gal 


Normal range of consumption 


| short journey, suburban 16¢mpg 
30 40° 50 60 70 70 hard driving, heavy traffic 19mpg 
Acceleration using manual override from rest (sec). mixed roads—brisk, 50mph cruising 214mpc 
motorway—/7Omph cruising 213mpg 
quiet rural—4Omph cruising 245mpg 
Consumption at steady speeds 
30mph 303mpg 
56mph 245mpg 
Speed range, using kickdown (sec) 7Omph 213mpg 
30 Roompins i710 = Ss eons 
4 mF ie SAFETY CHECKS 
rad? moe 20 steering: energy hazard warning: fitted? Yes 
10 20 30 40 50 60 70 80 90 100 absorbing? Yes _ interior: well padded? No 
% efficiency (ideal car's braking performance falls front seats: secure w/screen: laminated? Yes 
max engine speed within central zone—above, too heavy, below, too light) mounts? Yes doors: crashproof? Yes 
used 6500rpm; Fade test pedal pressure needed for 75% stop head restraint? Yes childproof? Yes 
max in top 6250rpm; (ideal car would show no variation) front belts: effective? Yes petrol: spillproof? Yes 
standing + mile 35lb at start; 30Ib in constant use; 38lb in severe use convenient? Yes brakes: failsafe? Yes 
17.2sec Watersplash immediate recovery rear belts: fitted? No load sensitive? No 
FUEL MAXIMUM 30-—50MPH OVERALL MAXIMUM TYPICAL STEERING 
ON-ROAD CAPACITY OVERALL SPEED O-60MPH BEST BESTSTOP LENGTH LEGROOM LEGROOM ~ TURNS/ 
PRICE (£) _ (CC) (MPG) (MPH) (SEC) (SEC) (% g/Ib) (FT/IN) FRONT (IN) REAR (IN) CIRCLE (FT) 
8342 3528 222 117 9.2 45 100/70 157.5” 41 403 23/333 
8700 2144 223 110 dy 44 97/80 15/ 41” 421 42 33/343 
8490 2664 241 110 10.8 4.2 92/45 15’ 54" 393 414+ 34/35 
6994 2792 21 103 11.4 5.5 100/35 Roig AS 41 41 34/35 
11,863 3442 184 117 11.1 43 100/65 VOS2" 43 441 31/394 
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John Maso a 


EVERYMAN 


that the monochrome upholstery 
reminded her of London Trans- 
port’s seat trim, it was a some- 
what backhanded compliment on 
the cloth’s promising durability. 
The firm cushioning is typically 
Teutonic—as is the generous size 
of the driver’s seat, which some 


testers criticised for lack of 
lumbar support and an over- 
prominent thigh cushion that 


tended to put right legs to sleep. 
There was nothing but praise, 
however, for the car’s massive 
maximum 45in legroom and the 
range of adjustments for reach, 
rake and height. 

Rear seat accommodation is as 
generous as you'd expect from a 
car of this size, though our rivals 
table proves that you don’t have 
to pay this much to stretch out in 
comfort. There’s an independent 
rear seat light—curiously oper- 
ated from the front only—and 
oddments can be placed securely 
on the large, non-skid rear win- 
dow shelf. 

The heater’s design is distin- 
guished by a control panel that 
offers the front-seat passenger his 
own footwell temperature control 
—he’ll need to consult the passen- 
ger behind, however, as the 280E 
also offers heating ducts to warm 
back-seaters’ toes, too. Face-level 
fresh-air ventilation is indepen- 
dently controlled at the front 
only, and DRIVE’s rear passengers 
complained of stuffiness until our 
car’s optional electric sunroof 
glided open for ample, turbulence- 
free ventilation at the cost of some 
wind noise. 

It’s the luggage boot that dis- 
appoints: it’s awkward to unload 
because of its high sill, and the 
massive spare wheel has to be 
manhandled from a well below 
the floor. 


How strong 

Mercedes has built an enviable 
reputation for constructional 
quality and reliability over the 
years, and the marque’s aura of 
exclusivity in the UK tends to 
overshadow the comforting fact 
that Mercs slog the world over 
as taxis and hire cars. And few 
other makes boast a 999,999-mile 
odometer. 

The robust structure is protected 
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by impeccable priming and paint- . 
ing, but the final anti-rust coat- 
ings, while using the best wax 
spray treatment inside box sec- 
tions that we have seen for a long 
time, are not as impressive on 
exterior surfaces as VW-Audi’s 
efforts. 

Mechanically, the 280E is a 
straightforward design, and the 
company’s policy of evolving one 
model from another undoubtedly 
consolidates its reliability. 


How safe 

Strong beams in the doors, and 
thorough padding of the roof 
above the laminated windscreen 
and behind the sunvisors, led us 
to expect that Mercedes has left 
nothing to chance. But, after 
attending to safety details froma 
central-cage body structure down 
to a breakdown warning triangle 
stowed in the boot, how can M-B 
leave the backs of the front seats 
so hard and unpadded and not 
offer rear seatbelts—even as an 
option? The front Britax belts on 
our test car were extremely con- 
venient, with the centre clasps 
mounted on the seats to ensure 
optimum location and tension; 
but they are an extra on the 
Merc’s price-tag. 

The brakes have that delicacy 
of response that the steering 
lacks. It’s perfectly possible to 
get a maximum-efficiency stop 
without skidding, even though 
the pedal pressures are—in 
theory, at least—rather too light. 
Fade is virtually non-existent, 
and the all-disc system seems 
immune to floodwater, too. 


How much 

A list of 280E rivals quickly 
reveals that this Mercedes is 
expensive by any standard: BMW 
offers its 5281 auto for £1600 less, 
and the Peugeot 604TI auto is 
currently £3000 cheaper. Fuel 
economy may be irrelevant in this 
league, but, even allowing for 
auto-transmission losses, the 
Peugeot and Rover’s 3500 show a 
useful advantage, with the 280E 
excelling mainly on long, lawfully 
fast runs, where we found 22mpg 
perfectly feasible. It’s traffic work 
that squanders the 4-star: the 
first half of our six-mile suburban 


driving test produced 14mpg from 
a cold start, improving to an 
average l63mpg over the com- 
plete test. By comparison, hard 
driving in heavy traffic over a long 
distance sees a gain of 3mpg. 
While the fuel tank holds 17+gal 
it’s very unlikely that you'll have 
the nerve to run it that low—or 
the patience to get the last couple 
of gallons in—hence our 144gal 
tank-range shown in the table 
(the low-level telltale comes on 
when 2tgal remain). At around 
2000 miles per pint, oil consump- 
tion is ideal, and the prominent 
dipstick tube is now also used for 
oil changes by Mercedes-Benz 
dealers. Fully electronic ignition, 
a diagnostic socket and no-main- 
tenance front suspension com- 
ponents are M-B’s latest, con- 
sidered concessions to progress. 
Some insurance companies 
demand special terms before 
accepting the 280E as even a 
Group 7 risk, and short-term 
depreciation is equally breath- 
taking at over 22p per mile. Over 
21 years/30,000 miles of average 
use, we reckon mini-Merc motor- 
ing would cost around £3700 per 
annum—£1000 more than the 
rival 3500 Rover, Ford Granada 
or Audi 100. 


Verdict 

Most quality products need time 
to be fully savoured, and we 
experienced three stages in our 
appreciation of this Mercedes. 

In anticipation, there was a sense 
of reverence towards the respected 
badge—and the 280E’s price-tag 
reinforces the myth of irreproach- 
ability. The euphoria then burst as 
we found its steering, ride and 
seating were not beyond criticism 
—and some potential buyers might 
consider its decor no justification 
for the size of cheque required. 

But, after 1000 miles of use and 
abuse, we left the 280E with the 
smug satisfaction that we were 
right all along. The 280E is a fast 
car—particularly when you under- 
stand its autobox’s ways, yet it can 
also be cheap to fuel by the 
standards of its class and, most 
satisfying of all, it is built to last. 

Like buying a pair of handmade 
veldtschoen, the only bit that really 
hurts is signing the cheque. 


kerbweight 282cwt 

overall length 15ft 6in 
overall width 5ft 104in 
overall height 4ft 84in 


The mini-Merc started its Every- 
man test day with the handicaps of 
a larger-than-life image and price- 
tag. Two amateur drivers con- 
cluded that neither was justified... 

‘It was like a big, wobbly Volks- 
wagen Beetle,’ said Andrew Perry. 
‘It may have lots of sporty bits that 
are nice, but it behaves like a very 
big saloon—a peculiar blend. Yes, 
the gearbox and the steering were 
good, and the brakes were as 
fantastic as I expected. I liked the 
electric windows and sunshine roof, 
and the thorough safety precautions 
—the warning triangle in the boot 
and medical kit on the back shelf 
were nice touches. It’s just that 
wherever I sat in the car—eyven 
behind the wheel—I felt road-sick. 
I certainly wouldn’t buy this 
Mercedes. For the same money I’d 
buy a saloon and a sports car.’ 

For Fred Pocock, it was love at 
first sight: ‘It’s terrific,’ he insisted. 
‘Maybe I’m biased by the fact that 
I’ve driven one before, but this 
model was every bit as good as I 
expected it to be. The front seats 
are exceptionally comfortable— 
apart from the head restraints. 
They obscured vision when revers- 
ing and I think they’re dangerous. 
I did like the electric windows but 
my worry is that, if I had an 
accident, I might not be able to get 
out through them; they should have 
winding handles as well. The auto- 
matic gearbox was beyond 
criticism, and the power was ter- 
rific; in S it’s beautiful.’ 

Claire Parker agreed with 
Andrew. ‘I had preconceived ideas 
about a super-duper Mercedes, but 
the 280E was nowhere near as 
luxurious as I thought it would be. 
Very German and solid, but not the 
sort of car I’d want. I felt I had to 
drive it sedately, so I was really 
surprised to find out that it could 
go like a bomb—perhaps I was to 
blame for not being familiar with 
automatics. I liked the enormous 
boot, and there certainly was loads 
of room inside the car. I know it’s 
big, but the size didn’t bother me 
on the road.’ 

Professional car tester Peter 
Denayer replies: ‘It’s intriguing 
that Granada-driving Fred loved 
what Peugeot-owning Andrew dis- 
liked. And Claire’s slim frame and 
wallet are not what Mercedes had 
in mind.’ 


IT HAD TO happen—with the 

DRIVE Index of Motoring Costs 
at the 200 mark for the first time 
ever, the price of car-ownership 
is now double what it was in 
October 1973. 

The good news, however, 
especially for Britain, is that the 
Vauxhall Chevette can stand up 
and take a bow: a new entry in 
our revised list, the Luton penny- 
pincher is the most economical 
car in the Index at 4.84p per mile. 

Hot on the Chevette’s economy 
trail are the Fiat 128/124 at 5.17p, 
Austin Allegro at 5.24p, Datsun 
Sunny at 5.25p, Vauxhall Cavalier 
at 5.28p and the Volkswagen Golf/ 


Polo at 5.33p. 


Despite some good individual 
performances, British cars as a 
whole fall somewhere in the 
middle of our value-for-money 
league—costlier per mile than the 
W German, Italians and Japanese, 
cheaper than the French. This is 
mainly a result of high fuel con- 
sumption: UK-car owners spend 
3.19p per mile on petrol as against 
the 2.99p for foreigners. 

The reason for the rising index 
number is more spending on 
accessories (up 8Ip to £9.23 per 
year), insurance (up £1.10 to 
£53.61) and ‘other costs’-—park- 
ing and so on—(up £2.47 to 
£94.19). And it would seem that, 
to finance this, motorists are 
spending slightly less on servicing, 
repairs and oil. Petrol costs have 
remained static, despite price 
rises, with drivers covering less 
miles in January and February 
than in the preceding two months 
—the combined effects of bad 
weather and fuel shortages. 
Nevertheless, they did manage to 
average the same mileage as they 
did in the same period last year. 
They just paid more to do it! 


sale 


COST OF MOTORING: March 1978—February 1979 
INDEX oct 1973 = 100102196] 203 | 99 | 218 | 110 | 179 | 208 | 200 


MONTH-BY-MONTH Average | Cost Ary Servicing Acces 
& Va 


ANALYSES (all cars) AND monthly | per mile repairs sories 
21.47 17.33 


Insurance 


ENGINE RATING mileage | (pence) 
ANALYSES (post-1969 cars) 


March 1978 


4.22 | 6.59 


| f 24.86[ 063 | 21.56] 1.18 | 433 | 7.05 
SUNBO TBH) Cues | 24.38[ 0.81 | 11.88[ 1.01 | 441 | 7.28 | 

) 

| 19.54[ 0.40 | 12.49] 2.00 | 461 | 7.15 | 

| 2285] 071 | 10.12| 023 | 4.72 

| [283.11| 9.57 [159.85| 9.23 | 53.61 | 94.19 | 

| 14.08] 0.60 | 10.35] 0.22 | 4.09 | 6.28 | 
[901-1100ce ] 9.67[ 0.75 | 4.24 | 7.29 
1101—1300cc ras epee ioe 0.82 4.39 
1301—-1500ce 0 
MODEL-BY-MODEL ANALYSES (post-1969 cars) 

Austin Morris Mini 850 35.70 
Mini 1000 4.01 6.91 | 36.96 


1100/1300 
Allegro 

Maxi 1500/1750 
Marina 1300 


6.90 
: 
7.23 

7.69 


42.08 


50.08 
55.17 


Marina 1800 oy 28.97| 0.43 | 19.49] 0.23 | 485 | 7.40 | 61.38 
1800/2200 Mm 21.61| 1.66 | 25.75| 2.82 | 4.10 | 
Princess 1 29.23| 0.07 | 10.01| 0.00 | 4.59 | 8.68 


Chrysler Imp 5 0.00 | 3.50 
Avenger 7 19.12 | 0.72 4.16 


Hunter 1500/1750 
Datsun Cherry 
Sunny 


j 25.87| 0.74 | 13.80] 1.90 [| 416 | 869 | 55.16 | 
27 .19.30| 067 | 7.78| 0.00 | 4.92 | 647 | 39.65 | 
Be 22.32| 090 | 9.51| 0.00 | 5.25 | 6.23 


Fiat 128/124 | 12.13| 0.00 [| 4.63 | 

Fiat 500/127 : 0.25 | 17.12] 0.00 | 39.17 
Ford Escort 1100/Popular 6.37 0.50 0.60 42.31 
Escort 1300 ‘a: 51.71 


: 
_6.63 9.81 | 5.33 | 8.28 | 53.40 | 


Cortina 1300 
Cortina 1600 
Cortina 2000 


| 7.94 | 64.35 | 
| 8.47 | 65.11 | 


Capri 1600 63 1 28.68 | 0.81 
Granada/Consul 6 
Rover 2000/3500 5.76 | 7.20. joeasou 
Triumph Toledo/Dolomite _|- 6 
: : 5.86 | 6.50 | 65.42 | 
[Simca 1000/1100 @ < 4.40 | 5.87 
| 20.06] 0.87 | 12.74] 0.14 | 3.96 | 8.17 | 45.94 | 
[Cavalier 8.45 | 0.00 
. 25.96'[)9 0:09 1-58.50); 0.25. | 5.05 |. 6,64. iameereue 
23.76 | O79 113.97 |. 1.277) 448" |: 7.48 eee 
| 28.94,[,.0.56 12.55 | 1.11 | 4.74, | 2 7.76 Ta Ss66) 
|: 22.66 | 095 4 
.74 | 0.90 _| 
| 0.93 | 
| 0.00 | 
0.52. | 4.75 | 7:52. Ba Aasy 
Volverte he Bat pita 9.43| 0.76 | 6.72 | 7.22 | 56.69 | 
BAIR Rtpnicia cas ete ate | 0.64 | 490] 7.99 | 53.24) 
Pranab 7 Cneie Ss aa | | 0.00 | 5.24 [| 7.45 | 43.16 | 
’ | 0.00 | 5.58 | 7.26 | 53.20) 
CKO eee Oe eed 
| 13.81] 0.51 | 5.30 | 7.45 | 51.56) 


Average monthly costs (£) excluding depreciation 


i ae, "8 


CAR TESTS x 


When the power and the glory of saloon car racing is 
BMW’s image, then even its smallest coupé must fly .. . 


Price £6949 On the road £7099 


Oompah bands, beer festivals and 
winter sports are the best-known 
spices of Bavarian life, and their 
motoring’s pursued with gusto, 
too. In the heart of the capital, 
Munich, one platz is alledgedly 
the scene of frequent, unofficial 
attempts on the German land 
speed record . . . So it’s almost 
inevitable that Munich should 
house the Bayerische Motoren 
Werke—a firm that injects stolid 
German auto engineering with 
Bavarian bravado to create the 
BMW range of sporting saloons. 

In the sixties, BMW made its 
marque with the 2002, a quality, 
lightweight coupé body propelled 
by a powerful saloon-sized engine. 
Car testers and well-heeled boy- 
racers alike bemoaned its eventual 
replacement with the heavier (if 
safer) 3-Series body—until the 
four overworked cylinders were 
replaced by six and, morerecently, 
a bigger-bored unit with fuel 
injection. The result was the 323i, 
heir-apparent to the legendary 
2002tii’s crown. 

DRIVE decided to test its preten- 
sions, took delivery, and forced 
the test team back into an orderly 
queue... 


How it goes 

Proud 323i owners could have 
trouble convincing their spouses 
that it’s a placid family hack, for 
our car took 10—I5sec to crank 
into life when cold, and its tick- 
over remained erratic even after 
the complex injection settings 
were adjusted. Though it is 
capable of ambling smoothly to 
the kindergarten in top gear, this 
car merely tolerates such gentle 
treatment. 

Rev up to 4000rpm, drop the 
clutch abruptly, and it’s a far 
happier beast. The test car 
screamed down the test track’s 
straights with neck-jerking 
acceleration that made the most 
blasé of testers wince with delight. 

The 2.3litre engine is one of the 
new generation of six-cylinder 
designs that actually prefers to 
work hard for its living—eager to 
rev to its 6400rpm limit with the 
metallic crackling of an Italian 
exoticar. It’s a sound that might 
deter the faint-hearted, but our 
performance table opposite shows 
that the 3231 enjoys a good gallop, 
for a 50—70mph overtaking spurt 
takes no longer than from 30-50 
mph, and it will pound on inthe 
same gear to 120mph. This 
impressive maximum speed is, 
however, achieved beyond the 
engine’s peak power and close to 
the tachometer’s red line. 

The margin by which the BMW 
beats its rivals in our table also 
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reflects the gear shift’s clean 
action and the clutch’s delightful 
smoothness—though down- 
changes into the two lower ratios 
at higher speeds can cause the 
synchromesh to baulk and call for 
rapid heel-and-toeing. 

While anyone with £7000 to 
spend can enjoy the 3231's 
straight-line performance, only 
those with skill and nerve will 
fully exploit its cornering power. 
It is possible to weave the BMW 
through bends with the poise and 
speed of a Bavarian slalom champ 
—but only by preserving its 
balance with steady throttle pres- 
sure. Apply or remove the power 
too clumsily, and asureand steady 
tail slide ensues. To the motorist 
whose cornering ‘skills’ were 
acquired on unflappable front- 
wheel-drive cars, this sounds like 
a frightening rear-wheel-drive 
fault. To the enthusiast weaned 
on traditional sports car handling, 
it’s a design that gives control 
over all four wheels (the front by 
steering, the back by throttle 
variation) for optimum cornering 
power. 

Whether you find the 323i’s tail- 
wagging a virtue or a vice, its 
sensitive steering does have a 
marvellous ability to report the 
degree of road grip. This helps a 
keen driver to work with the car, 
but to hustle a 323i safely on 
public roads, enthusiasm needs 
iis ea ar 
HOW GOOD 
At-a-glance 
DRIVE’s verdict on the BMW 323), 
taking into consideration its 


rivals, its price and what-kind of 
car It's meant to be 


Out of five 


PERFORMANCE 
S886 


FUEL ECONOMY 
BOS60 


HANDLING/STEERING 
Se 


COMFORT/REFINEMENT 
SOSos 


INTERIOR SPACE 
669 


PASSENGER AIDS 
ee 


DRIVER AIDS 
eee 


ACCIDENT/INJURY SAFEGUARDS 
QO6 


RUST RESISTANCE 
G39 


RUNNING RELIABILITY 
SO8G 


tempering with mature judgement. 

One reminder of BMW’s air- 
craft-building days is the 323i’s 
facia, where all instruments are 
grouped in a_ single cowling 
behind non-reflecting glass—a 
once-novel idea that’s now the 
norm, but BMW still impresses. 
As ebelits .4a+.fast cate. 106 
speedometer and tachometer are 
centrally placed, with minor fuel 
and temperature gauges flanking 
and a group of three warning 
lamps above each. Everything is 
crisply labelled in white lettering 
that’s softly backlit at night, and 
the instruments are lit in red—a 
Teutonically efficient detail based 
on the knowledge that eyes 
function best at night in red light. 
Even the heating, ventilation and 
radio controls are grouped on a 
central console that’s thought- 
fully angled back towards the 
driver’s field of vision for easy- 
on-the-road operation. The two 
stalks, for wash-wipe and indi- 
cator/dip, work smoothly—and 
the spoke-mounted horn buttons 
rather too much so. 


How comfortable 

The appeal of the old BMW 2002 
was its versatility—a pleasing 
machine whatever its driver’s 
mood—and this quality has at last 
been recaptured in the 323i. This 
donner und blitzen projectile can 
also glide gently, taking the angst 
out of motoring with the stable, 
unruffled ride of an ‘executive’ 
saloon. Early 3-Series cars tended 
to heave up and down histrionic- 
ally, but the current suspension 
settings have both cured the ride 
and enhanced the cornering. 

If DRIVE had owned the test car, 
the final drive’s whine would have 
worried us—a noise we’ve noticed 
on previous BMWs. The engine 
never gives the remote hum that 
some expect of a quality straight- 
six, and a fair amount of mechani- 
cal activity feeds into the pas- 
senger compartment via _ the 
brake’s servo rod; but it’s all less 
offensive than the resonant booms 
that are the bane of many a four- 
cylinder motor. 

Bavarian beer consumption 
averages more than 46gal per 
person per year—so it’s no sur- 
prise that the BMW’s seats are 
generously large, front and back. 
The driver’s seems hard at first, 
but supports well on long runs, 
and only those over 6ft tall 
complained about legroom, when 
the level pedal heights caused 
accelerator-leg fatigue. While no 
wheel or seat-height adjustment is 
offered, the seat reach and rake 
settings can be adjusted minutely. 

We didn’t expect saloon-car 
accommodation of this sporting, 
two-door coupé, yet the effort of 
easing between door pillar and 
tilted seat is rewarded with a 
surprisingly comfortable rear seat, 
adequate legroom, and contour- 


ing superior to that in the BMW | 


BMW 323i 


Front engine: 23 15cc/6cyl, OHC (belt) ; Bose 
mech p/injection, 143bhp at 6(OOOrpm 
Rear drive: 4 gears, 19.2mph/1000rpm 
Suspension: front—ind MacPherson struts, 
coil springs, anti-roll bar; rear—ind semi- 
trailing arms, coil springs, anti-roll bar 
Steering: rack and pinion, 4 turns/ 

314ft circle; 54J wheels, 185/70HR 13 
radials 

Brakes: servoed discs all round 


Parts/repairs (inc VAT) 

clutch £93.87 (fitting 2.75hr) 

exhaust £141.81 (1.5hr) 

headlamp unit (no bulb) £16.36 (O.5hr) 
front bumper (4 parts) £95.48 (1hr) 
laminated windscreen £63.50 (2hr) 


oil filter (no points) £3.66 (O.5hr) 
major service 10,000 miles (4hr) 


per year per mile 
Running costs £1008 8.4p 
Loss of value £287 2.39p 
Total depreciation £1410 11.76p 


insurance group 8/special terms 


THE RIVALS CLOCK IN 


Audi Avant GL 5S 


Triumph Dolomite Sprint 
Porsche 924 


Ford Capri 3000 Ghia 
Reliant Scimitar GTE 


SPORE 


—ETTC 


John Mason 


*ERFORMANCE BRAKES—pedal pressures and responses FUEL 4-star/98 octane min 


overall consumption 263mpg 


effective tank range 320 miles/12gal 
| ae aetna cd diet oe Normal range of consumption 
70 short journey, suburban 22mpg 
hard driving, heaw traffic 223mpg 
{| 3 40 5 6 70 motorway—/Omph cruising 265mMpg 
| Acceleration through gears from rest (sec) 60 mixed roads—brisk, 5Omph cruising 281mpqg 
| . 50 quiet rural—4Omph cruising 313mpg 
i Consumption at steady speeds 
30mph 40mpg 
| e 56mph 32mpg 
| 7Omph 26impg 
Top-gear acceleration (sec) om 100mph 17mpg 
20 a SAFETY CHECKS 
(33) 1 10 20 30 40 50 60 70 80 90100 steering: energy hazard warning: fitted? Yes 
Maximum speeds % efficiency (ideal car’s braking performance falls absorbing? Yes _ interior: well padded? Yes 
F in gears eames aeRO, 08 Novy BONO 00 iG a ea iors weatneete. aoe 
| used 6400rpm:; Fade test pedal pressure needed for 75% stop head restraint? Yes childproof? Yes 
max in top 6250rpm; (ideal car would show no variation) front belts: effective? Yes petrol: spillproof? Yes 
2 4 standing + mile 33lb at start; 27Ib in constant use; 47Ib in severe use convenient? Yes _ brakes: failsafe? Yes 
17sec Watersplash 36lb at first, 2 stops to recover rear belts: fitted? Yes load sensitive? No 
FUEL MAXIMUM 30—-50MPH OVERALL MAXIMUM TYPICAL STEERING 
ON-ROAD CAPACITY OVERALL SPEED O-60MPH_ IN TOP BESTSTOP LENGTH LEGROOM LEGROOM ~~ TURNS/ 
PRICE (£) (CC) (MPG) (MPH) (SEC) (SEC) (% g/Ib) (FT/IN) FRONT (IN) REAR (IN) CIRCLE (FT) 
6660 2144 262 108 is3 10.7 97/80 15’ 03" 424 393 43/354 
5/93 1998 30 112 93 8.2 (4th) 95/60 13h" 40 Se 33/303 
8679 1984 304 126 SG SES) 95/50 13’ 84” 46 243 4/31 
| 6340 2994 22 1 ES 9.9 3.3 (k/d) 94/55 14/3" 41 36 31/343 
7814 2994 214 118 9.1 8.1 (4th) 100/100 14’ 63” 40+ = 33/38 


4th—4th gear k/d—kickdown 
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520 saloon. Headroom may be 
skimped, but the seat cushion’s 
wide enough for three Britons— 
if one doesn’t mind being given 
the hump. 

Good demisting and ventilation 
systems guarantee a clear view in 
the most difficult weather. Sepa- 
rately controlled facia vents pro- 
vide fresh air on either side, and 
a powerful three-speed fan boosts 
cooling and heating. The 
theoretically inferior water-valve 
temperature control responded 
well to adjustments in practice, 
yet the expensive optional sunroof 
fitted to our test car proved noisy 
at even low touring speeds. ; 

Door-locking sill buttons pop up 
automatically in response to the 
unlocking triggers lurking below 
the door armrests—a system that 
keeps back-seat children safely 
away from mischief—and a 
second ‘doorman’ key is provided 
that does not give access to the 
boot or facia box. Luxury options 
such as central door locking and 
electric window lifts are extremely 
expensive, and one wonders about 
BMW’s pricing policy when it 
emerges that the test car’s fitted 
radio-cassette player could have 
been added after delivery for less 
than half the price BMW asks... 


How strong 
What £7000 doesn’t buy in trim- 
mings, BMW makes up for in 
sheer quality of body construction 
—but the improved rust protec- 
tion of recent years took a back- 
ward step on our test car. We 
were disappointed by scanty pve 
underbody protection, and the 
minimal effort made to get 
thorough wax-spray penetration 
into important box sections; the 
less-vital insides of doors got a 
conscientious coating. Paint, 
fortunately, gets everywhere it 
should, there are no serious mud- 
traps under the wheelarches, and 
sills are well protected. 
Underbonnet, the 323i pays the 
price of its extra power in inferior 
accessibility for DIY mechanics. 
The long block obliges the electric 
cooling fan to sit in front of the 
radiator and blow instead of suck 
—which it does well—and fuel 
injection equipment fills what 
space is left in the crowded 


engine-room, so it’s fortunate that 
there are no_ contact-breaker 
points to grope for. Despite the 
informative handbook and 
impressive tray of tools neatly 
recessed in the boot lid, most 
owners will feel encouraged to 
leave maintenance to the experts. 
And there are substantial towing 
eyes, front and back, should the 


experts fail. 
Cleaning the 3231 has its prob- 
lems, too: awkward recesses 


round the front grille; thick, 
water-harbouring rubbing strips 
and brightwork; carpets that can’t 
be removed easily; and pale 
upholstery on the test car that 
showed the dirt too readily— 
though it shrugged it off well. 


How safe 
While enjoying immensely the 
3231’s lively handling, we admit 
that it makes more demands of 
the driver than most modern cars 
—including sporting ones—and 
the foolhardy could easily lose 
control when faced with the 
unexpected while cornering fast. 
The brakes also take some getting 
to know. They feel over-servoed 
in 30mph stops, but their speed 
sensitivity means that pedal pres- 
sures increase to the ideal when 
arresting the car at high speed. 
Even so, the front discs will lock 
the wheels if too much effort is 
used. Fade is no real problem, 
watersplash recovery is impres- 
sive, and l-in-3 hills are no 
obstacle—handbrake, door stays 
and tickover all working normally. 
Some may regard this car’s sheer 
driveability as the first line of 
accident defence. If the worst 
does happen, this sporting coupé 
carries an impressive list of injury- 
prevention features. Though 
BMW is not as strident as some 
makers in its safety claims, our 
checklist shows that it protects its 
drivers thoroughly—even better 
than does Daimler-Benz in the 
Mercedes 280E. Front seatbelt 
anchorages are on the seats to 
ensure maximum comfort and 
security, and the rear pair’s con- 
venience ensures that they will be 
used, too. Padding on the backs 
of the front seats and in the roof 
is impressive, and the strength 
of the central passenger cell was 


the starting point for the design 
of the 3-Series range of models. 


How much 

At £7099 the 323i costs substan- 
tially more than the rival Triumph 
Sprint or Ford Capri 3000, and 
is £2250 pricier than the puniest 
of the 3-Series range, the 1600cc 
316. It hasn’t been around long 
enough for its depreciation to be 
assessed, but the humbler 320 
does reasonably well (see table) 
and we can see its reputation 
being enhanced by this fuel- 
injected version. 

The trade-off between perform- 
ance and fuel thirst is easier to 
measure. Our test BMW 320 
(2000cc shared over four 
cylinders) recorded 26:mpg over- 
all, itself only Impg thirstier than 
the base-model 316, so our con- 
sumption table shows that a 323i 
buyer gets all the excitement for 
no extra petrol penalty save the 
cost of 4-star instead of 2. 

Routine maintenance falls every 
10,000 miles, with engine-oil and 
filter renewal at the halfway stage. 
Servicing costs, inflated less by 
labour than by the high cost of 
spares, could add up to more than 
£70 for air, oil and fuel filters 
alone at the 30,000-mile mark. 
Buyers hoping for long-term use 
should read the BMW six-year 
anti-rust warranty carefully, as it 
requires additional expenditure. 


Verdict 

The vivacious 323i has managed 
to dim our fond memories of the 
pensioned-off BMW 2002tii. Of 
course, car testers can afford to 
be more fickle than car buyers, but 
yesterday’s model just could not 
live with its successor’s good looks 
and winning ways. 

Yes, this fraulein’s expensive—to 
buy, insure and repair—but think 
of the consolations. You can intro- 
duce her with confidence to mater, 
pater and auntie as an oh-so- 
civilised creature of smooth deport- 
ment and parsimonious tastes. 
Pater, with luck, might even foot 
the dealer’s bill. And, when you’ve 
dropped them all at the station, 
there’s a chance to enjoy the 
animal howl of the motor as it kicks 
you into another power-slide. .. 

No, mater wouldn’t like that. 


erbweight 183cwt 
overall length 14ft 4in 
overall width 5ft 6in 
overall height 4ft 7F1n 


The BMW was the least expensive 
of the dynamic German duo that 
our amateur drivers tested—but 
they all preferred it to the Mercedes. 

‘It’s so positive and nippy,’ said 
34-year-old antiques dealer Andrew 
Perry. ‘It begged to be driven, the 
acceleration was superb and, being 
so small, it seemed even faster than — 
it was. Thankfully the brakes were 
very positive—I was with Fred 
when he tried an emergency stop— 
and the gearbox was great; you 
really could select the right gear 
instead of slamming the lever 
around. Steering was positive and 
light, too, so much so that at first 
I thought it was power-assisted. 
Inside, I liked the curved facia, but 
I felt that the control labels all 
demanded to be read before you 
drove off. The 323i is a super 
performer—on the motorway or in 
town. I was impressed.’ 

‘Andy’s said it all,’ added Fred 
Pocock, a 50-year-old building 
consultant. ‘I found the seating 
comfortable and the driving posi- 
tion very, very good. I had only one 
little problem, which must be my 
fault, for I had to rest my left foot 
underneath the clutch, and every 
time I moved it I hit my knee on 
the steering wheel. The engine was 
noisy, though you can enjoy listen- 
ing to it. I liked the curve of the 
facia, too, but I didn’t like the main 
lighting switch: it ought to be pull 
for sidelights and turn for head- 
lamps—not pull for both. As for 
performance and handling, what 
can I say but... beautiful.’ 

‘I loved the car,’ said Claire 
Parker, a 25-year-old housewife 
and advanced motorist. ‘I felt com- 
fortable instantly; the steering 
wasn’t too heavy, and the pedals 
were just right for me. The 
acceleration was fabulous, and I 
felt its roadholding was secure, so 
I really enjoyed bounding along. 
It’s a versatile car, and I’d buy it — 
regardless of whether it was value 
for money.’ 

AA road-tester Peter Denayer 
carried out the official test of the 
BMW, and his comments on the 
amateurs’ findings are approving: 

‘They obviously warmed to this — 
car as much as I did, though some 
owners, it seems, appreciate the 
engine’s noise rather less than did 
Fred. It’s a problem on righthand 
drive models as the brake servo rod 
channels engine noise inside.’ 
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A smashing reason for 
buying cheap foreign pads. 


These days you have a choice when you buy a 
new set of disc pads. You can either pick a British 
make like Top Dog and be sure of consistent quality 
and performance. 

Or you can save a few bob and go for unbranded 
foreign pads that don’t carry a sign of quality. ; 

A few bob off the purchase price is the only 
saving you will make. Because dynamometor 
tests show that many imported pads wear out up to four 
times faster than reputable quality stamped British 
makes, they can be unstable under high speed braking 

conditions; and they can have very poor fade resistance. © 


All of which means they’re a very poor bargain in 
the long run. 
Assuming they give you along run of course. 
- Many foreign pads are so ineffective even when 

new, that after prolonged heavy use you could find 
yourself making an emergency stop with nothing 
under your right foot. 

So make sure you fit only British made Top Dog 
? pads and shoes to your car. 
They won't save you any money; but they could 

save you an extremely painful trip through 
your windscreen. 
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Trist Draper Ltd, 804-818 Bath Road, Bristol BS4 5LH. Tel: Bristol (0272) 777093. Telex: 44665. Service depots throughout the country. 
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Put an AA 


Members Loan 


at the top 
of your 


shopping list 


Whatever youre thinking of buying that’s going to cost you £200 7, | 
or more, you'll find you’re better off buying it with the help of an 
AA Members Loan. 

* You can shop around with all the edge of paying cash. 

* You buy now, at today’s prices. 

* You spread the cost over monthly instalments. 

* Your instalments are lower than most other finance plans 


(is 


because you enjoy a special reduced rate of interest exclusively SOA «| 
SINE 
arranged for AA Members. (ZAIN 


Save time by using the form opposite to apply for your loan now. 
We promise you a speedy answer. 


How much? How long? The minimum Apply now Below are tables at the 
initial loan is £200 and normally repayment can current rate of interest which will help you decide 
be spread over periods up to five years and even ontheloan which suits you best. Complete the 
longer for more costly home improvements. application form opposite and post it to 

All loans are subject to compliance with Mercantile Credit, FREEPOST, PO Box 75, 
government controls,for example the maximum London WC2B 5XA...no stamp is needed. 
loan on a motor car is two thirds of the costand As soonas your loan is approved you will 
the longest payment period is 24 months. receive a personal cheque in a few days. 


AA MEMBERS’ LOAN MONTHLY REPAYMENT TABLES 


Interest on amount of loan: 1-2 years —11.5% flat foreach12 months 3-5 years—12% flat for each 12 months. 


‘Ameuadt _ 12 Months _ 24 Months 36 Months 48 Months 60 Months 
of. True interest 22.5% p.a. | True interest 22.5% p.a. | True interest 23% p.a. True interest 22% p.a. True interest 21.5% p.a. 
loan Total Mthly.| Total Mthly.| Total Mthly.| Total Mthly.| Total Mthly. 
Repayable | Interest | Pay. | Repayable| Interest} Pay. |Repayable} Interest | Pay. | Repayable| Interest} Pay. | Repayable] Interest | Pay. 
b b b b b 


a 
e949) p p Pp 
246-00 . 296-16 : : 319-80 
369-12 : 444-00 : : 480-00 
492-00 . 591-84 : . 640-20 
615-12 : 740-16 : : 799-80 
738-00 . 888-00 : : 960-00 
861-12 : 1,035-84 : . 1,120-20 
984-00 : 1,184-16 : : 1,279-80 
1,107-12 : 1,332-00 : : 1,440-00 . 5 4 
1,230-00 . 1,479°84 ; : 1,600-20 


For loans in excess of £1,000, total repayable, interest and monthly payment are pro rata. Rates at Ist May 1979. 
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Use this form to get your cheque quicker 


To apply for your AA Members Loan complete this form and post to 
Mercantile Credit, FREEPOST PO Box 75, London WC2B 5XA. 


Surname 


FirstNames 


Married/Single (Tick as applicable) 


Country of Birth 


Date of Birth 
Are you in good health? YES/NO No. of dependent children 


Full postal address 


Postal Code 
How long at address? 


Tel.No. 


| meme = CYAN ANSI 
| 
4 


‘ 


\/We submit this proposal to you for a loan of £_—_____________al ; : ae, q t } : ; : 
to consider this application and from time to time disclose to the National Credit Register details in respect of this transaction excluding any information relating to 


income. If you need to clarify any information, in the application form, or obtain my agreement to the amendment of any documents, please regard this as a formal 
request to visit me at my home. It is understood that you reserve the right to decline this application without stating a reason. Membership of the Automobile Association 
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For office use only 
DEPT. SERIAL NO. CHECK DIGIT 


SI alee ere ge 


occcode | 


Owner/Tenant House/Flat/Rooms/ 


Living with parents (Tick as applicable) 


Profession or trade 


Name of employer 
Business Address 

How long in their employ? 
Bankers 


Bankers address (in full) 


Do you hold a Barclaycard? YES/NO 


AA Membership No. 


Purpose of loan (give details) 


Total cost of goods or service ie 
Amount of cash required = 


Repayment period required months 


Average net monthly take-home pay (i.e. after 
deduction of Income Tax, N.H.I. Contributions, etc.) 


£ monthly 
Any other income S monthly 
Please submit your latest P.60 or other annual 
advice or at least two monthly/weekly pay slips 
Mortgage payments/Rent ue monthly 
Total of current hire purchase and credit payments 

zs monthl 
Any other regular payments £& monthly 


(Give details) 


and I/we warrant the accuracy of the replies. You may make all enquiries necessary to enable you 


or aprevious or current account with Mercantile Credit do not of themselves ensure acceptance. 


611 
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Back Problems? 


Try the new, adjustable, inflatable 


Olle cst 


Support for the back 
sneer: 


from unnecessary strain and thereby helps eliminate backache 

and pain in the lumbar region. 

This is a quality product, developed specifically for vehicle 

drivers, office workers and people who sit for long periods. 

Will bring comfort to many. Why suffer unnecessarily on long 

journeys? 

@ Made in strong suede-effect coated 
PVC. 

@ Adjustable elastic straps hold the 
back supportin position. 

@ Inflates to your own requirements. 

@ For maximum comfort inflate only 
partially. 

@ Fits most conventional car front seats. 

Money refund guarantee 

Order direct from the manufacturers enclosing cheque/P.O. 


(made payable to Pressure Sealed Plastics Ltd) enclosing your 
name and address to:- 
Pressure Sealed Plastics Ltd., P.O. Box 5, 


2 Wheatbridge Road, Chesterfield, S40 2AE 


REMEMBER WHEN 
PROMENADE DES ANGLAIS 
HAD EVERYTHING EXCEPT 
A NEW LUXURY HOTEL? 


Now this world-famous boulevard has the lively 
new Hyatt Regency Nice. A sybarite’s hotel, with its 
face turned to the sea, its roof-top pool warmed 

by the southern sun, and its private terraces 


caressed by Mediterranean 
breezes. With 355 rooms, BUT 


gourmet restaurant, sauna 


and massage, and most 
convenient indoor parking. 
Definitely Nice’s nicest 
and newest! 


HYATT REGENCY NICE 


223 Promenade des Anglais 06000 Nice, France 
Telephone: (93) 83.44.06 Telex: 461635 


PREMIERE SEASON 


In the United Kingdom: (01) 243-3131 
gets you Hyatt world-wide and toll-free. 
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MONEY 


Holiday 
exploits 


WHY NOT let inflation pay for your 
holidays? It can be done, with a 
little skill and luck. 

We've all seen how inflation has 
pushed up the value of the homes 
we live in. Over five years, house 
prices in Britain have risen an 
average of 80%—some _ have 
doubled, others have risen by less, 
depending on where you live. 
Most of us thank our lucky stars 
that we bought a house rather than 
fork out ever-rising rents. 

But when it comes to going on 
holiday, most people still ‘rent’ a 
place to stay, whether it’s a hotel 
room, an apartment in Spain, a 
seaside cottage or a modest cara- 
van. Yet these things are also 
rising in value, to the benefit of 
their owners rather than visitors. 
So why not become an owner? 

It needs careful planning: you 
must have cash to start, or be able 
to raise some perhaps by a further 
advance on the mortgage on your 
house. You may also have to 
spend some of your own precious 
leisure-time keeping your holiday 
home in good repair. 

Certainly you will have to work 
out all the costs very carefully— 
interest charges, local rates or 
taxes, your advertising bills or 
commissions to a letting agent— 
and balance the outgoings against 
what you might reasonably expect 
to collect in rent from your 
customers during the season. You 
must also watch out for shady 
agents, and dishonest visitors or 
vandals abusing your property. 

But, most of the time, you 
should be able at least to cover 
your costs, enjoy a few ‘free’ 
holidays yourself—and let infla- 
tion make your profits. 

There are no end of ideas, but 
here are a few I’ve looked at... 

Newly-built properties on the 
south coast of Spain range from 
£10,000 for a studio flat to 
£100,000 for a luxury villa. On top 
of that you must pay a premium 
for the special investment 
currency that you need to buy 
property abroad. It has been as 
high as 100%, doubling the cost 
of a purchase, but at one time this 
year it came down to around 25%. 

Property developers lend buyers 
anything from 20 to 75% of the 
purchase price, usually over five 
to eight years, but at a pretty steep 
rate of interest—anything from 
15 to 25%. So the less you have to 


borrow, the more chance you 
have of making a profit. 

Property tax and rates vary with 
the size of the place, as do service 
charges (which can go from £15 
a month on a tiny apartment to 
£50 a month on a lovely villa). 
Reputable London agents reckon 
that Spanish properties may earn 
rents for at least seven months in 
12 on a basis that brings in, 
roughly, an 8% return each year. 
Some villas fetch rents up to 
£1200 in August and £500 in out- 
of-season months. 

Or how about a seaside flat or a 
cottage in Britain, where you 
don’t have to pay a currency 
penalty? They can cost from 
£15,000 to £60,000, and some 
families can raise the money by 
re-mortgaging their present 
homes. 

On the South Coast, they can 
usually be let out for five or six 
months of the year from £40 to 
£100 and more a week. Some 
people advertise them in national 
newspapers, or let word-of-mouth 
recommendations build up a 
regular clientele. Others leave it 
to a coastal letting agent to woo 
holidaymakers, collect the rent 
and look after the place. Some- 
times a teacher, an air hostess or 
an American executive can be 
found to rent it through the winter 
months—a good way of keeping 
the place warm, dry and secure. 

Many such properties rose in 
value by 40% last year, and look 
like putting on 10-15% in 1979. 
But don’t forget that a ‘second 
home’ may be liable to capital 
gains tax. 

Caravans are an idea for those 
with more modest ambitions. A 
new one can cost anything from 
£2000 for a 21-footer to £4000 for 
a 31ft job with all mod cons. You 
can get a decent secondhand one 
for about £1000, but it’s less likely 
to keep or increase its value in 
inflation, as a brand-new one well 
might over four or five years. 

You can often buy on a 20-25% 
down-payment, and pay the 
balance over four or five years at 
finance-company interest rates. 

Choosing a good site is vital; 
transporting the caravan to it 
might cost £100; and connection 
charges—electricity, water and 
other services—anything from 
£100 to £1000. Site rents range 
from about £150 to £200 a year, 
and rates are often around £25a 
year. Shop around for insurance. 

Many good caravans are rent- 
able for 12-15 weeks of the 
summer at between £60 and £100 
a week, making something like 
£1000 rent a year. Site owners 
often arrange lettings at a com- 
mission of between 10 and 17%, 
for which they welcome visitors, 
arrange cleaners and watch out 
for vandals. A good site owner 
makes all the difference, so it’s 
worth talking to people who 
already rent-out caravans. 

ROBERT HEAD 


ing’s believing. 


enerously appointed saloon car 
or well under £2,000? 

It takes some believing!... 
except that you can see it, explore 
it, test-drive it, and believe it 
completely —all in an hour, at 
any Skoda dealer. 

Go round and convince 
yourself now. 


SEE HOW SUMPTUOUS Through ven about 


the Skoda Super Estelle. Through ventilation, 
directional heating, wall-to-wall carpeting, plenty 
of room for three in the back... headrests and 
reclining seats in all but one model.. .wide- 
opening doors (boon to the elderly)...independent 
suspension that takes the rough and gives you 
the smooth. 


SEE HOW SAFE Dual circuit servo-assisted 
brakes. Disc brakes on the front wheels. 165 SR 13 
radial-ply tyres. Mudflaps. Laminated windscreen. 


Door mirror. Locking petrol cap. Childproof locks. 


Inacollision the passenger compartment is 
like a strong-room surrounded by ‘crumple zones’ 
that soak up the shock; and the sideways opening 
bonnet can’t fly open and unsight you. 


SEE HOW DRIVABLE The AA ‘Drive’ report, 
quoted below, is independent witness to the 
Super Estelle’s drivability. Good all-round visibility, 
logically positioned instruments in plain view, 


“The driving position and control layout is 
husinesslikeandattractive:youdon’t = =—— é 
have to contort yourself at the wheel, 
as insome small cars...” 


AA DRIVE MAGAZINE 
JAN/FEB 1979. 


A four-door, five-seat, roomy, eee ee 


SEE THESENSE The Super Estelle is not just a 

showroom bargain, it’s a bargain on the road. 

ee Your insurance Is available at preferential rates 
oe through the special Skoda insurance scheme. 

Your warranty is for 24 months, ask your 

dealer for details. And behind the dealer’s service 

to you is ours to the dealer, from our parts and 

technical services centre at King’s Lynn. 


GRAB YOUR CHANCE! On a later page in this 
See is the comfortingly large list of all our 
dealers. 270 of them. People who work for them- 
selves, not for large organisations; who will 
therefore work very hard to keep you and your car 
happy. Call the nearest today, and fix yourselfa 
test-drive. Do it now, while you've got this magazine 
in your hands. 


finger-tip driver controls, body contoured seating 
make it a pleasure to drive. Test-drive it soon. As 
it parks in two feet over its own length, it’s also a 
pleasure to park. Test-park it soorr. 


SEE THE TRACK RECORD Today’s Super Estelle 
is the latest car in a great line that is 85 years old. 
Today’s Estelle is 
kin to the cars that 
have won their class 
eight times in the 
last eight RAC 
Rallies. The RAC is 
the toughest rally: 
the sternest practical test 
of components in your car. 


- ®@SKODA SUPER ESTELLE 


Skoda (Great Britain) Ltd, 150 Goswell Road, London ECIV 7DS. Telephone: 01-253 7441. Shown here is the Skoda Super Estelle 120LS. Top of the Skoda range of saloons, it costs £2,299.05. 
; *Model prices are: 105S £1,849.77; 105L £1,949.22; 120L £2,049.84; 120LS £2,299.05. They include seat belts, car tax and VAT. Prices exclude delivery, number plates and road fund tax. 


USED-CAR PRICE GUIDE 


Flogging 
old hacks 


TO A DEALER it’s ‘in need of a 
haircut’, and to the buyer search- 
ing for a secondhand car it’s one 
to avoid like the plague. In any- 
one’s language, high-mileage cars 
are a gamble but, surprisingly, the 
odds against picking a winner are 
not as high as might be feared. 

If a car has clocked-up most of 
its miles at a steady 70mph on 
Britain’s motorways, and has been 
regularly serviced, it is probably 
just as sound as the low-mileage 
‘bargain’ that may well have 
lurched around town for most of 
its life. 

Town driving can be the kiss of 
death for a car: the engine has 
little chance to reach its correct 
operating temperature, and the 
life of its components is ‘conse- 
quently shortened. On the open 
road, however, the engine can 
maintain a constant speed and 
temperature while brakes, suspen- 
sion, gearbox and clutch are 
allowed to enjoy a lazy outdoor 
life. Bodywork, of course, should 
be no different in either case. 

How long should an engine last? 
That’s rather like asking the 
length of a piece of string. As one 
of our engineers puts it: “People 
used to reckon that an engine 
should last 100,000 miles, but that 
strikes me as being over-generous 
where some makes are concerned. 
I think 70,000 to 80,000 miles 
would be a fairer figure for a small 
engine, whereas a lazy V8 could 
probably go much farther.’ 

Pensioned-off company fleet 
cars are often worth investigating. 
Their condition will depend 
largely on the company’s servic- 
ing policy: has it been left to the 
individual to make his own main- 
tenance arrangements, or do 
stricter rules apply? Ask to see 
the service book to find out, for 
example, whether that 50,000- 
mile-car is still on its first clutch. 

If you’re still in doubt, get the 
second opinion of an engineer. 
Ten minutes of his time with a 
compression tester should clear 
most doubts about an engine’s 
useful life. You then have a sound 
basis on which to start haggling, 
using our price-list of 100 of 
today’s most-popular secondhand 
models in the UK as a guide. 
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MAKE AND MODEL 


Alfa Romeo Alfasud 1 .3ti 


Road 
Test 
Report No 


Audi 80L 


engine cc 

tolcog MEAN top 

={@8 mph 
acceleration 


100LS- 


314/RI 139 


100 


Austin Morris Mini 850 


340 


Bat : overall mpg 
insurance 
group 


Mini Clubman saloon 


410 
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Allegro 1300 Mki 2-door 


329 


Allegro 1300 Mk2 4-door 


Bes 


Allegro 1500 estate 


Rl 127M 
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Maxi 1750 Mk2 


263 


Princess 1800HL 


397 


Princess 2200HL 


RI 129N 
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MODEL YEAR 
Average secondhand price guide 


2255 | 1785 1115 


2430 | 2030 | 1660] 1290 
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Marina Mk1 1800 4dr 


295 


MG Midget Mk3 


- 205 


MGB Mk3 


243 


BMW 1602 Lux 


363 


93 


520i 


327 


1573 
411 


Chrysler Sunbeam 1 6S 


06/78 


Avenger 1.3 2-door 


337 


Avenger 1.6GLS auto 


339 


3050 | 2605 


Alpine S 


381 


Hunter GL 4-door 


234 


Citroen 2CV6 


RI 118 


3180 | 2795 


Dyane 6 


366 


GS Club 


384 


CX2000 


416 


Colt Lancer 1400GL 4-door = 


371 


Daf 66SL 


317 


Datsun Cherry 100A 4-door 


284 


120Y coupé 


336 


Violet 140J 


RI 132M 


Bluebird 180B 


316 


Fiat 126 


334/RI 138 


127 3-door Special 


RI 137M 


128 4-door 


320 


131 1600S 
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132 1800GLS 


360 


Ford Fiesta 1000HC~ 


417 


Escort 1100 Popular 
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Escort 1300XL 4-door 
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Cortina Mk3 1600XL 4-door 
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Cortina 2000E estate 
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Cortina Mk4 1600 — 
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Capri Mk2 1600GT 
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Capri 3000 Ghia auto 
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Granada 3000GXL auto 
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Honda Civic 1200 3-door 


362 


Accord auto 


420 


Jag/Ro/Tri Jaguar XJ6 4.2 


227 
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Jaguar XJ12 (L) auto 


305 


Rover 2200SC 


324 


Rover 3500 auto 


330 


Range Rover 
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Triumph Toledo 4-door (Dolomite 
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Triumph Dolomite 1850 


288 


Triumph 2000 Mk2 
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Triumph 2500TC 
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Triumph Spitfire 1500 
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Triumph Stag 
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Triumph TR7 
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Lada 1200 
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Lancia Beta 2000 
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Mazda 1000 2-door 
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1300 hatchback 
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~ Ascona 1.9SR 


302 


Rekord 4-door 
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Peugeot 104 4-door 
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304 
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504GL 
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504 estate 
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Reliant Robin 
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Rolls-Royce Silver Shadow 


312 


Saab 99GLE auto 


393 


Q9L 2litre 


31T 


Simca 1100GLS 5-door 
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Skoda S110LS 4-door 
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120LS Estelle 
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Corona 2000 Mk2 2-door 
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Celica 2OOOST coupé 
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Vauxhall Chevette L 3-door 


396/RI 123 


Viva HC SL 4-door 
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Cavalier 1600L 


382 


Victor 1800 4-door 
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Victor 2300SL estate 
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VW Golf 1100 5-door 
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1200 Beetle 
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ga] 96 | 
P98 


1 
it 
ol 


9 
9 
1 
7 
4 


ri, 
ar 
oO 
COIN 


aay 
N 


Passat LS coupé 


321 


Scirocco TS 


411/RI 144 


Volvo 343DL 


415 


—lh 


Bee: 


—_ 
oO 
ioe) 
ioe} 
<a 


=, 
NIB Ala 


ek, 
w 
ice} 


245DL estate 


368 


SIN 


395 


*revised specification or designation 


aS 


= ie 
N ~N 
Ww 


3615* 


4235 


2895* 
2575 | 2155* 
1830* 


2105 


3765 2675 


3230 
4385 | 3840} 3220 


1315* | 1140 | 1010 


1860 
4260 | 3445 | 2850 | 2380 


pa ee | 


1935 


1935 


E) 


on 


880 


1415 | 1165 
22950 | 17620 
oe a 


2995 1910 | 1490 


3615 


1735*| 1470 1025 855 


~ 
foe) 
a Oo} 


1035 645 


& 


1560 


on 
lig 


70 


1140 


N 
a 


1315 


1125 


The Skoda Super Estelle is a car 
built for comfort. There’s plenty of 
room for five. The ride - thanks to 
the independent suspension -—is 
serene. Four doors lend a little 
| dignity to entrances and exits. And 
! all-round visibility makes it a joy 
to be driven in, as well as a joy to 
| drive. Test it, in the showroom and 
on the road, for the built-in pleasure 
that comes with every Super Estelle. 


ENJOY THE GOING Whether you're: 
going to the shops or further afield, the Skoda 
uper Estelle’s body-contoured seating and 

excellent all-round visibility makes for tireless 
motoring. Enjoy the security of dual circuit servo- 
assisted brakes, with discs at the front, and the 
firm, sure tread of 165 SR 13 radial-ply tyres. 


ENJOY THE STOWING Stow the luggage and 

forget it. There’s 9.8 cubic feet under the bonnet 
which opens sideways, so it’s more get-at- 
able. Even then, there is additional room 
for hand luggage behind the rear seats. 
Or, if there’s only two of you but lots 
of cargo, fold down the back seats 
and make another 12 cubic feet. 


—- believing. 


ENJOY THE TOUCH OF CLASS Skoda comes 
from along line of motor engineering tradition 
that stretches back 85 years. The marque has 
class. And it proves it by winning its class in inter- 
national rallies: eight times out of the last eight in 
the toughest of all—the RAC Rally. But the Skoda 
owner 1s the real winner, because he gets acar 
ENJOY THE FIXTURES _ built to perform, built to enjoy, above all built 
AND FITTINGS All the to last. 
following are in the price of ... ANDIT’S SUCH A GREAT DEAL- FROM SUCH 
the car, so enjoy not having to GREAT DEALERS! The deal is one you couldn’t 
pay extraforthem...Frontseat belts, beat anywhere. Start with the price. Then look 
laminated windscreen, two-speed at the warranty: 24 months (ask your dealer for 
& directional heating, mudflaps, hazard full details). Then look at Skoda’s preferential 
all their various permutations to warning light, and childproof door locks. insurance rates: your dealer will go into that, 
accommodate the impedimenta of To say nothing of headrests and reclining seats _in full. On top of which, our dealers are quite 
family life, are ae ski gt hs So ei om ode a! in the three top models in the range. something too. There are 270 of them, which is 
eee ree ore er rear passenger per te! a comfort if you are far from home. They are 


warm air to the rear footwells.” , . : 
AA DRIVE MAGAZINE JAN/FEB 1979 mostly family concerns, so they bring enthusiasm 
and a personal touch to the way they look after 


their customers. 
From 


And we in turn look after them from our well- 
stocked parts and technical services centre at 


King’s Lynn. 
FIX A TEST-DRIVE TODAY. Find your nearest 
td, 150 Goswell Road, London ECIV 7DS. Telephone: 01-253 7441. Shown here is the Skoda Super Estelle 120LS. Top of the Skoda range of saloons, it costs £2,299.05. 
Scene rates $1,849.77, 1051 £1 949. 22; 120L £2,049.84; 120LS £2,299.05. They include seat belts, car tax and VAT. Prices exclude Sct number ses and road fund tax. 


“ _. the seats’ comfort with 


zine and call him. He will be ae hted to offer 
you a test-drive, and you will be aeichtede 


dealer from the list ona later page in this maga- 
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GREAT TO BE ALIVE... ? 


touch, balance all day long, never leaving 
them with nothing to do.’ 

As a further stage in the rehabilitation 
of head-injury victims, Birmingham 
Accident Hospital runs a work centre 
(the only one of its kind in the country), 
where about 35 people at a time can be 
kept busy making wooden boxes and 
simple toys. Many of the patients are 
later able to return to some form of work 
outside. For others, it will be the only 
occupation they know for the rest of their 
lives. The most difficult cases are those 
where the patient’s personality has 
changed. 

Henry Kinchin, manager of the centre, 
says: ‘Often they are young married men. 
They go home to find that the wife has 
had to change roles and become the bread- 
winner; they resent this and get loud- 
mouthed and aggressive. Nine times out 
of 10, it ends in divorce, with the man 
going back to mother. And that can make 
things even worse, because she won’t let 
him do anything for himself.’ 

Bill, who has been attending the centre 
since 1968, was fortunate that his wife 
Joan was prepared to stand by him after 
his accident, even living in the same 
ward. Now 52, Bill was a central-heating 
engineer, on the way back from Corby, 
Northamptonshire, when the van in which 
he was a passenger collided with a lorry. 

The force of the impact smashed his tool- 
box into the back of his head, taking three 
inches of bone out of his skull. It was six 
months before he could walk, and a year 
before he could speak: ‘The wife sat me 
in a chair and said words to me and all I 
could do was make noises.’ Now, 12 years 
after his accident, Bill has no sight in one 
eye, his balance is so poor that he cannot 
walk far without sticks, and he is unable 
to hold anything in his left hand. His 
£35,000 compensation—for which he 
waited seven years—seems irrelevant. 

For Tim, another patient at the work 
centre, his accident had a certain irony. 
During his time as a regular soldier, he 
saw service in notorious trouble-spots 
such as Cyprus and Northern Ireland, and 
survived without ascratch; he was knocked 


down by a car while crossing the road in 
Birmingham. He was so badly injured that 
a priest was called to give him the last 
rites, and it was six weeks before he re- 
gained consciousness. When, eventually, 
he was able to go home to his wife and 
two children, he had to be dressed, fed, 
waited on hand and foot: a traumatic 
experience for the family. 

Three years later, Tim can still walk only 
a few yards. His speech is clear but slow 
and disjointed. He realises that making 
boxes at the work centre would barely 
stretch his 10-year-old son—but it gets 
him out of the house. For a once-active 
man, soldier, heavy-goods-vehicle driver 
and coach to a pub football team, the 
immobility is one of the worst things that 
could have happened. 

Road accidents are probably the biggest 
single cause of permanent disability, yet 
surprisingly little is known about the 
nature and extent of the problem. Even 
the Department of Health and Social 
Security, which ultimately has to pick up 
many of the bills, does not distinguish 
road-accident victims from other cate- 
gories of disabled people. 

What evidence does exist suggests that, 
for every person killed on the roads of 
Britain, more than twice as many are 
left permanently maimed. The total is in 
the region of 16,000 cases a year, of which 
perhaps 5000 can be classed as severe— 
suffering incurable brain damage, loss of 
an eye, major amputation, poor hearing or 
serious limitation of movement. 

These unofficial estimates—there are no 
official ones—are derived from one of the 
few pieces of systematic research into the 
long-term consequences of road accidents. 
Dr Bull and two colleagues at Birmingham 
Accident Hospital analysed a_ year’s 
admissions to the hospital, and followed 
up the cases over the next eight years. 

They found that 21% of the people 
admitted as in-patients suffered perma- 
nent disability, of which more than half 
were less than 30 years old at the time of 
injury. The Birmingham study also 
revealed the vulnerability of certain types 
of road-user. Nearly 80% of the perma- 


nently maimed were motorcyclists—the 
biggest single category—pedestrians or 
pedal-cyclists. Vehicle drivers and pas- 
sengers accounted for the remaining fifth 
of the victims. 

More work needs -to be done, and 
urgently. That much is admitted even by 
the government’s own research arm—the 
Transport and Road Research Labora- 
tory. A report published by the TRRL 
in February called for ‘more consistent, 
more realistic and more complete re- 
porting of injury severity in the national 
road-accident statistics’. 

Such information, the report went on, 
would enable better assessments to be 
made about the effectiveness of accident- 
prevention measures, notably aspects of 
vehicle design. There is virtual unanimity 
in the medical profession that seriously 
disabling injuries would be greatly re- 
duced if everyone wore seatbelts: but 
what about the 80% of permanently 
maimed who, according to the Birming- 
ham study, were not in cars? 

What more protection might be given to 
motorcyclists? (The effectiveness—or 
otherwise—of crash helmets is currently 
being investigated by a team of consult- 
ants and scientists at the London Hospital 
Medical College.) Can vehicles be better 
designed to mitigate injuries to the most 
exposed road-user of all—the pedestrian? 
Is the hospital service being organised in 
the most efficient way to deal with the 
80,000 people admitted each year as in- 
patients after road accidents? 

Since the cost of road accidents to the 
community was officially estimated in 
1977 at £1287million, there is a compel- 
ling financial argument alone for trying 
to find answers to these questions even if 
you or yours are physically unaffected. 

At the end of the day, however, it is the 
human side that impresses far more than 
any statistics. To see young people like 
Kathy and Michael cut off in the prime of 
life and left to struggle for faculties that 
the rest of us take for granted is harrow- 
ing. To look after Kathy or Michael is 
heartbreaking. To be Kathy or Michael 
is truly awesome. PETER WAYMARK 


INSURANCE 
Funny 
business 


AFTER NINE YEARS of waiting in 
the wings, David Carter moved 
into his boss’s chair to manage the 
marketing of an up-and-coming 
engineering company. He enjoyed 
all the perks of a high-flying 
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executive, not least the choice of 
a company car up to £6000. He 
decided on a Ford Granada, and 
was soon clocking-up a _ high 
mileage in his frequent sorties. 

David’s wife, meanwhile, kept 
their elderly Mini 1000 for shop- 
ping and trips to the local schools, 
and its use was described on the 
proposal form. as being social, 
domestic and pleasure. 

David’s troubles began on the 
day he loaned his Granada to a 
colleague. He’d just settled down 
at his desk to tackle a backlog of 
paperwork when a phone call 
from a subsidiary firm some 50 
miles away sent him running for 
his wife’s Mini. 

He later admitted to friends that 
he simply hadn’t seen the motor- 
cyclist crossing the road junction; 
it seems doubtful, too, whether 


its rider had seen David’s Mini... 

David was shaken but not hurt 
and, luckily, the motorcyclist 
survived better than his machine, 
so he set about the formalities. He 
notified his insurers, promising to 
send them all correspondence 
relating to the claim and enquiring 
politely if he might eventually 
re-imburse them in order to pro- 
tect his no-claims discount. 

It looked like plain sailing. His 
company had a ‘knock-for-knock’ 
agreement with the motorcyclist’s 
company, and it was agreed that 
each firm would cover the damage 
for its own customer. 

But, in David’s case, his insurer 
decided that there was not going 
to be a settlement. The company 
pointed out that he had been using 
the Mini for business purposes— 
and Carter could not deny that 


he was ‘outside the terms of the 
certificate’. He had to pay a repair 
bill for more than £200—a cheap 
lesson for a comfortably off man. 
AA insurance-claims — expert 
Bryan Hunt has heard it all before. 
Usually, he says, the trouble is 
caused not by drivers trying to cut 
their insurance costs dishonestly 
but by their carelessness. ‘For 
example, your original insurance 
proposal may name only yourself 
and your wife,’ says Hunt. ‘Then, 
over the years, your baby boy 
grows up to bea rallydriver. 
‘Claims can also be thrown out 
because the insured person starts 
negotiations with the other side 
and then, finding himself in hot 
water, passes the buck to the 
insurer. Because the company’s 
position has already been preju- 
diced, itis unlikely to pay up.” 
j 
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As arule you expect low-priced 
cars to slog along dutifully and 
get there eventually, but be no 
great joy to drive. So the Skoda 
Super Estelle will come as a 
pleasant surprise. It manoeuvres 
neatly, parks sweetly, and handles 
fluently through the gears. It’s 
bred from a long line of rally- 
toughened winners. Test-drive 
any Super Estelle, and you will 
knowat once that here is a car 

to enjoy. 
TESTITFORCOMFORT Your 
passengers will enjoy it too. Everyone enters 
and exits gracefully because there are four 
wide-opening doors. There’s room for three 
grown-ups in the back. The front seats 
recline and have headrests on all but one 
model. All models have directional heating 
and through ventilation. And independent 4 
suspension on all wheels gives you a 3 
ride like a glide when the road’s as 
rough as a washboard. 


“A squared-up shape 

allows the driver a good all- 
round view of his own car and the 
world outside.” 


AA DRIVE MAGAZINE 
JAN/FEB/1979. 


TEST IT FOR 
LUGGAGE Underthe 
bonnet are 9.8 cubic feet 

of luggage space, and the 
lid opens sideways to make 
loading easier. There’s room to 
spare for hand luggage behind the 
rear seats. Or—for jumbo loads - you 
can fold the back seats down and make 
an extra 12 cubic feet. 
TESTIT FOR SAFETY Dual-circuit servo- 
assisted brakes, discs at front; 165 SR13 
radial-ply tyres, giving plenty of tread on the 


From 


£1,850’ 


“Low-speed flexibility is good, with top gear 
pulling happily from around 20 mph - the 
addition of a servo pays dividends, especially in 
gentler checkbraking, and our best stop of 95% really 
is quite remarkable for a rear-engined car with an 
unladen front boot.” 


AA DRIVE MAGAZINE JAN/FEB 1979. 


road; door mirror; 

laminated windscreen; 
clearly visible instrument 
panel; fingertip driver controls; 
mud flaps; reinforced passenger 
compartment with ‘crumple zones’ 
fore and aft to absorb shock. And that’s 
just a start. Locking petrol cap, childproof 


locks, hazard warning lights, reversing lights 
all add to the safety package. 
TESTITFORVALUE The price of the Super 
Estelle speaks for itself. So does the warranty: 
24 months, ask your dealer for full details. 

So does the Skoda preferential rate insurance 
scheme: your dealer will speak for it too, and 
explain all the facts. 

TEST ALL THESE PROMISES NOW There 
are 270 Skoda dealers —a reassuringly large 
number. Mostly they are family businesses 
offering a personal service. Just as they'll 
back you with whatever you need, so we 
back them: our parts and technical services 
centre at King’s Lynn is one of the newest 
and smartest in Europe. Call your nearest 
Skoda dealer now (see later page) and fix 
yourself that test-drive. He’ll be delighted 
to see you, and you'll be delighted you did it. 


@SKODA SUPER ESTELLE 


Skoda (Great Britain) Ltd, 150 Goswell Road, London ECIV 7DS. Telephone: 01-253 7441. Shown here is the Skoda Super Estelle 120LS. Top of the Skoda range of saloons, it costs £2,299.05. 
*Model prices are: 105S £1,849.77; 105L £1,949.22; 120L £2,049.84; 120LS £2,299.05. They include seat belts, car tax and VAT. Prices exclude delivery, number plates and road fund tax. 
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Travel For a Year 
IN BRITAIN 


INI BRITAIN 


1 aR ID ND A TENN PEIN SA EN ARTO, ETN, MOET ORE YIM ND TI SEO HRT 


And Get 
Three Free Issues! 


IN BRITAIN, the British Tourist Authority’s 
monthly colour magazine, is packed with fas- 
cinating and well written articles illustrated with 
lavish colour and black and white photography. 


IN BRITAIN takes you on a journey through this 
land of history, culture, scenery and excitement 
keeping you both informed and entertained 
every month as you discover enchanting villages, 
beautiful vistas and interesting people as they go 
about their daily lives. 


Write to the address below enclosing £5.75 for a 
year’s subscription and to claim your three free 
issues: please say where you saw this advertise- 
ment. For overseas subscriptions, please send 
£6.50 or the equivalent in local currency. 


British Tourist Authority, 
Dept C019, 64 St. James’s Street, 
London, SW1A INF. 


POINTLESS “SEM 
ALTERNATIVE -:5-2°= 


For trouble-free 
ignition, top performance, 
power and economy mile after mile, year after year. 


Available for most cars, Piranha is the only 
optically-triggered electronic ignition system witha 
nationwide network of sales and fitting agents and 
a fully delegated warranty scheme. 


No extra's required — wide range of applications. 


Send S.A.E. for full descriptive literature and list of approved 
fitting and service stockists. 

a Piranha Sales, 

| fell - 12a, Central Trading Estate, 
STAINES ,Middlesex TW18 4UX. 


ition Tel: Staines (0784) 50221. 


GET UP AND GO WITH T-LINE. 


Built for comfort and 
built for the road, the 
Thomson T-Line range has 
proved tself year in and 

year out all over the world. 


This year we've taken 
. the tried and tested Glen 
Symi range and produced two 
separate series, the Glen “S” 
and the Glen “GL”. Both 
feature the layout ARES you would traditionally expect from 
Thomsons, complemented by a distinctive new three-tone 
exterior colour scheme. 


And all with built-in features, many of which would come as 
optional extras on competitive makes. 


With seven models to choose from in each series, there is a 
caravan to suit every family and every pocket. 


To see just how suitable T-Line would be for you, write for 
free colour brochure and list of stockists to- 


THOMSON T-LINE CARAVANS 


Thomsons (Carron) Limited, Falkirk, Scotland 


Adding up 5 believing. 


From 


£1,850 


The Skoda Super Estelle, a range of four On top of that we have a special 
door, five seat saloon cars priced from £1,850. | Skoda insurance scheme at preferential 


Beat that! Here are the unbeatable values rates which your dealer will explain. 
that make up the Super Estelle range: On top of that... all the things 
you get 
Model Engine Size Total Price 
YOU GET PEDIGREE At Skoda we trace YOU GET SAFETY AND SECURITY You get 
105S 1046 cc £1,849.77 our ancestry back through 85 years. If that dual circuit servo-assisted brakes, with discs 
| makes us enthusiastic about good quality on the front wheels. 165 SR 13 radial-ply 
1OSL 1046 cc . £1,949.22 and reliability, if it means we over-engineer, tyres, so there’s plenty of tread on the road. 
120L 1174 cc £2,049.84 so much the better See SER Door mirror; unobscured instrument 
i They get the benefit of cars whose panel; unobscurable forward vision, because 
120LS 1174 cc £2,299.05 eaencne have been tested ininternational the bonnet lid lifts sideways and cannot 
¥Alipdces quoted ex-Aborké ond inode seat belts, cot hax ond rallies. Skoda has come first in its class in the suddenly unsight you. That’s safety. 
“EEN totals de wally can ea last eight RAC Rallies. That’s pedigree. Locking petrol cap, childproof door 
On top of that we offera24month _ YOU GET COMFORT Four wide-opening locks. That’s security. 
warranty, ask your dealer for the full details. ggors, so youcan get in and out without a YOU GET SERVICE-ALMOST ALWAYS 
struggle. Room for five without a squeeze. WITH A SMILE It’s good to know there are 
All-round independent suspension to all of 270 Skoda dealers to make a good big 
smooth out the rough going. Reclining seats nationwide network. 
and headrests on all but one model. Two- It’s better still to know that they are 
speed directional heating and through family businesses where personal service 
MONTH ventilation. (with a smile —why not?) is whatit’s all about. 
WARRANTY That’s comfort. They look after their customers just as we 


look after them: from our parts and technical 
services centre in King’s Lynn - one of the 
newest in Europe. 

Ss Add all that lot up, and there’s only 
one possible answer: Make a 
phone call now. Your nearest 
dealer and his phone number 
are ona later page in this 
magazine. Book yourself 
a test-drive before 
everybody else does! 


“There’s no denying the 
Estelle’s showroom appeal. 
It’s unquestionably a lot of 
car for the money.” 


AA DRIVE MAGAZINE 
JAN/ FEB. 1979. 


@SKODA SUPER ESTELLE 


Skoda (Great Britain) Ltd, 150 Goswell Road, London ECIV 7DS. Telephone: 01-253 7441. Shown here is the Skoda Super Estelle 120LS. Top of the Skoda range of saloons, it costs £2,299.05. 
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Views to air? Tell DRIVE 
about your motoring and 
what it means to you. 
You can send letters 
for publication—unstamped 
—via DRIVE Directory, 
FREEPOST, Basingstoke, 
Hampshire RG21 2EA 


Us v bus 

It’s about time that motorists 
made a united stand against the 
increasing disregard for other 
road-users shown by bus drivers. 
I have just reported to the policea 
bus that blatantly cut me up ona 
Plymouth roundabout. They tell 
me that this kind of complaint 
comes in regularly, but, unless 
there is an independent witness, 
there is little chance of a convic- 
tion. 

Perhaps if fellow-motorists stop- 
ped and supplied such evidence, it 
would keep bus drivers in line. 
Steve Clare 
Stoke, Plymouth 


Zero rated 

DRIVE’s ‘Countdown to rip-off’ 
(March-April) just goes to prove 
that if someone really sets out to 
be dishonest, nothing will deter 
him: with the outlawing of 
running back the car speedometer 
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odometer, the villain dreams up 
the idea of the zeroing fiddle. 
But why haven’t the speedo 
manufacturers counteracted this 
‘clocking’? It can be done. The 
revolution-recorder of a marine 
engine, for instance, does not 
subtract when it is run astern. 
Alternatively, the odometer 
could be fitted with a slipping 
clutch and another two digits. 
This way, 10 million miles would 
have to be run off to obtain alow 
mileage. 

James W Robson 

Newcastle upon Tyne 


Small is beautiful 

Small petrol stations are closing 

at what can only be described as 

an alarming rate because they 

cannot compete with the large 

combines. In fact, in the village 

next to mine, the garage has just 

stopped selling petrol because 

motorists can drive eight miles 

farther, buy two gallons, and still 

make a saving on the local price. 
But when the small garages have 

gone and the big boys take over, 

who'll be making the savings? 

E Milsom (fitter, 

24-hour garage) 

East Harling, Norwich 


Refuse offers? 
Our dustmen are very choosy 


about what they will take, so 
much so that they go to the 
trouble of looking through each 
bin’s contents. And one item 
that’s guaranteed to be left behind 
is waste engine oil. I suppose I 
could take it to a local garage, but 
it seems cheeky when I buy oil at 
a discount from a supermarket. 
What do other DRIVE readers do? 
G Morley 

Basingstoke, Hants 


Getting an even brake 

As one of the UK’s leading sup- 
pliers to the brake-replacement 
market, with technical approval 
from all the leading manufac- 
turers, my company, in common 
with other British manufacturers, 
has conducted exhaustive inves- 
tigations of many imported pads 
and linings—and our results have 
been every bit as alarming as 
those obtained by your research 
(DRIVE, March—April). 

A major problem that we have 
noticed is the marking and pack- 
aging of some imported materials: 
often, these bear no quality 
stamps, and carry no guarantee of 
quality consistency. 

Not even price is a completely 
safe guide when buying foreign 
pads. We have detected cases of 
low-quality foreign makes being 
offered cheaply in one place, and 


BREAKDOWNS DONT 
ONLY HAPPEN TO 
OTHER MOTORISTS. 


Sooner or later it will happen to you. 


It's great to feel you belong. 


For details of membership for you or your friends, complete the inserted reply paid card. 


at the same price as reputable 
British brands in another. The 
safest advice to all motorists, 
when having brakes replaced, is 
to insist on a good quality 
material, bearing a _ reputable 
British trade name. 

J FH Main 

Chairman, Trist Draper Ltd 
Bristol 


Constructive criticism is a good 
thing, but, in matters as important 
as life and death, yaur investiga- 
tion into brake pads should, in my 
opinion, have been the subject of 
a properly conducted test pro- 
gramme. Then, the so-called 
‘cheapies’ could have been evalua- 
ted against their better-known 
counterparts. 

My company markets one of 
these ‘cheapies’ under the Sibrex 
label, and the disc pads are pro- 
duced to the exacting standards of 
a well-known foreign manufac- 
turer from whom test data is avail- 
able. I would be among the first to 
agree that there are some inferior 
pads on the market which it would 
be in all our interests to see off. 
But not at the expense of all. 
Cheapness is not necessarily 
inferior, nor expensive superior. 
K C Oliver 
Director, Allspares 
Alton, Hants 


AVON 
Gaes Cars Ltd., Bath. 
: Bath 24240. 


Castle Motors peices): 
Tel: Wickwar 316. 

Fork Service Station Ltd., Bleadon. 
Tel: Weston-super-Mare 812244. 


BEDFORDSHIRE 

Beene Motors, Eaton Bray, 
un: 

Tel: Eaton t Bray 220508. 

Lane's Motors (Luton) Ltd. 

Tel: Luton 51451/2 


eRe pe an 
Campbell-Cole Engineering Ltd., 
Hampstead ae Newbury. 
Tel: Hermitage 2' 

Hardings of Windsor. 

Tel: 07535 63191. 
Shurlock Row 

Tel: Shurlock Row 


BUCKINGHAMSHIRE 
— ae (Car Sales) Ltd., 


Nr veheer wee 630214. 
Desborough Park Service Station, 
pt oe 

Tel: High Wycombe 30113. 
Gardner & White, 

Stoke arene 

Tel: Stoke Goldington 387/8. 
River Garage Ltd., Milton iat 
Tel: Milton Keynes 562194. 


Wexham Street Service Station, 
Stoke Poges. Tel: Fulmer 2501. 


CAMBRIDGESHIRE 
a (Peterborough) Ltd., 


e. 
tterborough 66173. 

Downham Garage, Downham. 

Tel: Pymore 302. 

|Wisbech Road Garage, March. 

Tel: March 4441. 

Parker-Fry Garages Ltd., 

Stanground. 

Tel: Peterborough 43383. 

The Garage, Grantchester. 

Tel: Trumpington 2123. 

Walton Motor Co. Ltd., 

West Walton. Tel: Wisbech 5945. 


CHESHIRE 

Compact Car Co., Widnes. 
Tel: 051-424 4073. 

Derek Warburton Ltd., Stockport. 
Tel: 061-483 3093/4500/7974. 
Knottfold Service Station, Hyde. 
Tel: 061-368 2901. 

Three Ways Garage Ltd., 
Rudheath. Tel: Northwich 44624. 
Wainwrights Garage Ltd., 
Runcorn. Tel: Runcorn 72603. 

L. A.Weller Ltd., Great Moor, 
Stockport. Tel: 061-483 2429. 


CLEVELAND 
roe Donmey (Cie Toomey (Cleveland) Ltd., 


Re [eres 2436. 
M.PC. Ltd., Hartlepool. 
Tel: Hartlepool 75482. 


CORNWALL 

Ayr Garage, St Ives. Tel:St. lves 6152 
Roseland Motors, Veryan, Truro. 
Tel: Veryan 347. 

J.B. Smith & Son (Launceston) Ltd. 
Tel: Launceston 2478/9. 


CUMBRIA 

Prospect Garage, Nr. Aspatria, 
Carlisle. Tel: Aspatria 20555. 
Stonecroft Service Station, 

High Hesket, Carlisle. 

Tel: 069-93 581/2. 

Stonecroft, Kin bo pp Carlisle. 
Tel: 0228 295 


“ie Twyford. 


DERBYSHIRE 

Chapel Motors, 
Chapel-en-le-Frith. 

Tel: Chapel-en-le-Frith 2139. 


ek Decrees Speak 


eiertars e, Heanor. 

Tel: Langley Mill 2887. 
ervice Dealer: 

K.F.&B. Miles, Stoney Cross, 

‘Spondon. Tel: Derby 63123. 


Skoda of South Normanton. 
Tel: Ripley 811251/811409. 
Travellers Service Station, 
Clowne. Tel: Clowne 810619. 


ingskerswell 4 114, 
eg & H. Motor Co. Ltd., Mutley. 
Tel: Plymouth 65771. 
P Gillard Motors Ltd., Ellacombe. 
Tel: Torquay 23938. 
Mid-Western Car Sales, 
Nomansiand, Tiverton. 
Tel: Witheridge 538. 
Station Garage (Topsham) Ltd., 
Tel: Topsham 550, 
White’s Western Modern Garage, 
Newton Abbot. 
Tel: Newton Abbot 4473. 
Yeo Garage, Barnstaple. 
Tel: Barnstaple 3329. 


DORSET 
Oakdale Service Station, Poole. 
Tel: Poole 5366. 


Pokesdown Garage, Pokesdown. 
Tel: Bournemouth 424166. 


DURHAM 

Dennis W. Lee, Consett. 

Tel: Consett 502492. 

Hilltop Garage, Sherburn Hill. 
Tel: Durham 720221. 

Langley Car Centre, 

Langley Moor. Tel: Durham 780195. 


ESSEX 
Newton Motors, Goodma 
Iford. Tel: 01-599 2337/5 1831. 


ing Co. Ltd., 
Halstead. Tee lalstond 7212/3. 
Service Dealer: 
Glovers Motors, Witham. 
Tel: 0376 513373. 
Gordon Motors, Grays. 
Tel: 0375 78044. 
Cols-Tey Garage, Copford. 
Tel: Colchester 210422. 
Prince Avenue Service Station, 
Southend-on-Sea. 
Tel: 0702 32833. 
Redwings Service Station, 
Chelmsford. Tel: 0245 51758. 
Safeway Cars, Harlow. 
Tel: 0279 22611. 
Simco, Station Garage, 
Brentwood. Tel: 0277 214826. 


GLOUCESTERSHIRE 

Regional Motor Co. Ltd., 
Gloucester. Tel: Gloucester 29291. 
Stoke Orchard Garage Car Sales, 
Cheltenham. 

Tel: Cheltenham 22621 
Stow-on-the-Wold Motors Ltd., 
Fossway. 

Tel: Stow-on- the-Wold 30699. 
Stoke Orchard Garage, 
Cheltenham. 

Tel: Coombe Hill 428. 


GREATER LONDON 
Dawnier Motors ed Penge. 
Tel: 01-778 9452/ 


Dawnier Motors Lid, Wimbledon. 
Tel: 01-542 9863/4. 


Simpsons Motors Neel Ltd. 
Tel: 01-908 3322/: & 


Service Dealer: 

Simpsons eae Royal) Ltd. 
Tel: 01-965 7001/2/3/: 

Abbey Motors, Mainiod! 

Tel: 01-476 1718/1581. 

tae cop Anil Ltd., Kilburn. 
Tel: 01-624 


Colin Road Garages, Willesden 
Tel: 01-459 2210. 

Coolwater Ltd., Catford. 

Tel: 01-697 0321. 

D.N. Car Sales, Hackney Road, E2. 
Tel: 01-739 1731. 

Empire Motors, West Ealing. 

Tel: 01-567 3535/8432. 

Eros Service ira Brockley. 
Tel: 01-691 0028, 

Featherstone ripe Mill Hill 
Tel: 01-959 2665 

Humphries Garage 

Herne Hill) Ltd. 

el: 01-733 3222. 

International Cars Ltd., 

North Circular Road. 

Tel: 01-888 5165. 

ped vey Motor Sales (Kenton) Ltd., 


Tel. Ot 1-204 8111/2 


Newton Motors, Hackney. 
Tel: 01-986 9868. 


W. &N. Motors Ltd., Highams Park. 


Tel: 01-527 7568 


GREATER MANCHESTER 
Soo Motors (Firswood) Ltd., 
Tel: oet-651 '9112/3/4. 

Barmal Ltd., Leigh. 

Tel: Leigh 604457. 

Parkside Car Sales (M'cr) Ltd., 
Audenshaw. 

Tel: 061-336 1511. 

Premier Motor Co., Mossley. 
Tel: Mossley 2560. 
Scouthead Garage, Oldham. 
Tel: 061-633 2862. 


HAMPSHIRE 

Copnor Car Exchange Ltd., 
Copnor. 

Tel: Derkemouth 61941. 
Garland Motors Ltd., Aldershot. 
Tel: Aldershot 311818/311819. 
Service Dealer: 

Ideal Garage, Micheldever. 
Tel: Micheldever 313. 

Lawton & Wilson Ltd., 
Southampton. 

Tel: 0703 27744. 

Lees (B. W.&M.) Ltd., 
Bishops Waltham. 

Tel: Bishops Waltham 2360. 
Lees (B. W. & M.} Ltd., Meonstoke 
Tel: Droxford 404. 

Over Wallop Coachworks, 
Stockbridge. 

Tel: 026-478 356. 

Station Road Garage, 

Sway, Nr. Lymington 

Tel: 059-068 2209 


HEREFORD AND WORCESTER 
Hylton Road Garage, Worcester. 
Tel: 0905 422931. 

Tanyard Garage, Alvechurch. 
Tel: 021-445 1752. 


HERTFORDSHIRE 

Adeyfield Garage, Adeyfield 
Tel: Hemel Hempstead 
52515/42396. 

Service Dealer: 

Garden City Coachworks Ltd.. 
Hatfield. 

Tel: Hatfield 63877. 

Monaco Garages Ltd., Watford. 
Tel: Watford 24491 

Tucker Peake Cars (Stevenage) 
Shelford & Crowe Ltd 

Tel: Stevenage 54361/2 


HUMBERSIDE 

Epworth Car Centre, Epworth 
Tel: Epworth 873033 

High Cliff Motors Ltd., Grimsby. 
Tel: Grimsby 57362 

L. Maudson & Sons, North Ferriby. 
Tel: Hull 634366 

Raintons of Ashby Ltd., 
Scunthorpe 

Tel: Scunthorpe 4146 


ISLE OF WIGHT 


Mill Road pated: Yarmouth 
Tel: 0983 760 436 


KENT 

Dawnier Motors Ltd., Pembury, 
Tunbridge Wells. 

Tel: Pembury 3111. 

Central Garage, Birchington 
Tel: Thanet 41701 

B.T. J. Dimond Ltd., Dartford 
Tel: Dartford 20372 

Hillside Garage, 

Bilting, Nr Ashford 

Tel: We 812316 
Julians & SnowdonLtd.,Meopham 
Tel: Gravesend 813562 
Keeler & Mullett, 

Barham, Canterbury. 

Tel: 022-782 361/334 

Loose Road Service Station Ltd., 
Maidstone 

Tel: 0622 52584 

G.&E. Newbery & Sons 
(Faversham) Ltd 

Tel: 079-582 3764/4566. 
Pinewood Garage, Sevenoaks 
Tel: 0732 54283/52653 
Rosherville Garage Ltd., 
Northfleet 

Tel: Gravesend 67462 


Sheerness Motors,. Sheerness 
Tel: 079-56 2730. 

Sherlodge Service Station, 
Wigmore, Gillingham 

Tel: 0634 31688 


Sidcup Auto Services Ltd., Sidcup 
Tel: 01-300 2450. 


F. Tippen & Son Ltd., 
Ham Street Garage. 
Tel: Ham Street 2207. 


LANCASHIRE 
UHT (Car Distributors) Ltd., 


Preston. 

Tel: Preston 794491. 

DVS Ltd., Darwen. 

Tel: Blackburn 75272. 
Harrowside Motors Ltd., 
Blackpool. 

Tel: Blackpool 41081 
Leyland Service Station, Leyland. 
Tel: Leyland 21546/23797. 
Malmas Motors, Bury. 

Tel: 061-761 1416. 


Phil Davies Car Centre 
(Crossroads Bolton) Ltd. 
Tel: Bolton 852151. 


R. Pilkington eer Ltd. 
Tel: Bolton 2458: 

Queen Street Gxaee 
Gt. Harwood. 

Tel: Gt. Harwood 887088 


LEICESTERSHIRE 

Albar Autos, Leicester. 

Tel: Leicester 61135. 

Albar Autos, Mountsorrel 

Tel: Leicester 303055. 

G. T. Booth Motors Ltd., 
Broughton ey 

Tel: Sutton Elms 282247. 
Remington Cars Ltd., Shepshed 
Tel: Shepshed 2169 

Albert Street Garage, 

Melton Mowbray. 

Tel: Melton Mowbray 2235/5164 


LINCOLNSHIRE 

Caythorpe Motors Ltd., 
Caythorpe, Grantham 

Tel: Loveden 72386 

East Lincs. Motor Co. Ltd., Louth 
Tel: Louth 2976. 

Hubbard Bros 

(North Somercotes) Ltd 

Tel: North Somercotes 301 
Marriott's Motors, Boston 

Tel: Boston 63841 

Mill View Motors, 
Easton-on-the-Hill 

Tel: Stamford 3943 

Newport Garage (Lincoln) Ltd 
Newport Arch 

Tel: Lincoln 27672 


MERSEYSIDE 

Wirral Car & Engineering 
Services Ltd., 

Little Sutton, Wirral. 
Tel: 051-339 2468. 
Beach Garage Ltd 
Litherland, Liverpool 

Tel: 051-928 2515 

Clint Motor Co Ltd.. Liverpool 
Tel: 051-263 7374 
Corinthian Motors, 

Rock Ferry, Birkenhead 
Tel: 051-645 2488 

D. J. Motors, Rainhill 

Tel: 051-426 4234 


NORFOLK 

Cranes Garage (Norwich) Ltd. 
Tel: Norwich 54744/57377. 
Cranes Garage (Norfolk) Ltd 
Marsham 

Tel: Aylsham 3274 

Bridge Garage, Wymondham 
Tel mondham 602394 
Service Dealer 

Central Garage (King's Lynn) Ltd 
Tel: King's Lynn 64241 

Service Dealer 

Manor Garage, Downham Market 
Tel: Southery 291 

Middleton Service Station, 
King's Lynn 

Tel: King’s Lynn 840265. 

North Denes Garage, 

Gt. Yarmouth 

Tel: Gt. Yarmouth 2259 


NORTHAMPTONSHIRE 
S.K. Distributors, Brackley. 
Tel: Brackley 702937. 


mpbell Motors, Northampton. 
an lorthampton’ 31611 


Frank Cook Motors, 
Wellingborough. 

Tel: Wellingborough 223924. 
Grays of Thrapston Ltd., 

Nr. Kettering. 

Tel: Thrapston 2319. 


NORTHUMBERLAND 


Bebside Motors Ltd., Bebside. 
Tel: Blyth 823030/824111. 


NORTH YORKSHIRE 
Beverley Motor Co. Ltd., 
Killinghall. 

Tel: Harrowgate 502352 
Cross Roads Garage, 
carpet Haddlesey. 

Tel: Burn 638/671 

Thirsk Motors, Thirsk 
Tel: Thirsk 22291 


NOTTINGHAMSHIRE 
Renshaw & Newsome Ltd., Amold. 
Tel: Nottingham 202355. 

H. Clifford & Sons Ltd., Chilwell 
Tel: Nottingham 256117 

Howbeck Garage, Clarborough 
Tel: Retford 702993 

Rainworth Motors, 

Rainworth, Mansfield 

Tel: Blidworth 2057. 


OXFORDSHIRE 
Thomas & LaffordLtd., Wheatley. 
Tel: Wheatley 2227 


SALOP 

Autosales International, 
Market Drayton 

Tel: 0603 2027/2477. 

Gravel Hill Service Station, Ludlow. 
Tel: 0584 2584 

Highley Garage (1965) Ltd., 
Highley, Nr. Bridgnorth 

Tel: 0746 861615 

Ketley Motors, Oakengates 
Tel: 954 618071 


SOMERSET 

A. W. Hinder & Sons, Yeovil 
Tel: Yeovil 6512 

E. Wareham & Sons Ltd 
Gurney Slade, Nr Bath 

Tel: Oakhill 0749 


SOUTH YORKSHIRE 

H. D. Hand, Maltby. 

Tel: Rotherham 812368. 

David Hinchcliffe (Sheffield) Ltd 
Tel: Sheffield 57394 

Ken Wells Motors, Doncaster 

Tel: Doncaster 67406. 


STAFFORDSHIRE 
Blackford's Garage Ltd., 
Blackford 

Tel: Cannock 3324 
Hexagon of Hanley, 
Stoke-on-Trent 

Tel: 0782 261784 
Hiskins of Lichfield 

Tel: Lichfield 22379 
Johnson & Richards Ltd., 
Basford, Stoke-on-Trent 
Tel: 0782 615106 

Mile Oak Motors, Tamworth 
Tel: 0827 52224 


SUFFOLK 
Eye Service Station, Eye 
Tel: Eye 460 


W. D. Gardiner Motors Ltd., 
Long Melford 
Tel: Sudbury 75703. 


Lowestoft Motor (Car Sales) Ltd., 
Lowestoft. Tel: Lowestoft 62802 
M.R. W. Garages, 

Hundon, Nr. Haverhill 

Tel: Hundon 240. 

Pakenham Garage, 

Pakenham, Nr. BurySt Edmunds 
Tel: 0359 30342 


SURREY 

Dawnier Motors Ltd., Cheam. 
Tel: 01-643 1211/2. 

Dawnier Motors Ltd., Redhill. 
Tel: (91) 64733/4. 

Judmans Car Service, 
Selsdon, South Croydon 

Tel: 01-657 6671/31 

Kenneth Harmer Ltd., Dorking 
Tel: 0306 3804 
A.E.Witham& Sons Ltd., 
Hersham, Walton-on-Thames 
Tel: (98) 26615/24846 


SUSSEX 

Colin Cars Ltd., Ninfield, Battle. 
Tel: Ninfield 892286. 

Colin Cars Ltd., Eastbourne 

Tel: Eastbourne 761150. 

Scott & Noble, 

Barnham, Yapton, Bognor Regis. 
Tel: 0243 552770. 

Wivelsfield Green Garages Ltd., 
Haywards Heath. Tel: 044-484 305 


TYNE AND WEAR 

Central Car Sales, 

Newcastle upon Tyne. 

Tel: 0632 21693/22617. 

Millfield Motors, Sunderland. 
Tel: 0783 58352. 

Wideopen Car Sales, 

Wideopen, Newcastle upon Tyne. 
Tel: Wideopen 225. 


WARWICK 


QCR Motors Ltd., Nuneaton 
Tel: 0682 385296/325577. 


WEST MIDLANDS 

Autosales (Repairs & Spares) 
Ltd., Bilston. Tel: 0902 402222. 
Balsall Heath Motors, Birmingham 
Tel: 021-440 1844/1847. 

Derek Miles Ltd., Leamington Spa 
Tel: 0926 26011/24151. 

Motor Sales (Birmingham) Ltd., 
Erdington, Birmingham. 

Tel: 021-327 0276. 

Rayfield Autos Ltd., Coventry. 
Tel: Coventry 20475/20492. 
Stafford Street Garage, Dudley. 
Tel: 0384 211461 

Stonehouse Service Station, 
Harborne, Birmingham. 

Tel: 021-427 4050. 


WEST YORKSHIRE 

J. &S. Motor Services (Ossett) 
Ltd., Ossett. 

Tel: Wakefield 273069. 

Clifford Holt Ltd., Sowerby Bridge. 
Tel: Halifax 31764. 

Ernest Hanson Ltd., Cross Hills 
Tel: Keighley 33325. 

Hemsworth Trade Autos, 
Hemsworth. Tel: Hemsworth 611 644 


Service Dealer. 

Hepworth Motor Co. Ltd., 
Hepworth 

Tel: Holmfirth 2854. 

Service Dealer: 

Judsons Garage, Batley. 

Tel: Batley 473026. 

D.M. KeithLtd., Leeds 

Tel: Leeds 459890. 

Paul Wooding Ltd., Shipley. 
Tel: Shipley 583055. 
Roberttown Motor & 
EngineeringCo., Liversedge 
Tel: Heckmondwike 402194 
Southfield Lane Garage, Bradford 
Tel: Bradford 72658. 

Town End Motors, Lockwood 
Tel: Huddersfield 29670. 
York Road Service Station, 
Castleford 

Tel: Castleford 554198 


WILTSHIRE 

Gaes Motors, 

Avonvale Service Station, 
Chippenham 

Tel: Chippenham 56106 
Britannia Motors, Swindon 
Tel: Swindon 35303 
Turner's Garage, 
Erlestoke, Nr. Devizes 

Tel: Bratton 268 


SCOTLAND 

A. Seath & Son, Leslie. 

Tel: Glenrothes 741245. 

oe yn Sete Ltd., 
innieston, Gla: 

Tel: 041- 226448) 

Carntyne Autos (Distributors) Ltd., 

Glasgow. 

Tel: 041-778 8565 

Service Dealer: 

Carntyne Motors Ltd., Glasgow. 

Tel: 041-7781064 

Dixon Street Motors 

(Hamilton) Ltd 

Tel: Hamilton 283690 

Eastwood Garage, 

Shawlands, Glasgow. 

Tel: 041-632 627 


@ SKODA SUPER ESTE 


Elderslie Car Sales, Elderslie 
Tel: Johnstone 22705 
Forthview Service Station, 
Wellwood 
Tel: Dunfermline 24078 
Four Mile service station, 
Aberdee: 
Tel: 0224. 740, 240. 
te Strathdee Jnr, Aberdeen 
Tel: 0224 30181 
Gilston catore ‘Lossiemouth 
Tel: 034-381 2898. 
Lade Garage, Bonnybridge 
Tel: Bonnybridge 3534. 

ggan Engineering Co. Ltd., 
Potion ° 
Tel: Port Ellen 2344. 
McKnight Motors (Ayr) Ltd. 
Tel: Ayr 67456/7. 
Midas Motor Co. Ltd., Edinburgh 
Tel: 031-229 9632 
Moore’ inh (Dunoon) 
Tel: Dunoon 3308. 
Morrison Motors Ltd., Carnwath. 
Tel: Carnwath 225. 


Parker Bros. (Kilmarnock) Ltd. 

Tel: Kilmarnock 21902. 

G. H. Pringle MotorCo., 

Easterhouses, Dalkeith. 

Tel: 031-663 3454. 

Royal Service Station, 

Milton, Lesmahagow. 

Tel: Lesmahagow 3409/3864. 

Springholm Garage, Springholm. 

bees Kirkpatrick Durham 2. 
pyes of ben Glasgow. 

041-959 186 

Soesies Conon, 

The Garage, Denholm, Hawick. 

Tel: Denholm 221. 

J. Troup & Sons, Forfar. 

Tel: Forfar 3755. 

Waverley Motors Ltd., 

High Dalrymple. 

Tel: Stranraer 4534. 


WALES 

John Bevan Car Sales Ltd., 
Liansamiet, Swansea. 

Tel: Swansea 72524/76215. 
Abermorddu Service Station, 
Caergwrie. 

Tel: Wrexham 760447. 

Bailey Bros., 

Pantygelli, Abergavenny. 

Tel: Abergavenny 3058. 
Cefn Glas Service Station, 
Bridgend. 

Tel: Bridgend 4278. 

Dennis Capel (Car Sales), 
Caerphilly. 

Tel: Caerphilly 883242/883381 
G.&M. Motor Sales Ltd., 
Newbridge 

Tel: Newbridge 243348 
Glenbrook Motors Ltd., 
Cwmbach, Aberdare. 

Tel: Aberdare 872550 
Kylecourt Ltd., Newport, Gwent 
Tel: Newport 274385/279755. 
Lammas Street Garage, 
Carmarthen 

Tel: Carmarthen 6077. 
Neyland Car Sales, Neyland. 
Tel: Neyland 2 
Pontiliw Service Station, 
Pontiliw, Swansea. 

Tel: Gorseinon 2022 


NORTHERN IRELAND 
Neville Johnston (Garages) Ltd., 


Belfast. 

Tel: Belfast 28225/8. 
Neville Johnston (Garages) Ltd., 
Hillsborough 

Tel: Hillsborough 682225. 
Andrews & Co. Ltd., Belfast 
Tel: Belfast 27956. 

F. J. Conroy, Beragh 

Tel: Beragh 274 

Crumlin Motor Mart, Crumlin 
Tel: Crumlin 52085. 

H. O'Kane Motors, Armoy. 
Tel: Armoy 357. 

P. J. Taggart, Omagh 

Tel: Omagh 2599. 

Tamlaght Autopoint, 
Tamlaght, Nr. Enniskillen 
Tel: Lisbellaw 668. 


CHANNEL ISLANDS 

Pauls Motors Ltd., 

Vauvert, St. Peter Port, Guernsey. 
Tel: Guernsey 22191. 

Three Oaks Garage, 

St. Lawrence, Jersey. 

Tel: Jersey 63117. 


——— 


FATIGUE, according to a Trans- 
port and Road Research Labora- 


tory report, is a contributory 
factor in a quarter of all accidents. 
A survey of motorway collisions, 
carried out by Cumbria police, 
makes much the same conclusion. 

Most people’s understanding of 
drowsiness is that it is caused by 
lack of sleep, or driving too long 
without a break. In fact, noise and 
vibration are as likely to trigger 


mental and physical exhaustion. 

The first sign is irritation—a 
period when a driver becomes 
more niggled than usual by delays 
and the bad driving of others. And 
it’s as well to recognise this state 
and take remedial action by stop- 
ping the car and going for a short 
walk before resuming one’s 
journey. For, if fatigue is allowed 
to get a grip, alertness and concen- 
tration plummet and, at a stroke, 
a driver becomes a menance to 
himself, his passengers and others. 

The trouble with noise is that it is 
a constant irritant. You can get so 
used to it that you are no longer 
conscious of its presence. But 
it definitely is there—a continuous 
attack on the senses. 

The problem is accentuated by 
vibration resonance which, once 
again, can be so slight that we 
quickly grow oblivious to it. But 


all the while, this, too, takes atoll. 

When it comes to damping these 
nuisances, the engineer’s job is 
made all the harder by the fact 
that the opposite extreme—an 
absence of noise, vibration and 
movement—also induces sleep! 

Noise and vibration stem from 
the unevenness of the road and 
are transmitted through the tyres, 
suspension, steering and driver’s 
seat. Other principal influences 
are the engine, heater fan, trans- 
mission and final drive. 

All contribute to rattles and 
boom frequencies—prevalent in 
modern, boxy cars, with panels 
resonating like loudspeakers. 

It will be some years before 
engines are enclosed in a sound- 
proof envelope, so, with current 
technology and price competition, 
deadening noise is largely a case 
of installing sound-damping pads 


in the appropriate places. Carpet- 
ing, underfelting, quilted roof 
lining and fabric upholstery also 
help. 
The real needs, however, are 
closer manufacturing tolerances, 
improved combustion control and 
better balancing of the reciproca- 
ting and rotating parts of the 
engine and transmission. Rela- 
tively soft mounting of power 
units, drive-lines and suspensions 
could prove advantageous, too. 
And more attention should be 
paid to sealing rubbers, and 
improved panel ribbing, shaping 
and ‘hushing’. 
The remaining culprits— 
exhaust, fan and tyre noise— 
should, in the meantime, be tax- 
ing the ingenuity of accessory 
manufacturers’ design teams. 
MARCUS JACOBSON 
Chief Engineer of the AA 


DRIVER 


CHEER UP! 


Get DRIVE behind you 


DRIVE is the magazine that gives you all — 
the background information the others — j))4395% 
forget to look for; the magazine that 
manages to look ahead . . . while others 
are still trying to see where we’ve been. 
We’ve got the best car tests, the in- 
deepest investigations and the most © 
welcome advice in motoring journalism. 
And you can have it all in six easy instal- _ 
ments, each delivered to your doorstep * 
throughout the year. We’ll mirror your 
motoring and check your blindspots. All 
you have to do is signal your intention 
to pull out from the pack and join the 
elite of DRIVE drivers by filling in the 
subscription coupon below. 


Adidas 


| Ea, Al EO aa aa Ca RR ag Seber Se ele ai eee Roa } 
Make sure of gettingMIRIVE by post 

| Fill in this coupon for a year’s subscription— 

1S!X issues for £2.95 


| VB You don’t have to cut out this coupon, and if you don't, 
| please print a// the same details in the same order on a plain 
| Sheet of paper or postcard 


| Do not use this form for subscription renewal: 
! you will receive a separate invitation 


| Name 
(BLOCK CAPITALS, PLEASE) 
Address 


| 
| 
| 
{ 
1 
| 
| 
| or write ‘non-member’ 
l 


| want to subscribe to DRIVE 
; | enclose my remittance for £2.95/Please 


l invoice me for £2.95 (delete whichever 
| is inapplicable). You need send no money now 


Signature 


! Date 
| Send in an unstamped envelope to: 
| DRIVE Directory, FREEPOST, Basingstoke, 


Hants RG21 2EA 


I 
| 
I 
| 
| 
| 
| 
I 
l 
| 
| 
| 
I 
| 
I 
| 
| 
1 
Enter AA membership number, : 
| 
| 
| 
| 
l 
| 
I 
| 
i] 
| 
| 
I 
| 
| 
| 
! 
: 
| 
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Think of all those valued 
possessions...the TV and hi-fi 
system, the house furnishings 
and electrical appliances, the 
sports gear, the clothing 

. It’s a worry, when you 
consider how many of your 
worldly goods are in your 
home, and vulnerable. AA 
Homesure covers them against fire damage, theft, 
floods or burst pipes etc ... the things that can and 
do happen to everyone. Whether homeowners or 
tenants it offers really wide cover at best possible 
value. Unlike many policies, it pays up at today’s 
full replacement value. It keeps pace automatically 
with inflating prices ... gives you free cover for 
any new purchases up to next renewal date. And 
it’s truly flexible ... with extra cover for your freezer 
and contents, jewellery or cash if you want it. 


calce} 
00+O 


Souned| 
OOns0500 


If you like, you can cover your 
house or flat with AA Homesure 
too. Not just the contents but the 
building and its fixtures, glass and 
plumbing, the garage, walls and 

og fences etc ... against damage from 
just about any cause. Again, Homesure brings 
first class value exclusively to AA members p/us the 
reassurance of the AA name to see that claims 
are met fairly and promptly. 


ef looded out 
just before the 
burglary...then 
the car packed up” 


Was I glad 
of my 
AA cover! 


Who pays the breakdown bills on $ 
your car, after the manufacturer's aa 
or dealer’s warranty expires? 
If you’re shrewd, the answer wh 
will be ... AA Motorsure. re 
On a new car, or a used car under 5 years old, 

Freepost 


it gives one or two years extended warranty, 
covering the engine internals, transmission we, for details 
and steering, brakes and electrics etc. 
When bills come in you’re laughing ... : : 
with AA protection against parts and / _ Snip off this coupon sit 
labour costs. Generous cover, nk In at ikpealllapoy 
refreshingly free of restrictions, envelope addressed to: 
: P We Insurance Services Limited, 
and all for a single premium 
of £43.50 for a year, £59.50“ FREEPOST, Nebel aT 
for two. Your very first P| d ue ‘ 
bill could easily be ease sen me brocnures on: 
higher than thatl / © AA Homesure insurance for home 
g and/or contents. 
C1) AA Motorsure extended warranty for 
new or used Cars. 
NAME 
ADDRESS 
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Triumph Dolomite SE youll need 


We feel it’s only fairtowarn the grey velvet seat facings. And 
you that if you become one of the 19, 000, Q q> Q we must mention that its standars 
2,500 people who own the equipment includes a push-butto1 

radio,tinted glass all roundand the 
an extra measure of confidence. world’s safest,most exclusive windscreen 

You'll need to cultivate an air of vt ‘Toown the only black Dolomite on 
nonchalance as you return to your the road, we ask only two 
parked car and finda few 
of the less lucky ones a 
peering through the win- 
dow and admiringits luxurious action. Because it’s likely to 
interior. be Britain's fastest moving carthis year. 

Youll have tolearn to carry off your feeling m So may we suggest that you dont spend toc 
of unashamed superiority as yo much time with your nose pressed 


things of you. 
it First, £3,925." 
u 
pullup at the traffic lights. th up against the window of your 
But most of all,you'll need Ee outsi 
the assurance tolive with the 


Second,rather prompt 
qr showroom, lost in 
knowledge that forevery person 


© admiration. 

Oryou may become one of 
who bought this special edition the 19,000,000 British og 
car, 7,600 other motorists were motorists who Ilbe TRIUMPH 
disappointed. flea ontheoutside “o Dog ol 

‘Tolistits unique features looking in. a opun hover Ttumplil 
would be todemean its 
overall airof something 
rare and rather special. But 
we would just like to draw your 
attention tothe wheels, with that special : 
breed of styling normally reserved for sports Cs 
cars. lo the fascia and door cappings, 


finished with real burr walnut the; 1 le: me, 


veneer. lothe deep cut pile car- 
*Price (includes front seat belts, car tax and VAT. Delivery and number plates extra) correct at time of going to press. ce RK 500 Special Edition 


pets whichelegantly complement 
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Motorcraft parts. Keep-fit for cars. 


When your car’s drinking more than its fair share of 
petrol, it’s time you tried fitting Motorcraft Spark Plugs. 


They can cut your petrol consumption by as much as 5%. , To fit most Cafs, 
And besides furthering your finances they pep up including imports. 

your performance. Putting back the spark and sparkle into 

lat Motorcraft 2) 
That’s because Motorcraft Spark Plugs are tops in 


quality but not in price. They are part of the range of over 
4,000 quality parts that fit most cars, commercial vehicles 
and motorcycles, including imports. 


A Keep-fit course with Motorcraft Parts really works. BACKED BY FORD 


Spark plugs + Filters « Ignition parts « Ignition ‘tune-up’ kits - Fan belts «Wiper blades and arms « Bulbs + Cooling system parts 


- Antifreeze - Wheel bearings « Shock absorbers + Car care products + Batteri 


: 


September—October 1979 Number 59 


EDITOR 

Anthony Peagam 
MANAGING EDITOR 
Frank Walker 

ART EDITOR 

John Hawkins 


ASSOCIATE EDITOR 

Roy Johnstone 

STAFF WRITER 

Robert Oxford 

PRODUCTION CONTROLLER 
Joshua Rajiah 


Harley-Davidson FLH8O test report, page 14; Cover picture: John Perkins 


DRIVE INVESTIGATES 


Fanum House, Basingstoke, Hants 


RG21 2EA tel Basingstoke 20123 

DRIVE REGULARS 

My kind of place Save energy—support your local i 4 
Money Our loss, your gain 13 
Great escapes Pedal-power rules 19 
World-wide Everybody's saving it 19 
Motor sport What price a Grand Prix burn-up? 19 
Engineer Speed of light right feet 20 
Special Offer Keep out of the red with Colortune 23 
Insurance Through a glass brightly 34 
Home mechanic All the best tunes 35 
Legal Speak in haste, repent at leisure 37 
What's new Fords—in any colour but red 59 
Letters Shoot us a line 60 


New-car mpg England expects . . . page 4 
Small-town mpg The name is Watchet 31 
Everyman mpg How you can cut your fuel costs 39 
SPECIAL FEATURE Everything you need to know about tyres 43 
DRIVE TESTS 
Motorcycles The big ones—and they're not Japanese! 14 
Moped The smaller they come, the farther they go 14 
Mean motors Diesel economy? Peugeot 305GRD 16 
Executive economy? Audi 80GLS 24 
Small-car economy? Datsun New Sunny 1200 28 
Three-wheel economy? Reliant Super Robin 48 
Secondhand review Bunch of Fives, Renault-style 54 
Long Term Test Club Golf tees off; so long, Celica 58 


DRIVE SERVICES 


New-car price-guide 
Motoring costs 
Used-car price-guide 


What they're called, what they cost 4 
What goes for less than threepence? 10 
What about the small saver? 64 


Member of the Audit Bureau of Circulations 


Published by the AA, Printed by Petty and Sons Ltd, Leeds 12 
Distributed by Comag, Tavistock Road, W Drayton, Middx 
©1979 The Automobile Association. All rights reserved. Prices correct as DRIVE goes to press 


YOU DON’T have to be Methuselah 
to remember 4-star petrol at 36p a 
gallon, and a Ford Cortina GT for 
£1193 . . . or domestic-heating oil 
at 10p a gallon, and a semi- 
detached in the Home Counties for 
£10,000. You need, in fact, only 
remember 1972. 

But what a difference a handful 
of years can make! Nineteen 
seventy-two might as well be light 
years distant, as the stricken 
seventies draw to a close with the 
same urgent energy-message on the 


Salvation army 
A majority of owner-drivers are 
responding to the Save It cam- 
paign—mainly by going easy on 
the accelerator, but also by using 
the car less. 

This welcome indication comes 
from a nationwide DRIVE survey 
aimed at determining how the 
private sector is reacting to rising 
fuel costs and the shortfall in 
supplies. The study also shows 
that most motorists mean to carry 
on motoring... somehow. 

Petrol (on today’s monetary 
values) will need to be £2 a gallon 
or more to make most think twice 
about throwing in the towel. And 
if that day ever should dawn? 
Well, many say that they will first 
make economies on food, cloth- 
ing, holidays, leisure, tobacco and 
alcohol before quitting. For good 
measure, nearly half feel that they 
will probably end up buying a 
smaller car. 

But not all motorists are pre- 
pared to make sacrifices—of any 
kind. A third of those questioned 
believe that recent petrol 
shortages have been artificial and 
deliberately inflationary, and, 
until it’s proved otherwise to 
them, they are unlikely to make 
any real effort to use less fuel for 
the common good. 

These owners aren’t at all con- 
vinced that reported cutbacks in 


lips of politicians and conserva- 
tionists alike: Save It. 

It’s on our cover, too, and 
scattered throughout this energy- 
conscious issue as, ahead of 
October’s International Energy 
Conservation Month, we bring you 
food for thought, and much honest- 
to-goodness, straightforward 
advice, about the UK’s urgent need 
to Save It. Read us, then act... 
and help others as well as yourself. 

Of course, most of our editorial 
is aimed fair-square at the man and 
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Middle East crude production 
were the cause of the restricted 
UK availability of petrol in the 
evenings and at weekends in the 
early summer. Half say that it was 
all a ‘ploy’ by oil companies to 
push up prices; others think that 
it was a case of garage-hoarding, 
or a political measure to force 
people to use less. 

The worrying backlash of this 
attitude is that nearly a fifth 
declare that they will not heed 
the Department of Energy’s call 
for a 5% overall reduction. (One 
motorist says that he will not 
react until he sees government 
ministers travelling in Minis; 


another, until companies do their 
bit by cutting substantially the 
number of cars offered to staff as 
a perk, with tax, insurance and 
fuel subsidies thrown in.) 

More than 50% of the drivers in 


the woman at the wheel: read ‘Cost- 
cutter’s Curriculum’ (page 39) and 
our mpg doings in wildest, rural 
Watchet (page 31), and you'll be 
left in no doubt about that. But it’s 
timely also, as Energy Conserva- 
tion Month looms, to put a shot 
across government’s bows, making 
the point that good roads, and 
more of them, are of central import- 
ance to energy conservation. 

Swift, efficient travel pays off in 
petrol saved. Traffic moving freely 
at steady speeds on modern roads 


our survey state that they will 
avoid public transport at all costs, 
labelling it ‘too expensive’, 
‘unreliable’, ‘inconvenient’ and 
‘time-wasting’. There is also 
reluctance to join car-sharing 
syndicates to either get to and 
from work or go shopping: only 
one in three thinks that it is 
practical. And advice to ensure 
that cars are regularly tuned to 
improve mpg seems to have fallen 
on deaf ears: seven owners in 10 


are not having it done. 
See Offer, page 23 

Miner savings @) 
Just six years from now, we could 
be filling up with petrol or derv 
extracted not from the oilfields of 
Arabia or the North Sea but from 


consumes less fuel than traffic con- 
gested on choked, inadequate roads. 
But it’s a truth that seems lost on 
many politicians .. . together with 
that parallel truth, that it’s an 
appalling waste, in both amenity 
and energy terms, to allow 
thousands of miles of our existing 
roads network to deteriorate for 
the lack of funds for local- 
authority roads maintenance. 
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Britain’s coalfields. By the mid- 
1980s, if all goes to plan, the UK 
could be producing 4% of the 
nation’s transport fuels this way. 
Indeed, according to the Coal 
Research Establishment, it’s 
possible that a// our transport- 
fuel needs, including air trans- 
port, will be processed from coal 
‘some time in the next century.’ 

The idea is not new, of course: 
the Germans made liquid fuel 
from coal to fuel the war effort in 
1939-1945, and S Africa has been 
making use of much the same 
technology for years. But, whereas 
the Germans were able to produce 
only 33gal from a ton of coal, the 
CRE is predicting that Britain will 
raise this figure to 150. 

This is because new technology, 
in which Britain leads the world, 
by-passes the present wasteful, 
inefficient method of first convert- 
ing coal into gas. Instead, the coal 
will be treated with a hot, coal- 
derived solvent, producing a thick 
solution that, after the addition of 
hydrogen, will be separated into a 
synthetic crude oil. 

It is envisaged that, at first, pro- 
cessing costs will be twice as high 
as conventional oil production. 
But, by the time coal-fuel goes on 
stream, the pump price could be 
the same as conventional petrol 
or derv, if not cheaper... 

To meet all the nation’s trans- 

continued on page 7 


Protected Eagles No.3 


Bateleur Eagle 


Found throughout Africa south of the Sahara. 
The Bateleur is a snake eagle and the name 
means a tumbler, or acrobat. This is a tribute to its 
spectacular flying ability, due to its exceptionally 
long wings. A protected bird, like all eagles. 


With 160 U.K. branches you can rely on our 
countrywide insurance service for your protection. Millions do. 
Ask your broker or call in at your nearest branch. 
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. Eagle Star Insurance 


BRAKE PADS -GET THE RIGHT ADVICE Wi 
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TUAT'S GOING TO BE A COSTLY BUSINESS, % 
BUTAT LEAST YOU DIDNT FIND OUT THE 
— IN AN ACCIDENT. MAKE 


Wig THANKS. THAT'S GOOD 
Nips ADVICE, AND THANKS 
yi EB AGAIN FOR THE LIFT. 
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Insist on Girling Brake Pads «° To: Direct Mail Dect. * 
Lucas Girling Limited, 35 Boldmere Road, % 


“aE E a 
for British and Foreign Cars — Sutton Coldfield, West Midlands B73 5UX. 


I Please send me a free Brake System : 
Wall Chart : 

a FI 
4 Name Z 
5 Address i 
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| Wee: so often, DRIVE 
encounters a new or revised 
version of a car that offers some- 
thing special in fuel economy. In 
the present oil climate, a lot of 
development work is now going 
into improving engine efficiency, 
and we think it’s a shame that 
there isn’t a _ greater general 
awareness among buyers of which 
cars use least fuel. 

Sadly, the government-spon- 
sored mpg tests are not realistic 
enough to encourage this—the 


(a) denotes road test on automatic model only; 
delivery charges where applicable estimated on 
an average 200 miles. 


DRIVE/AA 
Manual Auto Road Test 

AC (20 dealers) 

3000ME 13770 — 

ALFA ROMEO (150 dealers) 

Alfasud Super 

1.3(1350cc) 3670 — 
Super 1.5 3852 — 
Ti 1.5 4075 — 
Sprint 1.5 5055 — D6/79 
Giulietta 1.6 4895 — 
GTS 5906 — 
2000L 5799 — 
GTV2000 6576 — 
GTV Strada 8035 — 

ASTON MARTIN (13 dealers) 

V8 28858 28858 

V8 Vantage 30987 — 

V8 Volante 36168 36168 

Lagonda — 40040 

AUDI (350 dealers) 

80LS 5072 5384 
GLS 5658 5970 
GLE 6292 — 

L5S 6286 6811  RI176 
GL5S 6813 7338 R1176 
AvantGL5S 7090 7615 RI176 
GL 5E 7511 8036 .D8/78(a) 
CD 5E a 9262 D8/78(a) 
AvantCD5E — 9587 

AUSTIN MORRIS (1850 dealers) 

Mini 850 2532 — RTR340 
1000 2663 3073 D3/78 
Clubman 

(1098cc) 2951 — 
Clubman 
(998cc) — 3361 D3/78 
estate 
(1098cc) 3205 — 
estate 
(998cc) a 3615 

Allegro 1100DL 3055 — 
4dr 3173. — 
1300S 2dr 3414 3824 
4dr 3530 3940 RTR377 
1300S estate 3731 4141 
1500S 4dr 3641 4051 
1500S estate 3871 4281, 
1500SP 4dr 4023 4433 D5/79 
1750HL 4dr 4261 — 

Vanden Plas 
1500 4dr 4571 4959 
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very purpose for which they were 
established: the mpg figures 
gained from running a car ona 
‘rolling road’ machine, or from 
driving at a constant speed of 
56mph, hardly reflect the sort of 
fuel consumption that ordinary 
drivers can expect in ordinary 
driving conditions. True, the 
Department of Energy insists that 
its figures are only an indication 
of a car’s comparative thirst; but 
using mpg figures such as these is 
like trying to dig up archeological 
relics with a pneumatic drill— 


Marina 1300 3303 — 
4dr 3431 — 
1300L 2dr 3565 — 
4dr 3659 4030 RTR392 
1300HL 4dr 4038 4409 
1300 estate 3909 — 
1700 4dr 3733 — 
1700L 4dr 3971 4342 
1700HL 4dr 4378 4749 04/79 
1700 estate 4130 — 
1700L estate 4411 4782 
Maxi 1500 4059 — RTR263 
1750 4237 4674 
1750HL 4469 4906 
1750HLS 4591 — 
Princess 1700L 4352 4815 
1700HL 4672 5135 
1700HLS 5163 5626 
2000HL 4926 5389 
2000HLS 5441 5904 
2200HL 5316 5779 D11/78 
2200HLS 5908 6371 
BENTLEY (78 dealers) 
T2 Series — 36824 
Corniche oS 53494 
Convertible — 56808 
BMW (145 dealers) 
316 5215 — RI149 
320 6546 6983 RI149 
323i 7610 — 
518 6865 — 
520 7983 8420 D2/78 
525 9101 9538 
528i 10326 10763 
633CSi — 17673 
635CSi 18951 — 
728 11390 11921 
730 13414 13945 
733i 14691 15222 
BRISTOL (0 dealer) 
412 S2 
convertible- 
saloon aoe 31256 
603 S2 — 34576 
BUICK (5 dealers) 
Century a 9578 
CADILLAC (5 dealers) 
Seville Elegante — 21769 
Elegante (Ihd) — 19396 
Seville — 18362 
Seville (Ind) — 15989 
Fleetwood- 
Brougham 
d'Elegance — 15869 
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mere approximation is simply not 
good enough. 

The figures that DRIVE prints are 
gained by conducting test runs on 
real roads—even artificidl ‘delays’ 
are built-in so that results are 
repeatable to make car-to-car 
comparisons absolutely fair. This 
means weekend, early-morning 
and dead-of-night car-testing to 
avoid having to make unscheduled 
stops. Perfection has its price! 

Let us share some of the 
“treasures? Sthat-we- have 
encountered in the last year—and 
some of the inevitable disappoint- 
ments, too. 

The various market sectors for 
saloons and hatchbacks can be 
defined as follows, with examples 
and our ‘target’ overall mpg indi- 
cated—the sort of consumption 


What’s it called? How much does it cost? DRIVE’s superguide to the latest prices of new cars currently available in Britain 
tells you all you need to know, immediately, whether you’re buying or just browsing. And our prices aren’t just what the 
manufacturer says: we tell you the size of the cheque you can expect to write to put your new Mini or Rolls on the road, 
seatbelts, numberplates, road-fund licence and delivery paid. Want to know more? Well, if the car of your choice has a 
DRIVE/AA road-test report number beside it, you can have a copy of the best car criticism in the business. AA members 
can apply to their regional AA office—address in Handbook. Otherwise, write to DRIVE New-car Price-guide, Fanum House, 
Basingstoke, Hants, RG21 2EA. But we must now ask readers who request more than one to pay 10p for each report. 


CATERHAM CARS (0 dealers) 
Super SevenTC 4872 — 


1600GT 4404 — 
CHEVROLET (5 dealers) 
Caprice Classic — 12904 
Classic (Ind) — 10680 
Classic estate — 13028 
Classic estate 
(Ihd) — 10805 
Monte Carlo 
coupé — 9878 
Corvette (Ihd) —_— 12228 
CITROEN (260 dealers) 
2CV6 2205 — RTR118 
Dyane Weekend 2423 — D1/79 
GS special 3412 — 
estate 3702 — 
Club 3766 4009 RTR384 
Clubestate 4021 4264 D5/79 
Pallas 4182 4525 : 
CX2000 super 5929 — RTR416 
Pallas 2400 
Injection — 7932 
CX2400 Super 6613 — RTR416 
Pallas 7264 7468 
GTi 7910 — 
Prestige 
Injection 10549 10549 
Safari 6790 7121 RTR416 
S Familiale 6912 7243 
CX2500D 6866 — 
D Safari 7172) — 
D Familiale 7292 — 
COLT (318 dealers) 
1400GL 3709 4054 RTR371 
4-dr 3869 — 
GLX 3-dr 
hatchback 3919 — 
GLX 5-dr 
hatchback 4189 — 
1400 estate 4029 — 
Celeste 1600ST 4349 — 
GS 4559 — D5/78 
2000GT 4879 — 
Sigma 1600GL 4559 4904 
2000GLX 5149 5494 RTR432 
estate 5729 — 
Sapporo2000 6339 6684 
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DAIHATSU (76 dealers) 


F20 soft top 4941 — 
hard top 5101 — 
FSO soft top 
(diesel) 5435 — 
hard top 
(diesel) 5595 — 


ee 


that we have learned to be typical 
for each size of car. 

Small (under 1000cc) eg Reliant 
Kitten/Fiat 126—45mpg-plus 
Supermini (4cyl/1000cc-plus) eg 
Ford Fiesta/Renault STL—40mpg 
Intermediate (more than 1200cc) . 
eg Austin Allegro/Vauxhall 
Chevette—33—35mpg 

Medium (1500cc-plus) eg Ford 


Cortina/Austin Maxi—30—32mpg 
Executive (4cyl/2000cc) eg Vaux- 


hall Carlton/Austin Morris Prin- 
cess 2000-—25—27mpg 
Large (6cyl/2500ce-plus) eg Ford 
Granada/Rover 2600—20-22mpg 
Of course, cars, like people, 
don’t all fit neatly into categories, 
but it’s surprising how many can 
be slotted into these six groups 
without straining definitions. 
And, when we start listing the 


DATSUN (400 dealers) 
New Cherry 3-dr 


hatchback L 2897 — 
GL 3-dr 3129 — 
4-drsaloon 3192 — 
5-dr estate 3408 — 
3-dr coupé 3602 — 
Sunny 1200GLS 
2-dr 3388 — 
4-dr . 3495) -—— 
1400GLS 
2-dr —_— 3860 
4-dr — 3957 
1200 estate 3729 — 
1400 coupé 
4-speed 3829 — 
1400 fastback : 
estate 4031 — 
Violet 140J Mk3 3823 RI132M 
160J Mk3 3906 4204 
SSScoupé 4391 — 
Bluebird 160B 
Mkil 4122 — 
180B 4320 4528 
180B estate 
MkH 4584 RTR316 
180B SSS 
Mkil 4730 — 
Laurel 2litre 
MkII (PAS) 5628 5968 
2.4litre 
(PAS) 6328 6668 
Skyline 240K : 
coupé 6892 7232 
280ZX 
2-seater 8761 9104 D7/78 
280ZX 2+2 9715 10055 
280C saloon 7226 7566 
280C estate 7054 7394 
DE TOMASO (3 dealers) 
Pantera GTS 19278 — 
Longchamp —_— 21502 
Deauville — 24635 
FERRARI (17 dealers) 
Dino 308GT4 17143 — 
308GTB 18559 — 
308GTS 19453 — 
400GT 30295 30295 
512BB 32258 — 
FIAT (400 dealers) 
126 2159 — 
de Ville 2350 — D1/79 
127 900L2dr 2838 — ¥ -R1137° J 
1050L 3dr 2972 — . , 
1050C 3dr 3095 —~* % 
1050CL 3dr 3216 — * RTR429 
Sport 3578 ‘ * 
128 1300CL 3504 — N 
CL estate 3633 — ‘ 
Berlinetta Special Series 
X/19 1500 5474 — 
Mirafiori 1300L 
2dr 3555 — 
4dr 3705 — 
1600CL4dr 4367 4670 
estate 4751 5054 RTR412 
Supermirafiori 
1600TC 5025: 5328 D10/78 


actual overall consumption of cars 


tested, some interesting compari- 
sons emerge. 


Small 

For all their idiosyncracies, both 
the FIAT 126 and CITROEN DYANE 
still offer real petrol parsimony at 
47mpg, while the MINI 1000 is good 
for only 424+mpg. 


Supermini 

The FORD FIESTA is a real 
economy car; unlike so-called 
Economy Populars and Cortinas 


down to 3lmpg, which is 84mpg 
heavier than the respectable sTL. 
Also respectable, but still nothing 


that never really delivered the ASSing 


goods, the 41mpg 957L is the first 
Ford we have tested that gives 
better than 40mpg—(even the 1100 
GHIA does 38mpg). The new 
RENAULT 5 AUTOMATIC’s economy 
takes a serious tumble, however— 


PRICE-GUIDE 


special, is the new TOYOTA STAR- 
LET’s 384mpg. 


Intermediate 

Despite their low prices, the 
Eastern European imports need 
more petrol; the LADA_ 1200 
manages only 284mpg (worse 
than the new 1600, itself an 
unremarkable 291mpg), although 
the SKODA ESTELLE is a lot better 
at 34mpg, and seems hardly to 
vary, irrespective of engine size. 
The 1300cc PEUGEOT 305 (34mpg) 
and TALBOT HORIZON (331impg) 
are just average, too; but, while 
the 1500 Peugeot is a whisker 
better than its 1300 equivalent, the 
1300 Horizon is worse by 2mpg 
than its smaller-engined stable- 
mate’s 35impg. The other mem- 
ber of that newly formed trium- 


virate—CITROEN—still suffers 
from an over-developed thirst on 
its otherwise impressive GS$1220: at 
3l¢mpg, it is a classic case of a 
good car needing a bigger engine. 
Conversely, the British TALBOT 
SUNBEAM manages 39mpg_ in 
apparently under-engined 1000cc 
form—but, sadly, it is lacking in 
performance. 

Our accolade in this sector must 
go to the VW GOLF 1500 DIESEL; its 
Simpg is the best overall con- 
sumption that we have ever 
achieved—on anything! 


Medium 

It’s VW who wins the prizes in this 
group, too—the latest higher- 
geared PASSAT 1600 GLS attains 
354mpg, and that on 2-star petrol. 
It is coming in for stiff com- 


¥ 


Mirafiori Sport 5599 — 
132 2litre 5893 6234 
Strada65L 3dr 3395 — 
65L 5dr 3509 — 
65CL 3dr 3668 — 
65CL 5dr 3780 — 
75CL 3dr 4028 4337 
75CL5dr 4140 4449 
FORD (1240 dealers) 
Fiesta 950 2782 — RTR417 
950L 3092 — 
1100 2926 — 
1100L 3234 — 
1100S 3596 — 
1100 Ghia 4021 — RI170 
1300S 3784 — 
1300 Ghia 4167 — 
Escort 1100 
Popular 2783 — RI136 
1100 Popular 
plus 2904 — 
1100 Popular 
plus 4dr 3024 — 
1100L 3162 — 
1100L 4dr 3283 — 
1100 estate 3119 — 
1300 Popular 2874. — 
1300 Popular 
plus 2960 — D4/78 
1300 Popular 
plus 4dr 3191 — 
1300L 3253 3573 
1300L 4dr 3373 3693 
1300GL 3573 3893 
1300GL4dr 3693 4013 
1300Sportt 3771 — 
1300 Ghia 4191 4515 
1300 Ghia 4dr 4312 — 
1300 estate 3276 — 
1300L estate 3618 — 
1300GL 
estate 4012 — 
1600 Sportt 3880 — 
1600 Ghia 4420 4744 404/79 
Cortina 1300 3357 — 
1300 4dr 3486 — 
1300L 3583 — RTR372 
1300L 4dr 3712 — 
1600 4dr 3686. — 
1600L 3912 4236 RTR404 
1600GL 4279 4603 
1600 Ghia 5069 5393 
1600 estate 4094 — 
1600L estate 4358 4682 
1600GL estate4726 5050 
1600Ghia 
estate 5515 5839 
2000GL 4520 4844 
2000S 4807 — 
2000 Ghia 5213 5537 
2000GLestate4966 5290 RTR413 
2000 Ghia 
estate 5659 5983 
2300GL 5103 5427 
2300S 5390 — 
2300 Ghia 5795 6119 
2300GL estate5549 5873 
2300 Ghia 
estate 6242 6566 
Capri 1300L 3854 — RTR373 


1600L 4064 4388 
1600GL 4324 4648 RTR342 
1600S 4934 — 
2000GL 4580 — 
2000S 5143 — R1166 
2000 Ghia 5979 6303 
3000S 5534 — 
3000 Ghia — 6742 R114 
Granada 2000L 5409 5733 R1I128 
2000L estate 5978 — 
2100 diesel 5820 — 
2300L 5723 6047 
2300GL 6961 — 
2300L estate 6280 6604 
2800GL —_— 7438 
2800i GLS 8138 — 
2800 Ghia — 9005 
2800iGhia 9431 9755 
2800GL estate — 7967 D8/78 
2800i GLS 
estate 8519 8843 
2800 Ghia 
estate — 9418 D8/78 
2800i Ghia 
estate 9764 10088 
FORD USA (14 dealers) 
Mercury 
Monarch Ghia 
(rhd) _— 9428 
Monarch (Ihd) — 8364 
Mustang Ghia 
Turbo (Ihd) 7879 — 
HONDA (246 dealers) 
Civic 1200 3dr 3088 3318 RTR362 
1200 5dr 3288 3518 R1155 
Accord 3dr 4298 4568 RTR420 
4dr 4488 4758 D4/79 
Executive DL — 5588 
Prelude 5088 5358 


JAGUAR ROVER TRIUMPH 
(319 Jaguar-Daimler; 950 Rover-Triumph; 
486 Land-Rover; 1850 MG dealers) 


Jaguar XJ6 3.4 12651 12651 RTR380 
XJ6 4.2 13923 13923 
» Ai a aes os 16930 RTR305 
XJS = 18680 RTR394 
Daimler 
Sovereign 4.2 14658 14658 
Double-Six —_ 17682 
Vanden Plas 4.2 — 19381 
Double-Six 
Vanden Plas — 22814 
Rover 2300 6526 6916 D8/78 
2600 7378 7619 
3500 8656 8896 RTR428 
v8s 10819 11049 
Range Rover 
3.5 11325 — D2/79 
Land-Rover 
diesel 5784 — 
lwb 5952 — 
Iwb diesel 6642 — 
Iwb 6-cylinder 6211 — 
Triumph Spitfire 3916 — 
hardtop 4025 — 
Dolomite 1300 3821 — 
1500 4078 4472 
1500HL 4518 4912 


Tee ne eee 
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1850HL 5096 5490 
Sprint 6182 6321 
TR7 5456 5689 
MG Midget 3489 — 
MGB Sports 4646 — RTR243 
MGB GT 5283 — 
JEEP (16 dealers) 
CJ7 soft top 5653 — 
hard top 6068 — 
Renegade 
soft top 7197 — 
hard top 7570 — 
CJ Golden Eagle 7197 — 
hard top 7570 — 
Cherokee 4dr 
(6-cyl) 9571 9678 
S (6-cyl) _ 10551 
S V8 — 11169 D2/79 
Chief V8 — 11488 
Golden Eagle 
Chief — 11828 
LADA (195 dealers) 
1200 2300 — R1175 
estate 2620 — 
1300ES 2691 — D4/78 
1500 estate 2758 — 
1500ES estate 3168 — 
1600 2971 — R1173 
1600ES 3373 — R1173 
Niva 4287 — 
LANCIA (135 dealers) 
Beta 1300 4312 — 
1600 5144 — 
2000 5437 — Rl171 
2000ES 5817. — 
Beta coupe 5111 — 
1600 5826. — 
2000 6302 — 
BetaSpyder2000 6849 — 
Beta HPE1600 6574 — 
2000 7106 — 
Gamma Berlina 8010 
Gran Turismo 10009 — 
LOTUS (58 dealers) 
Elite 501 14452 14998 
502 15444 — 
503 15983 — 
504 — 16225 
Eclat 520 12866 — 
521 13864 14413 
522 14882 — 
523 15421 — 
524 15651 
Esprit 14086 — 
MASERATI (9 dealers) 
Merak SS 19054 — 
Kyalami 25757 — 
Khamsin 28248 — 
MAZDA (260 dealers) 
1000 hatchback 3030 — 
1300 hatchback 3456 — D4/78 
1300 hatchback 
5dr 3616 — RTR424 
1.4 Special 
hatchback 3829 — 


1400 hatch 5dr — 3956 
1400 estate 3829 — D5/79 
Montrose 
1600GL 4254 — 
GLS 4521 — 
2000GLS 4840 5160 
GLS coupé 5319 — 
2000 estate 5486 5811 
MERCEDES-BENZ (96 dealers) 
200 7928 — 
200D 8104 — 
230 — 9070 
230C a 11057 
240D 9086 9682 
240D Iwb 14199 14639 
240TD estate 10586 10586 
250 — 10490 
250T ~= 11864 
250 Iwb — 14199 
300D — 11302 
280E —_— 12507 
280SE —_— 14614 
280CE — 13581 
280TE estate —_ 13993 
350SE a 16996 
350SL — 16825 
450SE — 18295 
450SEL — 19317 
450SL — 17976 
450SLC — 21143 
450SEL 6.9 — 30632 
MORGAN (18 dealers) 
4/4 1600 5167 — 
| 4-str 5684 — 
Plus 8 7547 — 
OPEL (237 dealers) 
Kadett Economy 2915 — 
DL 3165 3607 
CityDL 3dr 3238 3680 
Special 3426 3868 
Special 3dr 3537 3978 
Speciai4dr 3515 3957 
Special estate 3740 4182 RTR338 
coupé 3659 3996 
Ascona 3814 — 
4dr 3938 — 
DL 4257 4541 
1:6DL 4379 4796 
1. *2.0DL 4599 5016 
| 2.0 Berlina 4978 5395 
Manta 2.0 
| Berlinetta 
| hatchback 5744 6161 
coupe 5615 6032 RTR407 
Rekord 
4dr saloon 5506 5950 
Berlina 5809 6253 D12/78 
Berlina HL 6676 7120 
estate DL 6695 7139 
DL diesel 6544 6988 
estate DL 
diesel 7057 7501 
Senator — 11393 
Monza coupé 11703 11703 


PANTHER (35 De Ville, 3 Lima dealers) 
J72 4.2 19301 19721 
' de Ville 5.3 


WIPO. ONECAT CAPECUIALIUING 


petition from HONDA’s five-gear 
ACCORD, notching 35mpg. More 
recently, the new RENAULT 18TS 
has achieved 354mpg, too—albeit 
on a diet of 4-star—but this car’s 
GTS stablemate should do even 
better with its five-speed gearbox. 
A generous fuel tank also gives it 
a remarkable effective range of 
365miles. 

At the moment, these three fast- 
but-frugal cars are clearly ahead 
of the rest in the important family- 
cum-fleet-car sector. Even the 
otherwise-impressive VAUXHALL 
CAVALIER 1600 is a 30mpg car, 
although the slow-but-sure 1300 
version did manage 354;mpg. The 
new FIAT SUPERMIRAFIORI (admit- 
tedly in automatic form) manages 
only 26mpg, and the recent con- 
version from auto to manual 
improves the VOLVO 343 to a still- 


, aha La 


Yl 
saloon —— 53350 
convertible — 64575 
‘Lima 7908 8351 
Lima Turbo 9719 — 
PEUGEOT (253 dealers) 
104GL 3140 — RTR406 
104ZL 3118 — 
104SL 3497 — RTR406 
104ZS 3664 — RI146 
104S 3970 — 
304GL estate 3783 — RTR386 
304SL estate 4070 — 
305GL 3958 — D9/78 
305GR 4284 — D9/78 
305SR 4668 — RI162 
305GRD (diesel) 4957 — 
504 4775 5347 R1174 
504 estate 5350 — 
504 diesel 5479 — RI125 
504 diesel estate6023. — 
504GL 5491 6063 RI159 
504GL estate 5957 6529 
504GL diesel 6282 — RTR425 
504T| 6017 6589 RTR358 
504 Family 5996 6568 
504 Family 
diesel estate 6787 — 
604SL 8276 8846 RTR391 
604TI 9417 9828 RI167 
POLSKI FIAT (125 dealers) 
125P 2498 — RTR379 
estate 2860 — 
Polonez 3319 — 
PONTIAC (5 dealers) 
Firebird 
Trans-Am — 9864 
PORSCHE (18 dealers) 
924 9276 9755 D/7/78 
924 Lux 9755 10133 
911SC (coupé 
or targa) 15665 — 
911SC (sport 
coupé or targa) 17527 — 
928 22000 22000 
Turbo 28123 — 
PORTARO (30 dealers) 
Pampas250D 6066 — 
250DL 6411 — 
250DPU 6513. — 
250DP 6637 — 
RELIANT (260 dealers) 
Robin 850 2462 — 
estate 2663 — 
Super Robin 850 2833. — 
estate 2965 — 
Kitten DL 2795 — 
DL estate 2983 — 
Scimitar GTE 8971 9119 RTR303 
RENAULT (420 dealers) 
4 2672 — RTR364 
4TL 2885 — RTR364 
5 2867 — 
5TL 3237. — D3/78 
5GTL 3412 — RI143 
5TS 3786 — RTR370 


modest 321mpg. The new O-Series 
engine has done nothing for the 
larger MORRIS MARINA’s economy 
(291mpg); in this respect it is 
worse than the old 1800 B-Series 
unit. On the other hand, the FORD 
ESCORT 1600 goes a lot better than 
its smaller brethren, yet uses no 
more fuel than any of them: 344 
mpg in a 1600 is more satisfying 
than 35mpg in an 1100 POP. 


Executive 

It is in this prestige 2litre market, 
where perhaps more money can 
be spent on the finer details, that 
improvement is most generally 
marked, and it is becoming 
increasingly normal to get within 
a fraction of 30mpg overall—the 
RENAULT 20TS, MAZDA MONTROSE 
and FIAT 132 are recent confirma- 
tions of this trend, with the VAUX- 


HALL CARLTON/OPEL REKORD not 
far behind at 28mpg. The LANCIA 
BETA 2000 (26}+mpg) and BMW 520 
(244mpg) are therefore something 
of a disappointment. 

By contrast, the six-cylinder 
AUSTIN MORRIS PRINCESS 2200's 
27mpg is really very commend- 
able. The BMW 323i is another six 
that doesn’t let power go to its 
head, managing 26+mpg as well 
as scintillating performance. In 
fact, it is the sporting cars that 
have acquitted themselves best in 
our mpg tests. Putting a powerful 
machine through a set consump- 
tion-test programme reveals its 
efficiency in mpg terms rather 
than in get-up-and-go; results 
such as a remarkable 364mpg on 
the nippy FIAT X1/9 1500 and 304 
mpg on the exotic PORSCHE 924 are 
good cases in point. 


5 auto — 


3861 

5 Gordini 4836 — 
6TL 3454 — RTR364 
12 3334 — RTR385 
12TL 3689 — RTR385 

estate 4108 — RTR374 
14TL 3640 — RTR414 
14GTL 3764 — 
15GTL 4616 — D6/78 
16TL 4410 4777 RTR291 
16TX 5337 5704 RTR359 
17TS 5696 — 
18TL 3895 — 
18TS 4242 — 
18GTL 4459 — 
18GTS 4930 — 
18 auto — 5042 
20TL 5214. — RTR409 
20LS 5909 6182 
20TS 6339 6612 D12/78 
30TS 7498 7909 RI134 
30TX 8884 9157 


ROLLS-ROYCE (78 dealers) 
Silver Shadow I] — 36824 RTR312 


Silver Wraith I] — 43353 
Corniche — 53494 
Convertible _— 56808 
Camargue _— 65142 
SAAB (190 dealers) 
99GL 2dr 5105 — 
99GL 4dr 5558 6037 RTR419 
900GL 3dr 6244 — 
9OO0GLS 3dr 6511 7043 
900GLS 5dr 6782 7389 
9O0EMS 3dr 7874 — 
S9OOGLE 5dr —_ 8619 
Turbo 3dr 9705 — 
Turbo 5dr 10088 — 
SIMCA (650 dealers) 
1100GLS Special3060 — RTR357 
SKODA (285 dealers) 
S110R coupé 2274 — 
105S 2115 — 
105L 2221 — D1/79 
120L 2328 — 
120LS 2693 — RI169 
SPARTAN (0 dealer) 
Sports 2-str 4327 — 
2+2 4647 — 
SUBARU (61 dealers) 
1600DL 2dr 3313. — 
4dr 3462 3873 D6/78 
Custom 4dr 3649 — 
coupé 3325 — 
GFT 3861 — 
DL estate 3687 — 
4wd estate 4578 — D2/79 
SUZUKI (20 dealers) 
LJ80 4wd 3310 — 
LJ80V 4wd 3760 — 
TALBOT (650 dealers) 
Sunbeam 1.0LS 2968 — R1l164 


1.0GL 3232 — 


13ES 3202 3563 

1.3GL 3466 3827 

1.6GL 3610 3971 £D6/78 

1.6GLS 4011 4372 

1.6Ti 4378 — 

Avenger 1.3LS 3298 3659 D9/78 

1.3GL 3775 4136 

1.3LS estate 3683 4044 

1.3GLestate 4185 4546 

1.6LS 3425 3786 

1.6GL 3902 4263 RTR405 

1.6GLS 4272 4633 RTR339(a) 

1.6LS estate 3810 4171 

1.6GLestate 4312 4673 
Horizon LS 

(1118cc) 3328 — 

LS (1294cc) 3480 — 

GL(1118cc) 3793 — D5/79 

GL(1294cc) 3945 — 

GLS (1294cc) 4324 — 

180 4325 — 

2 litre 5086 5425 RTR308 

Alpine LS 
(1294cc) 3879 — RI151 

LS (1442cc) 4058 — 

GL(1294cc) 4284 — 

GL(1442cc) 4545 — 

GLS (1442cc) 5201 — RTR381 
MatraRancho 6436 — RTR381 
TOYOTA (232 dealers) 

StarletGL3dr 3179 — D3/79 

GL 5dr 3276 — D3/79 
1200 3dr 3408 — 

1200 5dr 3510 — RTR399 
Corolla 

30-1200DL2dr3144 — 
1200DL 4dr 3263 3469 

estate 3531 — 

1600 Liftback 3915 — 

Carina 1G00DL 3976 4269 D10/78 
estate 4277 — 
Celica 1600ST 
coupé 4465 — 
2000ST 
Liftback 4858 — RTR423 
2000XT 
Liftback 5598 5795 
2000GT 
Liftback 5903 — 
Cressida 
2000DL 4674 4985 

estate 5026 5161 

Crown 2600 

Super — 8126 
Corona 1800 

Liftback 5404 5604 
TVR (28 dealers) 
3000M 8196 — 

convertible 8931 — 
Taimar 9185 — D7/78 
Turbo 12196 — 

convertible 12931 — 
Taimar Turbo 13185 — 


VAUXHALL (650 dealers) 


Chevette E 2454 — 
E 3dr 3001 — 
E 4dr 3077. — 
2dr 3234 — 


Large 

The gas-guzzling large saloon is 
no longer commonplace in 
Europe: the silky V8 power plant 
of the five-geared ROVER 3500 com- 
fortably attains 244mpg, and an 
auto 2600 will do the same. The 
co-op-engined flagships from 
PEUGEOT - RENAULT - VOLVO — the 
604, 30 and 264—manage almost as 
well with their common V6, but 
FORD’s GRANADA 2.8 seems a bit 
thirstier, as is the burly MERCEDES 
280E; both manage only 21 mpg in 
auto form. A fascinating test was 
that to establish the unusual AUDI 
100’s five-cylinder consumption. In 
carburettor form, the AVANT pro- 
duced 263mpg, which would be 
good for a_ six-cylinder but 
unremarkable on a four; rather 
a predictable compromise, per- 
haps... PETER DENAYER 


PRICE-GUIDE 


L 3dr 3280 
L 4dr 3356 — RTR396 
L estate 3657. — 
GL 3dr 3638 — D3/79 
GL 4dr 3714 — 

2300HS 3dr 6119 — 

Viva'E 3052 — RTR378 
E 4dr 3174 — 
1300L 2dr 3331 — 

L 4dr 3453. — 
L estate 3699 — 
GLS estate 4131 — 
GLS 2dr 3762 — 
GLS 4dr 3884 — 
1800GLS 4dr 4084 4419 

Cavalier 1300L 3717 — D9/78 
1300L 4dr 3839 — D9/78 
1600L 2dr 3917 4334 RTR382 
1600L 4dr 4040 4457 R!163(a) 
GL 4dr 4421 4838 
Sportshatch 5128 5545 
2000GL 4dr 4656 5073 RI152 
GLS coupé 5318 5735 RTR407 
Sportshatch 5364 5781 

Carlton 2000 5634 6078 D12/78 
estate 5dr 6187 6631 

Royale 9872 9872 
coupé 10220 10220 

VOLKSWAGEN (350 dealers) 

PoloN900 3dr 2969 — RTR408 
L900 3dr 3278 — RTR408 
GLS 1100 

3dr 3667 — RTR408 
Derby 
$1100 2dr 3118 — 
LS1100 2dr 3480 — D3/79 
GLS1300 2dr 3816 — RI168 
Golf N1100 3dr 3278 — 
L1100 5dr 3747 — RTR411 
LD (diesel) 
1500 5dr 4481 — RI160 
GL1100 3dr 3880 — 
LS1460 3dr 3848 4133 
GLS1460 5dr 4311 4596 D6/78 
GTI1600 3dr 5131 — 
Passat LS 1600 
5dr 4817 5129 RTR388 
GLS1600 5dr 5152 5464 = RI165 
LS estate 4966 5278 
GLS estate 5440 5752 
Scirocco 
GLS 1600 
coupé 5440 5752 D6/79 
GLi 6243. — 
Storm 6808 — 

VOLVO (229 dealers) 

343DL 4037 4201 D10/78 

244DL 6003 6469 RTR426 

244GL + o/d 7315 7663 RTR426 

244GLE 7942 8291 

245DL estate 6688 7153 RTR368 

245GLE estate 8022 8376 

264GL 8458 8805 

264GLE 9574 9921 RTR395 

265GL 8610 8955 

265GLE estate 9383 9729 

262C coupé 13673 13993 

264TE .- 

Limousine — 18410 


Gulp a gallona? 
' So you think that you’re being 
hard done by, having to pay 


port-fuel needs, Britain’s coal 
yield will need to be increased 


- from 110milliontons to 180million 


tons a year; the capital will also 
have to be found to build 30 lique- 
faction plants. The good news is 


_ that there’s coal to keep us motor- 
_ ing on ‘for centuries’. 


@ 


-£1.20-plus for a gallon of 
_ petrol. In fact, it’s cheap when 
- you consider that the price 


includes the cost of geological 


survey-work, oil exploration, 
crude production, vast pipeline 
networks, transportation halfway 
across the world, refining, 
delivery to your local, down-town 
filling station, and a 45% excise 
and VAT levy. 

Now match that little lot against 


the cost of a pinta. Can the 


upkeep of a cow in an English 
field, plus the £p involved in 
extracting the milk and then 
transporting it a few miles, pas- 
teurising it, bottling it and 
delivering it (free of any Excise 
duty and VAT), really be the 
same as petroleum manufacture? 
True, Britain’s motorists con- 
sume four times as much petrol 
as the nation laps up milk. Yet 
the fact remains that the price of 
eight silvertop pintas, as we go to 


Btess. 18..<2.£1.20. & 


Another fine meths.. . 


It can be made from oil, North 
Sea gas or any plant. Indeed, all 
it needs is a source of carbon... 
and a multi-million-pound chemi- 
cal works. 

The ‘it? is methanol, and at 
present, 30,000 tons of it is mixed 
with petrol each year by sporting 
enthusiasts, like drag racers, who 
don’t particularly mind paying 
£1.50 for a gallon that goes no- 
where. But, according to ICI, sole 
producers of methanol in the UK, 
it couldn’t hope to supply enough 
methanol even to dampen the 
filler-caps of Britain’s 14 million 
cars .. . and, if ever it could, cars 
would need modifications costing 
at least £100 to overcome the 
corrosive properties of methanol. 
(Don’t forget, it’s used as a 
solvent, and can do nasty things 
to plastic and rubber.) 

On a quick DRIVE calculation, 
Britain could save 5% of its petrol 
bill by producing an extra 600,000 
tons of methanol a year. But it 
would take at least two years just 


to build the factory. 


Pump gossip 
‘People should now understand 
that the era of cheap petrol is 
over, and saving is the order of 
the day.’ At a time when Shell 
slammed its 4-star price up by 7p, 
and when some other garages 
were selling a gallon for £1.40, 
that statement by Motor Agents 
Association director general Alan 


Dix could hardly be classified as 
a shock revelation. 

Mr Dix, attempting to convince 
motorists that they were not 
alone in their suffering, went on 
to stress that many garages were 
having to pay £1.20 a gallon to 


get supplies from the extor- 
tionate Rotterdam ‘spot market’. 
Garages, he said, needed to 


make an absolute minimum of 
10% to cover rent, rates, wages 
and other costs and provide a 
reasonable profit. (Back in the 
mists of time, when petrol could 
still be bought for 99.9p, the net 
profit was around 1|.6p.) 
Cut-backs in deliveries—up to 
20% in many cases—were largely 
to blame. Garages could not be 
faulted for putting up their prices 
to make up for loss of turnover, 
could they? Thus argued Mr Dix, 
adding that 3548 filling stations 
had gone out of business since 
1975, and predicting that a further 
1000 would follow by 1980. 

The number of garages going to 
the wall is undeniable. The Insti- 
tute of Petroleum listed nearly 
1500 sites which ceased to sell 
petrol last year (the highest 
total since 1971), leaving 28,295 
outlets throughout the country. 
The 527 self-service sites, while 
comprising only 18% of all out- 


lets, now sell more than half of 
all petrol in the UK. 

Alternative account @ ) 
What can be done to curb the 
price-spiral of oil? Prior to the 
Tokyo Summit, but in the wake of 
exhortations from President 
Carter and Sheikh Yamani, 
Brussels voted to spend up to £63 
million of European cash over the 


next five years on the develop- 
ment of alternative-energy sources. 


‘Actually, with the cost of petrol being 
what it is, these days, I was rather 
hoping I'd fail.’ 


The bulk of this—some £33 
million—is to be devoted to the 
gasification and liquefaction of 
solid fuel, plus £15million each: 
for geothermal and solar energy. 


Computer-car 

Still on the subject of fuel, Talbot 
has fitted a ‘trip computer’ to its 
Horizon GLS to provide drivers 
with precise information such as 
mpg and fuel efficiency. These 


continued on page 13 
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MY KIND OF PLACE 
An inspector 
Calls 


WHEN PLANNING that special 
night out, the chances are that 
you get a friend to recommend a 
place . .. and finish up reserving a 
table at a romantic restaurant 
Up West, or miles out in the 
countryside. Somehow, the idea 
of popping down to the little 
French or Italian place in the 
local High Street at once kills off 
all sense of occasion. 

But isn’t it all in the mind? Sure- 
ly, as long as the food, the wine 
and the service are memorable, 
the atmosphere intimate and 
relaxing, in the end the success 
of the evening is dependent on the 
effort that you put into it—the 
conversation, the togetherness. 
The restaurant hasn’t yet been 
built that provides these. 

In any case, there’s now another 
important consideration: the 
high cost of petrol, and the need 
to Save It. And with this in mind, 
DRIVE invited three AA restau- 
rant inspectors to sample the 


gourmet scene in three suburban 
areas in different parts of the 
country, to find out if they could 
hold a dinner-time candle to the 
ritzier places farther afield. In 
each instance, the report came 
back: ‘Good! As good as, if not 
better than, many places in the 
West End...’ 

Jean Pierre Mifsud, based at the 
AA’s south-east region Tedding- 
ton headquarters, tried Les 
Amoureaux (>), a small bistro in 
Merton Hall Rd, Wimbledon, 
S London. Run by a husband- 
and-wife team, French-trained 
chef Nigel Thomson and former 
Bunny-girl Angela Scott-Forbes, 
the eating place is described by 
Mifsud as ‘a serious restaurant 
with competent, enjoyable cook- 
ing’. The short French menu, he 
records, is ‘interesting’ and, 
changing daily, comprises 10 
starters, an equal number of main 
courses, and at least half a dozen 
sweet selections. 

The fare, he goes on, is ‘simple 
and prepared with good quality 
ingredients’, the service ‘friendly 
and attentive’, and the decor 
‘pretty and rather feminine’. 
Cost, from around £7.50 a head, 
including wine and VAT, repre- 
sents good value. 

Bill Phillips had just as en- 
couraging things to say about 
Jonathan’s (*X#), a tiny res- 
taurant set back from the busy 
Wolverhampton Rd _ junction 
with Hagley Rd at Oldbury, 
Birmingham. Its speciality is 
authentic Victorian cooking, and 
the setting—with lots of period 


bric-a-brac—gives the place 
authentic atmosphere. Vegetable 
offerings are a particular feature, 
says Phillips; at least five 
varieties appear with each meal. 
‘I especially liked carrots with 
fennel, swede with walnuts, mush- 
rooms with apricot, and pan 
hagarty,’ he reports. 

To round off the meal with 
something completely different, 
Phillips suggests ‘a cuppa’— 
though that could be easier said 
than done, as there are 15 differ- 
ent brews of tea to choose from. 
The all-in cost: about £11 a head, 
including wine. 

North of the border, AA expert 
Andy Brownlee recently treated 
his brother and sister-in-law to 
dinner at La Bavarde (*x®), a 
little French restaurant in New 
Kirk Rd, Bearsden, six miles 
from the centre of Glasgow. ‘We 
had an unforgettable night,’ he 
reports. ‘The English translation 
of the restaurant’s name _ is 
“chatterbox”, and certainly it 
lived up to that. 

‘The place is really alive, the 
atmosphere bright and breezy. 
And the helpfulness of the owner, 
Armenio “Tony” Trevisan, is a 
delight. He visits every table, and 
describes the cooking of each dish 
and the sauces.’ 

Brownlee’s verdict: ‘The menu 
provides more than a medium 
range of offerings, and Beef 
Wellington (fillet steak in biscuit 
case) is recommended. 
The price: from £8.50 
a head, including 
aperitif and wine. 


When he returned a day later, the Honda was up 
to its neck in water. Worse, it stayed that way for nearly 


HIS is a true story about a Honda Accord, a very 
wet night, and what reliability really means when 
24 hours. 


the going gets tough. 
The Honda Accord is SLW 985R, and the very wet night 


was February 12th, 1978. 
That’s the night the Accord’s owner parked near 
the banks of the Medway. 
The night of thunderstorms. And flooding. SLW 985R as itis today 
c._ O/HEAD CAM ENGINES ree eta RETAIL F 


FOR FURTHER INFORMATION ON THE RANGE OF HONDA CARS PLEASE CONTACT YOUR LOCAL HONDA DEALER ACCORD RANGE POWERED BY 1602 
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After the river subsided, the Accord started. 
First time. 


Still with a boot full of Medway, it was driven to 
a garage for a dry out and clean up. 


That was well over a year and 12,000 miles ago. 
Today, the car still shines. 


The original electric systems still work perfectly. 
The engine still runs sweetly, on 2-star petrol. 


KOM £4160 -£5450" AVAILABLE WITH POWER ASSISTED STEERING AT EXTRA COST (STANDARD ON EX 


And it’s still a one owner car. 


In fact, the only reminder of the flood has been 
the bonnet release cable. It needed re-greasing. 


The moral is, if you want a hard luck story, don’t 
buy a Honda. 


HON DA 
ENGINEERING AT ITS BEAUTIFUL BEST 
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Tuppeny 
wonders 


FOR THOSE in the hunt for gallon- 
stretching cars, look no further 
than the Datsun Cherry and the 
Fiat 128/124. For, according to 
the latest DRIVE Index of Motor- 
ing Costs (right), these top the 
economy league. In the 12 months 
ending April, they returned a fuel- 
cost-per-mile of just 2.38p and 
2.41p respectively. 

Others in this period to keep the 
cost of petrol to under 3p per mile 
were: BL Mini 1000 (2.64p) and 
Mini 850 (2.66p), Vauxhall Chev- 
ette and Fiat 500/127 (2.68p), 
Datsun Sunny (2.83p)—car test, 
page 28—Morris Marina 1300 
(2.85p), Vauxhall Viva (2.88p), 
Austin Allegro (2.93p) and Ford 
Cortina 1300 (2.95p). 

But the overall picture is far 
from bright. Exceptionally high 
outgoings on servicing and repairs 
in March and April increased 
total annual motoring costs to 
£636.12—the highest so _ far 
recorded. That’s £26.55 more 
than last time, and the reason why 
our Index now stands at 208. 

In fact, servicing and repair 
costs increased by £18.33. And, 
reflecting the start of higher prices 
at the pumps, petrol costs jumped 
by a penny over £5 to £288.12. 
Expenditure on accessories also 
increased (by a third), while 
insurance went up by £1.20 to 
£54.81. Only oil and ‘other costs’ 
have shown small decreases. 

The rises mean that, for the 12 
months ending April 1979, it has 
cost the average motorist more 
than 7p a mile to run his car, 
more than double the amount 
logged in October 1973, when the 
DRIVE Index began. 

The leap in servicing and repair 
bills has particularly hit British 
cars, notably the Ford Escort 
1100/Popular, Escort 1300, 
Chrysler Hunter and Austin 
Maxi. An average British car 
now costs 7.06p per mile to run, 
compared to 6.62p for an average 
foreign car. Japanese and 
German models, at 6.43p and 
6.47p per mile respectively, are 
the most economical. 

Cheapest of all to run are the 
Datsun Cherry and Volkswagen 
Golf/Polo, at 4.95p and 4.99p 
per mile respectively, 
followed by Vaux- 
hall’s Chevette (5.07p) 
and Cavalier (5.19p). 
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Average 
monthly 
mileage 


MONTH-BY-MONTH 
ANALYSES (all cars) AND 
ENGINE RATING 
ANALYSES (post-1969 cars) 

une 1978 ° 

uly 1978 

ugust 1978 
September 1978 
October 1978 
November 1978 
December 1978 
anuary 1979 
February 1979 
March 1979 
April 1979 
TOTAL (for year) 
—900cc 
901—1100cc 
1101—1300cc 
1301—1500cc 


1501—1700cc 


1701cc + 


(= 


Austin Morris Mini 850 | 

Mini 1000 

1100/1300 

Allegro 

Maxi 1500/1750 

Marina 1300 

Marina 1800 

1800/2200 

Princess 

Chrysler Talbot |mp 

Hunter 1500/1750 

Datsun Cher 

Sunn 

Fiat 128/124 

Fiat 500/127 

Ford Escort 1100/Popular 
scort 1300 


Cortina 1600 


Capri 1600 

Granada/Consul 

Rover 2000/3500 
i h 2000/PI 

Simca 1000/1100 

Vauxhall Viva 

Chevette 

Cavalier 

VW Beetle 

Golf/Polo 

All Chrysler UK 

Ford 

Leyland 

Vauxhall 

All British 

All Fiat 

Renault 

Simca 

Volvo 

All French 

talian 

Japanese 

W German 

All Foreign 
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COST OF MOTORING: May 1978—April 1979 
[IN DEX oct 1973 = 100 |102 |204| 206 | 


Cost 
per mile 
(pence) 


Petrol 


¢ | 24.38| 081 | 1188 | 
5 | 24.92 089 | 1419] 031 | 441 | 850 | 
Cs 


eB | 24.72! 054 | 15.01 | 038 


| 17.88 | 0.47 | 1321] 1.00 | 4.35 | 7.63 | 


rs) 


a. 23:91 | 0.56 924| 042 | 425 | 7.26 | 45.64 | 
32.80 | 0.51 | 7.85 | 68.69 | 


22.77 |_0.77 913 | 359 | 482 | 7.04 | 4g 
f 35.77 18.94 | 029 | 577 57.8 
117.1 41 


20.46 | 0.70 | 14.08 


35.41 


9 29.18] 0.62 | 16.55 4.81 8.00 | 60.83 


| 24.11| 0.79 | 1470] 0.22 | 445 | 8.21 | 52.48 | 
9 25.52 | 
| 18.33| 0.50 _| 


22.20 


21 17.24| 0.23 | 14.80 
5 | 25.90| 0.41 


Average monthly costs (£) excluding depreciation 


25.64 | 0.78 10.42 | 1.03 
0.84 | 15.08 | 0.65 
24.49 | 0.64 TRF ee 


15.24 | 0.37 


97 | 244 | 146 | 183 | 207 | 208 | 


Servicing 
repairs 


@ 
4.33 705 


1.01 


f 23.12 |) 1.70. > |) 14.147) 0.5854 60a 508) 
| 19.54] 0.40 12.49 | 2.00 
7.39 
6 | 25.80| 085 | 20.11 | 205 | 480 | 7.03 
05 | 288.12 | 9.49 | 178.18 | 12.27 | 54.81 | 93.24 | 


7.76 


| 10.37 | 0.86 | 4.06 | 5.82 | 36.72 | 
11.32 | 097 | 420 | 686 | 38.21 | 
11.16 | 1.99 


0.30 


1.00 


q_26.33| 0.77 | 2385] 062 | 459 | 7.45 |763.61) 


R510) 


0.40 | 26.78 | 1.98 
| 62.31 | 


0.50 1.22 7.48 


26.86 | 2.79 


| 0.00 | 3.54 | 5.95 | 34.14 | 
| 0.67 | 433 | 6.74 | 63.53 | 
2.03 =| 4.194) 8.77) Me maee 


tS 
0.92 
0.53 


8.45 
16.90 
25.04 


0.53 7.63 | 0.51 
| 0.77 5.45 “eso 


0.50 19.63 


4.30 4.53 7.56 


0.84 


| 20.72 | 2.16 | 4.66 | 

15.09 | 0.95 | 

| 10.28 | 0.86 | 5.18 | 8.89 | 54.91 | 
| 5.89 | 7.93 | 


17.38 0.02 


5.22 | 026 | 463 | 853 | 41.30 | 
5.64 | 9.74 | 59.61, 


0.44 


8.39 
| 18.49/ 0.44 | 7.76/ 0.00 | 4.10 | 833 | 39.12 | 
| 24.21 |-0.09. |. 23.10] = 0.008] 5:01:5) 96.96 7 Rasaama 
| 24.80] 0.82 | 16.32| 118 | 4.34 | 7.69 | 55.16 | 


7.69 


7.21 


20.91 3) 15350) 4.20 414.66 4] 97.21 eee 


| 0.78 | 15.67] 1.21 | 4.65 | 7.67 | 55.50 | 
0.40 | 19.62] 0.42 | 4.87 | 7.13 | 54.64 | 
| 7.04| 0.76 | 685 | 865 | 49.62 | 
| 17.18] 0.57 | 494 | 6.81 | 52.59] 
| 11.65| 0.02 | 5.58 | 7.37 | 45.31 | 
| 15.36| 0.27 | 5.69 | 7.29 | 53.65 | 


0.27 
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So @e 
The biggest range of cars in the world. 
Gauntlet is the name you'llfindon with complete confidence. Confidencein - ae yt 
the best used cars. the car. And confidence in the dealer who | 
They can be any make or model, sells it. | 
British or foreign. So if you're about to enter the used 
_ And you'll only find them at car jungle, be sure and look for that | 
specially selected BL Cars dealers. helping hand. . 
Ford, Vauxhall, Chrysler, Fiat, | eek. SERRE JOEY SORIA None eT ENE ~~ 
Renault and Datsun are just a few of the | | 
makes that can wear the Gauntlet sign. \ “== a — | Gauntlet 
But only if they come up to scratch! | 


Because the idea behind 
Gauntlet is to let you buy ‘used’ 


ae gee I Ssuusedcars ‘ 


Protectol Rustproofing 


‘Three hard facts 
provetomeit’s | 
the best. Andit’s 
nearer, too!’ 


‘Protectol is now Britain’s biggest name in 
rustproofing. Your local station should be just 
a short drive away. Call in, and ['m certain you'll 
agree it gives the best rustproofing a car can get: 
“These three facts convince me: (Stirling Moss) 


It’s the cleaner system 


True 2nd generation rustproofing means you'll never suffer 
that ‘dripping tarbrush’ finish. Otherwise it’s not Protectol. 


It’s got rustproofing’s only 
[2 year guarantee: 


For Protectol’s unequalled Gold Seal system. And it’s 
transferable. Try matching that anywhere else! 


The AA Sealof Approval. 


It speaks for itself. The Protectol system has it- 
and aims to keep it. You know you'll get the cleaner, surer 
rustproofing from Protectol. 


*Protectol’s growing nationwide - too fast for the Yellow ee ®) 
So for full details of your nearest station and our guarantees, 
ask the telephone operator for FREEFONE 5519 | 

Or clip this coupon and send to Protectol (Rustproofing) Ltd, 
FREEPOST, Galgate, Barnard Castle, Co. Durham DL12 8BG. 


No stamp needed. 


Name __ 


Definitely the best protection a car can get. 


(4) 58 70 


Address __ 


CURIOUSLY, the world’s drive to 
save energy could create big 
dividends for investors. Shares 
in oil companies are the obvious 
favourites, and not only because 
they should benefit from the rising 
price of their product. The com- 
panies themselves have vast 
scope for fuel economies which 
can be fed into their profits. 

Few people realise that the oil 


giants use the equivalent of one 
tenth of the oil they produce— 
in tanker fuel (at sea and on the 
roads), and in power for their 
refineries. The Fawley refinery, 
for example, uses about the same 
amount of power as neighbouring 
Southampton, a city of more 
than 200,000 people. 

All the major oil companies are 
initiating massive energy-saving 
programmes, and any well- 
balanced portfolio of shares 
should include some Shell, BP 
or Burmah. 

Pilkington Brothers, the glass- 
makers, is another two-way 
winner, having cut its own con- 
sumption of energy by more than 
8% in three years while at the 
same time benefiting from the 
spread of double-glazing and 
glassfibre insulation. Its profits 
have quadrupled since 1972. 

An engineering heavyweight 
aiming to gain from the petrol- 
saving drive is Guest Keen and 
Nettlefolds. Its chairman, Battle- 
of-Britain pilot Sir Barrie Heath, 
stresses in his latest report to 


shareholders: ‘The swing to front- 
wheel drive, particularly marked 
in North America, is mainly a 
result of the need for fuel econ- 
omy. Smaller, lighter cars in the 
US will soon resemble European 
cars in style and size.’ 

GKN is cashing-in on that swing 
by building a big new plant in 
North Carolina to make constant- 
velocity joints for front-wheel- 
drive transmissions. 

Another engineering favourite 
is Green’s Economiser, a Wake- 
field, W Yorkshire, firm with a 
130-year-long record of helping 
industry to save energy. (Its 
founder, Edward Green, pio- 
neered a method of using the 
waste heat from the steam boilers 
that powered textile mills.) The 
company’s equipment is used in 
power stations to trap and re-use 
waste heat, and also in marine 
diesel engines and other installa- 
tions. It has had a good profit 
record, and, although it suffered 
a setback in the first half of last 
year, there was a remarkable 
recovery in the second half that 


looks like being sustained in the 
forseeable future. 

One of the most successful lines 
in the Holt Lloyd range of car- 
care products is Redex UCL. This 
company turned-in record profits 
of £3,500,000 for last year, an 
increase of more than 20°, and 
profits have more than doubled 
in three years. 

Finally, a less-obvious bene- 
ficiary of the Save It campaign is 
Dreamland, Europe’s biggest 
maker of electric blankets. Its 
profits jumped to _ nearly 
£1,200,000 last year, compared 
with £740,000 in 1977. Chairman 
Frederick Williams said that 
demand was strong throughout 
the year, winter and summer, 
adding: ‘There is little doubt that 
the high cost of fuel and a con- 
cern throughout the world for 
energy conservation has en- 
couraged the obvious economy 
of heating the bed and not the 
entire room’. And it 
helps you dream about 
your investments.. 

ROBERT HEAD 
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continued from page 7 

Statistics, together with distance 
travelled, average speed, etc, are 
displayed on a fluorescent panel. 


None so blind 
Rene Herail, a lecturer in French 
at Leeds University, is pressing 
for worldwide adoption of this 
roadsign in a bid to cut what he 
describes as ‘an alarming toll of 
pedestrians involved in accidents 
while emerging from blind exits’. 
The question is: would motorists 
identify the impending hazard? 
When DRIVE asked AA staff 


‘colleagues to interpret the sign, 


no fewer than 16 wrong answers 
were recorded. 

Among the suggestions submit- 
ted: ‘Beware! Manchester United 
in town’; ‘Danger—man swept 
away by waterfall’; ‘Take care. 
Indian rope trick ahead’; ‘Look- 
out for falling corkscrews’; even 
‘Beware of snakes running up 


your trouser leg’. &) 


Blocking the drain 

Every year, motorists throw 
7imillion gallons of oil down 
the drain—quite literally, accord- 
ing to the Thames Water 
Authority. The ‘villains’, it seems, 
are DIY car owners, who dis- 
pose of old engine lubricant by 


pouring it down roadside drains. 
This illegal, anti-social practice 
is not only disruptive to sewage 
purification plants. It is depriving 
refineries of a valuable raw 
material, 60° of which can be 
recycled into a base for fresh oil. 

The TWA, on behalf of water 
authorities throughout the UK, 
is appealing to garages to provide 


used-oil disposal facilities for 
drivers who service their own 
vehicles. Says a spokesman: 


‘Councils have largely turned a 
blind eye to the problem. 

Certainly, recycling specialists, 
like Braybrooke Chemical Ser- 
vies, of Stourport-on-Severn, 
Worcs, would like to get their 
hands on the oil. Director Ronald 
Braybrooke confirms: ‘Recycling 
can save millions of pounds a 
year on the balance of payments.’ 

But the wasteful DIY owner, 
Braybrooke goes on, isn’t the 
only concern. In the last five 
years, cowboy operators have 
muscled in, and their activities 
have forced up the price of old 
engine oil and reduced the amount 
of raw material reaching the 
refineries. ‘They've taken a 
50% slice of the market,” Bray- 
brooke reports, ‘by offering 
garages more money for the raw 
material, then selling it to fac- 
tories as heating oil. In time, this 
can only increase the price the 
consumer pays for car oil. In 
other words, the raw material 
in the form of crude will have to 
continue to be imported.’ 

The remedy? ‘It’s in the govern- 
ment’s hands,’ says Braybrooke. 
‘It should insist that old oil goes 
only to recycling firms, not to the 
furnace...’ 

He would also like to see Britain 
follow W Germany’s example, 


and make it compulsory for 
motorists to dispose of used oil 
at official collection points. 


Our Angela 


Former DRIVE columnist Angela 
Rippon has added to her list of 
credits membership of the execu- 
tive committee of The Order of 
the Road, an_ organisation 
founded 51 years ago to encour- 
age safe and courteous driving. 
Angela, a reporter for the motor- 
ing programme Top Gear as well 
as a newscaster and television 
producer, often commutes—as 
DRIVE readers know—from her 
Dartmoor home to London. 

The Order’s chairman, the 
Marquess of Camden, said, as 
he welcomed Angela: ‘Spreading 
the gospel of safety and courtesy 
on the road is made immeasurably 
easier if we can be seen to have 
the support of a public figure with 
a known interest in motoring.’ 

Remember: you read her first in 


DRIVE! 

National savings 
The United Kingdom has joined 
forces with 20 of the world’s 
industrialised nations to make 
October the first-ever Inter- 
national Energy Conservation 
Month. So far, 50 energy-related 
events are in the pipeline for 


Britain, from specialist con- 
ferences to the more entertaining 
BP Petrol Saving Run. 


The government’s effort 
includes: 
@ A schools competition 
@ Six ‘energy’ films 
@ Publicity on conserving energy 
@ Testing more cars for mpg 
@ Programmes for local radio. 
Comments Bernard Ingham, 
head of the energy-conservation 


division at the Department of 
Energy: ‘If any other country has 
a better programme, they are 
keeping extremely quiet about it.’ 


Seal of Approval 

The AA’s Seal of Approval has 
been awarded to Quinton 
Hazell’s wheel-bearing kits and 
the ' Redex BCF 600gm fire 
extinguisher. Approval _ has 
lapsed on the Polysplice towrope 
and Monroe Auto Equipment’s 
dampers and wiper blades. 


Roads information 

Numbers in parentheses refer to 
maps in the 1978-1979 edition of 
the AA Members’ Handbook. 
BRITAIN 

Motorways open M8, Monkland 
motorway, Glasgow (A80—B7053), 
1 mile (48); MI180, Trent Bridge 
section (A16I—M181), 5 miles (34). 


Major roads open A9, north of 
Aviemore-Slochd, 8.5 miles (56); 
A9, Tain bypass, 1.5 miles (56); 


A585, Singleton bypass, | mile (30). 
OVERSEAS 

Austria) Tauern Autobahn AIO, 
Werfen—Eben (17.5km), now open. 
France Tolls on most motorways 
increased about 5%. Motorways 
recently opened: Autoroute A8, La 


Turbie-Roquebrune (6km); Auto- 
route A36, Besancon—Gendrey 
(16km), and Mulhouse _ bypass 
(13km); Autoroute A6l, Langon— 


Damazan/ Aiguillon (58km), and 
Caracassonne bypass (10km); Auto- 
route A63, Cestas—Mios (10km). 


Germany Autobahn A30, Bad 
Oeynhausen—Hannover, _ bypassing 
Stadthagen, now open. 

Netherlands Autosnelweg Al5, 


Gorinchem—Arnhem/ Nijmegen, ex- 
tended 8km east, Valburg—Ressen. 
Spain Autopista A68,  Bilbao— 
Zaragoza: Opening of toll motorway 
section Altube Junction (Puerto de 
Altube)-Logrofio (88km) delayed. 
Logrofio—Calahorra section (48.5km) 
due to open by end of year. 
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iM MOTORCYCLE TESTS _ 


Big spenders 


T CAN’T BE right, can it? After 
| in these fuel-conscious days, 
drivers of four-wheeled hairy gas- 
guzzlers are branded as ecological 
vandals. And many two-wheeled 
types can excuse their sporty little 
beasts by virtuously quoting their 
excellent fuel economy. 

Yet there’s a band of unrepen- 
tant bike men who are actually 
proud to be seen on machines 
that can slurp petrol and oil faster 
than ‘several cars we know of. 
They can’t be right—can they? 

DRIVE resolved to investigate the 
world of the mega-cyclists, and 
ordered two of their favouite 
monsters — Harley-Davidson’s 
1300cce Electra Glide, and Moto 
Guz7rs- 7 1000cc: G52 ‘They re 
expensive, they’re the ultimate in 
conspicuous consumption—and 
they're shameless. 


Harley-Davidson FLH-80 
Price £3999 

HARLEY-DAVIDSON forges legends 
in iron and steel, slings them 
between two wheels, and sells 
them as motorcycles. The buyers 
of these machines, it seems, 
thrive in a sub-culture that’s 
littered with Levis and Coke, 
Chevvy pick-ups and greasy T- 
shirts and girls that your mother 
wouldn't like. Few of them con- 
cede that there’s any other form 
of motorcycling. 

The undisputed leader of this 
pack is the FLH-80, best-known 
as the Electra Glide. The 80 
refers to its engine capacity 
(measured in cubic inches in the 
US), but, if you really want to fit 
its image, then call it ‘Th’ety 
koob’ (80-cube), as they do in 
smoky Milwaukee, or a ‘Hog? or 
‘Shovelhead’ if you’re more of a 
Blue Mountain boy. 

In fact the FLH-80 is nothing 
more than a 1339cc version of the 
74 Electra Glide—a 1207cc bike 
that first saw the light of day in 
1941, which traces its ancestry 
back to 1922, and was the bike of 
the San Francisco original Hell’s 
Angels. Its capacity was enlarged 
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machine 


SO, are there worthwhile savings 
to be made on two wheels? Really, 
there’s only one way to find out— 
which is why, last year, DRIVE 
asked a reader to give up his car 
for 12 months and do all his 
travelling on... a moped. 


DAVID DAVIES travels 12 miles 
between his home in Bury, Gt 
Manchester, and the city bank 
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because Harley-Davidson had 
long built the biggest motorcycle 
in the world, and was determined 
not to have its crown taken away 
by some sleek new cat out of the 
Rising Sun. (Kawasaki was plan- 
ning a 1300cc four-stroke when 
the FLH-80 was announced a 
year ago.) 

What a monster it is—a Jurassic 
survivor in a soft, smooth world. 
By any reasonable standards, the 
biggest bike of them all is 
abominable. Given half a chance, 
it will shake the teeth from your 
head, topple immovably on to 
your leg, and be outpaced by any 
fresh kid on his 200cc runabout. 
But, for all that, it provides a 
fascinating, almost hedonistic 
ride, after which all other motor- 
cycles fade into insignificance. 
No man can fail to be moved by 
it—to one extreme or the other. 

It’s the FLH-80’s blend of pure 
vintage motorcycling with modern 


links with the past are very 
apparent—a hand-operated gear 
lever and foot clutch are still 
offered as options. 

Riding the monster is much 
easier than its daunting weight 
and size suggest, though care has 
to be taken—especially when 
manhandling the brute. 

Pressing the starter button pro- 
duces the gorgeously  old- 
fashioned whirr and whine of 
meshing gears—until the huge 
V-twin bursts into a mellow, 
bass chuckle. 

Surprisingly enough, in heavy 
city traffic the FLH-80 is a delight, 
displaying a low-speed agility that 
puts many a smaller motorcycle 
to shame, even though it’s accom- 
panied by the bitter-sweet smell 
of oil burning at the rate of a 
pint per 300 miles! 

Having to cater for the old 
American tradition of using the 
clutch as an infinitely variable 


disc brakes, comfortable sus- | gear, Harley-Davidson learned 
pension and electric starting | long ago to make clutches 
that’s either loved or hated. And | tougher and lighter than any 
HOW THEY HARLEY-DAVIDSON MOTO GUZZI 
MEASURE UP FLH-80 V1000 G5 
Engine Air-cooled ohv Air-cooled ohv 

4-stroke V twin 4-stroke V twin 
Output 65bhp at 5400rpm 71 bhp at 6500rpm 
Transmission 4-speed, lubricated 5-speed 

exposed chain shaft drive 
Kerbweight 784lb 582\b 
seat height 31in 31in 
max width 33in (handlebars) 29+in (handlebars) 
max length 94in 72in 
Fuel tank 33gal/171 miles 43gal/207 miles 

plus 1gal reserve plus gal reserve 
Mpg—overall 45mpg 46mpg 
quiet use 64mpg 59mpg 
suburban use 44mpg 45mpg 
brisk use 50mpg 56mpg 
hard use 32mpg 37mpg 
Performance—max (upright) 105mph 109mph 
30—50mph (top) Asec 4. 9sec 
O—5Omph 5.9sec 4.7sec 
Warranty 6 months/6000 miles 6 months parts and 


parts and labour plus lyr 


Autogard 


where he works. He knows it’s 
exactly 12 miles because, for the 
past year, he has been recording 
his commuting costs carefully— 
not for his usual Toyota saloon, 
but for an NVT Easy Rider 2 
moped, loaned for a year by DRIVE. 
NVT manufactures a range of 
mopeds, and this example fea- 
tures an automatic two-speed 
gearbox, ideal for coping with 
the steep hills around Bury—and 
our | 2st test-rider. 


In common with many car 
| Owners, 38-year-old David 
holds a current motorcycle 


licence. He owned a 125cc Honda 
a few years ago and, after putting 
NVT’s Easy Rider through its 
paces, was sufficiently sold on 
the advantages of motorcycling to 
buy a 500cc Suzuki. 


‘My year’s moped-riding has 


labour, plus lyr 
Autoguard 


certainly opened my eyes,’ says 
David. ‘Moped-users have the 
worst of both pedal- and motor- 
cycle worlds. Car drivers treat 
you like a motorcyclist and 
expect you to respond like one; 
but in fact you have no more 
reserves of power than a pedal- 
cyclist.’ 

Despite these criticisms, David 
found the little Easy Rider 
surprisingly useful: ‘Half my car 
commuting was done on a motor- 
way, so I had to find another 
route. Even so, the journey took 
only 5min longer on the moped 
than in the car. Thankfully, 
Manchester is free of serious 
traffic jams, but, even so, I 
gained a lot of time on the last 
part of my moped trips to the 
city. The best thing about it was 
parking—as easy as leaving a 


European or Japanese rival. 
Unfortunately, poorly designed 
switchgear and a crude gear- 
selector pedal spoil what could 
be an unusually pleasant set of 
controls. The seat is luxuriously 
comfortable, and fully adjustable 
for various rider and pillion load- 
ings, and the footboards demon- 
strate just how unsatisfactory the 
foot-rests are on other touring 
machines. The pity is that, unless 
the seat’s damping and springing 
are correctly tuned and the rear 
suspension properly adjusted, the 
Glide’s resultant wallowing is 
unnerving—and the rider’s right 
foot is forced off its footboard 
by a stupidly designed air cleaner 
that’s big enough for a 42ton 
long-distance truck. 

Despite the thoughtlessness of 
many FLH-80 details, it is still 
one of the best bikes ever built 
for satisfying highway cruising. 
This it does in the grand manner, 
barrelling along at a modest 60— 
70mph that invites the rider to 
relax, look around and admire 
the passing scenery. It will cruise 
at 80mph, but engine vibrations 
rise to an uncomfortable level, 
and the right foot’s discomfort is 
aggravated by the footboard’s 
high-frequency buzzing that 
vibrates the foot to its edge. 

Braking is fair: the single front 
disc is inadequate and needs 
the help of a partner on the other 
side, but- the rear brake is more 
useful than most of its kind. 
Very high pedal pressure is needed 
to exert any worthwhile braking 
power, which is no bad thing as 
it prevents the rear wheel locking 
—dangerous in the extreme on 
such a heavy machine. 

A pair of auxiliary driving 
lamps are fitted as standard, but 
are rendered unnecessary thanks 
to a powerful 65/60w headlamp. 
Also standard are the wind- 
screen, luggage containers, crash 
bars, mudguard trim and other 
parts normally sold as extras on 
other machines. Harley-Davidson 
would do well to consider follow- 


bicycle. Traffic wardens ignored 
it, so long as it was left out of 
harm’s way.” 

When NVT delivered the moped, 
it had been fully run-in and had 
undergone its first service. After 
that, David did all his own main- 
tenance—not a difficult job: ‘It 
runs like clockwork and never 
gave a moment’s trouble. Only 
once was it difficult to start, and 
that was due to the metal plug 
cap shorting-out; I changed it 
for a plastic one. Otherwise, 
starting has been easy and 
reliable. All I have had to do is 
change the gearbox oil and 
adjust the rear chain. It was 
always properly garaged, and, 
after washing the car, I’d usually 
swill it over with the dregs; but 
I didn’t mollycoddle it.’ 

The one element of moped 


Jasper Spencer Smith 


~ Ing» suit, 
‘secondary equipment is shame- 
fully third-rate. This criticism also 

_ applies. to. paintwork, chrome- 

_ plating, glass-fibre, and methods 

| of clamping ancilliaries. 

Examples of the factory’s appar- 


‘for ~the -standard -of 


ent loss of interest in practical. 
motorcycling were discovered on. 


—not with a bang but a Glide. 


|~Price £2554. 


the two occasions: that the test | 


machine broke down: "each time, 


it was due to shoddy wiring and 
wiring clips on the low-tension' 
ignition system. 


¥ 


- The big Electra Glide’ is; for all its 


shortcomings, awonderful motor- | 


cycle—idiosyncrafic, infuriating, 
bewildering and fun. Believe “it or 
not, it can be a fuel miser, too. ‘On 


Tiding. that did’ défeat David 
briefly was *coping with last 
wintér’s,.weather: she found it*too 
severe. for. comfort or peace of 
mind. TFhe_ only « other incon- 
venience Was thenced for 2-stroke 
petrol mixture. “Few garages are 
equipped to deal With tittle two- 
strokes," says David.” ‘They 
haven't the special oit required, 
nor“ean*they deliver small.quan- 
tities of petrol. I always bought 
my petrol i a can and mixed it 
with. my own oil in the garage. 

‘I did-find the headlamp, inade- 

_quatéaway from city streets, 

bute the ae g lights are other- 
. ‘wise entirely Re tisfactory. Pm 

* less «impressed “by the way the 
> chain Swafd has risted.’ 
® “As © DRIVE. wheeled the NVT 
Maway after the year’s experiment, 
& David said: ‘I’ve grown torlike it, 


one 65—70mph run: of 200 milesy. 


| complete with ‘pillion rider. and 


— 


Dave Minton 


luggage, an, average of S5Ompg 
was.-recorded. And -that’s. a pro- 
foundly satisfying way_to-use up: 
the energy resources of -the world 


Motor Guzzi V1000 GS | 


MOTO GUZZI is to tay. what: | 
Harley-Davidson is to America.. 
and Triumph. to -Britain. It’s’ 
Italy’s biggest maker ‘of bikes,#} 
a position. won by.~a brave’ 
decision in 1970 to invest all that 
was left of its-shrinking empire 
into a new, large-capacity bike. 

Moto Guzzi (say “Gutzi’) lacked 
the funds to -deyelop.a new 
engine especially for the bike, 
but it did have a 700ce. V-twin 
in its mney tri-car, and this 


id 


you know. Not so > Jong ago: 
80 miles one Saturday afterno 


just haying’ a spin over.the meors. : 


It was very comfoftable, the 
brakes were’excellent . ... and the 
outing cost me only, 50p.’ rae 


. Was nated into service to power. |: 
_Italy’s- two-wheeled refiaissance* | 
—the. transverse. V-twin, shaft-* 


driven touring V7 Ambassador. ** 
Within two--years, its capacity 
‘was raised to 750cc, and a sports 
version introduced. 
then grew. to’ 850cc, “ané& ye 
“ally, in 1976; a full-bléodedl ‘thre 
versiori-was unleashéd. It broke 


with tradition. by offering riders® 
transmission (very. 


‘automatic. = 
‘similar to-Honda’s Jater“version, 


ested in DRIVE May—June issiie);~ 
but the howl went up. afiiong * 


aficionados. for the. same ‘thing 


“with: gears. The result’is tle V-I000 : 


G5—not a sportster-at allbut a 
top-class tourer that rates comfort 
above all else, 


A big Guzzi is’ one of the few 
bikes:thatscan compete oh level .. 


"The Accounts tm, : 

By. leaving his car in the-garage 
for most of a year; David saved 
£122 on petrol, didrt spend an 
“expected. £60 on maintenance, 
‘and slowed down his,car’$ depre- 


ciation. by *an*estiniated £50. He - 
,so }* 


kept it insured and road-tax 
there. weré. nd economies there; 
nevertheless, his total saving for 
théyear was: £232, 

He did, however, have to spend 
something on travel by. Moped— 
£16 on petrol, £5for, road tax, 
£13 for insurance “ahd repairs, 
and. we have to-allow*£70 for 
dépreciation. on the bike. DRIVE’s 
method of working out. Tunnang 
costs 
interest on the capital you” Have 
tied upn your vehicle—in the 
case of the £200 moped, just £15. 


And, of coufse,. there “was. the , 


% 
ly 
ae * 


Phe engine » 
: highespeed™ = 


= 
one-time investment i $34-worth : 


also allows*fon, loss ~of_|, 


termS. “with “thes Jorg-distanée™ 
- functionals of a BMW and,.as" 
their numbérs on the road demon 
strate;a Jot.of experienced. riders 
will. claim’ that. “they. are better. 
“Cerfainly, these: delightfully: el, 
machines , offer ufisurpessed®... 
=stability. and the 
“Safest, . most usefully” “powerftil-» — 
brakes ‘currently available, . % 
= When. car-style. eonpled. brakes 
were “fitst fitted: to. Moto Guzzis,. 
Most “motorcyclists wer’ “SUS, 
picious, bute.now the word has. 
‘spread “that «no Ing an.” seven 
remotely « approa efor 
safety.* qa. power, Bhe “E56, MIS - S, 
equippe “with ‘three disc braltes, <. 
one 6n the.rear wheel and two.on 2 
“the- front, and the front“left dise 
is shydrantically coupléd to the 
continued on page 60° 


2° 


Se 


of helmet*and protectiyeglothing, 
That adds-up'ta£153.- ~~ 
“David’s» total profit. (the: car- 
savings less ubike costed). ' 
MINTON ,- 


“PS: Dawid could, of caumse, an travellegto 
work ‘by public trartsport-a bus/train and foot® 
journeys /t would jaye’ taken “twice “as.jong as 
the moped. or the -car,. aiid’ Cost mere thark 
tWice the moped price. : 


THE BIKE NVT Easy 


4 * _ 
Rider 2 a 
Engine Air-cooled — 
a ¥ . ¢-stroke single 
Transmission 2=speed auto . . 
" i. con sexposed Chain 
Kérbweight TA0lb 
séat height 39in : 
max width 284in (Afbats} 
max length 66h, 
Fuel tank 3gal/79 miles a 
. + 1pt/16-mile res - ‘ nes 
mpg—#overall 129 8 
Performance 30mph'max legal 
* Warranty 6 months 
partsgjabour, 
Res 


Once upon a 
motorists wanted diesel engines 
as much as they wanted sunroofs 
for their bootlids. After all, they 
reasoned, the diesel-engined road 
vehicle—derv—cost more to buy 
than its petrol counterpart, and 
was noisy, smelly and slow. Who 
needed that, just for extra miles 
per gallon? 

Now, the firm prejudices of car 
buyers and designers alike have 
been given the sheikhs by rising 
petrol prices. Volkswagen took 
the first plunge into the budget 
end of the derv market in 1978 
with the Golf LD, and others 
were sure to follow... 

Enter the Peugeot 305GRD. 
Unconvinced by the hatchback 
bandwagon, the French com- 
pany’s econo-car is a plush-but- 
conventional three-box saloon. 
What’s new is under the bonnet 
—a smart, transverse, aluminium 
diesel engine. DRIVE joined the 
growing queue at the local filling 
station’s derv pump... 


How it goes 

There’s none of the diesel engine’s 
usual start/stop paraphernalia 
on the GRD, just a simple key 
switch. Before starting from cold, 
the key must be held in its second 
position for about 20sec, but, 
once the glow-plug’s warning 
lamp on the facia goes out, there 
are no further delays. 

The engine idles reliably and 
pulls away without any signs of 
temperament. Don’t — expect 
sparkling acceleration, though, 
for no current diesel engine can 
match a petrol unit of similar 
capacity. It takes the 305GRD 
half as long again as the 1500cc 
petrol-powered 305 to reach 60 
mph from rest—a lethargic 21.6sec 
—and 4.6sec longer to accelerate 
from 30—-SO0mph in top gear. 
Maximum speed also falls by 
14mph to a modest 80mph. Times 
such as these mean that a deter- 
mined GRD driver may get the 
better of an Austin Morris Mini 
850 or Ford Escort 1100, but little 
else. Maintaining a reasonable 
pace means foot-on-the-boards 
driving, and the lack of punch is 
embarrassingly apparent when 
hill-climbing, or overtaking—a 
manoeuvre that demands a clair- 
voyant’s sense of anticipation. 
The lighter, more-powerful Volks- 
wagen Golf diesel has a far lower 
handicap in this respect. 

Speeds in the lower gears are 
governed to 24, 40 and 60mph 
maximums, so it’s as well to 
change up slightly before each 
limit, or the engine suddenly goes 
flat. Unfortunately, when top is 
reached, it feels so undergeared 
that DRIVE’s testers kept reaching 
for a non-existent fifth gear. 
While it’s not as precise as some, 
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going, and the clutch pedal feels 
light and progressive. 

To compensate for the diesel 
engine’s extra weight, Peugeot 
uses lower-geared steering than 
that in normal 305s. The result is 
that the steering’s weight and feel 
remain acceptable—at the 
expense of more wheel-twirling 
on roundabouts and while park- 
ing—and the mechanism is 
delightfully free from the tugs and 
twitches that beset many front- 
wheel-driven cars. This, together 
with a well-contrived, fully inde- 
pendent suspension, gives hand- 
ling that’s dignified rather than 
nimble, which suits the car’s solid, 
dependable character. The GRD 
tilts less in hard cornering than 
304s did of old, and it doesn’t 
put a wheel wrong on bumpy 
bends. 

Only Peugeot owners will feel 
immediately at home behind the 
steering wheel. The seat’s base 
encourages an erect posture, but 
the backrest offers too much 
support low down and too little 
higher up; the trick is to lean 
back and relax. Pedals are gener- 
ously large and well-spaced, but 
the footwell is awkwardly shaped 
for a lazing left foot. 

Instrumentation is seen clearly 
through the large, padded steer- 
ing wheel, and is pleasingly less 
fussy than in previous Peugeots— 
though there are still more kph 
than mph markings on the speed- 


EEE ES Ee ORAS 
HOW GOOD 
At-a-glance 


DRIVE's verdict on the Peugeot 
305GRD, taking into 
consideration its rivals, its price 
and what kind of car It’s meant 
to be 


Out of 10 


PERFORMANCE 
S3e 


FUEL ECONOMY 
BES0G8980 


HANDLING/STEERING 
Soee 


COMFORT/REFINEMENT 
SO8686 


INTERIOR/BOOT SPACE 
S820@ 


PASSENGER AIDS 
SSOCG 


DRIVER AIDS 
@009 


ACCIDENT/INJURY SAFEGUARDS 
$S6206900 


RUST RESISTANCE 
SSSSO325 


RELIABILITY/EASE OF REPAIR 
GBHES 


ometer. Apart from _ coolant- 
temperature and fuel gauges, two 
groups of warning lamps alert 
the driver to all the usual major 
problems, plus handbrake-on, 
brake-failure and _ diesel-glow- 
plug-in-action. 

Twin column stalks move in 
directions that are bewildering 
until one learns their strange 
logic; DRIVE hopes it won’t be 
long before Peugeot uses the 
new, simplified controls of the 
505 in the rest of its range. We 
did like the large push-button 
switches with their dual-intensity 
illumination. 

Vision is good all round, and 
powerful head-, reversing and 
rear foglamps ensure that you can 
see and be seen, while a headlamp 
wash/ wipe system helps it stay 


| that way. Only the windscreen’s 


wipers let down the side by con- 
fronting the driver with large 
unswept areas. Like too many 
Continental imports, Peugeot 
hasn’t converted the blades to 
suit British drivers. 


How comfortable 

In dawn’s light, the diesel’s death 
rattle at idling speed will not 
endear you to the neighbours, and 
it makes novice diesel drivers 
wonder if the car will reach the 
end of the road before it rolls 
over and dies. Once under way, 
the engine settles down to a con- 
tented hum no louder than most 
petrol engines of its size—it’s just 
a different type of noise. As the 
car approaches 60mph, though, 
an ear-bashing boom builds up, 
and it only worsens the faster you 
try to escape it. It’s a pity, for 
Peugeot has succeeded in elimi- 
nating the vibrations and smell 
usually associated with diesels. 
Disappointing, too, to find 
smooth driving made difficult by 
a diesel fuel pump that effectively 
imitates a jerking accelerator; 
Volkswagen has already proved 
very effectively in its Golf diesel 
that this design problem can be 
overcome. 

The 305 may not cosset its 
passengers with the magic-carpet 
ride of its cousin-by-marriage, 
the Citroen GS, but it’s a cut 
above most of the competition. 
The GRD’s unflurried progress 
over the worst of British roads 
is impressive, though not without 
bump-thump in the rough and 
the occasional jolt from short, 
sharp ridges. 

If the ride is stately, the bright 
and airy interior, with its sump- 
tuous trim, verges on the 
majestic. Sitting in the back con- 
vinced us that passengers will 
prefer it to the front—it’s one of 
the best rear seats in this class for 
cosy comfort. Knee- and leg- 
room are good, and there’s no 
restrictive central hump, either; 
our niggles are confined to the 
limited headroom and the hard 
bar at the base of the front seats— 


PEUGEOT 305GRD 


Front engine: 1548cc/4cyl, OHC (chain); 


Bosch diesel injection; 49bhp at 
5000rpm 

Front drive: 4 gears; 16.8mph/1000rpm 
Suspension: front—ind damper/struts, 
anti-roll bar; rear—ind trailing arms, coil 
springs, anti-roll bar 

Steering: rack and pinion, 4 turns/323ft 
circle; 44J wheels, 145SR 14 radials 
Brakes: discs front/drums rear 


Parts/repairs (inc VAT) 

clutch £108.09 (fitting 4.Shr) 
exhaust £78.55 (1.25hr) 

headlamp unit £27.87 (©.5hr) 

front bumper £54.47 (0.75hr) 
laminated windscreen £45.54 (2hr) 


oll filter £3.09 (O.25hr) 


major service 6000 miles (2.5hr average) 


per year permiule 
Running costs £658.35 548p 
Loss of value N/A N/A 
Total depreciation N/A N/A 


Insurance group 4 (provisional) 


THE RIVALS CLOCK IN 


Peugeot 305GR (petrol) 
Peugeot 305SR (petrol) 
Peugeot 504 diesel 
Volkswagen Golf LD (diesel) 


RTT <ipecee rennet a 


PERFORMANCE ; FUEL diesel 
i overall consumption 46mpg 
58 9.6 145 21.6 38.9 L effective tank range 400 miles/83gal 


Normal range of consumption 
2 ; motorway—68mph cruising 383mpg 
3 AO 5 6 70 3 hard driving, heavy traffic 383mpg 
Acceleration through gears from rest (sec) Ket short journey, suburban 43mpg 
. mixed roads—brisk, 50mph cruising 45¢mpg 
quiet rural—40mph cruising bis mpg 
Consumption at steady speeds 
30mph 80impg 
56mph 497mpg 
7Omph 37mpg 
max mph 283mMpg 
SAFETY CHECKS 0 = factory fitted option 


Maximum speeds 20 2 steering: energy hazard warning: fitted?Yes 


: {Oe Oeea Ore 40" 50! 7. SOY TOM BOF SOsoe 
ap gsars. % efficiency (ideal car’s braking performance falls 


within central zone—above, too heavy, below, too light) 


absorbing? Yes interior: well padded? No 

front seats: secure w/screen: laminated? O 
mounts? Yes doors: crashproof? Yes 

Fade test pedal pressure needed for 75% stop head restraint? O childproof? Yes 

(ideal car would show no variation) front belts: effective? Yes petrol: spillproof? Yes 

standing 4 mile 60lb at start; 42Ib in constant use; 9Olb in severe use convenient? Yes _ brakes: failsafe? Yes 
22.6sec Watersplash 90lb at first, 3 stops to recover rear belts: fitted? Yes load sensitive? Yes 


FUEL MAXIMUM 30-50MPH OVERALL MAXIMUM TYPICAL STEERING 
PRICE CAPACITY OVERALL SPEED O-6O0MPH IN TOP BESTSTOP LENGTH LEGROOM LEGROOM_ TURNS/ 
(£) (CC) (MPG) (MPH) (SEC) (SEC) (% g/Ib) (FT/IN) FRONT (IN) REAR (IN) CIRCLE (FT) 


4284 1290 333 88 15.8 13.1 88/35 13’ 10” 413 381 34/323 
4668 1472 341 94 14.1 11.4 88/35 13’ 10” 413 384 31/323 
5479 1948 381 83 23.3 14.1 N/A 14’9” 411 39 41/33 

4481 1471 51 85 18.2 13.6 N/A 12! 24" 404 38 31/323 


shin level for the rear-seat riders. 

It may not boast a long list of 
lavish extras, but what equip- 
ment the GRD has is, for the 
most part, well-finished and of 
good quality. We were annoyed, 
however, by the clock, positioned 
in such a way that the driver can- 
not see it, and by the ashtray that 
raps your knuckles every time 
you change gear. 

Illuminated heater controls are 
clearly marked and make it easy 
to achieve a warm-toes, cool-face 
atmosphere, and, while air 
distribution around the footwell 
could be more even, it does 
manage to reach rear passengers’ 
feet. Demisting is prompt, and 
the fresh-air ventilators are 
sufficiently powerful to prevent 
passengers getting hot under 
the collar. 


How strong 
We doubt if this report has yet 
made many converts to derv 
driving, but there really are 
advantages—not least that of 
mechanical reliability. As diesel 
fuel is ignited by compression 
only, there’s none of the petrol 
engine’s sophisticated electrical 
system to go wrong—the most- 
common cause of breakdowns. 
There’s no carburettor to keep 
in tune, either, and a coupled 
injection pump (sealed to prevent 
owners tampering with its 
settings) is claimed to need 
little maintenance. In theory, a 
diesel should also have a long 
service life, thanks to the 
necessarily strict assembly stan- 
dards and a design that’s more 
robust than most petrol units. 
Body life looks good, too. A 
rugged pvc-type compound had 
been scrupulously applied under 
the test-car’s wheelarches and 
along the vulnerable outboard 
sections of the floorpan, while 
the centre sections had a good 
coating of thick, black wax. 
Doors and closed box sections 
had been wax-injected, too, and 
there are no mudtraps under the 
contoured wheelarches. 

The dull finish on our test car 
spoiled the overall appearance 
of Peugeot’s usually good metal- 
lic paint, but there’s a pleasing 
absence of bright body trim— 


the source of corrosion problems 


on some costlier Peugeot that we 
have seen recently. 


How safe 

Unlike petrol-powered 305s, 
there’s no brake servo for the 
diesel. To compensate, Peugeot 
has used softer brake linings— 
a sensible change that has 
resulted in the sort of pedal 
loads and progression that DRIVE 
testers look for, in total con- 
trast to Peugeot’s servo-assisted 
systems, which require very deli- 
cate footwork. The test car’s 
drawbacks were that emergency 
stopping power was unsatisfac- 
tory, repeated use induced brake 
fade, and the level of brake-squeal 
was almost unrivalled. 

Roadholding is safe and self- 
controlled, the GRD’s nose 
running progressively wider 
during hard cornering, scrubbing 
off more speed the faster one 
travels. Should the throttle be 
injudiciously released in mid- 
corner, the nose meekly returns to 
the intended course. 

The top seatbelt mountings are 
set rather low, encouraging the 
webbing to fall off the shoulder 
of shorter front passengers,: but 
otherwise the 305’s injury-preven- 
tion is well up to standard. 


How much 

Gallon for gallon, diesel fuel 
costs a few pence more than 
petrol, so most misers make the 
switch to derv for the extra mpg. 
Overall, the GRD _ returned 
46mpg in 1000 miles of mixed 
driving, while its petrol-drinking 
brother covered a similar test 
marathon at 341mpg—and you 
don’t have to buy a calculator to 
realise that that is a substantial 
saving. Currently, the only 
petrol-fuelled cars that can rival 
the Peugeot’s consumption of 
diesel are the humble _ two- 
cylinder Citroens, Fiat’s 126, and 
three-wheeled Reliants; but, as 
one tester said, ‘I can’t think of 
any real cars that come close.’ 
The diesel engine’s economy 
operates throughout the spec- 
trum of driving tactics, but the 
biggest fuel savings are made in 
short-journey work around town 
(43mpg) and in quiet rural runs 


(574mpg). At higher constant 
speeds, such as motorway driving, 
the savings are less impressive but 
still worthwhile, though it’s worth 
pointing out that VW’s Golf diesel 
manages to be quicker than the 
Peugeot and use less fuel. 

Ironically, a diesel driver is 
sometimes obliged to drive more 
miles in search of a suitable 
fuel station; derv pumps are thin 
on the ground in some parts of 
the country. It’s also a messy fuel, 
so you have to avoid getting it on 
your hands or clothing. Thank- 
fully, the Peugeot is an easy car to 
refuel to the brim, and most 
owners should manage 400 miles 
between refills. 

Peugeot wipes some of the smile 
off the GRD owner’s face by 
recommending a major service 
every 6000 miles with an oil and 
filter change mid-term; and, 
though there’s less to go wrong 
with a diesel, we strongly recom- 
mend that it’s left to experts. 

The purchase price of the GRD 
is considerably higher than its 
petrol counterpart, and parts 
prices aren’t cheap, either. It’s 
too early to assess depreciation, 
but the Peugeot could fare well, 
as, presently, it is one of only two 
intermediate-size family saloons 
with a diesel engine. 


Verdict 
After 1000 miles of varied driving, 
DRIVE’s testers were deeply 
touched—in the wallet—by the 
GRD’s frugal use of fuel. The real 
price of GRD motoring is paid in 
the currency of road-going per- 
formance, but, if you’re a leisurely 
town motorist, you'll think it a 
bargain worth having. Long- 
distance commuters get less of a 
good deal, though the Peugeot’s 
comforting cabin will help to 
compensate for the time and noise. 
That said, it must be recognised 
that DRIVE’s drivers are motoring 
enthusiasts first and cost-cutting 
accountants second, and the diesel- 
owners among our test team have 
already voted with their overdrafts 
for the cheaper, faster and more 
economical diesel hatchback from 
Germany. But for cost-cutters who 
prefer comfort as only the French 
can offer, the 305 should be just 
the diesel job. 


All measurements in inches 


\  kesbWeight 194+cwt 
\ PS bverall length 13ft 10in 
overall width 5ft 4in 
overall height 4ft 731n 


me ae 


They may not look it, but the trio 
above is unique, composed of the 
only private motorists to be con- 
sulted regularly in a UK maga- 
zine’s car tests—driving the pro- 
fessional testers’ cars, and giving 
the buyer’s verdict. This issue, 
Claire Parker, 25-year-old mem- 
ber of the Institute of Advanced 
Motorists and a Whitchurch, 
Hants, housewife, and Fred 
Pocock, 50-year-old building con- 
sultant from N London, are joined 
by Ron Daly. 

Ron, 32, is an air-traffic control 
officer at Heathrow Airport, and 
he clocks-up 90 miles a day com- 
muting from his Thatcham, Berks, 
home along the M4 in a 1600cc 
Volkswagen Golf S—which has 
given almost 90,000 miles of 
reliable service. 

The panel’s majority verdict on 
the diesel Peugeot was: ‘Nice body 
—shame about the engine.’ 

‘It’s a slow plodder,’ said Ron. 
‘The diesel’s got enough torque to 
reduce gear changing around town, 
but, on the open road, I think that 
it’s underpowered to the point of 
being dangerous. You’ve got to 
drive within its limitations. The soft 
seats and good finish are let down 
by the engine’s noise—it gets 
uncomfortable above 60mph, which 
is no good for my motorway 
driving.’ 

Claire held even stronger views: 
‘I felt unsafe and frustrated. I 
couldn’t risk overtaking a 35mph 
horsebox, and the diesel’s lack of 
power was a menace at uncon- 
trolled junctions, too. You just 
wouldn’t be able to filter safely into 
fast traffic. All right, it did corner 
safely—but then it couldn’t go too 
fast. If this Peugeot were a present, 
I'd give it away.’ 

‘The body’s typically Peugeot,’ 
said Fred, ‘solid and comfortable. 
I’m used to diesels, and this one’s 
a good plodder. The snags were 
that it took me two miles to over- 
take anything; the drumming noise 
at 70mph almost made me sick; 
and I’d need earplugs to block out 
its tickover. That said, I’m a plod- 
ding driver, and diesel engines do 
have a long life, so I’d consider an 
estate version.’ 

DRIVE car-tester Peter Denayer 
comments: “The biggest surge in 
petrol prices occurred after this 
test day, so the panel might now 
like this 47mpg Peugeot!’ 
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GREAT ESCAPES 


Tall in 
the saddle 


STANDING IMPOSINGLY _four- 
square, all Gothic battlements 
and ivy, Whitwell Hall has seen 
the carriage trade, from landaus 
to Lancias, come and go along its 
sweeping drive. It had never seen 
anything like us. 

Narrowly avoiding a collision 
with an overfed pheasant, my 
wife Ann and I rode up to the 
stately N Yorkshire mansion- 
cum-hotel, wearing little more 
than sweat and bicycle clips. We 
were about to test my firm belief 
that a cycling holiday need not 
sacrifice the luxuries of a good 
pull-in with private bath and 
haute cuisine. 

To be honest, it wasn’t exactly 
my idea. An enterprising travel 
company, Ryedale Travel, in 
nearby Helmsley, had thought of 
it first. Why not combine the 
chain of comfortable hostelries 
that borders the local moors 
with the fashionable yen by pro- 
fessional classes to switch from 
four wheels to two? That was the 
fond hope. 

For conservative types, this 
really was flying in the face of 
convention. Ever since the first 
velocipede, it has been taken for 
granted that cycling is synono- 
mous with  suffering—needing 
only frugal youth hostels or 
cycling-club B&B simplicity. 

It seems that I lacked the vital 
ingredient for cycling—a waist- 
line shrinking in direct ratio to 
the world’s oil reserves. My 
cycling holiday also taught me 
that there is far more to energy 
conservation than meets the eye. 
Riding a bike may save petrol, but 
I doubt if it’s cheaper on another 
miles-per-gallon basis . . . At 
around 60mpg, our tour seemed 
unbeatable economy—until | 
worked out that a gallon of the 
local best beer was costing around 
£3.20 to refuel the thirsty pedaller. 

No horse: ever stopped more 
_ gladly at a trough than we did at 
almost every one of those tempt- 
ingly cosy Yorkshire inns. 
Friendly, too. Instead of being 


just blurs through a car window, 
they. became firmly fixed and 
happy memories. 

We also got through a few 
gallons of tea—often provided 
free by hospitable villagers. 
Those who sometimes regard the 
motorist as a pest extend an old- 
fashioned courtesy to cyclists. 

Scruffy though we often looked, 
the reception we got—at stately 
Whitwell Hall as well as the small 
country hotels and inns in which 
we spent each night—was as 
friendly as anyone arriving by 
Rolls would get. 

At the ancient Coachman Inn, 
in the small village of Snainton, 
we could park our bikes outside 
our own front door. Several of 
the old stables have been trans- 
formed into pleasant little guest- 
rooms, with private baths in which 
we could ease the stiffness of 
riding. The meals, which have 
just won a tourist authority 
award, were just what was needed 
to satisfy a cyclist’s healthy 
appetite. 

I also learned a few sensible tips 
about cycle touring without kill- 
ing yourself. First, don’t overdo 


it for the first day or two—seven 
to 10 miles is plenty until your 
muscles get unwound. Second, 
wear practical clothes such as 
shorts and sports shirt, with a 
woolly in your saddle-bag in case 
it gets cold. (We set off in trousers, 
but they proved uncomfortable 
over long distances.) Third, take 
your time—the joy of cycling is 
being able to absorb all those 
quiet country charms so often 
missed when driving. (Though, 
it’s surprising how far you can 
travel without realising it—20 or 
30 miles a day can prove easy.) 
Ryedale Travel’s modern-style 
bikes came equipped with roomy 
saddle bag, puncture kit, first-aid 
box, large-scale map and even 
plastic rainproofs. BILL GLENTON 
Cost of a week staying at different 
small hotels and inns (including 
bike) is £59.50. For the same 
price, Ryedale Travel also offers 
a stay at one hotel with cycle 
included. There is also a cheaper 
deal with youth hostel accommo- 


dation provided. Con- Gave 


MOTOR SPORT 


Race 
relations 


WHERE DOES motor sport stand in 
the energy crisis? It stands in the 
public pillory, accused of being 
the most offensive of all the 
sports because it burns valuable 
petrol while the nation is being 
urged to Save It. 

Sooner rather than later, I expect 
someone to stand in the House 
and demand that motor sport be 
banned or reduced because its 
petrol consumption sets a bad 
example to the rest of the country. 
To help that politician, I offer 
some figures on fuel. 

Take a typical club race meet- 
ing at Donington Park, with six 
10-lap races watched by 10,000 
spectators. The amount of petrol 
consumed will be in the order of 
9500gal! 

But of that grand total only 
500gal will have been burned by 
the racers, for the vast majority 
is consumed by the spectators’ 
far-less-hairy cars. 

It’s a simple sum. A competition 
car does about 12mpg, so a 10- 


tact Ryedale Travel, 

Helmsley, N Yorkshire; 
tel (STD 04392) 282. 
lap race uses about 2gal per car. 
A grid-full of 20 therefore use 
about 40gal per race—a total of 
240gal. Allow the same for prac- 
tice, and you’ve used only 500gal. 

On the other side of the crash 
barrier, 10,000 spectators have 
used 3000 cars to reach the race 
track. A modest 3gal of petrol for 
them adds up to 9000gal. 

Where does the greatest poten- 
tial fuel-saving lie? 

Take other tens of thousands 
driving to watch tennis, golf, 
cricket and horse racing, and you 
have countless thousands of gal- 
lons being used. But will these 
sports be lambasted for being 
gas-guzzling pastimes? Never. 

The real way to save fuel, I sug- 
gest, is not to ban or limit any of 
the sports, but to control the 
spectators’ transport. 

Motor sport’s governing body 
in Britain has already discussed 
plans to make an across-the- 
board reduction of 10% in motor 
sport’s use of fuel as a gesture 
towards energy conservation. 
Politically, it is important for 
motor sport to be seen to be 
making such a gesture. Such a 
reduction in a year would hardly 
amount to enough fuel saved to 
fill the cars in one spectator car 
park at Ascot. But it’s right to be 
seen to be saving it. 


But will the controllers of horse-— 


racing, tennis, golf et al effect a 
similar reduction by reducing 
the number of events they run? I 
doubt it. 

Perhaps the Minister for Energy 
will consider the amount of 
petrol consumed by spectators in 
all sports before he 
produces his inevitable 
axe. Perhaps... 

NICK BRITTAN 


WORLD-WIDE 


Baby Benz? 


ARE THE hard (energy) times really 
here to stay? Confirmed large-car 
specialist Daimler-Benz thinks so, 
and is developing a new small 
Mercedes as quickly as it can. 
Likely to be launched in 1981, it 
has a 1.6litre engine and will be 
more compact in all dimensions 
than any Mercedes made since 
the W German boom started, 
in the 1950s. The mini-Mere will 
be made at Bremen, once the 
headquarters of Borgward. 


Ford has great expectations of its 
Proco—‘programmed combustion’ 
—petrol engine. This petrol- 
saving unit, using carefully con- 
trolled combustion chamber 
design and operation for fuel 
economy, has yet to go into pro- 
duction. Could it be that Ford 
fears the Proco’s high-precision 
machining requirements may not 
be attainable in mass-production? 
Certainly, Ford has started talks 
with Cummins, the diesel-engine 
makers, about asmall, lightweight 
engine for private cars. 


It took Volkswagen’s top-of-the- 
range Audi 100 to show the world 
that there’s nothing wrong with 
an odd number of cylinders— 
something that  truck-engine 
designers could have told the 
car makers years ago. Now BL 
is taking an interest in the odd- 
cylinder idea. Several three- 
cylinder prototypes are running 
around the Midlands on long- 
term test. Initial findings are that, 
in a fairly small engine, these 
cylinders are about as smooth as 
four, and have, if anything, 
better low-speed pulling power. 
They also use less fuel. 


As motor manufacturers ap- 
proach the 1980s with a largely 
fuel-thirsty collection of 1970s 
engines, expect to see wider use of 
the turbocharger. It’s a designer’s 
dream, using otherwise-wasted 
exhaust gas to drive a turbine that 
blows more fuel/air mixture into 
the engine. Hitherto, turbos have 
been used as out-and-out per- 
formance boosters (911 Porsche 
Turbo), but they can also give the 
best of both worlds: a turbo- 
charged 2litre can be sparing on 
fuel when driven nor- 
mally, yet accelerate 

like a 3litre when 

required. IAN WEBB 


ENGINEER'S 
ESSAY 


Quick 
savings 


— 


| REGULARLY receive letters from meticu- 
lously careful drivers who are bewildered 
and frequently annoyed by the unexpec- 
tedly high fuel consumption of cars bought 
on the ‘advice’ of government figures. I 
often have difficulty explaining to them 
that it is traffic-flow conditions in and 
around towns, and slow progress, that 
swallow fuel as effectively as fast motoring. 

Recently, BMW sent three of its 733i 
saloons (one a 4-speed manual, the others 
automatics) on a 24hr drive down the 
longest continuous motorway in Europe— 
Dunkirk to Reggio di Calabria, in 
southern Italy—to prove that three adults 
can travel very quickly by car to sun and 
sea, and for as ‘little’ as it costs to fly. 

All right, it’s possible to dismiss the 
whole thing as a stunt—an advertisement 
for a large and expensive car, a waste of 
precious fuel, an ego trip for the drivers 
involved. Or you can accept it, as I did, 
as an opportunity to carry out average- 
speed and fuel-consumption tests, to com- 
pare them with the government’s findings, 
and to draw a number of inferences. 

Traffic, road and weather conditions 


CAR RADIOS 
-& STEREOS 


FROM THE NORTH'S No. 1 CAR RADIO STATION 


DRIVE IN! WRITE IN! PHONE IN! 
NAME THE MAKE. WE'VE GOT IT! 


FITTING 
WHILE-U-WAIT 
SERVICE 


FULLY GUARANTEED 
An extensive range ALWAYS in stock: 

HITACHI, SHARP, PHILIPS, NATIONAL PANASONIC, 
AIWA, BLAUPUNKT, PIONEER, PYE, AMSTRAD, 
RADIOMOBILE, MOTORADIO, SANYO, MOTOROLA 
Etc, Etc. @SPEAKERS mAERIALS sKITS 


PART EXCHANGE WELCOME 
panes FULL REPAIR SERVICE 
P & P £1.50. C.0.D. £1 extra. 
OPEN 7 DAYS. 

TRANSOUND, 570 WILMSLOW ROAD, WITHINGTON, 


MANCHESTER 


PHONE YOUR ACCESS/BARCLAYCARD No. 
FOR RAPID DESPATCH. 061-434 6890 (ANYTIME) 
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varied as much as the temperament and 
driving style of the three people in my 
particular car, each of whom took it in 
turns to cover the 1666.6 miles in 22hr 
25min of actual motoring time—an 
average 74.3mph, with overall fuel con- 
sumption of 19.1mpg. With speed limits 
on French and Italian motorways of 
8l4mph and 874mph, and many repair 
sections where permitted speeds could be 
as low as 5Omph, this meant motoring fast 
wherever circumstances allowed. 

Congestion near and around Lille, Paris, 
Rome and Naples were as noticeable 
delaying factors as the fog, hailstorms, 
high winds and torrential rain that ham- 
pered rapid progress in the mountainous 
parts of France and Italy. But, wherever 
a steady speed, even relatively highspeeds, 
could be sustained, fuel consumption, 
though appreciably better, never was as 
good as the government’s steady-speed 
results obtained on the ‘rolling road’. 

Probably the most significant fact to 
emerge from the dash to Reggio di 
Calabria was that fuel consumption under 
actual driving conditions was related to 
traffic-flow and to road layout more than 
to average speed, and that lowering M-way 
limits would not result in fuel savings. 

At speeds between 38 and 70mph, fuel 
consumption was almost constant at 21-214 
mpg; only during slow progress on urban 
motorways and fast motoring in mountain- 
ous regions did mpg drop significantly. 

This fact contradicts all popular views 
that speed is the prime fuel-guzzling 
villain, and is notably at variance with 
fuel-consumption tests carried out under 
standardised conditions at steady speeds 
on traffic-free proving-grounds. For these 
Suggest that, at a constant 38mph, you 
could expect 3lmpg from your BMW, 
while 70mph would cut this to 24mpg. 

The BMWs used on the run were not 
outstanding examples of low weight or 
low aerodynamic drag, nor did they have 
high final-drive ratios—measures cur- 
rently being adopted by the motor 
industry to stretch fuel. Quite simply, 
good mpg was achieved by ‘reading’ the 
road well ahead, and controlling progress 
by smooth action; above all, avoiding a 
lead-footed approach to driving. 

(One of the other crews, which lopped 
off about 13min over the same distance, 
achieved that at the price of a fuel- 
consumption penalty of nearly 16°: it had 
a car with an automatic gearbox, and 
adopted a more aggressive driving style. 
The other crew, using a cruise-control, 
averaged 18.4mpg and achieved a 70mph 
average speed.) 

High average speed alone does not have 
the fuel-guzzling effect most of us assume 
it to have. There is more to motoring than 
scientific. logic. A generous speed limit 
prevents ‘bunching’ and allows drivers to 
travel at their own speeds. For most 
motorists, this means burning less fuel 
than they would on a normal 
cross-country route. 

MARCUS JACOBSON 
Chief Engineer of the AA 
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And the important point to 
remember about Ziebart sealant 
is that it flows and seeps into every 
crevice to ensure thorough 
protection. Even if you are 
unfortunate enough to dent your 
car, the flexible sealant will not 
crack, but maintains its 
position and keeps on 
protecting. 


There’s a whole lot more to 
rustproofing than some car 
manufacturers would have 

you believe. Although on-line 
rustproofing by the manufacturer 
helps and is a step in the right 
direction, it is, in our opinion, by 
no means the final answer. 


It is not practical with an on-line 
process to spend the amount of 
time that we feel is necessary to 
do a thorough rustproofing job. 


So how do WE doit.... 


.... Firstly, the car is givena 
thorough rust-check just to make 
sure that there is no rust damage 
already. Then, it is prepared to 
receive the Ziebart Rustproofing 
Process. Each section of the car is 
treated individually, using specially 
patented tooling, to ensure that the 
unique sealant makes its way into 
all the weld and seam areas that 
are most prone to rust. 


Ziebart (G.B.) LTD. is a member of the Envirogarde Group Ltd. 
Ziebart House, Dominion Way, Worthing West Sussex BN14 8PE. Telephone: 
Worthing (STD 0903) 204171. Telex: 87122 — Ziebrt. Franchise enquiries welcome. 


“Dont get caught wi 
your trousers down 


999 


Quality is of the utmost importance 
to Ziebart. Not only quality in the 
tools used to carry out the job, but 
in the overall process itself. Each 
car treated, undergoes a stringent 
quality control check before it 
receives the famous Ziebart 10 year 
or 100,000 mile guarantee. * It is 
this attention to quality that made 
Ziebart the FIRST rustproofing 
company to receive the AA Seal of 
Approval. A fact of which they are 
very proud, and that’s not all, 
Ziebart have kept-up their excellent 
high standards and for the 3rd year 
running, have maintained this 
coveted Seal of Approval — that’s 
quality for you. 


Ziebart Vehicle Rustproofing 
—we won't let you down. 


* Full details of our 10 year or 100,000 mile 


guarantee available on request. 


Ziebart 


Under Licence from Ziebart International Corporation 


-on the road for less. 
than 25 quid! 


Most mild steel 
exhaust systems are Usa 
guaranteed for one 
year; they might 
last eighteen months 
or slightly longer. 

A Grundy stainless steel exhaust ha 
a five year unlimited mileage guarantee @ pepe 
and it should last much longer. % — 

Invest in a Grundy stainless steel #&% Se ce 
exhaust system and reap the benefit. qqaam 

Greater durability and longer 
life mean definite money 
Savings, as a Grundy stainless a 
Steel system can last longer than thy 
mild steel exhausts. 7 

Grundy have an extensive range of ak 
exhaust systems to fit most popular _. 
UK and imported models so do 
yourself a favour and insist that your ¢ 
fitting station or garage fit a ore 7 
—and keep your exhaust off ~ 
the road. 


Some connecting parts are mild steel but fully guaranteed. ey oe 
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bs GRUNDY £—- 


Grundy Auto Products Ltd., 
Tafarnaubach Industrial Estate, 
* Tredegar, Gwent NP2 3XY. 

| » Telephone: 049-525 3962. 


HOW MUCH MONEY are you throwing away? If you use only 
Sgal of petrol a week, chances are that, over the next seven 
days, you will squander about 50p-worth—nearly half a 
gallon. And for no other reason than that your car’s 
carburettor is out of adjustment. 
_ Sadly, as AA studies show, you cannot always rely on a 
garage to do the job properly. One sure way to find out 
whether you’re frittering petrol is to invest in Colortune 500. 

It takes just a few minutes to set up the simple test that will 
tell you immediately if carburettor adjustments are necessary. 
If Colortune 500 shows a strong blue colour, all is well. If it 
shows a yellow/orange light .. . you’re wasting fuel, and need 
to take steps to Save It. 

The device carries the AA Seal of Approval, it can be used 
again and again, and it’s yours for only £5.95—a significant 
saving of £4.74 on the recommended selling-price. 

Complete the coupon, enclosing a cheque or PO payable to 
the AA. But hurry! This offer, available only to readers in 
Gt Britain and N Ireland, closes 31 December 1979. 

NB The standard kit fits only cars with 14mm sparkplugs. (Adaptors 
for cars with different sparkplugs are available from the manufacturer. ) 


Colortune — ny ies 
Recommended by BLMC, Rover, Ford, Chrysia } " fe prs 3 a 
Saab (6.8) Tecalemit-dackse sean ice teaches adie 
Toyota-and Marda (G.B ; ‘ 


The famous precision instrument 
that makes performance tuning, 


DRIVE Super Petrol Saving Offer 


NB You don't have to cut out this coupon, and, if you don't, please print a// the same 
details in the same order on a plain sheet of paper or postcard 


Name 
(BLOCK CAPITALS, PLEASE) 


Address 


Enter AA membership number below, or write ‘non-member’ 


Please send me______Colortune 500 Test Kit(s) ref 75543 


1 enclose my cheque/postal order for £ 


To: AA Mail Order Department, PO Box 50 
Basingstoke, Hants RG21 2EA 


Seven years ago, th 
80 launched Volkswagen’s front- 
wheel-drive success story. The 
ailing Beetle maker had wisely 
bought Audi’s fwd experience in 
its search for new models, and the 
deal included the fabulous litre 
engine that powered the 80 to 
successful European sales. 

VW’s Passat followed, virtually 
an 80 in disguise, and the VW Polo 
started life as an Audi, too. Now, 
the 80 has earned a relaunch. The 
familiar 1600cc engine and chassis 
have been clad by VW Scirocco- 
stylist Giugiaro in a longer, wider 
body that combines with a larger 
wheelbase and track to resemble 
the chunky Audi 100. There are 
also bigger price-tags for the 
three-model range. 

DRIVE ordered the middling GLS 
version to discover if I4litres can 
ever be value for 2litre money... 


How it goes 

The GLS’s 85bhp engine is identi- 
cal to that in VW’s Scirocco and 
Passat GLS models, with overall 
gearing midway between the two. 
At 183cwt, the big new 80GLS is 
only 3cwt heftier than the Passat, 
which helps towards its lively 
accelerator response. 

In fact, this impressive and 
deceptively easy-going engine 
propels the Audi with all the verve 
of an Alfa Romeo Giulietta—and 
with far fewer complications. It 
loves to be revved, yet can also 
pull sweetly and strongly from 
below 25mph. 

The tachometer is red-lined at 
6500rpm, which, combined with 
the new, higher gearbox ratios, 
enables nicely spaced maximum 
speeds in each gear (see table). 
Plug fouling can cause a fleeting 
misfire at high speeds after pro- 
longed gentle driving, but this is 
self-correcting, as is a tendency 
to stumble when asked to slog 
from low speed after a brief stop. 

As a town car, the Audi idles 
evenly, and our car never stalled 
—even after a quick cold start. 
(VW-Audi’s automatic choke 
warm-up problems are now 
behind it, it seems.) A blue 
telltale lamp glows until the 
coolant temperature has reached 
the point where it is safe to work 
the engine hard. 

Our test car’s gear change 
started to misbehave after a while, 
the reverse gear guard failing (not 
for the first time, in our experi- 
ence) to prevent embarrassing 
graunches. When it’s functioning 
properly, it’s a pleasing and pre- 
cise shift, with only mild synchro- 
mesh obstructiveness, and it’s 
matched by an easy clutch action. 

The suppression of engine boom 
at all legal cruising speeds is a 
major improvement. 

It was the original Audi 80 that 
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first used the special steering 
geometry that prevents sideways 
slewing on a patch of ice or after 
a puncture. Unfortunately, it also 
produced a woolly, remote-con- 
trol feeling through the steering 
wheel that was better suppressed 
in subsequent VWs (especially the 
Golf). The new Audi 80’s steering 
certainly transmits reliable infor- 
mation about the front wheels’ 
grip in rainy weather, and its 
response to minor corrections 
from a straight-ahead course is 
now less vague. 

Roadholding in fast cornering is 
excellent on the GLS version’s 
70-Series radials. Our Audi 
zoomed round bends with a lack 
of roll and a degree of poise that 
defied its front-end weight bias; 
it makes few demands and covers 
almost any driver error. 

Audi’s ‘we know best’ approach 
is also apparent on the facia, 
where information about water 
temperature, charge rate and oil 
pressure is limited to warning 
lamps in aneat-but-sparse display. 
The sound of the cooling fan 
switching on, which it does regu- 
larly in traffic, is the only other 
clue to the engine’s wellbeing. 
Instead, the Audi driver is con- 
fronted by an ‘econometer’—an 
uncalibrated vacuum gauge that 
merely serves to confuse: when 
you’re doing well its needle drops 
towards the floor, yet the fuel 
gauge needle alongside works in 
the opposite direction. 

The accurate tachometer dial 


HOW GOOD 

At-a-glance 

DRIVE’s verdict on the Audi 
80GLS, taking into consideration 
its rivals, its price and what kind 
of car it's meant to be 
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also contains a small clock that is 
illegible to all except the driver, 
and the unhelpfully marked 
speedometer was inexcusably 
optimistic on our test car, reading 
774mph at a true 7Omph. 

Chunky rocker switches that 
form two edges of the instrument 
cowling are within fingertip reach 
of the steering wheel, but they too 
have their problems: it requires 
great care to manage one click for 
sidelights instead of two for head- 
lamps, for example; and drivers 
have to remember to switch the 
heated rear window Off as no tell- 
tale is provided. The horn, 
operated by the steering wheel 
spokes, emits a pitiful moan that 
ill-befits this social climber. All 
other driving functions are con- 
trolled from two _ convenient 
column-mounted stalks. 

If there are diminutive drivers in 
your family, you should specify 
the optional-extra  seat-height 
adjustment, which ought to be 
standard, as the 80’s driving posi- 
tion is worryingly low. With this 
big problem resolved, the seat’s 
legroom, range and support is 
excellent, with a firmness that 
proves welcome on longer drives. 
The accelerator is a shade heavy, 
but pedals are well placed. 

Powerful halogen headlamps 
could cause problems for oncom- 
ing traffic as there’s no easy pro- 
vision for retrimming. The wipers 
make no mistakes, however, and 
powerful water jets can clean the 
headlamps when the screen 
washers are operated—a standard 
GLS feature. 


How comfortable 
Rear-seat room and comfort have 
benefited tremendously from the 
increased dimensions of the new 
80. Both rear leg- and kneeroom 
are 2—3in better than in the Passat, 
and the seat’s shaping and support 
is nowrespectable, even compared 
to 2litre saloons of this price. The 
only immediate shortcomings are 
the absence of a centre armrest, 
a rear interior lamp (though there 
are rear-door courtesy switches 
for the solitary front lamp), and 
separate rear-footwell heating. 
Our more-critical rear pas- 
sengers noticed some exhaust 
noise, but always the dominant 
sound is from the road. Perhaps 
because it is so much quieter in 
other respects, the new Audi’s 
road-roar and thumping over 
ridges are all the more audible. 
Its ride is certainly better than 
before, but it feels nowhere near 
as level and unruffled as some 
better £5000-plus saloons. There 
is a marked deterioration with a 
full load aboard, too, with more 
tyre thumping, a lot of unsettling 
heaving and lurching over humps, 
and a distinct nod of the bonnet 
in response to acceleration and 
deceleration. We'd be less critical 
if the new 80 were £1000 cheaper. 
Though the interior is hardly 


AUDI 80GLS 


Front engine: 1588cc/4cyl, OHC (belt): 
one twin-venturi carb; 85bhp at 5600rpm 
Front drive: 4 gears; 17.7mph/1000rpm 
Suspension: front—ind damper/struts, 
coil springs, anti-roll bar; rear—torsion 
beam axle, coil springs, Panhard rod 
Steering: rack and pinion, 34 turns/ 334ft 
circle; 5J steel wheels, 175/70 SR 13 
radials 

Brakes: servoed discs front, drums rear 


Parts/repairs (inc VAT) 

clutch £46.80 (fitting 3.3hr) 

exhaust £73.63 (1.1hr) 

headlamp unit £33.84 (O.4hr) 

front bumper £55.07 (0.8hr) 
laminated windscreen £107.52 (0.7hr)} 


oil filter and points £4.97 (O.6hr) 
major service 10,000 miles (2.7hr) 


per year per mile 
Running costs £786 6.55p 
Loss of value £393 3.28p 
Total depreciation £1289 10.74p 


Insurance group 6 


THE RIVALS CLOCK IN 


Alfa Romeo Giulietta 1.6 
Fiat 132 2 litre 

Mazda Montrose 2000GLS 
Vauxhall Cavalier 1600GL 


Peugeot 504 
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FUEL 2-star/91 octane min 
overall consumption 343mpg 
effective tank range 450 miles/13gal 


Normal range of consumption 

hard driving, heaw traffic 27mpg 
short journey, suburban 28zmpg 
motorway—/Omph cruising 334mMpg 
mixed roads—brisk, 50mph cruising 353mpg 
quiet rural—4Omph cruising 41zmpg 
Consumption at steady speeds 

30mph 583mpg 
56mph 403mpg 
7Omph 33impg 
100mph 20mpg 


SAFETY CHECKS 


steering: energy 


hazard warning: fitted? Yes 


; d % efficiency (ideal car's braking performance falls absorbing? Yes interior: well padded? No 
pp eer aueers within central zone—above, too heavy, below, too light) _ front seats: secure w/screen: laminated? Yes 
in gears max engine speed mounts ? Yes doors: crashproof? Yes 

used 6500rpm; Fade test pedal pressure needed for 75% stop head restraint? Yes childproof? Yes 
max in top 5800rpm; (ideal car would show no variation) front belts: effective? Yes petrol: spillproof? Yes 
(53) 2 4 standing + mile 38lb at start; 42lb in constant use; 80Ib in severe use convenient? Yes brakes: failsafe? Yes 
18.8sec Watersplash 60lb at first, 4 stops to recover rear belts: fitted? No load sensitive? No 
FUEL MAXIMUM 30—50MPH OVERALL MAXIMUM TYPICAL STEERING 
ON-ROAD CAPACITY OVERALL SPEED O-6OMPH IN TOP BEST STOP LENGTH LEGROOM LEGROOM ~~ TURNS/ 
PRICE (£) (CC) (MPG) (MPH) (SEC) (SEC) (% g/Ib) (FT/IN) FRONT (IN) REAR (IN) CIRCLE (FT) 
4895 1570 293 104 122 (eee) 100+/40 Ute ke 414 411 32/364 
5893 1995 297 105 10.7 9.2 (Ath) 100/65 TACSz 393 40 3/354 (P) 
4840 1970 294 101 11.8 8.3 (4th) 93/45 14/1" 403 394 5/313 
4421 1584 29+ 96 12.6 113 97/50 14° 7" 404 373 44/32 
4775 1796 28 94 14.6 10.3 98/70 14’ 9” 413 39 43/334 
4th—4th gear P—power steering 
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Ian Dawson 


lavish at the price, what is fitted 
is undoubtedly of good quality. 
Carpeting and seat trim are of 
the same high quality as in the 

100 range, and, despite Audi’s 
liking for pastel shades that too 
easily show stains, the sheer 
quality helps spring cleaning. 
There’s a plethora of undisguised 
plastic, too, which is at least easy 
to clean—if rather clinical. 

The heater provides a good flow: 
of warmth up-front with reason- 
able temperature variations, des- 
pite the retention of a relatively 
crude (and cheap) water-valve 
control. The outboard pair of 
facia vents also deliver warm air, 
while the inboard duo offer cold 
air, and the only volume adjust- 
ment for them all is fan boosting. 
It’s a capable system, but no more 
than adequate at the price. 

Normally light and undemand- 
ing on the move, the steering can 
become unwieldy when parking 
—not helped by the too-promi- 
nent steering wheel and _ its 
absence of adjustments for reach 
and rake. Rear-quarter vision is 
ample (best appreciated when 
emerging from an acutely angled 
side road), and the special lip on 
the rear window’s seal keeps rain 
off the glass en route. 

As is becoming increasingly 
common, the Audi’s boot length 
is not generous, as the fuel tank 
sits vertically between luggage 
and rear seat for rear-end crash 
safety. The 80’s styling compen- 
sates with a generous load height, 
so one tends to stack suitcases on 
their sides. Rear side lamps also 
illuminate the boot’s plastic-lined 
depths. The high load sill and the 
spare wheel’s intrusion on load 
width combine to make luggage 
space only just sufficient for a 
family holiday. Inside, oddments 
room is reasonable, with door 
bins, a locking glovebox, centre 
console tray and a usable rear 
window shelf. 


How strong 

Like VW’s, the new Audi 80’s 
doors have to be shut with a 
hefty slam because the door seal- 
ing is almost too good. In other 
respects, too, things seem to go 
only from good to better. While 
the present generation of VW- 


Audis has won our praise for 


conscientious rust protection and 
paint finish, the new 80 sets even 
higher standards. Our car’s metal- 
lic paint was impeccably finished, 
as befits Audi’s up-market aspira- 
tions. In addition to a thoroughly 
applied layer of flexible pve 
underneath, the sills get a chip- 
resistant treatment, the door 
seams are sealed with plastic strip 
to eradicate rust ‘bleeding’, and 
the steel-core bumpers are plastic- 
coated to withstand weather and 
low-speed nudges. Finally, the 
test car’s box sections boasted a 
thorough internal coating of wax 
spray, applied by lance through 
grommeted holes. 

VW-Audi backs its quality con- 
trol with a six-year anti-rust 
warranty. Owners pay only a 
nominal sum to have the car body 
checked periodically, so this 
indemnity seems worthwhile. 


How safe 

Having hurtled round the test 
track with calculated clumsiness, 
DRIVE’s testers emerged unscathed 
to vouch for this Audi’s stability 
and fail-safe handling. Clever 
engineering means that the 80 
does not feel hard work to control 
in fast cornering, and, when it 
finally starts running wide of its 
course (into understeer), easing- 
off the accelerator is all that’s 
needed to pull it back into line. 
The brakes feel fine, too, except 
under extreme duress, when fade 
sets in to a noticeable—f toler- 
able—degree. They also take their 
time to recover from a soaking. 
Our safety check-list shows a 
good tally of ‘ayes’, our most 
serious dissent being with the 
interior’s padding—unprotected 
roof areas behind the visors, for 
example. Full marks are given to 
the front seatbelts, with reels con- 
cealed in the centre pillars and 
buckles that move with the front 
seats to make them feel an 
integral part of the car—and con- 
venient, too. Outside, all lamps 
can be seen from the side and are 
ribbed, Mercedes-style, to stay 
clean in bad weather. Even the 
boot’s elegant latch is recessed. 


How much 
Fuel shortages during this test 


gave our drivers reason to bless 
the Audi’s 1l6gal tank, which 
offers a phenomenally good range. 

After recent experience of the 
identically powered (if higher 
geared) VW Passat GLS, we were 
expecting something special of the 
80’s mpg—and we weren’t disap- 
pointed, as our table reveals. 

Routine maintenance occurs at 
5000-mile intervals, and at 10,000 
miles for major services, when the 
23hr labour time quoted should 
cover all the routine jobs that VW- 
Audi anticipates. Shorter times 
are sometimes quoted for the plug- 
in diagnostic check, but not for the 
resultant servicing. Parts prices 
are dear but not prohibitive, and 
their fitting times are particularly 
swift—confirming the car’s good 
underbonnet accessibility. All this 
results in running costs that are 
very reasonable. 

The 80 is a perfectly feasible 
proposition for the front-garden 
mechanic, but he’ll need some 
special tools and a meter or two. 

The old 80’s depreciation has 
been heavy over the last 24 years 
and insurance is fairly costly in 
Group 6 (some imported 1|4litre 
cares are Group 4). However, this 
new version could establish better 
sales and secondhand values. 


Verdict 

At £5200, the Audi 80GLS seems 
expensive. It is, after all, only 
1600cc of four-door family saloon, 
with pleasant trimming and no 
more than the customary amount 
of equipment and comforts. Beneath 
its new styling, it is merely a 
technical revamp of its predecessor, 
and there’s much in common with 
VW’s cheaper Passat estate. 

Yet the more we drove it, the more 
attractive the 80 became. Not 
particularly adrenalin-stirring, this 
Audi is lively and likeable enough, 
with very stable and civilised road 
manners. Rather than aiming for 
the ultimate in dynamic behaviour, 
VW/Audi appears to have built the 
80 for conservation. Whether that 
is measured in terms of driver con- 
fidence, rust resistance or miles per 
tankful, there are few saloons of 
similar size that can match this 
Audi’s aura. Who was it who said 
that, in the end, only expensive 
things prove cheap? 


All measurements in inches 


kerbweight 183cwt 
overall length 14ft 62in 
overall width 5ft 64in 
overall height 4ft 52in 


For the men in our panel of 
amateur testers, the Audi 80GLS 
meant love at first sight. Only 
25-year-old housewife Claire 
Parker had doubts... 

‘When I started it up, I couldn’t 
hear the engine at all,’ said Claire, 
‘and its idle was so vibration-free 
that once, at a junction, I thought 
I'd stalled. Even at 70mph, I could 
talk without raising my voice. 

‘I was staggered at the car’s turn 
of speed just by flooring the 
accelerator. Roadholding was 
good, too, but I don’t like the 
steering—understeer, do you call 
it? You turn the wheel and nothing 
happens. In all, it’s a smart, well- 
finished saloon that goes faster than 
it looks. Just right for a family man 
in his forties, perhaps, but definitely 
not for me.’ 

Building consultant Fred Pocock 
cheerfully admitted to being 50 and 
an Audi 80 fan. ‘It’s a marvellous 
motor. I had great difficulty finding 
any fault. It’s smooth and noise- 
less—definitely roomier and quieter 
than the old 80. But I can’t con- 
firm VW/ Audi’s claim about ‘‘6in- 
thick brick wall’’ soundproofing— 
in this country, there’s no such 
thing as a 6in brick wall! 

‘I can’t agree with Claire: the 
steering felt as if a giant hand was 
picking up the Audi and turning it 
for you. I. would be happy saving 
the extra cash for this Audi rather 
than settling for a cheaper rival.’ 

Ron Daly, 32-year-old, married 
air-traffic controller, grinned at 
Claire: ‘I’ve got past the boy- 
racer stage,’ he said. ‘The new 
Audi’s got performance with style 
and grace—and it’s sumptuous. At 
70mph, you can hear yourself think, 
and there’s still plenty of power in 
reserve, as the second choke comes- 
in like an automatic’s kickdown— 
very useful. But I did feel as if I 
were sitting too low down. I recog- 
nised a lot of VW Golf bits under 
the bonnet, so I’d be happy to do 
some DIY work on the Audi. Yes, 
a good salesman could get me to 
buy it!” 

DRIVE car-tester Peter Denayer 
comments: ‘Well, Claire, when you 
really get ‘understeer’ a lot hap- 
pens! The 80’s driving seat height 
was a problem for me, too. I think 
the optional-extra height setting 
should help.’ 


We know exactly 
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You see, the day they wheel your new 
car out of the factory it starts to do 
something you’ve probably never thought 
of. It starts to rust. Which means chances 
are, ina few months it will start to go in 
some very ugly spots. 

Like the doors. 

The sills. 

And the wings. 

As long as you ignore it, it will travel 
further afield to other spots. Some are very 
dangerous, like the suspension mountings 
or the brake pipes. 

You really must act the moment you 
order your car, or at the latest within three 
months of receiving the keys. 

Of course, there are quite a few rust 
proofing companies to choose from. But 
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can they match Bodyshield? All we ask you 
to do is ask your garage a few simple 
questions. 

Does the treatment smell? 

(ours doesn’t) Does it drip? (ours doesn’t) 
Is it clean? (ours is) Does !t protect every 
hidden area? (ours does). 

Then ask if you can inspect the work 
afterwards with a fibre optic probe, like the 
ones surgeons use to examine the human 
body. (We encourage you to do just this. ) 

Also, ask if the company 
automatically sends out reminders for you 
to bring the car in for regular inspections. 
(We do. With those that don’t, your 
guarantee could be null and void within a 
year. ) 

* And whilst on the subject of 


Here 


Here 


guarantees, ask your garage which 
company issues an unlimited mileage 
guarantee, transferable any number of 
times. (We do, because we believe it’s the 
best deal we can give you.) 

And finally, if you still can’t decide 
ask yourself, would a company like Castrol 
put their name toa product that wasn’t 
No. 1? 

After this question-and-answer 
session, we’re sure you'll come to one 
conclusion — to order Bodyshield. 

That way, at least you know on the 
day you drive your car away, there are 
certain places where it will never go. 


BODYSHIELD 


RUSTPROTECTION 
Using products developed by Castrol 


For a brochure and a list of centres, or if you'd like a Bodyshield franchise, write to us at Bodyshield, Crown House, Unit 7, Ashville Trading Estate, 


Nuffield Way, Abingdon, Oxon. 


‘Son of DAT was the Gidal 
name adopted in the 1930s by 
Japanese financiers for their 
brainchild—an assembly plant 
for Austin 7s. Now, Dat Son has 
grown up into the Oriental giant 
Datsun, whose best-selling model 
is the Sunny, currently in its 
fourth reincarnation. 

British motorists, it seems, love 
a tried and trusted foreigner, for 
more than 35,000 Sunnys brought 
a gleam to buyers’ eyes in 1977 
alone, making it our most popular 
‘true’ import. And they don’t 
come more conservative than this 
Japanese, for even today’s New 
Sunny is as traditional as a geisha: 
under its fresh cladding there’s 
the same power unit, and its ‘new’ 
rear axle merely imitates the 
Vauxhall Vivas and Hillman 
Avengers of 10 years ago. 

Has this latest son of Sunny 
really got what it takes to inherit 
Datsun’s place in the family-car 
league table? 


How it goes 

Each new Datsun model seems 
bigger than the one it replaces, 
yet the engines are unchanged. 
While the New Sunny looks bigger 
than it really is, the 4-door saloon 
that DRIVE tested weighs almost 
lcwt more, and the same 
modestly-powered 117lcc engine 
has to cope with higher overall 
gearing, too. 

If you can manage to yank the 
choke right out, the Sunny starts 
instantly from cold. Our car’s 
warm-up period revealed some 
accelerator raggedness on part 
throttle, which we lessened by 
leaving the air cleaner’s intake 
flap on its ‘winter’ setting in all 
but very warm conditions. 

Despite the advantages of a well- 
run-in engine, perfect tuning and 
good test weather, our sample 
couldn’t overcome its weight and 
gearing handicaps. It’s test track 
performance was frankly dis- 
appointing, and the Sunny 1200 
GLS is now one of the slowest in 
its class, both in and through the 
gears—top-gear acceleration be- 
ing the most impaired. A motor- 
way gradient demands a heavy 
foot to sustain 65mph, and full 
throttle plus frequent gear changes 
are needed to keep up with a 
random cross-section of traffic. 
The sunnier side of such gutless 
behaviour, detailed in the table 
opposite, is seen in the Datsun’s 
fuel economy; but the Renault 14 
and Datsun’s domestic rival, the 
Mazda 323, are both cheap to fuel 
and livelier to drive. 

Fortunately, the hard-worked 
gear shift remains a delight, 
flicking its way around the gate 
with fingertip ease. The clutch is 
effortless, too, though some 
testers wished for more ‘feel’ at 
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the boIne of eoacenent On the 
test track, our brutal standing- 
starts revealed some clutch slip, 
and our car could not get under 
way on a I-in-3 hill (even a 1-in-4 
can be a struggle when the car is 
laden). 

Credit points? Well, the Sunny’s 
driving position and controls have 
a lot of appeal. Better legroom, a 
clearer outlook and more seat 
support for the spine mean that 
longer trips can be made without 
fatigue, and, apart from one or 
two details, all pedals and switches 
work with precision. 

The blank face of a dial reserved 
for the coupé’s tachometer is 
irritating, and telltale lamps are 
scattered unnecessarily when 
there’s a largely unoccupied area 
for their grouping on the right of 
the facia. Headlamps work well 
despite a lack of instant adjust- 
ment. The sensible wipers have 
an intermittent setting as well as 
a brief wash-wipe at a flick of the 
stalk—good features at the price. 

The speedometer is tolerably 
accurate (2+mph fast by 70mph), 
and a clock and temperature and 
fuel gauges are provided, as well 
as a trip mileage-recorder and a 
choke-warning lamp. (This last is 
essential, as the choke’s pull-out 
knob is nasty to grasp—a nail- 
breaking trial for our lady drivers.) 
Both mirrors do their job well, the 
inside one dipping at night with- 
out losing adjustment. 

New though the rear suspension 


HOW GOOD 


At-a-glance 


DRIVE’s verdict on the Datsun New 


Sunny 1200GLS, taking into 
consideration its rivals, its price 
and what kind of car it’s meant 
to be 


Out of 10 
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may be, 
steady the Sunny through the sort 
of bumpy bends that would throw 
its predecessor into such a dither. 
Cornering is grippy and willing, 
despite the ‘old fashioned’ recir- 
culating-ball steering’s lack of 
information about the tyres’ hold 
during brisk cornering. The 
Sunny still feels sloppy and vague 
when pointed straight ahead, and 
light suspension damping that 
allows it to heave over undulating 
roads adds to the car’s directional 
imprecision. 

All this makes the New Sunny 
feel less of a fun machine than 
such rivals as Volkswagen’s Derby 
or Vauxhall’s Chevette. There’s 
no question about its stability, 
though, for the Sunny shines with 
safety even at the limits of its 
roadholding. 


How comfortable 

Suspension changes have achieved 
little in this department. There’s 
still a heavy, unsprung live axle 
under the Sunny’s rear that 
tends to buck the bodywork while 
travelling over indifferent road 
surfaces. When the going gets 
really rough, however, the ride 
redeems itself. The body doesn’t 
crash and creak, and road-roar 


from cobbles and coarse asphalt © 


is muted, too. Generally, though, 
the car’s ride remains . . . well, 
undistinguished. 

Where the New Sunny does excel 
is in its smooth operation and 
noise suppression. Its virtually 
inaudible 600rpm tickover must 
win a few sales by itself, and 
cruising at any speed up to 60mph 
is a relaxing, noiseless experience. 
The high gearing makes 25mph a 
minimum speed in top gear, yet 
the model remains a good example 
of how easy controls can help to 
make town driving smooth. 
Deeper windows assist parking, 
too, and the low-geared steering 
offers tight turning circles for only 
average effort. 

Our passengers tended to com- 
pete for the front seat. In contrast 
to its spaciousness, warmth and 
comfort, those behind get short 
measure, sitting with knees 
pressed against the front-seat 
backs (unless adjusted well for- 
ward) and suffering limited head- 
room. The rear-legroom figures 
on our diagram are poor even by 
small-car standards, and the rivals 
table shows just how much 
roomier some of them are. 

We rate the back seat as suitable 
for pre-teens only—except that 
there are no childproof latches to 
stop them falling out of this four- 
door saloon. Parents are warned 
of insecure front doors only— 
when the rooflamp flashes. 

Heating is not apparent in the 
rear footwells, but good warmth 


| surrounds front occupants’ toes. 


The single, all-purpose airflow 
direction control is confusing and 
tempts drivers to look low down 


it does no more than 


DATSUN NEW SUNNY 1200GLS 


Front engine; 117 1cc/4cyl, OHV (chain); 
one twin-venturi carb; 52bhp at 5600rpm 
Rear drive: 4 gears; 16.8mph/1000rpm 
Suspension: front—ind damper/struts, 
coil springs, anti-roll bar; rear—tive axle, 
coil springs, four links 

Steering: recirculating ball, 44 turns/293ft 
circle; 45J wheels, 155SR 18, radials 
Brakes: servoed discs front, drums rear 


Parts/repairs (inc VAT) 

clutch £44.60 (fitting 2.4hr) 

exhaust £27.89 (0.7hr) 

headlamp unit £11.79 (0.4hr) 

front bumper £38.70 (0.4hr) 
laminated windscreen £41.92 (1.8hr) 


oil filter and points £4.82 (O.3hr) 


major service 6000 miles (2+hr average) 


per year permile 
Running costs £654 5.45p 
Loss of value £85 0.70p 
Total depreciation £654 5.45p 


Insurance group = 3/4 


THE RIVALS CLOCK IN 


VW Derby LS1100 


Austin Allegro 1300S 
Mazda 1300 hatchback 


Renault 14TL 
Lada 1300ES 


| PERFORMANCE BRAKES—pedal pressures and responses FUEL 2-star/88 octane min 
2% Slee aoe | | effective tank range 250 miles/9gel 
5.1 83 124 18.8 281 80 b ie gradient | _ 
1in3 Normal range of consumption 
hard driving, heavy traffic 294mpg 
707 short journey, suburban 305mpg 
Re ts ge 3 h 40 ; 5 ty ) 2 motorway—7Omph cruising 32impg 
ee OS Saas FOU ER Se 60 mal Sali i mixed roads—brisk, 50mph cruising 36impg 
o quiet rural—40Omph cruising 463mpg 
50 re if if Consumption at steady speeds 
i oe | 30mph 614mpg 
AQ |-o S38 56mph 403mpg 
= S\o = ; 

6 92 7Omph 325mMpg 
| Top-gear acceleration (sec) i 30 RS max mph 223mpq 
20/9 
| Sipe SAFETY CHECKS 
10 fae 30 40 ‘50 60 70 80 90 100 steering: energy hazard warning: fitted? Yes 

Maximum speeds % efficiency (ideal car's braking performance falls absorbing? Yes interior: well padded? Yes 
in gears within central zone—above, too heavy, below, too light) front seats: secure w/screen: laminated? No 
max engine speed mounts? Yes doors: crashproof? Yes 
used 6250rpm; Fade test pedal pressure needed for 75% stop head restraint? Yes childproof? No 
2 4 max in top 5100rpm; (ideal car would show no variation) front belts: effective? No _ petrol: spillproof? No 
standing mile 42\b at start; 42Ib in constant use; 50Ib in severe use convenient? Yes brakes: failsafe? Yes 
21.3sec Watersplash immediate recovery rear belts: fitted? No load sensitive? No 
FUEL MAXIMUM 30—50MPH OVERALL MAXIMUM TYPICAL STEERING 
| ON-ROAD CAPACITY OVERALL SPEED O-60MPH IN TOP BEST STOP LENGTH LEGROOM LEGROOM_ TURNS/ 
| PRICE (£) (CC) (MPG) (MPH) (SEC) (SEC) (% g/Ib) -_(FT/IN) FRONT (IN) REAR (IN) CIRCLE (FT) 
3480 1093 38 87 THzZ 10.9 95/80 1228% 401 363 32/301 
| 3530 1275 Keay 85 19.0 V239) 90/55 12’ 73" 40 404 314/34 
i 3616 Wane 364 89 15:3 18 100/40 1300" 393 372 43/294 
3599 1218 364 89 14.8 iS. 90/70 eee” 41 38 4/323 
| 2691 1294 28 87 17.4 13.2 96/70 Taeae ao 38 3/36 
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Ian Dawson 


fault is that its screen-demist 
setting still allows cold air to 
dribble out at floor-level. The 
four facia vents have generous 
output (the outer pair blowing at 
the heater’s temperature), but 
there is no way of adjusting their 
volume other than using the quiet, 
three-speed booster fan. 


How tough 
Our testers noticed that the 
Sunny’s wide frame quivered 


when its doors were shut enthu- 
siastically; the wings, too, reveal 
remarkable flimsiness when 
pressed. But there’s no denying 
the quality of fit and finish that 
Datsun achieves in spite of its 
high production figures. 

Underneath, -ourc experts 
approved of the suspension’s life- 
preserving grease points, and 
there’s a neat layout of routine 
service items that should 
encourage any aspiring home 
mechanic. In some respects, in 
fact, the Sunny’s simplicity verges 
on the primitive—there is no 
coolant expansion tank, for 
example, and the cooling fan has 
a fixed-pulley drive. 

In almost a year’s service, our 
test car had suffered a few paint 
chips, from which rust was 
hungrily foraging. But the 
bumpers’ chrome-plating looked 
better than on some Japanese 
cars, and Datsun is showing more 
determination to prevent rust get- 
ting a hold underneath. 

Door seams are now sealed with 
pve strips and the front wheel- 
arches have plastic liners to stop 
mud collecting. A bituminous 
compound is used to rustproof the 
floorpan—not entirely satisfac- 
tory because its application is 
inadequate in such obscure 
corners as the wheelarch lips and 
upper edges of the fuel tank. 
Generally, more needs to be 
done if Datsun wants its reputa- 
tion for longevity to spread to the 
New Sunny’s body. Currently, the 
robust engine seems likely to out- 
last the bodywork. 


How safe 

Weak Sunny power means that it 
is almost impossible to accelerate 
the tail into a slide, even in the 
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while trying to reset it. Another 


track steering pad, the size of a 
large roundabout, flat-out in third 
at a steady-but-stable 35mph. 

Datsun’s brakes are an object 
lesson in proper servo-assistance. 
The pedal feels firm and progres- 
sive in ordinary use, and needs a 
firm, 7Olb shove to attain an 
emergency stop that’s not. far 
short of 100°% efficiency+—just the 
kind of panic stamp that drivers 
apply instinctively. There’s little 
fade; the handbrake is extremely 
powerful; and water seems to 
have no harmful effects. 

It’s surprising, however, to find 
injury-prevention deficiencies ina 
revamped car. For example, the 
petrol tank’s vulnerability to a 
rear-end shunt is more than most 
manufacturers would tolerate 
today, and the absence of child- 
proof latches on the rear doors is 
even more startling. 

It’s good to see careful roof 
padding behind the sunvisors, but 
the windscreen should be lami- 
nated as well as tinted; this can 
be fitted as a replacement, but not 
as a factory option. 


How much 

Datsun virtually invented the con- 
cept of the modest family saloon 
with all ‘extras’ as standard, so it 
comes as a surprise to be asked an 
extra £48.59 for the New Sunny’s 
push-button radio—which works 
extremely well and is in fact worth 
having at this modest price. Apart 
from the omissions mentioned 
earlier, the model still offers a 
good tally of features such as 
tinted glass, front head-restraints 
and reversing lamps, the single 
standard of trim apparently keep- 
ing it all down to an extremely 
competitive price. 


Value doesn’t end there, either, 


for Datsun spares prices seem 
more modest than those of most 
imports. As some insurers’ Group 
4 rating seems unrealistic, Datsun 
itself and some other companies 
can arrange more-reasonable 
terms. Depreciation on the earlier 
Sunny has been very low—it’s a 
car with keen secondhand fans. 


Maintenance is made rather 
more arduous than usual in a 
modern car by conservative 


All measurements in inches 


beyond the DIY man to use a 
grease gun and change transmis- 
sion oil. Underbonnet accessibility 
is first-class, with straightforward 
valve adjustment and easy car- 
burettor and distributor main- 
tenance. A small roll of tools clips 
securely with the convenient jack 
and wheelchocks on to one side 
of the boot—so much better than 
having them rattling about. 

Those who. arent forecourt 
‘regulars’ or ‘account. customers’ 
will appreciate the Sunny’s ability 
to run on any grade of petrol 
that’s available in Britain, and, 
although its consumption is not 
as frugal as the 39mpg we 
achieved on the original Sunny, 
six years ago, it’s. still good 
enough to rank among the best 
in its class. However, it must be 
acknowledged that there are 
roomier super-minis with 1000cc 
engines that are just as quick and 
more frugal than this 1200. 

Oil consumption is slight—one 
pint added between 6000-mile 
services will be enough. 


Verdict 

The reasons for the New Sunny’s 
shining success are almost as in- 
scrutable to DRIVE as our European 
motoring needs are to many of 
Japan’s car makers. 

Certainly, the New Sunny is a 
better-proportioned car—hand- 
some, even—but still it lacks the 
room and the comfort to suit full- 
sized Western families. Instead, 
the Sunny’s new bulk poses. a 
problem for Datsun UK, as this 
heftier model really needs more 
power—which could spoil the 
nicely-stepped range of engine 
sizes in the rest of the Datsun 
catalogue. (The 1400cc unit used 
in the New Sunny auto and coupé 
would improve this saloon’s per- 
formance at no great petrol cost.) 
So what is it that keeps this 
Easterner at the top of the 
importers’ pops? DRIVE can only 
assume that its blend of mechani- 
cal refinement, reliability and 
reasonable looks are priced just 
right for Mr Average’s pocket. 
And, when the Sunny is bathed in 
the light of the Rising Sun’s sales 
machine, its shortcomings naturally 
fade quietly away... 


kegoWeight 162¢cwt 


; ‘verall length 13ft 141n 
overall width 5ft 241n 
overall height 4ft 53in 


_EV 


Japanese engineers, but it’s not 
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More Sunnys are sold in Britain 
than any other imported car, so our 
professional testers were keen to 
hear just what it has that appeals to 
buyers. 

London builder Fred Pocock was 
completely sold: ‘I couldn’t find 
much to complain about. The steer- 
ing wheel could have had a nicer 
feel, and I kept pressing the horn 
buttons accidentally. The accelera- 
tion was poor—in fact, there didn’t 
seem to be any power at all, but at 
least it made for a quiet engine. 

‘T’d have difficulty choosing 
between it and a Ford Escort, but 
I thought the Datsun was smoother 
and more comfortable. There was 
a time when I’d have bought a car 
like this—despite its performance.’ 

‘I thought the engine was only a 
1000cc,’ said airways man Ron 
Daly. ‘It really needs a 1300 or 
1400cc engine—that’s its big fail- 
ing. But it was lovely and quiet, 
and at 70mph you could hold a 
normal conversation. 

‘After my VW Golf, the clutch 
seemed too light, but I got used to 
it. The gear change is nothing 
special, but I thought the ride was 
good—less bouncy than my Golf. 
For this sort of money, I’dalsolook 
at a Renault 14, especially as the 
whole car appeared frail to me; but 
I must admit that I could get to like 
the Sunny.’ 

Housewife Claire Parker was un- 
impressed—‘a dull car. I noticed 
how quiet the engine was—you 
could hardly hear it ticking over— 
but, there again, it was sluggish. 
The car cornered well, but then it 
couldn’t go fast enough to get into 
trouble. I thought the gearbox was 
nice, and the whole car was an 
undemanding drive . . . but I didn’t 
like its looks. It was too Japanese, 
with all those lumpy shapes and 
the stick-on-bits. 

I suppose the Sunny would suit 
Joe Bloggs if he wants a cheap car 
to go from A to B economically, 
but it’s too small and underpowered 
for me.’ 

DRIVE car-tester Peter Denayer 
replies: ‘Generally, familiarity 
seemed to breed coolness—if not 
contempt. The ride quality of Ron’s 
Golf may be forgiven for being 
bouncy at 86,000 miles—he tells 
me that it’s still running on the 
original dampers!’ 


SLEEPY north Somerset ag that many whcdnle may never 

have heard of has, with DRIVE’s help and jinitiative, set an 
example that, copied by every ‘motorist in Britain, could slash the 
nation’s petrol consumption by 200 million gallons a year. 

Now, after showing the remarkable savings that.can be made 
by doing little more than cultivating.a light.right foot, drivers in’ 
the Bristol Channel port of Watchet are challenging motorists 
throughout the country to follow in their tyre tracks and, every 
time there’s temptation to clog it, to remember sgh name of es 
little town and... Watch It! ; ; 


A coach driver, lorry driver, siabuldact driver, police driven 
delivery driver, sales rep, commuter, housewife, cabbie, driving 
instructor, garage owner, shop proprietor, district nurse, school- 
teacher . . . in June, DRIVE challenged 19 Watchet drivers to 
show what they could do in their own, familiar cars. ae 
They responded by eg uP; betweert them, an, ayer e Sy as Watchet Man Roland Fielding: ‘We've all got to save fuel” 
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SAVE IT IN WATCHET 
saving of 8’.—more than the 5% cutback 
demanded by Energy Minister David 


Howell. A result that, achieved nation-4 |. 


wide, could trim Britain’s annual oil- 
import bill by £140 million . . . give the 
OPEC nations a clear indication that 
their dire warnings are being heeded... 
and, based on the Watchet drivers’ 
annual mileage and pre-economy-run 
mpg figures, represent a £20-a-year saving 
on the average motorist’s petrol bill. 

That’s just for starters. For, if the 
people of Watchet carry on as they’ve 
begun—and there’s no doubt that prac- 
tice and experience of economy-driving 
can earn even greater economies—a £30 
annual fuel-saving is possible. 


The test 

There were no gimmicks, no DRIVE 
briefings, no teach-ins at Watchet. The 
cars were not pre-tuned; tyre pressures 
were not corrected. It was essential that 
each motorist’s first run over a measured, 
specially chosen 15-mile course, from 

Watchet to Dunster and back on the 
A39, reflected a typical drive for our 
Save It guinea-pigs. To ensure this, each 
was told that he or she was taking part 
in a survey aimed at determining the 
‘standards of road-maintenance’ in the 
area. The only unusual element: drivers 
were to be unaccompanied, except for 
weights (representing a passenger) placed 
on the car floor. 

On arrival, each candidate’s vehicle was 
taken away by an AA technical services 
engineer to have a Transflo fuel meter 
fitted. Further to conceal the real 
intention of the DRIVE exercise, each 
instrument carried a label bearing the 
legend ‘Schokmeter’. Only when each 
driver had completed his or her initial 
run was the truth revealed. 

But if they then thought that they were 
to be given expert advice on economy- 
driving, they were disappointed. They 
were told by DRIVE simply to produce 
their own interpretation of ‘an econo- 
mical drive’, observing all speed limits— 
and not being a slow-moving nuisance to 
other road-users. 

The weights were removed, and this 
time, on a second run, the performance 
of each participant was scrutinised by 
an AA travelling observer. Finally, a 
third run was completed with an AA 
expert driving, to show the kind of super- 
economy that can be achieved with skill 
and practice. 


The results 
Even our expert had to bow to the exper- 
tise of 32-year-old long-distance coach 
driver Ray Waterman, of Woodland Rd, 
Watchet. Driving his ageing Austin 
A60, he was the only owner narrowly to 
beat the AA man at his own mpg game. 
Ray made a 17% petrol saving. True, the 
15-mile journey took him seven minutes 
longer than usual as he strove for 
economy; but, as our observer’s report 
notes, Ray at all times accelerated gently 
through. the gears, and engaged top as 
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Ray Waterman 
Could it have been 
the influence of the 
budgerigars he breeds as 
a hobby? Certainly Ray 
Waterman’s feather-light touch on the 
accelerator earned the 32-year-old coach 
driver the Mr Save It title in the DRIVE 
‘economy run’ at Watchet—and a cheque 
for £100 to go with it. 

Quite by chance, a few days earlier, 
Ray had fitted a reconditioned engine 
into the 1963 Austin A60 that he has 
owned for 94 years. Even so, his39.45mpg 
return—a 7mpg improvement on his first 
run round the 15-mile Watchet test circuit 
—was an excellent result considering the 
car’s age. Not even our AA expert mpg- 
saver could match that. 


Denise Bushen / 


Serge 


TAM 


SR 


A former secretary-temp and youth club 
leader, mother-of-three Denise Bushen 
has: worked as a driver for husband Jim 
ever since he opened a taxi business in 
Watchet, two years ago. Her job keeps 
her busy—‘a 16-hour day at the wheel, 
seven days a week, is not uncommon,’ 
says 50,000-mile-a-year Denise. 

Such experience obviously stood her in 
good stead on the mpg run. Her 27.3mpg 
performance was only fractionally beaten 
by the AA expert—a result that made her 
runner-up and won her £50. 


3rd 


Jessie Norman 


Schoolteacher Jessie 
Norman has taught nine 
to 13-year-olds at nearby 

Williton since 1951. Judging 
by her showing in our run, maybe she 
should now consider teaching motorists 
how to stretch their petrol! 

A former president of Watchet Women’s 
Institute, an active member of the local 
Red Cross and a keen churchgoer, Jessie 
drove her first 15-mile leg as conscien- 
tiously as she did the second. She achieved 
36.6mpg—a figure that the AA expert was 
hard-pressed to beat. The result put her in 
third place, and in line for a £25 cheque. 
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quickly as possible but without labour- 
ing the engine. Twice, when held up by 
slow-moving traffic, he overtook without 
flooring the throttle; braking was equally 
feather-footed; and his road-‘reading’ and 
anticipation were always first-class. 

Married, with two children, Ray Water- 
man lists car mechanics among his 
interests, but even so was stunned by his 
mpg improvement. He echoed the 
reaction of practically every participant 
when he said: ‘I’m amazed. I know they 
preach on the TV about taking things 
easy, but I never thought it would make 
this difference.’ 

Good as Ray’s example was, however, 
it had nothing on ambulance-driver Tom 
Welch’s second run. If he carries on 
driving as he did during DRIVE’s exercise, 
he stands to cut his petrol bill by a 
quarter. And, with a combination of high 
private mileage (15,000 a year) and a 
thirsty, 13-year-old Rover 2000, that 
represents a potential annual saving for 
him of around £150. 

The mechanical condition of Tom 
Welch’s Rover was so poor that it was 
withdrawn from the economy drive for 
practical reasons. The fuel pump was 
badly worn, engine timing was wayward, 
and the carburettor was so far out of 
adjustment (causing the engine to run 
very rich, with resultant loss of mpg) that 
the needle on our exhaust-gas analyser 
was sent spinning off its scale. Not 
surprisingly, he gladly accepted the 
offer to do his economy runs in an AA- 
owned Ford Fiesta 1.1 Ghia—after some 
familiarisation. 

Though it was a ‘strange’ car, Tom was 
sure that it made no difference to his 
result: ‘Let’s face it, I should be able to 
hop in and out of anything when, on top 
of my private motoring, I cover 35,000 
miles a year at the wheel of an 
ambulance.’ 

But that, according to the AA observer, 
is probably his undoing. For, despite his 
remarkable mpg improvement, ‘he 
obviously missed his blue flashing light 
and ambulance siren. He accelerated 
too hard in intermediate gears, and hung 
around too long in third gear for 
maximum saving.’ 

Thirty-eight-year-old Tom took four 
minutes longer on his second run around 
the test route, yet was still two minutes 
faster than the AA expert over the 15 
miles. And it showed, for our man 
bettered Tom Welch’s already-good 
performance by nearly 11%. 

Like Tom, other Watchet motorists who 
drive high mileages in the course of their 
work—on somebody else’s fuel bill!— 
tended to be harsh on the throttle. This 
was certainly true of the sales rep in his 
company-owned Ford Escort; the village 
bobby, used to driving a patrol vehicle, 
and with a hobby of racing bangers; and a 
district nurse, who probably covers as 
many miles a year as a GP in her Chrysler 
Avenger. All achieved the Energy 
Minister’s 5%-improvement target—the 
policeman recording an especially impres- 


Two who saved it by more than 5°%—lorry driver 
Colin Northam (above), and farmer Richard Burnell. 
sive 13% saving in his 15-month-old Colt 
Lancer 1400—but were handsomely 
beaten by the AA’s man... to the tune 
of 34mpg in the case of the district nurse, 
and 8mpg in the others. 

Can it be that, to attain maximum mpg 
savings, a motorist has actually to lower 
his driving standards? One man who 
thinks so is John Knight, 32, a pros 
fessional driving instructor in partnership 
with his wife Pamela. Despite raising his 
performance by a creditable 8mpg in his 
year-old Datsun 120Y, John was forced to 
concede a margin of 6mpg.to the AA 
expert-saver. ‘It’s not sour grapes,’ he said 
later. ‘As it happens, I was pleasantly 
surprised by my improvement. But I have 
to say it: in no way, in my view, would I 
be able to teach my learners to drive like 
this.’ 

‘Faults’ he observed: approaching junc- 
tions in fourth gear, and going straight 
into first on entry; negotiating several 
bends in top, when dropping a gear 
would have been desirable. 

Other Watchet drivers who achieved a 
saving of 5% or more were: Richard 
Burnell, 32, farmer—74mpg_ improve- 
ment (1974 Ford Escort RS2000); Carole 
Pilkington, 18, secretarial-college student 


—6mpg improvement (1976 Ford 
Popular); Miss Sylvia Talbot Hawkins, 
75—Smpg improvement (1975 Mini 


1000); Colin Northam, 37, long-distance 
HGV driver—3impg improvement (1971 
Austin Maxi); and Mrs Denise Bushen, 
35, taxi driver—2mpg improvement 
(1972 Ford Zephyr). 

Three drivers failed to make a 5% saving 
because, to their credit, they drove so 
economically on their first run! They 
were: schoolteacher Mrs Jessie Norman, 
56, in a 1972 Hillman Hunter estate; 


DRIVE exercise directed by associate editor Roy 
Johnstone, with Myrrhine Raikes, assisted by AA 
technical services staff Doug Houston, Charles 
Surridge, Lawrence Pearce and Richard Taylor. 


Driving forces 
A car is a necessity in a piace liePwWatthet, 
especially if you're a sift 2WO_k@APTike 
ambulance driver Tom Weld oma c@mi@uter 
like Steve Lewis. Shopping aftahcifierfia t@ps¢ 
too, can be tricky without on@™¥a¢neafest 
major centre is Taunton, 17 miles away. 
The main snag, according to the locals, is the 
‘poor’, ‘inadequate’, ‘inconvenient’ and 
‘expensive’ bus service provided by the 
Western National company. 

There are hopes that an independent rail- 
way-preservation society, based at Mine- 
head, will ultimately run trains all the way 
to Taunton via Watchet: but there’s little 
chance of this happening in the near future 
—small consolation for the little harbour 
town’s motorists, who, with fuel costs 
escalating, are certainly concerned about 
today rather than tomorrow. 

Wages are not high in the area, and, the 
way things are going, it surely won’t be long 
before some will be forced to give up motor- 
ing altogether. Four who took part in the 
DRIVE economy run said that that moment 
would come once a gallon of petrol (on 
today’s monetary values) reached £1.50; 
six others declared that they would have to 
call a halt at £2. 

Four felt that it would be impossible to cut 
back on mileage, but 14 of the 19 said that 
they would consider switching to a motor- 
cycle or moped if things got really tough... 
fe ——— 
retired sales rep Roland Fielding, 67, ina 
1972 Vauxhall Viva; and apprentice 
electrician Nicholas Humphries, 19, in a 
1978 Ford Fiesta. 

The remainder—S0O-year-old grocer 
Neville Massey, 53-year-old newsagent 
Donald Tapp, 31-year-old local-authority 
transport manager Steve Lewis, and 
53-year-old housewife Peggy Waterman— 
achieved 391, 47, 36 and 43mpg respec- 
tively in a 1973 Ford Cortina estate, a two- 
month-old Renault 18, 1970 Rover 2000 
and 1967 Renault 10. The AA expert beat 
this quartet comfortably by 5%, 8%, 7% 
and 11%. 

When the performances of the 19 
Watchet participants are compared 
against those of the AA expert (a more 
realistic method of determining the most 


economical drivers in the group), 
interesting patterns emerge. Those 
employed in occupations with a driving 
bias, for example, appear to be either 
very Save It-conscious—or not at all. The 
coach driver, taxi driver, lorry driver and 
farmer were in the top five; but the dis- 
trict nurse, driving instructor, ambulance 
driver, garage owner, sales rep and 
police officer occupied six of the bottom 
seven places. 

Another feature was the neck-and-neck 
placing of the two Watchet teenagers, 
who came sixth and seventh respectively: 
Carole, who had passed her test four 
months previously, pipped Nicholas, who 
had torn up his L-plates in 1977. 


The cars 

Only a quarter of DRIVE’s Watchet drivers 
had much idea what economical driving 
really was about an optimistic 
indication that the majority of Britain’s 
motorists can, in fact, make significant 
fuel savings without cutting back on 
mileage. But the picture is less bright 
when it comes to car maintenance. 
Though there were only three cases of 
incorrect tyre pressures, all but six of the 
vehicles in the Watchet ‘economy run’ 
were out of tune, inevitably increasing 
fuel consumption. 

(When 100 cars were checked recently 
at the AA vehicle-inspection centre at 
W Bromwich, a similar proportion was 
found to be running rich.) 


With petrol costs taking off, and further 
price increases and oil shortages fore- 
cast, it is clear that we all have our bit 
to do. But, as a slice of Watchet’s motor- 
ing population has proved, significant 
savings can be achieved—painlessly. 

From now on, the by-word, in deference 
to the sterling example of the stalwarts 
of the Somerset town, surely should be 
... Watch It! 


DRIVE acknowledges the assistance of Transflo Sales 
Engineering, of Teston, Maidstone, Kent, who supplied the 


fuel-measuring meters used 
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Six of the best? 


DRIVE can keep you going through the austeri- 
ties of autumn, the freeze of winter, into the 
spring and the hazy days of summer 1980— 
and all for just £2.95. Car tests, cartoonists, 
advice and the big stories that keep you in 
front, all delivered to your doorstep every other 
month. Can you afford to go without it? 


Make sure of getting DRIVE by post 


Fill in this coupon for a year’s subscription—SIX issues 
for £2.95 

NB You don't have to cut out this coupon, and if you don't, please 
print a// the same details in the same order on a plain sheet of 
paper or postcard 

Do not use this form for subscription renewal: you will 
receive a separate invitation 


Name 
(BLOCK CAPITALS, PLEASE) 
Address___ 


TRAIL 


Six of the best? 

TRAIL keeps you going in the right direction— 
to all that’s best in the big outdoors. DRIVE’s 
sister-title is for campers and caravanners who 
don’t go into hibernation when the season is 
over. We'll keep your spirits up when the leaves 
begin to fall, and we’ll give you lots to look 
forward to in every season. Come out with us. 


Make sure of getting) RAIL by post 


Fill in this coupon for a year’s subscription—SIX issues 
for £2.95 


NB You don't have to cut out this coupon, and if you don’t please 
print a// the same details jn the same order on a plain sheet of 
paper or postcard 

Do not use this form for subscription renewal: you will 
receive a separate invitation 


Name 
(BLOCK CAPITALS, PLEASE) 
Address 


Enter AA membership number below, or write 
‘non-member’ 


| want to subscribe to DRIVE. | enclose my 


remittance for £2.95/Please invoice me for 
£2.95 (delete whichever is inapplicable) 
You need send no money now 


Signature 
| am more than 18 years old 


Send in an unstamped envelope to: DRIVE Directory, 
FREEPOST, Basingstoke, Hants RG21 2EA D59 


Date 


‘non-member’ 


| want to subscribe to TRAIL. | enclose my 
remittance for £2.95/Please invoice me for 
£2.95 (delete whichever is inapplicable) 

You need send no money now 


Signature 
| am more than 18 years old 


Send in an unstamped envelope to: DRIVE Directory, 
FREEPOST, Basingstoke, Hants RG21 2EA D59 


Date. 
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INSURANCE 


Shattering 
experience 


IT ISN'T only the glass that’s 
shattered when a_ windscreen 
bursts into fragments for no 
apparent reason. It’s an un- 
nerving experience for the driver, 
too, particularly if his vision is 
suddenly obscured ona motorway. 

It happens, on average, to 
500,000 motorists each year, for- 
tunately without serious conse- 
quences in most cases. But how 
many drivers realise that the 
screen’s replacement could hit 
their own pockets—despite the 
terms of their insurance policy? 

Motor insurance policies usually 
include a clause to the effect that 
a claim for a windscreen or 
window that breaks other than 
in a motoring accident will be met 
without prejudice to the driver’s 
no-claims discount—including the 
cost of repairing paint scratches 
caused by flying glass. Some 
insurers, such as Eagle Star, 
Guardian Royal Exchange and 
Cornhill, impose no limit for a 
claim under this heading; but 
others, like Norwich Union, 
restrict payment to £50. There 
may even still be some which 
retain the old limit of £25. 

This is how some drivers are 
financially embarrassed when a 
breakage occurs. A toughened 
windscreen can usually be re- 
placed for £25, certainly within 
the £50 limit, but even the latter 
figure may not be enough for a 
laminated replacement. It should 
not be overlooked that the amount 
paid for your car’s optional-extra 
screen must be added to the cost 
of its replacement—plus, of 
course, the labour charge. 

If your policy is one of those 
with no limit, you have nothing 
to worry about, but if there is a 
limit, and the replacement cost is 
above it, you will be faced with 
the choice of claiming for the 
full amount and losing your no- 
claims discount, or of paying the 
excess yourself. 

It is worthwhile asking your 
car’s maker or your dealer for 
the full price of replacing your 
windscreen, and then arranging 
for your insurer to increase the 
limit in your policy accordingly. 
Most will do that for a nominal 
premium—around £3 for up to 
£75, £5 for £100 and £10 for 
unlimited cover—and that’s far 
cheaper than losing your no- 
claims discount. RONALD BEALE 
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Happy tune 


SHORT OF Owning your own oil 
well, careful driving is probably 
the best single way to keep fuel 
bills to a minimum. But even the 
feather-footed driver who reads 
the road well ahead, avoids hard 
acceleration and _ keeps high- 
speed cruising to a minimum will 
deny himself valuable miles per 
gallon if his car is not in first-class 
running order. 

That’s because the petrol engine 
is a naturally wasteful device. 
For every gallon of petrol it 
burns, only 20% is used in actu- 
ally propelling the car; the 
remainder is lost as heat through 
the cooling system. In fact, if it 
were to be invented today, it 
would be rejected on grounds of 
inefficiency! However, for the 
present, most of us are stuck with 
it, so it’s only commonsense to 
ensure that the engine makes the 
most of its fuel by servicing it 
properly. 

Sparkplugs should be checked 
every 5000-6000 miles and their 
gaps set to the manufacturer’s. 
recommended figure (usually 
0.025in). Have them sandblasted 
clean by a garage if they are 
choked with oil and/or carbon 
deposits—and find out why they 
got that way (worn piston rings, 
valve guides and their seals are 
probably allowing oil to be 
burned in the combustion cham- 
bers). Renew the plugs every 
10,000—12,000 miles. 

While the plugs are out, it’s a 
good idea to check each cylinder’s 
compression with a _ cheaply 
purchased gauge. The gradual 
loss of performance caused by 
burnt valves, and the extra 
amount of throttle needed to 
maintain the car’s original acceler- 
ation, can pass unnoticed. 

Contact-breaker points should 
be examined at the same time as 
the plugs. Remove them from 
the distributor and look at their 
contact surfaces. If they contain 
pips and craters, fit a new set. 
Don’t try filing or stoning them 
flat—you’ll never get them paral- 
lel. Set-up the new points with 
the gap specified in your hand- 
book, and check them with a 
dwell meter, which can take 
account of any wear in the distri- 
butor. Lubricate the cam with a 
smear of grease, and the top of 
the spindle (below the rotor arm) 
with a few drops of engine oil. 

Fitting new points invariably 


alters the engine’s ignition 
timing, so this is the next fuel- 
saving job. It can be done either 
statically, with a test lamp, or 
more accurately with a strobe 
light that ‘freezes’ the timing 
marks while the engine is running. 

Remember that fitting an elec- 
tronic ignition system won’t, in 
itself, save you petrol. What it 
will do is ensure that the car’s 
ignition maintains its tune over 
long periods, so your mpg will 
not decline with mileage—at 
least not for that reason. Fully 
electronic systems—those using 
no points—can make a 5% fuel 
saving over a period. 

Older carburettors with acces- 
sible adjusting screws should be 
carefully tuned to ensure correct 
mixture settings and idling speeds, 
and the  float-chamber level 
should be checked for accuracy. 
On the newer, ‘tamperproof 
emission-type carburettors, this 
work must be left to professionals 
who have the equipment to 
tackle the job. And don’t be 
surprised, in this throw-away 
age, to be told that it’s almost 
as cheap to buy a replacement 
carb as to have the old one 
overhauled. 

If you’ve never dared to touch a 
carb before, then turn to page 
23 to discover how easy it can be 
to do your own fuel-saving tune- 
up. On a variable-jet carburettor, 
the only other task is to check 
that the piston and needle move 
freely, and to keep the dashpot 
topped-up with engine oil. 

Whether you can adjust the 
carburettor or not, you can 
easily ensure that the air filter is 
clean, renewing the paper cart- 
ridge or changing the oil bath as 
necessary. Also make sure that 
the air-intake pipe (unless it is 
the automatic, thermostatically 
controlled type) is set for the 
correct seasonal setting—and 
don’t forget a spot of oil on the 
choke and throttle linkages to 
keep them working smoothly. 

To perform efficiently, an engine 
must be run at an optimum 
temperature—usually about 85°F. 
Below this, it is overcooled and 
wasting the fuel that does not 
vaporise properly. If the tem- 
perature gauge reads low, or you 
suspect that the engine’s running 
cool, or it is slow to warm up, 
the thermostat could be faulty 
and due for renewal. Thermo- 
stats are all of the wax type 
nowadays and can, though rarely, 
latch in the open position. 

If your engine still runs too cool, 
the radiator can be blanked off 
(experiment with a small area at 
a time) with a piece of hardboard, 
but this is unwise if no tempera- 
ture gauge is fitted. It is far better 
to invest in a thermostatically- 
controlled electric fan that 
switches on automatic- 
ally only when it’s 
required. 

BARRY FRANCIS 


Which of these 
languages 
would you like 


to speak? 
, 


4 [| JAfrikaans 


French ? German ? Why not 
Greek ? No language is too dif- 
ficult for you thanks to the 
famous Linguaphone method. 


[ |Greek 


Ckz 


If we can make such a promise 
it is because Linguaphone has | [ |American 
already helped more than 4 English 
million people throughout the a [_]Arabic 
world to speak one or more of 5 (Modern 
these 34 languages — easily, Standard) 
quickly, at home. Students of i [ JArabic 
all ages. At all linguistic levels. 5 (Algerian) 
Of every mother tongue. Why ; [_JArabic 
not you ? (Egyptian) 
§ (Chinese 
A FREE CASSETTE Bp Saude 
(OR RECORD). Ete 
an- 
Linguaphone courses are tonese) 
perfected with the aid of 200 Ll [Czech 
language experts world-wide. § panish 
Every course consists of a set Tee 
of well researched study books é -lEnalish 
and cassettes (or records). 4 - oe i 
What other modern teaching ‘ OF 
method helps you to start fe Rader 
speaking the language of your i ey pity 
choice in only a few months ? Finnish 
See for yourself: let us know Been 
erman 


which language you would’ 
like to speak by ticking the 
relevant box on the opposite J 
side of this advertisement. 
Then cut out the whole advert- 
isement and send it to us in ff 
order to receive a colour bro- 3 
chure on the Linguaphone 
method. And a FREE cassette ff 
(or record). 
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(Modern) 
Hebrew 
(Modern) 
Hindi 
Icelandic 
Indonesian 
lrish 

Italian 
Japanese 
Malay 


[_ |Norwegian 
[ |Persian 


(Modern) 
Portuguese 


[ |Russian 
| |Serbo- 


Croat 
Spanish 
(Castilian) 
Spanish 
(Latin 
American) 
Swahili 
Swedish 
Welsh 


| |Zulu 


Please tell me how, thanks 
to the Linguaphone method, | 
could start to speak, in just a 
few short months, the lan- 
guage | have indicated. Please 
send me, without obligation, 
your FREE brochure-and cas- 


Mr.Mrs.Miss 


Address 


g sette|_lorrecord[_|(pleasetick). 


Age (if under 18) 


4 FREE 


Post this advertisment today to: 
Linguaphone Institute Limited, (Dept. DV/21) 
207-209 Regent Street, London W1R 8AU. 
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FAR TOO MANY MOTORISTS 
LEARN ABOUT THE AA 
THE HARD WAY. 


It can cost you time and often a lot of money coping with 
the inconvenience of a breakdown the hard way — without AA 


membership. 
It’s great to feel you belong. 


...BUT | REALLY 
BITE TO EAT..AH! Wesacien 
AH! Raped eile 
h ALITTLE CHEF! ra 


SOCLOCK! — 
MUST GET BACK TO 
TOWN IN TIME K 
TO MEET MARY... 


e 
eo ele le, 
oceete te 


MMM-THIS | | |° 
) || SUPER SNACK IS = 
a7 DELICIOUS! 
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Speak 
easy 


JOE ARNOLD was preoccupied as 
he drove to work at the bank, 
peering through the mist and 
listening with one ear to the 
ramblings of Terry Wogan. He 
pulled up gently at a familiar 
T-junction, applied the handbrake 
and waited for a gap in the traffic. 
But, unfortunately, Arnold was 
not the only driver paying insuf- 
ficient attention that morning. 
Following in his wake was a young 
man in an ageing Renault 16. 
And, in the weeks that followed, 
19-year-old Peter Cartwright 


wasn’t able to explain to himself 
how it was that he failed to see 
Joe Arnold’s stationary Rover 
until it was too late.... 

Bang. Arnold was jolted wide 
awake as his car leapt forward. 
Behind him, Cartwright said 


TIME FOR 
A QUICK 
BITE/... 


FILL IN THE COUPON TO 
CE HOW WE COVER THE COUNTRY 


goodbye to his no-claims discount. 

Both men climbed from their 
cars prepared for the worst, and 
Arnold’s blood was close to boil- 
ing point. Young Peter suffered 
the bawling-out in silence, but he 
was cheered to see that neither 
vehicle appeared to have suffered 
serious damage: Arnold’s hand- 
brake had not been fully applied. 

So it was that, when Joe Arnold 
had cooled down and Peter 
Cartwright had grovelled suitably, 
the two men decided to forget 
the incident and go their separate 
ways. And that would have been 
the end of what promised to bea 
total non-event, but for the fact 
that, later the same day, Arnold 
made a closer inspection of his 
Rover and discovered minor 
paint damage. His garage esti- 
mated the cost of repairs at a 
reasonable £14. 

The situation took another turn 
when a friend convinced Joe 
Arnold that he should report the 
matter to the police. After all, as 
he hadn’t exchanged names and 
addresses at the time of the bump, 
he had no idea where to send the 
bill. What he did have for the 
police, however, was Peter Cart- 
wright’s registration number, 
scribbled on a cigarette packet. 

When a police constable called, 
three days later, Cartwright 
quickly realised that he could land 
himself in trouble if he accepted 
the invitation to make a written 


IN LITTLE CHEFS 
SMART WASHROOM- 


MUST TELL MARY 
ABOUT LITTLE CHEF 
JUST THE PLACE 
WHEN WE TAKE 
THE KIOS OUTAT 
THE WEEKEND! 


statement about the incident— 
which was, by then, becoming a 
rather vague memory. He dec- 
lined. But the PC was sympa- 
thetic, and pressing, and when he 
asked Cartwright to te// him what 
had happened, the youngster 
obliged. Minutes later, what 
amounted to an unsigned admis- 
sion of guilt was in the officer’s 
notebook. 

It was all the police needed to 
bring a prosecution, and it led 
Peter Cartwright to the local 
magistrates court, where he 
admitted offences of failing to 
report an accident and driving 
without due care and attention. 
He was fined almost £100, and the 
two endorsements on his nearly- 
new licence were destined to make 
their impact on his next insurance 
premium. 

Chances are that, had he learnt 
his Highway Code, the court case 
need never have happened, says 
Jack Smith, manager of the AA’s 
head office legal department. 
‘Where Peter Cartwright went 
wrong was that he failed to 
exchange names and addresses 
at the scene of the accident. The 
extent of the damage was irrele- 
vant, for, if two vehicles merely 
touch, technically speaking there 
has been an accident and the 
provisions of Section 25 of the 
Road Traffic Act 1972 (as 
amended) come into operation. 
‘This states that you must give 


Whether you motor for business or pleasure, you'll find Little Chef 
restaurants all over Britain. For a free map showing almost 
200 A-road locations, simply fill in the coupon. 


BETTER-NOW FOR 
ANICE CUP OF 


the owner’s and your name and 
address, and the vehicle regis- 
tration number, to any person 
reasonably requiring it, says 
Smith. ‘Any motorist not know- 
ing that is asking for trouble. 

‘But, provided Section 25 is 
complied with, and no one has 
been hurt, there is no legal 
requirement to notify the police.’ 

Should the police call on you, 
however, Smith is inclined to 
suggest that you merely answer 
the questions indicated above, 
and at the same time produce 
those documents the Road Traffic 
Act requires: “You are obliged 
to produce for inspection your 
driving licence, certificate of 
insurance and, if applicable, the 
Ministry of Transport test certifi- 
cate. In certain circumstances you 
are also required to give your date 
of birth. 

‘Before making any statement or 
talking about the incident, try to 
find out from the police officer 
what led him to question you, and, 
until you find out from him 
precisely how you are involved, 
say: ‘I will take advice and con- 
sider what statement, if any, to 
make about the matter.’ 

Generally speaking, though, the 
police are not interested in no- 
injury road accidents, provided the 
formalities have been complied 
with. Minor accidents happen by 
the thousand, and life is too short 
to turn them all into court cases. 
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RUST TRAVELS FASTER 
THAN YOU THINK 
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Don’t let it reach your pocket! You can’t see rust spreading under 
paint or in hidden, vital places — until it’s too late! Our trained 
operatives can —30 years of experience in the worst of Sweden’s 
weather (and subsequently across most of the world!) gives 
us the know-how to combat rust by prevention. Visit your local 
DINITROL CENTRE and get the facts about the most thorough 
rustproofing you will find anywhere —WORLD-WIDE. 


vehicle rustproofing 


See us in YELLOW PAGES or telephone DINOL(CARCARE)UK. LTD. 


U.K. Head Office on St. Albans 33241 


St. Peter’s House, 2 Bricket Road, 
for details of your nearest centre. 


St. Albans, Herts. AL1 3JW. 


Beat the maze “¥ 


Traffic jams, one-way systems, 
roadworks and poor signposting 
are a few of the everyday fuel- 

wasting obstacles placed in the 
penny-pincher’s path. Know 
where they are—and know where 
you are on a good roadmap or 
town streetplan—and you'll sail 

- through to your destination with 

the minimum of delay, less miles 

spent in bewildered route-finding, 
and none of the exasperation that 
can lead to poor economy- 
driving. A couple of minutes spent 
plotting the route ahead (with an 
ear open for traffic-congestion 
news on a local radio station) is 

a sure way to get streets ahead in 

time and fuel savings. 


Salesroom sages 

Every 100lb of car needs about 
l3gal a year to shift it: buy a 
bigger vehicle than you really 
need, and you pay the price in 
fuel. So look at road test reports 
and showroom specifications for 
lower kerbweight and clever use 
of interior space to provide 
enough room in a small package. 
Look, too, at the car’s shape: a 
small frontal area cuts wind 


resistance, meaning less work for 
the engine, and a well-streamlined 
body brings savings in fuel con- 
sumption at higher motorway 

speeds. Worthwhile fuel-saving 


equipmen’ thei} 
car’s resale price) is an overdrive 

or five-speed gearbox. Also con 
sider the power-to-weight ratio: af 
1300cc-engined version of the carp 
you want may be less thirsty thang 
the 1100ce model (compare AA/F® 
DRIVE road test reports) and,\ 
again, the price difference should 
be recouped on resale. Estate cars 
may have lower overall gearing 
(bad for mpg) than equivalent 
saloon-car versions, so consider i 


you really need that extra load 


capacity. 


That figures 


By law, all car showrooms mustf?} 


display a copy of the Department 
of Energy’s approved fuel-con 
sumption test results, so you ca 
make your own comparative check 
on the fuel economy of models inj 
which you are interested. These are 
the best standardised figures tha 
the DoE can provide, but, bein 
standardised, they are something of 
a blunt instrument—see page 4 of 
this issue. Take along DRIVE road 
tests or AA reports for more 
realistic comparisons. 


Geared up for savings 


Whatever the car, it runs at its 
miserly best in top gear (or over- 
drive), so change up whenever 
you can. But accelerating fast to 
get into top gear or overdrive 
wastes fuel. And change down 
before the engine begins to feel 
laboured or lumpy: cruising at 
18—20mph does not save fuel. 


Advance drivers 

Anticipation of traffic events in 
the car’s path is a key to economy 
—and safe driving, too. Avoid 
wasteful acceleration and subse- 
quent hard braking by ‘reading’ 


the road ahead so that you’re 


never caught in the wrong gear; 


j Don’t corner too hard or too fast: 
scrubbing-off the car’s speed on 


speeding-up when you should be 
slowing-down; or travelling too 
close for comfort to the vehicle 
n front. Your passengers will 
appreciate the restful progress... 
d you'll be more welcome at 
yur insurance company’s office. 


the tyres shortens tread life and 
means that you’re going too fast 
for economy. Even-out cornering 
speeds with a little extra pressure 
on the accelerator, and use the 
minimum necessary turn and 
effort on the steering wheel. 


Tread light 


In fuel saving, there’s no substi- 
tute for a light right foot on the 


accelerator pedal. Treat the 
throttle like a sensitive tap, using 
only slight increases in pressure 
until fuel-flow corresponds to the 


What you need to know to 
go farther, save money and 


spend less time with 
petrol-pump attendants 


speed or gentle acceleration that 
you require, then backing off the 
pedal s/owly. It’s surprising how 
much less throttle you can use to 
maintain speed than you at first 
think is necessary. Thinner-soled 
shoes may help you treat the pedal 
more sensitively. 


Liking it hot 


An engine is at its most efficient 
when hot, so, at the end of each 
journey, try to do all the 
manoeuvring necessary for an 
easy drive-off before the engine 
has cooled; this applies to parking 
at work or garaging at home. 
Reverse in, so that you can get a 
clear run out, perhaps getting 
someone else to shut the door or 
gate after you so that you needn’t 
stop the car. 


Stranglehold 

Keep choke use to an absolute 
minimum: engines use twice as 
much fuel when the choke is used, 
and can often run smoothly much 
sooner than drivers realise. Experi- 
ment during your daily run, putting 
in the choke a few yards earlier 
each day. Your engine will last 
longer, too, as excess choke contri- 
butes to piston and bore wear. 


Pool resources 

Organise a car-sharing rota with 
work colleagues living near you 
or on your daily commuter route. 
Even if you are the only driver gn 
the rota, contributions by your 
colleagues can considerably 
reduce your car expenses. 
Remember, there’s no danger of 
infringing your insurance policy 
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cover, provided that the contribu- 
tions extend only to proportional 


petrol costs 
expenditure; profits or gifts given 
for helpful service are strictly out. 
This is DRIVE’s best fuel and 
money-saver. 


School-run 


The generally short distances of 
schoo] runs are real fuel-squan- 
derers, with the engine cold and 
choked for most of the trip, so big 
savings can come from organising 


same rota for weekly shoppingS 
trips—with a few friends in the 
car, you might even be able to 
bulk buy, saving on the week’s 
groceries, too! 

[RE ERO ET EE 
Draught dodgers : 

An empty roofrack can increase 
wind resistance and can add up to 
5% to a car’s fuel consumption; a 
badly packed rack can dent con- 
sumption by 25%. Take off the 
rack when it’s not in use, and, 
when it’s really needed, load it 
sensibly: put smaller cases at the 
front so that the load height 
increases in steps, and smooth air- 
flow by tying a tarpaulin or heavy 
plastic cover tightly over the load 
(the AA Rackpack is a convenient 
accessory ). 


Weight-watchers 

There are always journeys that 
have to be run fully-laden—the 
family holiday, for one. Distri- 


Gas wastes gas 


and other running © 


bute passengers, as well as tents 
and leisure gear, as evenly as 
possible: the car will handle 
better, saving tyre wear. And 
smoother always equals fuel 
economy. 


A small hole in the exhaust 
system may not create an illegal 
noise nuisance, but it can cause 
inefficiency in the system and 
contribute to fuel wastage—not 
to mention failure in an MoT 
test. Listen for the ‘dry crackle’ 
of unsilenced gas, and make a 
temporary repair on a small hole 
or replace a badly corroded 
system quickly. 


Slimmer’s digest 

Lose weight and save petrol! Even 
if you can’t slim for economy, 
unload wellington boots, fishing 
and golf gear, and anything else 


out. Regularly hose off accumula- 


tions of road dirt under the wheel- - 


arches, behind bumpers and 
under the floorpan. Remember— 
every 12lb of weight saved could 
reduce your fuel bill by £2 ayear 
on present prices, and there’s the 
double-dividend that a clean car 
underbody is less likely to corrode. 


Idle lazily 


Stop-start commuter traffic means 
that the engine is idling for a lot 
of the journey, and too high an 
idle-speed wastes fuel, disguises 
other engine-tuning ills. Warmed- 
up engines usually idle at 850- 
950rpm—a garage can check this 
if your car has no tachometer. 


v 


And resist the temptation during 
those boring minutes at traffic 
lights to blip the throttle: that’s 
just fuel down the drain. 

Ee SS a I 
Sticky problems 

A common barrier to economy- 
driving is a sticky throttle action, 
or stiff choke control. Check along 
the throttle-pedal cable to ensure 
that it isn’t kinked or contorted, 
through to the linkages at the 
carburettor, which should be lightly 
oiled at major service intervals; see 
also that sloppy carpeting doesn’t 
foul the pedal’s action. Regularly 
inspect the action of the choke to 
see that it returns fully when the 
control is pressed ‘home’. 


Catch cold out 


ig J 
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wot Saanepte— he 
Cold is an enemy of economy, so 
it's worth keeping the engine 
snug. For some older cars, it’s 
possible to buy a slightly hotter- 
acting ‘winter’ thermostat that 
will warm-up the engine quickly 
(and can be used all year round). 
In icy weather, blank-off part of 
the radiator with securely- 
attached board, metal or thick 
plastic sheet—up to 90% of the 
grille can be covered. Alterna- 
tively, cover part of the radiator 
itself with cooking foil (but not on 
cars that have electric cooling fans). 
If your car is garaged between 
daily runs, up to 30% of the 
engine’s heat can be retained by 
covering the bonnet with a thick 
blanket, and starting and economy 
will be much improved for the 
day’s.second run. 


Well-oiled 

Shop-around for big-name-brand 
oils in economic 5litre cans—best 
prices are at High Street super- 


=3%* 
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markets and spares shops. But be 


wary of fuel-economy claims 
made for low-viscosity oils; they 
are rarely sold at a discount, and 
using them infringes the. war- 
ranties of major manufacturers 
such as Austin Morris. Own- 
brand supermarket oils may be 
deficient in important additives, 
giving little latitude for over- 
running oil-change intervals. 


Oilwell 


Simplest DIY pound-pinching job 
on most cars is the oil change. At 
a garage, you'll pay the top fore- 
court price for oil, never see the 
odd valuable pint left in the 
bottom of the can, and receive a 
bill topped by an hour’s labour 
(an average of £8 is the going rate) - 
for what would take 30 minutes 
in your own-driveway with a 
£3.50 bulk-bought can of oil. 


Tread hard : 


Check pressures weekly and. 
maintain tyres at the manufac- 
turer’s recommendation for /aden 
or high-speed motoring—that’s 
usually 2—3psi higher than normal 
(see page 45), This will lower the 
rolling resistance of the tyres, and 
saves some fuel. But do use a 
reliable tyre gauge and airline— 
see page 45. 
ae aS Se ee 
Tread miserly 
Radial-ply rather than cross-ply 
tyres can save up to 4% of the fuel 
bill, as they lower a car’s rolling 
resistance. But, if you’re switch- 
ing to radials, you'll have to 
replace all five tyres at once, so 
weigh-up the advantages care- 
fully; radial-plies are costlier, but 
last twice as long as cross-plies. If — 
you never exceed 70Omph (nor 
cruise fast while heavily laden), 
quality, branded remoulds may be 
worth considering. You should, 
however, realise that you are 


buying a part-used, reconditioned 
article. Prolong active tyre-life by 
regular inspections for uneven 
wear (see ‘Straight-line savings’), 
removing stones from the tread 
and having minor puncture 


repairs carried out promptly. 


Straight-line savings 


Uneven wear of a nies tread 
pattern may indicate steering mis- 


alignment or bearing wear, bot 
of which cost money and fue 
Alignment faults increase rolling 
resistance and wear tyres. Checks 
cost very little, especially when 
carried out at the same time as 
tyre replacement. Remember— 
even a small knock-against a kerb 
can upset alignment. 


Get switched off 


No form of energy comes for free, 
and that goes for the electrical 
power consumed by the car’s 


many accessories. Electricity is 
power from the generator that is, 
in turn, driven by the engine, and 
every unnecessary watt consumed 
means wasted fuel. Switch off 
high-current-demand accessories 
such as heater fans, heated rear 
windows and in-car entertain- 
ment, but leave on headlamps and 
high-intensity rear foglamps for 
safety’s sake if the road conditions 
demand it. 


Bright spark 

You may improve the car’s cold 
starting, save (in the long-term) 
up to 5% on the fuel bill, eliminate 
regular-service costs of buying and 
fitting contact breakers and reduce 
distributor wear . . . by fitting 
a contactless, fully-electronic 
ignition-system kit. But it could 
be two years’ motoring before the 
investment pays off. Check that 
the kit you buy can be modified 
for another distributor type: you a 
may change your car before the ee eee 
cost is recovered. — re 


reach Smillion motorist 
being distributed by the 
as ote of ue ener 


spearheads a fuel-misers’ 
_ charter with the slogan ‘Take 
care of your Pet Rol’, a 

commonsense advice 


calle | 
grade of ee 


_@Check, clean and re-gap sparky Bs and contact breaker 

points every eas. 

oe The leaflet is in high demand with tk offenders in the 

cosas pee stakes—fleet OMnET wi elas the ‘ifficult task of 
2 t have to pay for. 


Petrol economy gadgets are 
advertised in most newspapers 
and motoring magazines, but 
DRIVE has yet to find one that 
meets its maker’s claims. 

To prove the point, DRIVE fitted 
all the gadgets shown here to a 
Ford Cortina 1600, and drove 
over an I1-mile circuit against 
the stopwatch. We were pleasantly 
surprised to measure an improve- 
ment as high as 2.2%, with con- 
sumption falling from 32.7mpg 
to 33.5mpg—but the car ran 
rougher, too—thanks to an air- 

bleed device. The bill for that 
i, 1.2mpg saving? £100. 
4s But the inventor’s—and DRIVE’s 


Sy —search has to go on. As AA 

oantey Me), Nec. engineer Laurence Pearce puts 
= Wao AS“: it: ‘The hope is that, one day, 
eee someone somewhere will produce 


something sensible.’ 
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Part 1 


ROLL UP, ROLL UP... 
KNOWING HOW important tyres 
are to safety, and how different 
they can be in characteristics 
and price . . . what precisely do 
you look for when buying? And 
how do you go about it? 

First, go to a tyre specialist—a 
real specialist, rather than some- 
body who has simply rented 
cheap premises to make a fast 
buck by posing as one. Member- 
ship of the National Tyre 
Distributors Association implies 
some professional knowledge and 
responsibility. 

There’s something to be said for 
matching the tyres that your car 
had as original equipment, for the 
originals were selected to suit 
suspension characteristics. 

It is tempting to try and save 
money when buying, but a cheap- 


Wurlitzer Studios 
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brand tyre, even if safe, is likely 
to wear out sooner: generally, 
you get what you pay for. 

There are all sorts of exotic 
tyres coming in from far-off 
countries, and some, such as those 
made behind the Iron Curtain 
on machinery from the West, 
are not at all bad. Others, how- 
ever, are inferior, and, if you’re 
in any doubt, it’s safer to go for 
a name that you know you can 
trust—any of the British, French, 
US or Italian names that have 
been around for ages. 

Steel and nylon-belted good- 
name radials for cars such as 
Ford Escorts and _ Vauxhall 
Chevettes and Vivas usually cost 


more than £25 each, and £28 for 
Ford Cortinas and the like—both 
plus £1.50 for wheel-balancing. 

If you don’t repeat the originals, 
watch carefully your speed- 
rating (see overpage), and don’t 
mix radial- and cross-ply tyres, 
except as allowed by law. Ifyou do 
mix, you must have two spares. 

New tyres with buffing scuffs 
on their walls are suspect. Infor- 
mation that you should possess 
has been removed. Don’t buy. 

Retreads and remoulds save 
money, but buy only those from a 
big-name manufacturer or re- 


be safe at 
normal speeds in Britain, though 
two or three hours at 7Omph ona 
motorway may do them no good. 
Never buy re-cuts, not even if you 
are going to scrap your car. 
Foreign manufacturers’ down- 


treader: theirs will 


graded imperfects with speed 
restrictions stamped on_ their 
sidewalls (some only 1I5mph) 
are for farm-vehicles only, but, as 
DRIVE warned in January— 
February 1977, some have been 
sidetracked and the restrictions 
scrubbed off: they could be lethal. 
It all goes back to our earlier 
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advice: buy from a reputable 
specialist, even if you pay 
rather more, because it’s your 
life you are buying. 


Gripping tales Part 2 
WRITING ON THE WALL 


EVEN THE least-curious motorist 
must occasionally wonder what 
those mysterious words, numbers 


and letters on tyres’ walls 
actually mean—205VRI4, and 
the like. 


To the initiated, these symbols 
signal a variety of information, 
some of it important to the driver. 
For example, be sure that the 
speed-rating is right for your 
vehicle’s performance potential, 
even if you don’t exceed 70mph. 
You could be prosecuted for 
having the wrong tyres for the car. 

Markings, says the British 
Rubber Manufacturers Associ- 
ation, are in two main groups: 
information that. makers have 
long used to indicate make, size 
and type; and marks now 
required by the laws of other 
countries to which UK tyres are 
exported, including Australia and 
the US. 

In the first group are the maker’s 
name, or the brand name, and a 
commercial designation or some 
identifying code—perhaps KP200, 
Ultra HM, or Roadgrip Extra, 
to quote but three. Then you 
have the tyre’s size and speed 
rating. Example: 175 (width in 
millimetres) SR standard radial- 
ply for speeds up to 113mph) 14 
(wheel-rim diameter in inches). 
Or, instead of SR, the speed ra- 
ting could be HR (130mph), VR 
(more than 130mph), or SR 
Reinforced (105mph). 

The speed-rating is established 
on a drum tester: it does not imply 
that you can drive safely for 
hours at that speed on a hot tar- 
mac road. 

The size may be followed by a 
number, perhaps 70. This is the 
profile proportion, the tyre’s wall- 
height in this case being 70° of 
its width. (There is a trend 
towards shallower tyres, allow- 
ing space for bigger brake discs 
and drums, among _ other 
advantages.) 

Cross-ply tyres will be marked, 
for example: 5.20 (width in 
inches)—10 (wheel-rim diameter 
in inches). This tyre is good for 
speeds up to 75mph; on a 12in 
wheel-rim is for speeds up to 
85mph; on 1|3in and over, for up 
to 95mph. 

Alternatively, it may be marked, 
say, 5.9$10—that’s a 5.9in-wide 
tyre on a 10in wheel that per- 
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forms at speeds up to 95mph. 
There’s a 12in version for speeds 
up to 100mph, a 13in for |10mph, 
and an H-range for speeds above 
those on S-tyres. 

Finally in group one comes the 
word Tubeless, identifying a tyre 
sealed to the rim, holding air 


unaided by any tube inside. 
(Tubes are still needed with 
wire-spoked wheels, | whose 


nipples allow air to leak out.) 

These facts are all you need, to 
know when buying replacement 
‘boots’. If you get a different 
make, be sure to have the same 
size and class, including Tubeless 
(if applicable). 

The second group of symbols, 
of academic interest to the user, 
originated partly to meet various 
makers’ own requirements and 


partly to satisfy bureaucrats, 
including Eurocrats. 
Type Approval marks, for 


example, are needed only on 
tyres fitted to new vehicles after | 
August 1978. One is the E-mark 
—a capital E followed by a 
number, both in a circle (not 
legally necessary when a tyre is 
replaced). If the code in the 
circle is Ell, it means that the 
British government granted 
Type Approval. 

Various other codes include a 
Load Index (maximum _load- 
carrying capacity); maximum 
acceptable pressure (required in 
the US); a DT reference (again 
for the US, indicating compliance 
with local safety standards); and 
perhaps the announcement, 
‘Sidewall 2 plies nylon; tread 2 
plies nylon and 2 plies steel’— 
again for the US. 

You may also find TWI, for 
Tread-Wear Indicator, a band 
that shows up as the tyre nears the 
end of its tread life. And there’s 
M&S—nothing to do with Marks 
& Sparks’, but an indication that 
the tyre’s tread pattern is designed 
to cope with the mud and snow of 
winter use. 
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BLOWIN’ IN THE WIND 
: —— 


MOTORISTS from 
bicycles whose tyre pressures 
were checked by pinching them, 
once kicked their car tyres to 
estimate whether they were 
adequately inflated. Some still 
do, though even this effort is too 
much for many drivers (see panel 
above). Others care enough to 
give the round black things an 
occasional squirt of air from a 
garage-forecourt airline, with a 
touching faith in the gauge’s 


graduating 


Softly, 
softly... 
crunch! 


UST IMAGINE that you're 

hurrying to meet an appoint- 
ment. Suddenly, you are into a 
bend that’s tighter than it looked, 
and you pull hard at the steering 
wheel. The car should respond 
smoothly and predictably. But it 
doesn’t because one of its tyres is 
soft. Instead, it starts to swerve 
from side to side. Suddenly 
frightened, you apply the brakes, 
and very quickly you have lost 
control... 

It’s all a question of inflation. 
Too much or too little, and a 
motorist could be playing Russian 
roulette at 7Omph, with one 
important difference: a bullet can 
scatter only one set of brains. 

The same car, on a straight road, 
still could find its way into the 
accident statistics, as an under- 
inflated tyre will tend to flex 
excessively, overheat and destroy 
the rubber-to-casing bond . . . 
and then, perhaps, with a heart- 
stopping bang, throw a complete 
tread or burst. 

How, why does it happen? It’s 
an academic question as you lose 
control of your vehicle. Yet the 
answers are simple, and the con- 
sequences so avoidable. 

Disasters apart, tyres don’t need 
to be all that wrongly inflated to 
put pressure on your wallet. 
Apart from losing months of tread 
wear, drivers certainly use more 
petrol, and risk the wrath of the 
courts, by driving on tyres that 
are’ not ‘correctly inflated’ a 
charge that can cost dearly. 

The law doesn’t specify exactly 
what margins of error are 
acceptable—a confusing, if wise, 
omission: tyre pressures need 


accuracy—sometimes misplaced, 
according to DRIVE’s survey above. 
This casual attitude can produce 
badly worn treads through 
under- or over-inflation. Lack of 
pressure burns off tread at a 
tyre’s shoulders (shoulder-wear). 
Too much wears away the middle 
line of rubber on _ cross-plies 
(crown wear); it does not show as 
crown wear on radials. Apart 
from adding greatly to the cost of 


motoring, these faults are 
dangerous . . . which is why the 
law steps in. 


At best, grip on the road’s sur- 
face is limited to four patches of 
rubber about the size of a man’s 
foot. In an emergency at 70mph, 


sometimes to be varied accord- 
ing to the load they carry; in any 
case, pressures can _ increase 
2-6lb per square inch (psi) as a 
result of heat generated by driving 
at speed. In the AA’s experience, 
however, police usually get inter- 
ested only when the error exceeds 
4psi under normal conditions. 

Nonetheless, the law appears to 
have a negligible influence on the 
habits of the average British 
motorist, who knows little, and 
seems to care less, about tyre 
pressures. This summer, DRIVE 
went to Britain’s largest muni- 
cipal multi-storey carpark, armed 
with questionnaires and _ tyre- 
pressure gauges, and found that: 
One in three cars had tyres that 
were under-inflated to such an 
extent that they could create 
handling problems, and un- 
doubtedly would suffer markedly 
reduced tread life 
One in four had tyres that were 
seriously over-inflated, and were 
similarly more vulnerable to rapid 
tread wear 
One in eight had _ side-to-side 
imbalance of tyre pressures on 
the same axle—perhaps the most 
dangerous condition of all, for it 
can have the same, potentially 
lethal effect as mixing cross-ply 
and radial-ply tyres. 

(The exercise was supported by 
earlier AA investigative work into 
several hundred vehicles in other 
public carparks. In this, attention 
given to tyre-care, including pres- 
sure maintenance, was discovered 
to be at its lowest in two groups 
of car—ageing, neglected run- 
abouts, and (surprisingly) dis- 
tinctly more up-market and 
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PRESSURES IN 
THE CARPARK 


— 


even on adry, well-surfaced road, 
those four patches may be all 
that separate you from disaster. 
Parliament has decreed that a 
tyre must have a minimum tread- 
depth of Imm over at least three- 
quarters of its width around its 
whole circumference. Experts, 
including the AA, advocate 2mm. 
And no caring driver takes 
advantage of the legal offer to. 
have a quarter of his tread bald. 
Other law requirements are: 
No cord must be visible; no bulge 
caused by structural failure; no 
break in the fabric longer than 
25mm, or 10° of the tyre’s whole 
section width 
A tyre’s type (for example, 


even to high-performance cars... 

Among these, one in six tyres 
were over-inflated by 20-80°%, or 
under-inflated by 20-60%; and 
one in 10 had severe side-to-side 
pressure imbalance on the same 
axle, affecting handling. (One in 
12 had imbalance in excess of 
25%; one in 50 were out by 
more than 70%.) 

And how can it matter 
whether or not garage 
airline gauges are 
accurate or not—a 
common complaint, and 
currently a matter of 
garage-trade concern & 
—when two out of three 
drivers questioned by 
DRIVE had no idea at what 
pressures their tyres should 
be set? The answer ‘I can’t 
remember offhand—I’d have 
to look in the handbook’ may 
give away the owner who checks 
tyre pressures only irregularly; 
more worrying, perhaps, were 
those who told us, confidently, 
that they knew exactly what their 
cars’ tyre pressures should be... 
and then gave wildly inaccurate 
figures. 

Drivers should check their 
vehicles’ tyre pressures once a 
week. That’s how important a job 
it is. Yet among 100 answers to 
DRIVE’s ‘How often?’ question, we 
heard: 

‘Surely the garage does it at the 
6000-mile service.’ 
~‘*Once a month, give or take— 
but I never look at the spare.’ 


‘When they /ook flat. The spare? 


Never.’ 
Maybe once a month.’ 
‘Isn’t that job supposed to be 


TALK TO any expert in the tyre 
industry, and you’ll hear damning 
criticism of garage airlines. For, 
even if a garage tries hard to look 
after its expensive inflating equip- 
ment, it cannot prevent the care- 
less motorist from dropping the 
gauge on to the forecourt, or even 
driving a car over it. 

DRIVE set out to measure the 


accuracy of nearly 400 airlines 
. and was 
surprised to find that the situation 


all over Britain . . 


just isn’t as bad as everyone says 
it is. In fact, it would be possible 


speed-rating) and air pressure 
must conform to the use to which 
it is being put 

Re-cut treads are forbidden on 
passenger cars, and differently 
constructed tyres (radial- and 
cross-plies, for instance) must not 
be put on the same axle. With 
radials at- the front, cross-ply or 
bias-belted tyres must not be at 
the rear; with bias-belted at the 


front, cross-plies are forbidden 


at the rear 


All of these rules apply to 


trailers, too. 
Bald 
tyres feature significantly * in 
crashes, and in 1977, the latest 


_year for which government figures 


and otherwise-defective’ 
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done during the MoT test...” 
“When they look . .. well, soft.’ 
Some drivers did of course say 
that their cars’ tyres were checked 
‘every Saturday’; but, when DRIVE 
put a tyre gauge on their vehicles, 
many of these ‘regular’ testers 
were found to be no better than 
most self-confessed sloppy Joes. 
What struck our investigators 
most, however, was the apparent 
lack of concern when owners were 
informed that their tyres were 
dangerously inflated. 
In the end, we packed up the 
gauges and gave up, dispirited... 


SOFT OPTIONS 


Who decides just what your car’s 


tyre pressures should really be? 
Many of the car industry’s deci- 
sions are subjective, based on 
reports from testers driving to 
the limits of adhesion, with tyres 
screaming for mercy. But, when a 
new vehicle is launched, a manu- 
facturer may also look to tyre 
producers to provide an answer 
to unresolved problems of com- 
fort, noise, ride and handling. 
And that can lead to your new 
car having softer tyres than is 
necessary Or wise... 
‘Commercial pressures,’ says 
the AA’s chief engineer, Marcus 
Jacobson, ‘are sometimes then 
brought to bear to convince tyre 
companies to take a more 


correctly to inflate your car’s 
tyres at 85% of the garages that 
we checked. 

The key word, though, is ‘pos- 
sible’: sadly, many airlines were 
inaccessible for one reason or 
another—for use by ‘regulars 
only’, and so on—and many 
gauges, fouled with oil and/or 
water, were difficult to read. And, 
as our experiment above shows, 
it doesn’t take much to discourage 
the never-eager motorist... 

Of the other 15% of garage 
gauges checked, nearly one in 10 


showed pressure errors, and one 
in 20 were not working at all. 

Some local trading standards 
officers have set up their own 
testing procedures, and it was 
hoped to direct their efforts 
through a new scheme called 
TYPEAC (tyre-pressure equip- 
ment accuracy). 

This aimed to ensure a 12- 
monthly check-up for 30,000 air- 
lines, with plaques issued to 
garages. But, withpublic-spending 
cuts, there is a fear that TYPEAC 
may become so much hot air. 


are available, 411,654 vehicles 
(excluding bicycles) skidded int 
road accidents. » . BRACE YOURSELVES... 
When the Transport and Road ye 
Research Laboratory spent four 
years investigating 2130 acci- ' 
dents, tyre faults loomed larger 
than any other vehicle defect: 
they were a factor in one in every 
10 vehicles involved, and main 
contributory factors in 67 acci- 
dents. 

And remember: each defective 
tyre constitutes a _ separate 
offence: each could bring a £100 
fine and an endorsement; and 
three endorsements mean auto- 
matic disqualification for the per- 
son behind the wheel. 
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MUCH HAS HAPPENED to tyres 
since John Boyd Dunlop made an 
inflatable tube from a _ rubbér 
sheet, covered it with cotton, and 
nailed this to a wooden disc.’ 
Developments of it gave pedal+ 
cyclists a faster, safer, more 


“realistic” view of the tyre- 
pressure options—in other words, ) 
to lower their pressure recom- | | 
mendations. Since this merely 
shortens tyre life, and only very 
rarely produces catastrophic 
carcass overheating, few tyre 
makers protest too loudly.’ 

In most instances, Jacobson 

%, agrees, the pressure drop is 

4 small — 2-3psi — but he 
‘\ also mentions at least two | | 
instances where pressure | 
problems were the result 

of nothing more ‘scien- 

tific’ than a handbook 
; rs printer’s error. This 
meant, he says, that high- 
performance cars were run- | 
ning on 26psi instead of 36psi, 
considerably pdring down | | 
tyre-life and safety margins. 
On the other hand, manu- 
facturers are understandably 
irritated by the way that | 
research and knowhow can be 
wasted unless tyres receive some 
care and attention. 

Over-inflation can weaken the 
cord body of the tyre by reducing 
its ability to absorb road shocks; ) 
tread cuts are more likely. 

Under-inflation is even worse. 
The excessive flexing that can 
result may scrub off the tread, 
and it has been established that a 
tyre running at only 80% inflation 
will lose up to a third of its mile- 
age life. Excessive flexing will 
also. cause increased rolling 
resistance, petrol consumption 
(see page 40) and heat build-up. 


The Golden Rules 

Check tyre pressures once a week, 
and do it when the tyres are cold 
before a journey 

Never ‘bleed’ a tyre of air to 
compensate for rising pressure on 
a long journey. It will simply 
increase tyre flexing, which will 
in turn increase the temperature 
—giving even-higher pressures 
See that valve caps are in place 
and screwed down finger-tight 
Keep tyres free from oil, grease 
and stone chippings 

Check tyres for uneven wear; if 
in doubt, go to a properly 
equipped garage 

Avoid hitting or scraping tyres on 
kerbs. ROBERT OXFORD 


comfortable ride. That was in 
1888, and the pneumatic was not 
long in spreading to the new craze 
of horseless carriages. 

Dunlop was a Scotsman working 
in Belfast when he invented his 
tyre, and it was Britain again 
that led the world by inventing 
the radial-ply tyre, patented in 
1913. But, as has so often been the 
case, we failed to make it 
commercially viable; it was left 
to French Michelin to do this in 
1948. But Michelin, from the 
start, made its radials steel- 
braced—another leap forward. 
Steel bracing in radials better 
supports the tread, keeping it 
flat on the ground while the pli- 
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able walls flex, which they do far 
more than in cross-ply tyres. 
Textiles—usually rayon, polyester 
or nylon strands—are widely used 
for bracing, but steel wire is 
stronger and dissipates heat more 
efficiently. 

Michelin had to spend millions 
to find a satisfactory way to bond 
steel and rubber, and, when other 
makers first experimented with 
radials, they went for textiles. 
Only much more recently have 
they switched over to steel. 

Less affected by rolling heat, 
steel tends to give slightly better 
handling than textile-braced 
radials, and up to 9% better fuel 
economy than cross-ply tyres 
(they have less rolling resistance), 
and the tread can last twice as 
long as a cross-ply’s. With their 
greater tread area, radials also 
offer better and more-predictable 
handling and braking. 

It was not, however, until well 
into the 1960s that radials became 
common on new cars in Britain, 
largely because of the immense 
capital that Michelin’s com- 
petitors knew they would have to 
invest to re-tool for production. 
And it is mainly for this reason 
that the US hangs on to cross- 
plies; although, with its straighter 
roads and lower speed limits, the 
handling factor isn’t so important 
for American drivers, and until 
comparatively recently — they 
haven’t been much concerned 
with fuel economy. Also, with 
so many Americans buying new 
cars annually, a tyre’s life tends 
to concern only second- or third- 
hand owners: tyre manufacturers 
think hard before re-tooling for 
those customers. 

The Americans did manage to 
produce a bias-belted compro- 
mise from existing machinery that 
was better in performance than a 
cross-ply tyre but still inferior to 
a radial. Times, however, change 
and machinery wears out; now, 
the signs are that, earlier plant 
having run its span, radials for 
the US, too, are ‘in’. 


Gripping tales Part5 
GOING SPARE 


SURVIVING THE. Starting-handle 
as the last relic of early motoring 
is the spare tyre, for which, of 
course, a spare wheel is also 
necessary. The fifth tyre and 
wheel add both cost and weight 
to a car, and /osing weight is a 
fuel-saving possibility. 

Hastening its obsolescence are 
run-flat tyres and wheels. First 
on the market, six years ago, was 
Dunlop’s Denovo, a self-sealing 
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tyre on a special rim from which 
it cannot escape when deflated. 
So, even in a high-speed blow-out, 
control is retained. ‘Flat’, they 
retain a pressure of about 5psi, 
enabling them to run safely for 
100 miles at up to SOmph—enough 
to get you to a garage. 

In the past two years, Denovos 
have been improved in various 
ways. A solution has been found 
that automatically seals some 
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WHAT’S COOKING? 
THERE IS MORE to modern tyres 
than just rubber. Every tyre is 
made up of a series of rubbers, 
synthetic and natural, that have 
widely differing qualities in 
terms of elasticity and hardness, 
and resistance to wear, oxygen, 
ozone and ultra-violet attack. 
These properties are carefully 
chosen and may be due to quite 
small amounts of chemical addi- 
tives that act much like condi- 
ments in a ‘chef’s special’: too 
little or too much, and the end- 
result is failure. 

Oils, carbon black, sulphur, 
zinc oxides and silicates are 
essential ingredients that must 
be carefully weighed and 
controlled for consistency. In 
addition, there are finely spun, 
brass-coated steel wires, pre- 
stressed and twisted; and wide 
strips of woven-textile fabric. 

The raw materials for tyres 
arrive in liquid, powder and 
solid form, and undergo a series 
of closely controlled mixing 
kneading, blending, heating and 
cooling processes. The rubber is 
extruded like an endless strip of 
soft chocolate, in sheet form. 

A tyre is made section by 
section, rather like making a 
layer cake. The quality of the 
end-result depends on _ the 
‘dough’ mix, keeping the preci- 
sion machinery clean, and the 
skill of the operators—there is 
still a great deal of handwork, 
even in the most up-to-date 
plants, where tyres are produced 
at an astonishing rate. Even so, 
it can all be wasted effort if the 
moulding machine—a sort of 
pressure cooker, with an inflat- 
able inner bladder—is not 
operated at the correct steam 
pressure and heat for ‘the 
appropriate time. And an 
improperly ‘cooked’ tyre is as 
valueless as a sagging, sour or 
burnt cake. 

The tyre requires stiffening and 
strength, and this is provided by 
embedding the fabric in thin 
layers of rubber. Ensuring a safe 
heat-, shock- and distortion- 
resistant bond between the fabric 
and the rubber calls for special 
care and extreme cleanliness, 
humidity and dust control. 

_An inflated tyre is kept firmly 
in position on the wheel rim by 
its bead wires. These are a care- 
fully-arranged bundle of sepa- 
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punctures before serious loss 
of air occurs, and allows others 
to be mended externally. But 
there is a cost penalty: four 
Denovo wheels and tyres cost 
about the same price as five 
wheels fitted with ordinary radial- 
ply tyres. 

‘Run-flat technology’ (and you 
can bet that a vast amount of 
research not yet announced by 
other leading makers is going on) 


rate strands of pre-stressed and 
twisted wire embedded in rubber. 
Before they are stored as a series 
of hoops, they are wrapped with 
a kind of tape to retain this criti- 
cal shape, waiting their turn to be 
assembled into the so-called 
‘green tyre’. 

The rest of the tyre building is 
concerned with transforming the 
flat strips of rubber and rubber 
impregnated fabric into a cylin- 
drical shape. This is done on a 
building machine, an operator 
applying the flat strips to the 
steel cylinder, layer on layer. 

Like a good pastry cook, he 
applies them with a tuck here and 
there, rolling them on to lie flat 
and without a bubble, perfectly 
positioned one on top of the other. 
A trim with a sharp, heated knife 
ensures that there are no 
unwanted overlaps, gaps or 
ragged joints. It is vital that the 
ends butt perfectly, with no 
evidence of a joint. 

The first layer forms the inner 
liner and is usually of Butyl 
rubber, which is impermeable to 
air pressure and makes the fitting 
of an inner tube superfluous. It is 
followed by the single or two plies 
of the carcass—fabric-embedded- 
in-rubber, that give the rolling 
radial tyre both strength and con- 
trolled flexibility. The closely 
spaced parallel strands of rayon, 
nylon or polyester run from one 
bead to the other. When the tyre 
is inflated, they radiate out from 
the centre: hence the name 
‘radial-ply’ tyre. 

On the older type of tyre—the 
cross-ply—the ‘lay’ of the strands 
is diagonal across the build drum 
at roughly 45 degrees, with a 
righthand bias on the first layer 
and an opposing one of roughly 
45 degrees with a lefthand bias, 
to ensure equal stiffness in all 
directions when inflated. 

Incorporating the hoops of the 
bead wire sub-assembly into the 
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looks like sealing the fate of the 


spare tyre. 
One risk, though, will un- 
doubtedly remain when the 


spare wheel goes: some drivers, 
unable to afford the time (or the 
money) to have a _ puncture 
repaired, will tend greatly to 
exceed the specified run-flat mile- 
age. But that sort of driver is 
with us now, doing something 
equally daft... GEORGE YOUNG 


tyre involves turning the project- 
ing edges of the carcass ply over 
the bead hoops. 

The sidewall strips are added 
next, one on either side of the 
build drum. The part-built tyre 
is then transferred to another 
machine that clamps the ends in 
bell-shaped housings, the central 
section being inflated like a foot- 
ball as the bell ends close in. This 
allows the tyre to take up its 
characteristic shape of a barrel, 
and it is at this stage that the 
breaker strips are applied. 

There are at least two, one on 
top of another, that must be 
placed centrally (sometimes a 
capping strip of nylon, polyester 
or Kevlar is added, to give | 
enhanced properties), and, when 
breaker strips are of fabric con- 
struction, the tyre is designated 
a ‘textile-belted’ radial. 

The extruded strip of tread 
rubber is then applied as the top 
layer, and it is in this ‘green’ 
state that the casing is trans- 
ferred to the moulding machine 
where the still-pliable casing is 
inflated by a special, tough 
rubber diaphragm under 200— 
400psi internal pressure. The 
rubber is thereby forced into the 
mould recesses that imprint on 
the final shape, tread and wall 
patterns and raised tyre mark- 
ings as it is ‘cured’ under pres- 
sure and considerable heat for 
12—20min. A chemical transfor- | 
mation called ‘vulcanisation’ 
gives the tyre its final shape 

While still hot to the touch, the 
tyre is expelled from the mould, 
checked, automatically balanced | 
and graded. There is then a slow 
post-curing stabilisation pro- | 
cess, which means that, for the 
first 50 miles or so, the tyre is 
still ‘working’. As such, it should | 
not be run at more than about 
50mph for this period, after | 


which it becomes virtually 
stable. MARCUS JACOBSON 
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Flat tyre—a conveyor-beltful of casing before the shaping-up process begins 
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bankee balancer bank balance. keeping the right include rain, hail, ice, snow, oil patches, mud, 
‘balance between the incomings and banana skins. 
outgoings of your bank’ account Pirelli help steely beltees steel belts. used to increase the 
you keep this balance by being a) mileage and durability of modem tyres. Belt 
competitively priced b) hard-wearing. up is acommon expression directed at back 
bothloders both. Pirelli tyres give both high seat drivers who accuse the real driver of going I: 
mileage and superb wet grip. Fit Pirelli and too fast. Literally it means “Dont worry, dear, 'F 
you wont get any bother for years. the’steel belts’ in my tyres can cope pertectly IE 
combinale combination. Pirelli tyres have a at this speed’ 
‘combination of steel and nylon belts.Not to _ thriftymuch inexpensive. cost saving. A term 
be confused with ‘combinations’ which are youll understand better the longer you drive I 
underpants. Pirelli tyres do not have Pirelli tyres. I 
underpants. uttereth mubble utter curse swear moan mutter I: 
delivereth deliver. provide as in Tm sorry | jabber jibber gabble. Typ. ex. This +1? §-ing 
couldnt ‘deliver’ the goods,| got a puncture’. tyre has only done fifteen thousand §! **? * 
“Your company should ‘provide’ you with miles and its two thirds *§ *1*? wom. 
Pirelli tyres. (Never uttered by Pirelli drivers). 


grippers (wetty) wet grip. the grip properties 
pertaining to a tyre in wet conditions. 
See also weak handshake. 


mileodes(maximost) maximum mileage. 
something every Pirelli tyre has been 
designed to give. Also Maximost - 
Fulvius Mileodes —- Roman Emperor 
AD 85-88. 

mindbogglode mind boggling a state 
where ones mind is boggled’ 
A condition often found in natives of 
lreland who are continually falling 
into bogs. 

nylonfold beltee a belt of nylon. used to 
dissipate heat and thus improve tyre 
weal. 

radifold radial. a construction where the 
belts run around the tyre rather than 


across it. It provides higher mileage and better 
grip. 


slippislider slippery conditions * ie. ideal for 3 Cy oe ee LiL 


tobogganing, skating, etc. However conditions STEEL+NYLON 


which may induce sliding of vehicles. “May 


CAR TESTS 


Reliant Super Robin 850 estate 


Price £2808 On the road £2965 — 


In the good-old, bad-old inter- 
war years, thousands started 
their motoring on two wheels, 
and progressed to a motorcycle- 
sidecar combination as_ their 
families grew. Later, Dad was 
able to exchange the combo for 
a dashing, new, three-wheeled 
car, such as the sporty Morgan. 
He still needed only a motorbike 
licence, and the three-wheeler 
enjoyed cheaper road tax, too. 
This last advantage still applies 
today, but only one company, 
Reliant, of Tamworth, Staffs, 
now offers a family three-wheeler. 
DRIVE took to the road in the 
estate version of the four-model 
range in the hope of experiencing 
the elusive cheapness of. inter- 
war years’ driving. 

Can Super Robin save petrol- 
powered civilisation as we know 
it today? Read on. 


How it goes 

Most low-volume makers of cars 
buy-in their engines from the 
big boys, as Reliant itself does 
for its Ford-powered Scimitar 
GTE; but the Robin uses a home- 
grown all-alloy engine. It’s an 
elderly design that dates from 
Reliant’s early three-wheeling 
days, and has grown over the 
years to its present 848cc. 

Starting, whether from cold or 
hot, was reluctant on DRIVE’s 
correctly tuned car, and testers 
had to fiddle constantly with the 
unprogressive choke to keep 
mobile for the first mile or so 
from cold. Idling was erratic, too, 
no matter what the temperature. 

A light flywheel gives the little 
engine a sporty, free-revving 
feel and an instant response toa 
dab on the throttle. When it 
comes to acceleration, the 
Robin’s a real flier, its through- 
the-gears 0-60mph time of l6sec 
being a creditable 10sec faster 
than most of its competition. 
After 60mph, the Robin levels- 
off very quickly, but by then the 
astonished faces of some 1300cc 
saloon drivers are hardly visible 
in the rearview mirror. 

Top-gear acceleration times are 
also good, the 30-S5Omph haul 
just bettering the rivals in our 
table. Because of its high gearing 
(a __long-legged 17mph _ per 
1000rpm), the Robin’s perfor- 
mance in fourth is not quite so 
chirpy as it is through the 
gears; the advantage is that the 
fledgling power unit is happy to 
cruise at the UK motorway speed 
limit. Whether its driver will be so 
willing is a matter we shall come 
to in due course... 

The gear change has a delight- 
fully positive — clickety-click 
action as it slices around its 
narrow gate, though first gear 
can occasionally baulk from 
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standstill. Intermediate gear 
ratios are widely spaced, with 
the high-ratio third just failing 
to stretch the engine to the 
6000rpm limit attainable in first 
and second. The clutch has a 
longish pedal travel, and is 
weighty, but had no trouble 
dragging the test Robin up a 
1-in-3 hill from rest. 

Apart from a trace of sloppiness 
around the straight-ahead posi- 
tion, the Robin’s steering feels 
direct and quick when a bit of 
lock is applied—so much so that 
just a twitch of the tiny, 13in 
steering wheel can create a 
jerky cornering line. (There are 
only 2+ turns of the wheel, lock 
to lock.) The steering, and the 
Robin’s  dry-road cornering 
ability, gives the three-wheeler a 
nimble, even sporty feel... up 
to a point. You know that point 
is reached as the nearside rear 
wheel parts company with the 
road—and the Robin demands 
a quick dose of opposite-lock 
steering correction to bring it 
safely back to earth (see How 
safe, overpage). 

In the rain, the cross-ply tyres’ 
limit of grip is reached much 
earlier, which makes it easy to 
induce a slide. The trade-off is 
that this happens at such low 
speeds, and with such progres- 
sion, that it’s not difficult to 
regain control. The tyres also 
‘tramline’ badly on raised white 


lines, and their directional 
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HOW GOOD 
At-a-glance 


DRIVE’s verdict on the Reliant 
Super Robin 850 estate, taking 
into consideration its rivals, its 
price and what kind of car it’s 
meant to be 


Out of 10 


PERFORMANCE 
898486660 


FUEL ECONOMY 
SPOOSSWSIO 


HANDLING/STEERING 
G6O6 


COMFORT/REFINEMENT 
@© 


INTERIOR/BOOT SPACE 
SSOCSBE 


PASSENGER AIDS 
6e6 


DRIVER AIDS 
2SES060 
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RUST RESISTANCE 
@86666 


RELIABILITY/EASE OF REPAIR 
Geo 


stability is poor in motorway 
crosswinds. 

When you sit behind the wheel 
of a Robin for the first time, 
everything seems sized for 
Noddy. The driving seat is no 
bigger than an infant’s school 
chair, and (on the test car) its 
fore-and-aft adjustment twisted 
under the weight of an IlIst 
driver. The footwells are also 
tiny, as is the steering wheel; 
but, that said, it’s all surprisingly 
comfortable, even after a lengthy 
period at the wheel. Our main 
complaint with the layout of the 
major controls is having nowhere 
to park the left foot, except under 
the clutch pedal. 

The comprehensive instrument 
pack is both attractive and easy 
to read—an object lesson to most 
big manufacturers of small cars. 
A single column stalk controls 
indicators, headlamp dip/flash 
and horn, while other minor 
controls are worked by easily- 
reached rocker switches. One 
spoke of the wheel masks the 
hazard-warning lamp—a_need- 
less fault when other lamps for oil 
pressure, ignition, indicators and 
main beam are neatly grouped in 
the two main dials. 

The door mirror is unneces- 
sarily awkward to adjust, and 
the width of forward vision is 
reduced by thick screen pillars. 
But at least the single-speed 
wipers sweep up to the driver’s 
side of the screen, unlike those of 
some costly imports. 


How comfortable 

One snag of a three-wheeler is 
that any bump the front wheel 
may miss is almost certain, to be 
hit by one or other at the rear. 
This plus extremely stiff sus- 
pension adds up to a harsh, jolting 
and generally unpleasant ride 
that evens out only when the road 
surface is billiard-table smooth. 
And the Robin’s really set a- 
bobbing in winter by the central 
hump of packed snow and ice 
that’s moulded by four-wheeled 
traffic! 

Robins are far from quiet. The 
overall noise level is high, and it’s 
difficult to talk with passengers 
at any reasonable cruising 
speed; but it’s not the sort of 
noise that causes headaches. 
Around town, the light steering, 
easy controls and flexible engine 
are all attractive features. 
Curious, though, that the turning 
circle on left lock is only 243ft 
when that to the right (the one 
that you need to be really tight) 
is 307ft. 

Getting in and out of the rear 
seat is complicated by narrow 
footwells and static seatbelts 
that tend to dangle at ankle- 
catching level. Provided that you 
are not too generously propor- 
tioned, the Robin’s rear perch is 
surprisingly comfortable, though 
a lack of lateral cushioning 
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RELIANT SUPER ROBIN 
850 ESTATE 


Front engine: 848cc/4cyl, OHV (chain); 
one SU HS2 single-venturi carb; 40bhp 
at 5500rpm 

Rear drive: 4 gears; 17mph/1000rpm 
Suspension: front—leading arm and coil 
sprung damper unit; rear—leaf-sprung live 
axle and anti-roll bar 

Steering: worm and peg, 24 turns/273ft 
circle (*see text); 4J wheels, 5.20 $10 
cross-ply 

Brakes: drums all round 

Parts/repairs (inc VAT) 

clutch £25.30 (fitting 3.3hr) 

exhaust £19.55 (O.5hr) 

headlamp unit £4.03 (0.25hr) 


laminated windscreen £77.61 (O.5hr) 


oil filter and points £2.96 (0.4hr) 


major service 12,000 miles (3.75hr) 


per year per mile 
Running costs £510.28 4.25p 
Loss of value Palak 1.06p 
Total depreciation £531 4 43p 


Insurance group 


THE RIVALS CLOCK IN 


Refer to company 


Skoda 105L 


Citroen Dyane 


Austin Morris Mini 850 
Ford Fiesta 950 
Renault 4TL 


an Dawson 


>ERFORMANCE BRAKES—pedal pressures and responses FUEL 3/4 star/95 octane min 
ae fp overall consumption 454mpg 
AACS 2 ehO:S 1G: O0ss26.7, effective tank range 225miles/5gal 
i Normal range of consumption 
short journey, suburban 37mpg 
| 30 70 motorway—68mph cruising 38mpq 
_ Acceleration through gears from rest (sec) hard driving, heavy traffic 40impg 
mixed roads—brisk, 50mph cruising 442mpg 
= quiet rural—4Omph cruising 58impg 
= Consumption at steady speeds 
£ 30mph 835mpg 
a 56mph 54mpg 
3 Z7Omph 36mpg 
. max mph 24>mpg 
4 / SAFETY CHECKS 
: TOM20 “SO T4050 Ph 80r 87 0be80b 90100 steering: energy hazard warning: fitted?Yes 
Maximum speeds % efficiency (ideal car's braking performance falls absorbing? No _ interior: well padded? No 
in gears within central zone—above, too heavy, below, too light) front seats: secure w/screen: laminated? No 
max engine speed mounts? No — doors: crashproof? No 
used 6000rpm (5800 in 3rd); Fade test pedal pressure needed for 75% stop head restraint? No childproof? Yes 
4 max in top 4500rpm; (ideal car would show no variation) front belts: effective? No petrol: spillproof? No 
standiny + mile 55lb at start; 55lb in constant use; 53lb in severe use convenient? No _ brakes: failsafe? Yes 
20.4sec Watersplash 90lb at first, 5 stops to recover rear belts: fitted? No load sensitive? No 
FUEL MAXIMUM 30—-50MPH OVERALL MAXIMUM TYPICAL STEERING 
ON-ROAD CAPACITY OVERALL SPEED O-60MPH IN TOP BESTSTOP LENGTH LEGROOM LEGROOM ~~ TURNS/ 
PRICE(E) _(cc)_(MPG)__(MPH) (SEC) _—_(SEC)__—(eg/lb)___(FTV/IN)_FRONT(IN)_REAR(IN) CIRCLE (FT) _ 
Seemenrncdf unr: (S40 82224 169 Tt Sed A age ee sre Se ee 
et eer ey | bs 73 PAS my 20.5 95/90 12keoe 39 40 3/365 
ee ae SA 27S 2B 14.4 97/70 10°02” 393. 3435 23/30 
be 2782 957 41 83 18.4 14.7 97/50 ile tei a 40 392 33/313 
#2885 845 39 74 26.4 15.8 98/60 1Ze18 401 342 33/32 
| Si 
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allows lone occupants to slide 
about while cornering. 

Opening the estate’s rear door 
to the side reveals luggage space 
that’s more than reasonable for a 
small car; and, with the spare 
wheel propped-up on a side panel, 
punctures cause little disturbance 
of holiday luggage. Two crude 
but harmless rubber clips quickly 
release the backrest to convert 
the estate into a surprisingly 
generous load carrier. Its limi- 
tations are the ease with which 
the unprotected rear body panels 
can be scratched, and Reliant 
warns ominously in the hand- 
book: ‘It is-most important that 
a heavy load is NEVER positioned 
at the extreme rear of the vehicle 
behind the rear axle.’ 

The Robin’s heater is a cheap 
water-valve affair with a push- 
pull temperature control identical 
to the choke knob. Knee-level 
flaps pipe the warm air im, but 
there’s little control of its tem- 
perature—it’s usually all or 
nothing. 


How strong 

With a body made of glassfibre- 
reinforced plastic (grp), the 
Robin’s panels do not suffer 
from weakening rust. But grp 
bodies have their own problems 
in areas of stress, and telltale 
surface crazing and_ hairline 
cracks were already in evidence 
on the floor of the test car’s boot. 
Sadly, rust had set in on the 
chassis (as it had on others we’ve 
seen), though it is sturdy and 
should have a good few years of 
life. Chassis rust prevention is 
confined to paint alone. 

There are some cars that seem 
to keep clean in bad weather. The 
Robin is one, and the only help 
it needs is a rear-screen wash- 
wipe mechanism that ought to 
be standard. 

Mechanical reliability seems to 
vary widely. We hear of some 
Robin owners singing its praises, 
and of one or two who suffer 
engine trouble. In July this year, 
Reliant also recalled al] Robins 
(from 1973 to date) for strengthen- 
ing of their steering brackets. 


How safe 
The greatest source of worry 
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for our testers was the Robin’s 
safety--both primary and second- 
ary. As with all DRIVE’s test cars, 
we drove the vehicle round a test- 
track steering pad to determine 
its stability. While it’s not un- 
known for cars to cock a wheel 
in the air during this test, the 
cornering speed at which the 
Robin lifted its inside rear wheel 
was surprisingly low. 

Under these controlled con- 
ditions, it wasn’t too difficult for 
our testers to regain stability 
by applying opposite-lock correc- 
tion. However, when they re- 
peated the Robin’s two-wheeling 
trick, and tried to correct as a 
driver might, in the panic of an 
emergency, by lifting off the 
accelerator’s pedal, the Robin 
toppled on to its side. 

Off the test track, on public 
roads, Robin drivers could find 
themselves in a similar situation 
when taking sudden avoiding 
action, or simply when over- 
doing things on a tight round- 
about or bend. 

We are not alone in our find- 
ings. The DoE’s Transport and 
Road Research Laboratory has 
published a paper on the pheno- 
menon, its suggestion for 
remedial action being to bolt 
skids on to the car’s forward 
lower chassis members. 

Braking, too, leaves a lot to be 
desired. Our chart shows 
reasonable progression, if a little 
on the heavy side, up to a 
mediocre best-stop of 85%. What 
the chart cannot illustrate, how- 
ever, is the violent brake tremor 
experienced in the test car, and 
its tendency to slew to one side 
under hard braking. If our Robin 
was typical, we can imagine 
some owners losing control 
while braking on wet roads. 

DRIVE’s checklist summarises 
the Robin’s minimal provision 
of secondary safety features. 
Points that particularly worried 
our testers were the absence of 
anti-tip latches on the front 
seats and the spiteful-looking 
ignition key’s siting directly 
above the driver’s knee. 


How much 
There’s one saving that’s unique 
to the world of ‘tricycle’ motor- 


ing, as the DVLC calls it, for 
the Robin’s road tax costs a mere 
£20. Another convincing argu- 
ment in favour of three-wheeling 
is fuel consumption: the only 
petrol-driven rivals that can 
better the Reliant’s 45mpg overall 
are the two-cylinder Fiats and 
Citroens—and some might say 
that’s not a fair comparison, 
considering their relatively snail’s- 
pace performance. It’s only on 
short journeys around town, or 
belting along the motorway, that 
the Robin does worse than 
40mpg, and economy-minded 
drivers could achieve 60mpg. 
General running costs are low, 
too, and the reason’s easily seen 
in our list of main parts prices. 
Mind you, the Robin’s not the 
sort of car that we would look 
forward to servicing on our day 
off. Its engineering is straight- 
forward-enough—it’s just that 
access to the tiny engine bay is so 
awkward. And, while we’re onthe 
subject of access, imagine your- 
self checking the front tyre’s 
pressure, let alone changing it. 
One big problem of small com- 
panies and limited production 
runs is keeping prices competi- 
tive, and, for the same sort of 
money as the Super Robin estate, 
you can buy a hatchback super- 
mini such as the Ford Fiesta. 
Reliant’s mechanically similar 
four-wheeled Kitten is only some 
£20 dearer—about the price of a 
wheel and tyre, nowadays. 


Verdict 

DRIVE’s testers admit that they 
didn’t relish the prospect of 1000 
miles of three-wheeler test 
driving, so it’s to the Robin’s 
credit that they quickly fell for the 
charm of this willing little car. 
True, it’s noisy and apparently 
scaled for Lilliputians; but it’s 
also fast and economical—two 
virtues that few can afford to 
overlook. 

Our testers were also sufficiently 
skilled to regard the Robin’s test- 
track behaviour as . . . ‘interest- 
ing’. The snag is that DRIVE 
cannot honestly recommend any 
car that is so unsafe at the limit 
of its handling, and so lacking in 
secondary safety features, for 
use by laymen on public roads. 


kerbweight 94cwt 
overall length 10ft 11in 
overall width 4ft 8in 
overall height 4ft 6in 


By 


DRIVE’s yellow Robin did too much 
bobbin’—not to mention weavin’— 
to appeal to our amateur drivers. 

Claire Parker gave it a pasting: 
‘I don’t like it, and I can’t imagine 
why anyone buys it. I couldn’t 
think of it as a proper car. I have 
never been in an invalid carriage, 
but it reminded me of one. 

‘On the motorway, I did 50mph 
and didn’t dare go any faster—I 
wouldn’t dream of doing 70mph in 
it. Other drivers kept taking 
advantage of me and cutting me up. 
You could almost hear them saying: 
“Grotty little three-wheeler—get 
out of my way!’’’ 

Air-traffic controller Ron Daly 
was more adventurous: ‘It was 
noisy at 7Omph, and I wasn’t 
happy—let’s put it that way. I 
thought that, if a coach passed me, 
its wake would blow me away. 

‘I admit that it went very well 
in a straight line, considering the 
engine’s size; but at speed, the ride 
is really harsh. The driving position 
was very nice—much better than 
it looks when you open the door. 
It’s like a little cockpit. But, if I 
had to drive it more than 10 miles, 
I’d go deaf. I’ve tried to imagine 
the sort of person who would buy 
one—but I can’t.’ 

Builder Fred Pocock came to the 
Robin’s rescue: ‘I found it surpris- 
ingly comfortable—like sitting in 
the cabin of a plane. It was quite 
an exciting feeling. I found the 
controls handy, and the steering 
was good—sporty, in fact. 

‘I liked the gear change—it was 
sporty, too—and I wasn’t too 
offended by the roar of the engine. 
The performance was exceptional. 
I was amazed, in fact. Within 
200yd, I was doing 40mph; but by 
70mph the noise is terrible. That’s 
as fast as I dared to go. But it’s 
cheap, and if it was all that I could 
afford, then I’d be prepared to go 
along with all the problems in order 
to have a new car.’ 

DRIVE car-tester Peter Denayer 
replies: ‘Fred has shrewdly put his 
finger on the Robin’s charm—and 
snags. The trouble is that it isn’t 
cheap to buy, and poor accessibility 
to the works could mean expensive 
maintenance.’ 


You can buy cheap car tyres with names 
you ve never heard of. 


The clear edge 
for safety 


Fit the wipers with the 
unique Bosch two-way micro-edge, 
LOE a Te Me Sie way MG 


Will they be such good value in the 
long run and can you be sure you're not 
risking your family’s safety for the 

sake of a quid or two ? 


At MotorWay we never sacrifice quality 
(and that means safety too) for price, 
even though our prices are some of the 
keenest around. And we stock all leading 
brands of tyres and batteries for 

British and foreign cars. That’s why 
more and more motorists say... 


it must be 


For the choice you want, and the ene 
advice you can trust. Ask MotorWay .. 


first fortyres 


We stock and recommend 


AVON radials — the truly 


British tyre with the 
big reputation. 


a 


= 


sh 


Stee 


NEARLY 200 BRANCHES 
NATIONWIDE. Look us 
up in Yellow Pages. 


= 
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Drive with confidence 
Drive with Bosch 


r All credit cards welcomed. 
celebs Call in or ring for your quotation now. 


ROBERT BOSCH LIMITED, WATFORD, HERTFORDSHIRE 


Last year alone in Britain 
over 600 people were killed or 
seriously injured as a result of 
tyre damage. 

For some of them, the 
cause was the most horrifying 
of all tyre mishaps - a burst at 
speed. One moment they were 
driving along safely. The next they 
were careering wildly out of control. 

If only they had been driving 
on Dunlop 
Denovo run-flat 


y to call on him at all. 
tyres, it need never (elt re eae | For inside each 
have happened. e Denovo tyre 


You can throw away 
your jack. : mM 

With Denovo tyres you 
can forget about changing 
wheels in the middle of traffic. 

In the event of a punc- 
ture or blow-out, you just drive 
on and call on any of the 
750 Denovo tyre specialists 


whenever its convenient. 
& Chances are, though, 


youll never have 


Because with Denovo tyres you stay safely there's a Polygel® coating that seals 70% of all 
in control, even after a blow-out at high speed. punctures with virtually no air loss. 

Indeed you can even drive on for up to 100 The optional extra that may save your life. 
miles at speeds as high as 50mph without so You'll find that Dunlop Denovo tyres give 
much as changing the wheel. oa ASS G8 you the same wet grip, high 

The tyre stays locked to mileage and sure-footedness 
the wheel, so your car stays you get from any other good 
locked to the road. or radial tyre. Plus a level of 

An ordinary tyre is held to } Aly safety and convenience you 
the rim by the air pressure ae ve, | wight get from no other tyre. 


inside. In a blow-out that pressure 
suddenly vanishes. 

The tyre folds away from 
the rim. 

And the rim digs into the road. 

Within seconds youre probably 
out of control. With Dunlop Denovo, 
however, the tyre is 
locked to the rim. So, Estate. 


even with no air vee MOU Te nor You can be sure 
inside, the rubber stays ee that more cars will 
firmly in contact with the road. And you stay firmly soon be offering you the Denovo option. 

in control. How optional are your family’s lives? 


fis; Already theyre fitted as 

“=~ _*&. standard to every Mini 1275 

= + GT. You can also order them 

: on the Fiat 126, De Ville and 
Mirafiori Saloon. 

As well as the Rover range, 

CDaDe the Princess range and the Mini 


Clubman Saloon and 


lop:De 


PaMivcoris/willbe cc nche ao ok eae tee @ DUNLOP DENOVO, | 


Clip out this form and 

post it in an unstamped 
envelope addressed to: 

AA Insurance Services Ltd., 
FREEPOST, 

Newcastle on Tyne NE99 2RP. 


surname BLOCK CAPITALS 


FOR OFFICE 
USE ONLY 


Daytime 
FAIEPHONEING cc csssesveacnetohecneteveecterss ibs ass 


Is your present motor insurance giving you all the cover you Perens: iby site megerainces 
want. . . dependably? All the discounts you could qualify for? Occupation....... Vd sap A UM e a 


At the best value on the market? Employer's business : Ppa 
day month 


It could pay you to find out now . . . before your next When would you like cover to commence? 
premium comes due. You can obtain a check on your On that date ia)’How oldu be? 
premium and cover by using the AA‘s computer service. The 
service is free and sifts through a whole range of policies 
arranged with leading insurance companies and at Lloyds, to 


(b) How long will you have been resident in the UK? 


(c) How long will you have held a full UK driving licence? 


select the quotation that suits you best. And you can be sure (d) Poel ebel a Seal eel eB g 
with AA buying power and expertise, you can have the best Name of your present Insurance Company 
cover at minimum cost. About your car 

: : re Make and model of car including details of modifications 
Check some of the discounts you might be eligible for...A  £4%—i= 


20% discount if driving is restricted to husband and wife. A 
10% discount if you are over 60, or if your car is over 6 years 


Engine cc............. Year of manufacture 19 RSG Rs £ [| 


: ; 2? Please dele rr 
old. A no-claims discount up to 65% perhaps . . . or When do you use your Car? *Fcsse delete the word 
substantial occupational savings. You can pay by instalments LAS a he AREA eR peel ap ey LO 
too ve simnaet asa motoring organisation we've tried to plan / ie eben sng Sa a reste ee ie be ee aad ce 
insurance to suit you in every way. So put that pen to good Is your place of work more than 10 miles from your home? —_—_YES, NO" 
use .. . and freepost for the AA quote now. (b) Business use by yourself only? 


(c) Business use by any other person? 


(d) Commercial travelling? 
(e) What is your estimated annual mileage? ....................... 
Have you or any other person who will drive this car 
(a) Been convicted of any driving offence other than parking? 
(b) Been involved in any accident in the last five years? 
(c) Suffer from any physical disability or infirmity 
ey) a) €3 § e.g. heart disease etc? 


If you have answered yes to ‘a; ‘b’ or ‘c’ please give details on 
separate sheet. 
Please indicate (.~ ) who will drive the vehicle: cae 


: % uf 2 (a) Yourself only 
4s (b) Yourself and wife/husband only 
(c) Yourself and one named driver only 
(d) Any licensed driver 


In the case of (b) and (c) please give details of other driver ee] 
or in the case of (d) details of youngest known driver. Age 


Length full UK Driving Licence held? «0.0.0.0... ccc 
What cover do you want? 


Please tick the type of cover you require: 


Comprehensive 4 Third Party Fire & Theft Gl Third Party Only pee) [Lie] 


Do you wish to reduce the premium by bearing up to £25, YES/NO" 
£ 


£35 or £50 of the cost of any damage to your car? 
If yes, please write your choice here 


meee ~~ |rs29 
Fanum House Basingstoke Hants RG21 2EA Regd. No. 912191 England 


Insurance 
Services 


HE SUPER-MINI market is wheretoday’s 

fiercest battles are being fought, and 
the public benefits from every skirmish 
that produces’ keener-priced, 
sophisticated small cars. 


\ 
It’s a motoring revolution that began in 


1959 with the Mini, BL’s original. Tiny 
transport had always been a temptation 
for car makers, but, before the Mini, the 
baby Austins, Topolino Fiats and bubble 
cars had been just gleams in car designers’ 
eyes. What made the Mini such asuccess 
was that . . . it was a success. It was A 
Different Kind of Motoring. 

For most of the next decade, the 
mighty Mini reigned supreme, beating 
back the Hillman Imp and Fiat 500 
competition with contemptuous ease. 
Then came Part Two of the revolution 
—the Continental super-minis. First to 
Britain was the Fiat 127. Hot on its heels 
was the chic Renault 5 hatchback. And 
where the Renault excelled was in the 
ride department, carrying passengers 
along on a ‘magic carpet’, still able to 
listen to the radio at 7Omph, and proving, 
after all these years, that you don’t need 
a long wheelbase to achieve ride comfort. 

It is, in DRIVE’s view, this feature that 
makes the Renault 5 as covetable now as 
in 1972. For not everyone enjoys the 
quicksilver response and firmer rides of 
Ford Fiestas and VW Polos. In any case, 
time has not stood still at La Regie, and 
today’s 5TL gives an impressive 9mpg 
improvement over earlier models—impor- 
tant in these mpg-conscious times. 

DRIVE decided, with the help of Com- 
putacar, the London-based used-car 
directory service, to give two would-be 
Renault 5 buyers a hand, to find out what 
£1000 would buy... 


IRISH-BORN Janice Ludlow is 24 years 
old and works as a training analyst for a 
construction company. Until DRIVE 
arrived, she was banking on a friend in 
the motor trade—hoping and praying 
for a miracle, that he would ring to say 
he’d found “my” car. I dreaded the 
prospect of rogue garages.’ 

This was to be Janice’s first car, and 
she had studied rivals from Datsun and 
Fiat, not to mention the Mini. But what 
clinched it for Renault was the fact that 
Janice’s mother was already a contented 
owner. Thus, Janice planned her tour of 
inspection; DRIVE sent AA _ engineer 
Bernard Tasker along with expert advice... 


First call was to a private’ house in 
Twickenham, Middlesex, to see a pale- 
blue 1974 STL with 42,000 miles clocked 
up and a price of £1050; the owner said 
that he had a friend in Renault UK who 
had been able to get him his new 14 at 
well below list-price. 


AA opinion 

What let down this first car was its body- 
work. The carpets were wet, and rust was 
bleeding from several weld lines, includ- 
ing those to the rear of the roof. Tasker 
deduced that the paint had _ been 
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more-' 


‘improved’ with the aid of an aerosol 
spray without first preparing the surface: 
it now needed a complete respray. 
Mechanically, it didn’t seem too bad, 
but the engine was clattery, which could 
indicate an expensive timing-chain repair, 
and a knock from the rear was probably 
a worn shock absorber. 
Not a car to be recommended... 


Janice set off for a small used-car dealer 
on London’s South Circular Road, to 
inspect a 1973 model with 56,000 miles 
clocked up, priced at £1095. She said 
that it was more than she could afford, 
but perhaps she could beat down the 
dealer as no part-exchange was involved. 
She was right. ‘You hear so many bad 
things about garages, particularly small 
ones,’ she said, ‘but the salesman couldn’t 
have been more helpful. He agreed to 
drop the price to £1025, provided he 
didn’t have to touch-up the bodywork. 
But later, when I decided that this was 
the one I would buy, the salesman even 
relented on that. Not wanting to lose it, 
I told him that we had more to look at, 
but this was the best so far. He agreed to 
hold the car until the end of the day.’ 


AA opinion 

The vehicle was generally clean, and the 
body was marred only by a damaged off- 
side, rear panel. On the road, it drove 
nicely. Tasker noted severe oil-fouling 
on the engine, but couldn’t find the 
source of the leak. Valve gear was 
noisy—a simple job to rectify. 

What did worry our man was a small 
amount of damage at the front of the 
chassis: the nearside front end had been 
in a crash and, although the repair 
looked good enough, weld lines behind 
the headlamp and inner wing needed 
further attention. Tasker recommended 
a thorough underbody examination. 


However, Janice was keen to buy, and 
could only just be persuaded to make 
one more effort. This time, it was to 
look at a green TL version with an L- 
registration and a £995 price-tag in a 


Tooting garage. It also had the day’s top 
mileage—72,000. 

Janice was quick to notice a strong 
smell of paint around the car, and diag- 
nosed a quick spray-job. She commented: 
‘The trim was in a disgusting state—a 
sign, I dare say, of the car’s true condi- 
tion. It was damp inside, and, when the 
AA man started the engine, it refused to 
fire on all cylinders. I think that could 
have been serious...’ 


AA opinion 
This car looked very tatty, with evidence 
of poor body repairs and paintwork. 

Since more of the garage’s cars were 
being ‘painted’ in an adjacent side-street, 
using aerosol cans on a windy day, the 
finish on the Renault didn’t surprise 
Bernard Tasker. 

The carpets were wet, and the exhaust 
pipe was broken and crudely repaired. 
When the engine started, it ran on only 
three cylinders. Said Tasker: ‘I had seen 
enough of this tatty garage and its cars.’ 


Janice Ludlow went back to the South 
Circular and found that the other dealer 
was as good as his word; the price came 
down, and the repairs were done. 


Tony Harding, from Locks Heath, 
Hampshire, is 24 years old and works 
for the Post Office. Last year, his 
employers taught him to drive and 
provided him with a van for weekday- 
use. It gave Tony the driving bug, and 
he started looking for a £1000 car. He 
soon narrowed the field to a Renault 5— 
and widened his price. 

DRIVE and Tasker joined forces with 
Tony, and the hunt for a 5 was on in 
Southampton. 


First stop was at a private address to 
examine a white 1974 model with 35,000 
miles recorded, priced at £1240. The car 
belonged to a Greek student who had to 
return home for military service. Tony was 
smitten at first glance, partly, he admitted, 
because the ‘go faster’ stripes on the car 
made it /ook special. He put down the 
damp interior to ‘condensation’... 


AA opinion 

The car had been repainted and, although 
clean, the finish lacked lustre and depth. 
Masking had been carelessly done, leav- 
ing over-spray in places. Mechanically, 
it seemed sound, apart from noisy 
tappets; but the footbrake had to be 
pushed a long way before anything 
happened. It also needed a major service, 
which would cost £50. 

Bernard Tasker’s real worry was the 
wet floor. But, if it was the windscreen 
that leaked, it could be easily mended. 
The owner maintained that he hadn’t 
noticed the water leak. The paintwork? 
‘Oh yes, it has just been repainted by my 
friend .. . because it was dirty.’ * 


A mile down the road was a Renault 
dealer, and Tony and the AA’s man 


popped in ‘on spec’. The only Renault 5 


ete 


a run-down caravan, and he tried hard. 


but at least h 
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ere was a ‘genuine’ car 


for sale was a 1977 model priced at £2045 
—too much for Tony. Tasker, however, 
spotted wing damage... and a wet floor. 


Next stop was an out-of-the-way dealer 
who had an N-registered—1975—car at 
£1295 with 56,000 miles clocked up. Tony 
noticed how the salesman stressed the 
car's recent MoT certificate . . . and 
couldn’t have missed the wet floor. 


AA opinion 
The dealer was a jovial lad, trading from 


The interior was very wet indeed, but the 
salesman tried to tell Tony that his 
cleaner must have been  ‘over- 
enthusiastic’. 

‘To our surprise,’ said Tony, ‘he let us 
road test the car without coming along 
for the ride, and, in fact, the road test 
didn’t show up anything apart from a 
slight steering pull and noisy brakes. A 
sunvisor was missing, and the driver’s 
seat was worn.’ 

Tasker reckoned £100 would cover a 
needed service and paintwork repairs; 


with nothing to hide. 


Tony thought about how his money 
should go, and plumped for the ‘genuine’ 
car. ‘Cure the faults and reduce the price 
to £1240, and Ill buy.’ 

When he collected the car it had a new 
MoT certificate, but none of the faults 
had been attended to. 

But how, with faulty brakes, a broken 
screenwash, only one headlamp working 
and no numberplate lights, did it ever pass 
the Ministry test? ROBERT OXFORD 


SECONDHAND REVIEW SPOT CHECKS: RENAULT 5 SERIES Se 


master fluid 


Bodywork Soundly constructed, 
with good anti-rust protection, 
but older models have several 
rust-prone areas: check inside 
tops of front wings, where screen 
pillars meet wings; look along 
edge of tailgate and on inside 
face of tailgate itself (especially 
L- and M-registered models); 
examine rear wings where they 
meet the lower sills ahead of rear 
wheels; behind and below wheel- 
spray areas; around door push 
buttons; and at hub-cap fixings. 
Early models had water leaks 
through window seals, running 
down doors and on to floor— 
check under floor covering for 
dampness and rust. Check opera- 
tion of door locks. 

Engine Tough, reliable unit, good 
for about 80,000 miles before 
major surgery—usually starting 
at valve gear—but it’s a simple 
motor to repair. Check all round 


for oil leaks, and look particu- 
larly for oil in the coolant expan- 
sion reservoir—sign of defective 
cylinder-head gasket. Silencer 
and downpipe under nearside 
front wing bombarded by road 
dirt from the front wheel—check 
for corrosion; also ensure that 
exhaust-manifold nuts have not 
worked loose. Carburettor on 
later models is sealed and ‘tam- 
perproof: flat-spots or adjust- 
ment merit professional help; 
complete servicing or replace- 
ment may be required. Alternator 
and water-pump drive-belts are 
fiddly to renew. Check that heater 
water valve moves freely—early 
versions corroded and seized. 

Transmission Damaged rubber 
gaiters can cause premature wear 
in otherwise-reliable driveshafts. 
Knocks or clicks on full lock or 
on/off accelerator action indicate 
worn units due for replacement. 


Clutch thrust race can become 
noisy and need renewing at 40,000 
miles or so, and the floor-mounted 
gear change (from August 1974 
on) may be sloppy from wear. 
Suspension/tyres Expect con- 
siderable body roll on_ brisk 
cornering, but it should be well 
controlled. Rear rattles could 
mean worn dampers: inspect the 
rubber mounts where the 
dampers attach to body; also 
examine for fluid leaks. Bounce- 
test the dampers at each corner 
of the body—car should settle 
after 14 bounces. Provided car is 
cornered with respect, tyres can 
last 40,000 miles. 

Brakes Examine front discs for 
score marks and, if possible, 
check pad thickness—they tend 


to wear quickly and squeal. 
Excessive pedal travel may 
indicate pad and lining wear, 


but can also be due to leaking 


cylinder—check 
level. Examine flexible hoses for 
wear or splits, but copper pipes 
should be sound. 

Steering Heavy steering and con- 
siderable cornering ‘fight’ at 
speed are normal; rubbery feel 
could be worn track-rod ends or 
incorrect steering geometry, also 
betrayed by uneven tyre wear. 
Free play at the steering wheel 
may be knuckle-joint wear. 
two-thirds of way down column. 
Rock-test the wheels for bearing 
slackness and examine the steer- 
ing-rack gaiters for any damage 
that will allow road-dirt and 
water to enter. 

Electrics Test front indicators, 
side and rear lamps: these are 
vulnerable to poor earth connec- 
tions.  Ignition-switch action 
should be smooth and free, but 
early switches tended to jam. 
BARRY FRANCIS 
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Underthe bonnet of the new Marinais areliable 1700cc overhead cam engine. Itwill 
take youand the family 30 miles onamere gallon of petrolin comfort. (The 1300version 
delivers even more.) : 

Butwhilstyoure clockingup the miles, youwontt be clockingup expensive repairand 
servicing bills.The new Marinas are economical and reliable. And the high level of trim across 
the range makes Marinas bettervaluethan ever. 

The seats, dash and controls have all beenre-designed. There are twin driving lamps and 
one-piece door glass foracleaner look The rear clusterincludes fog guard lamps. 


ALL PRICES ARE CORRECT AT TIME OF GOING TO PRESS AND INCLUDE FRONT SEAT BELTS,CARTAX AND VATAT 15%. DELIVERY AND NUMBER PLATES EXTRA. GOVERNMENT OFFICIAL FUEL CONSUMPTION TEST FIGURES FOR MARINA 1700 SALOON: SIMULATED URBAN CONDITIONS- 


Underthe bonnet of the new Marina is a powerful 1700cc overhead cam engine. Itwill 
takeyou from 0-60 mphina mere 12.2 seconds~a figure many more expensive cars would 
find hard to beat. 

A front end spoilerreduces drag and improves high speed stability. And powerassisted 
front disc brakes stop you fast. 

There are 1] Marinas-fromthe1300cc Marina. Twice the car for your money. 
2-doorat £3183,tothe 1700L Estate at £4291. So ifyouwanta Austin 
fast car oraneconomical car, test drive both...the new Marina. Morris 


“Motor November 1978 With Supercover. 


PG (7.1L/100KM), 75MPH (120KM/H) 28.9MPG (9.8L./100KM). FOR MARINA 1300SALOON: SIMULATED URBAN CONDITIONS 31.3MPG (9.0L/100KM), 56MPH (90KM/H) 40.6MPG (7.0L/100KM),75MPH (120KM/H)30.7MPG (9.2L/100KM). 
30.1MPG (9.4L/100KM), S6MPH (90KM/H) 39.9MPG (7.1L/100KM), 75) 20KM/H) 28.9) 
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RP RSTYN, a 36-year- 

a olPpnysiology lecturer at 
Southampton University, knows 
more about engines than most 
people, and he’s a fan of diesels. 
He loves their noise, their smell 
and their debatable character— 
as,do two members of the DRIVE 
car-test team. And, like them, he 
has just become the owner of a 
Volkswagen Golf LD—a car that 
has received rave reviews from the 
rest of the motoring press. 

Dr Burstyn had to wait several 
months for his Golf diesel, and 
then, despite demands for a red 
one, was offered a take-it-or- 
leave-it choice of white. ‘I 
grabbed it to beat the increase 
in VAT, he told us. 

‘In recent weeks, I’ve done hard- 
ly. any driving, partly because 
I have been running a diesel 
Land-Rover; it’s a pain to drive 
long distances, as it’s noisy and 
slow. But I'll be driving much 
more now that I have a faster, 
more-comfortable and certainly 
much quieter car. 

‘I never drive to work—I cycle 
—so most of my driving is 
medium- to long-distance. Unless 
it is bucketing with rain, I won't 
drive less than three miles. I agree 
that I don’t really do enough 
miles yet to justify the extra cost 
of a diesel engine; but what about 
tomorrow’s fuel prices? 

‘Three months ago, when the car 
was on order, my colleagues said 
that I was dotty and that it would 
take me 10 years to get my 
money back. But fuel costs are 
rocketing, and there’s so much 
more to come. At £1.30 a gallon, 
diesel makes sense even for the 
low-mileage driver. 

‘ve owned a diesel-engined 
vehicle for quite a long time (the 
diesel Land-Rover for nine years), 
and I like the no-maintenance 
bit. For its first year, the Golf 
will get a dealer service. After 
that, all it'll need are oil changes.’ 

Dr Burstyn paid Testwood of 


Shirley, Southampton, £3915 


Diesel Golf: 
ture tense ; 


‘What about tomorrow’s fuel prices?’ says 


Dr Peter Burstyn. Fortunately, he can face 
the future with confidence in his new 
diesel Volkswagen Golf LD—it has 
just joined DRIVE’s Long Term Test 
Club with a clean bill of health 
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for his VW Golf LD, including 
road tax and delivery charges. A 
sunroof added £148 to the list 
price, and halogen headlamps 
cost £14 for two home-fitted 
bulbs; but, with Volkswagen’s 
six-year rust warranty, he turned 
down a £60 underbody protection 
deal. He also replaced the VW’s 
slim Continental tyres with 
fatter 165-Series Michelins—an 
intriguing decision. 

‘The speedometer, I heard, is 
reading 5° high on these cars,” 
he explained, ‘and the tyre change 
will bring it back to precision. 
Also, after having had a Land- 
Rover, I tend to be a bit cavalier 
about off-road driving, and it’s 
too much to expect a careless 
driver like me to change his ways. 
The Michelins give me an extra 
_3in ground clearance.’ 

Dr Burstyn arrived at DRIVE 
‘with a smug smile on his face. 
After 400 miles, a brim-to-brim 
fuel tank check showed that he 
| was averaging 58.S5mpg. 

‘I buy all my fuel at a local 
lorry park, where it’s 8p a gallon 
less than anywhere else. So far, 
‘Pve only filled up once, and a 
}man ran out shouting: ‘Stop, 
pstop! It's—it’s = diesel!” The 
/ garage, by the way, had a sign 
saying: “Fuel Shortage. Maxi- 
mum 30 gallons."’ That sort of 
shortage I can live with... 

‘The only problem is that the 
|Golf isn’t enough like a diesel. 
HIt’s the low-speed torque that I 
miss after the Land-Rover.’ 


|AA engineer found only one 
serious fault—leaking fuel froma 
| porous, flexible pipe. The tank 
} needed draining to sort that one 
| out. Tyre pressures were set too 
high (at 30psi, instead of 24psi all 
round), and gave the car a hard 
| ride. The oil level needed topping 
-up, and underbody protection 
should not have been sprayed on 
to the exhaust pipe... 

_ Nevertheless, our engineer was 
impressed. He concluded: ‘The 
car—apart from the tyre pressures 
—had been correctly prepared 
before delivery. On the road, it is 
light and easy—a pleasure to drive.’ 


WHAT'S NEVV 


- Red alert 


AFTER WHAT is probably the most 
detailed field-study ever to be 
ndertaken in Europe into vehicle 
trosion and its prevention, 
ord is introducing new manu- 


_ At the first, delivery check, our 


Toyota Celica: 


past perfect 


Meanwhile, after a year of close scrutiny by our experts, 
the Club says farewell to a trouble-free Toyota 


4 [Sse HOLLOWAY, 40-year-old 
director of a company pro- 
ducing films for industry, is a 
motorist who enjoys a boring life 
when it comes to cars. Time after 
time, DRIVE’s engineers got to 
grips with his Toyota Celica 
XT2000, and John’s smile became 
broader as his belief in Japanese 
reliability was confirmed. 

John collected EGO 595T in 
August 1978, after a three-month 
wait for the colour of his choice 
—metallic black. His colour pre- 
judice cost him-an extra £250 
when a price rise pushed the 
Toyota to £5100, but the car still 
looked a bargain to him, with an 
automatic gearbox and _ air- 
conditioning to complement all 
the other ‘standard extras’ so 
often found on Japanese cars. 

At the post-delivery inspection, 
AA engineer Chris Warwick was 
almost as enthusiastic about the 
car as the proud new owner. 
‘Everything feels as though it is 
going to work,’ he said. ‘There is 
no rust anywhere, apart from a 
few speckles behind the bumpers 
and on their brackets. It’s cer- 
tainly the best of the long-term 
cars I’ve inspected so far.’ 

Warwick quickly attended to the 
driver’s inertia-reel seatbelt that 
didn’t lock up, and took a ‘wait 
and see’ attitude to the stiff tail- 
gate. He found a loose screw 
on the’ centre console, and was 
not all that impressed by the way 
the garage supplier in Tooting, 
south London, had fitted the 
mudflaps. He also pounced on an 
oil leak from the steering box. On 
the road, Warwick commented 
on the familiar vagueness around 
the straight-ahead _ position— 
normal for cars using a recir- 
culating-ball steering system. 

We started to worry about John 


facturing processes specifically 
designed to protect bodywork. 

To determine exactly how 
serious corrosion can be, a team 
of Ford inspectors, working in 13 
different countries, from the 
north of Scandinavia to the 
southern tip of Italy, examined 
nearly 4500 cars of all makes. 

Putting theory into practice, 
accelerated corrosion tests were 
carried out at a test facility built 
at the Ford proving ground near 
Lommel, in Belgium. 

As a result of this research 
programme, four new stages have 
been introduced into the 1980 
Ford paint and finishing system, 
to supplement the five used previ- 
ously. The nine stages are: 

1 Zinc phosphating—for a sound 


as business kept him _ pinned 
down, and a mileage of only 4032 
was clocked up, before our next 
inspection of the car. But there 
was no need for concern. Again, 
Warwick admitted: ‘Very few 
points worthy of comment, which 
is not surprising in view of the 
car’s condition on delivery.’ 

But Warwick was determined to 
find something. In the end, there 
were: indications of minor cool- 
ant loss from the base of the 
radiator; slight noise from the 
valve-operating mechanism; and, 
attempting to remove the front 
wheels to check the brake pads, 
he pronounced—almost triumph- 
antly—that the wheels were 
‘rusted’ on to the hubs. This last 
problem, Warwick thought, had 
occurred in transit from Japan. 

John Holloway was _ visibly 
relieved. ‘It is a bit boring, isn’t 
it, he gloated. ‘The seatbelt hasn’t 
given any trouble since you 
fixed it, but it took a fair time to 
run everything in, and the wheel- 
trims should be better designed— 
they protrude tin beyond the 
tyres, so I knock and bend them. 

‘Only worry has been warm-up: 
the temperature gauge climbs all 
the way up before dropping back 
to normal.’ 

Two months and 2400 miles later, 
John Holloway was still Britain’s 
happiest owner. AA_ engineer 
Bernard Tasker, standing in for 
Warwick, declared: ‘The Toyota 
is in excellent order and there 
are few criticisms I can make.’ 
He noted that the engine per- 
formed well and idled smoothly, 
but that the valve gear was still 
a little noisy. Ignition timing and 
dwell angle were spot-on. On the 
rust front, the bumpers were 
suffering—particularly that at the 
rear. The steering box was oil- 


paint bond to the metal bodywork 
2 NEW HIGH-PRESSURE FLUSHING 
—-to remove any phosphate resi- 
dues left in closed box sections 

3 Electrocoating—full submer- 
sion of positively charged body 
in negatively charged paint bath 

4 Primer—epoxy-resin spray 
coat, oven-dried 

5 NEW ANTI-STONE CHIP PVC 
UNDERCOAT—previously applied 
only to wheelarches. The new pro- 
cess extends under door sills and 
behind the rear wheels. It is hand- 
brushed out to the edges of the 
wheelarch, where the spray gun 
cannot reach 

6 Final finish—primed surface is 
given a light, abrasive rub and 
filled where necessary. After the 
colour coat has been baked on, it 


fouled, probably due to spillage. 

On the road, our man noticed 
slight steering bias to the left, 
and the now-familiar vagueness 
in the straight-ahead position. 
He also noted a judder when the 
brakes were used at speed. 

Our detective added: ‘The rear 
screen has been renewed. The 
installation is satisfactory, except 
for the lower-right section of the 
brightwork trim—untidily fitted.’ 

John confirmed: ‘I just closed 
the back door and the window 
fell in. The garage replaced it and 
I didn’t get a bill... It gave me 
quite a shock, and I just missed a 
downpour by the skin of my teeth.’ 

Tasker was puzzled by the ‘over- 
heating’ problem, saying: ‘It 
could be due to a “lazy” thermo- 
stat, but I wouldn’t expect it to 
be related to low ambient 
temperatures. I queried the anti- 
freeze strength, and, when 
checked, it was weak—18%— 
which could lead to coolant 
‘““mushing”’. If this happened 
when the thermostat opened, the 
passage would be restricted for a 
short time, resulting in over- 
heating. The antifreeze strength 
should be stepped up...” 

DRIVE tried to give John his 
money’s worth at the final check 
in May at 8557 miles, but it was 
all still almost too good to be 
true. Even the steering box was 
oil-free, ruling out the possibility 
of a slight leak there. When we 
put the vehicle on our rolling 
road to check the speedometer, 
we found that it was reading fast 
by almost 4%, but we've seen 
many worse than that. 

John told us that he had upped 
the antifreeze strength, but it had 
failed to cure the overheating 
problem. Tasker commented: 
‘Now that the weather has 
improved, he will have to wait 
until next winter to see how this 
develops. Nonetheless, he should 
ask the garage to fit a new 
thermostat at the next service.” 

John’s fuel consumption has 
been constantly around 2I1mpg 
the sign of a man ina hurry. 

He was still smiling as he sped 
Ofliaee ROBERT OXFORD 


is inspected for imperfections 
and retreated if necessary 

7 NEW CAVITY WAX INJECTION—— 
sprays a layer of water-repellant 
wax from special probes into all 
box sections and areas where 
moisture might be trapped. The 
holes in the sills are then sealed 

8 Rigid polyurethane foam 
injection—on certain models this 
is injected into the side pockets of 
the boot, where it expands and 
hardens as closed-cell foam 

9 NEW UNDERBODY WAX COATING 
—applied after the car has been 
fully assembled. This tough wax 
protects the mechanical compo- 
nents, as well as the body, from 
the effects of winter salt sprays. 
Sounds good .. . but not before 
time, Ford. BARRY FRANCIS 
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Views to air? Tell DRIVE 
about your motoring and 
what it means to you. 
You can send letters for 
publication — unstamped — 
via DRIVE Directory, FREE- 
POST, AA, Basingstoke, 
Hampshire RG21 2EA 


Waxing indignant 

In your article on the hidden 
costs of buying a new car (May- 
June), there is no mention of the 
amount a garage charges for pre- 
paring the vehicle for delivery. 
I have just purchased a Ford 
Fiesta 950L, and was surprised 
to find this item charged at £21.50 
on the sales invoice, as well as all 
the other extras. 

As this extra had not been men- 
tioned before, I queried it with 
the salesman, only to be told that 
it was quite normal. But it’s the 
first time that I’ve ever been 
asked to pay for the removal of 
factory-applied protective wax 
coating. 

Mrs Isobel Scott- Mills 
Shrewsbury, Salop 

We were surprised, too, Mrs Mills. 
Ford tells us that the charge is 
NOT normal. In fact, in a letter 
from Ford last September, dealers 
were told in no uncertain terms 


that the cost of de-waxing, cleaning 
and preparing vehicles, together 
with the cost of the work listed in 
the pre-delivery inspection schedule, 
is incorporated in the profit on 
each vehicle. No charge for this 
work should be made to customers, 
and we suggest that sufferers 
address complaints to the dealer 
concerned, with a copy of their 
letter to the car-sales director at 
Ford.—Editor 


No accounting 
In these frustrating times of fuel 
shortages, surely we should all 


| pull together—even if it means | 


making-do with less for the 
common good? And that means 
making-do equally. 

Recently, I waited patiently at 
the pumps while a garage atten- 
dant dispensed just over 9+gal 
into the car ahead of me—until 
the tank overflowed, in fact. 
Being practically empty, I asked 
for 4gal (barely half a tankful), 
only to be told: ‘Sorry, there’s a 
£2 limit. When I pointed in 
amazement to the car in front, 
I was told that its driver was an 
account customer, and that was 
all right. 

Are we all in the energy crisis 
together, or not? Maybe we need 
some kind of official policy— 
without rationing—to ensure that 


REMEMBER WHEN 
PROMENADE DES ANGLAIS 
HAD EVERYTHING EXCEPT 
A NEW LUXURY HOTEL? 


Now this world-famous boulevard has the lively 
new Hyatt Regency Nice. A sybarite’s hotel, with its 


face turned to the sea, its roof-top pool warmed 
by the southern sun, and its private terraces 


caressed by Mediterranean 


breezes. With 355 rooms, 


gourmet restaurant, Sauna 


and massage, and most 


convenient indoor parking. 


Definitely Nice’s nicest 
and newest! 


HYAT T REGENCY NICE 


223 Promenade des Anglais 
Telephone: (93) 83.91.51 


THERE'S 
HYATT 


06000 Nice, France 
Telex: 461635 


PREMIERE SEASON 


In the United Kingdom: (01) 242-9964 
gets you Hyatt world-wide and toll-free. 


60 


we do all work together to get 
this country through. 


J D Gilchrist 

Tadley, Hants 

Tax deductible 

Your lowdown on the hidden 
costs of car-buying needed 


pointing out, but may I disagree 
on one point? Road tax is so vari- 
able in amount that I should 
prefer to regard it, like insurance, 
as compulsory but the respon- 
sibility of the owner, rather than 
an ‘obligatory extra’ on the 
price of a new car. 

What would Satra Motors do, 
for example, if a disabled person 
bought one of its Ladas? The 
disabled are exempted from pay- 
ing the £50 annual tax, yet it is 
included in the all-in price of this 
particular car. 

Dr Keith E Jolles 

Birmingham 

According to Satra Motors, its 
dealership would subtract the cost 
of the road tax in such a case.— 
Editor 


Snap judgement 

Why didn’t you take your camera 
along to the nearest traffic lights 
or busy road junction? You would 
have found male-driver aggres- 
sors ready-made, without having 
to pay a woman model to feign 


MOTORCYCLE TESTS 

P continued from page 15 

rear brake through the foot lever. 
Braking power is balanced by the 
simple method of equipping the 
rear wheel with a smaller disc 
that allows only 25% braking 
power to reach the wheel. 

The right-side front brake is 
something of an auxiliary unit, 
best kept for ultra-low-speed 
manoeuvring and _ ultra-high- 
speed emergencies. At all other 
times, the foot-operated system 
gives exemplary braking under 
all conditions, stopping the G5 
with straight-line stability, unlike 
the independent systems of rival 
makers. No anti-wheel-lock 
system is incorporated, but, even 
in wet weather, only a_hare- 
brained rider or a brave tester 
could cause the rear wheel to lock. 
Both frame and_ suspension 
behave impeccably, too, whether 
on country lanes, cobbled back- 
streets or the fastest closed- 
circuit test track. The result is a 
motorcycle that riders learn to 
trust implicitly—and that is rare 
in the two-wheeled world. DRIVE’s 
test G5 cornered in perfect safety 
on an imperfect track, at speeds 
so high that its footrests grounded 
hard. If its angle of cornering 
were not thus limited, speeds 
could have been ever higher. (We 
do not advise riders to try this 
on public roads; it is simply an 
indication of the machine’s safety.) 
Comfort could not be better, 


anger on your May-June cover. 
The ratio of angry men to angry 
women must be in the order of 
9-1. So you should have at least 
published on the centre pages a 
photograph of a male with bulging 
eyes, veined forehead, suffused 
features, gnashing teeth, etc. That 
sight would surely have made 
your cameraman duck behind the 
nearest No Waiting sign! 
Mrs Lambert 
Branston 
Burton upon Trent, Staffs 


Japanese collections 

One Datsun dealer quoted me a 
delivery charge of £80, and £12 
for numberplates. Thinking that 
this was a bit much, I contacted 
another Datsun dealer, 15 miles 
away. His quote: £55 for delivery, 
£7.50 for the plates. It pays to 
shop around. 

E H Siderfin 

Cricklade 

Swindon, Wilts 


University challenge 

I was staggered that you thought 
anyone who bettered a score of 
42 in your Highway Code quiz 
(DRIVE May-June) could con- 
sider themselves to be in the 
‘driving examiner’ class. My wife 
and I scored 57 out of the 
possible 60, and I thought it was 


either. The dual seat is long 
enough for the largest rider and 
passenger, wide enough for the 
most ample derriere, firm enough 
for the heaviest human, and 
offers scope for a shift of riding 
position on long runs. With foot- 
rests and handlebars that are 
carefully arranged, a clutch that’s 
light to operate and a gear change 
that’s slick and positive, rider 
and machine can achieve near- 
perfect correlation. As one of the 
testers said: ‘It’s as though the 
G5 had been designed and built 
by experienced motorcyclists — 
not as obvious as it sounds, sadly. 

Not quite everything reaches 
perfection. The headlamp’s beam 
is dim and narrow, and the 
numerous ‘idiot’ warning lamps 
on the instrument panel are 
unreadable during daylight hours. 
Switchgear does not appear to be 
robustly constructed, but it func- 
tions well and has been in pro- 
duction for many years with no 
signs of major defect. 


For the experienced motorcyclist 
who wants practicality in all 
things, fine DIY characteristics, 
unparalled safety and scintillating 
performance (albeit without the 
silky sophistication of the Japan- 
ese), the G5 is just the ticket to 
ride. But owners must be prepared 
to modify any of the several minor 
inconveniences mentioned to make 
this Moto Guzzi a totally satisfy- 
ing cruiser. DAVE MINTON 


Magnificent Boy 


STYLISH MULTI-PURPOSE FLUORESCENT 
FLOODLIGHT & TORCH 
The complete portable light for all occasions & emergencies 


The plain old-fashioned torch has been upstaged by 
THE MAGNIFICENT BOY LANTERN with ingenious 
improvements on basic design that ensure it does just 
the job that is needed. 


Apart from an extra strong beam torch, the six 
“U2" batteries light up a 9” fluorescent tube that can 
illuminate the darkest corners of a loft or cellar and can 
be invaluable during power cuts for emergency lighting. 


THE MAGNIFICENT BOY FLUORESCENT LANTERN 
will also work from the cigar lighter 
of most cars, by-passing the batteries. 


Free! 


ion lead 

_ Extension 
2 fn plug for 
Cigar lighter 


This multi-purpose torch has an adjustable carrying 
strap, a wide angle fluorescent floodlight and a beam 
that can be useful on dark country drives. Indispensable 
for your caravanning and camping trip and a must 
for many other activities. 


Recommended 
Retail Price 


] 
(Inc. V.A.T.) 


A-must for:- 
* Home and motorist 
* Office and factory 
* Caravanner and camper 

* Yachtsman and fisherman 


MAGNIFICENT BOY is new to the U.K. and may not yet be available at your 
nearest accessories stockist but is immediately available (post free) ex-stock 
from the sole U.K. Agents and Importers: 


SPANMEAD LTD., 


LENNIG HOUSE, MASONS AVENUE, CROYDON, 
SURREY, CR9 3LL (Tel: 01 681 7530) 


Trade Enquiries Welcome 


Supa-Cover 
is the big 


CE 


3.5m x 2.4m (11'4%"' x 7'10%" 
approx.) heavy duty ® >> 
polythene cover for holidays, trips @g==—————_— 
or travel anywhere. Attachable 
self-adhesive eyelet tags for rope tying 
make it ideal protection for roof rack cover, trailer 
cover, boat cover, ground sheet plus many other uses. 
Tough, versatile and bright orange colour for safety. 
And the price makes it one of the best bargains around. o, 


Unique self-adhesive tags — 


position where YOU want "~ 


‘a @ 


Available from Halfords, oe 

Leading motor ee. 
shops & camping 

& leisure outfits ¢. 

or direct from g, 

Supa-Cover 


TRAILER COVER 
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Our Mole has an enormous 
appetite for work. 

Its powerful jaws can 
get to grips with all kinds 
of things, even in the most 
awkward places. And 
with its unique self- 

_locking head you'll 
find youre left with 
both hands free to get 

on with thejob. 


Make sure vou've always 


You'll 


gota multi-purpose mole 

grip wrench in your tool 

kit. We bet you'll become 
firm friends for life. 


find Mole 


residing in all good 
hardware and DIY 
stores. 
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bad getting one question wrong. 
We are both under 25, which 
means that we must pay over the 


nothing mechanically wrong, I 
swopped the 2mm tyre with the 
new spare, and immediately the 


in my experience, have better 
seat design. 
A F Smallbone 


warranty details that you mention. 
Since | January, the Fiat Master- 
cover warranty scheme gives 24 


odds for motor insurance. Yet | problem ceased. I concluded that | London NW11 months’ cover in two stages: 12 
you report that more than half of | deterioration through age was months/unlimited mileage, fol- 
all motorists recently tested on | the cause, and promptly pen- Testing... lowed by 12 months’ cover for 


the ccde were ignorant of 
speed limits. Perhaps we young- 


sioned off both old originals. 
P J Cannell 


In your otherwise excellent report 
on the Volkswagen Scirocco 


‘major units’, with a 24,000-mile 
limit. The 24-month anti-corro- 


sters aren’t quite as dangerous | Letchworth (DRIVE, May-June), you refer to | sion warranty remains unaltered. 
as people think. Herts VW’s excellent underbody cor- | Michael Thorold-Palmer 

Tony Pitt See Tyres Special, page 43. rosion protection. It is worth | Public Relations, Fiat UK 

St John’s College pointing out that a whole host of | Brentford 

Cambridge All shapes new anti-corrosion measures have ; 

‘ You pinpoint a few home-truths | been incorporated into produc- Opel fruits 

Treading wary in your article on car seats (May-— | tion since the date of your test, | In reply to Marcus Jacobson’s 
In the May-June issue, you | June). Certainly, the driver’s seat | and that all new VWs and Audis | item on diesel cars (May-June), 


comment to one of your corres- 
pondents that a nine-year-old tyre 
is likely to have deteriorated from 
age, if not wear. Your readers 
may be interested to know of a 
perfect example of this on my 
1970 Ford Escort estate, fitted 
with Michelin X tyres and with 
just over 80,000 miles on the 
speedometer. 

Until recently, the two rear tyres, 


in my Morris Marina is in- 
adequate in almost every way— 
too soft, too short in the squab, 
too low down. 

When [ acquired the car, I com- 
plained and was assured that the 
dealer’s workshop could alter it. 
They tried, and failed to make 
any improvement. When I tele- 
phoned BL, I was told that the 
company received very few com- 


sold in Europe since 7 March 
have been covered by a six-year 
anti-corrosion warranty. 

This goes far beyond the war- 
ranty offered by any other manu- 
facturer, and is not dependent on 
additional expensive re-treatment 
during the six-year period. 
Owners are, however, expected to 
have their cars inspected at two- 
and four-year intervals. 


I purchased an Opel Rekord 
diesel in April 1976, and, to date, 
the vehicle has covered 50,000 
miles. Maintenance costs have 
been minimal, since nothing has 
been needed other than routine 
servicing. Overall mpg is 43.5. 

Tests carried out with this 
vehicle on the motorway show 
that, at a steady 7Omph, it 
returns 36mpg, while at 56mph, 


which had 2mm and 2+mm of | plaints on seating. As a commer- | A D Hill it returns 46mpg. Its only dis- 
tread remaining, were part of the ; cial organisation, it went on, it | PR manager advantage is that you cannot 
set of five fitted when the car was | was interested in expending time, | VW-Audi make a ‘racing’ start, though 
new. For the last two or three | research and money only on the | Milton Keynes this could be why the tyres have 


months, a slight rear-end hori- | issues that have prompted large : lasted so well! 
zontal oscillation has been | postbags. ... testing I am satisfied with the car’s 
noticeable, particularly at low | It may well be that people who | I was delighted to read yourkind | performance in every respect. It 


speed and even more so when 
the car was loaded in the back. 
After checking and finding 


complain about these things do 
not bother to buy BL cars, pre- 
ferring Continental makes which, 


comments on the Fiat X1/9 1500 
in the July-August issue, but must 
take you gently to task over the 


is a pleasure to drive. 
F Hague 


| Hull, N Humberside 


CHASES WATER OFF MILD STEEL PLATE. EWM I SECCL 


DO-IT-YOURSELF 
RUST PROOFING 


CONDITION 


ENTIRELY 


FENG 


a ha 

RUST GNAWS UPWARDS to metal surfaces, Pasta dedicated polishing. Factory- NEW cars hide 
rust pinpoints within faulty seams, spot-welded joints. Assembly line rivets, bolts, crack paint on 
prefab panels. Rust air damp creeps through thinnest gaps. Grows, spreads, penetrates. Gnaws metal 
Brush-on rust killers can’t restore surface bubbles damage. Every inch of surface rust scraped and 
painted over still leaves devilish rust on the UNDER side. Hidden! And deep in-below corrosion 
weakens suspension, load-bearing members, brake cables, sills, box sections. The very vital spots that 
Waxoyl rustproofs for evermore! Lowers depreciation by at least £150 p.a. 


Most up to date rust inhibitor known to science? 


Waxoyl’s rust inhibitor sets it apart from all rival into every minute pore within entire vehicle surface. 
EASY! QUICK! AND WHOLE systems. Believed to be the most up to date Replaces air moisture stops and KILLS iron oxide 
CLEAN! S DAMiar ut (according to world users) because Waxoyl rusting. Tadpole ‘heads’ seal off metal with : 
€ pe BOOT polarises on to the metal, prevents electrolysis, continuous water-repellent skin. RUSTFREE : 
NO NEED TO CRAWL halts corrosion. Prevents reactivation! Never CAR ‘sleeps out’ immune to winter rust havoc; 
UNDER CAR (in most exhausts itself with time, like chemically — vicious road salt, rain, mud, slush. Deep within 
cases). Finnigan's Appli- activetypes used by many rival rustproofers. metal pores. Waxoyl NEVER STOPS WORKING! 


cator forces airless spray 
into entire car underbody. 
HEAVY COATING. One gallon 


TRADE HOUSES CHARGE UP TO £80 for 
rustproofing, mostly for labour. DO-IT-YOUR- 
SELF with Soanoul at only ONE TENTH of cost. 


WAXOYL KILLS rust outright, doesn’t just slow 
it down. Send now. Per return despatch with 
easy, illustrated instructions. 


ARCHES ; 
Sqivalent-te SEHR TY: aetosols os Tee Ne Ad cotton On racttiore’ KILLS SUMMER DAMP HAZARDS on wet, 
BCP XRT OF Best DOORS LOAD RAKE CABLES materials. Needs no further attention apart from __ sticky days. Protects raw metal edges within sills, 
: z BOX MEMBERS FUELPIPES 30sec. wheel arch Autumn check. box: sections, door panels as_ trapped 
AA inspection SECTIONS Waxoyl micro rust inhibitor molecules resemble CONdensation drips into pools of moisture, even in 
indicates no tadpoles! ‘Tails’ penetrate oil, grease, mud with garaged car. FORGET CORROSION! 


rust on visible 


magnetic speed attracted to metal like dust to LP 


@ Barclay/Trust card payments accepted (Please 


EASILY RUSTPROOF CAR IN ¥2 A DAY! 


LIVENS-UP OLDER CARS. Revives ‘tired’ electrical MIN. PREPARATION. NO SKILL. NO SPECIAL 
insulation. Dispels water in plugs distributor. Instant EQUIPMENT. Thin dust layers act as ‘binding’ agent. 4.30 Mon.-Fri. MINI & 1100 SIZES. 5 litres (1.1 gal.) 
wet weather starting. One coating outlasts engine. Wax FINNIGAN’S APPLICATOR rustproofs wheel-arch in £5.95 + £1.50 carr. LARGE SALOONS: 10 litres (2.2 
content lubricates. Saves repairs. Restores trade-in only 30 SECS! Forceful airless spray up to 4ft long. gal.) £10.95 + £1.50 20 litres (4.4 gal.) DRUM 
value. Eases door closure, smooths window 100% EFFECTIVE SWIRLING ACTION and shaped £T9. 50 + £1.50. Finnigan’s A plicator 
” meee mechanism. Silences road noise, hidden squeaks and nozzle, sprays right into small screw holes. No drilling, £2.08 + 34p p/p. TRIAL OFFER: 500 ml 


WAXOYL treated 
areas. 


NORTH 
as LAING 


OIL ¥ off-shore’s 
re largest Rig 


records. With deadly efficiency molecules sink deep quote No.) Use 24 hr phone ordering service. 


ORDER DIRECT. Personal callers welcome 9 till | 


WAXOYL on rattles. Use coupon now. No mess. No Waste. a pt.) TIN for your hing ae oil can test TRIAL 
ehind chrome strips (or brush on door 
semen WHY BIS WORLD UCERS TRUST WAXOYL RUSTPROOAING. ie, ir broke Tages, et) Watcn EZ, 


equipment 


One of world’s biggest 
OIL COMPANIES says: 
“Of all rustproofers 


Waxoyl chase water off a simple metal 


WAXOYL DOES AS IT SAYS. Kills rust. Users report: strip. Quite amazing! Send £1.08 add 62p p/p. 


SWISS GOVT. LAB TESTS: ‘Rust stopping 
qualities very good’. CITROEN CAR CLUB: ‘Fantastic 
stuff’. BRITISH STEEL CRP’N: ‘Most satisfactory’. 


since ‘new; extremely satisfied’. 


NEVER COMPACTS WITH AGE waxoy! 


flexes with vibration, outlasts conventional underbody 


Tyo FINI FINNIGAN’S LTD (D.R.W.) Eltringham Works, 
PRUDHOE, Northumberland. Ph. 0661 32411 


: | 
WI T Sows seals that as you've probably observed, often oxidise: ; 

tested, ONLY WAXOYL euetbcdons Ne Setter ite: aye een crack, flake off Ses rated to air moisture rusting. Rush my order as shown (please tick) I 
MARINE, PORTSMOUTH: ‘Waxoyl protection Waxoy! actually benefits existing body seals, prolongs | [) Siitres Chq/PO/MO/cashé... | 

excellent on marine diesel oil tanks’. (Tank bases _|ife. Makes and keeps them soft and supple. As further | 10 litres { 

WAXOYL otherwise impossible to rustproof, standing on DOnus, Waxoy! re-seals broken areas. Kills invading rust | O)20 litres Name ............. : esi 

: supports). MOTOR MAGAZINE: ‘Remains active SP0res. Holds top book price value! p> Apples Block Capa 

for brine indefinitely’. CHRYSLER CENTRE, BASEL: WAXOYL is clean, exceptionally easy and quick to | Gane Andress! aunt ere: | 
circulation - ‘Application so clean. Entirely satisfied’. ROVER apply. Order now, deal direct with an old established | Offer | 


SPORTS REG. MEMBER: ‘197,000 miles. No sign of 


manufacturing concern, with world wide reputation for 
LEICESTER: ‘On ‘72 Beetle, 


honesty and fair dealing. Order with every confidence. 


pipes 


Waxoyl penetration’. eee Regd Office 354 180 (London) tae} 
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| Alcocheck.One breath could 


Save your driving licence, for only £29.95 


We all know the dangers of drinking and driving, and that however careful we 
are it is still illegal to drive with excess alcohol in the bloodstream. And breaking the 


law could mean losing your licence. 


On the other hand, we still want to lead a normal social life — the odd drink at 
lunchtime, a little wine with a meal or a drink after work. But because alcohol affects 
different people i in different ways depending on age, weight, sex, eating habits—even 

the time of day—it is impossible to say accurately what your ‘limit’ is. You need a way 
of telling instantly if you are over the limit instead of waiting for a policeman to tell 
you. And remember, every day over 400 people are breathalysed. 

A speedometer tells you your speed and helps you to keep within the 

-speed limit. Alcocheck, the revolutionary personal breath-tester tells you 


‘with total accuracy whether or not you are over the limit. 


How much is your driving licence worth? 

Alcocheck is a precision-made, totally accurate 
personal breath-tester retailing in major stores 
for over £40. Asset are offering it to you as a mail 
order exclusive for only £29.95 (+ p &p). That's not 
alot to pay when you consider what losing your 
licence could cost you. 

Alcocheck comes with a FREE carry case 
worth £1.50, asupply of ten re-usable plastic mouth- 
pieces and an operating manual with complete 
easy-to-follow instructions. 

Manufactured in Sweden. 

Alcocheck is made in Sweden, the country 
with the most stringent drink-driving laws in Europe. 
It was designed in collaboration with scientists 
from the Department of Applied Electronics at 

‘the University of Lundin Sweden and 

‘independently tested and assessed as being 
entirely reliable by experts in Sweden, Germany, 

France and the UK. 

Space Age Technology. 

The space programme has made possible the 

| rapid development of solid state technology and 

| miniaturisation so that today you can carry in your 

‘pocket a piece of equipment as complex and precise 

as Alcocheck. 

It works on the scientific principle that alcohol 
concentration in the breath is directly proportional to 
the blood-alcohol level. This is measured by changes 
in the conductance of a semi-conductor detector 

‘in proportion to the amount of alcohol falling on the 
surface. The circuitry incorporates a solid state 
TGS sensor which undergoes this change in 
‘electrical resistance when exposed to gases, such as 
alcohol, in breath. This change is converted into DC 
vand eee by the ‘traffic lights’ on the instrument 
‘pane 
| : In fact the system used in Alcocheck is so 
accurate that the days of the ‘tube and balloon’ 
breathalyser may soon be over. The need for instant 
and very accurate measurement means that thereis 
‘amovement away from traditional methods to the 
[instant read-out systems like Alchocheck. 
| And whatever systems are adopted in the future 
| you can be sure that Alcocheck will always tell you 
| when you are over the limit, and enable you to save 
your licence, staying within the law and not driving. 
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Dimensions: 147 x 65 x 36mm : 
Power: Uses L.5v batteries, easily available. 
Batteries not included. 


(p&p). 


So accurate, yet so simple to use. 

Alcocheck is light and compact. It fits easily into your pocket or in the glove 
compartment of your car, andit’s so accurate. Battery-powered, it’s easy to use, and 
easy to read. You read it like a set of traffic lights. Red for don’t drive, amber for warning 
and green for ‘go’ Switch on and when ready two green lights show. Take a deep 
breath and blow steadily for 4-6 seconds into the Alcocheck. 

A RED LIGHT means DO NOT DRIVE under any circumstances. You will be 
breaking the law, i.e. you have more than 80mg/100ml of alcohol in your blood. 

AYELLOW LIGHT means do not drive, but retest at 15 minute intervals until 
the mee light shows. You have 40-80mg/100ml. 

A GREEN LIGHT means you can drive but be careful. You have less than 
40mg/100ml in your blood. Alcocheck also incorporates a FAIL SAFE device 
that indicates when batteries need replacing. 
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It could save your life. 

So if you want to be sure youre not breaking the 
law, use Alcocheck.. . and don’t drive when it shows 
red or amber. It may be inconvenient to leave your car 
for a few hours, but it’s a lot less inconvenient than 
leaving it for a year or more. And think of the cost of 
increased insurance premiums, or even losing your 
livelihood if you depend on a car in your work. 

And remember, regardless of the legal limits, all 
alcohol increases the possibility of accidents. Also 
remember that a person’s blood/alcohol level may 
continue to rise for some time after the last drink is 
taken, and repeat testing may be advisable. As the law 
stands, driving with 80mg/100ml of alcohol in your 
bloodstream is illegal and statistics have shown that 
at that level you are four times as likely to have an 
accident. Alcocheck can save your life or the lives 
of others. It can also save your licence. 

Send for your Alcocheck today, it could save your 
life and your licence. Just fillin the coupon and send it 
to Asset. Allow 21-28 days for delivery. 


GUARANTEE 
If you do not agree that this is a full and fair description of the 
product, or if you have any cause for dissatisfacton within 


twelve months of purchase, you should return the merchandise 
and we will refund the purchase price in full. 


Oo Pe Card holders may telephone orders to 0532 38031 
or 0532 38032 quoting their Credit Card number. 
EP may also be made outside business hours to 0532 38031. 


SS IC Life House, 

Bond Court, Leeds LSISTE 

To: Asset, Scottish Life House, Bond Court, Leeds LS1 5TE. 3 
Please send me Alcocheck(s) at £30.90 (inclusive 
A 


| of 95p for post and packing) each. 
lenclose my cheque/postal order for £ 
| Make cheques payable to Asset or debit 
| my Barclaycard/Trustcard: Access: Diners Club fanteen 45) 
VISA 

Number _ PvE” — 
| Signature ne 
Dm 


»y Name : 
a, re (BLOCK LETTERS) 
ee <i 


Address 


| DR/09/79 | 
| Asset, Registered Office, Scottish Life House, Bond Court, Leeds LS1 STE 
Registered No. 2330752, England 
Allow 21-28 days for delivery. Delivery subject to availability. UK Mainland ony | 
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USED-CAR PRICE GUIDE 


Small 
pleasures 


IT IS FAIRLY obvious that a small 
car costs less to buy and run than 
a larger one, but some folk still 
buy fuel-guzzlers, believing the 
extra costs to be more than offset 
by the extra smoothness of a big 
engine and the comfort of big, 
armchair seats . . . not to mention 
the status-symbol value. 

What would it really ‘cost’ them 
to think small? 

Take a look at the traditional 
American car, with a bonnet as 
suitable for staging a boxing 
match as for keeping rain off the 
V8 lump underneath. The boot is 
sized to match. In fact, the whole 
car may easily be 20ft long. But 
lift the lid and see how shallow 
the boot can be. . . and, inside, 
how passengers have so little 
legroom. Why, there’s more space 
in a modern European car like an 
Austin Allegro. 

Economies in space, like mount- 
ing the engine transversely to 
reduce the bonnet size, save 
weight as well as securing cheaper 
Channel crossings. Passengers 
benefit from not having to cope 
with a big transmission tunnel; 
and, with no differential at the 
back, the boot can be deeper. 

DRIVE testers learned long ago 
not to judge how many chocolates 
are inside by measuring the out- 
side of the box. Mostly, the 
public still has not caught on. 

The tape measure cannot be 
wrong, and it is always instructive 
to learn how interior inches are 
won—and lost. 

And anyway, a big seat can be 
less comfortable than a well- 
shaped small one, and will always 
take up space. But still motorists 
‘pay in space’ to buy a top-of- 
the-range car—a Volkswagen 
Golf GLS, for example, simply 
because its fat seats look better 
than those in the LS version. 

Refinement? No doubt a Jaguar 
owner does arrive at his destina- 
tion less fatigued than a Ford 
Fiesta man; but the comfort-gap 
is narrowing. Costwise, the gup is 
widening all the time. 

Meanwhile, check-out deprecia- 
tion figures with the help of our 
price-listing of 100 of today’s 
most popular secondhand cars. 
Specifications are compiled from 
AA roadtest reports, 
the reference numbers 
and dates of which are 
given. BOB OXFORD 


MAKE AND MODEL 


Alfa Romeo Alfasud 1.3ti 


Road 
Test 
Report No 


D5/78 


engine cc 
mean top 

acceleration 
O-60 in sec 


12:5 


overall mpg 


insurance 


MODEL YEAR 


Average secondhand price guide 


Audi 80L 


389 


14.2 


100LS 


314/R1 139 


Austin Morris Mini 850 


340 


Mini Clubman saloon 


410 


Allegro 1300 Mk2 4-door 


377 


Allegro 1500 estate 


Rl127M 


Maxi 1750 Mk2___ 


263 


Princess 1800HL 


397 


Princess 2200HL 


RI 129N 


Marina Mk1 1800 4dr 


295 


12.8 


MG Midget Mk3 


205 


14.8 


2480 


2130 


2525 


2130 


2235 


1905* 


1140 


950 


2775 | 2410 | 2070 


MGB Mk3 


243 


BMW 520 i 


327 


11.8 


3690 | 3345 | 2850 


1745 | 1465* 


1040 


880 


2405 2030 


9.7 


Citroen 2CV6 


RL 118 


Dyane 6 


366 


295 


37.2 


5695 


4605 | 3715 


1775 _ | 1465 | 1235 


1040 880 


1415 


1900 | 1545 | 1290 


1080 | 905 


1190* 


GS Club 


384 


CX2000 


416 


CHRYSLER Sunbeam 1.6S 


D6/78 


Avenger 1.3 2-door 


337 


Avenger 1.6GLS auto 


339 


Alpine S 


381 


2575 | 2200 | 2005+ 


1490 | 1215 


4755 | 3815 | 3120 


2550 | 2180 


3280 | 2910 


2445 


1290 | 


1645 


3120 
3230 


Hunter GL 4-door 


234 


1485 


Colt Lancer 1400GL 4-door _ 


371 


1515* 


Datsun Cherry 100A 4-door _ 


284 


1345 


120Y coupé 


336 


Violet 140J 


Rl 132M 


Bluebird 180B 


316 


Fiat 126 


334/RI 138 


62 


127 3-door Special 


RI 137M 


82 


1505. 


1485 


850 


1185* 


128 4-door 


320 


86 


1210 


131 1600S 


369 


94 


132 1800GLS 


360 


102 


Ford Fiesta 1O00HC 


417 


1645 


1625 


83 


Escort 1100 Popular 


RI 136M 


77 


1305 


Escort 1300XL 4-door 


292 


1740 | 


Cortina Mk3 1600XL 4-door 


323 


| 1665 


Cortina 2000E estate 


347/RI 116 


Cortina Mk4 1600 


404 


2740 


212 


= Vf IME: 


Capri Mk2 1600GT _ 


342 


Capri 3000 Ghia auto 


RI114_ 


3625* 


2200 | 1895 


5100* 


2545 


Granada 3000GXL auto 


282 


6885* 


| 2355 | 1810 


Honda Civic 1200 3-door 


362 


2570 | 2255 


1390 | 1170 


Accord auto 


420 


Jag/Ro/Tri Jaguar XJ6 4.2 


227 


10/70 


Jaguar XJ12 (L) auto 


__305 


4/73. 


3460 
| 9555 


4705 | 3640« 


9905 


6810+ 


Rover 2200SC 


324 


11/73 


— _| 3515 | 2875 


Rover 3500 auto 


330 


2/74 


Rover 3500SDI manl 


428 


10/77 


Range Rover 


252 


7/71 


101 


Triumph Toledo 4-door (Dolomite) 345/RI 150 


1977 


83 


3395 


[6015 | 5100 


4410 


10125} 8640 


7550 | 6340 | 5275 


4410 


1440 | 1230 


1050 


Triumph Dolomite 1850 


288 


9/72 


100 


Triumph 2000 Mk2 


219 


6/70 


95 


Triumph 2500TC 


RI112 


1974 


Triumph Spitfire 1500 


376 


2/76 


101 


1935 | 1610 


1340 


97 


Triumph Stag 


273 


118 


Triumph TR7 


401 


108 


Lada 1200 


355 


Lancia Beta 2000 


Ri171 


at 
ws 


107 


Mazda 1000 2-door 


343 


78 


1300 hatchback 


424/D4/78 


89 


Mercedes 280E auto 


D/79 


Opel Kadett S estate 3-door 


338 


Ascona 1.9SR 


302 


Rekord 4-door 


Peugeot 104 4-door 


304 


504GL 


504 estate 


Reliant Robin 


120 6-0 4 = 
| 173 | 365 | 3 [2390 
| 167 | 355 | 3 f — 


2270* 


1895 | 1580 


3145 


2600 | 2155 | 1785 


Scimitar GTE 


Renault 4TL 


3790 


3145 | 2625 | 2180 


980 
1315 | 1100 | 


1835 


5TL 


5TS 


6TL (1100) 


12L 


133 


14TL 


15GTL 


16TL 


Rolls-Royce Silver Shadow 


8 2 
rae Tee 
8G 
45 


8 
8: 
8 
i) 
a5 1,931: 454 
6750 | 115 | 100 | 


Saab 99GLE auto 


Simca 1100GLS 5-door 


Skoda S110LS 4-door 


120LS Estelle 


Toyota Corolla 30 


Corona 2000 Mk2 2-door 


1985 
1985 | 100 
| 1107 [| 86] 18.0 | 
| 1174 | 86 | 


Celica 200OST coupé 


Vauxhall Chevette L 3-door 


Viva HC SL 4-door 


Cavalier 1600L 


Victor 1800 4-door 


Victor 2300SL estate 


VW Polo L 


Golf 1100 5-door 


1200 Beetle 


Scirocco TS 


Volvo 343DL 


245DL estate 


264DL 


37.25 
34.0 


<a 
pL 
o 
o 


2325 985 
2315. | 1975 


2575 
3070 
2900 
33960 


2195 
2625 
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*revised specification or designation 


You 
life 


AA Pacesetter gives excellent life 
protection for the family man or woman, for 
as little as £2 a month. A sensible inflation 
guard helps to maintain cover and premiums 
qualify for tax relief.-In fact you get high 
cover at minimum cost. For example. . . 


A man aged 30 can obtain life cover of 
£15,637 by paying just £2 a month. 


Your fi 
pension 


AA Retirement Supersaver is planned ; 
specially for the self-employed and everyone © 
in non-pensionable jobs. It gives maximu! 
tax-free income on retirement — at age 60 
to 15 > — and your contributions 


A man ogc 2c n 


(£14.00 baits ta alle. 
Sota 2 


and 
our free 
etails 


Hampshire RG21 1BL. 


Please send me folders on the AA 
Insurance schemes | have ticked: 


Snip off this 
coupon and post 
it in an unstamped 
envelope addressed to: 


[_] Pacesetter 
[_] Ten-Year Supersaver 
[_] Retirement Supersaver 


Name 
Address 


Date of birth 


Occupation 


Insurance 
Services 


Likely monthly investment 
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Untouched by | 
human hand: 


Fiat’s eS \ 
robot-built (< S AS 


| 


PLUS Vauxhall Royale, Mazda Montrose, oy 
AlfaGiulietta&Ford’s Cortina _—\j 
Tokay daha TR7& Princess2000 ~~ 
peccondnane Siren CX oe 


Page 32 What the Arabs have done to the used-car market 


“The finest engineering 
expertise went into your 
braking system. 


Why forget it now?” 
emia Your safety and that of your 


Eo . = car depend upon a carefully 
ee designed and engineered braking 
i x system. And so your disc brakes 
need just the right pads to provide 
the safe, balanced performance you 
have come to rely on. 

Girling brake system com- 
ponents are among the most widely 
fitted by the world’s vehicle manu- 

*, facturers. We know about brake 
vad @ systems. And we know about disc 

=% brake pads. They must perform 
efficiently and consistently what- 
ever the car’s speed; even if they get 
very hot with frequent use. They 
must also offer a reasonable wear 
rate, relative to performance. 

They must give you consistent 
performance and safer braking — 
in short, real confidence. 

Be safe and sure, fit... 


Girling Disc Brake Pads- 
more than just a part! 
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DRIVE INVESTIGATES 


THIS WAS to have been a special 
Motorfair DRIVE. But, as the story 
below confirms, Motorfair bit the 
dust in early-September—to the 
disappointment of a lot of motorists 
who still like the idea of an annual 
motor show, and who think that 
London, in spite of or even because 
of the Birmingham National 
Exhibition Centre’s biennial extra- 
vaganza, can do with its own 
autumn festival of automania. 
Without getting involved in all the 
arguments (as we go to press, the 
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In the wake 

As this edition of DRIVEpublishes, 
London’s Earls Court should 
have been busy with visitors and 
would-be buyers at this year’s 
Motorfair. Sadly, at the very time 
when Britain’s car manufacturers 
could most have done with a 
shot in the arm, the event was 
killed off through lack of support 
from the industry. 

Days before the decision was 
taken, it was announced that 
foreign penetration into the UK 
new-car market had reached a 
record 58.4%. There were also 
signs that British manufacturers’ 
grip on the company-car fleet 
sector was beginning to slip. 
Three days after Motorfair’s 
cancellation, BL boss Sir Michael 
Edwardes announced his drastic 
cut-back proposals. And on top of 
all this was the chilling forecast 
from the National Institute of 
Economic and Social Research 
that the nation was _ heading 
towards unemployment and a 
prolonged deficit in the balance 
of payments... 

Why the dearth of interest in 
exhibiting at Motorfair? The 
organisers point to ‘pressure 
applied’ by the Society of Motor 
Manufacturers and Traders 
(which runs the biennial NEC 
Motor Show) ‘on its members 
not to participate’. According to 
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Motorfair collapse is the subject of 
court action), we simply declare 
ourselves to be among those who 
regret that there will be no motor 
exhibition at Earls Court in 
October . . . and not least because 
we believe that home-grown pro- 
ducts deserve, and need, all the 
exposure they can get. Meantime, 
dragging on the stiff upper lip and 
peering forward into the mists of 
time to NEC 1980, we bring you 
the latest DRIVE celebration of the 
motoring scene, with an especially 


the Motorfair statement, ‘This 
led to some potential exhibitors 
deciding not to take part, and to 
other companies, already con- 
tracted, withdrawing.’ 

The statement goes on: ‘As is 
already well known, the organ- 
isers of Motorfair have begun 
legal action against the SMMT 
to clarify the legal standing of the 
exhibition clause in the society’s 
membership agreement.’ 

The SMMT’s reply: ‘We find it 
disturbing that, in reaching a 
commercial decision as to the 


52); 


‘Actually, sir, you have to give us the stamps’ 
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interesting set of car tests (includ- 
ing Ford’s new ‘Save It’ Cortina— 
page 16), and an_ important 
development of the Long Term 
Test Club (page 58). We also 
report on the motor trade’s silly- 
sales-summer, now promising to 
weather into a winter of discontent 
(page 32); find yet more ways to 
save you £££s with Part 2 of 
DRIVE’s Cost-cutter’s Curriculum 
(page 12); get among motor- 
cycling’s Dream-makers (page 
lighten your darkness 


viability of Motorfair 1979, the 
organisers should find it necessary 
to rely on inaccurate and emotive 
statements on matters that are 
sub-judice.’ 

Unlike the Motor Show, Motor- 
fair is primarily a dealer-based 
affair. A spokesman for the Motor 
Agents Association, voice of the 
retail trade, comments: ‘The 
cost of taking part is enormous. 
Obviously those who participated 
at the first event in 1977 found 
that it didn’t justify the outlay.’ 
Yet independent surveys show 


ADS TANS: QUAD ¢ 
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(Special Offer, page 56); look at 
the bolt-on goodies business 
(pages 43-48); update your run- 
ning costs (Index, page 9); give 
you all the prices you need to know 
(pages 4, 64); and. . . well, gener- 
ally put ourselves about to repay 
the compliment that you paid us 
when you parted with that 50p. 
Which is as good a cue as any to 
drag your eyes to page 63, too. 
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that 84% of exhibitors rated the 

1977 Motorfair a successful sales 
arena, and that 81°% made a profit. 
Indeed, the studies report that 
nearly 1500 new cars were sold, 
and that, of 350,000 visitors, a 
tenth were thinking of buying or 
changing a car. 

Only one major British producer, 
Vauxhall, was due to be repre- 
sented at this year’s exhibition— 
against 14 European and Japanese 


makers. f 


DIS'Il do 


Full marks to General Motors 
of America and Volkswagen for 
planning to fit electronic devices 
to their cars that will help to keep 
engines in tune automatically. 

The VW system, ‘digital idling 
stabilisation. —DIS—will enable 
engines to tickover on the leanest 
possible fuel mixture—so smooth- 
ing-out lumpy running, cutting 
carbon monoxide emissions, and 
saving fuel. 

GM plans to fit all its cars with 
miniature computers by 1981. 
Among other features, these will 
control spark timing and idling 
speed to further improve fuel 
economy and exhaust emissions. 

It can only be hoped that every 
other manufacturer will follow 
suit, for in Britain alone out-of- 
tune cars are wasting 160million 
gallons a year, and pumping 
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Protected Eagles No.4 


Bald or American Eagle — 


A sea eagle, found along the coasts, lakes and rivers of N. America. 
It returns each year to the same mate and nest, the largest built by 
one pair of birds. Bald Eagles have been greatly reduced in number 
by man’s activities. Like all eagles, it is now a protected bird. 


With 160 U.K. branches you can rely on our 
countrywide insurance service for your protection. Millions do. 
Ask your broker or call in at your nearest branch. 


~ MONITOR 


excessively harmful 
_ into the atmosphere. 

Hopefully, the devices announ- 
ced by VW and GM will go a long 
way to remedy the situation. 


Total recall 

Transport Minister Norman 
Fowler has approved a new 
procedure for the recall of faulty 
vehicles. 

Devised by the Department 
of Transport and the Society of 


emissions 


Motor Manufacturers’ and 
Traders, the procedure will, 
according to SMMT director 


John Beswick, ensure that ‘when 
a safety-related design or manu- 
facturing fault is discovered, the 
problem will be identified and 
remedied as rapidly and as con- 
veniently as possible for the cus- 
tomer. Any manufacturer has 
much to lose and nothing to gain 
by ignoring this principle.’ 

With the aid of Swansea’s Driver 
and Vehicle Licensing Centre 
computer, the SMMT is confident 
that Britain can achieve a 
higher recall success rate than in 
other countries. 

Manufacturers will first attempt 
to contact the owner of a faulty 
vehicle by letter. If there is no 
response, a further letter will be 
sent by recorded delivery. If this, 
too, is ignored then Swansea will 
be asked to supply the name and 
address of the car’s owner. 


Fare exchange 


If the United States should ever 
ration petrol, we predict that the 
government will not issue the 
millions of ration books stock- 
piled since the days of the Nixon 
administration. 

The reason? Ticket machines 
on the New York subway will 
accept the coupons .. . and deliver 
a dollar’s worth of change. 


Angels grounded 


£14million has been allocated for 
yet another ‘clunk-click’ cam- 
paign, bringing the amount spent 
on seatbelt publicity since 1972 to 
£7imillion. Consider what other 
life-saving projects that sum could 
have financed if seatbelt wearing 
—called for by the AA since 1968 
—had been made mandatory. 

It could, for example, have 
bought 45 purpose-built _heli- 
copter ambulances which, as 
DRIVE reported (July-August), are 
used extensively in W Germany 
to speed road accident victims to 
hospital as well as provide in- 
flight treatment. 

Even Yugoslavia—one of 
Europe’s poorest relations—has 
recently signed a deal for 13 such 
machines. Britain, in contrast, 
has... one. Not that you’re likely 
to see the Bell Jet Ranger (based 
at Mary Hill, on the outskirts 
of Glasgow) pressed into service 
on any life-saving mission: its 
private operator, Donald McGil- 
livray, boss of the air-charter 
firm Wasp Helicopters Ltd, says 


that talks with the Scottish 

Ambulance Service have proved 
unproductive. 

Explains a SAS __ official: 
‘Arrangements already exist with 
Navy and RAF bases whereby 
helicopters can be called out.’ 
These, however, have not been 
equipped as_ air-ambulances, 
which, in W Germany, attend 
6000 road accidents a year. 


Closing time 

The prospect of dry petrol pumps 
at the Central Garage, Fladbury, 
may not matter a jot to 99.996% 
of Britain’s population. But to the 
other 0.004%—the 2000 citi- 
zens in and around this Hereford 
and Worcester village—it’s a 
liberty that will restrict their 
liberty. 

The local vicar, the Rev John 
Champion, speaks for most of his 
parishioners when he says: ‘First, 
Dr Beeching took the trains away. 
Now, when our buses are few 
and far between, the petrol is 
about to vanish.” 

The trouble is that many other 
places like Fladbury are likely 
to find themselves in the same 
situation. Parts of Lincolnshire, 
Norfolk, N Yorkshire and Dur- 
ham, among others, are already 
facing inconvenience and hard- 
ship—all because Shell and 
Esso have decreed that it is 
uneconomic for them to supply 


petrol on a _ contractual basis 
to outlets that sell less than 
100,000gal and 75,000gal a 


year respectively. 

What will be the result of this 
drastic pruning? One forecast 
by the Amoco company is that, 
by the mid-1980s, the number of 
forecourts will be slashed by 30% 
from 28,295 to 20,000. And the 
rural areas will be the hardest hit. 

Says Vic Jones, owner of the 
Central Garage, Fladbury: “We've 
sold only Esso petrol for 25 
years, but loyalty obviously 
doesn’t come into it when big 
companies make their decisions. 

‘My last delivery was in Septem- 
ber. From now on, Esso will 
supply me on a spot-sale basis— 
and then only if there’s petrol to 
spare. I'll have to pay the same 
as it costs the motorist. By the 
time I add my profit margin and 
VAT, the pump price will be 
exorbitant. 

‘Without pumps, my garage will 
fade into obscurity. The way 
things are going, I'll have to close 
early in the New Year.’ 

Perhaps the picture wouldn’t 
be so bleak if the next filling 
station, two miles down the road 
(Paine’s Garage at Wyre Piddle), 
wasn’t already struggling to meet 
its local demand. As at the Esso 
garage at Pershore (five miles 
from Fladbury), it is often a case 
of ‘Sorry, regulars only’. There 
are problems in the other direc- 
tion, too. A spokesman for the 
Arthur Howard service station 

continued on page 8 


Which of these 
languages 


would you like 
to speak? 


French? German? Why not Greek? No 
language is too difficult with the Linguaphone 
method. You LISTEN, you UNDERSTAND, 


and then you SPEAK. We have already helped 
over 4 million people speak one or more of 34 
languages — easily, quickly, at home. 


We could tell you more here, but better 
believe your ears. A FREE cassette or record 
will prove to you that learning another 
language is easier than you thought. 


FREE CASSETTE OR RECORD 


Let us know which language you 
would like to speak by ticking the 
relevant box on the coupon below. £7 
Then cut out the whole coupon 

and send itto us to receive your 

FREE illustrated 20 page full 

colour brochure together witha 

new FREE explanatory cassette or 
record without obligation. 


Please tick: Lj) English (For —] Malay 
Foreign 1 Norwegian 
- Afrikaans Students) _] Persian (Modern) 
C] American English 1 Finnish (| Portuguese 
(Arabic (Modern [j French 7 Russian 
Standard) Cj German (| Serbo-Croat 
—) Arabic (Algerian) (] Greek (Modern) Spanish 
_) Arabic (Egyptian) (_j Hebrew (Castilian) 
CJ Chinese (Modern) (1 Spanish (Latin 
(Mandarin) L) Hindi American) 
(J Chinese J Icelandic —) Swahili 
(Cantonese) Indonesian (_] Swedish 
() Czech (Irish ()Welsh 
(Danish CItalian (Zulu 
() Dutch |] Japanese 


To: Linguaphone Institute Ltd. (Dept. DV/22) 
207-209 Regent Street, London, W1R 8AU 
want to learn a new language in my own home. Rush my FREE cassette 
or record, as indicated; plus an illustrated brochure that gives 
acomplete explanation. | understand | will be under no obligation. 
Please mark appropriate box. {_| Cassette or |_| record 


Mr. Mrs. Miss ______- eo Ags.- &, 
(If under 18) 
Address 
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Yet another contender 
increasingly contested company 
car market is Peugeot’s 505 
range. The four new saloons slot 
into Peugeot’s line-up under the 
604 flagship, to compete with 
prestigious 2litre saloons such as 
Ford’s Granada, Vauxhall’s 
Carlton and the Audi 100. 

Much of the 504’s hardware is 
to be found on the 505, including 
a slightly more powerful version 
of the trusty 197lcc pushrod 
engine for the GR and SR ver- 
sions. TI and STI models use the 
co-operative Peugeot/Renault 
1955cc overhead-camshaft en- 


ea 


se ce 
in the 
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gine, which has fuel injection. 

Automatic transmission is avail- 
able on all models, and a five- 
speed gearbox is standard on the 
STI. For the growing band of 
DERV fans there are also two 
diesel-powered 505s heading for 
our shores in 1980. 

Peugeot’s hitherto conservative 
and unadventurous trim was 
abandoned in the STI that DRIVE 
sampled in favour of tweed-clad 
seats and door inserts that could 
make-up nicely into a dapper 
sports jacket. It certainly made the 
interior more inviting, and, after 
a hard day’s driving and riding, 
the 505’s comfort proved as 


He 


mae 


good as it looked. There’s plenty 
of room to stretch out and relax, 
and the suspension refused to let 
even French minor roads spoil 
our comfort. 

Mechanical refinement and 
noise suppression, however, 
seemed no better than average for 
this class of car, with a trace of 
transmission thrash, and an 


What’s it called? How much does it cost? DRIVE’s superguide to the latest prices of new cars currently available in Britain 
tells you all you need to know, immediately, whether you’re buying or just browsing. And our prices aren’t just what the 
manufacturer says: we tell you the size of the cheque you can expect to write to put your new Mini or Rolls on the road, 
seatbelts, numberplates, road-fund licence and delivery paid. Want to know more? Well, if the car of your choice has a 
DRIVE/AA road-test report number beside it, you can have a copy of the best car criticism in the business. AA members 
can apply to their regional AA office—address in Handbook. Otherwise, write to DRIVE New-car Price-guide, Fanum House, 


(a) denotes road test on automatic model only; 
delivery charges where applicable estimated on 
an average 200 miles. 
DRIVE/AA 
Manual Auto Road Test 

AC (18 dealers) 

3000ME 13377 — 

ALFA ROMEO (150 dealers) 

Alfasud Super 

1.3(1350cc) 3670 — 

Super 1.5 3852 — 

T1115 4075 — 

Sprint 1.5 5055 — D6/79 

Giulietta 1.6 4895 — 

Alfetta GTS 5906 — 
2000L 5799 — 

GTV2000 6576 — 

GTV Strada 8035 — 
Alfasud Sprint 

Veloce 5215 — 

Giulietta 1.8 5215 — 

ASTON MARTIN (13 dealers) 

v8 28858 28858 

V8 Vantage 30987 — 

V8 Volante 36168 36168 

Lagonda — 40040 

AUDI (360 dealers) 

80LS 5150 5485 
GLS 5758 6093 
GLE 6816 — 

100 Avant L 5961 — 

L5S 6435 6964 RI176 
GL5S 6945 7475 RI176 

Avant L5D 7211 — 

Avant GL5S °7320 7850 RI176 
GL5E 7673 8202 D8/78(a) 
CD5E — 9425 D8/78(a) 

Avant CD5E —_— 9868 

AUSTIN MORRIS (1850 dealers) 

Mini 850 City 2409 — RTR340 
850SDL 2962 — 

1000 2663 3073 D3/78 
Clubman 

(1098cc) 2951 3361 

estate 

(1098cc) 3205 3615 
1275GT 3311 — 

Allegro 1.12dr 3205 — 

1.3 2dr 3326 3756 
4dr 3450 3880 
3dr estate 3688 4118 
2drL 3590 4020 
4dr 3714 4144 RTR377 
3dr estate 3952 4382 
4dr HL 4134 4564 


1.5 4dr L 3880 — 
4 


3drestateL 4118 — 
4dr HL 4300 — 
1.7 4drL —_— 4302 
3drestateL — 4540 
4dr HL 4497 4722 
Vanden Plas 
1500 4dr 4838 5248 
Marina 1300 3303 — 
4dr 3431 — 
1300L 2dr 3565 — 
4dr 3659 4030 RTR392 
1300HL4dr 4038 4409 
1300 estate 3909 — 
1700 4dr 3733 — 
1700L 4dr 3971 4342 
1700HL4dr 4378 4749 D4/79 
1700 estate 4130 — 
1700L estate 4411 4782 
Maxi 1500 4059 — RTR263 
1750 4237 4674 
1750HL 4469 4906 
1750HLS 4591 — 
Princess 1700L 4352 4815 
1700HL 4672 5135 
1700HLS 5163 5626 
2000HL 4926 5389 
2000HLS 5441 5904 
2200HL 5316 5779 D11/78 
2200HLS 5908 6371 
BENTLEY (78 dealers) 
T2 Series — 36824 
Corniche —_— 53494 
Convertible — 56808 
BMW (145 dealers) 
316 5311 — RI149 
320 6680 7117 RI149 
323i 7761 — 
518 6865 — 
520 7983 8420 D2/78 
525 9101 9538 
528i 10326 10763 
633CSi — 17673 
635CSi 18951 — 
728i N/A N/A 
732i N/A N/A 
735i N/A N/A 
BRISTOL (0 dealer) 
412 S2 
convertible- 
saloon — 31256 
603 S2 — 34576 
BUICK (5 dealers) 
Century — 9578 
CADILLAC (5 dealers) 
Seville Elegante — 21769 
Etegante (Ihd) — 19396 


Basingstoke, Hants, RG21 2EA. But we must now ask readers who request more than one to pay 10p for each report. 


Seville — 18362 
Seville (Ihd) = — 15989 
Fleetwood 
Brougham 
d'Elegance —_— 15869 


CATERHAM CARS (0 dealers) 
Super SevenTC 5238 — 
1600GT 4633 — 


CHEVROLET (5 dealers) 


Caprice Classic — 12904 
Classic (Ihd) — 10680 
Classic estate — 13028 
Classic estate 
(Ihd)- — 10805 
Monte Carlo 
coupé (Ihd) — 9878 
Corvette (Ihd) — 12228 
CITROEN (260 dealers) 
2CV6 2205 — RTR118 
Dyane Weekend 2423 — D1/79 
Visa Club 3083 — 
Super 3383 — 
GS special 3412 — 
estate 3702 — 
Club 3766 4009 RTR384 
Clubestate 4021 — D5/79 
Pallas 4182 4525 
X3 4445 — RTR416 
CX Pallas2400 7264 7468 
Injection — 7932 
CX GTi 7910 — 
Prestige 
Injection 10549 — 
Safari 6790 7121 RTR416 
S Familiale 6912 7243 
CX2500D S 6866 — 
D Safari 7172 — 
D Familiale 7292 — 
CX Reflex 5830 — 
CX Athena 6362 — 
COLT (318 dealers) 
1400 GLX 3dr 
hatchback 3919 — 
GLX 5dr 
hatchback 4189 — 
Celeste 1600ST 4349 — 
GSR 4559 — 
2000GT 4879 — 
Sigma 1600GL 4559 4904 
2000GLX 5149 5494 RTR432 
estate 5729 — 
Sapporo 2000, 6339 6684 
DAIHATSU (78 dealers) 
F20 soft top 4941 — 
hard top 5101 — 


‘exhaust ‘boom to contend with at 


higher cruising speeds. On the 
plus side, the fuel-injection system 
delivered its goods very crisply 
right from the off, and we were 
most impressed by the standard 
power steering, which gives con- 
fidence when the car is hurried, 
and takes the strain out of parking. 
In all, we came away impressed. 


F50 soft top 
(diesel) 5435 — 
hard top 
(diesel) 5595 — 


DATSUN (380 dealers) 


New Cherry 3dr 
hatchback 2898 — 
GL 3dr 3129 — 
4dr saloon 3192 3) — 
5dr estate 3408 — 
3dr coupe 3602 — 

Sunny 1200GLS 
2dr 3388 — 
4dr 3495 — 

1400GLS 2dr — 3860 
4dr — 3957 
1200 estate 3729 — 
1400 coupe 
4-speed 3829 — 
1400 fastback 
estate 4031 — 
Violet 140J Mk3 3823. — RI132M 
160J Mk3 3906 4204 
SSS coupe 4391 — 
Bluebird 160B 
MkII 4122 — 
180B 4230 4528 
180B estate 
Mklil 4584 — RTR316 
180B SSS — 
Mklil 4730 — 
Laurel 2litre 
Mkll (PAS) 5628 5968 
2.4litre 
(PAS) 6328 6668 
Skyline 240K 
coupe 7093 7433 
280ZX 
2-seater 8760 9100 

280ZX2+2 9714 10054 

280C saloon 7226 7566 

280C estate 7054 7394 

DE TOMASO (3 dealers) 

Pantera GTS 19278 — 

Longchamp — 21502 

Deauville — 24635 

FERRARI (18 dealers) 

Dina 308GT4 17642 — 
308GTB 19081 — 
308GTS 20009 — 
400i 31917 31917 
512B 33189 — 

FIAT (400 dealers) 

126 2159 — 
de Ville 2350 — D1/79 

127 900L2dr 2838 — R1137 
1050L 3dr 2972 — 
1050C 3dr 3095 — 
1050CL 3dr 3216 — RTR429 
Sport 3578 — 

128 1300CL 3504 — 

CL estate 3633 — 

Berlinetta Special Series 

x/19 1500 5474 — 

Mirafiori 1300L 

2dr 3555 — 
4dr 3705 — 
1600CL4dr 4367 4670 
estate 4751 5054 RTR412 


Opel Kadett 


What Opel makes today, Vauxhall 
sells tomorrow—now that little 
more than badge engineering 
separates the two arms of General 
Motors in Europe. So a new Opel 


is more than just another 
foreigner—it’s also the shape of 
things to come from Luton. 

Out goes the rear-wheel-drive 
Opel Kadett, and in comes a 
completely new version with 
front-wheel drive and a trans- 
versely mounted engine. Opel 
boasts of a significant increase in 
interior space and comfort— 
both lacking in the retired 
Kadett—and better fuel economy. 
There are six body styles: two 


Supermirafiori 


1600TC 5025 5328 D10/78 
Mirafiori Sport 5599 — 
132 2litre 5893 6234 
Strada65L3dr 3395 — 
65L 5dr 3509 — 
65CL 3dr 3668 — 
65CL 5dr 3780 — 
75CL 3dr 4028 4337 
75CL 5dr 4140 4449 
FORD (1240 dealers) 
Fiesta 950 2782 — RTR417 
950L 3092 — 
1100 2926 — 
1100L 3234 — 
1100S 3596 — 
1100 Ghia 4021 — RI170 
1300S 3784 — 
1300Ghia 4167 — 
Escort 1100 
Popular 2783 — R1136 
1100 Popular 
Plus 2904 — 
1100 Popular 
Plus 4dr 3024 — 
1100L 3162 — 
1100L 4dr 3283 — 
1100 estate 3119 — 
1300 Popular 2874 — 
1300 Popular 
Plus 2960 — D4/78 
1300 Popular 
Plus 4dr 3191 — 
1300L 3253 3573 
1300L 4dr 3373 3693 
1300GL 3573 3893 
1300GL4dr 3693 4013 
1300Sportt 3771 — 
1300 Ghia 4191 4515 
1300 Ghia 4dr4312 4636 
1300 estate 3276 — 
1300L estate 3618 3938 
1300GL 
estate 4012 4332 
1600 Sport 3880 — 
1600 Ghia 4420 4744 D4/79 
Cortina 1300 3468 — 
1300 4dr 3597 — 
1300L 3799 — RTR372 
1300L 4dr 3928 — 
1600 4dr 3797 — 
1600L 4128 4452 RTR404 
1600GL 4516 4840 
1600 Ghia 5359 5683 
1600 estate 4205 — 
1600L estate 4574 4898 
1600GLestate 4962 5286 
1600 Ghia 
estate 5805 6129 
2000GL 4756 5080 
2000 Ghia 5502 5826 
2000GL estate5202 5526 RTR413 
2000 Ghia 
estate 5948 6272 
2300GL 5365 5689 
2300 Ghia 6111 6435 
2300GL estate5811 6135 
2300 Ghia 
¥ estate 6557 6881 
. Capri 1300L 3854 — RTR373 
q 1600L 4064 4388 


saloons (with either two or four 
doors), two hatchbacks (with 
three or five doors), and two 
estates (with three or five doors). 
The standard engine is a 1.2litre, 
53bhp unit, ‘similar’, says Opel, 
to the well-tried unit in the old 
Kadett. In addition, there will be 
two versions of a completely new 
1.3litre overhead-cam, crossflow 
engine with a light-alloy cylinder 
head, developing 60bhp and 75 
bhp. Right-hand-drive models 
should be available in the UK this 
November. 

Claimed performance figures for 
the 1.3 engine are slick for the 
class. The standard model reaches 


1600GL 4324 4648 RTR342 
1600S 4934 — 
2000GL 4580 — 
2000S 5143. — Ri166 
2000 Ghia 5979 6303 
3000S 5534 — 
3000 Ghia — 6742 RI114 
Granada 2000L 5409 5733 RI128 
2000L estate 5978 — 
2100 diesel 5820 — 
2300L 5723 6047 
2300GL 6961 7356 
2300L estate 6280 6604 
2800GL — 7438 
2800i GLS 8138 8533 
2800 Ghia = 9005 
2800i Ghia 9431 9755 
2800GL estate— 7967 D8/78 
2800i GLS 
estate 8519 8843 
2800 Ghia 
estate — 9418 D8/78 
2800i Ghia 
estate 9764 10088 
Rallye Sport 
RS 2000 4682 — 
RS 2000 Custom5283_ — 
FORD USA (14 dealers) 
Mercury 
Monarch Ghia 
.(rhd) — 9428 
Mustang Ghia 
Turbo (Ihd) — 7879 
HONDA (237 dealers) 
Civic 1200 3dr 3088 3318 RTR362 
1200 5dr 3288 3518 R1I155 
Accord 3dr 4298 4568 RTR420 
4dr 4488 4758 D4/79 
Executive DL — 5588 
Prelude 5088 5358 
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JAGUAR ROVER TRIUMPH 
(319 Jaguar-Daimler; 950 Rover-Triumph; 
486 Land-Rover; 1850 MG dealers) 


Jaguar XJ6 3.4 12651 12651 RTR380 
XJ6 4.2 13923 13923 
XJ12 5.3 — 16930 RTR305 
XJS — 18680 RTR394 
Daimler 
Sovereign 4.2 14658 14658 
Double-Six —_— 17682 
Vanden Plas 4.2 — 19381 
Double-Six 
Vanden Plas = — 22814 

Rover 2300 6526 6916 D8/78 
2600 7545 7775 
3500 9194 9434 RTR428 
Vv8s 10841 11071 
Range Rover3.511957  — D2/79 
Land-Rover 

diesel 5784 — 

lwb 5952 — 

lwb (diesel) 6642 — 

lwb 6-cylinder 6211 — 
Triumph Spitfire 3916 — 

hardtop 4025 — 
Dolomite 1300 3821 — 

1500 4078 4472 

1500HL 4518 4912 

1850HL 5096 5490 


60mph from standstill in 15.5sec, 
and the S version cuts this time by 
2sec. Top speeds are 91mph and 
98mph respectively, and only the 
S uses 4-star fuel. 


It looks to DRIVE like the end of 


the fine for Vviixhall’s: home- 


grown Chevette range—but Luton 
says that the new fwd car will be 
marketed alongside the Chevette 
‘for the time being’. 

A nod’s as good asawink... 


Sprint 6182 6321 
TR7 5456 5689 
MG Midget - 3489 — 
MGB Sports 4646 — RTR243 
MGB GT 5283 — 
JEEP (16 dealers) 
CJ6 soft top 5694 — 
CJ7 soft top 5653 — 
hard top 6441 — 
Renegade 
soft top 7197 — 
hard top 7936 — 
CJ7 Golden Eagle 
soft top 7197 — 
hard top 7936 — 
Cherokee 4dr 
(6-cyl) 9571 9678 
S (6-cyl) — 10551 
SV8 — 11169 D2/79 
Chief V8 — 11488 
Golden Eagle — 11829 
LADA (195 dealers) 
1200 2408 — RI175 
estate 2719 — 
1300ES 2806 — D4/78 
1500 estate 2863 — 
1500ES estate 3227 — 
1600 3078 — R1173 
1600ES 3478 — RI173 
Niva 4399 — 
LANCIA (137 dealers) 
Beta 1300 4314 — 
1600 5146 — 
2000 5439 — RI171 
2000ES 5819 — 
Beta coupé 13005113 — 
1600 5828 — 
2000 6304 — 
Beta Spyder 
2000 6851 — 
BetaHPE 1600 6576 — 
2000 7108 ~— 
Gamma Berlina 8012 — 
Gran Turismo 10011 — 
LOTUS (36 dealers) 
Elite 501 14836 15233 
502 15801 — 
503 16387 — 
504 — 16605 
Eclat 520 13134 — 
521 14162 14559 
522 15159 — 
523 15719 — 
524 — 15968 
Espirit 701 14335 — 
702 15030 — 
MASERATI (9 dealers) 
Merak SS 19054 — 
Kyalami 25757 — 
Khamsin 28248 — 
MAZDA (260 dealers) 
1300 hatchback 3456 — D4/78 
1300 hatchback 
5dr 3616 — RTR424 
1.4 Special 
hatchback 3829 — 
1400 hatchback 


5dr — 3956 
1400 estate 3829 — D5/79 
Montrose 

1600GL 4254 — 

GLS 4521 — 

2000GLS 4840 5160 

GLS coupé 5319 — 
2000 estate 5486 5811 
RX-72+2 

coupé 8705 — 
MERCEDES-BENZ (96 dealers) 
200 7928 — 
200D 8104 — 
230 — 9070 J 
230C —_— 11057 f 
240D 9086 9682 
240D Iwb 14199 14639 
240TD estate 10586 10586 
250 — 10490 
250T — 11864 
250 Iwb — 14199 
300D — 11302 
280E — 12507 
280SE _ 14614 
280CE _ 13581 
280TE estate —_— 13993 
350SE — 16996 
350SL — 16825 
450SE —_ 18295 
450SEL —_— 19317 
450SL — 17976 
450SLC — 21143 
450SEL 6.9 — 30632 
MORGAN (18 dealers) 

4/4 1600 5167 — 
4-str 5684 — 
Plus 8 7547 — 
OPEL (237 dealers) 
(New Kadett range due November) 
Kadett Economy 2915 — 
DL 3165 3607 
CityDL3dr 3238 3680 
Special 3426 3868 
Special 3dr 3537 3978 
Special4dr 3515 3957 
Special estate 3740 4182 RTR338 
coupé 3659 3996 
Ascona 1.6 — — 
4dr 3953 — 
DL 4dr 4394 4811 
2.0DL4dr 4614 5031 
2dr 4942 — 

_2.0Berlina4dr 5043 5460 
Manta 2.0 

Berlinetta 

hatchback 5761 6178 

coupe 5630 6047 RTR407 
Rekord 2.0 
4dr saloon 5521 5965 
Berlina 5809 6253 
Berlina HL 6676 7120 
estate DL 6251 6695 
DL diesel 6544 6988 
estate DL 
diesel 7057 7501 
Senator 3.0 — 11497 
Monza coupé 11808 141808 


PANTHER (35 De Ville, 3 Lima dealers) 
J72 4.2 24135 24558 


British Revers can at last buy ae 


fuel-injected Volkswagen Golf 
GTi and Scirocco GLi. 

Performance from both cars is 
remarkable—as befits the most 
powerful VWs ever put into pro- 
duction. VW claims that the Golf 
GTi has a top speed of 113mph 
and accelerates from 0-60mph 
in 9.0sec, and the Scirocco is 
claimed to be 0.2sec quicker to 
60mph, with its more-aero- 
dynamic shape raising the top 
speed to 115mph. 

At a steady 75mph, it’s claimed, 
the Golf GTi returns 32.5mpg, 
compared with 29.l1mpg for the 
1497cc GLS version. 

GTi modifications 


ncluge a 


special 
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cylinder head with larger 
valves, Heron combustion cham- 
bers in the piston crowns, new 
inlet and exhaust manifolds and, 
of course, Bosch K-Jetronic fuel 
injection—boosting the standard 
1500cc engine to 1600cc and a 
massive | |Obhp (57% more power 
that the old Golf GLS). 

To control all this muscle, the 
Golf GTi now has a lower and 
stiffer suspension, an oil cooler, 
and anti-roll bars front and back. 
Disc brakes are ventilated and the 
54in-wide wheels are shod with 
fat, high-speed radials. 

DRIVE has sampled the GTi 
Golf and Scirocco GLi both on 
ee and private roads, and 
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de Ville 5.3 
saloon — 58390 
convertible — 72355 
Lima 8390 8813 
Lima Turbo 11090 — 
PEUGEOT (255 dealers) 
104GL 3140 — RTR406 
104ZL 3118 — 
104SL 3497 — RTR406 
104ZS 3664 — RI146 
104S 3970 — 
304GL estate 3783 — RTR386 
304SL estate 4070 — 
305GL 3958 — D9/78 
305GR 4284 — D9/78 
305SR 4668 — RI162 
305GRD (diesel) 4957 
504 4775 5347 R1174 
504 estate 5350 — 
504 diesel 5479 — RI125 
504 diesel estate6023 — 
504GL 5491 6063 RI159 
504GL estate 5957 6529 
504GL diesel 6282 RTR425 
504TI 6017 6589 RTR358 
504 Family 5996 6568 
504 Family 
diesel estate 6787 — 
604SL 8276 8846 RTR391 
604TI 9417 9828 RI167 
POLSKI FIAT (125 dealers) 
125P 2498 ~— RTR379 
estate 2860 — 
Polonez 3319 — 
PONTIAC (5 dealers) 
Firebird 
Trans-Am —_ 9864 
PORSCHE (18 dealers) 
924 coupé 9276 9755 D7/78 
924 Lux 9755 10233 
924 Turbo 13802 — 
911 SC (coupe 
or targa) 16282 — 
911 SC (sport 
coupé or targa) 17527 — 
928 22000 22000 
911 Turbo 28123 — 
PORTARO (25 dealers) 
Pampas250D 6066 — 
250DL 6411 — 
250DPU 6513 — 
250DP 6637 — 
RELIANT (200 dealers + 80 Scimitar) 
Robin 850 2462 — 
estate 2663 — 
Super Robin 850 2833. — 
estate 2965 — 
Kitten DL 2795 — 
DL estate 2983 — 
Scimitar GTE 8971 8971 RTR303 
RENAULT (435 dealers) 
4 2672 — RTR364 
4TL 2885 — RTR364 
5 2867 — 
5TL 3237 — D3/78 
6 


5GTL 3dr 3412 RI143 
5dr 3547 — 
5TS 3786 — RTR370 
5 auto — 3861 
5 Gordini 4836 — 
6TL 3454 — RTR363 
12 3334 — RTR385 
12TL 3689 — RTR385 
estate 4108 — RTR374 
14TL 3640 — RTR414 
14GTL 3764 — 
14TS 4216 — 
15GTL 4616 — D6/78 
16TL 4410 4777 RTR291 
16TX 5337 5703 RTR359 
17TS 5696 — 
18TL 3895 — 
estate 4212 — 
18TS 4242 — 
estate 4612 4986 
18GTL 4459 — 
18GTS 4930 — 
18 auto —_ 5042 
20TL 5214 — RTR409 
20LS 5909 — 
20TS 6339 6612 D12/78 
30TS 7497 7909 RI134 
30TX 8884 9157 


ROLLS-ROYCE (78 dealers) 
Silver Shadow || — 36824 RTR312 


Silver Wrath I] — 43353 
Corniche —_ 53494 
Convertible a 56808 
Camargue _ 65142 
SAAB (190 dealers) 
99GL 2dr 5292 — 
99 Turbo 2dr 7877 — 
99GL 4dr 5762 6262 RTR419 
900GL 3dr 6477 — 
9O0O0GLS 3dr 6767 7322 
9O00GLS 5dr 7047. 7677 
900EMS 3dr 7847 — 
9OOGLE 5dr —_— 8682 
Turbo 3dr 10037 — 
Turbo 5dr 10437 — 
SKODA (285 dealers) 
$110R coupé 2274 — 
105S 2115 — 
105L 2221 — D1/79 
120L 2328 — 
120LS 2693 — 
SPARTAN (0 dealers) 
Sports 2dr 4327 — 
2+2 4647 — 
SUBARU (80 dealers) 
1600DL 2dr 3313. — 
4dr 3462 3873 D6/78 
Custom 4dr 3649 — 
coupé 3325 — 
GFT 3861 — 
DL estate 3687 — 
4wdestate 4578 — D2/79 
SUZUKI (20 dealers) 
LJ80 4wd 3310 — 
LJ80V 4wd 3760 — 
TALBOT (650 dealers) 
Sunbeam 1.0LS 3073 — RI164 


1.0GL 3355 — 


may be harder, but that was the 
only trade-off against their sport- 
ing behaviour. Around town, both 
cars were quiet and smooth, with 
no low-speed tantrums. 

For those with She money to 


ests eer ON-TH E-ROAD NEW-CAR 


AESES 3313 3685 

1.3GL 3596 3968 

1.6GL 3743 4115 D6/78 

1.6GLS 4250 4622 

1.6Ti 4553 — 

Lotus 7120) — 

Avenger 1.3LS 3444 3816 D9/78 

1.3GL 3914 4286 

1.3LS estate 3833 4205 

1.3GLestate 4327 4699 

1.6LS 3576 3948 

1.6GL 4046 4418 RTR405 

1.6GLS 4418 4790 RTR339(a) 

1.6LS estate 3965 4337 

1.6GLestate 4459 5045 
Horizon LS 

(1118cc) 3440 — 

LS (1294cc) 3597 — 

GL(1118cc) 3921 — D5/79 

GL(1294cc) 4078 — 

GLS (1294cc) 4470 — 

2litre 5086 5425 RTR308 
Alpine LS 

(1294cc) 3992 — RI151 

LS (1442cc) 4176 — 

GL(1294cc) 4408 — 

GL(1442cc) 4678 — 

GLS (1442cc) 5352 — RTR381 
MatraRancho 6436 — RTR381 
TOYOTA (230 dealers) 

StarletGL3dr 3179 — D3/79 

GL 5dr 3276 — D3/79 
1200 3dr 3408 — 

1200 5dr 3510 — RTR399 
Corolla 

30-1200DL 2dr3144 — 
1200DL 4dr 3263 3469 

estate 3531 — 

1600 Liftback 3915 
Carina 1600DL 3976 4269 D10/78 

estate 4277 — 

Celica 1600ST 
coupé 4465 — 
2000ST 
Liftback 4858 — RTR423 
2000XT 
Liftback 5598 5795 
2000GT 
Liftback 5903 — 
Cressida 2000DL 4674 

estate 5026 5161 

Crown 2600 

Super — 8126 
Corona 1800 

Liftback 5404 5604 
TVR (26 dealers) 
3000M 8196 — 

convertible 8931 — 
Taimar 9185 — D7/78 
Turbo 12196 — 

convertible 12931 — 
Taimar Turbo 13185 — 


ee LL 


VAUXHALL (650 dealers) 


Chevette E 2454 — 
E 3dr 3001 — 
E 4dr 3077 — 
L 2dr 3234 
L 3dr 3280 — 
L 4dr 3356 — RTR396. 


came away delighted. The ride 


indulge their desires, there’s also 
a Scirocco called the Storm, to be 
sold exclusively in this country. 
For an extra £565, VW elitists 
get an interior trimmed through- 
out in hide leather, velour carpets 
and other niceties. 


L estate 3657 
GL 3dr 3638 — D3/79 
GL 4dr 3714 — 
2300HS 3dr 6119 — 
Viva E 3052 — RTR378 
E 4dr 3174 — 
1300L 2dr 3331 — 
L 4dr 3453. — 
L estate 3699 — 
GLS estate 4131 — 
GLS 2dr 3762 — 
GLS 4dr 3884 — 
1800GLS 4dr 4084 4419 
Cavalier 1300L 3873 — D9/78 
1300L 4dr 3962 — D9/78 
1600L 2dr 4043 4473 RTR382 
1600L 4dr 4169 4599 RI163(a) 
GL 4dr 4631 5061 
Sports hatch 
GL 4948 5378 
Sports hatch 
GLS 5410 5840 
2000GL4dr 4874 5304 RI152 
GLS saloon 5337 5767 
Sports hatch 5653 6083 
Carlton 2000 5807 6264 D12/78 
estate 5dr 6377 6834 
Royale 9891 — 
coupé 10249 10249 
VOLKSWAGEN (360 dealers) 
poloN900 3dr 3065 — RTR408 
L900 3dr 3366 — RTR408 
GLS 1100 3dr 3709 — 
Derby 
$1100 2dr 3221 — 
LS11002dr 3561 — D3/79 
GLS 1300 2dr 3906 — RI168 
Golf N1100 3dr 3379 — 
L1100 5dr 3820 — 
LD (diesel) 
1500 5dr 4591 — RI160 
LS 1300 3dr 3996 — 
GLS 1300 5dr 4433. — 
1460 5dr — 4775 
GTi 1600 3dr 5256 — 
Passat LS 1600 
5dr 4904 5220 RTR388 
GLS 1600 5dr 5312 5628 RI165 
LS estate 5189 5505 
GLS estate 5652 5968 
LD 1500 
estate 5581 5897 
Scirocco 
GLS 1600 
coupé 5528 5893 D6/79 
GLi 6425 — 
Storm 6893 — 
VOLVO (229 dealers) 
343DL 4115 4282 D10/78 
244DL 6146 6626 RTR426 
244GL 7530 7889 RTR426 
244GLE 8147 8535 
245DLestate 6887 7364 RTR368 
245GLestate 7601 7961 
245GLE estate 8261 8623 
264GL 8707 9067 
264GLE 9857 10146 RTR395 
265GL estate 8864 9224 
265GLE estate 9660 10019 
262C coupé — 14438 


Last year alone in Britain 
over 600 people were killed or | 
seriously injured as a result of 
tyre failure. 

For some of them, the 
cause was the most horrifying : With Denovo tyres on 
of all tyre mishaps—a burst at speed. your car, you can at least 


One moment they were Ban forget about changing wheels 
driving along safely. @ in the middle of traffic. 


inside, the rubber stays firmly 
in contact with the road. And 
you stay firmly in control. 

You can throw away 
your jack. 


The next In the event of 
they were career- ( a puncture or 
ing wildly out of ou’ r e& Gag% @ -out, you 
control. @ i; drive on. 

If only they had been driving on Dunlop Then, whenever it's convenient, call in at any of 
Denovo run-flat tyres, it need n never have Britain's 750 Denovo tyre specialists. 
happened. The optional extra that may save your life. 

Because with Denovo tyres you IBY, Sale You'll find that Dunlop Denovo tyres give 
ly in control, even after a blow- geese 7 you the same wet grip, high 
out at high speed. tf mileage and sure-footedness 


you get from any other 
good radial tyre. 
Plus a level of safety and 
convenience you get from 
no other tyre. 


Indeed you can even 
drive on for up to 100 miles at 
speeds as high as 50mph 
without so much as changing 
the wheel. 


The tyre stays locked to Already they're fitted as 
the wheel, so your car stays @ standard to every Mini 
locked to the road. 1275 GT. You can also order 


hen on the Fiat 126, De Ville and 


An ordinary tyre is held to the rim 
by the air pressure inside. In a blow-out Po @ Mirafiori Saloon. 
that pressure suddenly vanishes. As well as the Rover range, 


The tyre folds the Princess range 
away from the rim. and the Mini 

And the rim digs ou +r a no & Clubman Saloon 
into the road. and Estate. 

Within seconds you're probably out of You can be sure that more cars will soon be 
control. With Dunlop Denovo, however, the tyre is_ _—_ offering you the Denovo option. 
locked to the rim. So, even with no air pressure How optional are your family’s lives? 


| To:D Denovo Marketing, Fort Dunlop, Birmingham B24 9QT. Please send me more details about Dunlop Denovo run-flat ites 


OS ER ES ce ae eee Re ke DUNELOF DENOVO, | 
| ° The more you think about it the less optional it becomes. | 


“Stainless steel 
exhaust systems 


are expensive 


“NONSENSE!” 


The durability and efficiency of stainless exhaust 
systems are widely known, however some motorists 
still think that stainless steel costs much more than 
conventional mild steel systems. These are the facts: 
A Grundy stainless steel exhaust system can last three 
or four times longer than a standard system, but does 
not cost much more initially, and CARRIES A 5 YEAR 
UNLIMITED MILEAGE GUARANTEE! 


Just compare the following prices! You know it makes 


sense to fit Grundy. 


Grundy 
Stainless 
Steel 


Princess 1800 


£60.32 


Allegro 1100, 1300 


Typical 
Mild 
Steel 

£36.92 

£29.75 


£48.70 


Dolomite 1850 HL 


£44.08 


£72.16 


Maxi 1500, 1750 


gave 
£42.10 


Escort Mark || 


£34.24 


£68.31 


£55.95 


Volvo 244 


£89.34 


£139.55 


Cavalier 1600 


£58.53 


| 


£91.08 


Volkswagen Beetle 


EIEN ve 


£39.62 


Renault 12 


£70.62 


£79.52* 


“excluding front pipe. 


Prices include VAT at 15% but exclude fitting charges. 


Grundy have an extensive range of exhaust systems 
to fit most popular UK and imported models. 


INSIST ON GRUNDY 
STAINLESS STEEL EXHAUSTS 


@Largest manufacturers of 
stainless steel exhausts in Europe 
@Suppliers to Saab and Jaguar 
@National UK network of over 

500 stockists 


GRUNDY 


Grundy Auto Products Ltd., Tafarnaubach Industrial Estate, 
Tredegar, Gwent NP2 3XY. Telephone: 049-525 3962. 


Some connecting parts are mild steel but fully guaranteed. 


MONITOR 
at Evesham (44 miles) declares 
that its future is also uncertain. 
Says the Rev Champion: ‘The 
upshot is that villagers will use 
more petrol in order to find a 
petrol pump—at a time when 
the nation is exhorted to save it.’ 
Like the Motor Agents Associa- 
tion, the AA is opposed to any 
move that could lead to fewer 
petrol retail outlets. Says an MAA 
spokesman: ‘Filling — stations 
should at least be given the option 
of paying the extra costs involved, 
rather than just have supplies 


terminated ae 

More smiles per gal 1p 
Every time the cost of petrol goes 
up, Richard Hannay smiles. 
Hannay, a 32-year-old former 
management consultant, is the 
managing director of Scootabout 
Ltd, a London firm _ that 
specialises in moped hire. And, 
with fuel the price it is, he reports 
that business is booming. 

Clients range from a barrister 
commuting to his office in the 
City to American tourists heading 
for Scotland—‘in fact,’ says 
Hannay, ‘just about anyone with 
a full, provisional or motor- 
cycle licence.’ 

A day’s hire costs £3.50, includ- 
ing comprehensive insurance, 
a helmet and all the gear, and 
free tuition. In contrast, a day’s 
hire of a Ford Escort with only 
third-party cover is at least £6 


more. 
Come of age 


It’s heartening to hear the claim 
that a 22-year-old British inven- 
tion could save us a healthy £2 
million a day in fuel costs. 

That’s the estimate made by 
GKN_ Laycock, Sheffield-based 
manufacturer of Overdrive, if its 
product were a standard fitment 
on Britain’s vehicles. 

The company says that foreign 
interest in Overdrive increased 
rapidly when petrol price rises 
sent shivers down Western 
spines. It adds: ‘Proven and regu- 
lar tests show that Overdrive will 
save one gallon in six’—well in 
excess of the Society of Motor 
Manufacturers and Traders’ 1985 
target of a 10% cut in petrol 
consumption. 


Tiresome 

Got used to rising oil/petrol 
prices? Good, because the price 
of a tyre is soon going to get 
inflated, too. 

‘Blame it on the shortfall in 
supplies and the increase in 
prices of oil from Iran,’ says 
Goodyear Great Britain’s chief, 
Westi Hansen. ‘Apart from 
natural rubber, all other materials 
used in tyre production are 
derived from crude oil.’ 

Hansen cites naphtha, the 
material used for the synthetic 
fibres of all tyre carcasses, as one 
of his problems. Naphtha 
remained steady at £65 a ton for 


several years. In 1978 it shot to 
almost £100 a ton. Now it’s nearer 
£200, and on the dreaded spot- 
market you can pay £300. 

Add to that a 100,000ton short- 
fall in the production of natural 
rubber, and you begin to see the 
wisdom of avoiding _ tyre- 
screeching starting and braking 
techniques. 


Aggro-ing problem 

In the wake of DRIVE’s investi- 
gation into aggro at the wheel 
(May-June), W Yorkshire’s pdlice 
has issued advice to motorists on 
how to deal with violent drivers. 
In its publication, Road Safety 
Notes, its suggested that when 
a driver is ranting outside— 

don't leave your door unlocked 
or window open. You are asitting 
duck if he decides to yank you out 
or wallop you through the 
window 

do drive away and leave him. 
If that’s impossible, stay put and, 
if he looks dangerous, sound a 
continuous SOS on your horn 
u*til someone comes to your aid 
don't lose vour temper. 
According to the W Yorks force, 
there are many cases of auto 
aggression, so watch out... 


Brake warning 

Replacement brake pipes supplied 
by Motaproducts Automotive 
Ltd are being recalled. Recent 
investigations indicate that some 
may be defective, resulting in 
fractures and resultant loss of 
braking power. 

The recall concerns Moprod 
coiled, pre-sized, copper-coloured 
2in metal pipes sold (in red and 
yellow boxes) since | January, 
and the company warns that these 
should be replaced immediately. 

All enquiries should be addressed 
to Motaproducts Automotive 
Ltd, West Way, Alvechurch 
Road, West Heath, Birmingham. 


Roads information 

Numbers in parentheses refer to 
maps in the 1978-1979 edition of 
the AA Members’ Handbook. 
BRITAIN 

Major roads open Faringdon bypass 
A420, 3 miles, (17); Queensferry 
interchange A494, (23). 

OVERSEAS 

Italy Autostrada A23, Udine-Carnia: 
40km section north of Udine now open. 
Portugal Auto-estrada do Sul E4, 
Lisbon-Setubal, extended 8.5km 
from Fogueteiro to Setubal. 

Spain All motorway tolls increased 
15%.  Autopista A68,  Bilbao— 
Zaragoza: opening of Altube Junction 
—Logrono section delayed; most of 
Logrono—Zaragoza section (158km) 
now open; final 14.5km, Logrono— 
Agoncillo due to open November 1979. 
Yugoslavia E94 Zagreb motorway 
bypass now open. E93 Maribor— 
Trieste, tolls increased: Maribor— 
Celje—cars up to 1700cc, 18 dinars; 
over 1700cc, D23; car with caravan, 
D30. Vrhnika—Razdrto—D20; D26; 
D34. 


MONTH-BY-MONTH 
ANALYSES (all cars) AND 
ENGINE RATING 
ANALYSES (post-1969 cars) 


August 1978 


Cherry- October 1978 
blossom November 1978 


December 1978 


B 
time aaa 


MOTORISTS’ average monthly |February 1979 
mileage is dropping, and there can |March 1979 
be little doubt that fuel prices |April 1979 
aretoblame. __ May 1979 
In June of this year, DRIVE’s | june 1979 
| Index motorists drove an average [TOTAL (for year) 
of 746 miles—106 miles less than [999 ¢¢ 
in the same month last year—so 901-1100 
reducing the average monthly = ce 
mileage for the 12-month |4101-1300ce 
period ending June 1979 by 14 |1301-1500ce 
| miles to 737 miles. 1501—1700cc 
| Certainly this contradicts the |1701cc + 
usual trend for June—but then, [QUOD ISAS fo]e] Sees 
this year, June bore the brunt of 
petrol price rises and restrictions 
on availability. 1100/1300 
Despite the mileage reduction, [Ajjegro 
petrol expenditure compared to Maxi 1500/1750 
last time has gone up 5%, by Marina 1300 
£8.83 to £296.95 (3.36p per mile). - 
Insurance has also risen (by Matiia (SPC 
£1.08 to £55.89), while out- [1800/2200 
goings on accessories are up by [Princess 
15% to £14.11. " | Chrysler/Talbot Imp 
As a result, total motoring costs |Avenger 
have leapt by £10.64 to a record | Hunter 1500/1750 
£646.76 since the last issue of | Datsun Cher 
DRIVE—a jump of 4pt in the 
Index to an all-time high of 212. ff; 
Indeed, in the 12 months ending a 128/124 
June, the privilege of owning and Ford Escort 1100/Popular 
running a car cost an average : 
7.28p per mile. Escort 1300 
All of which makes the Datsun [Cortina 1300 
Cherry a particularly attractive [Cortina 1600 
proposition: it currently tops |Cortina 2000 
the league table of fuel stretchers | Capri 1600 
(2.59p a mile), closely followed | Granada/Consul 
by the Mini 1000 (2.69p). Rover 2000/3500 


At the other end of the scale, | Triumph Toledo/Dolomite _ | 


the Rover 2000/ 3500 range is the 
thirstiest marque in DRIVE’s list 
(4.01p), with the Chrysler Imp : 
(3.98p) and Triumph 2000/ PI }/auxhall Viva 
(3.96p) close behind. Chevette 

The table also shows that, on [Cavalier 
average, British (7.23p per mile) | VW Beetle 
and French (7.21p) models are |Golf/Polo 
slightly dearer to run_ than |All Chrysler UK 
imported cars in general (6.97p). | Ford 

In contrast, Japanese makes are, | Leyland 
on average, cheapest to run [Vouyhall 
(6.15p). All British 
Bright note: the expenditure on All Fiat 
servicing and repairs, up in March ie 
and April, decreased by £1.57 to | Renault 
£176.61 in May and June. As a 
bonus, oil and ‘other’ costs | Volvo 
remained unchanged. All French 
Now turn to page 34 for further 
details of running costs for cars | Japanese 
up to 10 years old. If you’rein the | w German 
market for a used car, it (Q& 

could help you save money. \&\ 


Simca 1000/1100 


monthly | per mile 
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Servicing 
repairs 


76.61| 14.11 | 55.89 | 


| 29.98] 051 | 27.46 
[1622] 098 | 8.26] 0.00 | 


20.75 


18.84 


8.23 


20.59 


7 12.66 


0.62 
1eS2: 
2209 
ASS 


0.66 


| 0.85 | 
| 9.95] 0.02 | 5.24 | 
| 18.40/ 0.12 | 5.08 | 
| 0.96 | 
| 0.90 | 


Roy, 


COST OF MOTORING: July 1978—June 1979 
INDEX oc: 1973 = 100| 101] 210] 212/| 101/ 242] 167/| 186| 207 | 


Petrol 
Ar Va 
pp | 24.92| 089 | 14.19|[ 0.31 | 441 | 8.50 | 
14 
6207] 24.49| 0.64 | 12.77] 0.70 | 4.58 | 
25.80 | 0.85 | 20.11 | 2.05 | 4.80 | 7.03 | 
: 
| 0.84 | 14.86 | 242 | 4.96 | 
[296.95 | 9.81 | 176.61| 
| 18.73 | 0.48 | 13.25[ 099 [| 4.46 | 
23.37] 0.66 | 13.26] 1.22 | 459 | 7.41 | 60.51 | 
23.06] 0.76 | 14.65| 1.09 | 471 | 7.29 | 81.46 | 
post- 1969 cars) 
Peer, 23.95| 0.84 | 5.26] 066 | 4 
| 26.37 | 0.82 | 23.10 | 


8.68 
i259 


8.54 


TAs Ns 


Se): 


(ss 


8.21 


7.28 
7.56 


7.63 
OO 
8.62 
5.98 
TEES 
8.80 
6.59 


6.53 
633 


7.69 
718 
7.28 
6.07 
8.29 


51.46 


64.49 
66.33 


32.24 


6.77 36.88 


6.43 
URS 


38.54 


42.47 


62.87 
51.79 
72.58 
55.58 
65.71 
34.99 
57.13 
65.85 
38.30 


5.95 
: 

gg | 19.11] 0.69 | 15.60] 1.28 | 4.27 | 6.08 | 46.93, 
7.05 | 21.26] 080 | 14.76] 0.15 | 426 | 8.75 | 49.98 | 

3 | 37.78] 0.86 | 10.55| 0.63 | 6.52 | 9.26 | 

5 | 7.28] 0.00 | 4.06 | 
[76.53] 0.98 | 4.40_| 

17.22] 1.93 | 4.90 | 7.90 | 63.12, 
[14.42] 1.19 | 4.73 | 7.22 | 52.51, 
4.55 | 8.35 | 55.04 


45.95 
66.16 


39.53 


AA members 


Whatever you're thinking of buying that’s going to cost 
£200 or more you'll find it better to buy now with the help of an 
AA Members Loan. 

* You can buy now, at today’s prices. These days waiting 
while you save isn’t prudent any more. It simply means having to 
pay a new, higher price...if your savings run to it. 

*« You can shop around with all the advantages of paying cash. 

* You spread the cost by monthly instalments. 

* Your instalments are lower than most other finance plans 
because you enjoy a special reduced rate of interest arranged 
exclusively for AA members. 

Save time by using the form opposite to apply for your loan 
now. We promise you a speedy answer. 


How much? How long? The minimum initial loan is £200 
and usually repayment can be spread over periods up to five years 
and even longer for more costly home improvements. 

All loans are subject to compliance with government 
controls; for example, the maximum loan on a motor car is two 
thirds of the cost and the longest payment period is 24 months. 

Apply now. Below are tables at the current rate of interest 
which will help you decide on the loan which suits you best. 
Complete the application form opposite and post it to 
Mercantile Credit, FREEPOST, P.O. Box No. 75, London WC2B 5XA 
... no stamp is needed. As soon as your loan is approved you will 
receive a personal cheque in a few days. 


AA MEMBERS’ LOAN MONTHLY REPAYMENT TABLES 


Interest on amount of loan: 1-2 years—12.5% flat foreach 12 months 3-5 years—13% flat for each 12 months. 


12 Months 24 Months 
True Interest 24.5% p.a. True Interest 24.5% p.a. 


Total Mnthly Total Mnthly 
Repayable- | Interest Pay. Repayable | Interest Pay. 

a b c a b c 

£ op £=p oyu) oe £"p £75 


250.08 
375.12 
499.92 
624.96 
750.00 
875.04 
1,000.08 
1,125.12 
1,249.92 


Amount 
of 
Loan 


1,125.00 


True Interest 25% p.a. 


Total 


Repayable 


36 Months 48 Months 


True Interest 24% p.a. 


Monthly 
Interest | Pay. 


60 Months 
True Interest 23% p.a. 


Total 
Repayable 


Mnthly 
Pay. 


Mnthly Total 
Interest | Pay. Repayable 


To apply for your AA Members Loan complete this form and post to 
Mercantile Credit, FREEPOST, P.O. Box No. 75, London WC2B 5XA. 


Name (Mr/Miss/Mrs) 


First Names 


Address 


Postcode 
How long at your present address years 
Tel.no. 
*Owner/Tenant *House/Flat/Rooms/Living with parents 


For office use only 
DEPT. SERIAL NO. CHECK DIGIT 


Pen pierre, [ee 


ocacode | | 


Do you have present or previous transaction'with the Mercantile Credit group? 
If so please state account number. 


Purpose of new loan (give details) 


Are youin goodhealth? YES/NO *Married/Single 


*Delete as applicable 


Date of Birth 


Number of dependent children 


Profession or trade 


Total cost of goods or service £ 


Amount of cash required now & 


Name of employer 


Business Address 


How long in their employ? 


Bankers 


Bankers’ address (in full) 


Do you have a Barclaycard? YES/NO 


|/We submit this proposal to you for a loan of £ 


Repayment period required months 


AA Membership No. 


Average net monthly take-home pay (i.e. after deduction of 


Income Tax, N.H.I. Contributions etc.) £& monthly 


Please submit your latest P60 or other annual advice or atleast two monthly/ 
weekly pay slips. 


Any other income £ monthly 
(Give details) 

Mortgage payments/Rent x monthly 
Total of current hire purchase and credit 

payments £ monthly 
Any other regular payments monthly 


(Give details) 


and I/we warrant the accuracy of the replies. You may make all enquiries necessary to enable you 


to consider this application and from time to time disclose to the National Credit Register details in respect of this transaction excluding any information relating to 
income. If you need to clarify any information, in the application form, or obtain my agreement to the amendment of any documents, please regard this as a formal 
request to visit me at my home. It is understood that you reserve the right to decline this application without stating a reason. Membership of the Automobile Association 


or a previous or current account with Mercantile Credit do not of themselves ensure acceptance. 


SIGNATURE 


iba oct tne 
Ae 
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DATE 


Cover up 


Insurance is one of those bills 
that hurts—a major expense with 
little to see for your money. 
Savings of up to £40 a year can be 
made by shopping around for 
your annual policy, without 
sacrificing any cover benefits. 
January to March can be good 
months to catch insurers prior 
to premium rises. And don’t stick 
with just one company—shop 
around (or ask your broker) at 
every renewal time, especially 
when you buy a new car. Worth- 
while savings can be made on 
comprehensive policies by restric- 
ting driving to named persons 
and/or accepting a voluntary 
damage excess, but be prepared 
to have to pay it when it comes to 
the crunch. 


New for old 

Many car parts, such as starters, 
alternators and cylinder heads, 
are reconditioned, and can be 
bought in part-exchange far more 
cheaply than buying new. And 
safely, too, if the rebuilt unit 
comes from a reputable company 


—— 


offering a guarantee... Best bet is 
the original manufacturer, such 
as Lucas for electrical units, 
Girling and Lockheed for brake 


parts, Leyland and Ford for 
exchange engines. 
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Curriculum ...: 


Reasons to be cheerful—part two of DRIVE’s top 40 hints 
on saving fuel, money, time and temper. They’ll set you whistling all the way to the bank 


Question of cost 

When the car is sick, take your 
first reaction to the garage 
estimate—a_ gasp, no doubt—a 
stage further: question how the job 
is to be done. Garages may often 
bolt on expensive new parts, when 
reconditioned units or a simple 
repair would be pounds cheaper. 
Dynamo and alternator repairs 
are a case in point: too many 
garages will cheerfully sell a new 
part, when a few pence for a simple 
brush replacement would put the 
car back on the road. Check time 
estimates, too: some garages may 
time the job for complete replace- 
ment, while replacing only a part 
of the system. 


Low finance 


You can’t get tax relief on loans 
for buying cars, but you can on 


home-improvement loans. So, 
if you're contemplating house 
projects at the same time as buy- 
ing a car, try to put down as much 
cash as you can on the car and 
borrow as much as possible for 
the house. Shop around for 
finance, too: many car dealers 
and manufacturers offer lower 
interest terms than banks or 
finance houses: scan the local 
press for details of these (often 
short-term) offers. And base your 
comparisons on true annual 
rates of interest—companies are 
obliged by law to disclose these. 


Charging up 

Most-abused part of the car is the 
battery, and only a little care is 
needed to lengthen its life from 
two to five years. Basic mainten- 
ance is a fortnightly check to keep 
the cells topped up to the marked 
evel with distilled or de-ionised 
water, and see that the terminals 
are securely clamped by the lead 
connectors—keep these free 
from corrosion by a heavy smear 
of petroleum jelly. When starting 
the car, churn the starter for a 
maximum of five seconds at a 
time, giving the battery a few 
seconds’ rest between each burst. 
Never flatten the battery by 
starting—if you suspect it is one 


oe 


degree under, charge it fully. 
Never leave a flat battery in the 
car—every day uncharged knocks 
months off its life. 


Clutch on life 

Even lightly resting your foot on 
the clutch pedal can cause un- 
necessary and expensive damage 
to the release bearing and the 
clutch itself; minimise, too, the 
time spent holding the car on the 
clutch on gradients—that’s what 
the handbrake is for. 


Petty cash 

Don’t neglect the small savings. 
Buy big bottles, rather than 
individual sachets, of screen-clean, 
waxes, battery top-up water, anti- 
freeze, upholstery cleaning sol- 
vents—you'll save pounds and 
pounds over the years. 


Dirty hands = clear savings 

The lion’s share of a garage bill 
is for labour, charged at £6-10 
an hour. In DRIVE’s Index of 
Motoring Costs, service and 
repairs cost the average motorist 
£160 a year; ergo, there’s up to 
£100 a year going for the owner 
prepared to don overalls and 
tackle the nitty-gritty of DIY. 


Start simple: a course of car 
maintenance evening classes— 
good value at about £5 a term— 
and a workshop manual—a blue- 
chip investment at around £4— 


will soon have you changing 


sparkplugs and oil, and sprucing 
up chipped: paintwork; grow in 
confidence to tackle ignition tune- 
ups, bolt-on repairs, accessory 
fitting and—when skilled—brake 
adjustment. A basic toolkit meets 
most modern cars’ needs—the 
AA Mechanics’ Tool Roll at 
£22.95 has a typical selection of 
items. Remember, too, that DIY 
means that you can buy parts 
from specialist stockists at con- 
siderable discount. But watch out 
for dodgy cheapies—see In a Spin, 
DRIVE March-April 1979. 


Strictly for hire 

There’s always the odd big job 
you feel you could tackle if only 
the right tools were available. 


Well, they are—at tool-hire shops 

(see Yellow Pages). The most 

commonly needed items—hub 

pullers, engine hoists, bearing 

pullers, valve compressors and 

welders—are all on offer at sur- 

prisingly cheap daily or weekly 

rates. Some specialist shops have 

complete ranges of manufac- 

turers’ tools for particular models 

of car; some offer reduced week- 

end rates for the keen amateur. 

A typical weekend respraying a_ 
wing could cost you £3 for paint, 

£1 for thinners, wet-and-dry 
paper and tack-cloths, plus £8.50 

for hire of compressor and spray 

gun—total £12.50. Typical garage 

charge £40; saving £27.50. 


Gold in the hills 

There are savings galore in non- 
safety-related spares from the 
mountains of wrecks at scrap-— 
yards—body panels, generators, 
wiper motors and other parts can be | 
markedly cheaper than new or 
reconditioned items, if you know 
what you are looking for. Some 
reputable scrap dealers (often 
members of the Motor Vehicle 


Dismantlers Association) take 
the cars apart themselves, so you 
can buy bits ‘off the shelf’; or you 
might have to forage, using your 
own toolkit to remove a part from a 
wreck. You won’t get a guarantee, 
- but, if the part doesn’t work, most 
dealers will give you a replacement 
or your money back. Scrapyards 
are surprisingly knowledgeable 
about their stocks, so ringing 
beforehand may save a fruitless 
and time-wasting search. 


Economy Avenue 


With really good tools and 
‘instruments, regular services and 
repairs are a doddle; but items 
_ such as a trolley jack, diagnostic 
instruments and a torque wrench 
are beyond most pockets. That’s 
when the ‘tool pool’ makes sense 
_—banding together with neigh- 
_bours or friends to buy a set of 
tools that everyone can use. And 
you can take the scheme a stage 
further by swopping your skills 
as an amateur mechanic for 
_ those of a keen house decorator, 
_ gardener, electrician and so on. 


- False economy 

Some cars seem to run forever 
- without even the need for a drop of 
_ oil, so why pay out on servicing? 
Well, short-term economies can 
turn into long-term expense or 
_danger—that’s why. Binding 
brakes, for example, cost fuel— 
So tip-top adjustment saves petrol 
as well as lives. 


~ Smash hit 
_A flash and a crash—and your 


£50. The clever motoriStrHave 
an insurance policy that allows 
claims for windscreen breakages 
without affecting his no-claims 
discount. But, if you’re forking 
out yourself, shop around before 


buying the new screen. We’re 4 


happy to report that most of the 
disaster-haunting windscreen- 
replacement vans you see skulk- 


ing on roadsides give excellent _ 


fast service at a price equalling 
and sometimes undercutting 
dealer prices—after all their 
workshop costs are considerably 
lower. Make sure you get the right 
tint of screen—unmatched glass 
could affect the car’s resale value. 


Steel yourself 

That dry rustling sound from the 
pinhole in your silencer is the 
sound of money dribbling away— 
its wasting fuel, and the eventual 
new system could bring home 
a £50 bill. A mild-steel exhaust 
will last about two years, with 
luck, and there’s little a car owner 
can do to extend that. But, if you 


are considering keeping the car 
for some six or eight years, you 
could save over that period by 
buying a stainless-steel replace- 
ment—it will cost twice as much, 
but have a minimum guarantee of 
five years (some for the car’s life- 
time). Even if you don’t see out 
the life of the system, you should 
be able to recover some of the 
outlay on resale. Cheaper than 
stainless steel, yet lasting up to 
twice as long as conventional 
mild-steel systems, are aluminised 
exhausts—a worthwhile buy for 
the owner intending to keep a car 
for longer than average. 


First cut is deepest 

Drive your new car off the garage 
forecourt and, anaesthetised by 
pride of possession, you'll pro- 
bably forget its value has dropped 
up to 10% the moment you 
handed over the cheque. There 
are cars that manage to do con- 
siderably better than others in 


ghting depreciation; DRIVE’s car 
test facts show the full horror of 
this hidden expense—although 


the Range Rover even appreciates. 


€ 


But you can miss most of the first 
year’s depreciation by watching 
out for nearly-new secondhand 
cars. You may not get exactly 
the model or colour you want, 
but the ability to sell it a year or 
two later at the same price as you 
bought it does wonders for your 
colour sense! You will have to 
watch that the car has not been 
sold because it’s a ‘tea-break 
special’—the rogue car that just 
never goes right—or that it is not 
a re-built write-off; an AA inspec- 
tion is worth countless salesmen’s 
assurances. Choose well, and you 
may get a car that is over the worst 
of its teething troubles, and with 
a few months of warranty pre- 


‘i tection still to go. 


Sales pitch 

When it has to go—sell it yourself. 
A dealer has to add to the price 
he pays you the costs of bulling 
the car into salesroom glamour, 
loss of interest on his capital out- 
lay, his commission, and a profit 
margin of more than 10%—and 
then sell at the market price. Even 
a trade-in price is likely to be sub- 
sidised by the discount he is 


prepared to forego on the sale of 
a new car to you—a discount 
you can possibly earn by having 
no trade-in. So you might make 
money on both sides of the deal, 
even if you pitch the private-sale 
price £100-£200 below forecourt 
prices. To help you wade through 


the balance sheet, consult DRIVE’s 


used-car price guide (page 64) 
and keep your eyes open for 
locally advertised prices. 


Allay decay 

The second-worst menace to 
secondhand values—after depreci- 
ation—is rust. Alfa Romeo and 


A Lancia have earned justifiably 
L bad 
= Vauxhall 


reputations; Volkswagen, 
and Volvo must be 
counted among the best. Respect- 
able anti-rust treatments such as 
Ziebart will almost repay a new- 
car buyer over four to five years, 
if only by enhancing the trade-in 
price. To prolong active life on 
a non-protected car: regularly 
hose down the underside of the 
car in the winter; don’t garage a 
wet car in an unventilated garage; 
immediately retouch any scratches 
in the paintwork with a full set of 
anti-corrosive layers—zinc or other 
anti-rust paint, filler, primer and 
topcoat; and immediately renew 
any flaked or lifted patches of 
underbody sealant. 


Pretty-up the price 


You may be able to influence your 
car’s secondhand resale price— 
especially on a private sale—by 
some purely cosmetic DIY. Hazy 
or patchily discoloured paint- 
work can be brought to _ its 
original sheen and tone by using 
commercial mild-abrasive fluids, 
such as T-Cut, and a lot of elbow 
grease. If you haven’t religiously 
touched-up paint scratches, now’s 
the time. Thoroughly vacuum 
out the interior, use contact 
adhesive to stick back curled 
carpet patches, and clean down 
upholstery with a proprietary 
solvent such as Decosol. For 
many popular cars, you can buy 
exchange rechromed bumpers 
quite cheaply—Serck Services 
is one supplier—and the cheapest 
glamour job of all is an aerosol 
repaint of silvered wheels and 
lick of tyre paint on the sidewalls. 
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What made 
us bring outa 


new batte 


this 


Not to men- 
tion last February, 
March and April, 
which were followed by the latest, gecs30c¢ guy peo Wepre 
wettest spring since 1783. : ee. pee 

A lotof motorists wereletdown & + aie 
by their batteries, either because CARE [ @n G 
the cold and damp had got to the : 


cheaper ones. 

Or because they had forgotten 
to top up the more expensive ones. | 

All this has prompted us to 
bring out anew range of top-quality 
batteries for British and foreign cars, 
vans, trucks and tractors. 

They’re made to the highest 
specifications for cold-weather 
starting. And they’re low-mainten- 
ance, so you only have to check 
them every 12 to15 months or every er 
15,000 miles. ca 

(Of course, that’s subject to 


the correct vehicle application and Whatever happens this winter, 
Voltage Regulator Settings, i.e. a your Unipart battery will easily see 


maximum of 14-4 volts.) you through it. And you'll see some 
In other words, you can forget pretty chilling reminders as to why 

about them from one freezing you bought it. 

winter to the next. In fact, just about the only way 


There are 3 versions.Premium it will make you late for work is if 

and Premium DIY have2-year you stop to help someone start his 
guarantees while value-for- _ car by jump-lead. ae 
money Economy is guaranteed Buy one before 


for one year. winter It could stop | / 
your car turning into hae 

} an igloo. 4. 

Thousands of parts UNIPART 

for millions of cars. ne 


ES. 
es 


he BN 


It was in September 1962 that the 


word Cortina began to mean 
something other than a fairly 
remote holiday resort. The car 
was a winner for Ford from the 
word go, and three major styling 
changes, with a minor facelift 
and technical tidy-up at half time 
for each, have done nothing to 
dim its success. In fact, since 
the Mark IV’s launch in the 
autumn of 1976, the Cortina has 
continued to outsell any other 
model on the British market 
(except Ford’s own Escort) by at 
least two to one. 

Ford, however, has not let the 
teenager rest on its laurels. The 
new Cortina 80, as it’s becoming 
known, incorporates a series of 
minor styling changes and highly 
significant underbody and under- 
bonnet mods that, the company 
claims, improve performance 
yet cut fuel consumption. It really 
does sound like a Dagenham fairy 
tale. Are you sitting comfortably? 
Then we'll begin. 


How it goes 
The latest Cortina 1600 still uses 
Pinto-power—Ford’s 1593cc unit 
with its toothed-belt-driven over- 
head camshaft—but appendages, 
such as carburettor and cooling 
fan, are new, and therein lies the 
new car’s claim to fame. For the 
technical, the Ford carburettor 
has a variable-bore choke tube, 
with a _ taper-needled, variable 
main jet and ‘sonic-idle’ slow- 
running jet, plus—for the first 
time on a Cortina—pre-heating 
of the induction air. The cooling 
fan’s novelty is a fluid-drive 
arrangement from the usual 
pulley, to ensure that it revolves 
fast and absorbs power only when 
conditions demand. Revised 
piston rings also reduce friction. 
That’s what it is, but what does 
it do? In short, everything that 
Ford promises. We tested both 
standard and ‘economy’ versions 
of the Mark IV Cortina in late 
1976, so we can make direct three- 
way comparisons: this new version 
is not only quicker than the 
standard version tested then, but 
34mpg more frugal than even the 
yawningly slow ‘economy’ 
version, too. Unlike previous 
‘economy’ Fords that saved fuel 
only by robbing you of power, this 
is the first serious attempt to 
improve the basic efficiency of an 
existing power unit—and it works. 
The figures for the 1976, 1976- 
economy and 1980 Cortinas are 
as follows: 


"16 76 BEBO 
Max speed—mph 89 86 91 
0-60mph—sec 15.3 18.0 14.6 
top-gear30—SOmph 12.8 12.8 11.5 
top-gear 50-7Omph 18.3 19.4 14.6 
Overall mpg <2 Ue Sao 


Mind you, it has to be admitted 
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that even these performance gains 


are not enough to keep this 
standard-tune Cortina ahead—or 
even up with—many of its market 
rivals, but the Cortina’s improved 
top-gear response makes it better 
than most to drive in traffic. 
When we first received them, our 
two test cars were very snatchy 
and unwilling to pull away from 
cold, but, once we had enriched 
their idling systems to a still com- 
fortably ‘legal’ setting, all became 
smoothness and ease. The new 
carburettor’s automatic choke 
sets itself while parked—you just 
jump in and turn the key—but it 
pays to pause a few seconds before 
driving off, to allow the intake air 
to warm up. Otherwise, it idles 
slowly and easily at all times. 
Ford’s perennial delight has been 
its gear changes, and, despite 
some mild notchiness, the latest 
Cortina’s remains impeccable. 
The clutch seems more progressive 
—although the pedal travel is still 
too long, despite the adoption of 
automatic adjustment—and it can 


just handle a |-in-3 hill restart. 


The control layout appears much 
as before, except for a revised 
centre console and a lowered 
radio siting to make room for an 
additional pair of facia ventilators. 
The front seats, however, have 
been redesigned to offer better 
support and to hold their shape 
longer—apparently, Ford used 
burly policemen to develop them. 


We offer no resistance—they 
Ae EE ee 
HOW GOOD 

At-a-glance 


DRIVE’s verdict on the Ford 
Cortina 1600L, taking into 
consideration its rivals, its price 
and what kind of car 

it's meant to be 


Out of 10 


PERFORMANCE 
6000 


FUEL ECONOMY 
SSOSBSIG 


HANDLING/STEERING 
63030 


COMFORT/REFINEMENT 
9602 


INTERIOR/BOOT SPACE 
S69OSS 


PASSENGER AIDS 
GO8S 


DRIVER AIDS 
O66699 


ACCIDENT/INJURY SAFEGUARDS 
BOSGE6 


RUST RESISTANCE 
866 


RELIABILITY/EASE OF REPAIR 
@S9S030 


really do make the driver’s lot a 


happier one on long journeys. A 
pity, though, that seating is so 
low—shorter people complained 
about having to peer over seats 
and window ledges. 

Previous quibbles about the Cor- 
tina’s dipswitch and awkward 
light-stalk location are 
unremedied, too, and the sun 
visors seem too shallow and don’t 
swivel sideways; but both driving 
mirrors are excellent, as is the 
driver's rearward view through 
the new, deeper glass areas. 
There’s an unwelcome unswept 
area left by the wipers beside the 
driver’s screen pillar, though, and 
Ford doesn’t seem able to make 
up its mind about speedo calibra- 
tion—the latest version is back to 
Smph graduations, all the way to 
140mph. Is there a turbo version 
on the way ? 

Revised spring rates and the 
adoption of gas-filled rear 
dampers are the only suspension 
changes, but the latest Cortina 
does corner quite well. It is 
heavily stabilised against roll, and 
the more-astute will sense the 
effects of this in other ways, too: 
the steering feels imprecise and 
its straight-line vagueness doesn’t 
inspire much enthusiasm, though 
there is plenty of cornering grip 
and good feel, even on a wet road. 


How comfortable 

The Cortina is one of those cars 
in which the handling is limited by 
the ride: on all except the 
smoothest roads, the pitch and 
wobble—albeit tautly elastic 
—hardly confers confidence on 
the driver who cares about fine 
control. Driving a Ford Fiesta 
after the Cortina illustrates the 
point nicely: the smaller, front- 
wheel-drive offering shows how it 
should be done. The Cortina’s 
sogginess doesn’t upset passengers 
because they are well insulated 
from bad road shocks, and, over 
really rough going, the car makes 
a good showing. It’s the ordinary 
minor imperfections, typical of 
the British main road, that sets the 
jelly wobbling. 

Even with the new, slightly 
increased door height, the Cortina 
still isn’t the easiest of saloons to 
enter, and the L’s seating hardly 
cossets rear passengers. Funda- 
mentally, the cushion is too low 
for real comfort or a decent view 
out, though legroom is generous. 
There’s a prominent floor hump, 
but no armrest in the centre, and 
those on the doors are hard and 
unimaginative. 

Heating doesn’t really get to rear 
occupants’ feet as it used to in the 
days of the Mark II Cortina, but 
Our severest criticism is that 
exhaust fumes still tend to be 
sucked into the car if a window 
is lowered—a fault that has been 
lurking around Cortinas since the 
Mark III first appeared in 1970. 

With windows shut, ventilation 


FORD CORTINA 1600L 


Front engine: 1593cc/4cyl, OHC (belt); 
one Ford vari-jet carb; 75bhp at 5500rpm 
Rear drive: 4 gears; 17.3mph/1000rpm 
Suspension: front—ind double wishbones, 
coil springs, anti-roll bar; rear—coil- 
sprung live axle, four links and anti-roll bar: 
gas-filled dampers 

Steering: rack and pinion, 33 turns/34ft 
circle; 43J wheels, 165SR13 radials 
Brakes: servoed discs front/drums rear 


Parts/repairs (inc VAT) 

clutch £34.06 (fitting times not yet fixed) 
exhaust £44.74 

headlamp unit £29.17 

front bumper £24.50 

laminated windscreen £39.96 


oil filter and points £5.10 
major service 12,000 miles 


per year per mile 
Running costs Loy 6.3p 
Loss of value ag .O7p 
Total depreciation £827 6.89p 


Insurance group 3 


HOW IT COMPARES 


Ford Cortina 1600L 
VW Passat GLS 
Vauxhall Cavalier 1600L 4-door 


pene ea ete nner Oem s Tw eee 
Morris Marina 1700L 
Honda Accord 4-door - 


Teenate 
vamp 


pmeen 


naar owen a 


ae ph es 


pe asaaaie 
as peng eea Ter 
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PERFORMANCE BRAKES —pedal pressures and responses FUEL 4-star/97 octane min 


overall consumption 334mpg 


4.1 6.7 9,9 14.6 22.0 90 ee anes 2 37% effective tank range 335 miles/1Ogal 
80 Lakin radon Normal range of consumption 
1 in|3 hard driving, heavy traffic 27mpg 
3 LXe) 5 60 70 70 short journey, suburban 28mpg 
Acceleration through gears from rest (sec) o | motorway—7Omph cruisin 29,4mp 
60 5B | | val mixed roads—brisk, 50mph cruising 354 
2 = quiet rural—40mph cruising 4impg 
50 tr 3 Consumption at steady speeds 
ic 30mph 48mpg 
56mph 353mpg 
=o Z7Omph 295mpg 
ae max mph 193mpg 
SAFETY CHECKS 0 = factory fitted option 
Maximum speeds 20 - steering: energy hazard warning: fitted?Yes 
in gears " 10 : 20 30 jos pO. 00-70) 20 80 Ue absorbing? Yes interior: well padded? No 
max engine speed % efficiency (ideal car's braking performance falls fanncoatssorlira wi/sereen: laminated2- Yes 
used 6000rpm; within central zone—above, too heavy, below, too light) mounts? Yes doors: crashproof? Van 
max in top 5250rpm; Fade test pedal pressure needed for 75% stop head restraint? O childproof? Yes 
2 4 standing + mile (ideal car would show no variation) front belts: effective? Yes petrol: spillproof? No 
19.6sec 28lb at start; 28Ib in constant use; 28lb in severe use convenient? Yes brakes: failsafe? Yes 
Watersplash 35lb at first; 5 stops to recover rear belts: fitted? No load sensitive? No 
FUEL MAXIMUM 30—-50MPH OVERALL MAXIMUM TYPICAL STEERING 
ON-ROAD CAPACITY OVERALL SPEED O-60MPH IN TOP BESTSTOP LENGTH LEGROOM LEGROOM ~~ TURNS/ 
PRICE (£) (CC) (MPG) (MPH) (SEC) (SEC) (% g/Ib) (FT/IN) FRONT (IN) REAR (IN) CIRCLE (FT) 
4128 1693 334 91 14.6 iN bss: 97/35 1432 41 39 33/34 
§3:12 1588 354 100 12.0 10.6 100/60 ea 394 37 4/314 
4169 1584 294 96 12.6 11.3 97/50 Tae 407 372 434/32 
3971 1700 294 94 14.0 10.7 94/70 14’ 05” 381 Se 33/333 
4488 1602 oO wo 14.0 - 9.8 (4th) 88/40 1473" 40 372 34/341 


4th—4th gear 
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and heating are both clean and 
powerful. Air lending gives 
instant temperature control, and 
the booster fan is commendably 
quiet at lower speeds. The new 
vent—a central ‘chip cutter’-— 
would benefit from a little more 
stiffness in adjustment, but the 
output is generous, backed up by 
the outboard pair in summer. The 
outer vents are tied to the heater’s 
temperature—good for rapid 
door-window demisting in cold 
weather. A heated rear window is 
standard. 

The biggest impediment to the 
new model’s luggage capacity is its 
spare-wheel location—stowed flat 
beneath a thin plastic floor cover- 
ing: cases wobble about on top, 
and load height is distinctly 
limited. Worse, everything in the 
boot must be unloaded in the 
event of a puncture. Add to this 
the fact that no boot lamp is pro- 
vided on L versions, and that one 
has to use the single all-purpose 
key to open thelid every time, and 
you can see why all those travel- 
ling salesmen hang their suits 
from the interior grab handle... 

Inside the car, too, oddments 
space is distinctly limited, 
though this is helped a little by 
the recesses in the centre console, 
and seems better on GL and Ghia 
versions. 

The trimming inside the L is 
durable, but a trifle clinical for our 
taste—the carpets are obviously 
synthetic, and there’s painted 
metal on view on the lower facia. 

Refinement, like beauty, is a 
relative quality, and, though we 
don’t rate the latest Cortina 1600 
as a paragon of mechanical man- 
ners, it’s certainly a big improve- 
ment on earlier versions. The 
transmission vibration no longer 
pummels its way into the interior, 
though there is more than a hint 
of it around 50mph, and the 
engine pulls roughly through a 
period around 30mph that makes 
you change down—until you dis- 
cover it’s smoother at 25mph! The 
final exhaust boom period sets in 
at an indicated 7|1mph, which 
seems a happy legal coincidence 

. until we established that this 
was a true 67mph. 

Stepping on the gas away from 
street kerbs can cause the engine 
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to surge at times, but, generally, 
town manners are very good 
the steering, for example, is never 
too unwieldy. 


How strong 

We disliked the primitive inertia- 
type starter motor on our test car 
—that’s the noisy sort that tends 
to whirr out of engagement—but 
this seems to be a case of the luck 
of the draw with modern Fords: 
you get different starters, alter- 
nators and distributors, depend- 
ing on when and where the-cars 
were built. Our choice would be 
a Bosch distributor, a Lucas alter- 
nator and a pre-engaging starter. 

Underbonnet, we are pleased to 
see the introduction of an expan- 
sion tank on the radiator; a self- 
adjusting clutch and easy brake- 
lining inspection without wheel 
removal are further moves to 
extend service intervals. 

The most significant innovations, 
however, concern rust protection. 
Ford has been ‘making do’ with 
its electro-phoretic priming pro- 
cess for too long, and the intro- 
duction of extended warranties by 
one or two rivals to back up their 
more-stringent anti-rust measures 
seems to have convinced the 
American giant at long last that 
this could be a sales feature. 

That’s why the new Cortina goes 
through four new stages in the 
body shop, adding a pvc stone- 
chip guard under door sills and 
rear wheels, wax injection into 
box sections, and a final under- 
body wax coating. However, past 
experience has taught us that 


describing the process is one thing 


—getting the stuff properly 
applied is another. We'll wait a 
bit and see. 

A redeeming feature of the 
Cortina L is the absence of the 
water-trapping trappings that 
embellish the more-expensive 
models. This also makes the car 
easier to wash, although the 
amount of filth thrown from the 
wheels against the contoured body 
flanks is only too apparent. The 
interior is very wipeable, but 
there’s no question of being able 
to remove carpets for cleaning. 


How safe 

Our cornering Cortina 1600 felt 
very safe on its modest 165- 
section radials, losing its grip only 
steadily and progressively, which 
gives the driver plenty of warning 
before things get out of hand. For 
some strange reason, however, 
brake-servo assistance has become 
much more intrusive on the latest 
cars. Being able to stand the car 
on its nose (or, more likely, skid 
helplessly) at a mere 40lb pedal 
pressure is not a good safety 
feature. Fade and water resistance 
cannot be faulted, and the car 
stands handbrake-secure on a 
l-in-3 hill. A hydraulic-failure 
warning lamp is now mounted on 
the facia, with an integral check 
button to let you ensure that it is 
working properly. 

Several other changes to this 
revised model improve its safety 
qualities, too: red foglamps are 
incorporated in rear lamp clusters 
that, like the front ones, now wrap 
round so that they can be seen in 
profile. Bumpers, too, have elon- 
gated plastic end-caps that protect 
the car’s flanks. 

All Cortinas (even the base 
model) now have laminated wind- 
screens—an excellent safety 
feature—and Volvo-style  see- 
through head restraints are stan- 
dard on GLs and Ghias—an extra 
on our L. Inertia seatbelt clasps 
integrated into the front seats are 
both safer and more convenient, 
but we are surprised that the new 
backrests are not more firmly 
lined to prevent occupants receiv- 
ing an unrestrained rear occu- 
pant’s knee in the back in a 
collision; the absence of padding 


All measurements in inches 


overall length 14ft 3in 
overall width 5ft 7in 
overall height 4ft 53in 


along the Cortina’s top screen rail — 


is another serious omission. 


How much 

Any revised model that goes faster 
on less fuel deserves a plaudit, 
and, in every type of use, present- 
Cortina owners are in for a 
pleasant surprise if they change 
to the new model. Longer drives 
yield an easy 35mpg, and it takes 
really hard driving or short 
journeys to get the figure down 
to the level of yesterday’s 1600. 
While this new Ford is not quite 
as abstemious as the best medium- 
sized cars, it’s probably the best 
of British. 

Running costs, however, are 
more than petrol bills, and, in 
overall terms, this Cortina seems 
set fair to remain Britain’s 
favourite fleet car: its spares 
remain cheaper than Continental 
challengers’, and its low insurance 
and depreciation are unassailable, 
too. And, if the underbody pro- 
tection makes a proper job of rust 
resistance, it could be more popu- 
lar than ever—new or second- 
hand—among practical motorists. 

The Cortina certainly remains an 


undemanding DIY proposition, - 


with the latest technical changes 
doing nothing but good for front- 
garden mechanics—who will also 
find that the extended service 
intervals give them more time to 
mow the lawn! More’s the pity, 
therefore, that Ford doesn’t pro- 
vide more ready guidance about 
maintenance: its “operating guide’ 
is fine for forecourt checks, but 
little else. 

Our car had an ideal oil con- 
sumption of around 1750 miles 
per pint, and, although the final 
+gal of petrol takes ages to gurgle 
in, it is not intended that you fill 
this expansion chamber. 


Verdict 

The new Cortina’s manners do not 
impress us as much as its creden- 
tials. It has a competent but colour- 
less way of going about things that 
leaves more discerning and demand- 
ing users less than satisfied. Its 
ride, in particular, leaves a lot to 
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be desired, and the improved front | 


seats make the back ones very 
second-best. 

Nevertheless, Ford is to be con- 
gratulated on managing such an 
improved set of performance and 
economy figures in this latest 1600 
—this dipsomaniac-to-teetotal con- 
version is the stuff of Salvation 
Army songs. 

But that one dramatic improve- 
ment should not obscure other 
developments that could equally 
benefit the owner’s pocket: intelli- 
gent refinements underbonnet and 
in maintenance requirements, plus 
conscientious rust protection could 
matter just as much in the long term. 
The ending of the fairy tale? Well, 
all the new Cortinas should live 
happily, if not ever after, at least a 
good bit longer. 
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Many of our dealers are receiving more 
and more foreign cars in exchange for new 


BL models. 

Which means if you’re looking for an 
imported car you can trust, you should find 
what you want at your local BL Gauntlet 
used car centre. 

The Gauntlet sign lets you buy British 
and foreign models with complete confi- 
dence. Confidence in the car. Confidence in 


the dealer. 


And in many cases, you can also take 
advantage of the added protection of 
Gauntlet Supreme—the finest 12 month 
mechanical breakdown cover available. 

Gauntlet and Gauntlet Supreme —the 
names the best used cars are 
wearing. At specially 
selected BL dealers 
in your area. 


Gauntlet 


Hand-picked used cars. 


Brussels’ bureaucrats may deny 
it, the Commission for Racial 
Equality might not like it, but it 
is difficult not to see national 
characteristics in European cars. 

French motors ooze bonhomie 
and soporific comfort; with the 
Germans, it’s all rigorous quality 
control and equally uncompro- 
mising seats. The Italians’ sense 
of elegance can be matched by an 
urgency and impatience that’s 
often realised in their mechanical 
creations. Alfa Romeo’s Giulietta 
(Romeo’s Juliet—get it?) is an 
example. It could be mistaken for 
Alfetta-vintage wine in a stylish 
new bottle, yet it has enough fizz 
to make even a sober-sided car 
tester pop his cork... 


How it goes 

Alfa Romeo’s evergreen twin 
overhead-cam unit is similar to 
that used in the Alfetta—as is 
much of the running gear. The 
Giulietta breathes through a com- 
plicated pair of twin-venturi car- 
burettors, bristling with adjust- 
ment screws, to produce 109bhp 
—prolific for a sub-1600cc unit. 

We had no trouble starting from 
cold, but keeping the Alfa running 
with the right degree of choke 
takes skill—especially when the 
choke lever is so obstinate, so 
hard to see below the facia and so 
confusingly similar to the hand- 
throttle right next door. Using this 
latter didn’t seem to help mattets, 
either 7.5 

Once warmed up, the Alfa 
impresses as much for its docility 
in traffic as its eagerness when 
pressed. In acceleration away 
from rest, our table shows that the 
Giulietta is quick enough, but its 
paper promise of a power advan- 
tage over rivals such as Audi’s 80 
is not delivered in practice. Yet, 
thanks to its low-speed response 
and five wisely-chosen gear ratios, 
the Alfa’s overtaking is good, 
especially in fourth. It feels faster 
than it really is, with a cultured, 
mechanical snarl that encourages 
the driver to wind the rev-counter 
right round to the red-lined 6400 
rpm. There’s some confusion here 
—the handbook quotes a maxi- 
mum speed in each gear that 
limits revs to about 5600rpm, but, 
when we tried this, acceleration 
was compromised. 

Sadly, the fun is marred by a 
soggy gear-change action that one 
tester described as being as obsti- 
nate as an Austin Max1’s, especi- 
ally down into the lowest ratios 
and reverse at rest. (Another 
tester asserted that this was a 
gross insult to the Maxi’s box.) 
In the quest for balanced fore- 
and-aft weight distribution, Alfa 
Romeo has placed the gearbox far 
from the lever, at the back of the 
propeller shaft and just ahead of 
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the final drive. Its theoretical 
advantages tended to evaporate 
in the heat of our testers’ struggles 
to accelerate through the gears. 

Of course, the benefits of the 
gearbox placement and sophis- 
ticated rear-suspension arrange- 
ments emerge when cornering. 
The use of a costly de Dion layout 
keeps the rear wheels parallel at 
all times, helping the tyres to stay 
in better contact with the road. 
The results are convincing: as 
well as having a smooth, absor- 
bent ride, the Giulietta can take 
corners at speeds that will raise 
the hair of inexperienced pas- 
sengers. More importantly, good 
steering feel and a tame, even 
nose-drift when the giddy limit is 
reached help keep the driver safe. 

The steering tends to fight the 
driver as cornering speeds rise, 
so a firm grip is needed on the 
helm. Recommended tyre pres- 
sures feel ideal for a well-laden 
car, but we found that a light- 
travelling Giulietta benefits from 
an extra 3psi in the front. Either 
way, the car is undeterred by 
crosswinds and bumps. 

Alfa’s familiar long-arm/short- 
leg driving position is effectively 
countered by an adjustable steer- 
ing column to give one of the best 
driving positions that we’ve 
encountered in-an Italian car. 
Front seat height can be altered 
by the use of spacers on the 
runners, fore-and-aft adjustment 
is very generous, and only the 


HOW GOOD 


At-a-glance 


DRIVE's verdict on the Alfa Romeo 


Giulietta 1.6, taking into 
consideration its rivals, its price 
and what kind of car 

it's meant to be 


Out of 10 


PERFORMANCE 
696680 


FUEL ECONOMY 
a) 


HANDLING/STEERING 
BESSSS39 


COMFORT/REFINEMENT 
8880609 


INTERIOR/BOOT SPACE 
$80860008 


PASSENGER AIDS 
880000 


DRIVER AIDS 
ASLSS 


ACCIDENT/INJURY SAFEGUARDS 


RUST RESISTANCE 
&@Os 


RELIABILITY/EASE OF REPAIR 
839080 


reclining mechanism is awkwardly 
placed. Even on longer runs, the 
Giulietta’s seat-support proves 
amenable—if you are prepared to 
spend some time getting the 
various adjustments right. 

Instrumentation /ooks somewhat 
alien, and some minor controls 
are scattered about, but all are 
legible, and they work well once 
you have come to terms with 
them. We appreciated the telltale 
lamps for the heater’s fan and low 
fuel-level, and noted that the 
instruments were all reasonably 
accurate. 


How comfortable 

Our passengers had a lot of 
trouble with the doors: they are 
awkward to open and need a firm 
slam to shut. Three keys (none 
double-sided) keep the driver 
muttering, too. 

Patience with all these frustra- 
tions is rewarded by surprising 
spaciousness, and back-seat leg- 
room as good as the biggest 
saloons on the market. Seat width 
is compromised by some wheel- 
arch intrusion, and headroom is 
limited, but in general the 
Giulietta is an excellent proposi- 
tion for passengers: kickproof 
plastic entirely protects all door 
sills; courtesy switches are pro- 
vided all round; rear occupants 
have a good centre armrest and 
pockets for papers on front seat- 
backs; and everyone has an 
unusually clear view of the digital 
clock mounted above the driver’s 
rearview mirror. There were, 
however, complaints about fixed 
front-seat head restraints that 
block the view, and floor-level 
crossmembers that prevent 
warmth percolating rearwards. 

Heating and ventilation is good 
when you need only one or the 
other, but it’s impossible to get 
that warm-feet/cool-face two-tier 
flow, and the constant draughts 
in the front footwells are accept- 
able only in mid-summer. 

The trunk-shaped boot’s space is 
limited, but some of our testers 
prefers cars that put people before 
suitcases... 

Driving comfort is initially 
marred by a feeling that the gear- 
box oil has set solid overnight. 
Once this and the hesitant choke 
period have passed, the flexible 
engine pulls contentedly in third 
and fourth, helping to disguise the 
gear shift’s tiresome operation. 

On the open road, the Giulietta 
is. even more impressive, being 
one of those rare four-cylinder 
cars that doesn’t generate an ear- 
bashing boom at any speed. 

The suspension is equally con- 
siderate, too. Despite the Alfa’s 
exuberant, cut-and-thrust corner- 
ing ability, it also rides comfort- 
ably over rough roads. It’s set up 
so well to cope with potholes that, 
curiously, the Giulietta impresses 
least at speed over good, motor- 
way surfaces, when some pitching 


ALFA ROMEO GIULIETTA 1.6 


Front engine: 1570cc/4cyl, 2 OHC (chain); 
two twin-venturi carbs, 1O9bhp at 560Orprr 
Rear drive: 5 gears; 18.8mph/1000rpm 
Suspension: front—indep wishbones, 
torsion bars and anti-roll bar; rear— 
semi-indep de Dion axle, Watt linkage, 

coil springs, diagonal trailing arms, 
anti-roll bar. 

Steering: rack and pinion, 33 turns/364ft 
circle; 53 J wheels, 165SR13 radials 
Brakes: servoed discs all round 


Parts/repairs (inc VAT) 

clutch £99.59 (fitting 3.75hr) 
exhaust £92.58 (1.Ohr) 

headlamp unit £48.88 (0.35hr) 

front bumper (3 parts) £89.70 (0.6hr) 
laminated windscreen £56.92 (4.5hr) 


oil filter and points £5.75 (O.8hr) 
major service 12,000 miles (4.75hr) 


per year per mile 
Running costs £894 7. 45p 
Loss of value £326 2.72p 
Total depreciation £1062 8.85p 


Insurance group 6 


HOW IT COMPARES 


Alfa Romeo Giulietta 1.6 
Audi 80GLS 

BMW 316 

Lancia Beta 2000 

Ford Cortina 2000 Ghia 


PERFORMANCE 


3.5, 06.1 £.8:4°.)12.2 162 


3 405 6 70 
Acceleration through gears from rest (sec) 


Top-gear acceleration (sec). Fourth-gear times in brackets 


BRAKES —pedal pressures and responses 
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FUEL 4:star/98 octane min 
overall consumption 293mpg 
effective tank range 300 miles/1Ogal 


Normal range of consumption 


short journey, suburban 22im 
hard driving,-heaw traffic 232m 
mixed roads—brisk, 5Omph cruisin 304m 
motorway—/7Omph cruising 303mpg 
quiet rural—4Omph cruising 353mpg 
Consumption at steady speeds 

30mph 494 mpg 
56mph 37zMpg 
7Omph 304 mpg 
100mph 195mpg 


SAFETY CHECKS 


5 Maximum speeds 20 
in gears 90 steering: energy hazard warning: fitted? Yes 
1 ecilietOmatoitnew *Y OUR. TO SEN Sa absorbing? Yes _ interior: well padded? No 
% efficiency (ideal car’s braking performance falls front seats: secure w/screen: laminated? Yes 
max engine speed within central zone—above, too heavy, below, too light) mounts? Yes doors: crashproof? Yes 
used 6400rpm; head restraint Yes childproof? Yes 
max in top 5500rpm; __—‘~ Fade test pedal pressure needed for 75% stop front belts: effective Yes petrol: spillproof? Yes 
standing 4 mile (ideal car would show no variation) convenient? Yes _ brakes: failsafe? Yes 
188sec  25lb at start; 25Ib in constant use; 37Ib in severe use rear belts: fitted? No load sensitive? No 
Watersplash 42lb at first, 2 stops to recover 
FUEL MAXIMUM 30—50MPH OVERALL MAXIMUM TYPICAL STEERING 
ON-ROAD CAPACITY OVERALL SPEED O-60MPH IN TOP BEST STOP LENGTH LEGROOM LEGROOM~ TURNS/ 
PRICE (£) (CC) (MPG) (MPH) (SEC) (SEC) (% g/Ib) (FT/IN) FRONT (IN) REAR (IN) CIRCLE (FT) 
4895 1570 293 104 222 8.7 (4th) 100/40 13298 411 oF 32/361 
me 5/57 1588 342 103 11.9 9.7 98/50 14’ 63” 41 401+ 33/334 
= 95311 1573 274 101 12.9 Hs 100/55 14’ 314” 401 384 4/314 
5439 1995 263 107 AZ 10.0 97/30 Tale 411 41 33/362 
5502 1993 274 96 Pegs 10.3 98/95 jaz" 403 40 33/34 
4th—4th gear 
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Ian Dawson 


and cushioned agitation sets in. 


How strong 
Failure to allow for the rust- 
breeding salt and humidity of a 
British winter has earned Alfa- 
Romeo a lot of criticism in this 
country. Despite Alfa’s protesta- 
tions that all is now well and that 
current models are being built to 
last, our test car still left much to 
be desired. It was only one winter 
old—yet the underbody’s pvc pro- 
tection was already showing signs 
of its hit-and-miss application, 
and there was no evidence of the 
wax spray that was supposed to 
have been injected into box 
sections. Light rust was already 
apparent in places, the exhaust 
was flaking markedly, and a chip 
or two on the glossy black coach- 
work showed ominous signs that 
corrosion was only too willing to 
spread beneath the top coat. 
Cleaning is easy, inside and out, 
with wheels that don’t have too 
many nooks and crannies and 
carpets and cloth seats that brush 
well. No additional protection is 
applied to the outer door sills or 
bumper valances, and they can be 
tiresome to keep clean, let alone 
chip-free. Exposed weld seams 
and edges on the doors are 
covered with a plastic snap-on 
covering—better than nothing, 
but not as good as a proper 
enclosed weld. Alfa’s standards of 
body construction still fail to 
match its sophisticated power- 
plant engineering. 


How safe 
The Giulietta stops every bit as 
well as it goes; in brake tests, it 


‘by applying 
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felt as if the wheels were burrow- 
ing into the road. The brake- 
efficiency gauge shot right off the 
end of its scale, indicating that the 
all-disc system could comfortably 
exceed the theoretical maximum 
efficiency of 1g. This is as much 
a tribute to the car’s weight distri- 
bution as to its brakes, enabling 
all four wheels to do their bit 
instead of skidding. The hand- 
brake’s solo performance is good 
for the same reason, and, although 
there were some signs of heat and 
water fade, neither caused real 
concern. Indeed, the brakes fade 
to the point where the servo’s 
normally over-enthusiastic assist- 
ance becomes at last acceptable. 

Cornering is extremely safe for 
both novice and expert alike. The 
steering effort required deters the 
timid from reckless speeds, yet its 
lightening feel can also warn the 
experienced that the front tyres 
are beginning to lose grip. The tail 
can be unglued from the road only 
the power very 
brutally. 

The Alfa’s fully collapsible steer- 
ing column, laminated windscreen 
and proper padding behind the 
sun visors are safety features that 
we always look for, but don’t 
always find. The only serious 
shortcoming is an absence of 
reinforcement in front seatbacks 
(to protect harnessed front 
occupants from the impact of 
unrestrained rear passengers). 


How much 

Alfa’s list price does include seat- 
belts, delivery and numberplates 
(though not a radio or road tax), 
and the 12-month warranty 


includes two free services plus 
service parts up to 27,000 miles. 
It’s a deal that keeps our calcu- 
lated running costs (based as 
always on a 24year/30,000-mile 
ownership period) acceptably 
low; but thereafter parts become 
quite costly. Routine maintenance 
follows a 6/12,000-mile pattern. 

Underbonnet accessibility is 
mixed: topping-up presents no 
problems, plugs and points are 
easily reached, but the fuel pump 
and starter motor look too buried 
and the carburettors and valve 
adjustments too complicated for 
all except the experts. The hand- 
book offers reasonable help and 
most tuning settings—it’s well 
translated, too. 

Usually, the biggest item in car 
ownership is depreciation, and 
here the similar Alfetta (formerly 
available in |.6litre form) has held 
its value reasonably well over the 
last two or three years. Insurance 
is rated at a similar Group 6. 

The 293mpg overall is dis- 
appointing, though—the rival 
Audi 80 notches-up 344mpg. Short 
journey work seems to depress the 
Alfa’s average more than long, 
fast runs, on which 30mpg—or 
even better—is easy to achieve. 
The highish fifth gear must help 
motorway economy, but, even 
here, results are not spectacular 
—and the Giulietta will accept 
nothing less than good 4-star. 


Verdict 

The Giulietta took us by surprise 
but not by storm, for it’s not as fast 
as its claimed power would suggest. 
We had expected a ferociously fast 
and rorty performer, and were pre- 
pared to tolerate some Latin tem- 
perament and discomfort as the 
price of the fun. What we got was 
a fun-to-drive Alfa that’s a 
smoothie, too, thanks to its well- 
honed, balanced handling, even ride 
and magnificent rear seat accom- 
modation. It’s a blend to attract the 
family man who reluctantly traded 
his sports car for a mortgage. 

The snag is, while this Alfa love 
affair starts sweetly with extended 
warranty terms, after two or three 
years owners may need rose- or 
rust-coloured glasses to help them 
keep seeing their Giulietta that 
way... 


All measurements in inches 


kerbweight 2 1cwt 
overall length 13ft 93in 
overall width 5ft 5in 
overall height 4ft 7in 


 EVERYMAN 


Each issue, DRIVE turns three 
private motorists loose on the cars 
under test to discover the man-in- 
the-road’s opinion. For 50-year-old 
London building consultant Fred 
Pocock the Alfa was his last ride 
before leaving the Everyman panel 
—and the company of Claire 
Parker, 25-year-old housewife from 
Whitchurch, Hants, and Ron Daly, 
32, an air-traffic controller at 
Heathrow Airport. 

The Alfa Romeo Giulietta’s 
advert boasts ‘We’ve made you an 
Alfa you can’t refuse’—but the 
majority of the panel replied, ‘No 
way.” 

‘For £4800 I expect mechanical 
perfection,’ said VW Golf owner 
Ron Daly, ‘but the Alfa’s gearbox 
is like stirring a box of nuts and 
bolts. The car handles well, and I 
couldn’t detect under- or oversteer 
while cornering, but to me that 
neutral feeling’s not pleasant. The 
general finish is ugh! I found plastic 
trim falling off the facia, and rust 
on the bonnet and bumper. I 
couldn’t rely on the body lasting 
three years of my kind of driving, 
so that rules the Alfa out for me.’ 

Ford Granada owner Fred Po- 
cock agreed with Ron: ‘The Alfa 
could accelerate extremely well in 
gear, but gear changes lost much 
of the speed I’d built up. If this box 
is the price of a better-balanced 
car then I’d rather have ordinary 
handling and a decent gear shift. 
The stiff clutch pedal’s very tiring 
in town traffic, and the stalk 
switches badly need some mark- 
ings. No, I don’t want this car.’ 

Only Claire Parker, owner of a 
Renault 4, fell for the Alfa. ‘I like 
a bit of vroom vroom,’ said Claire. 
‘It makes driving fun—and the Alfa 
really is fun. It certainly sounded 
quick, and you can just flick the 
steering wheel for perfect cornering 
under power. Snags? Well, fifth 
gear shouldn’t be _ positioned 
opposite reverse, and the way the 
speedo and tacho needles swing in 
contrary directions is confusing. 
That’s poor in a fast car.’ 

DRIVE professional car tester 
Peter Denayer comments: ‘In fair- 
ness to Alfa, almost every five- 
speed gearbox has fifth opposite 
reverse, and car owners soon learn 
which switch is which. I must agree, 
though, that the poor gear shift 
quality can be a deterrent to 
enjoying this exciting car.’ 


Protectol Rustproofing 


‘Three hard facts 


prove tome it’s 


the best. And it’s 
nearer, too!’ 


‘Protectol is now Britain’s biggest name in 
rustproofing. Your local station should be just 
a short drive away. Call in, and [m certain you'll 
_ agree it gives the best rustproofing a car can get: 
“These three facts convince me: (Stirling Moss) 


It’s the cleaner system. 


True 2nd generation rustproofing means you'll never suffer 
that ‘dripping tarbrush’ finish. Otherwise it’s not Protectol. 


It’s got rustproofing’s only 
2 year guarantee: 


For Protectol’s unequalled Gold Seal system. And it’s 
transferable. Try matching that anywhere else! 


The AA Seal of Approval. 


It speaks for itself. The Protectol system has it - 
and aims to keep it. You know you'll get the cleaner, surer 
rustproofing from Protectol. 


-~—- ~~ ee 


*Protectol’s growing nationwide - too fast for the Yellow Pages. 
So for full details of your nearest station and our guarantees, 
ask the telephone operator for FREEFONE 5519 

Or clip this coupon and send to Protectol (Rustproofing) Ltd., 
FREEPOST, Galgate, Barnard Castle, Co. Durham DL12 8BG. 

No stamp needed. 
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Name _ 


Definitely the best protection a car can get. 
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Phew ass at a Saar ca rfc one Y 
You have to admire Mazda: hav- 
ing had its fingers badly burned 
when it tried to burst in on the 
European car scene with Some- 
thing Completely Different—the 
ill-fated Wankel rotary engine in 
the Mazda RX3—1it began all over 
again on a much more modest 
basis. Enter a Euro-styled small 
hatchback, the Mazda 323. 

Success was .. . well, modest. If 
the British market didn’t exactly 
swallow-up 323s, at least it didn’t 
spit them out. 

Mazda now moves one rung 
higher on the car-buying ladder: 
its Montrose is a Ford Cortina- 
sized, middleweight family saloon 
with 1600cc and 2litre engine 
options, and, like its little 323 
brother, it concentrates on Euro- 
car styling rather than mechanical 
innovation, with reliability and a 
few in-car novelties thrown in to 
tempt the showroom window- 
shopper—a ploy that has reaped 
rewards for other Japanese car 
makers. 

DRIVE, too, was tempted. We 
walked in, and asked for a 10-day 
test drive in the big one. 


How it goes 

Apart from a loud ‘clonk’ as the 
engine rocked on its mountings, 
the Montrose displayed no signs 
of temperament as it was given the 
spark of life, starting first time 
every time. Surprisingly, Mazda 
sticks with a manual choke—one 
of the better ones—and the 
engine pulls so smoothly from the 
word go that it’s no embarrass- 
ment in early-morning, bumper- 
to-bumper traffic. 

Performance fee/s rather ordin- 
ary, but, when we put it against 
the stopwatch, the car proved to 
be one of the fastest in the 2litre 
class. Not in maximum speed— 
though 10lmph is very respect- 
able—but in acceleration both 
through the gears and in top gear. 

Yes, you may say, that’s chang- 
ing gear at the maximum- 
permitted 6000 revs, with the 
engine howling. But in fact we 
found that, at the limit, the engine 
goes distinctly flat. The Montrose 
goes much quicker if gear changes 
are made at 5500rpm, clipping 
half a second off the 0-60mph 
time and more than a second off 
the 0-7Omph burst, to give the 
figures quoted in our table. It does 
reduce the maximum speeds in the 
intermediate gears from 81, 61 
and 35mph to the figures we show 
on the right, but there is a signal 
lesson for Montrose-owning 
economy’ drivers: change-up 
earlier, be kinder to the engine, 
save fuel .. . and you will go faster. 

The clutch on our car was begin- 
ning to betray signs of its hard- 
testing life, but for the most part it 
was smooth and progressive and 
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still managed to drag the Mont- 
rose up a |-in-3 incline—just. The 
five-speed gearbox is an absolute 
delight, with a nicely weighted 
spring-bias towards the third and 
fourth gears, and strong, precise 
synchromesh that ensures you 
always get the gear you want, even 
in the fastest of changes. The 
ratios are well chosen, and fifth is 
a truly long-legged over-drive 
gear. 

Mazda, like many Japanese car 
makers, remains faithful to recir- 
culating-ball steering. It’s light, 
taking the strain out of low-speed 
manoeuvring, but there’s little 
feel of the road through the 
wheel, and too much twirling to 
do round tight corners. There’s 
also a sloppy, dead feeling around 
the straight-ahead position, mak- 
ing high-speed stability in cross- 
winds a somewhat anxious 
business and giving a_ very 
‘approximate’ feel as you set up 
the car for a corner. No, the Mont- 
rose doesn’t get many votes for 
inspiring handling. 

On the other hand, Japanese 
cars have a clever knack of mak- 
ing you feel,immediately at home 
behind the wheel, and the Mont- 
rose is no exception. The driver's 
seat is adjustable for tilt as well as 
rake, offers good location and 
even has adjustable lumbar sup- 
port—something, however, with 
which we were never altogether 
happy. sae 

Major and minor controls are, 
for the most part, well laid out 
Sara a ES TT 
HOW GOOD 
At-a-glance 


DRIVE’s verdict on the Mazda 
Montrose 2000GLS, taking into 
consideration its rivals, its price 
and what kind of car it’s meant 
to be 


Out of 10 


PERFORMANCE 
BODEGISOO 


FUEL ECONOMY 
80308800 


HANDLING/STEERING 
80@ 


COMFORT/REFINEMENT 
SSOseao 


INTERIOR/BOOT SPACE 
SSO885090 


PASSENGER AIDS 
SO8S600 


DRIVER AIDS 
2833600 


ACCIDENT/INJURY SAFEGUARDS 
SG 36SG3 


RUST RESISTANCE 
380009 


RELIABILITY/EASE OF REPAIR 
66839990 


and work with pleasing precision. 
The righthand steering column 
stalk seems to take rather alot on 
itself, working the washers, 
wipers, headlamp flash and main 
beam and indicators, but it’s 
clearly marked and easy to get 
along with. The instrument pack 
and facia has a seen-it-all-before 
look, but it’s none the worse for 
un-originality; all the information 
is there in clear view. 

There’s a large door mirror with 
(typically Japanese, this) electric 
remote control so that the driver 
can ‘dial’ a view; deep windows 
and screens ensure good visibility; 
the wipers leave few blind spots, 
although they lift off at high 
speeds; and there are powerful 
washers on the powerful head- 
lamps. 


How comfortable 

The Mazda’s ride is a middle-of- 
the-road affair in more ways than 
one. There’s not much cause for 
complaint over the cat’s-eyes of 
reasonably well-dressed roads, 
apart from a mild case of Ford 
Cortina-type ‘hip wriggle’ as you 
pass over changes in surface or 
minor dips; but when the suspen- 
sion is asked to do real work over 
major faults, things do become a 
little flouncy and troubled. For the 
most part, however, jarring jolts 
do not reach occupants. 

Doors open wide, strong door- 
checks ensure that they stay open 
against wind or gradient, and 
there are courtesy-light switches 
on all four to help guide the way in 
at night. But the real surprise of 
the Montrose is reserved until you 
try to find your way out at night: 
leave the lights on after you’ve 
taken the key out of the ignition, 
and, as you open the driver’s door, 
the air is filled with an ethereal, 
tinkling chime that had new 
drivers dancing around like 
ballerina dolls in a music-box! 

On a less musical note, rear- 
footwell entry space could be 
better, and the more-elderly of 
our passengers found the low seat 
cushion a struggle when getting 
out. The back seat is well propor- 
tioned, however, and,. with its 
built-in headrests, is a great place 
to snuggle back and relax. There 
would be room for a cosy three- 
some but for the bulky trans- 
mission tunnel. Knee- and 
legroom is average; headroom is 
generous. 

There are lots of handy odd- 
ments spaces cleverly built-in to 
the Montrose, including a lock- 
able, illuminated glovebox, but all 
tend to be on the small side. The 
good-sized, illuminated,  fully- 
carpeted boot can be opened 
either by key or by an electric 
switch on the facia, but a high sill 
over which luggage has to be 
lifted, and a spare wheel that 
stows under the resultant pile, 
dampened our enthusiasm. 

Mr Average Family-man, with 


MAZDA MONTROSE 2000GLS 


Front engine; 1970cc/4cyl, OHC (chain); 
one twin-venturi carb; QObhp at 4800rpm 
Rear drive: 5 gears; 20.9mph/1000rpm in 
fifth/1 8mph in fourth 

Suspension: front—ind MacPherson 
struts, coil springs, anti roll bar; rear—live 
axle, trailing arms, Panhard rod 

Steering: recirculating ball, 5 turns/ 

313ft circle; 54J wheels, 185/70 SR13 
radials 

Brakes: servoed discs front/drums rear 


Parts/repairs (inc VAT) 

clutch £47.79 (fitting 2.1hr) 

exhaust £67.04 (0.6hr) 

headlamp unit £13.01 (O.3hr) 

front bumper £71.36 (O.9hr) 
laminated windscreen £49.90 (2.6hr) 


oil filter and points £5.67 (O:5hr) 
major service 6000 miles (2.5hr av) 


per year per mile 
Running costs £890 7.14p 
Loss of value N/A N/A 
Total depreciation N/A N/A 
Insurance group ~ provisional 6 


HOW IT COMPARES 


Mazda Montrose 2000GLS 


Colt Sigma ZOOOGLX 
Ford Cortina 2O0OOGL 


Fiat 132 2litre 
Renault 20TS (4-speed) 
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PERFORMANCE curd FUEL 2-star/92 octane min 


overall consumption 294mpg 
effective tank range 265 miles/9gal 


Normal range of consumption 

short Journey, suburban 22mpg 
hard driving, heavy traffic 253mpg 
mixed roads—brisk, 50mph cruising 295mpg 
motorway—/Omph cruising 313mpg 
quiet rural—4Omph cruising 35mpg 
Consumption atsteady speeds _ 4th 5th 
30mph 48 52impg 
56mph 357 373mpg 
7Omph 283 313mpg 
max mph 154 165mpg 
SAFETY CHECKS 0 = factory fitted option 


Maximum speeds : a 
(100) 5 ee 10 20 30 40 60 60 70 80 90100 steering: energy hazard warning: fitted? Yes 


in gears 
% efficiency (ideal car's braking performance falls absorbing? No __ interior: wall padded? No 
max engine speed within central zone—above, too heavy, below, too light) front seats: secure w/screen: laminated? Yes 
used 5500rpm; mounts? Yes doors: crashproof? Yes 
max in top 4200rpm; Fade test pedal pressure needed for 75% stop head restraint? Yes childproof ? Yes 
max in 4th 4900rpm; (ideal car would show no variation) front belts: effective? No petrol: spillproof? Yes 
standing + mile 40lb at start; 40lb in constant use; 42Ib in severe use convenient? Yes brakes: failsafe ? Yes 
18.4sec Watersplash 60lb at first, 2 stops to recover rear belts: fitted? O load sensitive Yes 


SD Fre. AT 1.8 tooo 


FUEL MAXIMUM 30-50MPH OVERALL MAXIMUM TYPICAL STEERING 
CAPACITY OVERALL SPEED BEST BESTSTOP LENGTH LEGROOM LEGROOM  TURNS/ 
(CC) (MPG) (MPH) (SEC) ° _(%q/Ib) (FT/IN) FRONT(IN) REAR(IN) CIRCLE (FT) 


1970 294 101 8.3 4th 93/45 14/1" 404 394 5/31 
1995 271 95 ’ 9.6 4th 100/100 14/2" 40 383 43/343 
1993 Dae 96 10.3 98/95 14/2" 414 33/34 
1995 294 ’ 9.2 ath 100/60 14/5" 393 3/353 
1995 294 ; 10.1 98/50 14’ 10" 423 31/373 


4th—4th gear 


his 1.8 children, is nonetheless 
bound to appreciate a divided rear 
seat that can be folded down com- 
pletely or left in 60-40% portions 
—a brilliant idea by Mazda that 
turns its seemingly-ordinary 
family saloon into a really prac- 
tical and spacious load carrier. 

The car is well equipped with 
creature comforts—there’s a 
good-quality, five-pushbutton 
radio, and a prominent digital 
clock—and yet it can hardly be 
called lavish. There’s no rear foot- 
well heating, for instance, and 
very little warmth finds its way 
under the front seats to take the 
chill off those in the back. The 
heater is a water-valve type that 
takes time to respond to settings, 
but its clearly-marked controls 
and smooth-acting sliders help 
offset other deficiencies. Facia 
vents blow air at a lower tem- 
perature than the footwell outlets, 
and, with practice, it’s possible to 
achieve a cool face/warm feet 
atmosphere for those in the front. 
As in many Japanese cars, there is 
also a recirculating facility to keep 
out other cars’ exhaust fumes 
when you're stuck in traffic. 

We were rather surprised to hear 
one or two facia and trim creaks 
over rough ground—not what we 
expect from a hardy Japanese— 
but body-boom periods are nota 
problem, with but a minor one at 
50mph. Wind noise does tend to 
build up at high speeds, though. 

The light, easy controls and 
flexible engine take the strain out 
of town driving, but parking is 
complicated by not being able to 
see the boot; and, as we say 
earlier, while the low-geared 
steering helps you ease into a 
space, it calls for a lot of wheel- 
twirling on corners. 


How strong 

Our engineers spend a lot of their 
lives under test cars, peering into 
their closed-box sections with 
endoscopes and removing door 
trims to look for rust, and they 
weren't all that impressed by the 
Montrose. Most of the important 
areas had no visible signs of any 
special treatment, and, where 
compound had been applied, it 
was patchy. Instead, Mazda con- 
centrates its efforts on a process 
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called ‘cathodic electro-painting’, 
a system whereby paint is 
attached to the bodyshell by an 
electrical charge, forming, we're 
told, a coat so tough that the use 
of galvanised metals is un- 
necessary. 

That’s as may be, and only time 
will tell; but, until it does, our old- 
fashioned rust hounds are content 
with nothing less than a good 
coating of pve over the entire 
underside, and compound-treated 
box sections. They were impres- 
sed, however, by plastic front- 
wheelarch liners and an absence 
of mudtraps. 

The metallic paintwork on the 
test car was rather disappointing, 
with a pronounced ‘orange peel’ 
effect on most panels and a dull 
finish on the front wings. 

Looking under the bonnet, it’s 
easy to understand how the 
Japanese have earned such a good 
reputation: the attention to detail 
there is a joy to behold and an 
object lesson to all. 


How safe 

Although progressive, the Mont- 
rose’s brakes were too light to 
please our testers—it was all too 
easy to get the front wheels lock- 
ing up and skidding in an emer- 
gency (a classic case of too much 
servo assistance, which may 
impress on first acquaintance). 
Full marks, though, for their 
fade resistance, and for the hand- 
brake’s performance. Watersplash 
recovery was also impressively 
quick. 

Cornering on the limit, the car 
couldn’t put a wheel wrong—no 
matter how hard we tried on the 
test track. Pressed into a bend, the 
nose runs wide, scrubbing off 
speed the faster you try to go; and 
when the throttle is released, it 
simply comes gently back into line. 
Uninspiring, maybe, but very safe. 

Mazda has obviously gone to a 
lot of trouble to minimise the 
aftercrash risk from danger areas 
in the passenger compartment, 
but, like many cars, the Montrose 
falls down due to lack of safety 
padding around the windscreen. 
Drivers who sit well back will find, 
too, that the seatbelt buckle sits 
uncomfortably on the abdomen. 

Rather than having flashing 


lamps on the facia to warn that 
doors aren't closed correctly, the 
Montrose goes for a subtler 
approach: the  courtesy-lamp 
switches are mounted at the rear 
of the doors, so the large interior 
lamp refuses to go out unless they 
are properly shut. 


How much 

Mazda has made it known that it 
intends to keep the Montrose 
price competitive with rivals such 
as the Ford Cortina and Vauxhall 
Cavalier, but DRIVE would be fail- 
ing its readers if it didn’t point out 
that both these cars—in 2litre, 
GL trim—are £300-£500 cheaper 
at the time of putting pen to paper. 
However, it’s not a point we wish 


to labour: the well-equipped 
Montrose is extremely price- 
competitive. 


Mazda dealers are a growing 
breed, but as yet they are still a 
wee bit thin on the ground. The 
‘works’ of the Montrose are so 
straightforward, though, that we 
can’t imagine many garages turn- 
ing down the regular 6000-miles/ 
six-months major-servicing con- 
tract. 

Replacement-parts’ costs and 
labour times are dearer than a 
Cortina’s and typical of an im- 
ported car, but the 2+hr service 
needed every 6000 miles is more 
a reflection of Japanese con- 
servative timing than product 
inadequacy. 

At 295mpg overall, the Mont- 
rose checks in at the top of the 
2litre fuel-economy class, along- 
side the Renault 20TS and Fiat 
132—and it does it all on ‘cheap’ 
2-star fuel: that lazy over-drive 
fifth gear, worth an extra 23mpg 
at 70mph, certainly helps. 


Verdict 

The Mazda Montrose is an 
extremely competent car. It won’t 
excite boy-racers, but family 
motorists looking for practical 
transport, low running costs, the 
promise of superior reliability and 
a bit of luxury-car tinsel will . . . 
well, we were going to say love it, 
but it’s difficult to fall head-over- 
heels about something that has the 
efficiency of a cooker or a fridge. 
It does its job, and that’s it. But 
what more do most people ask? 


o*Kerbweight 21icwt 
overall length 14ft lin 
overall width 5ft 5in 
overall height 4ft 8in 


Everyman panellists Claire Parker 
and Ron Daly were joined by 
Graham Sparkes (left) for the rest 
of this issue’s car testing. Graham 
teaches technical studies at a large 


comprehensive in Basingstoke, 
Hants, and some evenings he swops 
chalk for a toolbox to teach car 
maintenance to adults. After see- 
ing all manner of cars from all 
angles, inside and out, Graham’s 
now a staunch fan of Saab. He 
runs a Saab 95 for its ‘solid 
engineering and comfortable ride’ 
—and its seven seats, which easily 
accommodate his wife, Mary, and 
their three young children. 

While the men in our panel either 
loved or hated the Mazda, 25-year- 
old Claire Parker wasn’t sure— 
for her husband had just bought 
the Montrose’s arch rival. ‘It felt 
as speedy as our new Ford Cortina 
2000,’ said Claire, ‘but I’m con- 
fused by its ride. It felt odd— 
squirmy—and the steering felt 
vague. Then again, our GL doesn’t 
have such an impressive list of 
extras, and the lumbar support 
was good for my long back. Difficult 
to choose between this and a Cor- 
tina GL; maybe if Mazda did an 
estate...’ 

Graham Sparkes solved Claire’s 
confusion. ‘The rear live-axle 
suspension is very unhappy, and it 
makes for poor directional stability. 
I had to keep correcting the steer- 
ing even on the straight. It went 
more like a 1600cc, but it was an 
easy drive, too, with light pedals 
and a positive gear shift. I wouldn’t 
want it, though. It’s only following 
the trend—not setting it.’ 

Ron Daly, 32, found this Oriental 
perversely attractive: ‘It’s as if 
Mazda had dropped a plush new 
body on to old running gear. It’s 
noisy, brash, but comfortable— 
and I liked it, as it reminded me 
of my old Sprite. I liked its solid 
feel, and when I braked into a 
corner the car’s rear felt very keen 
to overtake me, sports-car style. I 
liked that, too. It’s got driver 
appeal, and an attractive price-tag 
as well, so it should appeal to the 
trad sports car owner who needs 
a back seat.’ 

DRIVE professional car tester 
Peter Denayer comments: ‘Ron 
Daly seems to like a challenge, but 
I confess that—like Graham—I 
was disappointed that the Montrose 
had nothing new to offer British 
drivers. Perhaps the Japanese 
say the same about the rival Ford 
Cortina.’ 


Any problems? Whether 


_ they are technical, insurance 
| or legal, DRIVE’s experts can 
help. Write to: Clinic, AA, 
_ Fanum House, Basingstoke, 


Hampshire RG21 2EA 


Outlook: rain in places 

There are two irritating areas of 
my windscreen that aren’t cleared 
of rain, even though I’ve fitted 
two new sets of wiper blades. My 
garage says that the tension of 
the wiper arm is all right, and 
suggests that the cause may be 
deposits on the glass. However, 
I've tried a number of cleaning 
agents to remove them—washing- 
up liquid, window cleaner, white 
spirit, methylated spirit, even AA 
Screen Clean—and none has been 


successful. The problem makes 
me very uneasy about driving in 
the rain. Has Clinic any sugges- 
_ tions?—MISS H DIXON, LONDON W3 


Frankly, you seem to have tried 


_ the things we would have suggested 


—in which case, it would seem 
that there could just possibly bea 
flaw in your windscreen, such as 
very shallow depressions in the 
glass that the wiper blades miss as 
they sweep across. If this is the 
case, the only remedy is drastic: 
have the screen replaced.. Before 


you take this step, however, con- 


tact Triplex, the screen manu- 
facturer. We did, but it said that it 
needs to know more facts than we 
could provide—make of car, model 
and year, and the make of wind- 
screen: it isn't necessarily a 
Triplex product. With more to go 
on, it may be able to offer advice. 


Cut the crackle 

My radio is plagued with annoy- 
ing interference, probably from 
the alternator. I’ve tried fitting a 
suppressor similar to the one on 
my previous car’s dynamo, but 
the crackle persists. Do I need a 
larger-capacity suppressor, and, if 
so, where do I fit it?—B HILLE, 
CARLISLE 
It’s almost certain that your old 
dynamo suppressor had an elec- 
trical value of IMFD; your 
alternator may well need one of 
3MFD (ie, three times more power- 
ful). This should be connected 
between the main output (usually 
thickest) wire and the earth; but 
remember, the main output term- 
inal of an alternator is always 
‘live’, so disconnect the battery 
before working on it. 

You don’t mention the make of 


your alternator, but Lucas units 


have an internal suppressor. If this 


is faulty, you'll need the help of an 
auto-electrician, with a special tool, 
to remove the end cover of the 
alternator. 


Tax return 

Can you tell me how much rebate 
I can expect when surrendering a 
road-fund licence, three months 
of which have expired?—m J 
CANNON, OXFORD 

On an annual (£50) tax disc, the 
rebate is £37.50; ona four-monthly 
(£18.35) disc, the rebate is £4.16. 


Return to sender 

My Chrysler Avenger—an early 
model—had a fuel gauge that 
registered only intermittently, 
so I had my garage fit a new 
gauge. It worked all the time... 
but was unreliable. A second 
garage appeared to solve the 
problem, but, after a while, the 
gauge again became untrust- 
worthy and finally failed. 

Once or twice a year, usually on 
holiday (when the _ weather’s 
hot?), the needle decides to tell a 
story for a while and then gives 
up again. Having spent £20, I’m 
reluctant to spend more money. 
What do you advise?—L GREEN, 
DORKING 
Some early Avengers suffered from 
this problem, which was caused by a 
batch of faulty tank sender units. 


The replacement fitted by the first 
garage (you don't say what the 
second garage did) could well be 
of early manufacture, too, and 
equally faulty. 

To test the sender unit, disconnect 
the wire to the sender and touch it 
to earth. If the gauge needle moves 
fairly quickly to full when the 
ignition is switched on, you need a 
new sender unit. If it doesn’t move, 
the fault lies in either the feed 
wire or the gauge. 


Twist gri 

How is Clinic on motorbikes? 
I’ve just bought an old 350cc 
BSA in really good condition— 
but it has one annoying habit: 
no matter how much I tighten the 
clutch- and brake-lever clamps 
on the handlebars, they keep 
slipping. I’ve tried padding out 
the clamps with insulating tape 
.. . but then there’s not enough 
clearance for the clamps to fit 
the bars. Any ideas?—R N 
SOUTHEY, EDENBRIDGE 

A couple of the older patrol staff 
who used to ride the AA’s motor- 
cycle combinations say that a neat 
trick is to smear the inside of the 
clamps with coarse valve-grinding 
paste before tightening them on to 
the handlebars. This gives enough 
bite to stop the clamps slipping 
without adding to their girth. 


THE AA HELPS 
MOTORISTS OUT 


It’s great to feel you belong. 


OF A LOT OF ‘JAMS: 


For details of membership for you or your friends, complete the inserted reply paid card. 
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To say that the Strada has been 
long-awaited is to speak volumes 
—the market for a Fiat family- 
sized hatchback has been obvious 
since 1971, when the company 
practically invented the super- 
mini in the hatchback shape of its 
127. But, while Volkswagen Golfs, 
Chrysler-cum-Talbot Horizons 
and Renault 14s lured away Fiat- 
minded fathers who just couldn’t 
fit everyone into a super-mini, the 
Italians held their fire. 

Finally, earlier this year, came 
the five-car volley—a mid-sized 
hatchback designed for the 1980s, 
built in 21st-century style by com- 
puters and robots, and called the 
Strada ... or was it the Ritmo? 
While Fiat was still arguing about 
titles, DRIVE borrowed a pre- 
production sample. By the time 
wed completed our 1000 test- 
miles, it had been decided to name 
the new 3—5-door range Ritmo in 
Europe and Strada in Britain. And 
we knew ourselves what to call it. 


How it goes 
The UK Strada is available with 
two engine options—130Icc and 

1498cc, both of which are a 
development of Fiat’s 1118cc 
power unit that first came on the 
scene in the late 1960s to power 
the 128. The larger version that 
DRIVE chose is also to be found in 
Fiat’s little, rip-roaring X1/9 
sports car, although, in the 
Strada’s case, it breathes through 
a single-venturi carburettor. 

After our recent early-morning 
experiences with an X1/9’s auto- 
choke, we were pleased to find 
that the Strada has a good old- 
fashioned manual one. Starting 
was always prompt in the admit- 
tedly warm weather of our test; 
warm-up, bar one or two minor 
flutters, was trouble-free and we 
were able to dispense quickly with 
the smooth-acting choke. 

The tachometer is red-lined at 
6300rpm, and, to get the best 
acceleration times, one mustn’t be 
reluctant to use all of these. Not 
that there’s any real hardship, for 
the engine is super-sweet when the 
tacho-needle is tickling max revs. 
And acceleration times—well, the 
Strada muscles-in at the top of its 
class. Putting its power on the 
test-track tarmac very cleanly for 
a front-wheel drive, it notched up 
0—60mph in 12.4sec, leaving the 
competition up to 4sec and more 
behind. 

Currently, one can buy a Strada 
75 only in CL trim, and the five- 
speed box is a standard part of 
the package. It’s not the most 
positive of gear changes, but at 
least we didn’t get tied up in knots 
the way we occasionally did with 
the X1/9’s. The ratios are well 
chosen, giving a sensible maxi- 
mum in each gear. The clutch is 
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a trifle on the heavy side, and has 
a long travel, but it managed a 
1-in-3 hill without too much fuss. 

The over-drive fifth gear pulls a 
lazy 20.4mph for every 1000rpm, 
but flooring the accelerator still 
produces a very respectable top- 
gear 30—SOmph time of 12.8sec. 
Drop down into fourth, though, 
and this overtaking burst happens 
in an impressive 9.4sec; it will also 
take the Strada briskly up to the 
best maximum speed of just under 
100mph. 

If it were not for the very high 
standards that Fiat itself has set, 
we would probably be reasonably 
happy about the Strada’s steering 
and handling, putting it down as 
slightly above average. But the 
enthusiast who is thinking about 
replacing his Fiat 128 is almost 
certain to be disappointed in the 
way that the Strada has watered 
down the steering’s almost-tele- 
pathic feel of the road. There’s 
more weight to the mechanism, 
too. 

Cornering isn’t as flat, either, 
although the first leanings are 
halted—almost too suddenly— 
before they develop into moderate 
body roll. That said, we are sure 
that red-blooded types will still 
enjoy the Strada’s vice-free hand- 
ling, even if it doesn’t stir their 
adrenalin in the way that Fiat’s 
small family saloons have in the 
past and that Alfasud counter- 
parts still do. 

Speaking of the Alfasud, it would 
be nice if the Strada had a similar 
rake adjustment for the steering 
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HOW GOOD 


At-a-glance 


DRIVE’s verdict on the 

Fiat Strada 75CL, taking 

into consideration its rivals, its 
price and what kind of car it’s 
meant to be 


Out of 10 


PERFORMANCE 
DSVS9CSOO 


FUEL ECONOMY 
899000009 


HANDLING/STEERING 
©8360 


COMFORT/REFINEMENT 
3383086 


INTERIOR/BOOT SPACE 
BSOBSS9 
PASSENGER AIDS 


DRIVER AIDS 
60980600 


ACCIDENT/INJURY SAFEGUARDS 
SSS9SSS290 


RUST RESISTANCE 
65608 


RELIABILITY/EASE OF REPAIR 
OS0eo0 


column: we are sure that would 
overcome our objections to the 
typically Italian, long-armed/ 
short-legged driving position, par- 
ticularly as the seat’s range of 
adjustments are so good. The 
generously proportioned seat 
locates the driver well, but our 
testers complained of back-ache 
after a long day at the wheel. 

Minor controls follow Fiat’s 
usual pattern of three column 
stalks—a good, uncomplicated 
system into which newcomers 
quickly tune, thanks to the clear 
markings and easy reach. A row 
of five twin-barrel switches, 
grouped vertically down the outer 
edge of the instrument panel, take 
care of the minor controls. Again, 
these are clearly marked, but, no 
matter what your height or seat- 
ing position, some are almost 


certain to be masked from view |i 


by the large steering wheel. 


Instruments are all clearly visible } 


Fiat Strada 75CL 5-door 


Price £3989 Ontheroad £4140 


behind a single sheet of non- Be 


reflecting glass. The two main 
dials—a poorly calibrated speedo 


(with trip recorder) and a 
tachometer—are separated by 
fuel and  coolant-temperature 


gauges. On either side of this pack 
is an impressive array of 10 warn- 
ing lamps, plus two blanks. In 
Fiat-style, though, some are a 
little too bright for night driving. 


How comfortable 

No matter how hard manufac- 
turers strive to improve suspen- 
sion systems, there is one thing 
of which you can be sure: some- 
where along the development 
road, they have to strike a com- 
promise between ride and hand- 
ling. Now, DRIVE testers—split 
personalities every one—can sym- 
pathise with this conflict, and, 
while our enthusiast-selves are 
disappointed that the Strada 
doesn’t handle as crisply as the 

128, our family-man halves admit 
that the new car’s softer, more- 
compliant ride is more in tune 
with domestic responsibilities. 
Around town, one could accuse 
the Strada of being a trifle 
knobbly, but never crude or jar- 
ring, and, as speeds increase, it 
levels out very acceptably. 

One or two minor trim creaks 
apart, there’s a well-put-together 
feel about the car. General noise 
levels are low, particularly wind 
noise, which has long been a prob- 
lem for Fiat. Transmission whine 
is audible at low speed, but it’s 
nothing to get worked up about; 
and though the engine note is loud 
at high revs, it’s an efficient, 
enthusiastic sound that doesn’t 
grate. At the other end of the 
scale, idling is sewing-machine 
smooth. 

Getting in and out of the Strada 
is helped by good footwell space 
and doors that open wide, but we 
do wish Fiat would improve those 
flimsy check-links that are next to 
no good at holding the doors open 


FIAT STRADA 75CL 5-DOOR 


Front engine: 1498cc/4cyl, OHC (chain); 
1 Weber single-venturi carb; 75bhp at 
5800rpm 

Front drive: 5 gears; 20.4mph/1000rpm i 
top (16. 9mph/1000rpm in 4th) 
Suspension: front—ind MacPherson struts 
coil springs, anti roll bar; rear—ind 
MacPherson struts, transverse leaf spring 
Steering: rack and pinion, 34 turns/34tt 
circle; 44J wheels, 165/70SR 13 radials 
Brakes: servoed discs front/drums rear 


Parts/repairs (inc VAT) 

clutch £43.42 (3.7hr) 

exhaust £56.03 (O.9hr) 

headlamp unit £12.17 (O.2hr) 

front bumper £62.08 (0.65hr) 
laminated windscreen £73.96 (O.8hr) 


oil filter and points £5.18 (O.5hr) 
major service 12,000 miles (2.3hr av) 


per year per mile 
Running costs £773.47 6.44p 
Loss of value £465 4.04p 
Total depreciation £1630 13.58p 


Insurance group 4 (provisional) 


HOW IT COMPARES 


Fiat Strada 75CL 5-door 

Austin Allegro 1500 estate : 
Talbot Sunbeam 1.6 GL 
VW Golf GLS 1460 
Volvo 343 DL manual 


PERFORMANCE 
3.6 57 83 12.4 17.2 
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: 3 405 6 
Acceleration through gears from rest (sec) 
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Top-gear acceleration (sec). Fourth-gear times in brackets 


3 (95) 5 Maximum speeds 


) 
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BOs '60) 


70 80 


90 100 


FUEL 4-star/97 octane min 
overall consumption 36mpg 
effective tank range 360 miles/1Ogal 


Normal range of consumption 

hard driving, heaw traffic 3impg 
short journey, suburban 31mpg 
motorway—/Omph cruising 344mpg 
mixed roads—brisk, 50mph cruising 36mpg 
quiet rural—4Omph cruising 422mpg 
Consumption at steady speeds —_ 4th 5th 
30mph 53mpg 55mpg 
S6mph 394mpg__433mpg 
7Omph 3lampg _34;mpg 
max mph 203mpg__223mpg 


SAFETY CHECKS 


steering: energy 


hazard warning: fitted? Yes 


p . : 
he sich % efficiency (ideal car's braking performance falls absorbing? No interior: well padded? No 
max engine speed within central zone—above, too heavy, below, too light) front seats: secure w/screen: laminated? Yes 
used 6300rpm; : ; mounts? Yes doors: crashproof? Yes 
5700rpm in 4th Fade test pedal pressure needed for 75% stop head restraint? Yes childproof? Yes 
2 4 max in top 4650rpm; (ideal car would show no variation) front belts: effective? Yes petrol: spillproof? No 
standing + mile 40lb at start; 35lb in constant use; 40lb in severe use convenient? Yes brakes: failsafe? Yes 
18.5sec Watersplash immediate recovery rear belts: fitted? Yes load sensitive? No 
FUEL MAXIMUM 30-50MPH OVERALL MAXIMUM TYPICAL STEERING 
ON-ROAD CAPACITY OVERALL SPEED O-—60MPH INTOP BESTSTOP LENGTH LEGROOM LEGROOM ~~ TURNS/ 
PRICE (£) (CC) (MPG) (MPH) (SEC) (SEC) (% g/\Ib) (FT/IN) FRONT(IN) REAR (IN) CIRCLE (FT) 
4140 1498 36 97 12.4 9.4 (4th) 100/60 12a 393 381 31/34 
4118 1485 344 92 16.2 11.5 (4th) 87/50 12’ 114" 40 394 34/344 
3743 1600 333 95 13.9 OA FR RIO 40 ar a LE 8 2 ARS LE RS 
— 1457 341 96 12.8 10.9 100/50 12’ 24" 39” a7 31/323 
4115 1397 321 88 16.4 12.8 100/70 13°9S? A414 40 41/293 
4th—fourth gear 
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on a hill or in any sort of a wind. 

Rear knee- and leg-room is good, 
even with the front seats set right 
back, and there’s space for a cosy 
threesome. We liked the backrest 
angle, but the flat cushion had us 
wriggling uncomfortably after a 
few miles. 

The tailgate opens wide on twin 
gas struts, with elastic straps (we 
wouldn’t give much for their life 
expectancy) lifting the rear parcels 
shelf/canopy as it rises. Boot space 
is reasonable, but not over- 
generous. Increasing the load 
height is easy—just remove the 
canopy. Now find somewhere to 
put it—that’s the difficult bit: it’s 
one of those that doesn’t fold 
down or lie flat on the boot floor. 

Drivers who are more interested 
in carrying luggage than people 
can fold down the rear seat’s 
back; in the case of the 75CL, only 
half need be folded down, making 
this version extremely versatile 
and practical. First, you have to 
grapple between the backrest and 
cushion to find a plastic loop, and 
give it a fair old tug to pull the 
cushion forward. A word of warn- 
ing: there were spiteful sharp 
edges, hidden out of sight on our 
car, that drew blood. The trigger 
that releases the backrest is much 
safer and more convenient. 

Oddments space inside the car is 
large in number but mean in 
size, so much so that it’s difficult 
to find somewhere to put the 
handbook. Still, creature com- 
forts set a high standard—tinted 
glass, stereo radio, rear screen 
pillar lamps, complemented by a 
fully trimmed interior. 

Heating provisions are compro- 
mised by some rather strange 
controls. Instead of the usual 
slide, there is a dial-a-temperature 
control that, in our car, was so 
stiff that it was effectively impos- 
sible to achieve the desired setting. 
And the distribution control was 
similarly afflicted, making it diffi- 
cult to direct the warmth. Things 
quickly became stuffy, and the 
fresh-air provisions proved dis- 
appointingly inadequate. 


How strong 

Italian cars have the reputation of 
living happy if short lives, with the 
main reason for their premature 
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conscious of this, has been busy 
in recent years trying to stop the 
rot with special primer dips, pvc 
sealant, front wheelarch liners 
and wax-injected box sections. 
Usually, it makes a pretty good 
job of it, too, apart from box- 
section waxing that’s sometimes 
hit but more often miss. 

Wise old men of the industry say 
that, unless a car is properly 
designed and put together, you 
ain’t gonna stop the rot for long, 
no matter how much time and 
effort you spend on protection. 
Well, Fiat has decided it’s all to 
do with the human factor, so it has 
largely done away with humans 
and replaced them with a team of 
robots called Robogate. Is this the 
answer to the dreaded Friday car? 
Only time will tell. 

Those large plastic bumpers that 
tend to swamp the front and rear 
ends may not look particularly 
elegant, but they should protect 
the car against minor nudges. It’s 
a pity that Fiat chose to finish 
them in grey, though, for they are 
almost impossible to keep clean. 


How safe 

Brake-pedal travel is rather long 
and spongy—a little disconcerting 
for the new Strada driver, but it 
makes no difference to the good, 
even response all the way up to the 
excellent 100°,-plus best-stop at a 
sensible 60lb pedal pressure. It 
seems Fiat has at last learned that 
the best servo-assisted systems 
don’t stand cars on their noses at 
featherweight pedal loads. In 
really arduous use, we were able 
to induce fade, but recovery was 
prompt. 

Cornering stability on the limit 
is impressive, too. The nose of the 
car runs progressively wide on 
fast corners, with the tyres scrub- 
bing off excess speed, and it 
returns to a tighter line imme- 
diately and undramatically when 
the driver backs off the accelera- 
tor. 

Injury-prevention features 
include inertia-reel seatbelts front 
and rear and a laminated wind- 
screen—good in this market sec- 
tor. Interior padding impressed, 
too, only failing to get a ‘yes’ in 
our safety checks because of a 


demise being rust. Fiat, obviously 


lack of padding on the windscreen 


pillars. 


How much 

Like most manufacturers, Fiat 
takes fuel consumption very 
seriously nowadays. Besides 
improving overall engine 
efficiency, it is also going in for 
higher gearing and that five-speed 
gearbox. It’s not all sales chat, 
either—it really works: our 36mpg 
overall is extremely impressive. 
We doubt if many drivers will ever 
get below 30mpg. 

Parts prices, though higher than 
British counterparts’, are reason- 
able by European-car standards. 
The warranty is for 12 months, 
unlimited mileage, with a further 
12 months/24,000 miles on most 
major components. There’s also 
two-year cover against bodywork 
corrosion, and first-year member- 
ship of a certain motoring organi- 
sation... 

Considering the Strada’s specifi- 
cation and high level of standard 
equipment—probably the best in 
its class—it is very competitively 
priced. Insurance seems destined 
to fall into Group 4, which is 
about average, and the highish 
depreciation figures have been 
worked out on a Fiat 128 because 
the Strada is so new. 


Verdict 

DRIVE is reluctant to comment on 
a car’s styling, unless, of course, it 
hampers efficiency in some way: 
beauty, after all, is in the eye of the 
beholder. We must admit, however, 
that one tester was moved to ask 
how on earth he could be expected 
to drive round in something look- 
ing like that . . . although, after 
1000 miles, he said it really didn’t 
look too bad after all. 

The Strada is a fine car in many 
respects. Not so exciting as its 
forerunner 128, it’s nonetheless a 
better all-rounder and a_ class 
leader in performance, economy 
and equipment—not bad for any 
car. 

If Fiat’s robots successfully over- 
come the Italian problem of rust 
and reliability, even our beauty- 
minded tester might seriously con- 
sider putting his own money on it. 
Perhaps beauty is in the wallet 
of the beholder... 


All measurements in inches 


kerbweight 184cwt 
overall length 12ft 11in 
overall width 5ft 5in 
overall height 4ft 7in 


The Everyman panel had all seen 
what must rate as the best car 
advertisement ever on British TV, 
and were looking forward to the 
car ‘built by robots’. 

‘I don’t like the shape,’ said 
housewife Claire Parker, ‘but I 
have to admit the car’s bigger 


inside than out—it has masses of 


luggage space. I didn’t get on with 
the five-speed gearbox very well— 
I got fifth when I wanted third. 
The brakes and roadholding were 
good, though I didn’t feel that the 
car liked to be driven hard, and it 
was an effort for me—the handling 
felt twitchy. The door locks are 
odd, too, their green/red colour- 
coding works the wrong way round. 


I thought I was going to love the 


Strada, but it isn’t that nice.’ 

‘I don’t like the shape, either,’ 
said technical studies teacher 
Graham Sparkes. ‘It’s obviously 
aerodynamic, but I don’t like the 
plastic bits front and back. It was 
reasonable to drive, though I 
expected it to be quicker. You 
could get it going, but it was 
noisy, with a high-pitched whine 
that I couldn’t trace. I didn’t like 
the gear change—it was a bit like 
a Maxi’s, and that’s terrible. I 
found the ride rather rough, too. It 
was continually bumping and 
vibrating, and on the motorway it 
was very noisy—certainly noisier 
than it should have been. Under the 
bonnet, everything was very well 
set out, and I wouldn’t have to pay 
a garage to look after it for me.’ 

Air-traffic controller Ron Daly 
plans to sell his VW Golf, and 
the Italian car is a potential re- 
placement. ‘Unfortunately, I don’t 
think the Strada has the driver 
appeal of my Golf. It felt twitchy 
on straight roads, but going round 
corners was no problem. It didn’t 
feel as safe as my Golf, and the 
steering was too heavy. I had 
troubles with the dials—the rev 
counter and speedometer are too 
similar—and the facia is horrible, 
too plasticky. When I opened the 


door the catch fell off in my hand. | 


The Strada’s comfortable, but it 
doesn’t have a Golf’s sparkling 
performance—and that’s important 
to me. Would I buy it? I'll have to 
stay uncommitted until I’ve tried 
the Renault 14 and Volvo 343.’ 

DRIVE car tester Peter Denayer 
comments: ‘Test figures indicate 
that the Strada can be as quick as 
a Golf GLS 1460, and, once you’re 
used to its initial dive into corners, 
it is very stable, too.’ 
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SUPER SPEED AIR PUMP 


Just 
plug the 
Super 
Speed into 
your Car’s 
cigar lighter 
socket or 
connect it toa = 
12 volt DC car or boat 
battery. It’s as simple as that! 
This ingenious mini-compressor will 
inflate an airbed or dinghy in minutes; top up 
car and caravan tyres in seconds. (max rec. pressure 45 psi) 
It comes complete with rubber hose and locking 
valve-connector, high pressure and cone adaptors, 
and 12 volt power lead and plug — all stowed 
neatly inside a durable, hinged cosine measuring 
only 8% in x 5 in x 21 in! 


‘No-nonsense’ 
peer sues 

ff you’re not 
absolutely satisfied 
with your Super 
Speed, simply return 
it to us in good 
condition within 14 
days. We promise 
you a full refund 
— and no questions 
asked. 
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afford to be without ;_ WW —— Dispatch gut Divect Hl FREEPOST (no stamp required) 
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T HIT car sales in Britain with t 

of a hurricane. Born of petr 
and shortages, increasing price 
pumps and the prospect of high 
the ‘wind of change’ whistled thro 
market-place in the first two mon 
this summer, leaving dazed and gasp 
motorists and car dealers in its wake. 

Yet it all began so differently: as a strong 
June trade wind, in fact, that was to 
break every record in sight. New-car 
sales positively leapt—up by 51% on 
June 1978, and 29% better than the 
previous all-time June high of-1972. But 
then the storm broke, and, as one by one 
the blows came, sales of new cars in July 
(always a bad time, with the new 
registration suffix just around the corner) 
plummeted. The month’s figures were the 
lowest of any July for at least 10 years. 

In August, traditionally the best month 
of the year, there was still turbulence: 
new-car sales were down almost 14% on 
August 1978. Nonetheless, with motorists 
learning to live with the higher cost of 
petrol, there were signs that things were 
beginning to stabilise... 

But the truth is that the upheaval affect- 
ing new models has been nothing com- 
pared to what has happened on the used- 
car scene, where sales outstrip those of 
new cars by an estimated 4+ to |. Life 
there is by no means back to normal. And 
a nationwide straw-poll carried out by 
DRIVE among secondhand-car dealers 
and agents suggests that it will be some 
time yet before this market recovers. 

The used-car sector is not buoyed by 
company-fleet purchases, which account 
for 65% of all new-car registrations. It 
is on its own, and currently struggling to 
stay afloat because of lack of demand 
for cars over 2litres, and a continuing 
shortage of good secondhand models 
coming on to the market. 

Both are hangovers from the bomb- 
shells of mid-year. Bigger-engined cars 
are suddenly unpopular; and since the 
petrol crisis, private owners of small cars 
are holding on to them for longer. The 
result is that the number of high-mileage, 
ex-fleet vehicles on the used-car market 
has increased out of proportion, and 
sought-after, low-mileage economy 
models are rare. 

The problem is magnified because of the 
Save It quest for economical perform- 
ance which, in the case of some models, 
is causing demand to outpace supply by 
3 to 1. Among other things, this is 
triggering... 

Panic buying. Motorists are falling over 
themselves to trade-in 2litre-plus models 
for smaller cars. Even owners of middle- 
of-the-road family saloons are changing 
to the next size down. 

Cost parity Big, luxury models that— 
new—cost at least twice as much as 
family saloons are being offered for the 
same price as small cars, simply because 
it’s the only way that traders can move 
them. For the same reason, even brand- 
new big cars are sometimes being sent to 
auction. 
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CAR SALES 


Long queues With inevitable delivery 
delays, as manufacturers fight a losing 
battle to keep up with orders for economy 


models, many potential new-car cus- 
tomers are trying to avoid the wait by 
buying secondhand instead. 

Even greater pressure The ranks of new- 
car buyers ‘going secondhand’ are being 
swelled further because of the widening 
price-gap between new and used models. 

Worse, as the DRIVE study shows, amid 
the panic-buying, caution is_ being 
thrown to the wind. Says Martin Rigney, 
managing director of the Sheffield branch 
of Promotacar, a sort of used-car estate 
agency: ‘We’ve had people phoning up 
offering cash for 1972 Minis, and firming- 
up a sale without even looking at them.’ 

In fact, the Mini isn’t the car attracting 
most secondhand buyers. That distinction 
belongs to the 1.3 and 1.1 variants of the 
Ford Escort—as the waiting-list at the 
London-based Computacar sales organis- 
ation amply demonstrates. At the last 
count, the 290 Escorts on its files were 
being chased by 1000 clients. 

Two-thirds of 30 used-car outlets 
quizzed by DRIVE in a round-Britain poll 
declare that the Escort is the car most in 
demand. All give the same reason: it 
spells economy without sacrificing room 
—‘the ideal compromise’, as some 
dealers put it. 

But is it? Certainly, according to cal- 
culations based on the latest DRIVE 
Index of Motoring Costs, motorists 
are kidding themselves if they 
believe that it is especially cheap 
to run. As the table shows (see 
page 34), on the evidence of 
Owners’ experiences in the 12 
months ending June 1979, the Escort 
1.1 has running costs that areamong 
the highest inthe ‘popular’-car bracket. 
The 1.3 version doesn’t fare too well, 
either: it’s more than half as expensive 
again to run as a Vauxhall Chevette. 

According to some dealers, today’s real 
secondhand bargains are to be found 
among the big, luxury cars. Mike 
Richardson, managing director of British 
Car Auctions, says: ‘Small models are 
holding their values, but executive-type 
cars are going for well under list-price.’ 
To prove his point, he quotes recent BCA 
sales -of ~.aee977+ Ford --Fiestax1977 
Renault 30TS and 1977 Citroen CX2400 


Pallas. The Fiesta (normal secondhand 
retail price, £1950) was knocked down 
for £1750; the Renault and the Citroen 


(which before the fuel crisis would have — 
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sold for more than £4000) went for £2000 | 


and £2250, respectively. 


‘This is typical of what’s happening at 


the moment,’ Richardson goes on. ‘In 
addition, a 1976 Peugeot 604 has gone 


for more than £2000 under list, and a 


1977 Daimler Sovereign £3500 under.’ 
Dealers also report a staggering drop 


in big-car prices in the new-vehicle sector. 
Malcolm Bohm, who owns Blackford 
Bridge Used Car Show, at Bury, Lancs, © 
says that recently he was offered a Ford — 
Granada Ghia 2.8 estate for £1000 under — 


normal retail. And even brand-new 1.6 
Ford Cortinas, he says, are being put 


through auctions .. . and, complete with — 
full, 12-month warranties, are going for 


£300 below list-price. 


This is a surprise, because before the 
crisis new Cortinas were being sold at 


auctions for above list-price because of 
demand and delivery delays. Says Bohm: 
‘The turnabout can only be the result of 
dealers feeling the pinch, and doing 
anything to stimulate cash-flow.’ 


BCA’s Mike Richardson firmly believes — 
that motorists who take advantage of the — 


good current prices of big cars will find 
that the models will appreciate in value 
next year: ‘Once the public accepts the 
price of petrol, luxury cars will again 
begin to move, and their asking-price 
will increase accordingly. In my view, 
the buyers of that Peugeot 604 and 
Daimler Sovereign will be quids in.’ 

Both models are in fact among the 10 
least in demand at the moment in the 
used-car market. Pinpointed by the 
DRIVE survey, these are: / Jaguar, 
2 Ford Granada and 
Mercedes-Benz, 4 
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Renault 30, Peugeot 604 and Rover 3.5, 
3 Daimler Sovereign. 5 Lancias. and 
Citroen CX, 6 BMWs. 

Isn’t there a danger that advice to ‘buy 
big’ is just panicky sales talk from the 
trade? Well, perhaps not if the experience 
of the 1973 fuel crisis is any guide. Then, 
too, there was little difference in price, 
on the used-car market, between small 
family cars and executive models. But 
six months later, when things returned to 
‘normal’, motorists who had _ bought 
bigger cars found that they had depreci- 
ated far less, if at all, than medium and 
small models. And the amount that the 
other cars had depreciated came to far 
more than the difference in cost of the 
extra petrol consumed. 

‘Depreciation is the biggest single loss- 
factor,’ confirms Mark Smith, of Mark 
Smith Autosales, Nottingham. ‘Petrol, 
even at today’s prices, is a fleabite in 
comparison.’ 

However, if you are tempted to go 
against the trend and search-out a luxury 
car—don’t leave it too long. Prices are 
rising slowly, and the chances are that 
already you'll have to shop around and 
be prepared to haggle... 

Another unusual effect of the crisis this 
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time around is that the ‘old banger’ 
market has, if anything, declined. ‘We’ve 
not done anywhere near the same amount 
of business in cheap oldies since petrol 
went up, says Mike Richardson. ‘The 
whole game has gone crazy. A 1974 
Cortina in a banger sale recently went 
for nearly the same price as a 1976 Cor- 
tina in the regular auction next door on 
the same day. I can only think that buyers 
are worried about the possibility of 
saddling themselves with excessive 
unmanageable repair costs.’ 

The majority of dealers surveyed appear 
to confirm this. The most common 
prices being paid for used cars, they 
report, are £1000-£1500, and £1500- 
£2000; and 3 to S-year-old cars are in 
greatest demand. 

But because of the difficulty of getting 
hold of the cars that are in most demand, 
and at the right price, many dealers have 
fallen on hard times. A typical lament 
comes from GW Motors, of Teddington, 
Middx: ‘The money people are asking 
for cars is now so high that profit margins 
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are becoming harder to maintain. The 
majority aren’t even prepared to sell. 
Motorists are becoming increasingly 
aware of what smaller cars are worth, 
and just how much it could cost them to 
change. Their attitude seems to be: 
“Better the devil you know, than the 
devil you don’t.””’ 

Says Brian Lawrence, owner of Brian 
Lawrence Motors, south-west London: 
‘It’s a vicious circle. With main dealers 
selling fewer new cars, it follows that 
there are fewer trade-ins about. The 
sluggishness is being experienced ll 


down the line.’ 

Just how sluggish things are can be 
assessed by the report of Jones Bros, of 
Chipping Sodbury, Avon. Sales manager 
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GOING GOING GONE 

Anthony Harrison says: ‘We had a 
summer sale in which we took £100 off 
everything. Since then, we’ve removed 
the “‘sale’’ signs but maintained the 
reductions, yet still we’re finding it tough 
to attract buyers. 

‘We are keeping prices at pre-VAT 
increase levels. We daren’t charge more, 
and I shouldn’t think that anyone else in 
the trade can.’ 

Some dealers, like Malcolm Bohm, are 
finding things so difficult that they are 
considering closing down. Says Bohm: 
‘What with the rise in VAT and the 
almost-impossible prospect of finding 
stock that will sell, ’'ve been forced to put 
my company up for sale. In my 15 years, 
I’ve never known things to be so bad.’ 

If many others follow suit, the Office of 
Fair Trading may look forward to 
working overtime. Says Richardson: ‘I 
can see a lot of dealers moving out of 


industrial strife, with its threat of forcing 
down spending, and of further petrol- 
price increases. October’s income tax cuts 
will be largely nullified by the VAT 
increase, they believe, so the only ray of 
hope, slender as it seems, is that the Chan- 


cellor will not carry out his threat of extra 
taxation on company cars. The advantage 
of this would be an uninterrupted supply 
of ex-fleet cars coming on to the used 
market, and the chance that more people 

continued on page 64 


See how they run... 
This table, based on the 
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Enjoy a weekendat 
a Rank Hotel in London 
from only £24 


Or in Bristol or Maidstone for only £2750+ 


We have five major hotels in London-the Athenaeum, 
Royal Garden, Royal Lancaster, The Gloucester and The 
White House. All are centrally located and well appointed 

and each room has a private bathroom, telephone, 
radio and colour television. We also have the 
Unicorn Hotel in Bristol and The Great Danes 
Hotel near Maidstone. 


Prices quoted include two nights accommodation 
(Friday, Saturday or Sunday), two full English 
breakfasts, service charge and VAT. Also at the 
Unicorn and Great Danes hotels lunch or 
dinner each day. 
*Per person sharing twin-bedded room at 
The White House. Details of reductions for 
children, single room supplements and 
supplementary charges for the other 
hotels are available on request. 


tPer person sharing twin-bedded room 
in the Unicorn or Great Danes hotels. 


Call 01-937 0088/9 
Or send NOW for brochure to: 


~, Rank Hotels 


Inclusive Travel Dept., 
51 Holland Street, London W8 7JB. 


Please send me your iain rr: T 
‘Holiday Weekends’ brochure 


REMEMBER WHEN 
PROMENADE DES ANGLAIS 
HAD EVERYTHING EXCEPT 
A NEW LUXURY HOTEL? 


Now this world-famous boulevard has the lively 
new Hyatt Regency Nice. A sybarite’s hotel, with its 


face turned to the sea, its roof-top pool warmed 
by the southern sun, and its private terraces 


caressed by Mediterranean 
breezes. With 355 rooms, 


gourmet restaurant, sauna 


and massage, and most NOW 
convenient indoor parking. THERE'S 
Definitely Nice’s nicest HYATT 


and newest! 


i 
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HYATT REGENCY NICE 


223 Promenade des Anglais 06000 Nice, France 
Telephone: (93) 83.91.51 Telex: 461635 


PREMIERE SEASON 


In the United Kingdom: (01) 242-9964 
gets you Hyatt world-wide and toll-free. 
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You 
life 


AA Pacesetter gives excellent life 
protection for the family man or woman, for 
as little as £2 a month. A sensible inflation. 
guard helps to maintain cover and premiums 
qualify for tax relief.-In fact you get high 
cover at minimum cost. For example... 


A man aged 30 can obtain life cover of 
£15,637 by paying just £2 a month. 


bcd sum. sia e can 
Special increasi 
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Your ff 
pension 


AA Retirement Supersaver is planned 
specially for the self-employed and everyone 
in non-pensionable jobs. It gives maximum 
tax-free income on retirement — at age 60 
to 75 — and your contributions qualify for 
tax relief at the ss rate you poy Like: 
this, perhaps . 


A man aged 35 contributes £20 
(£14.00 after tax Follet), At aes etires 


me 
our free . 
etails @ 


Hampshire RG21 1BL. 


Please send me folders on the AA 
Insurance schemes | have ticked: 


Snip off this 
coupon and post 

it in an unstamped 
envelope addressed to: 


[_] Pacesetter 
[_] Ten-Year Supersaver 
[_] Retirement Supersaver 


Name 
Address 


Date of birth 
Occupation 


Insurance 
Services 


Likely monthly investment 
203 | 


OOK UNDER the bonnet of a Citroen 

CX, and you may well be tempted to 
think the firm’s motto is: ‘Why be difficult 
when, with a little more effort, you can be 
impossible.’ 

The question for secondhand buyers is: 
do CX-owners neglect the works for fear 
of a garage bill that resembles their phone 
number? It was a thought that interested 
Computacar, too—the London-based 
used-car-directory service. With its help, 
we set out to pick a winner for two Citroen 
CX prospectors... 

Joe Roberts, a 34-year-old designer from 
Birmingham, had decided that a CX would 
give him, as he put it, ‘superior motoring’. 
Joe had been running an Audi 80L for the 
last four years and had nothing but praise 
for it. But, with 60,000 miles on its clock, 
he decided that he wanted something dif- 
ferent, with perhaps more of a ‘touch of 
gracious living’. 

Glyn Evans is a 29-year-old, Hendon- 
based company director who knows all 
about cars that are different—he owns an 
AMC Pacer, first UK-registered in 1975... 
and you won’t find that hunk of American 
heavy metal in our used-car price guide. 
His wife runs a reliable Renault 16TS, 
and he thought that, by sticking with the 
French, he would find similar virtues in 
a Citroen CX. 


The Search in the Midlands 
Joe soon found out that CXs were as hard 
to find as they were to sell. A company 


_ executive whom Joe met on his rounds 


told him that his firm had been trying, 
without success, to off-load a director’s 
CX2000—a 1977, R-registered model that 
had been on offer at £3000. The local 
Citroen dealer would offer only £1200; 
would Joe be interested in buying it for 
£1650... with the exhaust blown? 

A bargain? Well, it certainly looked 
cheap, but could there be greener grass 
round the corner? Joe decided to play the 
field and set off to see a CX2400—a 1976, 
P-registered car with 48,000 miles clocked 
up, being offered privately for £1500. 

This one had the luxury touch of electric 
windows, but it didn’t have the 2000’s 
power steering. ‘It would have killed me 
driving that car for long in town traffic,’ 
Joe moaned. “The bodywork was poor, 
too, with rust spots all over the place.’ He 
decided to go back to square one, but this 
time with DRIVE along for the ride. So how 
about a CX for £1650...? 

Second Opinion 

Yes, the exhaust pipe had gone, agreed 
AA engineer Bernard Tasker. ‘The whole 
system needs replacement . . . and it could 
be an expensive business.’ 

Tasker pressed on. An odd noise from the 
engine area was tracked down to the 
water-pump belt’s jockey pulley that had 
seized completely, causing the belt to 
become very warm indeed. With this in 
mind, he was reluctant to run the engine 
for long, but, apart from very noisy valve 
gear, the engine seemed sound. 

On the road, severe clutch slip didn’t 
help, and the squeal from the rear brakes 
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told Tasker that one at least was devoid of 
friction material—this was metal rubbing 
on metal. Less serious was a steering pull 
to the right, probably curable by a simple 
wheel-alignment adjustment. 

‘At the asking price of £1000 below 

“book” retail,’ admitted Tasker, ‘it does 
have its attractions, but Mr Roberts might 
need a fair proportion of his “‘saving” to 
right the wrongs. And that timing chain 
noise could get worse...’ 
Tasker and Roberts decided to keep 
looking, and a search of local-press classi- 
fied advertisements turned up a 1976, 2200 
Super on the forecourt of a Citroen agent, 
with a price-tag of £2795—more than 
Roberts could really afford. The garage 
did offer to knock off £95, but only if there 
was no part-exchange. 

Roberts was not impressed: ‘Apart from 
having 45,000 on the clock and no power 
steering, the bodywork and interior were 
in shocking condition. | 
Second Opinion 
Parts of the car had indeed been repainted, 
and not all its damage had been repaired, 
either. The overall appearance was 


described by Tasker as ‘poor’, while the 
bonnet was ‘very poor’. 

Mechanically, conceded Tasker, the car 

wasn’t too bad, but a badly worn nearside 
front tyre suggested an alignment prob- 
lem, as was confirmed by a pull to the left 
during the road test. Slight play in the 
steering rack would undoubtedly have 
meant a new rack in the not-too-distant 
future—not a cheap item. Performance 
was poor, and there was a misfire. 
Joe went back for his director’s car at the 
bargain price. But it’s one thing to content 
yourself with the thought of saving cash; 
it’s another to lay it all out for garage bills. 

His first bill came to £170 plus VAT to 
replace the exhaust, service the car and 
replace the brake shoes. Joe couldn’t 
afford a clutch replacement—that would 
be another £100—or the new tyre. Such 
‘non-essential’ repairs would have to wait. 


The Search in the South 
Glyn Evans set his sights rather higher 
than Joe, earmarking £5000—£6000 for his 
new car and enrolling the help of Com- 
putacar to find him a CX Prestige. He dis- 
covered, however, that buying was only 
half of his problem: he was offered what 
the trade calls ‘funny money’ for his Pacer. 
With AA engineer Laurie Pirie alongside, 
first stop was an Austin Morris dealer- 
ship in north Surrey, where a 22,000-mile, 
S-registered Prestige was on offer at £5995. 
Said Glyn: ‘The salesman—who turned 


out to be the sales manager—was indif- 
ferent, to put it mildly, and could hardly 
bring himself to answer our questions. 

‘When I asked about warranty, he 
eventually grunted in monosyllables that I 
would get a year on “certain parts’’. If 
there was no part-exchange, he would 
replace the worn tyres and send the car to 
a Citroen dealer for aservice. He wouldn’t 
touch the body defects.’ 

Second Opinion 

Although the bodywork looked good, 
patches on both nearside wings had been 
resprayed and the nearside front wing had 
been dented—about £70-worth of repairs 
needed, and the metallic paint would be 
hard to match. The windscreen was start- 
ing to crack at the bottom righthand 
corner; being both tinted and laminated, 
this would be a very expensive replace- 
ment indeed. 

The interior was smart, but the pocket on 
a rear door had been almost torn off by 
passengers using it as a door pull, seat-trim 
studs were loose, and the gear-lever gaiter 
was hanging off. The bonnet-release arm 
was no longer fastened to the pivot. 

The salesman took our twosome for a 
test run—despite an illegal tyre—and Pirie 
got out thinking that new disc pads would 


be needed soon, and that valve noise indi- © 


cated a need for tappet adjustment. 

Pirie’s verdict? Tyres, brakes and water 

leaks needed instant attention; body 
damage and cracked windscreen counted, 
too. But, drop the price a little, do these 
repairs and, with the year’s warranty, the 
vehicle could be fairly attractive. 
A second CX Prestige was tracked down 
in central London—a black company car 
with 13,500 miles to its credit. This 1978 
model was priced at £5500 and the sellers 
promised to put right any faults our 
inspector found—on the face of it, a 
generous Offer. 

Glyn thought that this car looked tattier 
than the first, but it was £500 cheaper. 
That’s £500-worth of problem-solving. 
Second Opinion 
Underbonnet, things were grim—and 
grimy. The coolant level was dangerously 
low, with a leak where the top hose joined 
the block; the alternator was loose and 
vibrated when the engine ran; engine oil 
was dirty, and the tappets were noisy; and 
bearings in the cooling fan were making 
expensive noises. 

Engine harshness was diagnosed as worn 
crankshaft bearings. If the big-end bear- 
ings were on the way out, then an owner 
would need an understanding bank 
manager. More likely, thought Pirie, the 
harshness could be from over-advanced 
ignition timing. 

A typical company car, said Pirie—rather 
neglected and in need of attention. It 
carried the scars of a central London run- 
about, but the price meant it could well be 
a worthwhile buy. 

There was now just one big problem: 
Britain didn’t seem to want a Pacer at any 
price. But Glyn had heard that Con- 
tinental buyers were keener. He decided 
to book a ferry... ROBERT OXFORD 
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Are Citroens big lemons? 


SECONDHAND REVIEW SPOT CHECKS: CITROEN CX SERIES Ei iis 


Bodywork There are no areas of 
CX bodies that are especially 
prone to rust, thanks to the 
usually sound protection of the 
standard Tectyl treatment. Paint- 
work at the base of doors and 
front valances should be checked 
for stone-chipping, however, and 
the stainless-steel trim can start 
corrosion where it meets the body. 
Like all metallic-paint finishes, 
the CX’s is difficult to match; of 
course, this also means that a 
>secondhand buyer can usually 
‘identify accident damage by signs 
of alocal respray. Look into head- 
lamps: condensation can damage 
lenses, and replacements are 
expensive. Watch out for a 
‘milky’ windscreen—a sign of 
moisture in the lamination. On 
rare occasions, water seeps in 
through the roof-mounted aerial: 
check headlining for stains. 

Engine A well-developed, robust 
unit; make general checks for 
abnormal noises and oil leaks, 
but valve gear is usually trouble- 
free. A puddle of oil on the gear- 
box could mean a leaking cam- 
shaft oil seal; ultimately, this can 
lead to clutch slip and judder. No 
special weak areas on the exhaust 


system, so simply check through- 
out for deterioration and faulty 
mountings. All drive belts should 
be closely examined for faults. 
Ensure that the electric cooling 
fan works by seeing if it switches 
on after ashort period of idling on 
a hot engine. Check radiator 
coolant level, and see that there 
are no seepages from either of the 
radiator end channels. 
Transmission Camshaft oil seal 
leak (see Engine section) can 
cause clutch slip and judder, and, 
if the clutch has to be replaced, it 
is an expensive job. ‘Normal’ slip 
can be adjusted out, however. 
Drive-shaft wear is rare, but 
check for unusual knocks on drive 
and overrun, and also when turn- 
ing on full locks. A sloppy change 
can mean wear in the rod-linkage 
ball joints, but an adjuster on the 
gearbox remedies this. Coast in 
neutral (don't switch off the 
ignition) and listen for wheel- 
bearing noise. 

Suspension The CX’s complex 
hydropneumatic suspension 
causes raised eyebrows among 
reliability-conscious motorists, 
but, in fact, it is a remarkably 
troublefree system: Citroen 


insists that it has had very few 
warranty claims. Test the system 
by selecting the high-suspension 
setting (lever forward) with the 
engine running; stand outside and 
watch the car rise—it should take 
about 2min to reach jacking 
height, to the accompaniment of 
weird whirs and clicks; if the car 
slowly sinks, a valve is faulty. 
Check suspension pipes and 
joints, so far as possible, for 
seepages—LHM fluid should be 
changed every 30,000 miles: like 
brake fluid, it ages. 

Tyres The CX’s costly tyres have a 
life of about 30,000 miles, but this 
can be considerably reduced by 
enthusiastic cornering or heavy- 
handedness with the steering. 
Brakes Check that the front-pad- 
wear warning lamp does not come 
on. Even so, it is important to 
check the thickness of the pads 
(expect about 15,000 miles per 
set), and examine discs for score 
marks. Brake hard: if the nose of 
the car dips without levelling 
promptly, the brakes could be 
partially seized. The handbrake 
should operate fully by five clicks 
of the ratchet. If not, it could 
mean adjustment—or new pads. 
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Vauxhall showrooms today are 
crowded with new Chevettes, 
Cavaliers, Carltons and Royales, 
when, only five years ago, they 
displayed just two basic models— 
the Viva and Victor. The secret of 
Vauxhall’s revival can be read 
under the bonnet of its fleet’s néw 
flagship, the Royale. Below the 
engine plate’s large legend ‘Vaux- 
hall Motors Limited, England’ is 
the discreet admission that it’s all 
made by Herr Adam Opel in 
W Germany. The Royale is almost 
totally an Opel Senator. 

Confused? Well, Vauxhall’s 
badge was welded on Opel’s 
efforts by General Motors, the 
American car giant, when it 
realised that marrying the talents 
of its two European subsidiaries 
was the quickest way to breed a 
new family of ‘British’ cars. 
Equally usefully, the promotion 
of the Senator to Royale gives 
Vauxhall its first up-market pres- 
tige saloon (and coupé) for many 
years. 

“Vauxhall can now stop apologis- 
ing, its marketing director 
reportedly announced at the 
Royale’s launch, last autumn. It 
was even rumoured—and 
promptly denied—that dealers 
would vet the socio-economic 
standing of potential Royalists to 
preserve the ‘limo’ image. It 
couldn’t have been true, for Vaux- 
hall has graciously loaned our 
humble car testers a Royale 
saloon for a 1000-mile taste of 
how the other half drive... 


How it goes 

In the Royale’s engine room sits 
a large, 2.8litre straight six with 
an unusual cam-in-head design 
(not to be confused with an over- 
head camshaft) that works short 
pushrods and rockers. It breathes 
through one enormous twin-ven- 
turi carburettor to produce a 
respectable -140bhp. The origins 
of this power unit are pure Opel, 
but, determined not to be out- 
ranked by the Royale, the out- 
wardly similar Senator boasts fuel 
injection, electronic ignition and 
200 extra ccs, all boosting its 
power to a right royal 180bhp. 

Whether the engine is cold or 
warm, patience is required as the 
starter churns for alengthy period 
before firing the Royale into life. 
The auto-choke’s a gentleman, 
however, showing no signs of tem- 
perament in chilly mornings or 
stop-start traffic. 

There didn’t seem to be much 
punch in the acceleration until the 
tachometer was swinging around 
its mid-range—a_ subjective 
impression reinforced by the test 
car’s stiff accelerator action. In 
reality, sinking the pedal hard 
into the plush carpet makes the 
Royale cut a dash that equals, if 
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not betters, most rivals. A stand- 


ing-start sprint to 60mph took 
just llsec, and the engine pulled 
smoothly and lustily up to a highly 
respectable maximum speed of 
116mph. 

Automatic transmission is stan- 
dard, though for those who prefer 
to do-it-themselves, a four-speed 
manual box is available as a no- 
cost/no-refund option. The three- 
speed General Motors transmis- 
sion is usually one of DRIVE’s 
favourites, being sensitive, 
smooth and prompt in action. We 
were disappointed, therefore, to 
catch the test car’s box dithering 
about some of its decisions at low 
speeds, which made progress 
unregally jerky at times (sympto- 
matic of incorrect factory adjust- 
ments). Even so, the harder we 
worked the box the better it 
behaved. Experiment proved that 
there was nothing to be gained 
from overriding the auto-change 
points in an attempt to better its 
performance, and we were 
impressed by the smoothness of 
the changes when the T-shaped 
shift lever was pulled from D into 
2 at high engine speeds. It was 
possible, however, to be too hasty 
about the opposite procedure, 
when the engine sometimes 
screamed in neutral as the shift 
lever slipped freely from D to N. 

We particularly liked the 
Royale’s power steering, which 
doesn’t make the usual mistake of 
feeling too light. Unfortunately, 
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DRIVE's verdict on the Vauxhall: 
Royale, taking into consideration 
its rivals, its price and what kind 
of car it’s meant to be 
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little feel of the road conveyed | 


through the mechanism, but 
enthusiastic drivers benefit from 
seat-of-the-pants feedback that 
gives confidence when exploiting 
the Royale’s well-balanced and 
good-natured cornering ability. 
The Continental 70-Series radial- 
ply tyres give superb grip, even in 
the wet, and we had to try very 
hard indeed to power the car’s tail 
out of line. Bumps met in mid- 
corner do not deflect the Royale 
off course, and high-speed direc- 
tional stability on a windswept 
motorway is of a high standard. 

The Royale has an impressive 
range of adjustments to help 
drivers get comfortable behind 
the wheel; in addition to the usual 
ones, there’s also a seat height 
adjustment and a steering column 
tilt. The seat is firmly in the 
German tradition, though not so 
unyielding as in some foreigners, 
and generously proportioned, in 
keeping with the stature of those 
that the Royale is courting. The 
pedals’ pads are a decent size, but 
the brake is a little too far to the 
right for those who use left foot 
braking when driving an auto— 
and there’s no footrest for those 
who don’t. 

Royale instrument styling looks 
no more up-market than the 
humble Cavalier’s, though every- 
thing is there, with battery, 
coolant, oil and fuel gauges 
clearly positioned either side of 
a large speedometer (unhelpfully 
numbered for UK speed limits) 
and tachometer, which are sepa- 
rated by a bank of six warning 
lamps. 

Lighting control is divided 
between a constantly illuminated 
rotary switch and a stalk that 
operates dip, main-beam and 
flash; this stiff stalk ambitiously 
controls the indicators, wind- 
screen washer and wipers, too. 
When the powerful halogen head- 
lamps are working they auto- 
matically get washed when the 
screen washers are used. 


How comfortable 

Passengers enjoy fully indepen- 
dent suspension that delivers a 
reasonably level and absorbent 
ride—most of the time. The 
trouble is that the suspension 
lacks the versatility, especially 
when the going gets rough, that 
buyers will expect of this class of 
car. Firm springing can give an 
unchivalrous jolt that then sets 
the bonnet a-bobbing because of 
the soft dampers’ inability to 
catch the rebound as quickly as 
they should. 

In other respects, the Royale’s 
progress is impressive. The dis- 
creet engine raises its voice above 
a murmur only when worked 
hard, and on the motorway it 
remains smooth and quiet. A stiff 
accelerator and the occasional 
transmission hiccup mar town 
trips somewhat, but good, deep 
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VAUXHALL ROYALE 


Front engine: 2784cc/6cyl, OHV (chain); one 
Solex twin-ventur! carb; 140bhp at 5200rpm 
Rear drive: 3-speed auto; 20.9mph/1000rpm 
Suspension: front—ind MacPherson struts, 
coil springs and anti-roll bar; rear—ind 
semt-trailing arms, coil springs, anti-roll bar 
Steering: power-assisted recirculating ball, 

4 turns/32ft circle; 6J alloy wheels, 
195/70HR 14 radials 

Brakes: servoed discs all round 


Parts/repairs (inc VAT) 

auto box (exch) £658.59 (fitting 2.2hr) 
exhaust £190.78 (1.4hr) 

headlamp unit £45.71 (O.6hr) 

front bumper £30.07 (0.9hr) 


laminated windscreen £116.92 (2.1hr) 


oil filter and points £6.93 (O.8hr) 
major service 12,000 miles (2.8hr av) 


per year per mile 
Running costs £1242.55 10.35p 
Loss of value N/A N/A 
Total depreciation N/A N/A 


Insurance group 6 


HOW IT COMPARES 


Vauxhall Royale 
Ford Granada 2800i Ghia auto 


Mercedes-Benz 280E 
Rover 2600 auto 
Audi Avant GL5E auto 


PERFORMANCE 


4.4 6.1 8.2 11.0 14.2 


3 4o—sS—6 70 
Acceleration from standstill, using kickdown (sec) 


Maximum speeds 


agents max engine speed 


used 5600rpm; 
max in top 5650rpm; 
standing + mile 


10>. 920.30 40eR50460 
% efficiency (ideal car's braking performance falls 


70 80 90 100 


within central zone—above, too heavy, below, too light) 


Fade test pedal pressure needed for 75% stop 
(ideal car would show no variation) 


42lb at start; 42Ib in constant use; 7Olb in severe use 


FUEL 4:star/98 octane min 
overall consumption 21impg 
effective tank range 285-miles/134gal 


Normal range of consumption 


hard driving, heavy traffic 17zmpg 
short journey, suburban 173mpg 
mixed roads—brisk, 50mph cruising 213mpg 
motorway—/7Omph cruising 243mpg 
quiet rural—4Omph cruising 25mpg 
Consumption at steady speeds 

30mph 355mpg 
56mph 28mpg 
7Omph 243mpg 
max mph 15mpg 
SAFETY CHECKS 


steering: energy 
absorbing? Yes 
front seats: secure 
mounts ? Yes 


hazard warning: fitted? Yes 
interior: well padded? No 
w/screen: laminated? Yes 
doors: crashproof? Yes 

head restraint? Yes childproof? Yes 
front belts: effective? Yes petrol: spillproof? No 

convenient? Yes brakes: failsafe? Yes 


18.1sec Watersplash 62lb at first; 3 stops to recover rear belts: fitted? No load sensitive? Yes 

FUEL MAXIMUM 30—50MPH OVERALL MAXIMUM TYPICAL STEERING 
ON-ROAD CAPACITY OVERALL SPEED O-60MPH_ IN TOP BESTSTOP LENGTH LEGROOM LEGROOM'- TURNS/ 
PRICE (£) (CC) (MPG) (MPH) (SEC) (SEC) (% g/Iib) (FT/IN) FRONT (IN) REAR (IN) CIRCLE (FT) 
9891 2784 214 116 11.0 4.0 98/70 T6LO" 41 42 4/32 
9755 2792 223 113 Pes 6.3 92/50 15’ 64” 41 41 31/35 
12507 2746 21 120 94 4.0 97/45 1D26% 45 42 34/36 
MAS 2597 243 109 12.6 4.5 100/70 Tees” 41+ 414 23/334 
8201 2144 222 110 71M he’s 44 96/55 15’ 44" 414 403 33/343 
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Ian Dawson 


glass areas and the power steering 
help take the strain out of parking. 
A turn of the driver’s door key 
unlocks the four doors and the 
boot. All passenger doors are 
linked to good interior lighting, 
open wide and stay put against a 
brisk wind. The rear footwells’ 
space may restrict access for the 
less agile; but otherwise rear 
accommodation is generously 
proportioned. There’s a large 
fold-down centre armrest to com- 
plement the door rests, and only 
the awkward, unremovable head 
restraints prevent passengers 
snuggling back into the nicely 
angled backrest. 

The Royale’s fanfare of pub- 
licity reaches a crescendo on the 
high level of equipment, which 
includes a three-speaker stereo 
radio/cassette player, electric win- 
dows, remote-control boot open- 
ing and tinted glass all round. 
Such opulence was offset for 
DRIVE by churlish comments 
about the heavy blue-tinted sun 
strip across the top of the wind- 
screen, and the prominence of 
imitation wood and blanked-off 
rocker switches. 

Air conditioning is the only 
extra-cost option publicised— 
despite the handbook’s reference 
to optional front foglamps. Our 
car was fitted with the standard 
heating system, with an easily 
regulated air blender plus sepa- 
rate output for rear passengers. 
Comprehensive demisting equip- 
ment should ensure mist-free 
driving in bad weather conditions, 
and good fresh-air provisions are 
backed-up by a steel sliding roof 
that’s controlled by an annoyingly 
low-geared manual winder. 
Oddments space, particularly 
that convenient for the driver, is 
restricted to a lockable, illumi- 
nated glovebox, large bins on the 
front doors, and _ transmission 
tunnel trays. The boot is reason- 
ably large and can be opened (if 
the ignition’s on) by a pushbutton 
switch that lurks unlabelled by 
the driver’s right knee. 


How strong 

Our test Royale fell down DRIVE’s 
social ladder when we discovered 
that it lacked the scrupulously 
applied, thick coat of bituminous 


underbody sealant worn by 
cheaper Vauxhalls such as the 
Chevette. The body-beautiful 
preparation stages are claimed to 
be more comprehensive than on 
Vauxhalls of old, but the outer 
defence against rust consists of 
unconvincingly applied pve under 
the wheelarches and a heavy wax 
spray that could be removed by 
just one hard winter. There are 
potentially rust-breeding mud- 
traps under the wheelarches, and 
inside the box sections we found 
rust On some seams. 

Apart from a blotchy boot lid, 
the test-car’s metallic paintwork 
was impressively finished, and 
large wrap-round bumpers with 
rubber inserts and broad rubbing 
strips should ensure that it stays 
that way. 

Stylish wheels and radiator grille 
apart, washing the exterior is 
easy. Inside, the crushed velour 
upholstery gathered mounds of 
hair from one tester’s long-haired 
dog, but they were easily removed 
by a vacuum cleaner. 

Under the Vauxhall’s sleek skin 
there’s nothing particularly new 
in Opel’s engineering, so the pros- 
pects for reliability look good. 


How safe 

Ignoring the initial trace of free 
pedal movement, the brakes work 
well in everyday use. Their credit- 
able best stop of 98°% falls within 
the desired area on our brake 
graph, and progression up to this 
point is true and even. Only severe 
use induced some brake fade and, 
even then, recovery was prompt. 
It took three prods of the pedal 
to restore full efficiency after the 
all-disc system had suffered a 
soaking, but again the system’s 
response was useful all the time. 

While the steering is not as infor- 
mative as we would like about the 
state of the front wheels’ grip, the 
Royale’s stability while cornering 
is so forgiving to the careless 
driver that only the foolhardy are 
likely to find themselves sliding 
sideways. 

Should the crunch be unavoid- 
able, drivers can rely on a good 
list of secondary safety features. 
A little more interior padding at 
head level and the fuel tank’s 
relocation away from the rear of 


the car would meet our only 
complaints. 
How much a 
Ultimately, value judgements of 
the Royale must depend on who 
holds the purse strings—you or 
your company. A comparable 
BMW or Mercedes—and any 
Jaguar—would cost more, but 
virtually every other rival from 
the top of the big manufacturers’ 
ranges is cheaper to buy. We’re 
not forgetting the Opel Senator— 
all its goodies in the engine com- 
partment inflate the Royale’s 
price-tag by a further £1600... 
It’s difficult to be specific about 
depreciation trends as the Royale 
is such a new venture for Vaux- 
hall, but it has been rumoured 
that dealers have been asked to 
keep trade-in prices attractive. 
Minor servicing falls due every 
6000 miles, with the big one 
coming round every 12,000 miles. 
It’s all straightforward work, 
though we doubt if many Royale 
owners will trouble to lift the 
large, heavy bonnet with its crude 
prop-up stay other than to check 
routine maintenance items. 

Fuel consumption is approxi- 
mately what traditional big-six 
buyers will expect, though the 
new Rovers and the Peugeot/ 
Renault/Volvo trio, with their 
co-op V6, all do better. 


Verdict 

Thanks to the transfusion of new, 
blue blood from the German branch 
of the family, Vauxhall has at last 
a limo to shine in the carparks at 
head office and the Round Table’s 
venue. Image apart, the Royale’s 
also immensely enjoyable to drive 
—far more so than the rival Ford 
Granada 2800i Ghia—and not 
everyone may notice that the ride 
and back seat accommodation lacks 
the comfort of a Peugeot 604TI. 
It’s also well equipped, if not as 
luxuriously trimmed as many alter- 
native—and cheaper—buys. 

The Royale, then, is an impres- 
sive pretender to the title of execu- 
tive express, so maybe it’s only a 
reflection of our testers’ socio- 
economic standing that it would 
take a Vauxhall price cut or freeze 
to win their loyalties away from the 
Royale’s cheaper contenders. 


All measurements in inches 


kerbweight 283cwt 
overall length 16ft 
overall width 5ft 8in 
overall height 4ft 53in 


Vauxhall’s 
some respect but no loyalty from 
our panel of amateur test drivers... 

‘The advertisements led me to 


Royale commanded 


expect a lot,’ said air-traffic 
controller Ron Daly, ‘so the 
Royale had to do a lot to convince 
me. In D it was deceptively quick, 
but it took me a long time to find 
the kickdown point. It needed an 
awful lot of pedal pressure to 
achieve it, and the auto box seemed 
to change back up too soon after- 
wards. I also found it easy to 
overshoot 2 from 1 and go straight 
into D, which is embarrassing 
when you’re overtaking. The 
driver’s seat adjustments are all I 
could wish for, and there’s bags of 
room inside, but I won’t buy one 
til I’m 60—or need to impress 
business rivals.’ 

‘It was certainly fast in D,’ said 
housewife Claire Parker, ‘but 
why are the gear-shift’s markings 
so stupidly hidden on the far side 
of the stick? I couldn’t see which 
setting I was in. For such a big car 
it was easy to drive through town, 
and its lack of noise certainly lives 
up to the maker’s claims. I defy 
anybody not to be comfortable in 
this car. It’s stylish, beautifully 
finished, and I’d prefer it to the 
rival Ford Granada—though if I 
had that much money I wouldn’t 
buy a big Vauxhall. I’d go for a 
BMW.’ 

‘I had the same trouble as Ron,’ 
said technical studies teacher 
Graham Sparkes. ‘There are no 
proper click-stops for the gear 
shift, so I kept slipping from 1 
straight into D by mistake. The 
accelerator’s tiresome, too; the 
pedal’s back-pressure often forced 
my foot up out of kickdown at the 
wrong moment. Full lock is very 
good for manoeuvring, and you can 
hear the power assistance—which 
says something for the car’s 
overall quietness. I also noticed 
rust weeping from the welds at the 
back. The manually adjusted door 
mirror is mean when even the 
Mazda Montrose has a remote- 
control one. No, I’d rather spend 
a little extra to get something 
more distinctive than a Vauxhall 
Royale-cum-Opel Senator.’ 

DRIVE car tester Peter Denayer 
comments: “The Royale’s posh ads 
had led the men in the panel to 
expect the ultimate saloon, and, 
although Claire liked the car, she’d 
prefer its big-name rival. When will 
Vauxhall’s unfortunate past lie 
down and die—as it now should?’ 


VVHAT'S NEV 
Smashing news 


AWARE that windscreen breakages can be 
costly and time-wasting, the Windshields 
Group now offers free credit for fitting of new 
windscreens throughout the UK and in those 
parts of Europe covered by the company’s 
Rout-o-Glas services. 

On joining the scheme, the motorist is pro- 
vided with a credit card containing a Free- 
phone number that will connect him with 
Windshields’ all-day every-day mobile screen- 
replacement service. After on-the-spot repairs 


have been carried out, the card holder has up 


to 30 days to pay. 


Recently introduced to the British market by 
Macpro Ltd, of Frankton, Warwickshire, 
Compucruise 44 is a Swiss-made ‘onboard 
navigational electronic computer’. It offers no 
less than 26 different functions, including a 
cruise control that will establish and maintain 
a pre-selected road speed, and will resume 
this speed after the system has been overridden 
by the brake pedal or control button. 

It’s all cleverly computed by a 3in-by-6in 
module that contains a backlit keyboard with 
a vivid-blue five-digit display. All the informa- 
tion is shown in metric units, but.these can be 
converted instantly to Imperial measures at 
the push of a button. 

The functions available are: time of day; 
elapsed time; elapsed-time display freeze; time 
to fuel exhaustion; distance to fuel exhaus- 
tion; time of arrival at current speed; wake-up 
or reminder alarm; stopwatch/lap timer; 
distance travelled since fill-up; distance 
travelled on trip; distance to arrival; fuel used 
since fill-up; fuel used on trip; fuel left in tank; 
fuel required for arrival at current consump- 
tion; current speed; average speed; current 
fuel consumption on trip; current fuel effi- 
ciency; engage cruise control at selected 
speed; battery voltage, inside and outside 
temperature. 


At the moment, UK and European exhaust- 
emission regulations are not as stringent as 
those in the USA and Japan, but they are to be 
tightened, first in 1980 and again in 1982. 

In order to satisfy government Type 
Approval exhaust gas-test requirements for 
new vehicles, Vauxhall started in July to com- 
mission a computer-controlled diagnosis sys- 
tem to analyse exhaust gases. The new 
laboratories in which it is housed, built at the 
company’s 700-acre Millbrook proving 
ground, in Bedfordshire, will, when completed 
later this year, be the most sophisticated of 
their kind in the UK, and possibly the most 
advanced in the world. ; 

An interesting aspect of the test equipment Is 
that it will be able to analyse data from two 
separate vehicles in any permutation of three: 
@with both vehicles simultaneously under- 
going the same test 
@with the two vehicles simultaneously under- 
going different tests 
®with the two vehicles being put through the 
same test, but starting at different times. 


FORESTRY COMMISSION 


FOREST CABINS 
& COTTAGES 


Enjoy a break in the forest 
at special low seasonal rates 
from now until March. Choose 
from 14 beautiful spots in 
Scotland, Wales, Lake District, 
Yorkshire and Cornwall. £ 


BL pvaiay 
gi 
= iT 


ee 


Send for details to Dept. CB, 
Forestry Commission, 

231 Corstorphine Road, 
Edinburgh, 

or telephone 031-334 0066. 


CAR RADIOS 
& STEREOS © 


FROM THE NORTH’S No. 1 CAR RADIO STATION 


DRIVE IN! WRITE IN! PHONE IN! 
NAME THE MAKE. WE'VE GOT IT! 


FITTING 
WHILE-U-WAIT 
SERVICE 


£9: 
from £19.90 


rom £39.90 


O (Prices exclusive 


FULLY GUARANTEED 

An extensive range ALWAYS in stock: 

HITACHI, SHARP, PHILIPS, NATIONAL PANASONIC, 
AIWA, BLAUPUNKT, PIONEER, PYE, AMSTRAD, 
RADIOMOBILE, MOTORADIO, SANYO, MOTOROLA 
Etc, Etc. @SPEAKERS @AERIALS BKITS 


PART EXCHANGE WELCOME 
men 7 Ml FULL REPAIR SERVICE 
: P & P£1.50.C.0.D. £1 extra. 
OPEN 7 DAYS. 
TRANSOUND, 570 WILMSLOW ROAD, WITHINGTON, 


MANCHESTER 


PHONE YOUR ACCESS/BARCLAYCARD No. 
FOR RAPID DESPATCH. 061-434 6890 (ANYTIME) 


SLEEP SOUNDLY 
gf Country Style! 


\ On a unigue'country’ 


Hops are a good old country remedy 
for insomnia. We _ use selected 
English dried and purified hops and 
quality feathers, down or non 
allergic Dacron to make the softest, 
standard size (18” x 28”), pillows. 
Used with your own pillow case. 
You’ll be lulled off to sleep and 
awake restored and refreshed. 
Sound sleep does wonders for you. 
Ideal for those who dislike taking 
sedatives — pleasant to use. Choose 
from a range of 8 types, the grade 
and strength you require. Brochure 
from: 

THE MALTINGS (DR) 
Horsecroft Road, 
Bury-St- Edmunds, Suffolk. 
24 hr. 7 days a week 
Brochure request service 
Tel 0284 2275 now 
Trade enquiries welcome 


The perfect Christmas gift 


FIAT X19 
OWNERS 


SEE THE LIGHT 


Saratoga tops-—the distinctive 
Fiat X19 roof panel-just clips on to 
the existing fittings —fully 


weatherproof-—made in a strong 
smoked bronze, transparent high 
stress material, fits snugly in the boot. 
es Fully guaranteed. 
All major credit cards accepted 


For information write or phone 
87/97 Wandsworth Rd, 
London, S.W8 01-735 5952 


VAN DER STEEN 


A FIRST FRONT COMPANY 
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I'm great 
for car. 
Accessories. 


ITH THE AVERAGE car cost- 
_Y¥ ing more to run than many 
~house-m ortgage repayments, the 


‘wonder is that inflation-battered 
motorist ve any cash left over 
O spen their vehicles. Yet 


accessories and car-care products 
are big business. In fact, in 1978, 
British motorists spent £263 
“million on bolt-on, stick-on, snap- 
on goodies. Take in spare parts 
and servicing equipment, and the 


otal came to a staggering £817 


ncrease: according to the latest 
“DRIVE Index of Motoring Costs 
(see page 9), motorists spent 15% 


‘more on accessories over the last 
year than in the previous year. 
- the reason for the boom? 
Paradoxically, the high cost of 
“motoring. | 

In the five years to 1977, while 
the retail index doubled, motor- 
ing costs rose by 270%. Anda new 
~Mini—£677 in 1972—suddenly 
cost £1795. That was two years 
ago: today, it’s £2289. 

_ This has meant that those people 
who don’t have new cars supplied 
by their companies every two or 
‘three years have been hanging on 
to their vehicles longer, which 


has encouraged them to pay out ~ 


on products that promise to dis- 
guise the old workhorse’s age— 
‘Seats, head rests, seat covers, 
‘wheel trims and the gamut of 
¢Car-care items, from chrome 
polish to shampoos and touch-up 
paints. 

_A growing awareness of safety 
has helped to sell fog- and spot- 
lamps, mirrors and child seats, 
‘in addition to the customising 
products such as vinyl-roof kits, 
coach strips and spoilers. 

- But the biggest item in the 
accessories market is in-car 
- entertainment—ICE to the trade, 
_tadios and tape players to you. 
Ten years ago, ICE asan industry 
hardly existed; now, more than 
2 million radio and tape units 
ire sold each year, representing 


ore, sales are on the. | 


ACCESSORIES—DRIVE’S AFTER THE FACTS... 


a turnover 
million. How’s that for a boom? 
The spectacular expansion of the 
accessory market has _ trans- 
formed the retail pattern. Where 
once the garage trade held the 
major share of the business, it has 
steadily lost ground to specialist 
accessory shops, supermarkets, 
department stores and mail-order 
houses. : 

Accessory shops have blossomed 
in the last 10 years or so. Halfords 
claims to be the biggest retailer 
of motor accessories in Europe, 
selling £80million worth of goods 
a year to 35million customers. 
But this supremacy is being 
challenged by vigorous high- 
street multiples, such as Boots, 
Woolworths and Tesco. Mean- 
while, petrol stations, having lost 
out to the high-street accessory 
shops in the early 1970s, have 
been fighting back with alluring, 
well-stocked shelves. 

Looking into the future of the 
accessory business, two con- 
tradictory factors emerge: with 


approaching £50 


petrol prices rocketing and 
inflation generally taking off 
again, DIY activity is likely to 
spread still further; against this, 
at least half and possibly as many 
as 70% of new cars are now 
bought by companies rather than 
individuals, and it is difficult to 
imagine motorists buying acces- 
sories for a car they don’t own. 
Perhaps the 1980s will be the 
decade of the clip-on/clip-off 
goody... 


THE ACCESSORY market has 
become so big that the motorist 
is often presented with a be- 
wildering choice. There are, for 
instance, more than 100 car 
radios on offer, ranging from 
around £15 to £400-plus. 

There are also numerous anti- 
theft devices, and all manner of 
seats and seat covers, child 
harnesses, extra lights, and—the 
big seller of the moment, for 
obvious reasons—petrol cans. 
Indeed, the AA _ mail-order 
division has been inundated with 


Te 


olt-on, stick-on,snap-on 
oodies! 


requests for cans since the early 
summer, and there is now a wait- 
ing list of several weeks. 

Inevitably, the accessory busi- 
ness has attracted its quota of 
sharks. Not only that, too many 
products are badly made, perform 
no useful function or merely 
duplicate existing items at a higher 
price. 

So where can one go for 
impartial advice? DRIVE itself 
is a good starting point, regularly 
publishing details of products 
that have been awarded the AA 
Seal of Approval, as well as 
occasionally running its own 
investigations. 

Probably the most expendable 
devices are those that claim to 
improve fuel consumption. 
DRIVE and the AA have tested 
no fewer than 130 over the last 
eight years, and the advice of 
Doug Houston, head of the 
Association’s engineering research 
division, is: ‘Don’t waste your 
money. 

Houston runs the AA’s Seal of 
Approval scheme—one of the 
motorist’s best guides to worth- 
while accessories. Introduced in 
1972, it now covers more than 
450 product lines, from vacuum 
cleaners to fire extinguishers, 
and roofracks to dog guards— 
the full list can be consulted at any 
AA regional office. 

Under the scheme, manufac- 
turers submit their products— 
and pay for the testing of items 
that the AA carries out. The test 
fee may be as high as £3000— 
and it is not refunded if the pro- 
duct fails. Once endorsed, items 
are regularly retested by the AA’s 
experts. Despite the high fees 
and. standards, the scheme 
attracts as many applicants as 
the AA’s technical test centre 
can cope with, for the Seal is 
identified by manufacturers as an 
important aid to sales. 

Testing is rigorous: a towrope, 
for instance, will be stretched from 
a height, with 176lb of concrete 
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ACCESSORIES— DRIVE’ S AFTER THE FACTS . 


Important 
announcement 
_ toallowners 


VOLVO 
244 & 245 


~ On offer; ‘at a Special Drivers Price, 
is the brand new RIGIDIZED 
Stainless Steel Exhaust System, 
made specifically for VOLVO owners by 
2 Pees Exhaust Systems Limited. 


To qualify for this opportunity 
- to reduce your capital 
; -and running costs—and be covered 
by our5 Year Guarantee—be one of the 
_. first 1,000 purchasers between 
ist September-30th November this year. 


For details of the RIGIDIZED 
Stainless Steel Exhaust System, 
costing no more than an ordinary 
- aluminised 1-year guaranteed exhaust, 
complete and post the coupon today. 


_ RIGIDIZED: More efficient, stronger, 
over 30% lighter than 
aluminised exhausts. 


g Our 
brochure 
describes the 


M.PG. savings obtained 


by fitting the new 
Rigidized System. 


Please send me your free brochure giving 
all details of the new Rigidized Stainless 
Steel Exhaust System made specifically 


for Volvo 244 and 245 models. 


Scandinavian Exhaust Systems Ltd. 


FREEPOST ENFIELD Middx EN3 7YP 
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attached to it; a covers are 
rubbed up to quarter of a million 
times by the AA’s mechanical 
‘posterior’; and exhaust systems 
are checked for three years. 

No wonder more than half the 
applications fail, or that original 
approvals are withdrawn when 
subsequent testing shows a 
decline in quality. The Seal is 
probably the best guarantee that 
an accessory does what’s claimed. 

Good or bad, however, acces- 
sories do not, on the whole, add 
much to the value of a car. Ina 
private sale, it is possible that a 
well-equipped vehicle will sell 
more easily. Trade prices, how- 
ever, are based much more on 
mileage and general condition 
of the car than on stereo units 
and fancy seat covers. 

Only items that cost a lot in the 
first place—such as air con- 
ditioning or an electric sunroof— 
will have much effect on second- 
hand values. 


IT MAY BE hard to believe now, 
but, barely five years ago, most 
manufacturers of popular cars 
were still reluctant to fit heated 
rear windows as standard equip- 
ment. On safety grounds, the 
case for proper rear visibility 
was overwhelming, but car makers 
claimed that to supply a heated 
backlight would add so much to 
the price as to make the car 
uncompetitive; and that, in any 
case, motorists were not 
interested in safety. (The same 
sort of argument went on about 
cloth seats, radios and a dozen 
other items.) 

What finally compelled a change 
of attitude was competition from 
overseas—particularly Japan. 
When even the cheapest Japanese 
cars arrived with long lists of 
‘extras’ included in the price, 
British and European manufac- 


turers had to sit up and take 


notice. 

Ford, with a sharper eye for 
market trends than most, took 
the lead during 1975, announcing 
that it was adding £14million 
worth of equipment to its cars 
without raising prices. 

Leyland and the others quickly 
followed, and it is now rare to 
find any new car without a heated 
rear window, cloth seats, carpet, 
hazard-warning lights, cigarette 
lighter, and childproof locks on 


the rear doors. Curiously, radios 


are still very far from being a 
standard item, except on more- 
expensive models: manufacturers 
say their market research indi- 
cates that radios come well down 
the list of preferences and that 
motorists like to choose their own. 
Other factors have helped to im- 
prove standard specifications, 
one of the most obvious being 
safety legislation. Until last year, 
the only new cars that had to be 
fitted with an outside mirror were 
estates; now, all new vehicles must 
have one. From this autumn, 


every new car must also carry 
hazard-warning lights, reversing - 
lights and a rear foglamp; in the 
future, it is likely that rear seat-_ 
belts will be a compulsory fitting, » 
front belts having been a legal 
requirement since 1965. 

A third factor is that, over the 
years, motorists have come to 
expect a higher level of original 
equipment—an expectation that 
has been encouraged by the 
dramatic rise in car prices. It 
might have been acceptable to— 
offer the heater as an optional — 
extra on a £700 1972 Mini, but not » 
in 1979, when the same car costs 
more than three times as much. 
And, once having tried cloth seats, 
few people want to sit on plastic, | 
which has the double dis-_ 
advantage of being cold in winter 
and hot and sticky in summer. 

The trend towards _better- 
equipped vehicles will obviously 
affect the accessory market. Sales 
of heated rear windows and 
outside mirrors will inevitably 
decline, though it will be a gradual 
rather than a sudden process. 
And, in the meantime, accessory 
suppliers are confident that, with 
such things as rear foglamps 
becoming a legal requirement,- 
it will persuade more owners of 
existing cars to fit them volun- 
tarily. 


THERE ARE motorists, probably 
the majority, for whom the car 
is little more than a fridge or a 
washing machine—a consumer 
durable bought to do a job—who > 
need it only to start first time and 
get from A to B without breaking - 
down. But there are others who 
like to treat the vehicle like a wife 
—or even a mistress: something — 
to be cherished, cosseted and 
dressed up. It is to this band of 
enthusiasts that the accessor 
maker is pointing his wares. 

The impulse behind the bolt- on 
goody is to make the car that bit | 
different, to disguise the fact that, 
basically, it is the same family 
saloon that thousands of other 
people drive. Just as a new hair- 
do or a different shade of lipstick 
can change a woman, so a car’s” 
personality can be transformed 
in all sorts of subtle—or un- 
subtle—ways. 

Wheel trims or émbellisheria 
are an obvious start, or you can 
junk the original wheels altogether 
and go for those chunky sporting 
jobs that not only add glamour 
but sometimes help performance — 
as well—but only sometimes. 
Plastic louvres fitted to the rear 
windows make an immediate 
impact; but give a lot of thought — 
before you splash out on a front © 
air dam or a boot-lid spoiler—_ 
despite claims by some manu-— 
facturers that these will improve | | 
mpg by up to 15%, in practice 
they can actually cause over- 
heating and, in some cases, side-_ 
ways imbalance. It is worth 
noting that Ford spent <2 
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ACCESSORIES—DRIVE’S AFTER THE FACTS .. . 


Car 
Burglar 
Alarm 


NEW FAILSAFE EASY-FIT CAR ALARM 
FROM ARDENTE 


A new, totally secure, easy-fit car alarm has been developed 
by security experts Ardente, following direct requests for the 
development of such a system from motoring organisations. 


—— 


Using aspecial voltage drop detector thesystem will not 
false alarm if the car is accidentally rocked, but any attempt to 
break into or move the vehicle produces frighteningly loud horn 
blasts to warn people outside the car and a deafening noise 
inside to terrify even the most persistent intruder. 


A major benefit for the motorist is the fact that the entire alarm 
system can be installed by connecting just two wires. The unit 
has its own ‘screech horn’ but at the same time is compact. 


After frightening thieves away the unit automatically resets 
itself in case any other person tries foolishly to interfere with the 
Ardente protected vehicle. Also available, with simple installation, 
an alarm system that safeguards your boat or caravan. 


Fuller details can be obtained from: 

The Security Information Unit, 

Ardente Limited, 2 Thames Avenue, 
Windsor, Berkshire. Tel: Windsor 63142 


A Krookliok 
takes the worry 


IPIOR 


Battery and 
Antifreeze testers — 


This pair of Tip Top testers now enables 
you to check the condition of your 
battery and the degree of frost _ 
protection in your radiator. Small, 
extremely easy to use (just count the 
floating balls) and with a protective cover 
to prevent acid leakage, these testers are -»..., 
inexpensive and totally accurate. 
An ideal Christmas Gift. 


-ANTIFREEZE TESTER 


> <i 4 
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» 4 
Dn 4 I Pond 
OYUN 
Protection Level °C 
12 —20 —24 
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% Antifreeze 
25% 33.3% 40% 


yf 4 
119-123 Sandycombe Road, et 0 


f } FULL HALF N i 
Richmond, Surrey TW9 2ER “ y Shes oe ee 
Available from Halfords, : Bp ea sepe ane eens 


Woolworths, Asda etc. 


nay 


fry] 


i 


outofcommuting gf 


Enjoy travelling A Krooklok takes | Sj 
by train again. Yourcar the worry out of leaving ( 1 F Yi NS 
canbesafelysecured your car waiting, It : 
with a Krooklok in the brings peace of mind, 
station car park. helps you to enjoy life to 

Krooklok is both — the full—and you'll 
a visible deterrent anda physical feel confident about 
barrier to car thieves. One look at having a car to go 
Krooklok andthe thief movesontoan homein! 
easier steal. 


Krooklok cares for your car 


y \p. 
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the visible deterrent = 


Available from Halfords, Boots, Woolworths and all good motoring shops 
Made by Brown Brothers Engineering Limited, Bedford Road, Northampton 


ACCESSORIES—DRIVE'S AFTER THE FACTS ... 


Tune it yourself 
with the care an owner gives. 


Gunson’s 
Colortune 500 


Petrol saver/see-through tune up 
plug. Recent figures show 60% of 
cars in the U.K. are wasting petrol 
because their carburettors are set too 
rich. Colortune 500 shows the correct 
setting in seconds. Only £9.30 

(+ VAT) R.R.P. Twin or Multiple 
carburettors would also benefit from 
tuning with Gunson’s Carbalancer — 
only £4.50 (+ VAT) R.R.P. 


Gunson’s 


Colortune 500 


PETROL SAVER tune 


Gunson’s 


Sparktune 2 


Dwell/voltage test meter. Distributor 
points setting is inaccurate without a 
meter like Sparktune 2. Dwell 
settings mean exact accuracy however 
old the vehicle. Government figures 
indicate up to 7% petrol saving can 
result. Only £10.90 (+ VAT) R.R.P. 


Gunson’s 
Tachostrobe 


. . . . . | 
Xenon/R.P.M. timing light. Timing 
the spark to occur in each cylinder at 


exactly the right instant to save ¢ a= aa 5a 


~ oy bb chostrebe == Sean ant 


petrol requires the sophistication of \@ 
an instrument like Tachostrobe. \ 
Super bright white light and exact 
R.P.M. indication means more 
setting accuracy. Only £14.90 

(+ VAT) R.R.P. 


Gunson’s D.1I.Y. Money Savers together give a 

complete tune-up and will pay for themselves 

in a few weeks. 

7 tina Send now 

for your FREE 

Mail Order Catalogues and \AA| 'AA] Hints on 

Good Accessory Shops. 
making petrol 

whe ea lela ebeterghe hen go further. a 

To: Gunson’s Colorplugs Ltd 


66 Royal Mint Street, London, El 8LG. 
Telephone 01-480 7561 


Please send me details of Gunson’s Money 
Savers and the FREE A.A. Hints on Petrol Saving. 


Name 


Address 


From Halfords, Longlife, 
Argos, Shoppers World, 
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million on research before putting 
air dams on just one of its models. 
Which just goes to show that 
there’s more to fitting these 
aerodynamic extras than first 
meets theeye... 

Stick-on body stripes available 
in varying shades of gaudiness, 
to brighten up the sides of the car 
or the bonnet, are of cosmetic 
value only. Tinted sun-strips 
attached to the top of the wind- 
screen can also tell the world that 
you are ‘Bob’ and ‘Sue’ or who- 
ever. Special radiator grilles are 
available for those who find the 
original too humdrum, but, if 
you're tempted to fit one, ensure 
that it protrudes no farther than 
the original did. 

Auxiliary lights can give a sport- 
ing flavour, and area useful safety 
feature into the bargain. Spot- 
lamps are, in effect, supplemen- 
tary headlights, designed to give 
a long range of light, while the 
front foglamp has a wide, flat 
beam. Fog and driving lamps 
are often sold in pairs, or even 
combined in one casing. High- 
intensity fog and reversing lights 
are—as we say earlier—about to 
become compulsory on new cars, 
and are worth adding to existing 
vehicles, providing you comply 
precisely with the regulations. 

First, ensure that the lamps carry 
the relevant approval mark. 
When fitted, they must be no less 
than 250mm and no more than 
Imetre from the ground, and at 
least 100mm from the existing 
brake lights. 

Inside the car, rally-style seats, 
high-backed like tombstones 
and with side and thigh supports, 
may appeal to aspiring Roger 
Clarks, - with, . of. course, a 
‘competition’ steering wheel. 
Others may settle for fancy seat 
covers, such as real sheepskin 
(or, for that matter, imitation 
sheepskin). Fur fabric is another 
popular choice. 

Instruments out of the usual 
run include digital tachometers, 
altimeters, battery-condition indi- 
cators and _ water-temperature 
gauges. There are also devices 
to show the average speed and 
fuel consumption during a 
journey. A twin-trumpet air horn 
will make itself heard, and so 
will a reverse-gear alarm that 
sounds like a bird call. 

A radio that plugs into the cigar 
lighter is another handy item, 
while, for those prone to five 
o'clock shadow, a_ similarly 
powered in-car 12v shaver may 
be the perfect answer—but pull 
into a layby first, won’t you... 


THINK OF EXOTIC accessories and 
you think instinctively of the 
world’s best car. In fact, official 
policy at Rolls-Royce is that the 
car comes so comprehensively 
equipped, from air conditioning 
to electric seat-adjustment, that 
‘normal’ extras are unnecessary. 
Since you are paying up to £61,000 


in the first place, you might well 
feel that enough is enough! 

For the man who has every- 
thing and still wants more, how- 
ever, there are plenty of ways 
left by which one can embellish 
a standard Rolls. - 

A glance down the list of official 
extras reveals such items as an 
anti-theft alarm (£130), white- 
wall tyres (£85), an air-horn 
(£128), and a fold-down walnut 
picnic table (£266). Or how about 
a vinyl roof? Hardly in the exotic 
category, you might think, but 
the Rolls-Royce version is some- 


tailored—and it’s £611 for a Silver 
Shadow. 

Of course, you would expect 
electrically operated windows 
to be par for the course. In fact, 
this luxury is no longer necessarily 
a rich man’s toy: Smiths Indus- 
tries has just announced a 
system that can be fitted to any 
make of car for between £115— 


£120 a pair. 
Back at the Rolls factory, the 
more flamboyant coachwork 


variations have largely been killed 
off by the need to meet EEC crash- 
test requirements, but there is 
nothing to stop you having the- 
car gold-plated, or fitted with 
silk curtains—even Tudor-style 
oak beams. 

And, if the scenery is boring as 
you relax in the well-upholstered 
luxury of your Phantom limou- 
sine, you can while away the time 
watching your favourite television 
programme—in colour, of course, 
for around £3000. But be warned: 
Princess Margaret tried it once, 
and said that it made her feel sick, 
but perhaps that was her choice 
of programme... 

One Phantom owner had another 
idea for entertaining himself dur- 
ing the journey: he had the com-— 
plete dashboard instruments 
duplicated in the rear section of 
the car, so that he could call his 
chauffeur on the inter-com (yet 
another accessory idea) to warn 
him to moderate his speed. 

You can also call-up the outside 
world by telephone, though, for 
safety, this is best done while 
parked. Incidentally, there’s no 
need to order a cocktail cabinet— 
it’s standard on the Rolls. But a set 
of expensive cut-glass might raise — 
the tone a little, and, for the 
weak-bladdered, a bolt-on loo can 
be provided—though you won't 
find it in Rolls’ catalogue. 

If, as Rolls owners tend to be, 
you are a diamond merchant and 
have to carry your gems with you, 
you can order a discreet safe. 

Finally, for the potentate who 
rides in daily fear of an assassin’s 
bullet, Rolls-Royce thoughtfully 
offers an armoured car at 
around £200,000. But give plenty 
of consideration: it will double the — 
weight of the car—and it’s not 
hard to imagine what that will — 
do to mpg performance. 3 

PETER WAYMARK | 
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ACCESSORIES—DRIVE'S AFTER THE FACTS... .. 


CHANGE YOUR OIL 
THE CLEAN, 


EASY WAY-WITH 


DELEX 


Pump smoothly and 

the oil is drawn 

from the dipstick 
hole into the handy 
container. Many 
other uses for 
dealing with a 

- variety of liquids. 


i 


Available 
fromselected 
Halfords,Woolco and 
all good accessory shops, 
; or direct from: 

119-123 Sandycombe Road, 


Richmond, Surrey. 
_THE HELPING HAND Tel: 01-940 3322 


ward 
yourself 


Stand out from the crowd with Karobes Stripe 
2000. The eye-catching and subtle answer to 
instant appeal. A range of self-adhesive 
coachline stripes to suit all tastes. Four types 
of individual or multiple stripes in black, white, 
red, gold or silver. Easily applied, even round 
corners or curved coset mes ; 
surfaces. No less than 
30 feet per roll — 
sufficient for 
‘most 
vehicles. 


¥) 


Karobes Limited, 
Queensway, Leamington Spa, Warwicks. CB31 3JR 
Tel: (0926) 27911 Telex: 31650 
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Vehicle Alarm & 
Defence System 


Is your car still where you left it? For while 
you are reading this advert it may have gone. ses 

You may not realise it, but a car a minute, on average, is stolen 
in the United Kingdom. 

Defend your car against car thieves, vandals and joy riders. Fitted by 
you, easily; connection to car battery and a key switch protects all 
openings that operate interior lights. Anything that causes electrical 
drain on the battery, ignition etc. causes sirém to sound. The alarm can 
easily be removed when you change cars. No worry or fuss. 


What do you get when you become the owner of a BeeWare V.D.S.? 

@ Door protection on all doors with light switch fitted. 

@ Protection against ignition being tampered with or 
turned on. Siren will sound if car started at all. 

@ Protection against bonnet or boot being raised, if 
required. 

@ Protection for radio/cassette etc., if required. 

@ The siren, once switched on, will continue until 
switched off by you! 

®@ Wind or vibration will not set the siren off. Completely 
electronic. 

@ PEACE OF MIND. 


Please sendtome...... BeeWare Vehicle Alarms £37.00 
| enclose cheque, PO, MO, cash for f.............. or debit my 
Barclay/Access No. [ 


Instant 
protection 
just£4.95 


available 
from manufacturers 
stockists. Your car becomes 


Your registration number 
etched instantly into your car 
windows. Safe. Simple. Permanent. 

Thieves will shy away from 
your Automark 2 protected car 
because to resell it they need to 
buy complete new glass only 


No quibble quality 


for just £8.90. 


1st CAR 2nd CAR 


_ Registration Number 
Make and Model 
Date purchased 


CO) I enclose cheque*/P.0.* for £4.95**/£8.90* payable to Automark 2. 
L] Please charge my Access*/Visa**Card Number. *Please delete as applicable. 


Registered No. 1004224 London. Signature 


expensive and very risky to steal. 

In the thief's place which car 
would you take? Not the Automark 
2 protected car that's for sure! 

Perfect for all types of 
glass, laminated, tinted etc. Pack 
includes six number transfers and 
two anti-theft warning stickers. 


guarantee. Just £4.95 including 
VAT and P&P. Save £1! Order two 


Automark, FREEPOST, Amherst House, Worthing, W. Sussex, BN12 4BR,. 
NL tc ane Ait a RRND: Cpa Addressee c.. tea al eee a, 


Wel de SS ale aa es 


SHOCK ABSORBERS 
spa thoroughbreds 


ox _&, . 


= deat 
SHOCK ABSORBERS 


- supplied as Original Equipment to the 
World’s Leading Vehicle Manufacturers, with 
an extensive range of Replacement Units for 
British, European and Japanese models. 


LOADMASTER 


- Suspension Units to replace existing Shock 
Absorbers to assist springs and provide EXTRA 
damping. The perfect answer for extra heavy 
loads and towing. 


\ STRUT INSERTS 


- supplied as Original Equipment and 
Replacement Units. 


leaders in the field 
of vehicle suspension 


Woodhead Manufacturing Company, P.O. Box 4, Moorcroft Works, Ossett. West Yorkshire. 
WF5 SDL. Tel: Ossett (0924) 273521. Telex: 55291. 


Dont get caught with your 


BATTERY DOWN 


Because you loft your hohts on is 


— LIGHTGUARD sounds, warning you, but is 
— Self cancelling when parking lights are wanted. 
~ AA approved. Very easily fitted. 


£6.95 plus 25p P & P including VAT 


from EXIMPETUS LTD. Albion Dockside Estate 
Bristol BS1 GUT Tel: (0272) 291859 
Full money-back quarantee 


THE DIFFERENCE 


COULD GIVE YOU 1500 
‘FREE’ MILES AYEAR. 


Thinking of buying a new car? 

With petrol prices as high as they 
are it will pay you to look at a car that 
does a high mileage per gallon. 

Small savings soon mount up. If 
you drive the national average of 9,900 
miles per year and you choose a car 
doing 37 rather than 32 mpg, you will 
get 1,500 miles driving at no extra cost. 

All new cars displayed for sale 
must, by law, display the Government's 
official mpg figures. Have a look before 
you make your choice. 


If you would like your own copy 
of the official fuel consumption 
test figures covering all production 
models, just fill in and return the 
coupon. 


MAKE THE MOST OF ENERGY 


| Name 


Address 


my v0e8 €€4 rR, 
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start first time. 


mp... 
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Jur new range of spark plugs fit British and foreign makes of car Ask your Unipart Stockist. 


trokes 


T TAKES a special talent to 

succeed at making both cars 
and motorcycles. Daimler was 
the first of many car makers to 
try—and fail. Peugeot and 
Humber managed to build the 
two with apparent success for a 
few years only before giving up, 
and Pierce Arrow also made a 
brave but unsuccessful attempt 
at motorbikes. Ariel, BSA, 
Scott and Brough Superior were 
among those who failed to gradu- 
ate from two,wheels to four. 

The first firm consistently to 
master both arts was BMW. The 
Bavarian aircraft engine maker 
was forced at the close of World 
War | to produce motorcycles, 
the success of which led to BMW’s 
takeover of a car factory .. . The 
advantage for BMW is that, at 
one time or another, the two and 
four-wheeled transports have 
provided a vital financial prop for 
each other. 

BMW’s commercial cunning 
hasn’t been lost on Eastern 
rivals. Honda, the company that 
started in 1947 by fitting ex-army 
generator engines into bicycle 
frames, branched into car produc- 
tion in 1961. Now, the world’s 
foremost bike maker is breaking 
its production targets with four- 
stroke machines—which tempted 
us to try a 250cc twin. 

Honda has now been joined 
by Suzuki, whose small two- 
stroke cars have never been dis- 
tributed in Britain, but whose 
four-wheel-drive lightweights now 
roam our roads and fields. As 
Suzuki made its two-wheel 
reputation with two-strokes (by 
acquiring the know-how of the 
E German MZ concern when one 
of MZ’s experts fled the country), 
we chose a 200cc two-stroke. 

Pitting a sporty 200cc two- 
stroke against a touring 250cc 
four-stroke might seem unfair 
(depending on your loyalties), 
but three intriguing factors 
influenced our choice: the 
relative economics of buying and 
running such dissimilar machines, 
their performance, and that hoary 
old favourite—the two-stroke v 
four-stroke rivalry. 


Honda CB250N Super Dream 
Price £849 
IN THE GOLDEN 1950s, the huge 
British bike industry was so busy 
making a fortune in the new 
American market that it saw too 
late the threat from Japan. 

While Triumph was selling the 
smooth 650cc Thunderbird 
tourer to young America, Honda 
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of genius 


timidly exported mopeds to 

Britain. Surprised by their ready 
acceptance, Honda followed 
up with 125cc machines, and 
then 250s. When the 250cc Dream 
reached Britain, in 1960, it 
shocked the boards of Britain’s 
motorcycle makers into a tardy 
reaction. But the buying public 
saw the advantages and, with a 
increasing sense of guilt, turned 
from the magnificent brutes of 
Britain to the sophisticates of 
Japan. 

Twenty years on, MHonda’s 
second Dream emerged. The 
sheer surprise of the first model’s 
advanced performance has been 
replaced by a _ comforting 
familiarity; when you buy a 
medium-weight Honda you now 
know exactly what you’re getting 
for your money—a _ well-made, 
sensibly designed, middle-of-the- 
road, reasonably priced machine 
without an extreme characteristic 
in its nature, all backed by a 
superb sales network. 

If there’s a Ford Escort of the 
bike world, the Super Dream is 
surely it. 

The 250cc class of bike wins 
friends by offering the best 
traits of either lightweight or 
middleweight machines. Honda 
has plumped for the latter, pro- 
ducing an unusually comfortable, 
quiet and smooth tourer, rather 
than a nippy town runabout. 

While the Super Dream can fill 
that role equally well, its hefty 
build biases it towards long week- 
end trips or luggage-laden rides 
with pillion and all. Generous 
dimensions mean that a fairing 
and panniers can be fitted without 
cramping rider or pillion. It’s a 
man-sized 250—just the ticket for 
the owner who takes his light- 
weight motorcycle seriously, for 
—make no mistake—the oversen- 
sitive nature of an ultra-light- 
weight can be unsettling on long 
journeys. 

The big-bike feel is heightened 
by a luxurious suspension that 
ripples over B-road blemishes 
and absorbs major potholes with 
equanimity, and the big, well- 
padded dual seat matches per- 
fectly this rare quality in a light- 
weight. Honda has been paying a 
lot of attention recently to 
anatomies, or ‘rider engineering’, 
as it’s called. Research has paid 
off handsomely for, without 
doubt, the Dream’s long-distance 
comfort is the result of excellent 
machine/rider compatability. In 
short, the Dream’s a modern 
lightwe ight with all the security 


and comfort normally found on 


expensive heavyweights after 
years of modifications. 

No better example can be given 
than the gear-change lever’s 
design. To achieve the perfect 
correlation between the angle of 
the rider’s left leg, his foot posi- 
tion, the distance between foot- 
rest and gear lever, and the gear- 
change movement itself, Honda 
fits a neat linkage that is by no 
means the cheapest design 
possible, but which is certainly 
the best for rider comfort. 

As is now expected, all the usual 
Japanese niceties are provided. 
There are two excellent handle- 
bar mirrors, clamped in a manner 
that allows freedom of adjustment 
and cheap replacement should 
they break. Switchgear is func- 
tional yet good looking, but the 
turn indicators are mounted at 
the end of rigid metal stalks that 
expose them to knocks. It almost 
goes without saying that the 
engine is electrically started— 
backed up by a kickstarter, of 
course. Instrumentation 1s pleas- 
ing, though the usual array of 
warning lamps could be more 
usefully replaced by an ammeter 
and an oil temperature gauge. 

Braking is, in the best modern 
manner, controllably powerful, 
even in the wet; but the Super 
Dream is broken by Honda’s 
engine. While it is always silent, 
smooth, clean and reliable, it 
lacks the two basic requirements 
of a good tourer—low-speed 
power (torque) and fuel economy. 
Considering the technology that 
Honda claims to have invested in 
this power unit, it should be 
better in both respects. 

Despite its 27bhp, the engine 
feels puny, especially at speeds 
under 7500rpm (75mph in top 
gear), necessitating frequent gear 
changing for every overtaking 
maneouvre, incline and head- 
wind. 

For inscrutable reasons, Honda 
has vastly overgeared the Dream’s 
six-speed box, equipping it witha 
top-gear ratio that’s theoretically 
capable of almost 100mph. With 
a pillion rider up, open-road 
cruising at any reasonable speed 
is best achieved in fifth gear, 
which keeps gear-changing to a 
bearable minimum. 


Could it be that the Super Dream 
engine’s vibration-dampening bal- 
ance shaft has absorbed the 
increased efficiency of the triple- 
valve combustion chambers? What 
is certain is that the first Dream 
averaged a_ fast-riding con- 
sumption of 66mpg in the days 
when petrol was only five shillings 
a gallon. Now, 20 years later, its 
successor manages a mere 56mpg 
for the same performance on petrol 
that costs anything up to £1.20 
a gallon. The great irony is that 
the classic cruiser, the 30-year-old 
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Sivaid GT200_ 
Price £675 


ee holde 
ed to. a maxim 


Frictionaliy smaller than the 
Dream’s, it weighs almost Icwt 
ess, “and consequently handles 
like a bicycle, especially in the 
quick, almost nervous manner in 
which it responds to road 
irregularities and crosswinds. 
For young riders who revel as 
much in the feeling of speed as 
speed itself, the GT200 would be 
fun, but when touring on the 
peso road the wee Suzy could 
be irritating at times. On the 
smooth test track, however, there 
was never a single moment of 
instability—regardless of how 
furiously the test machine was 
ornered. — 

Its light. headline would best be 
appreciated by flyweight men or 
one of the fast-growing army of 


sensibly, demand a bike that can 
be manoeuvred simply and safely 
at ultra-low riding speeds. In 
these circumstances the GT200 
cannot be bettered. 

Starting is wholly reliable— 
even after overnight parking in 
heavy rain. The electric starter 
fitted is a sales gimmick (albeit a 


jolly nice one), for the kickstart 


fires the bike so readily that it 
requires only finger-tip pressure 
on the crank to start the engine 
burbling. The choke operates 
one carburettor only but, apart 
from aslightly lengthy operational 
period, it makes no appreciable 
difference, good or bad, to early 
morning riding. 

Silencing is excellent, even under 
hard acceleration. All the 


motorcycling ladies who, very | controls are light and easy to use, 

HOW THEY HONDA CB250N 

MEASURE UP SUPER DREAM SUZUKI GT200 

Engine — ; Air-cooled’ sohe Air-cooled 

: 4-stroke twin 2-stroke twin 

249cc 196cc 
27bhp at 10,000rpm 20bhp at 8000rpm 
6-speed, exposed chain 5-speed, exposed chain 
ene. 290\b 


3.3in 


62mpg 
83mpg 
74mpg 
7Ompg 
50mpg 
8O0mph 
8.5sec 
12sec 


28 an (handlebars) 


“2 3gal/154 miles 
plus 7 pint reserve 


12 months/unlimited miles. 
parts and labour : 


30in 
27in (handlebars) 
70.4in 


1 9gal/137 miles 
plus 2.5 pint reserve 
72mpg 
97mpg 

- 94mpg 
72mpg 
50mpqg 


7imph 
7 5Ssec 
13-6sec 


6 months/unlimited miles 
parts and labour 


and the functional switchgear 
is attractively arranged. The seat 
is medium-comfortable, and the 
riding position acceptable even 
for a 13st  six-footer, though 
cramped when a pillion rider and 
luggage are added. 

Normally, the twin mirrors pro- 
vide clear images, but when cruis- 
ing at 7Omph they resonate in 
sympathy with slight engine 
vibrations, and fuzz their reflec- 
tions. But what fair-minded man 
could grumble at such a minor 
infringement of perfection in a 
diminutive motorcycle that can 
actually cruise well within its 
safe limits at 7Omph. In fact, the 
test machine was cruised for lap 
after lap around the test track at 
an easy 7Smph with complete 
smoothness and some power in 
hand. 

This fine engine performance is 
matched by equally good braking 
from the twin hydraulic disc 
brakes. If anything, they are both 
a little too powerful, for wheel 
locking was  none-too-difficult 
during experimental braking. 
Such power should never be 
required on the roads, however, 
as—unlike car drivers—motor- 
cyclists cannot rely on powerful 
brakes alone to escape trouble. 

A single key fits the ignition, 
steering lock, fuel filler cap, and 
helmet lock ich i 
well until it’s realised that all 
locks brazenly display the key 


number on their faces! Thieves 
must love parked Suzis. 

As far as DIY owners are con- 
cerned, the GT200 is a dream. 
Few other machines offer such 
advanced performance with such 
simplicity. With electronic igni-. 
tion taking the place of contact 
breaker points, this two-stroke 
engine is now simpler than the 
Wankel rotary. Apart from 
attending to the battery and rear 
chain once a month, adjusting 
the odd control cable and 
changing gearbox oil annually, 
a GT200 owner should have little 
to do other than ride. 

One very welcome addition to 
Suzuki engineering is the use of 
Teflon-coating for the exterior of 
engine cases, cylinders and heads. 
This heatproof plastic will now 
eliminate that bugbear of most 
two-year-old Japanese bikes— 
the peeling of the protective anti- 
oxidisation lacquer and the start 
of engine rot. 


So is a 200cc better value for 
money than a 250? On the face of 
it, yes—though whether this would 
still be the case if the Honda 250 
Super Dream provided better low- 
speed pulling power is debatable. 
As they stand, these two motor- 
cycle-turned-car makers’ machines 
prove that it pays to consider a lot 
more than capacity alone when 
deciding on a new bike. Big isn’t 
always best. DAVE MINTON 
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Distinctive, undoubtedly Stylish, car spears through the air quietly and 
most certainly. economically. 
But the technology of the The transverse engine with front- 


Princess has more to do with physics wheel drive (an engineering concept 
than fashion. pioneered by Austin Morris) is more 
With alow drag co-efficient the compact than conventional drivelines, 


nanual gearbox): Urban 272 mpg (10.4L/100km); constant 56 mph (90km/h) 377 mpg (75L/100km); constant 75 mph (120km/h) 27.7 mpg (10.2L/100km) 


so theres much more room for people. 
And the Hydragas liquid/nitrogen 
gas combination suspension ensures a 
smooth ride, whatever the terrain. 
The combination of springing 
and damping ina single unit gives great 


tPrincess 1700L £4232: 1700HL £4552: 1700HLS £5043; 2000HL £4806; 2000HLS £5321 2200HLS £5788. Automatic transmission 


simplicity of engineering action. 
The only commonplace aspect of 
the Princess is its price: from £4,232! 
Isnt it time you left the average 


car behind? For ever. Austin 8% 
Mortis ~~ 


With Supercover 


® Hydragas is a registered trade mark 


yrices correct as at 21/8/79 


£462 extra. Prices include seat belts, Car Tax and VAT; number plates and delivery extra 


The spark 
of life- 


that’s what a new set of Bosch 
Spark Plugs can give your car. 
Bosch Plugs mean reliability and 
performance — top car 
makers recommend and 
fit them. 


BOSCH 


Drive with confidence 
Drive with Bosch 


ROBERT BOSCH LIMITED, WATFORD, HERTFORDSHIRE 
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Travelling light 


ARE YOU in the dark when 
your car breaks down? Even 
if you know what’s wrong and 
how to fix it properly, it’s 
frustrating to be thwarted by 
lack of light to work in— 
especially in the long winter 
evenings ahead. 


a ~ 


That’s why we’re offering the Auto/Sport fluorescent utility 
lamp. Just plug the lead into the cigarette lighter to get all the 
light you need. Moreover, the 12ft cable will enable you to work 
anywhere on the car—outside, inside and underneath—at night 
or in the gloom of your garage. 

Thanks to this DRIVE Special Offer, the Auto/Sport lamp is 
yours for only £6.85—a saving of £3.40 on the recommended 
retail price. 

It comes with three snap-on sleeves: one concentrates light 
just where you want it; the others change the colour of the 8in 
tube from white to red or yellow for emergencies. The cool- 
running lamp can be used safely in the wet, weighs just 60z, 
and is guaranteed 12 months. 


'DRIVE Super Auto/Sport Lamp Offer 


NB You don't have to cut out this coupon, and, if you don't, please print a// the same 
details in the same order on a plain sheet of paper or postcard. Offer available only to 
readers in Gt Britain and N Ireland; closes 31 December 1979 
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ame 
(BLOCK CAPITALS, PLEASE) 
Address 


Enter AA membership number below, or write ‘non-member’ 


Please send me______Auto/Sport Lamp(s) ref 73833 


| enclose my cheque/postal order, payable to the AA, for £ 
To: AA Mail Order Department, PO Box 50 


; Basingstoke, Hants RG21 2EA Se. 
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Take the gamble 
out of buying a used car 


Now the Ford sponsored Special Ai Used Car 
Warranty Plan has even more benefits 


When you buy an A1 used car from @® Cover against mechanical failure to all the 
your local Ford Dealer who displays the parts listed below. 
special Al Used Car Warranty Sign you @ Rapid service through a country-wide 
know that you’ve backed a certain network. 
winner. In fact, you can buy your used car 
with complete confidence because the 
Special Al Warranty takes the gamble out 
of buying a used car. 


@ Upto £15 remmbursement of tow-in charge 
for Al Warranty repairs. 
@ Upto £15 hotel expenses reimbursed 


“id (for breakdowns caused by items 
Just look at what it includes: covered by Al Warranty). 


@ Cover for all makes of popular cars. 


@ Up to 3 days car rental ata maximum of 


@ 12 months cover or up to a total of 60,000 £10 per day (once the car is off the road over 
miles from new whichever occurs first. 24 hours) for Al Warranty repairs. 

@ Any number of claims up to the total price @ Continental Al Warranty repairs — 

paid for the used car. up to £200. 


@ Cost of parts and labour. Full details available on request from your Al Dealer. 


Items covered by the 
Special Al Used Car Warranty 


Rear axles, half shafts, 


: oil seals and bearings 


Gearbox and clutch 
(except excessive 
wear on clutch) 


Engine (except 
ancillary equipment 
and pitted valves) 


Alternator or 
generator 


Propshaft and universal joints 
or front wheel drive assemblies, 
including driveshafts and 
universal joints 


Water pump 


and thermostat Wheel bearings 


Look for the Special A1 Warranty Sign at your Ford Dealer. 
Then you'll have nothing to worry about. 


WORLD-WIDE 


Racing 
green 


BAD news for car stylists, good 
news for gardeners: according to 
Italy’s Pininfarina design studio, 
the most aerodynamically effici- 
ent shape for a car is that ofa... 
cucumber. And a cucumber with 
its arch bottom-most and ends 
pointing up, at that. Pininfarina’s 
wind-tunnel work on such a shape 
—a blunt, rounded nose, and a 
near-circular mid section that 
slims towards the _ tail—has 
resulted in a drag coefficient that’s 
a fraction of that of most modern 
cars. Low drag means lower fuel 
consumption, so we can expect to 
see more of cucumber cars—but 
only if stylists like Pininfarina can 
cultivate it into a shape that will 
get past the marketing men. 


1980 could see the grin wiped off 
the faces of diesel car owners. 
There’s no doubt that diesel offers 
more miles per gallon and cleaner 
exhaust emissions than petrol. 
But diesel fuel is expensive to 
make—it takes more crude oil 
to produce a gallon of it than to 
make the same amount of petrol 
—and government leniency on 
diesel fuel taxes are unlikely to be 
so generous if significant numbers 
of car owners swell the queue for 
the DERV pump. 


World-wide pat-on-the-back 
department. Last issue, I forcast 
increased use of turbochargers as 
a something-for-nothing way of 
getting top-end performance 
without damaging fuel economy. 
Now I hear that at least three 
of Japan’s leading manufacturers 
—Toyota, Datsun and Mazda— 
are all developing turbocharger 
options for some models, for 
introduction within the next 12 
months. 


Next victim of the high cost of fuel 


could be BL Cars’ flagship, the § 


V12-powered Jaguar XJ12. Its 
thirst—few users better 14mpg, 
most get 12mpg or less—makes 
even the richest owner wince. 
Sales are also suffering from the 
fact that you can get a six-cylinder 
XJ6 that looks just like a 12, yet 
costs a lot less to run. Now, BL 
has moved accountant Percy Plant 
in to head the Jaguar division, 


with a brief to decide which of 


should be 
IAN WEBB 


the bigger models 
axed. 
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Dp“ waited more than 10 
years to begin long-term 
testing cars, and the series has 
been a success. But we haven’t sat 
around congratulating ourselves: 
there had to be room for improve- 
ment. And one problem we think 
we have now solved is that of the 
Friday-afternoon car—the virtual 
one-off that is destined to be 
loathed by its owner from the 
word go. Here’s how the new 
system will work: we'll press-on 
with the thorough checks of a 
reader’s car, looking for faults 
and giving praise where it’s due; 
but, at the same time, we'll run 
parallel checks on _ identical 
vehicles owned by the AA, hoping 
to show-up discrepancies and 
‘rogue’ cars, or to find corrobora- 
tion for our bouquets and barbed 
wire. We may not be able to do 
it every time, but we'll be trying 
hard. And this time, we've 
succeeded: the Austin-Morris 
Princess has a lot of critics and 
many enthusiasts. But one thing’s 
for sure—there are a lot of them 
around. 

Roger and Linda Farr, from 
Farnham, Surrey, admit that 
they spent a small fortune during 
25,000 miles of Princess 1800 
ownership. After a good start, 
the 1976 car seemed to change 
overnight, and, as Roger put it: 
‘No sooner had we repaired one 
thing than something else went 
wrong.’ 

So when the government 
increased VAT to 15%, 30-year- 
old Roger, who works for a 
printing company, made a spur- 
of-the-moment decision to buy 
anew car. But what to choose? 

Said Roger: ‘Although we were 
fed-up paying for parts for the 
1800, other cars seemed even 
more expensive to buy—and 
foreign spares are certainly 
dearer. Then our local garage, 
Wadham Stringer in Aldershot, 
Hampshire, suggested a test drive 
in the new Princess 2000HL. Just 
to keep the salesman happy, I 
went for a short spin in the car 

. and enjoyed driving it so 
much that I didn’t come back 
for an hour. 

‘There had been a lot of improve- 
ments: it was more comfortable 


Princess 
Z000HL: 


brand 
loyalt 


A Prinny checks in anda 
TR checks out ... as 
DRIVE’s Long Term Test 
Club introduces significant 
changes aimed at giving 
you a broader and better 
picture of cars put under 
12-month review 


and the trim was smarter. I told 
the manager, there and then, that, 
if he gave me £2000 for my car, 
he had a deal. 

‘Without even looking at my car, 
he agreed, and found me a pre- 
VAT-increase car.’ It left the 
Farrs with £2673 to find, includ- 
ing road tax, mudflaps, under- 
body rustproofing and power 
steering. 

DRIVE queried the logic of chan- 
ging to a bigger-engined car, with 
petrol so expensive and hard to 


TR7: black marque 


Ian Dawson 


find. But the Farrs have three) 
sons aged 10, 11 and 12, so they 
need a big car, and Roger is 
convinced that the 2litre will be 

more economical than the 1700 
that has replaced his old 1800 in 
the Princess line-up. 

The £220-worth of power steer- 
ing was a must for Linda, who 
found that the old car was too 
heavy for her round-town driving. 

The new car—like the old one— 
will be looked after by Wadham 
Stringer. ‘I don’t believe in doing 


FTER ALMOST a year with his 

blue Triumph TR7, Martin 
Davis has an attachment to the 
car which must be more emotion- 
al than physical: in 6000 miles, 
the car has been off the road for 
a total of nearly four weeks. 
Martin, a 3l-year-old bachelor 
and an ad-agency executive, saw 
the TR7 as the answer to his 
ambitions to own a sports car. 
The styling of the British car 
swung it for him, although he 


‘it 


myself, says Roger. ‘These 
days, most people seem to spend 


‘their weekends under the car 


bonnet, and I don’t think half of 
them know what they are doing. 


-T'll have it serviced on time, and 


I won’t thrash it. If it goes wrong, 


it won’t be my fault.’ 


His car arrived at the AA’s tech- 


‘nical department with 350 miles 


if 


clocked up, and engineer Bernard 


| Tasker—a confessed BL fan— 


went to work. 


The bodywork was in good 


'gave a few moments’ considera- 


tion to Italian opposition from 


Fiat and Alfa-Romeo: ‘I wanted 
to experience the sheer pleasure 
of having a car that was faster 
than a bog-standard saloon.’ 

Twelve months later, Martin is 
somewhat less than ecstatic— 
‘given its history, I admit that I 
keep wondering what’s going to 
go wrong next’—but remains 
remarkably loyal to the car.’ 


ON ITS FIRST visit to the AA 
technical centre at Basingstoke, 
a year ago, engineer Chris 
Warwick found dirt under the 
paint on several panels of the car, 


scratches on the boot and bonnet, 


it 


iv 


order, marred only by minor 
blemishes and a layer of wax that 
hadn’t been removed at the pre- 
delivery inspection. Tasker 
found marks in the paint on the 
bonnet, the left screen pillar, the 
nearside wing and under a rear- 
lamp cluster. There was also a 
paint chip on the nearside rear 
wing, and the boot lid was diffi- 
cult to close. 

But the bad news came when 
the car went up on the ramp: 
Tasker couldn’t miss the severe 


oil leak at the gear-linkage 
remote-control entry plate—it 
was coming out as steadily asa 
dripping tap... 

On the road, he noted that the 
car misfired under load, the 
driver's screenwash jet needed 
resetting, and there were some 
creaks from the plastic facia. 
Reverse gear baulked, but Tasker 
felt that this would ease with use. 
He summed up: ‘This is a good 
car, marred only by skimped 
preparation. And since Mr Farr 


chipped areas and a resprayed 
nearside door. 

The rear numberplate had been 
secured with self-tapping screws, 
the points of which _ pro- 
truded into the boot; glue was 
oozing round the front and rear 
screens; and there was a hole in 
the carpet. 

Warwick found no rust on the 
car, but he noted that the fac- 
tory’s efforts to prevent corrosion 
had been skimped. The rear fog- 
lamps didn’t work, engine-oil 
level was far too high, the dis- 
tributor advance pipe had come 
adrift and the timing was out. 

On the road, our man noted a 
second-gear whine, a crunch when 


selecting reverse and_ steering 


judder at SOmph. 


Before his next visit to our work- 
shops, with 2500 miles clocked, 
Martin’d had to call for help to 
start his car. The diagnosis of a 
blocked fuel line turned out to be 
wrong: after a struggle with the 
petrol filler cap, he found that the 
tank hadn’t been venting and 
was simply caving in. It was 
changed under warranty. 

Martin took his paintwork 
problems back to the dealer, 
Henlys, and the BL representa- 
tive offered him a respray. 


The car came back to DRIVE with 


Stuart McPherson 


rushed the dealer, I suppose I can 
forgive these faults. 

‘The oil leak, though, should be 
stopped as soon as possible.’ 


While the Farrs’ car was starting 
its career, three identical and 
brand-new cars owned by the AA 
were getting a second PDI at the 
hands of our engineers. 


AYP 463T 
Interior lamp inoperative; off-side 
front door fitted poorly; off-side 
rear door handle stuck out when 
operated and locked; screen- 
washers requiring adjustment; 
numberplate lamp inoperative; 
driver's seat-adjustment lever 
fouling seatbelt reel; slight noise 
from facia—possibly speedo- 
meter; heater connection to 
cylinder-head adrift—potentially 
disastrous. 

BHX 701T 

Steering wheel 20 degrees off- 
centre; steering-wheel pad coming 
off; handbrake warning lamp 
intermittent; oil-pressure warning 
lamp inoperative; lower pinch 
bolt loose on steering rack 
splines; carburettor’s dashpot oil 
low; bulkhead speedo grommet 
dislodged. 

AYP 460T 

Offside indicators inoperative; 
nearside wheel nuts not tight 
enough; bulkhead speedometer 
grommet dislodged; engine oil 
2pt low; rear window winders 
stiff; choke control stuck in ‘in’ 
position; vibration at high speed. 
The seven faults listed above 
are now the least of AYP 460T’s 
worries: the car was, as the courts 
say, involved in a collision with 
a lorry, and, though our driver 
has recovered, the car hasn’t—see 


above. Amazingly, it isn’t a write- 
off, and repairs have been esti- 
mated at £2800. 


Martin still waiting for the jobs to 
be done. And Warwick found 
more: an oil leak from the rear- 
axle pinion housing: oil seeping 
from the gearbox; a_ leaking 
exhaust pipe; and an over-filled 
battery that had spilled over and 
damaged the paintwork—this last 
being ‘down to’ our owner. The 
righthand wiper arm was also 
fouling the windscreen surround 
and removing the paint. ‘There is 
a good deal of attention required 
to bring this vehicle to a condition 
commensurate with its limited age 
and service,’ said Warwick, 
grimly. 

During the next 1000 miles, the 
car was resprayed—a _ Henlys 
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LONG-TERM-TEST CLUB 


mechanie assured him it was 
normal for wipers to foul paint- 
work—and the seatbelts were 
replaced—the inertia-reel mech- 
anism had become... . well, inert. 
The driver's door lock had 
jammed—I had to crawl across 
the passenger side feeling like a 
thief’—and, on a freezing cold 
night, Martin wound down his 
window and watched it 
disappear completely inside the 
door. 


AA engineer Bernard Tasker did 
the next set of checks at 4686 
miles. He thought the respray 
was acceptable, but pointed to dirt 
under the nearside front- and rear- 
wing paintwork and a small area 
of the nearside door. Pinholing 
through the paint on a wing was 
also visible, with small runs at 
the nearside rear lamp cluster. 
And now the driver’s door didn’t 


fit properly—a_ problem _ not 
untypical of TR7s... 
The steering rack was oil 


fouled, and the original wheel 
judder was still there, along witha 
leaking offside rear damper and 
excess play on the nearside front 
wheel bearing. In fact, most of the 
old problems were still there, and 
Tasker’s list grew to include 16 
essential repairs and four 
desirables—rather surprising for 
a relatively new car’. He noted: 
‘Their elimination should not 
cause too many problems for a 
competent repairer. The overall 
impression is favourable and, in 
some respects, it is probably the 
best TR7 I have driven.’ 


But time and miles ticked by, and 
all the problems remained. The 
car came back to us at 6745 miles 
and nothing had been done—but 
this time it was Martin’s respon- 
sibility: he had been short of time 
and he hadnt been near a 
garage... 

Tasker found him a few more 
problems to be going on with: 
the boot was difficult to open, 
and a short-circuit had knocked 
out hazard lights and horn. 

Tyre pressures were all low—oh, 
Martin!—and there was worse to 
come: Tasker found too much 
steering play, a knock from the 
steering mechanism and excess 
play on the nearside front wheel 
bearing was now very much worse 
and needed urgent attention. 

Tasker added: ‘Technically, the 
vehicle is now unroadworthy in 
respect of the wheel bearing, 
steering and shock absorber, and, 
in view of the delay in repairs 
to the wheel bearing, warranty 
attention could well be refused. 
Martin seems to have lost some 
interest and the criticisms have 
as much to do with him as to any 
manufacturing deficiencies.” 

The warning wasn’t lost on 
Martin Davies: when DRIVE made 
a final call, the car was back at the 
garage for a belated service, and 
Henlys was busy... 
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Their 
sporting 
lives... 


TELL US ABOUT your experiences 
with TR7 sports cars, we asked; 
we should have whispered it. . . 

DRIVE has enjoyed a steady 

stream of readers letters since the 
Long-Term Test Club was 
launched, but, when the TR7 
joined the party, the postboy 
started to stagger under an 
avalanche of gripes, moans and 
yes—compliments, too. In total, 
they would fill a book; here’s a 
selection of the... best? 
Mr Walker, from _ Liverpool, 
began with a ‘mild protest’ that a 
T-registered TR7 may be anything 
up toa year old before registration 
—so what you might think is a 
Cowley-built car may in fact date 
from the troublesome days of 
BL’s Speke factory, before it 
closed in 1978. That said, Mr 
Walker bought his new TR7 in 
1977.= -One; delivery, thes seit 
tappers on the rear numberplate 
were found to have gone right 
through the wiring loom. A new 
loom was ordered. 

After 1000 miles, the loom had 
still not arrived, and, at 3000 
miles, a split pipe from the master 
cylinder caused the clutch to pack 
up. At 6100 miles, the clutch failed 
again—this time a bearing had 
seized. And a noisy gearbox had 
to be stripped down. At 9700, the 
starter motor failed—just a loose 
wire, but the car was garaged for 
21 days to rectify it and to replace 
a gaiter on the steering rack. 

‘I still feel it is value for money 
and, yes, | would buy another.’ 
Mr Bodys, from Luss, by Loch 
Lomond, was terse and not too 
sweet on his TR7. Faults listed 
included: wiper blade’ hitting 
pillar on fast setting; reverse gear 
crunching; accelerator sticking; 
boot and both footwells leaking; 
poor paintwork: wheels going 
rusty; wooden blocks found under 
suspension: ashtray falling out of 
door mounting. 

‘T received my car from a BL 
agent, near Glasgow, who carried 
out most of the warranty work, 
but found the bonnet stuck. 
Another BL dealer got the bonnet 
open . . . but dented it in the 
process. The car’s looks and per- 
formance are good—the quality 
of the workmanship is_ the 
problem.’ 

James Miller, from Horndean, 
Hants, simply sent a list: ‘Boot 
resprayed; offside rear quarter 
resprayed after dents discovered 
on delivery had been knocked 
out; leaking driver’s door seal 
renewed; doors realigned; new 


bumper cover—original was 
cracked on delivery; clutch slave 
cylinder attended to three times; 
‘pulling’ front brakes attended to 
twice; new tachometer fitted; front 
crankshaft oil seal renewed; head- 
lamp pop-up mechanism adjusted, 
as the pre-loads were incorrectly 
set—did this myself, as the garage 
could not find the fault.’ 
Mr Turner, of Westcliff-on-Sea, 
Essex, collected his 5-speed TR7 
from Henlys in June 1977, minus 
handbook, Supercover docu- 
ments and pre-delivery inspection 
checklist. His own_ inspection 
yielded 13 faults, including a 
severe oil leak, baulking reverse 
gear and rust under the bonnet. 
From then on, things got worse, 
including a clutch failure, more 
oil leaks and . .. the list of faults 
reached 29. Said Turner: “Some 
faults were rectified at the first 
attempt; others needed a second 
try: some never got done, being 
shrugged off as common _ to 
TR7s. I was losing days off work.’ 
Yorkshirewoman Mrs McLough- 
lin bought her TR7 in October 
1977, and found great difficulty 
in getting into first gear, as well 
as a persistent whine in second. 
‘The throttle would stick con- 


.stantly, which you can imagine 


was quite dangerous! I have since 
returned to Ford.’ 

A sticky throttle featured in 
another long list of faults on an 
August 1978 TR7, owned by 
Londoner Miss Pearl: ‘While 
driving up the M1, the accelerator 
jammed, and I had great diffi- 
culty pulling on to the hard 
shoulder. The rev counter spun 
off the dial before I turned off 
the ignition . . . On the other 
hand, it once refused to start for 
three days, which baffled Henlys. 
Each time I drive it, I expect it to 
go wrong, stall or something.’ 


‘When this car works, it is a joy 
to drive—but it prefers being in 
the garage, said Londoner Mr 
Sherlock. ‘I bought it in December 
1976, and it went perfectly for 
12,000 miles. Since then, I have 
bought clutch plates, gearbox 
casing, head gasket, a new piston, 
radiator, battery and alternator.’ 
One reader. won his TR7, so per- 
haps he could afford to be biased. 
But the lucky lad—who asked 
to remain anonymous—told us: 
‘My car has been left outside all 
winter, has never failed to start 
and has yet to let me down.’ His 
few complaints include synchro- 
mesh ‘going’ on second gear, rear 
brake cylinders semi-seized, and 
the garage’s inability to keep the 
car in lasting tune. ‘I’d certainly 
buy another,’ he wrote. 

‘All the faults listed in your 
original article were apparent | 
in my August 1976 car, with the 
addition of badly fitting doors,’ 
declared Mr Palmer, of Whit- 
field, near Dover, tersely. And 
Mr Bowditch, from Streatham, | 


London, sent a copy of his com-— 


plaints about his September | 
1978 TR7 to BL’s managing 
director. His main trouble was 


that his car jammed in first gear 
and refused to disengage. ‘It goes” 
without saying that I’m very 
disappointed with the service I 
have so far received, he con-— 
cluded. 
But it took poor Mr Joyce, of 
Cringleford, near Norwich, an 
1l-page letter to tell us all his 
motoring problems. It ended: 
‘After the April 1978 car had been | 
back to the dealer about I5 times, 
Mann Egerton offered to buy it. 
back for £80 less than I had paid | 
for it. I don’t suppose you call 
three months a Long Term: 
Report, but it was long enough 
for me.’ ROBERT OXFORD. 


SL a TT 


LEGAL 


Given 
enough rope 


ALL THROUGH breakfast, Jack 
Rowley had listened to the labour- 
ing of his neighbour’s starter 
motor. Rowley, a 53-year-old 
butcher in Manchester, was 
always ready to help a friend in 
need, and as he stepped out of 
his front door he could tell that 
Peter Cole’s ageing Ford Cortina 
was not about to start. And 15 
minutes under the bonnet only 
proved the point. 


Cole couldn’t waste any more. 


time on the car, and rang alocal | 
garage, two miles away, to call in 
professional help. The garage 
couldn’t turn out at a moment’s 
notice, but told him: ‘If you can 
get the vehicle to us, we'll try to 
get someone to take a look.’ 
So it was that Jack Rowley came’ 
to be towing Cole’s old Ford. 
Perhaps the rope wasn’t long’ 
enough, but that certainly wasn’t | 
the pair’s main problem. Soon: 
after they had set off, Rowley 
had to slap on his brakes at a 
mini roundabout. Cole reacted in 
time ... but, with the engine dead, 
the Cortina’s brake servo wasn’t 
operating. Cole’s gentle prod 
turned into a panic stamp on the| 
pedal, but it was too little too late, 
and his Ford Cortina ploughed 
into Jack’s well-kept Triumph. 
‘Why the hell did you stop like 
that?’ Cole moaned. By the time 
the police arrived on the scene, 
the pair were almost at each 
other’s throats. 

The local sergeant took in the 


Views to air? Tell DRIVE 
about your motoring and 


what it means to you. 
You can send letters for 
publication — unstamped — 
via DRIVE Directory, FREE- 
POST, AA, Basingstoke, 
Hampshire RG21 2EA 


Smile, please 

World-wide (July-August)  inc- 
luded an item on a camera-linked 
speed trap. 

Some 15 years ago, a similar 
device was used near the Hague, 
Holland, but had to be abandoned 
because many a wife, on opening 
the subsequent official letter, 
found a picture of her husband 
driving in the wrong direction 
(not on the way home) at the 
wrong time (he said he was work- 
ing late) with the wrong female. 
Capt J C Petschi 
Guildford, Surrey 


Veteran Volvo 

According to independent re- 
search in 1977, the Volvo was 
proved to be the longest-lasting 
car, on average. I have searched 
several libraries for the actual 
number of years that was quoted 
at the time of the report, without 
success. Can you help? 

Ian Clyde 

Dunfermline, Fife 

The report was probably produced 
by AB Bilprovning, which carries 
out the Swedish equivalent of the 
MoT test. By calculating scrapping 
frequencies, it came up with a life 
expectancy figure, and the latest 
calculation for Volvo models is 
174 years—Editor 


scene, and issueda iin ae Ce se you: Gea 
worthy of Solomon: without a 
brake servo, Coles’ vehicle was a 
danger to other road users—an 
offence under the catch-all regu- 
lation 90 of the Construction and 

Use Regulations. And Rowley 
had clearly been aiding and 
abetting the offence! 

The magistrates court sub- 
‘sequently agreed, and both neigh- 
‘bours were found guilty. True, 
‘they were given conditional dis- 
charges—a cost-free lesson—but 
‘the real cost was that a lasting 
friendship had reached breaking 
‘point. 

Jack Smith, manager of the AA’s 
‘head office legal department, 
‘has every sympathy, especially 
with well-intentioned Rowley, but 
‘he takes a hard line on helping 
your neighbour. ‘I genuinely feel 
‘that my advice would be—don’t 
do it. Help your friends by getting 
a professional to do the job 
rather than take this sort of risk. 

*An accident like this happens 
Bence in a blue moon—but you 


On the buses 

I would suggest that your corres- 
pondent Mr Clare (July-August) 
becomes a bus driver for three 
months. He would then get an 
inkling of what bus drivers have 
to put up with. 

I now drive an ambulance after 
12 years on the buses, and I am 
still putting up with selfish drivers 
who seem to think that £50 a year 
entitles them to be kings of the 
road, and woe betide anyone who 
gets in their way. 

W FH Ritchie 
Concord 
Washington, Tyne and Wear 


Request stop 

My experience is that motorists 
show little or no courtesy to us 
bus drivers—especially when we 
are pulling out from a bus stop. 
I would like to remind them that 
the Highway Code _ requests 
motorists to give way to buses 
in this situation. 

T Diani 

Eastwood 

Leigh-on-Sea, Essex 


Seeing red 

I trust ye Mr Clare is not one of 
the growing number of private 
motorists to whom the sight ofa 
bus pulling out is an open 
invitation to accelerate and beat 
it at all costs. 

I might add that few motorists 
appreciate the acceleration and 
performance of the new genera- 
tion of buses. Motorists who race 
them do so at some considerable 
risk. 

NC Hands 
Herne Hill, London SE24 
continued over, re a ee 


could live to regret your Good 
Samaritan act. And remember: 
those construction and use regu- 
lations apply not only to vehicles 
but to the way they are used. 

‘Even if they didn’t find them- 
selves in court, a Rowley-and- 
Cole team might find themselves 
in hot water with their insurance 
companies. I don’t think their 
claims would be repudiated, but, 
if a large sum was involved, the 
companies could go looking fora 
way out. That could turn a 
neighbourly act into a legal 
battle.’ 

If, despite Smith’s warning, you 
still decide to chance your luck 
at towing, remember that the 
towed vehicle is, in law, a trailer, 
and one legal requirement is that 
the tow car’s registration number 
must be displayed at the back. 
The rest is common sense, but 
don’t be tempted to use your 
washing line—a proper towrope 
is a specialist tool, and it is 
essential for doing the job safely 

.. and happily. ROBERTOXFORD 


How to put 
awarm heart 
into a cole 


Cars can be distinctly temperamental in Winter. Frosty 
windscreens, cold seats, condensation, chilly steering 
wheel and cold air where hot air ought to be!: Altogether 
unfriendly. 

Fortunately, it need not last long. Feelings are 
transformed once the engine warms up - and that’s 
where a Waxstat can help. 

A genuine Waxstat thermostat, fitted to your engine, 
gives your car a rapid warm-up. Heaters work sooner 
and blow hotter air; driving quickly becomes 
comfortable. And, because visibility clears earlier, 
motoring safety can be improved. Furthermore, rapid 
attainment of optimum engine temperature actually 
saves you fuel. 

Fitting anew Waxstat thermostat is easy, usually being 
accomplished in about 20 minutes without special tools. 
The Waxstat range is available from most garages and 
accessory shops. Treat yourself (and your car) to one 
today! 


Warm up quickly this Winter with a genuine 
0) WAXSTAT® Thermostat. 


U Vv v pers 


SS —_ 


Western Thomson Controls Ltd —— 
Millfield Industrial Estate, Chard, Somerset. 


Waxstat thermostats are made only by Western Thomson Controls Ltd 
6303G 
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No smoking signs 

To try and ban smoking (DRIVE 
July-August) is as illogical as 
banning sniffing while ignoring 
the prevention and cure of the 
common cold. Smoking is a symp- 
tom of stress, frustration and 
boredom. Reduce these, and 
you'll reduce smoking. Here’s 
how, on the road: 

Decrease the ‘no left turn’, ‘no 
right turn’ and ‘diversion’ signs 
that so often return a driver to the 
busy main road he is trying to 
avoid. And take steps to abolish 
the rush hour, with its toll on time, 
temper, health and petrol. 

Give plenty of warning of 
obstructions before it is too late 
to turn off. And provide places 
in towns where motoring strangers 
can check their map to determine 
that they’re on the right course. 
Alice Godley 
London SE14 


Lock out 

A recent DRIVE pointed out that 
it is unsafe to drive with all doors 
locked from the inside. 

I live in an area of Bristol where 
there have been several attacks 
on women in the last year; also it 
is not unknown for drunks to 
try to open car doors when drivers 
stop at pedestrian crossings or 
traffic lights. 

If | am driving on my own after 
dark I always lock the doors to 


protect myself from assailants. 
Indeed, I was advised to do so by 
a police road safety officer, who 
told me that, in the event of a 
crash, they could always get me 
out. 

Miss E M Newton 

Clifton, Bristol 

See also page 8—Editor 


Y DIY? 


In the Sept—October issue it’s 
stated that self-service filling 
stations now comprise 18°, of 
retail petrol outlets and sell 50°, 
of all petrol. 

With the savings in wages and 
other costs, these were supposed 
to offer a cheaper service to the 
motorist. But it just has not 
happened. For pumping his own 
petrol and getting his hands (and 
sometimes shoes) filthy and 
smelly, the driver has always had 
to pay ‘standard’ prices. 

In the United States and other 
countries, this type of filling 
station seems always to offer dis- 
counted prices. 

James Pollen 
Girvan, Ayrshire 


Some you win... 

After the last few months, I can 
readily believe that noise and 
vibration can trigger mental and 
physical exhaustion while driving 
(DRIVE July-August). 

My Renault 5 automatic, pur- 


chased last March, developed 
an engine knock similar to that 
produced by atypical piston fault. 
The manufacturer informs me 
that it 1s nota defect; but a 
‘characteristic feature’ of the 
model. 

The racket drives me bonkers. 
Are there any other readers 
developing a Renault 5-automatic 
nervous twitch? 

W A Kinsman 
Oulton 
Stone, Staffs 


...some you lose 

I read with interest your recent 
test report on the Morris Marina 
1700HL. Having now completed 
some 6000 miles in the same 
model, I feel that I must reply. 

When I bought it, new, the 
dealer was able to offer me the 
choice of all the options and 
colours in the range. In my view 
the engine is a world-beater, and 
the vehicle a perfect example of 
good design, engineering and 
finish; in fact, British workman- 
ship at its best. 

I take particular exception to 
your remark that it lacks total 
reliability. With these four words, 
you probably cost BL many 
sales. As a responsible British 
magazine you should be backing 
home products to the hilt, with 
even a bias against imported cars. 
Why not initiate a ‘British is best’ 


campaign and invite readers to tel! 
us about their good British cars? 
We are the people who can put 
BL on top of the pile, and, if they 
keep manufacturing cars like 
mine, that is where they should 
be. Surely. 

J W Bissett 

Pilgrims Hatch 

Brentwood, Essex 

Right then, let's be having those 
letters to support or, indeed 


challenge Mr Bissett’s remarks.— 
Editor 


Airlines go US 

I am becoming increasingly con- 
cerned by the number of petrol 
stations that have broken or faulty 
airlines. Could it be that, since 
the recent petrol shortages. 
garages no longer need to attract 
customers on to their forecourts 
by offering peripheral services 
like free air? 

We are constantly reminded of 
the importance of regularly 
checking tyre pressures as a safety 
measure. Yet the other day I had 
to try four garages before I came 
across an airline that was in work- 
ing order. 

J G Yates 
Bromborough, Merseyside 


You pays your money 

In car test reports, it always sur- 
prises me that, even in favourable 
write-ups, there are _ ofter 


CHASES WATER OFF MILD STEEL 


NC 


ra 


EASY! QUICK! AND 
CLEAN! 


NO NEED TO CRAWL 
UNDER CAR (in most 
cases). Finnigan’s Appli-, 
cator forces airless spray 
into entire car underbody. 
HEAVY COATING. One gallon 
equivalent to THIRTY aerosols 
at one sixth of cost! 


A A inspection 

indicates no 
rust on visible 
WAXOYL treated 
areas. 
NORTH 
SEA | 
OIL # 

h) 


a 


WHOLE 


LAING 


off-shore’s 
largest Rig 
uses 
WAXOYL on- 
sea- washed 
equipment 


value. 


One 


of world’s biggest SWISS GOVT. LAB TESTS: ‘Rust stopping Fes peal cect pein ee eS peo 

OIL COMPANIES says: | qualities very good’. CITROEN CAR CLUB: ‘Fantastic NEVER COMPACTS WITH AGE Waxoy! Tyo FiNNiGAN’s LTD (D.R.W, Eltringham Works, nd. 

“Of all rustproofers stuff’. BRITISH STEEL CRP’N: ‘Most satisfactory’. flexes with vibration, outlasts conventional underbody | PRUDHOE, Northumberland. Ph. 0661 32411 l 
SWISS AUTO RACING A.G.: ‘Clean, easy seals that as you've probably observed, often oxidise; Rush my order as shown (please tick) | 

tested, ONLY WAXOYL application. No after-cleaning’. WESTERLY rack, flake off. Expose metal to air moisture rusting. | ; 

KILLS existing rust” MARINE, PORTSMOUTH: ‘Waxoyl protection Waxoy! actually benefits existing body seals, prolorigs O5 litres Chq/PO/MO/cash€.. . | 
excellent on marine diesel oil tanks’. (Tank bases_ |ife. Makes and keeps them soft and supple. As further TO lires 1 
otherwise impossible to rustproof, standing on bonus, Waxoy! re-seals broken areas. Kills invading rust | 20'litres -Name: irc /275e 2. oer : | 

WAXOYL supports). MOTOR MAGAZINE: ‘Remains active SP0res. Holds top book price value! Apel Aye och 203 

for brine indefinitely’. CHRYSLER CENTRE, BASEL: WAXOYL is clean, exceptionally easy and quick to | [Jrial, ioe Teer et EPC | 

circulation J ‘Application so clean. Entirely satisfied’. ROVER apply. Order now, deal direct with an old established | Offer | 


pipes 
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OF ENGINE 


6 6! SPORTS REG. MEMBER: ‘197,000 miles. No sign of 
a: Waxoy! penetration’. LEICESTER: ‘On ‘72 Beetle, 


HOLDS CAR IN 


CONDITION 


ENTIRELY 


EASILY RUSTPROOF CAR IN ¥2 A DAY! 


LIVENS-UP OLDER CARS. Revives ‘tired’ electrical 
insulation. Dispels water in plugs distributor. Instant 
wet weather starting. One coating outlasts engine. Wax 
content lubricates. Saves repairs. Restores trade-in 
Eases 
mechanism. Silences road noise, hidden squeaks and 
rattles. Use coupon now. 


door closure, smooths window 100% 


~ id 
600 LOAD _ BRAKE CABLES 
RS BEARING - BRAKE PIPES 
40x MEMBERS. FUEL PIPES 
SECTIONS 


MIN. PREPARATION. NO SKILL. NO SPECIAL 
EQUIPMENT. Thin dust layers act as ‘binding’ agent. 
FINNIGAN’S APPLICATOR rustproofs wheel-arch in 


since new; extremely satisfied’. 


manufacturing concern, with world wide reputation for 
honesty and fair dealing. Order with every confidence. 


7.26 
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(Cras 


Waxoyl’s rust inhibitor sets it apart from all rival 
systems. Believed to be the most up to date 
(according to world users) because Waxoyl 
polarises on to the metal, prevents electrolysis, 
halts corrosion. Prevents reactivation! Never 
exhausts itself with time, like chemically 
activetypes used by many rival rustproofers. 
TRADE HOUSES CHARGE UP TO £80 for 
rustproofing, mostly for labour. DO-IT-YOUR- 
SELF with Ware at only ONE TENTH of cost. 
Pay simply for raw materials at manufacturers’ 
prices. Save up to 50% on many competitors’ 
materials. Needs no further attention apart from 
30 sec. wheel arch Autumn check. 

Waxoyl micro rust inhibitor molecules resemble 
tadpoles! ‘Tails’ penetrate oil, grease, mud with 
magnetic speed attracted to metal like dust to LP 
records. With deadly efficiency molecules sink deep 


PLATE IN 7 SECS! 


VE 


4 


“Jit DO-IT-YOURSELF 
<< RUST PROOFING 


OPS 


—— 


Most up to date rust inhibitor known to science? 


into every minute pore within entire vehicle surface. 
Replaces air moisture stops and KILLS iron oxide 
rusting. Tadpole ‘heads’ seal ott metal with 
continuous water-repellent skin. RUSTFREE 
CAR ‘sleeps out’ immune to winter rust havoc; 
vicious road salt, rain, mud, slush. Deep within 
metal pores. Waxoyl NEVER STOPS WORKING! 


WAXOYL KILLS rust outright, doesn’t just slow | 
it down. Send now. Per return despatch with | 
easy, illustrated instructions. | 


KILLS SUMMER DAMP HAZARDS on wet, 

sticky days. Protects raw metal edges within sills, : 
box: sections, door panels as_ trapped : 
condensation drips into pools of moisture, even in : 
garaged car. FORGET CORROSION! | 


@Barclay/Trust card payments accepted (Please 
quote No.) Use 24 hr phone ordering service. 


ORDER DIRECT. Personal callers welcome 9 till 
4.30 Mon.-Fri. MINI & 1100 SIZES. 5 litres (1.1 gal.) 
£5.95 + £1.50 carr. LARGE SALOONS: 10 litres (2.2 
only 30 SECS! Forceful airless spray up to 4ft long. gal.) £10.95 + £1.50 20 litres (4.4 gal.) DRUM 
EFFECTIVE SWIRLING ACTION and shaped f 

nozzle, sprays right into small screw holes. No drilling. 
No mess. No waste. 


WHY BIG WORLD KEERS TRUST WAXOVL RUSTPROOAING 


WAXOYL DOES AS IT SAYS. Kills rust. Users report: 


19.50 + £1.50. Finnigan’s Applicator 
£2.08 + 34p p/p. TRIAL OFFER: 500 mI 
(.88 pt.) TIN for your trigger oil can test 
behind chrome strips (or 
edges, free brake linkages, etc). Watch OFFE 
Waxoyl chase water off a simple metal 
strip. Quite amazing! Send £1.08 add 62p p/p. 


brush on door TRIAL 


ak Regd Office 354 180 (London) ress 


references to little niggling and 
silly faults. Today we should be 
able to buy a fault-free car and 
not have to spend extra on things 
like underbody protection. 

Surely most motorists would be 
prepared to pay a little more if 
cars included as standard items 
such things as _ stainless-steel 
exhausts, good paintwork, doors 
that close without slamming, 
laminated windscreens, adequate 
room for rear seat passengers, and 
first-class seats. 

Heaters, too, leave a lot to be 
desired, and fresh-air systems 
could surely be quieter. And let’s 
have better spacing of the foot 
controls, smooth gear changes 
and draught- and _ noise-free 
windows. 

F A Nichols 
Ferring, W Sussex 


Waste not 
In reply to Mr Morley (DRIVE 
July-August), the Ffestiniog 
Railway at Portmadoc, N Wales, 
and the Worth Valley Railway at 
Haworth, W_ Yorkshire, both 
welcome waste engine oil (not 
mixed with other contaminants). 
In the case of the Ffestiniog, con- 
tact Rob Halton at 7 Thornhill 
Close, Wantage, Oxon, who will 
be pleased to advise would-be 
donors. 
A R Goode 
Bingley, W Yorks 


No extra's required — wide range of applications. 


Send S.A.E. for full descriptive literature and list of approved 


BS 
Tren Ie ee 12a, Central Trading Estate, 
STAINES ,Middlesex TW18 4UX. 


Tel: Staines (0784) 50221. 
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POINTLESS 
ALTERNATIVE 


ignition, top performance, 
power and economy mile after mile, year after year. 


Available for most cars, Piranha is the only 
optically-triggered electronic ignition system witha 
nationwide network of sales and fitting agents and 
a fully delegated warranty scheme. 


Passing thought 
Drivers who hog the centre lane 
on motorways, refusing to return 
when the nearside’s clear, make 
my blood boil. 

I’m seriously thinking of fitting 
a pull-down blind to my rear 
window bearing the words: ‘Keep 
to the left except when over- 
taking’. Perhaps the thoughtless 
will get the message next time 
I’m obliged to switch from the 
nearside to the offside lane in 
order to see round him. 

LJ Gold 
Newcastle-under-Lyme, Staffs 


It's who you know... 

Most experts recommend motor- 
ists to go to the larger garages 
for their repairs, giving the back- 
street or one-man business a wide 
berth. In my experience, it has 
always been the one-man business 
that has given the best service and 
satisfaction—especially where 
electrical and carburettor faults 
are concerned. 

You may have to shop around, 
but once you find a good one- 
man business, it will be compe- 
tent, trustworthy and fair. I am 
not championing this just because 
I happen to be self-employed, 
I’m just someone who has had to 
learn the hard way. 

J W Page 
Ealing, 
London W13 


No moving parts, 
nothing to wear, 
nothing to replace. 
For trouble-free 


fitting and service stockists. 


Piranha Sales, 


TRAE 


Read this page slowly. It’s almost the last one, so 
there’s no point in rushing a good thing. Unless, of 
course, you’re rushing to get TRAIL—the fast-growing 
sister-title to DRIVE, for outdoors people. You might 
catch Issue 10’s big tests of all-weather caravans and 
all-season sites. Too late? Then grab Issue 11, out 29 
Nov, which ends weeks of speculation about the winner 
of our Campsite of The Year Award. AND you could 
see the New Year in with the next DRIVE’s tests of 
flying machines—Ford’s Granada 2800i Ghia and 
Renault’s Gordini. Looks like a lot of trips to the news- 
agent’s, so let us save you time and petrol by delivering 
to your door. Just complete and send FREEPOST one— 
or both—of the subscription coupons below 


Make sure of getting DRIVE by post 


Fill in this coupon for a year’s subscription—SIX issues for £2.95 


NB You don't have to cut out this coupon, and if you don't, please print 
all the same details in the same order on a plain sheet of paper or postcard 


Do not use this form for subscription renewal: you will receive a separate invitation 


Name 
(BLOCK CAPITALS, PLEASE) 
Addre 


Enter AA membership number below, or write ‘non-member’ 


| want to subscribe to DRIVE. | enclose my 


remittance for £2.95/Please invoice me for 
£2.95 (delete whichever is inapplicable) You need send no money now 


Signature) = = 2s > Date 
| am more than 18 years old 


Send in an unstamped envelope to: DRIVE Directory, 
FREEPOST, Basingstoke, Hants RG21 2EA D6O 


Make sure of getting J RAIL by post 
Fill in this coupon for a year’s subscription—SIX issues for £2.95 


NB You don't have to cut out this coupon, and if you don’t, please print 
a// the same details in the same order on a plain sheet of paper or postcard 


Do not use this form for subscription renewal: you will receive a separate invitation 


Name. 
(BLOCK CAPITALS, PLEASE) 
Addre 


| want to subscribe to TRAIL. | enclose my 
remittance for £2.95/Please invoice me for 
£2.95 (delete whichever is inapplicable) You need send no money now 


Signature ——— Date 
| am more than 18 years old 


Send in an unstamped envelope to: DRIVE Directory, 
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GOING GOING GONE 


will be given the perk of a com- 
pany car... which in turn will 
have the effect of putting more 
privately-owned, smaller-engined 
models of relatively low mileage 
into the secondhand arena. 

But generally, for dealers and 
buyers alike, it’s a case of ‘wait 
and see’. Will big cars be in 
demand once more? Will the 
price-gap between used and new 
models narrow? Will anything be 
quite the same again? 

The answers to these questions, 
it seems, will not be known until 
at least next spring. . . after, as 
Shakespeare so aptly put it, a car- 
trade ‘winter of discontent’. 


THE FINDINGS of used-car outlets 
around the UK are more or less in 
line with those of Computacar 
which, involved with dealings only 
in London and the south-east, is 
the only car-sales organisation in 
the country to keep up-to-the- 
minute statistics. 

Since the rise in fuel prices, 
Computacar reveals that there has 
been a number of changes to the 
list of most-sought-after cars. The 
ever-green, 2l-years-young Mini 
is up from 4th to 2nd place behind 
the Ford Escort; while the Volks- 
wagen Golf and Ford Fiesta are 
new entries in the Top 10, in 7th 
and 8th places respectively. The 
Ford Granada—10th before the 
crisis—has dropped out of the 
chart. In contrast, the Renault 5 
has climbed to Sth position. 

Curiously, the DRIVE study shows 
that demand is small for second- 
hand Fiat 127s and Renault 4s— 
both economical saloons. There is 
little call, either, for the Chrysler 
Alpine, Horizon and Avenger, 
Renault 12, Alfasud, Peugeot 504, 
Vauxhall Viva and BL Princess. 

There are strange regional dif- 
ferences, too. Secondhand Minis, 
for example, appear to be less 
popular in the north and in Scot- 
land than elsewhere; demand for 
the Ford Cortina 1.6 seems less 
marked in the south; and the 
Fiesta is not among the listed 
favourites in the west of the 
country. The Austin Allegro and 
Datsun Sunny, on the other hand, 
appear to be most popular in the 
north, and the VW Golf in Scot- 
land and the Midlands. 

Top 10 used-car sellers in August 
(April placings in parentheses): 
1 (1) Ford Escort; 2 (4) Mini; 3 (2) 
Ford Cortina; 4 (3) Ford Capri; 
5 (7) Renault 5; 6 (6) VW Beetle; 
7 (-) VW Golf; 8 (-) Ford Fiesta: 
9 (5) MGB; 10 (9) Morris Marina. 
Source: Computacar. 

Top 10 new-car sellers in August 
(April placings in parentheses): 
1 (1) Ford Cortina; 2 (2) Ford 
Escort; 3 (4) Mini; 4 (7) Austin 
Allegro; 5 (8) Morris Marina; 
6 (6) Ford Capri; 7 (3) Ford 
Fiesta; 8 (-) Vauxhall Cavalier; 
9 (-) Datsun Sunny; 10 (9) Vaux- 
hall Chevette. Source: Society of 
Motor Manufacturers and Traders. 

ROY JOHNSTONE 
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USED-CAK FRICE OUIDE - 
ea 2 MODEL YEAR 
eo} Qa 4 b 
3 E 8 Average secondhand price guide 
Road 3) a oo 
Test 8 ® os a4 
MAKE AND MODEL Report No 2 3 co 
Alfa Romeo Alfasud 1.3ti 05/78 D S82 S 34.5 5 
Audi 80L 389 : 91 142 | 31.75 5 
100LS E 314/RI 139 1761 | 100 | 127 | 29.25 5 
Austin Morris Mini 850 _ 340 848 73 261 | 410 1 
Mini Clubman saloon 410 182 | 405 1/2 
Allegro 1300 Mk2 4-dr 377 19.0 37 2 
Allegro 1500 estate RI127M 16.6 | 3425 3 
Maxi 1750 Mk2 263 146 [2875 | 3 
Princess 1800HL 397 142 | 2975 | 4 
Princess 2200HL RI 129N 12.7 | 265 4 
Marina Mk1 1800 4dr 295 12:8 SiS 3 
MG Midget Mk3 < 205 148 | 291 4 
MGB Mk3 243 118 | 23.9 6 
BMW 520 i ae 327 97 | 290 | S/R 
Chrys/Talbot Sunbeam 1.6S D6/78 13.9 33.5 2a 
Avenger 1.3 2-door PPE 19.0 30.5 2 
Avenger 1.6GLS auto 339 13 : 28 5 : 
Alpine S 381 14 32.0 
Sa, GL 4-dr 234 15.0 287 3 
Citroen 2CV6 RI 118 37.2 440 1 
Dyane 6 366 295 | 47.0 1 
GS Club 384 (721490 4 
CX2000 416 127 | 2925 | 6 
Colt Lancer 1400GL 4-dr 371 36 129 | 340 5 
Datsun Cherry 100A 4-dr 284 988 83 177. | 41.25 3 
120Y coupé 336 1171 86 177 | 390 4 
Violet 140J RI 132M 1428 | 94. | 755 | 320 4 
Bluebird 180B 316 1770 | 104 | 123 | 270 5 
Fiat 126 334/RI 138 594 62 60.0 | 485 1 
127 3-dr Special RI 137M 903 | 82 184 | 4175 2 
128 4-dr 320 [ 340 3 
131 1600S 369 | 320 5 
132 1800GLS 360 250 6 
Ford Fiesta 1000HC 417 41.0 1 = — 
Escort 1100 Popular RI 136M 35.0 1 ey 1305 
Escort 1300XL 4-dr 292 31.0 2 1100 
Cortina Mk3 1600XL 4-dr 323 27.0 3 = 1665 1200 | 1005 
Cortina 2000E estate 347/RI 116 1993 | 99 123.0275 5 ae eet el et oe | 
Cortina Mk4 1600 404 1593 | 89 15.3 | 27.0 3 
Capri Mk2 1600GT 342 7593 | 102 | 124 | 275 5 a= 
Capri 3000 Ghia auto R114 2994 | 113 99 | 220 6 Sue 2990 | 2505 
Granada 3000GXL auto 282 2994 | 108 | 117 pik) 8 3245*| 2155 | 1635 | 1215 
Honda Civic 1200 3-dr 362 1169 | 86 147 | 3475 | 4 1640 | 1390 | 1170 | 
Accord auto 420 1600 | 89 147 | 320 | 5/6 
Jag/Ro/Tri Jaguar XJ6 4.2 227 4235 | 117_| 100 | 1675 | 6 
Jaguar XJ12 (L) auto 305 
Rover 2200SC 324 
Rover 3500 auto 330 
Rover 3500SDI mani 428 
Range Rover 252 18.0 
Triumph Toledo 4-dr (Dolomite) 345/RI 150 198 | 330 2/3 3020 | 2615 
Triumph Dolomite 1850 288 $14 | 28.2504 acs | 4095 | 3295 
Triumph 2000 Mk2 219 150 | 260 4 2550 30*| 16 
Triumph 2500TC RI 112 115 | 270 5 2625 | 2255*| 1735 
Triumph Spitfire 1500 376 126 34530.25 5 1665 | 
Triumph Stag 273 102 | 225 | S/R 4185 | 3420 | 2750 17359 
Triumph TR7 401 1998 | 108 | 102 | 2875-| 6 | (2280 | 
Lada 1200 355 1198 [| 94 5.0: [33.26 3 
Lancia Beta 2000 RI 171 1995 | 107 | 112 | 265 6/7 
Mazda 1000 2-dr 343 985 | 78 200 | 33.5 3 
1300 hatchback 424/D4/78 1272 | 89 159 | 365 4 
Mercedes 280E auto D/79 2746 | 120 Cy ae Geren RS 
Opel Kadett S estate 3-dr 338 1196 84 
Ascona 1.9SR 302 1897 96 
Rekord 4-dr 287 1897 | 101 
Peugeot 104 4-dr 325 954 84 3 1815*| 1545 
304 386 1290 | 92 3 2630 | 2270*| 1895 
504GL RI 140 1971 99 5 
504 estate 275 1971 98:5 
Reliant Robin 365 748 ee 2 
Scimitar GTE 303 2994 | 118 7 
Renault 4TL RI 121 845 74 1 
5TL 349 956 85 Pemcc| 
5TS 370 1289 | 93 133 297 
6TL (1100) 364 1108 | 82 17.9 3-1 2670 
12L 385 1289 | 82 18.1 
414 1218 | 89 14.8 
15GTL D5/78 1289 | 95 145 | 
16TL 291 1565. | 93 | 1514 | 4 | 3420 | 1140 | 945 
Rolls-Royce Silver Shadow 312 6750 | 115 | 100 | 36450 | | 25635 | 23285 | 21950 | 16900] 1645 
Saab 99GLE auto 393 1985 | 102 | 136 | 6s: Saieeee By | .3985.] | 300+ 2066-trasrt aes; 7 
99L 2litre 311 1985 | 100 | 126 ee 2900 | 2255 | 1860 | 1465 
Simce 1100GLS 5-dr 298 1118 85 165 rE |} 2UO | eget ase t yest oss-| suo | aco} 
Skoda S110LS 4-dr 285 86 | 180 7035 | 890 | 755 | 635 | 540 | 450] 
1201S Estelle RI 169 a6 | 179 [2090 | 1795 | 1s25[ — | — | — | — | — | 
Toyota Corolla 30 399 ar | 169 a_| 2745 | 2395 | 2210 | W715 | 405 — | 
Corona 2000 Mk2 2-dr 290 100_| 121 6: ait 2146 || 1750 75 | 875 
ee He Hse eta opie ed mo 
Vauxhall Chevette L 3-dr 396/RI 123 20 | 163 [3725 | 2 § 2915 | 2530 | 2175] 1950*] 1505} — | — | — | 
Viva HCSL 4-dr PRBS SER) eae 
Cavalier 1600L 382 96 | 126 | 295 | 4 sso amo see 2700 ff 
Victor 1800 4-dr 93 15.724 25.0. SIs 3 870 | 
VW Polo L 81 Sing ee a Pe PRES ES ae ae el Mee 
Golf. 1100 5-door 1093 | 87 | 168 [3525 | 4) | 3300 | 2975 | 2545 | 2175 | 1855 | — | — | — | 
1200 Beetle Fii92 | 72 | 275 | 385 [| 2 | — | — | 2425 | t980*| 1700 | 1460 | 1255 | 1065] 
Scirocco TS Sse Oe eee mo — 
Volvo 34301 RA EUEREa SS 0 
2ASDL estate [138 | 271 | 6 [sees | st00 | 4505 | se15 | 3245 | — | | J 
26401 [123 | 230 [af — | — | 3915] 4295 | 2750] — | — | 
pee aes i an evo | | 


*revised specification or designation 


| COULDNT GET STARTED} 
IN THE MORNING TILL 
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Motorcraft parts. Keep-fit for cars, Des 


_Ifyour car's dim on dark nights and difficult 
get going on cold mornings you need a new 
Motorcraft Superstart Battery. 

Guaranteed for a minimum of two years (with 
an option to extend for a further year) so you can be 
confident that your new Superstart will liven up your 
car with power to spare. 

That’s because Motorcraft Batteries are tops 
in quality but not in price. They are part of the range 
of over 4,000 quality parts that fit most cars, and 
commercial vehicles, including imports. 

A Keep-fit course with Motorcraft Parts 
really works. 


I rae 7 
in . . | | \V 


‘To fit most cars, 
including imports. 


Motorcraft) 


BACKED BY FORD 


Spark plugs» Filters « Ignition parts « Ignition ‘tune-up’ kits + Fan belts « Wiper blades and arms « Bulbs « Cooling system parts « Antifreeze » Wheel bearings « Shock absorbers « Car care products + Batteries 


The starting, stopping, steering, filtering, 
absorbing,cooling,silencingrange.-. — 


Automotive Products Limited, Parts and Service Division, Banbury, Oxfordshire. 


Lockheed brakes, Borg & Beck clutches, Lockheed steering and suspension, 
AP waterpumps, AP filters, AP silencers and AP automatic transmissions. 


